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Minutes: Chqjr ftQsetb opened the hcurlng on HB 1336 relating to reversion of property not used 

as u fuirground In Sturk County. 

RQP, Frank K.Joln : sponsored and in support of this bill. This ls a simple bill to remove the 

fairground requirement that was put in statute when Sturk County bought this land from tho state 

in 1987, I have the 1987 bill, etc. for you to look at, I have an amendment with me to HB 1336. 

We want the restriction removed because we don't know what a fairgrounds ls, We have had 

this land for 14 years. (SEE ATTACHED TESTIMONY) end side A 

Dennis Johnson. Moyor of Dickinson : ( side B, Tape 1, 200) appeared in support of HB 1336. 

(SEE ATTACHED TESTIMONY) Things have changed in 14 years in Dickinson. 

Rep. Herbel : What has been the stumbling block that you couldn't use the )and the way you 

wanted? 

DJ3nnis : In 1987 it became a mandate, so we have no choice but to follow. The location of this 

land was a stumbling block. The city is growing. We are here to get that changed. 
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1W1,.6kijttQm: HnK tho city considcrod public USQ for tho lund llko u library, etc,? 

llQOOI~ : (530) We huvo hud much discussion over tho y<Jurs. Dobutc Is good, but wo wnnt the 

floxlblllty of whoro tho fnirgrounds should go. Toduy, it docs not mako sen so for tho foirgrnundi; 

to go thcro. 14 yours ugo It may hnvc mudc sense. Rep, Klein's amendments nro flno, 

R2n, [!ckn; : Whnt is mount by motor sp0rts'? 

R1:1mlfi : Truck ruclng und drug strips. 

~-Choir: If this luw is pusscd und rcpcnls the 1987, did you mcnn to lcuvo in the stutcmcnt 

that the lund will revert buck to the state'? 

B~m, ~lclu: I left thut In, but It would bo nice If thut wus removed. 

Tum H118IQt, Sturk County fnjr~tQunds CQmml~sign : (789) hero to support 1-1131336. The I 987 

Jaw is too restrictive. Sturk County pnid fair murkot vuluc for tho property und we should be ublc 

to USO It us WC see flt. 

Bop, Mara~Q§: Minot has the ND State Fair and all the different activities that take place. What 

could be precluded from the use of fairgrounds as long us It is legal and of public nature? 

Tom: State fairgrounds is different than county. 

Rep, Klein : The reason this bill came up is that the Burleigh County fairground wanted to 

develop the land they bought and they did not know whatf,1/rgrounds meant, They want to put a 

trail and a park and wanted clarification, They have a bill in the legislature, also. 

Vice-Chait.Severson: (1207) Have there been any geological surveys done'l ND keeps the 

mineral rights, I believe. 

Tum : There have been wetland surveys done. When we develop we will have to work around 

those areas, We would like to enhance that area, Right now it is nothing. Vve have done nothing 

below surface, 



Page 3 
House Political Subdivisions Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1336 
Hearing Date 2 .. 2 .. 01 

Bob Zent. Vice-Chair Stark County Commission : ( 1355) here in support of HB 1336. We have 

not been doing nothing for the past 14 years. We've had engineering plans done and looked at 

many projects, It went from the courthouse out and never got the support of the people, We no 

longer want to come up with ideas, We want the citizens to come to use with ideas. We want to 

get local control for a local issue by passing this bill. I welcome the amendments. 

Claus Lcmbke,.Burleigh Co. Commissioner: (2025) The main reason I am here is that we have 

the same issue here in Burleigh County, Our land will not convert back to the state~ is the only 

difference. There is not definition of.fairground. I guess I could have taken a sheep acros8 the 

land and it would be a fairground, Three main reasons you should support this bill. ( l) Stark 

County paid for it fair market value and the state was willing to sell it. (2) This is a zoning issue 

and it is u local issue for subdivisio11s, (3) You need to have a clear title to float bonds, Can't 

issue bonds if you have restriction on land, Stark County could not get a clear title with a 

restriction. 

Rep, Delmore: I know Stark bought it fair market, but it was sold for a specific use nnd that's 

why tho last part is In. 

Ql!.tM ; It was purchased nt fnfr market, not given to them or bought at discount. The purpose 

has changed todny. 

Rep, DelmorQ: But if you nnd I have an original co11truct us two people, and I don't intend to 

follow through on what that contract provision was, shouldn't the contract reflect that'? You hnvc 

to look at c,riginnl intent, Don't you agree'? 

Claus : Yes, I do. Yo1J are on one side and they are on the other, They arc asking you, I hope 

you are on their side, 
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Rep. Klt•in : I would like to add that I got a legal opinion before I got the amendment. We need 

use it for public use. It not, it could be challenged, 

Rep, Delmore : We need to make sure that the full legislative intent is in there. 

Rep. Marugos: 1 have a question for Rep. Klein, If you were in our position, and you decided 

not to use it for pub I ic use, what would you do if you were us? 

Rep, Klein : I think there would have to be legal action. 

Rick Larson. Land Commissioner: neutral on HB 1336, In 1995 we brought the same idcn 

before this committee to remove the reversion of deed. That part was refused by the legislature. 

Rep. Marugos : What was our rational in 1995 not to puss thnt'l 

Rick : (3231-3520) discussed histm:p. We do what ever the legislature wants. 

Rep. Klein : If leaving the reversion back lo the state in the bill will get a DO PASS, then we 

will do that. 

Vice-Chair SeyersQO: Any more testimony on HB 1336'? Hearing none, we are closed. 

Tope 2, Sid~ A (2700-4000) Chair Froscth: Let's look at HB 1336, 

R~p. Maragos : I would like to further amend the amendment to take out that the land revert 

back to the state, That last whole sentence. The stutc doesn't have a vested interest in the land 

except for the mineral rights and those they will keep, 

Ylce-Chafr Severson : It doesn't really matter if we leave the line out because the land is not 

sellable to the public anyway. 

Rop,.Maraiios : I think we should hold this so Rep, Johnson can huve some time to see whut the 

Dickinson people feel about this last tine being lt1 or out. 

Rep, N, Johnson : I think that would help me out, I don't know how they would feet right now. 

(put on hold) 
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Minutes: Chair Froscth : Let's tukc up HB 1336. I think Rep. Johnson hus the amendment. I 'II 

let her explain it. 

Rep. N.JohnsQ.ll: I tulked with the people from Dickinson, and they would like the reversion 

taken away that suys the land will go buck to the state, I move the amendment. 

fum, Ekstrom : I second. 

VOICE VOTE: ALL YES. Amendment passes, 

Vice-Chair Sc.verso.n: I move a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

Rep, Herbel: I second. 

VOTEt _IA. YES and Jl NO wlth l absent. PASSED. Rep. Dlsrud will curry the bfll. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1336 

Page 1, line 1, replace "repeal" with "amend and reenact .. 

Page 1, line 4, replace "REPEAL .. with "AMENDMENT" and replace .. repealed" with "amended 
and reenacted as follows: 

SECTION 2, The property being sold must be used by Stark County for ~ 
do¥ele~MeAt ef a eel:IA~'.,' felfgfel:IAEie public purpose. If the property ceases to be used 
for that ~1:1fpeee a public purpose, i.wnershlp of the property reverts to the state of North 
Dakota. 

Renumber accordingly 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1336 
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Page 1, fine 4, replace "REPEAL" with "AMENDMENT" and replace "repealed." with "amended 
and reenacted as follows: 

SECTION 2. The property being sold must be used by Stark County for ~ 
de't'ele~mot-1t of a eeui:ity falrgroui:iae public purpose. U the pre19efty eoasoe lo ao tJsea 
#er that r:tl:.4rf:jeee, ownoreAlt9 o, tho prol:)erty ro,;erts to tho etato of Nert~ Dakota." 

Renumber accordingly 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1336: Polltlcal Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Froseth, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1336 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, replace "repeal" with "amend and reenact" 

Page 1, line 4, replfwe "REPEAL" with "AMENDMENT'' and replace "repealed," with 
"amended and reenacted as follows: 

SECTION 2. The property being sold must be used by Stark County for 4he 
do¥elepmoAt ef a eeuAty lairgrouAdepubllc purpose. U ihe property ooaeeo to be used 
for lt=iat p1:Jrpose, ownership ef the properly ro11erta to tho state of North Dakota." 

Renumber accordingly 
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The hearing wao opened on HB1336 which relates to reversion of property not used as a 

fairgrounds in Stark County, All senators were present except for Senator Lee and Senator 

Lyson who was testifying on another bill. 

REPRESENTATIVE DEVER: District 32, I am one of the cosponsors on HB1336 which 

involves the Stark County Fairground. One of the reasons that I signed on to thnt is because there 

a similar bill 2212, which involves the Burleigh County Fairgrounds which was passed through 

the Senate and sent to the House. The prime sponsor is here. Anyway what happened, it seems 

that sometime in the past the Legislature has felt that when sold property to subdivisions even 

though it was completely ut market value, that the state should retain the right to say what is 

going to happen with the property, So that property was sold to ~tark County at full market value 

for the purpose ofa fairgrounds, They haven't developed the fairgrounds there yet, yet I think 

they have plans to, but there was also a bill that said by the year 2012, if they haven't they 
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automatically revert back to the state, which seems kind of odd to me. One of the differences 

between the Stark County fairgrounds and the Burleigh County fairgrounds is that we have done 

some different things that you could call it a fairgrounds in Burleigh County or maybe not. 

Depends on your definition of fairgrounds. I am in support of this bill because I believe that it 

should be up to the local government to decide what they think is a fairgrounds. Indicate my 

support, REPRESENTATIVE KLEIN: District 36. See written attached testimony. SENATOR 

COOK: AH the bills that were introduced in this issue, how many of them am still alive? Is this 

the only one that is left? REPRESENTATIVE KLEIN: There is the one that is waiting yet is 

2066, SENATOR COOK: And what does that one do? REPRESENTATIVE KLEIN: That is the 

one. SENATOR COOK: Puts it out to the year 200 or something like that and 

then ... REPRESENTATIVE KLEIN: 201 t it reverts back to over to, and the only reason they are 

keeping that one alive is to see how this one does. SENATOR COOK: Okay. 

REPRESENTATIVE KLEIN: Cause we don't have to put anything on that bill, so. SENATOR 

MATHERN: That was my question. CLAUS LEMBKE: Burleigh County Commissioner and as 

you've heard we have a similar issue that you already addressed and the Senate has passed. We 

have the same issue, we can feel for them and we've been through that. We have an extension 

service, the 4H Council raised some money and with the help of Burleigh County, we rented 

space from them, and the 4 .. H people to put the Burleigh County Extension Service in there. We 

are reuting from them. In order to do that project we have to float a bond. And it turns out that 

we bought three parcels of land from the state and it turns out the first parcel df d not have a deed 

restriction on it, But the second one did, 'fhis flrst one we purchased in 1987, and 90% of that 

property of the extension service on here (may shown). We had to redesign it to make sure it sits 

on here, The bonding people with our deed restriction would not float a bond on that, They 
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would not qualify the bond as a legitimate bond. So we were lucky enough to change that by 

then. But that would show me that if Stark County wherever build some kind of building or some 

kind of a 4-H project or whatever and they would use public money for that, that they would be 

in trouble, They simply couldn't do it. Therefore we support our friends in Stark County, 

REPRESENTATIVE NANCY JOHNSON: District 37. I appear before you today for two 

reasons. First is to support HB1336 and second to bring you testimony in support of the bill from 

the President of the Dickinson City Commission. See written attached testimony. Spoke for her 

spoure, Dennis Johnson. GREG SUND: Dickir1son City Administrator, spoke in support of 

HB 1336. See written attached testimony. I ask the committee to pass this bill out of committee 

with a Do Pass recommendation, because it will create a reasonable limitation on the use of the 

property that is not too restrictive and establishes local control over the development of the land. 

SENATOR POLOVITZ: Are people living around this area right now? I mean is there 

development into a residential area? GREG SUND: Yes, just to the east of the county acquired 

about 300 acres that is identified to the State Edition and they have sold several lots that were 

developed in the late l 970's+ earJy 1980's and were left vacant for many years. Well, about three 

years ago interest was raised in the property and right now there is about 20 or 30 homes in that 

area. There is no reason to believe that won't continue to grow. SENATOR POLOVITZ: Words 

of advice, Whatever you do, don't put a motorized facility in there, because we have one about 8 

blocks from our home that was there before we built. and when you have the racetracks and there 

is a north wind you cannot carry a conversation outside with your neighbor. TOM HENNING: 

Stark County States' Attorney•s Office, What you heard is basicAlty what the Stark Co. 

Commission is, considered several years, The whole utility of the area has changed because of 

the evolution of the city and because of the expression of the wishes of the public as to what kind 
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of use should be made of this property and how it may impact their use of their property they've 

become recent relatively close neighbors. So the commission has to kind of back off a little bit 

basically that is what we are asking you to do. That is what we would suggest. RICK LARSON: 

Acting State Land Commissioner. This bill is sort of in conflict or clari fl cation of what the Board 

of University and School Lands has received as a management concern. Prior to 1984 and 1985, 

the Board of University and School Lands was given responsibility for management of this piece 

ofland. In 1987, the Legislature directed us to sell this piece of land to Stark County. It is a 

general fund piece of property, We are managing it for the state of North Dakota. That legislation 

said that we should sell this property to Stark County. There was restrictions on that legislation. 

The legislation said that it should be, the property should be used for fairgrounds and the 

minerals should be reserved for the state of North Dakota. That had been done just as the 

legislature wished us to do. The reversion is sort of sitting out there. We didn't know quite what 

to do with it, so we wanted to come to the Legislature for some direction, That direction is what 

we recommended ft that the Stark county have anothel' ten years to do something with that land 

as a fairgrounds and if not it shou)d revert back to the sta.te and back to square one. Since, this 

bill, 2066 is that bill the Board of University of Schools. This bill 1336 has been introduced since 

then and this is another means for the legislature to direct us as to what to do with this and help 

us with that. It is something that we're wishing for direction, we had direction in the past and it's 

still a c)oud that we need to work on. SENATOR COOK: Rick the mineral rights are staying 

whh the state. right? RICK LARSON: Yes. SENATOR WATNE: Just out of curiosity, I see 

right across the road is the experiment station. Are they impacted by the need for land? RICK 

LARSON: There is no longer art experiment station. SENATOR WATNE: There 
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isn •t? RICK LARSON: No, Hs the old experiment station and that had been sold to the Stark 

county, but there was another experiment station purchased at this same time way back in 1985, 

AL JAEGER, Secret.ary of State. Member of the Land Board. The reason the other bill was 

introduced in the first place is because it was just hanging out there. It said that they could use it 

for a fairgrounds and if they didn't, it would revert back to the state. WeU, that's all it said. And 

so, we were approached by staff and we as a board said put in the bill that puts a time limit on it. 

That is the purpose of the other bill. We don't have any active management in the land and I am 

not sure that we really care if we get it back or not. But it was the uncertainty of this language 

and so, on the other bill, if that isn't wanted that is fine, This just changes the language for the 

use of a fairgrounds and makes it more clearer and whether you want to put some time limit on 

that or not l don't know, From a management standpoint, I am a little concerned, If this also gets 

passed without some ending time then it is just going to out there again. So, however, this gets 

worked out I don,t know that the Land Board speaking as one member would have a problem, its 

just that we got kind of an unclear situation. SENATOR WATNE: There was a another bi}) in on 

some pn,pe11y in Devils Lake that said it a four on the title because it was this type of restriction 

thing. What would prevent the state from just handing over clear title on a quick claim or 

something on this? AL JAEGER: I really, that is kind of a legal question? I mean they have in a 

sense they title to the land already for the use of a fairgrounds and if they don't use it as a 

fairgrounds the land is supposed to come back, so I imagine there is something of record 

regarding that, The mineral rights still stay with the state and the schools tntst funds. 

Hearing Closed on HB 1336, 
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Mareh 8, 2001 ( Tape 3, Side A, Meter# 15.4 .. J J ,;J.) 

Senator Cook asked the committee for discussion on HB 1336. 

Senator Watne moved for a Do Pass; then Senator Lyson moved to Do Pass to amend and 

remove House amendments and put the bill back into the original House fonn. Senator 

Mathern-2nd. 

Roll Call vote: 7 Yeas, 0 No, 1 Absent 

Senator Polovitz motioned to Do Pass HB 1336 as amended 

Senator Flakoll .. 2nd 

Roll call vote: 7 Yeas, 0 No1 1 Absent 

Carrier: Senator Polovitz 
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North Dakota Hou1e Polltlcal 8ubdlvl1lon1 Committee 
House BIii No, 1336 

February 2, 2001 

Chairman Froseth and members of the committee. My name Is Dennis Johnson. 
I currently serve as the President of the Dickinson Uity Commission. I am 
testifying In support of HB 1336, which removes the 1987 requirement that the 
property In question be used for a fairground. 

This property Is located just west of Dickinson near the 1-94 west Interchange, 
Fourteen years ago it may have made good sense that this property be used for 
a fairground. Dickinson then was in the middle of a severe oll bust and economic 
recovery was far from certain. 

Very few people could foresee Dickinson growing In the next few years to the 
west, but that Is precisely what Is h11ppenlng. I believe the city's growth towards 
the west Is likely to continue and now raises a valid question because of this 
property's proximity to the City 011 whether or not this Is an appropriate location 
for a fairground . 

I believe the definition of a fairground fourteen years ago has changed. Fourteen 
years ago, a fairground llkely did not include motorized spor1s. Today. in Stark 
County it does. In my view, this property Is too close to the City to be a $lte for 
motorized sports. 

I believe also, this Is an Issue with a local control dimension. I believe the Stark 
County Commission knows what Is best for our community and should have the 
latitude to decide how this land should be used and not be forced into using lt 
solely for a fairground. I believe If granted that latitude the County Commission 
will make a responsible decision In the best Interest of the citizens of Stark 
County. 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you and present my testimony. 
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CHAPTER 188 
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STARK COUNTY fAIR LANDS 
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and conv~,y cu·ta1n 1and ownec.l by the atnto of North Oal<ota. 
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$TATE Of NORTH DAKOTA! 

secr,oN l. The board of univaroity hnd ochool landa js 
authot•iud to 1101! and convoy tho !o11ow1n<J pt·oporty to St11rk 
Co,mty, North naltotu, 
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hundred lhirty-nino 1 range ninuty•Bi><, stark County, North 
Daltota. 

Tho ptoporty muat be nold al a pric.o a<Jrooablu to bott1 pu1·t1ui; 
but not leno than the !air markot valua lh<troo!, bnsod upon two 
indopendont appraiaala, Tho etato uhall 1·uB01·vo atl ltlinoral righle 
in and under tho promtaes conveyod aa are now h«ld by the etate. 
The ealo of tho property to Stark County by tho board of univorait.y 
and school lands Ja doumod to bt1 tho huot; pousiblo roturn to tho 
state o! North Dakota as provided 1n aoctlon 2 of chapter 203 of the 
1985 Session Laws of North Dakota. 

SECTION 2. Tho pr~perty boiny Bold muat bo uaod by Stark 
County for tho devo lopment of a county ( a 1 r<Jrounc.lh. I ( tho prop(ll'l y 
ceaooa to be unod for that purpoee, ownoreh1p o( t.he proporty 
rovorts to tho atato of North Dakota. 

/3;~ 'µ· 
' "'~ .//J.P.· .6/ • , / /\pprovucl M,Ht!h 20, 19B7 r({V"" vy· P<lod M•rch 23, t981 
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S gnod by Oovornor 03?.0 0100 r rod with Soorot.ary or St.aLo 0323 

'/ OO!J n 000 
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cortt1ln land o\o/nod by t.ho Hato or Hort.II Oakota, 
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00 House 
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I0~?.4-05 of tho North PaRota CQntur~ Code, rolatlng to lndeMnlfloatlon of d rectors and 
ofrloora or nonpror t corporations. 
01/08 •t11&0 
o ,nl t OUBO 
g211 Houae 
o~jlg ffouao 

fOUBO 
O?I.?. sonat.o 
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lntrQduood, first ro~dlngA r~forrod INDUSlRV, BUSIN[SS ANO LAttOR 
C':OMfol I TT Et til'. AR I NO O 1 / 19 ., : 00 
Rogorted back amondod 1 a~ondmont poo y 013 n 001 
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Second roadlng, p,ssod as amondaJ, yeas 080 nays 001 
Rooolved from tiouso 
lntroduood, first roadlnfi roforred INDUSTRY, 8USINtSS ANO LABOR 
Roquo&t rot.urn from ooMM too 
Rer~rorrod to S'f AT( AHO O(RAL OOVERNMtNT 
CO~ITTEE HEARIHO 03/10 10t30 
Reported baok amended~ amendment poo y 006 n ooo 
AMsndMont adopted, pl oed on o,1endar 
Sooond reading, pa,so as amondod, yea& 050 na~s 002 
Rot.urned to tiou&e I 12 
Conour rod 
Sooond reading, pa5sod as amondod, yeas 097 na~& 000 
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A BILL for an Aot to provide lmmunlt.y from olvl I llabl llty to volunteers 
organizations and &ports teams. 

providing services 
for nonpr of I t, 

01/06 House 
011ia House 
01/ 8 Hc>U&e 
01/30 House 
g2103 Senate 

2/04 Sona to 
03/1?. Sonato 8r18 senate /1~ Senate 
O /2 Senato 
O /25 Senate 
03/26 Senate 
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lntroduood1 first readlngi referred JUDICIARY 
Committee noarlrig 01/13 'Jl3O 
Reported back 1 do pass, placed on calendar y 010 n 001 
Second readlny, passed, yoas 089 nays 011 
Rooelved from House 
Introduced, first roadlng6 rnrorred JUDICIARY 
COMM I TT££ HEAR I NG 03 /17 1 : 00 
Reported baok amended, amendment poo y 005 n 001 
AMendment adopted! placed on calendar 
Reroferr&d to JUO Cl~RY 
Reported back amended, amendment poo y 007 n 000 
AMendment adopted, placed on calendar 
Second reading, passed as amended 1 yeas 053 nays 000 
Emergency clause carried 
Motion to reconsider lald on table 
Returned to House (12) 
Concurred 
Second reading, passed as amended, yeas 098 nays 003 
EMergenoy clause carried 
Enrol led 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1078 
Jnttoduoed by 

Repre1entativ1 Wald 

1 A IXW. tor an Aot to •uthor!1• th• board ot un.tvtr11ty and tQhool 

a hnd1 to H11 and oon1rey outain hnd ovntd b)' th• 1t1te of Horth 

3 Dakota, 

• II IT INACTIO IV THI LIOIILATfVI ASSEMILV OF THI 

$ ITATI OF NORTH OAKOTAt 

6 SECTION t, Th• board of uni vere1 ty and 1ohool land1 h 

7 authoriatd to ••11 and oonv•y the tollowin9 property to Stark 

I 0oW\tY, Hortb Dakota, 

9 A traot of land ooaapri1in9 approxi•ately one hundr•d ••v•nty 

10 1ort1, kno~ a, the •state ltoond Adctition", and lyin9 in the 

11 1outhwe1t and northw••t quarter• of ••~t.ton five, to~•hip on, 

12 hundred thirty•nin•, ran9• nin1ty•1ia, Stark County, Horth 

13 D1kota, 

1 ♦ Th• property ■u1t b4I •old at• prio• •9r11abl• to both 

1& parti••· Th• ,tat• ■hall r•••rv• all •.tn•r•l riqht• in and under 

16 th• pr••i••• oonveyed •• ,r• now held by th• 1t1te, Th• ••1• of th• 

17 pro1>41rty to Stark County by th• board of univ•r•ity and •chool l•nd• 

18 i• d••JNd to bei th• bei1t po••1bl• return to th• •t•t• of North 

19 Dakot• •• providMI 1n •~otion 2 of chapter 203 of the 1915 S•••ion 

20 Law• of ~orth Pakota, 

21 SECTIOH 2, Th• property beiin9 ■old 11\ttt be ueed by Stark 

22 County tor th• d•v-lopaent ot • county fairqround•. Xt the property 

23 c••••• to be u1ed tor u,at purpo1•, owner■hlp of th• property 

24 revert■ to th~ •t•t• of North Dakota, 

10.a2.0100 

1 
• 
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BlLL/RISOLUTION NO, WI 107& 

Hou,, Coui tt•• on ____ 
8
..,,,...;.,._ _____________ _ 

Subcommittee on ------------Conference Committee ---------
He1rin9 Date ---2•-l-l-■-B-7------·----

Identity and 
oheok when 
appropriate 

Tape Number __ ...,. ____ /Side ~· X Meter t • 358 

Committee clerk signature 

Mi.nut••• 
.~-~&, 

FRANK WALD, REPRBS8NTATIVE, DICKINSON, HB 1078 is the bill I in­
troducea in the"pre session, AB 1078 states the board of univer­
sity and school lands is authoriied to sell and convey the following 
property to STark County, North Dakota, and then we give you the 
legal description. 1he property must be sold at a price agreeable 
to both parties. In Section 2 it states if the property ceases 
to be used for that purpose other than for development of a county 
fairgrounds, ownership of the property reverts to the State of 
North Dakota. I passed out a handout and yellow section colored 
is the area we are talking about. We aro asking that the committee 
will conaider this bill to sell this land to Stark County. 

UN DUICART 1 ~ER OP COMMERCE, DICKINSON, See Written Testimony. 

-~• •·•· wN'1Aft1 MP..• WE are now temporarily ato o le~, h~ ~~~ w. M~ ~ ~,-.: 
permission and be very careful of any improvements that we do. We 
have the area propotied in this bill we can start from scratch and 
have some good facilities for our surrounding area. our board has 
voted unanimously to support this bill. 

- BBi' fM.11. US!M'~ -~ 21c1tINSON1 Thia bill i& v.w 1miM' lr.\ {6 UI. Ain§bfiiKtUliiiti,=1
fli"i6tl&ei.li\\' ot t'"lit+ 

own. We strongly urge a DO PASS~ 

RON IACHNIIIR ROUGHRIDBR ARCHBRS1 We need a place for a permanent 
6ulldlng. Thls would be close to-town for our new members that can't 
go out of town. Thia would be permanent so we could set up ma­
terials and leave them set. 

TED RBNNBR1CQMINU'NITY ASSISTANCE CORP., DICl:INSON1 We c:arry the suppor 
,)f the county conrn!ealoners. We were organized to bring an assist­
ance to the area. We did an assessment of which site would be best 
and our recommendation was the site on the picture that was passed 
out. Thia i• the highest use this land can be good for. The county 
is concerned with a permanency factor and egress and degress to the 
site. Thia waa the beat site po11ible. 



I I 

• 

• 

,.,. 2, 

u,, TO~!• Ia thi1 p1rt ot the old experiment •tation? 

!!!, lt&NNll1 It ii 1oro11 the 1treet, but it i1 part ot it origin•lly, 

ltlP, TOUCH, How much to the land that it plotted i• actually d•v•l• 
oped? • 

NI. UNNIR1 Show■ diagrams. 

ltlP, MARTINSON, Would you have any objections to add an amendment to 
require an appraisal? 

MR, RBNNBR1 We could furnish an appraisal, 

UP. MARTINSON, How about the possibility of a 50 year lease? 

NR. RINNER, We weren't interested in a lease, 

RBP. MBLBYa I think the r.equirement for an independent appraisal 
woula help to pass the measure on the floor. 

RBP. WALD, The land right now is leased by the Board of School 
Lande to the Dickinson Experiment Station for $5 an acre, 

Rep. Hokana, Is this land zoned? 

They thought it was zoned for agriculture • 

RIP. HOltANAa I think it ~hould have an amer,dment to require an 
i'ppralaa1. 

RBP. BROICAW• Don't we have a set procedure anytime we sell state 
land? 

REP. MARTINSON1 I would have to check but I think we debate them 
all each tlme we sell state land. I don't think that bill will pass 
the way it is now. 

RIP. NICHOLAS• The land is worth about a $100 an acre and that is 
too much !or range land. 

COIIIII I IKB ACTION, 2-16-87 

Rep. Melby moved to adopt the amendments, it waa seconded by Rep. 
Nelaon, The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. Rep. Qorman 
moved a DO PASS a, amended, it was seconded by Rep. Nelson. Rep. 
Nalson will carry the bill to the floor. 

COMMI'tTEE CLERK 
JUDY HOFFMAN 
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~Return in tr1p1ia1t1) t.J.t,a, ~9ll 
.. 11/Reaolution No,1 Hou,, Bill No, 1078 

Reque1ted bys !~1i1l1tive Council 

Alr1er,dm1nt to, 

D•t• ot Receipts 

p;,1,e e1tim1te the ti101l impact ot the above me11ure tor, 

(!) State qener1l or 1p1ci1l fund• {[] Counti11 O CJ.ti•• 

In the following 1pace note the ti1aal effect in dollar• ot thi• 
meaauret 

N1£rativea 

, . 

Tht impact ot thi1 leqi1l1tion cannot be dete~nined in dollar,, cent• at this tine 

without an appr1i11l of the property, a me,ting of the prinoipal1 to agree upon a 

puroh11e price. Any monie1 received from the sale will go to the COrm\On School• 

Intere1t , income Fund to retire the out1tand,ing accrued intere1t on the loan ot 
$3.8 million from the Conwnon Schoola trust tund to the Board of Higher Education • 

•• 
State Fiscal Effect, 

1987-88 1988-89 Biennium Total 
Speolal General Spec la! General Special General 

Fund• Fun~ Fund• Fund Funds Fund 

County and City Fiscal Effects 

1987-88 1988-89 BieMiwn Total 
Counti•• cltl•• counties cltle1 Counties cltiea ----· 

• additional 1pace is needed, 
attach a supplemental aheet. 

Dat• Pr:epar•da 

Signed .--rs~l <~)-(r.,_,,..t, J 

Typed Name Bob Mt•raon. M.~ti!!f DivlaloQ 

Departl\ent --1sssn&aa;...,ny,.1n, ... ______ _ 
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HOUSE AMENDMENTS 10 HB 1078 on pat• ,1, Un• 11, aftier t~1• word •pair:tl.••• 1naert th• word• 

•bu\ not 1••• than th• fair aark•t va1u• thereof, 
bated upon two lnd1pendent apprai1a1•• 

• " 
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~RIIOLUTION NO, .UU lOZl 
J • 

Senate comi tt•• on STATE N«J FEDERAL OOVEJffmYr 
____________ ..,........,......,...,._ ______ _ 

Subccuittee on ___________ _ 

Conf•r•nce Committee _________ _ 
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Tape Nu.mber ___ 1 _____ /Side ~_x __ 

Identity Ind 
oheox when 
appropriate 

Meter I 2,6~ 

COIM\i tte• c ler>c 1igna ture -----~ ...... -, ~~~ .. f...,.•~l"1.,.L"""l.._..,. ____ _ '~~ ~ . 
Minute•• 

The Senate State and Federal Government Committee met at 9100 
AM, All mambers of tho committee were present except Senator 
Tonnefos, Senator David and Senator Walt Moyer, 

HB 1078 as amonded, authorizes tho Board of University and School 
Lands to sell and convey the property known aa the "state aocond 
additionN to Stark County, North Dakota, at a price agrooable 
to both parties but not less than the fair market value based 
upon two independent appraisals, 

senator Deary Meyer read tho fiscal note for HB 1078. 

Rep, Francis Wald, sponsor of the bill, testified in support of 
He 1078. He said HB 1078 would allow tho Board of University 
and School Lands to sell and convey approximately 170 acres, what 
is known as the State Second Addition, in Stark County. He 
explained the sections of the bill and stated that the House added 
an amendment to HB 1078 stating that the property cannot be sold 
for less than the appraised value, which is standard procedure 
when state land is sold, 

Rep. Wald said that many groups in Dickinson have expressed an 
interest in securing this property for multiple use. He said 
the thought right now is that the Stark County commissioners would 
appoint a fairground commission to supervise the ongoing activity 
there, 

Ken Dukart, Chamber of Commerce, Dickinson, NO, testified in support 
of Re 1078. He said Stark County needs a place to Aet up organization 
activities for permanent use and one that is large enough for 
the projects. He indicated that the property described is just 
the right size and is not suitable for commercial or residential 
use. He said it could be set up a fairbn.ard who would bo responsible 
for developing it by use of volunteer labor and donated ~esources. 
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Mr, Dukart eaid it could be u,~d for Roughrider aotivitie~, Pioneer 
Daya and by the archery olub. 

Senator Lo~oen as>ced abo1•t the terrain of the land, H._., Dukart 
ia!3 the ara!nage is bad, it's rugged land, not adequate tor 
development, He said they have had two appraisals on the land, 
it has been valued at $147 per aore and at $120 pet aero. 

There was some diaoussion by the committee about the prooesa of 
buying eohool land, Rep. Wald indicated that he thought it was 
necessary to get two appraisals on the land, but thnt it did not 
necessarily need two buyers. 

Senator Lodoen movad for a DO PASS on HB 1078, seconded by Senator 
~pee$r, A rorl call voto was taken with 4"yes, 0-no and 4-AB 
votes. 

senator Dean Meyer will carry the bill • 
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Al the Doecutiw ot the a.t.r of Ccnnrce, I haw on -,,y accuiaw 
hid to aay rx> to vari0U11 project.a and ide11 because w do not haw pt"Opti" 

taciliti .. in Stark County to hold such eventa. J hlMt al110 been aaked by 

~ and organizationa on several occa1iau to help t:hea find• haae for 
their club or organizational acitivitee becauee they eithet' c.an•t find• 

building or have just lost thoir build.in:, or location. Usually I can't be 

of help to them either because we don't have enougt\ pmlic buildings to 

~te the many requests for space. 

The needs of many clubs and organiz.atiCN are quite sinple. 'Ibey need 

a place that is permanent, a place they can use on a regular basis, aid a 
place that is sized to meet their organiiatiCC'l's needs. CUrrently there 
are a rurt:>e%' of cxmnereial buildings available, as well as (X)ffl'IW!t'Cial real 
estate that can be leased or used. '1be problem for ~t organizations 
with this type of arrarqement is that 1t is tti a week to week basis or is 

C06t prau.bitive for them. Funding for no profit organizations is harder 

and harder to cbtain, especially when it is for ope.rations. It is easier 
to raise funds when it is for: a specific and lasting project. 

'l'he topic of a county fairgroun:ts has been arourd for as long as I can 
reme11t,er. I have had occassion to sit in on several meetings called by 

interested people to try and get a fairground established and off t.he grOltJ'd. 
1he conoerns and desires have always been the sane as well as t.he results. 

1'here is a need for a pernenent hane for rodeos, stock shows, horse events, 
4-H evet~ts, archery, m::>del airplanes, and so on. The results have always 

been the sane. The right land is too far away from any camunity, is 
unaccessable, too r~ and so on. 

We feel that the piece of property contained in HB1300 will overcare 

all of the pr~lems we have encountered in the past. flus piece of lard is 

large enougt\ to allow a variety of activities and buil~ to meet the 
needs of Stark county groups Ard organizations. Aooea to aJXt fran al 1 

areu of the county is excellent, all roads to the area are paved, IttqreSS 

and F-greu can be made onto tw major roads with t.'WO additional amaller 
street• being able to channel traffic in all four directicns, !be location 
ot theN 171 acre, ii within 25 miles of the farthelt town in Stark CQ.w\ty. 

Thi city of Diddnlon is located only I couple of fflilll fran the pl'q)Oled 

loeaticn and 1GJld be able to provide MOet art/ n11r!ld NrYiCII, 



•• 

' 

I 

With thl l)alif19e of thia bill Md I\IOOMlful negotuticn bet:1,aen Startc 

0:utty and the land C'allfti11icn to purchue t:hil land, 11111V local wlunt:eer1 

are ready to pitch in and develop t.he prq,erty u well u lending their 

expertiae to manage the fairground. Wt prcpoee, that onee purchued, the 

fairground would be placed under a fair board made up of W>lunteers fro11 
the various groups and organizations in Stark County. '!hey 1«1ll1d be charged 

with the responsibility of dewtlopm;i the fairgrounds and providing the 

neoessary ac:hinistration. By using a volunteer b:)ard I feel that we will 
be able to sustain the enthusiasm and ideas neoessary to keep a county 
fa~ going. 

We also propose to develop the grourds on a long term basis. We will 
determine the requirements of interested groups and organizations through 
pi,lie meetings and surveys. A master plan will be prepared from the input 

am then the neoessary dirt work ~ished. Buildings, bleac:hers,oorrals, 
fenc:;es and other stru::tures will be built with volunteer labor. Materials 
will be purchased wit.h funds raised by those groups and organizations that 
desire a permanent hane. Qlgoing rMintenance and upkeep ~ld be the respon­

sibility of the fair board a.rd \l,OU}d be furded through rental fees and fund 

raising efforts. 
The size, location, and terrain of this piece of property will acc.-arooate 

many different uses. We feel that the primary uses will be for the annual 
b.agh.rider Days celebration held each 4th of July. ~ider ~ys features 
6 outdoor arena events, 4-41 livestocks~ &'Kl horse shows. '!here are 
curren'tly 350 4-H youngsters in the area in 25 different clubs. we krow 

from e,cperience that these kids are constantly loc:>k.in; for practice areas 
for their horsemanship evente.. We also have sane excellent 4-H cattle stxMs 
each year that could be expanded with the proper facilities. 

Along the linea of cattle shows, W8 currently have a eonmercial cattle 
shat each year during the awrt,er•a fll,'J lb;,o. ~ are at a point now where 

they ftUSt li/1'\it the size of the shcM because of space o:inatraints. With 

the eun:ent conditions in the kl industry, art/ adVantage we can give the 

oonmeroial cattle producers or arrt opportunity we ean expoae our~ 
people to ia well worth the effort. , 

Other grcq,e, that could ffllke UN ol t:hil area ii an area Archety club. 
'11,ey hold arnJ&1 lhootl that attract archlrl frcm a fiw 1tate area. flWJY 
are aleo cne of our troupe that ii wry aatiw. in Stark OOW\ty bUt haw a 
cW'ficUlt tJal f.i.ndin9 a pern11n1nt h0nll for their archery rlftlJI• 'thl ANA 

would lllO lend .itNll wll to hone lhoel, radio controlled airpl1n11, INC 
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bicycle trail, ffi0tOr craea trails, piltol range, high IIChool w college , .rodeoe,. running track, bicycle paths, etc. 
. bre are about four pouibilities for dewloping a fair tot stark county. 

We could start fran scratch w develop a fair in the tall of the year 

and rrodel our fair after other county afffairs currently being held. Ne oould 
also e,cpand a'\ existing annual events in the area a build a fairtiemounf them 

Me currently have a 4th of Jyly celebration in Dickinson each year. 'Ihls three 

day event consist of 2 rodeos, a tractor pull, a hore pull, a dem::>lition 
derby, andcycle races as well as several snaller events. 'nus annual event 

draws people from accross North Dakota as well as from out of state. 

We also have another event held the weekend after labor day called pioneer days. 
This event iroludes arts and crafts, entertainment, displays, and a 
recognition banquet for pioneers of' southwest noreth dakota. This; annual event 

could easily becarle the basis for an annual county fair. 
Other events are held annually in Glads tone and Richardton ir1 the fa 11 

of the year and hold the possibility for expansion into a county f'air. We have 

the basics 81"'d t.he experrtise to create a county fair that wi 11 be· beneficial 
and enjoyable for all of stark county. 

'lhe first ~ in February several of atterded the stark county 

conmission meeting to discuss with the conrnissioners their feeling aoout 

this bill. Although they did not conmit to buying the land at that meeting 
they did pass a rotion in support of house bill 1078. 'I1tier cou11oet to us were 

that they fawred the concept of a county fiar grourds, an:! that tJ-.ey 

~ld negiotate with the land camussioner to purchase the lard when 

legislation allows them to do so. IM all good consccious we agreethat 

they rrust have the right to say no to the ptt'chase id the cost becomes prohibitive. 
A recent appraise! of this property done by the stark county tax appraiser 

for the state land depa.rtnnet valued the property at 147.00 an acre. We feel 
that this is a resonable price for this piece of property since it is 
pasture land and has no real value for cultivation ard planting. »IY futher 
development of this property for residental or carmareial sale would, in 

my opinion result in a considerable investment on the part of the stae. '!be 

terrain of this property contains a drainage way and makes its way to three 

hilltope all within 4 couple hundred yards. It is property that ii belt suited 

puture land or in thi1 cue u a fairqrounda for atark et.Al'lty since we do 

not require the e,cpenaive inf,roYementa to the prcperty the 1tate wculd need 
to Mke this ulable u dewlopnant prcperty, 
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l1ngUa91 in this bill NYI thlt thia ule ia in the be9t int.r•u of the stat:., 
Your favorable oouideraticn of thi• bill will rault in ~ generatAld 
for the stae, will result in less administration for the land 00aduioner, 

and will allow UI to make better use of the land then it is currently 
being used for. '1'hank you for the opportunity to expres• 'lft:I feelings 
M this matter ard I ask for~ cx,nsideration of this bill • 
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Prepared by the Legi1lative 
council ataff 

March 10, 1987 

BILL NO.t ffB 1078 

SUBJECT• Authorization for the 
Board ot Univ•r•ity and 
School Land• to ••11 and 
convey certain land 
owned by the •tate of 
North Dakota 

BILL SUMMARY . 

GENERALt,Y, THIS BI LL c 

As amended, authorizes the Board of University and School 

Landa to e~ll and convey the property known as the "state second 

addition" to Stark Cout,ty, North Dakota, at a price agreeable to 

both parties but not lewA than the fair market value based upon 

two independent appraisals. 



North Dakota Senate Political Subdivisions Committee 
House BIii No. 1336 

March 8, 2001 

Chairman Cook and members of the committee. My name is Dennis Johnson. I 
currently serve as the President of the Dickinson City Commission. I apologize for not 
being able to appear before you in person. I am testifying In support of HB 13361 which 
removes the 1987 requirement that the property in question be used for a fairground. 

This property Is located just west of Dickinson near the lw94 west Interchange. Fourteen 
years ago there may have been good reasons why this property be used for a 
fairground. Dickinson then was in the middle of a severe economic oil downturn and 
economic recovery at that time was far from certain. The property was a fair distance 
from the city. 

Very few people in 1987 could foresee Dickinson making an economic recovery and 
growing to the west, but that is precisely what is happening. I believe the city's growth 
prospects for the future are excellent and I expect the city's growth In a westerly 
direction to continue. Because of this property's proximity to the city, the city's growth to 
the west raises a valid concern regarding whether or not this property today and In the 
future Is an appropriate location for a fairground. 

I believe the definition of a fairground today has changed from one of fourteen years 
ago. Fourteen years ago, a fairground likely did not include motorized sports. Today, In 
Stark County It does. In my vie·..v, this property is too close to the City to be an 
appropriate site for motorized sports. 

I believe also, this Is an Issue with a local control dimension. The Stark County 
Commission knows what is best for our (''.,mmunlty and should have greater latitude to 
decide how this land be used and not be restricted to using it solely for a fairground. t 
believe If granted greater latitude the County Commission will make a responsible 
decision in the best Interest of the citizens of Stark County. 

Earlier In the session, the Senate passed SB No. 2066 requiring Stark County to use 
this property for fairgrounds by July 11 2011 and should Stark County fail to do s01 the 
property would revert back to the state of North Dakota. I am opposed to this bill. Stark 
County In 1987 paid the state of North Dakota fair market value for the property. I 
believe the property should remain with Stark County, 

Thank you for the opportunity to have my testimony presented to you. 

Sincerely Yours1 C}J' Dlck'.nson (:~----) _ 

~~-µ.____, ___ -, 
Dennis W. Johnson 
City Commission President 



• 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1336 

Chainnun Cook and members of the Scnutc Political Sub<li visions Committee: 

My name is Greg Sund. I am the Dickinson City Administrutor. I support H B 1336 
because it resolves un issue regarding u parcel of land in West Dickinson and in doing so 
establishes local control over the land. HB 1336 seeks to remove the limitations 
established in a 1987 luw that required Sturk County to establish n fairgrounds on lund it 
purchased from the State. 

Since this propc11y is in the Dickinson City limits, the City has a vested interest in the 
development of the property from u planning perspective, In 1987, a fairgrounds was 
believed to be agricultural in nature. Today discussiot, regarding a fairgrounds has 
included the development of a motorized sports urea. Since the definition of the 
components of a fairgrounds has changed considerably in recent yeurs, the City is 
concerned about the appropriate use of the property and the affect of thut use on other 
properties. 

This land is located on the western edge of Dickinson. In l 987, there was little or no 
development in west Dickinson. However, in recent years thut has changed. The State 
Addition, which is located just cast of this land now hus several residential improvements 
on it and mnny more urc planned in the future, Because of this fact, the limitation of 
developing the land in question us a fairgrounds is too restrictive for the uses thut mny he 
ncccptnblc to homeowners in the urcn. 

This bill also eliminates the reversionury clause in the original luw. We believe this is 
necessary because we understand this is the only sale to a local government existing 
today that indudcs such a clause. At the time the land was purchased, it was apprnised 
by independent appraisers. Stark County purchased the land for the market price. While 
Stark County has not yet developed u fairgrounds on the property, it is not because the 
County has ignored the issue. The desire to develop n foirgrounds has been un active 
issue of Stork County government since well befo1·e this land was purchased and 
continues to be an active proposal wdny. The County experienced difficulty raising 
sufficient moneys to covet' the cost of fairground development, which is the mujor rcuson 
thl~Y hnvo not yet established a fairground. In addition, as mentioned above, the 
discussion of the components of a fairground have changed considerably in recent years. 
The inclusion of u motorized sports nrca in the fnirgrounds hus drawn controversy1 which 
has slowed the development. 

I usk the committee to puss this bill out of committee with n 11D0 Puss., reconunen<lution 
because it witl create a rensonnble limitntion on the use of the property that is not too 
restrictive und estnblishcs locul control over the dcvelopmerit of the land. 

Respectfully, 

4~d····;-· Greg'?1/f/ .. 
Dick~ ministrator 
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Bill would expand land uses 
House OKs fairgrounds bill sponsored by Dickinson lawmaker 
By RICHARD VOLESKY 

The Dickinson Press 

A wetlands area could be in­
cluded in a proposed fairgrounds 
located in west Dickinson as tlle 
result of a bill approved by the 
state Hous~ a legislator said 
Thursday: 

In a vote of 96-0. the House on 
Wednesday approved a bill spon-­
sored by Rep_ Frank Kl~ R­
Dickinson_ 

The bill would change North 

Dakota law by saying that land 
which tb.e state sold to Stark 
County in 1988 can be used for a 
"public purpose." 

The law currently says the 170-
acre ~ct of land must be used 
for~~unds. 

.Klifu. said the change was im­
portant because Burleigh County 
bad considered putting a water 
pond in its fairgrounds_ But it was 
determined that a pond didn't fit 
into the definition o: a fair­
grounds. 

A wet!ands area is one of the 
numerous amenities being con­
sidered for Stark County·s 170-
acre parcel, and so Klein said he 
wanted to make sure that a wet­
lands could be allowed. 

Some fairgrounds supporters 
have said the wetlands could be 
used for educational purposes. 

Klein's bill is House Bill 1336. 
Next. it will go before a Senate 
committee and then before the 
full Senate. 

Another bill - Senate Bill 2066 -

sets July I. 2011 as the deadline 
by which Stark County must d~ 
veiop the fairgrounds site. The 
Senate approved the bill in Jan­
uary. 

If the county doesn't meet the 
deadline. the land will revert back 
to the state. The bill was intro. 
duced by the state Board of Uni­
versity and School Lands, which 
controlled the property before 
the state sold it to the county. 

Senate Bill 2066 has not yet 
been voted upon by the House. 



1 Counties want to 
shed restrictions 
By FREDERIC SMITli · l/.~V/41 f~rme;Jr used by the Slate penl: 
Bismarck Tribune . · . tentiarys,Jivestock and farming 

o~rauons;fo three insfaJhnentst 
State law doesn't say what a The 'Orfglnal ·ao ·acres, ~ 

fairgrounds· Is .or what consti• which aucksfop )unction and th& 
tutes fairgrounds activity. So H : 4-H building srt, were pur~h.ased 
ought to clrop the 14falrgrounds" • fn the early 1980s, and there .a;ij 
restrlctlon lt put on lanil sold to no strings attached to these. Thi 
Burleigh County at the Missouri · 11fairgrounds" requirement w 
Vall(!y Fairgrounds, a Senate applfed to the second; 312-actj 
committee agreed Thursday. parcel, bought in 1939 and hom4 

Government and Veterans now·to the stock car track anjj 
Affairs voted a 6-0 do-pass rec• rodeo grounds, The third, ·50 
ommendatlon for S82212, spon• acres aaded In 1991, was sup·~ 
sored by Sen. Dlck Dever, R-Bis- posed to be for•a drag strip. Thl(, 
marck, at the request of the. too, carrle.d the "fairground~ 
Burleigh County Compilssion. requirement. .' · . , ·~ 

There have been taJrs at the .: Committee member Sen. Ric~ 
fairgrounds, · although none for Wardner, R•Dlcklnson, move11 

· several years. There also have the do-J?ass: WardnM ts hot, just· 
· been rodeos~d.~tockcapaces. now. ·about ·another bill . .i..d 

,. sometimes tn· conjunction with a SB2066 ,_:. 
1
that would give Stark · 

. fair, _more often no~. There is a- Cpunty Just' 10 more· years to 
· • plon~r town and a 4-H building make a fairgrounds out of• 170 

that also houses the county· ac~~ purchased fr9m the state 
extensio~ office. - . for that J?UrJ)osa In 1988 or lose It 

Most people would think 4-H back to the state. ,o 
and "fnirgrounds'' a pretty good The bill passed the Senate on 
fit. Yet, when the Burleigh County Jan. 17, 32-17. It orlgipated at thtl 

' 4-H Council tried to l>ond. for Board of University and School 
part of its building, bonders Lands, and is characterized as a 
wouldn't let the bulldlng and · housekeeping measure. by 

,,•:, parJQng lot stray:onto the former . Deputy Land Commissioner Rick 
_ state ·land ht question,, testified. Larson, · · · • t 
County Co~mtssloner Claus· Moreover, .he. sald, the Land 
Lembke, That's because the ~om.-· Depa(1met\ti"had ·contact" with 
panles didn't kt)pw what the state· · twP.. ~tark. Gpu9,ty _Jegi~lators--i.w , 
means by >'fairgrounds," either, M1i?S,' P'~ ldein; RIDfc~nso'fl 
tn case of default, uthey were an~ q.a. Haas, n:~ayJor-:- abpoi 
afraid of owning. prppert)' that the bill ·before jt WJts' sl.lbmf~te~J 
would have a nonconform~ng · apd 11they.didn't oppoS¢ It at all.: 
use," Lembke saJd, . . Now Klein tias a bill . -

The County . Commission HBl336L in the hopp~r to strike · 
recently took over m~nagement·· the .. language about Jafrgrounds 
of thEJ frurmounds from the strug- ·. and. reversfon, ftom the· orlgin(lJ 
gltng Fal'r Board, and fs lookinR 1987 law by which Stark County 
for additional uses for · its ·445- purchased the land. ·Toe Tribune . 
acres,· · · · · · ,· · ··: was not· able· to reach Klein fo't 
· By resolutloi,, . the ~ommls- comment Thursday •.affcmoort, · ·\ 
slon lla$ coqimHted f ,self to pull• , · Granted th~t Stark has been 
lie uses, . lncludJng a possible , slow to develop its fair. But Ward~ 
nature trail-and bird sanctuaij. ner . ·argues: that Stark, Hlce 
Lembke thinks that should be · Burle!gli, paJd the going market 
good enouRh for· the statei he prlce, and says •the state has,no 
says th~ only reason for the'l'fatr• business tryft1g. to Insert dea<f. 
grounds'1 sUpul~tJon was that _ lines at a l~ter date that could 
some legislators wore .)eary of lead to forfeiture, 1-te aJso want~ · 
conversion to commerical or res- . rid of a ufdlrgroun,.ds" designation 
ldentlal purposes, · . that could lnhlblt other publij 

The county bought the lend, uses, · , :'.J· 


