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Minutes: ~~lrnir Froscll.Lopcncd the lrnari11g on 1-IB 1373 rclat111g to jury selection und voter lists. 

I um the sponsol' of this bill uud Sllpport it. II came about when people tulked to tll(.' and said !.hl.!y 

J'cfuscd to vote bccuusc thuy did not want to be put on njury list. I don't foci thnl the ubility to 

vote should be influenced by u jury list. The poll books urc one of the soul'ccs used to pick jury 

members. Jury service ls a necessity in society und an obligation, but it should not be thJd to 

ubility to vote, Chief Justice told me this bill is unconstitutionul. I think we should compile the 

jury list from the people thut don 11 vote, Muybc thnt would increase vote I' tumout. 

,Rep. Delmore : In section 3, would this be other places you could get names'? 

Rep, Skurphol ; Absolutely. With the age of technology, lists nrc easy to come by. 

Rep. EckJ:Q: You talked to the Chlcf Justice? 

Rep, Sknrphol : Yes, we arc good friends, I told him to come and testify. He hns had the 

opportunity to sec this bill. 
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Rep, Ekstrom : I think jury duty is a civic duty and it shocks me that people arc so adamant 

against serving on a jury, 

Rep, Tieman :(820) When you get to jury selection, don't you have an option of disqual i f'ying 

yournclf'? 

Rep, Skarphol : I believe that's right. 

Greg Wallace, Assist. Stale Court Adm in, Cor Trial Courts-ND Supreme Court : I am here in 

opposition to 11131373. (SEE ATTACIIE.D TESTIMONY) 

Chair Fl'Oscth '. ( 1123) Might this be unconstitutional'? 

Gl'cg Wnllace : I believe what the Chief' Justice was rclcr1fog to was a persons right to tl'ial by 

their pccrn, By eliminating this availabl0 list, you will eliminate a certain segment ol' population, 

This may be unconstltutio1rnl. 

Rep, Del morn : Do you huvc access to tax records'? Could this be u I ist'? 

Ol'cg: This would probably be mule biuscd, I do11 1t know for smc if' we have. I know we have 

pl'opcrty tux records. 

Vice-Chnir Scvq.rso11: Even with all the lists as numcd 111 this bill, thc1·c is still a certain of 

populutio11 you don't 1·cuch. 

Greg: We hnve looked nt other lists, Most wc1·c male biases, We wunt !I list that is cquully 

bnlunccd, Poll books ui·c bula11ccd, We get l 0-15% numes from poll books, Most of our nu mes 

come front drivcl's license, We know we miss people thut do11 1 t d!'ivc 01· don't vote, We muy 

miss Nutivc Americans, ThlWC is un imugc that jury duty is bol'i11g, We huvc tdcd to clrnnge 

thut. Wc tty to tukc them off the list once they serve, 01· if you urc culled thl'ec times you an.\ off 

thc list. If you ure subject to 30 dnys service, you me off, We huvc surveys anc1·wal'ds, 1111d most 
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jul'ors say it was H good experience. Loss ol'incomc is a big <..:omplain with jury duty, especially 

those who have to pay daycare 

Chair Froscth : The way the bill is drnlkdi it docsn 't say you can't use the poll book. If you 

need to1 you still can use it. 

GrcJl.: That's correct. But the legislative intent will look like we should not use the books. 

Vlcc-Chnir Severson : ( 1720) How enn we get inon: people lo vote'? I think this is the point of' 

this bill. You want some language for lcgislntivc intent. Do you huve some suggestions'? 

Greg : I don't, but I can get our staff attorney to work on that. 

.Chait· Froscth : Any mol'C testimony for or against'? 1-lccll'ing 11011c1 hen ring is closed. 

(Action--Tapc 2, side A (3145-3345) Clrnir Froscth : Take up 1-1131373, 

Rep, Ekstrom : I move u DO NOT PASS, 

Rep, lkrbcl : I second. 

VOTE: .J.J.. Y~S 1111d -1. NO with 1 Absent. PASSED, Rep, Dlsru<l will carr~1 the hlll, 
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House POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS Committee 

D Subcommittee on --------------------~--
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By E :Rv. e ' = ~ ~ ➔-r~, ('r'\ 
Representatives Yes 

Seconded 
By 

Nt> Representatives 
Chairman Glen Froseth / Rep, Wayne W, Tieman 
Vice-Chair Dale C. Severson / 
Rep, Lois Dc_l,more ./ 
Rep, Rachael Disrud / 
Rep. Bruce Eckre /,,,. 

Rep. Mary Ekstrom / 
Rep. April Fairfield A 0 
Rep. Michael Grosz ,/ 
Rep. Jane Gunter / 
Rep, Oil Herbel / 
Rep, Nancy Johnson / 
Rep, WiJJiam E. Kretschmar / 
Rep. Carol A.Niemeier / 
Rep, Andrew 0, Maragos / 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ .. _[~, ____ No 
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Yes No 
./ 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 1, 2001 4:20 p.m. 

Module No: HR-18·2164 
Carrier: Disrud 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1373: Politlcal Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Froseth, Chairman) recommends DO 

NOT PASS (13 YEAS, 1 NAY, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1373 was placed 
on the Eleventh order on the calendar. 

(2) oesK, (3) COMM Paga No, 1 
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~htk nf J'Jortli Jilahnta 
OFF!CE OF STATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

KEITHE E. NELSON 
STATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR Jnnuary .10. 200 I 

TO: Members or the I louse Politicnl Subdivision Co111111itlL'L' 

SlJBJECT: UQ1_1sc Bill 1373 

SUPREME COURT 
Jud1c1al Wing. 1st Floor 

GOO E Boulevard Avo Dr1pl 180 
BISMARCK. ND 58505·0530 

(701) 328·4216 
(FAX) 701 ·328-4480 

I am Oreg Wa!lacL\ /\sl-dstunt Stale Cuurt /\d111in1strutnr lc1r Trial ( 'ourts. with thl' North 
Dakota Supreme Court. In those duties. I oversee the creuiion nl'thc 111.isler.iury wheel. which is the 
pool ol' potential jurors. 

The .ludlcimy wishes tu L'Xpress ser\ous co11<.:ern with I I.B. l 37J us it \\'ill e!imi1rnte an 
impmtunt sou1·<.:e o!' prnspcctive jurors. 

One or the goals of' 11 good jury system is tn he us indusiVL' of the citizens of' a county us 
possible. That is. in ordel' to m.·eurntely rl'lkc! the nrnkL'llp or 1hc L'lllzl'ns of the enunty. we striVL' 
lo include us wide a vnl'il'ty or potential jurors us possible. lnc:lusion nr voters adds important 
divcrnity to the makeup of' the master wl!L'cl. 

Undct· the North Dakota jury .selection system. 1w111es which arc duplieutcd on the d1·iver1s 
list !II\' cli111i11nted from t11c voter list. Thus. the only n:nwining pnte11tial names frnm the ,·otet·s lists 
me those who do not huve a dl'ivcr's licc11sc, Those mny itH.:lude persons with visual impuirml'11L"i. 
pc1·so11s who hnvc a physical di.subility ,vhieh pl'cvcnls them from driving. persons who do not dl'ive 
because of agc 1 amongst nth<.:t'S, This bill will eli111i11alc these persons from potential jury servh:c. 
dc11yi11g certain se;:g111c11ts of the populution the opportunity to se1·v1.• as jurnt's, 

The bill suggests thut 11u111cs be tuken frn111 other lists. Le .. utility lists. motor whicll' 
1·cglstrntlo11 lists, etc. We lrnve, i11 the past. looked ut including these lists us a sou1·cc o!' 11am<.•s, 
They are. however. binsed i11 fovo1· of mnlcs, That is, most of these lists co11ta111 only one nnmc. 
tmditionnlly, the mnle of the household. Secondly, in 111u11y rnrnl nrens of the state, the 111nili11g 
uddrcss of u 1·csiclcmt is not in the 8umc county of' the physical residence, mnking the list very 
inaccurntc, 

The.• voter llstt-: n1·c nccessmy to ensure that all g1·oups,.of citizens of u cou11ty havc un 
or,po1·tu11lty to sc1·ve ns .iu1·ors, 

G\Vl<:s 


