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Minutes:

REP, M. KLEIN called the hearing to order, with all committee members present,

In favor:

REP, GEORGE J, KEISER, DISTRICT 47
REP, KEISER introduces the bill to the committee, and urges a do pass, REP, KEISER also

states to the cotnmittee that many people have filed suits on matters concerning the podiatric

association.
REP,_KASPER asks how the boards are determined, REP, KEISER states that he will let

gsomeone else answer that question. REP, DELVIN asks if this picce of legislation is passed, then
who would deal with the debt, if the board would go belly up? REP, KEISER replies that he is
really not quite sure about that, Maybe end up picking it up or do nothing. The board does need

to be protected though, REP, HUNSKOR asks what is the amount of funding that the board will

need. REP, KEISER defers the question,
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In favor;

GARY THUNE, SPECIAL ASSISTANT ATTORNEY, BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINI

Talks about formal complaints that have been made. The case is now at the hands of the Supreme

Court, THUNL touches buse on the $32,000.00 that is owed. Licensor and discipline.

The board is now in court with BRIAN GALE. Many financial problems. THUNE refers to the

court cases as GALE 1 and GALE 2.

REP. KLEMIN asks how much money will you need? THUNE replies that realistically they will

need at least $50,000.00. REP, KASPER asks how the board and the members of it are made up?

THUNE replies that the Governor,s office appoints it, REP. KAPSER asks who would pay back

the loan if they could not. THUNE replies that the state of North Dakota would, REP. METER

asks how many peopic have filed complaints? THUNE replies that there have been 25

complaints over the past six years. REP, CLEARY asks how many of the complaints came from

DR, OLSON. THUNE replies that they came from DR, QLSON'S patients, that use to sce

BRIAN GALE. REP, CLEARLY asks what would prevent the board to go to a bank for a loan?
THUNE replies that no state agency has authority to do so, unless the statute allows it

REP, KROEBER asks if any of these cases have reached the Supreme Court? THUNE refirs to
GALE 1, REP, KROEBER asks about BRIAN GALE’S license to practice. THUNE states that

GALE was placed on probation, at the second set of cases the license was then revoked. Later on

the right to do surgical procedures was then revoked. REP, DEVLIN asks how many podiatrists
there are. THUNE replies that there are between 21 to 16 practicing in the state, RE SVLIN
asks what type of money has the board spent on legalities, THUNE replies that it has been over
$5,000.00 to $7,000.00 cach year since 1995, 1t is thought to be believed that GALE has spent

over $500,000.00.
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REP. KLEMIN asks if there is a limit to types of surgeries that a podiatrist can do. THUNE

replics that a podiatrist is strictly limited to the foot and ankle.
In favor:

DR, AARON OI.SON, PRESIDENT - BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

Please sce attached testimony.,

OLSON states to the committee that there are [8 other doctors that support this, OLSON
comments that he has 9 letters of support with him today. There are 21 licensed podiatrists in the
state.

REP, KROEBER asks if there is one lay person on the board. QLSON replies that there is.

REP. KROEBER asks if his term is up in one year, QLSON replies that it is up in June of this

year, then the position will be filled by the decision of the bourd. REP. KASPER asks why the

. complaints comie to the board first? OLSON replies that he doesn't have an exact answer for that,
a lot of people don’t know where they are.

GARY THUNE then addresses the committee with some of the complaints that have been made,

Oppose:

DR, FRANSICAN TELLO, PODIATRIST, SELE

Please sce attached testimony,

Points out (o the commiittee that only one of the complaints went to a malpractice suit, This
whole thing is 4 bunch of muck!

REP, BELLEW asks if they are labeled as medical doctors, TELLOQ states that they are not,
REP,METCALF usks if they win by default, _TELLQ replies that it is assisting by accessing,
REP, KLEMIN asks about the board of examiners. TELLQ replies that he is looking for a legul
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opinion. REP. BRUSEGAARTD asks what are the dues of the podiatric association. THELLO

replies that they are $500.00 for state, and $1000.00 nationally,
Oppose:

BRIAN GALLE, SELE

Please see attached testimony. States that there are outrageous scare tactics going on here,

REP. METCALE asks about not having a doctor on the board. GALLE replies that the need for

one has been lost, REP, KROEBIER asks about being appointed from their organization. GALLE

states that he does not understand the guestion, REP., KLEMIN asks how should the expenses be

paid for, GALE replies that a grave injustice has been done. The board will eventually go away if
you take the doctor out of the board. RIP. KLEMIN asks why he is opposing the bill, GALE
replics that (the tax payers will not pay for this, nor would they want to. This litigation could be
endless with DR, OLSON ahead of it. REP, HAAS asks how the thing between GAJ L and

OLSON ever came to be. GALE replies that they were partners at one time, OLSON had extreme
overhead in his practice, The partnership then dissolved and the split was very ugly.

Being there was no further testimony in favor or opposing the hearing was then closed, Action
g £

was not taken at this time.
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Minutes:

COMMITTEE WORK:

REP, M.KLEIN called the committee to order, HB 1377 was heard on Feb. 9th, 2001,

ACTION:
All members were present,

REP. BRUSEGAARD motioned for a DO NOT PASS, seconded by REP, GRANDE. The roll

call vote was taken with 12 YES, 3 NO and 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING. The motion

carries, The CARRIER of the bill is REP, BRUSEGAARD.

HB 1377: DO NOT PASS 12-3

CARRIER: REP. BRUSEGAARD
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Minutes:

REP. M. KLEIN called the commitice to order with a'l members present, except REP, CLARK

and REP, KASPER.
ACTION:
REP, BRUSEGAARD motioned to reconsider the bill, seconded by REP. DEVLIN. A voice vote

was taken with the majority passing it.
REP. KEISER addresses the committee, stating why this bill needs to be looked at again.
SANDY TABOR. DEPUTY TO THE ATTORNE

TABOR addresses the committee to answer any questions. TABOR states that the board can not

run on deficit budgets. Commenting about the bouard using GARY THUNE'S services

General discussion,

REP. KLEMIN motions to accept the amendments, seconded by REP, BRUSEGAARD. A voice
vote was taken with the majority passing it. REP. KLEMIN then motions for a DO PASS AS
AMENDED, seconded by REP. WIKENHEISER. The roli call vote was taken with 7 YES,
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6 NO and 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING. The motion carries. The CARRIER of the bill is

REP, KROEBER,

HB 1377: DO PASS AS AMENDED 7-6

CARRIER: REP. KROEBER
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-28-3480

February 15,2001 11:22 a.m. Carrier: Brusegaard
Insert LC:. Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

‘ HB 1377: Government and Veterans Affairs Commitiee (Rep. M. Klein, Chairman)
recommends DO NOT PASS (12 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).

148 1377 was placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar.

(2} DESK, () COMM Page No. 1 HI-20-3480
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10677.0101 Adopted by the Government and Velerans

Title.0200 Affairs Commitiee
February 20, 2001

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 1377 HOUSE GVA 2/20/01
Page 1, line 7, after "Dakota” insert "or other sources”

Page 1, line 10, replace ", subject to the following conditions:" with a period
Page 1, remove lines 11 through 15

Page 1, ling 16, remove "4." and replace "establishes" with "may establish”
Page 1, line 18, replace "is" with "must be"

Page 1, remove lines 19 through 21

Page 1, fine 22, remove "7." and replace “reverts back” to "must revert’

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 10677.0101
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HA-31-4047

February 20, 2001 3:45 p.m, Carrier: Kroeber
insert LC: 10677.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1377: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M. Klein, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (7 YEAS, 6 '.1YS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1377 was placed

on the Sixth order on the calendar,

Page 1, line 7, after "Dakota” ingert "or other sources”

Page 1, line 10, replace *, subject 1o the following conditions:" with a period
Page 1, remove lines 11 through 15

Page 1, line 16, remove “4." and replace "establishes” with "may establish”
Page 1, line 18, replace "is" with "must be"

Page 1, remove lines 19 through 21

Page 1, line 22, remove "7." and replace "reverts back” to "must revert”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DEBK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 MR-31:4047




2001 SENATE GOVERNMENT AND VETLERANS AFFAIRS

HB 1377




2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1377
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
O Conference Commitiee

Hearing Date March 15, 2001

TapeNumber I Side A f SideB 1 Metery
B R | : 1 0.0-End

- A X Too0233
Mareh 15,2000 24 N 1 17.5-31.9
“Maeh22 2000 21 x| T
_Muarch 22,2001 2 | /\ . X 1 0.0-25.8

Committee Clerk Signature

Minutes: Chalrman Krebsbach cajled the committee to order. The clerk called the roll,
Chalrman Krehsbhach opened the heaving on HB 1377 which relates to the authority of the
board of podiatric medicine to borrow {unds from the Bank of North Dakota: and to declare an
emergency. Appearing before the committee to introduce the proposed losislation war
Representative George Keiser, District 47, prime sponsor of the bill. The bill would very
simply grant authority to the podiatry board to borrow money for the purpose of paying debt
which it has incurred and which it is anticipating to incur in the future. The state through the
legislative process, has established various boards. The purpose of those boards is to serve as an
extension of the states authority to license and to review practices associated with licensing. Any
complaints which might be filed can be filed there. That is to be distinguished from what might

happen through the court system. Boards for example can not determine monetary awards to

someone. If there is damage done to somebody, or if there were some civil complaint, whether it
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is the plumbing board or the podiatry board or the medical board, they can not niuke

determination about civil liability. That must be processed and managed through the court
system, A jury or a judge will make the determination and grant an award. The boards sole
purpose is to license and then monitor the Ticensing process for its members. That ereates an
interesting scenario especially with the stites loss of sovereign immunity. We as a state establish
statutorily boards. We give them the atthority to ficense the various entities within their dominm
and then to monitor those. When appropriate the board can suspend or revoke licenses, They
must by statute respond to complaints that are tiled. They must make a determmation if those
complaints are legitimate or whether they are frivolous. Onge the complaint has been Nled the
board has no opportunity to just ighore it, They must take some kind of action. In the case of all
boards, when complaints are made and have been reviewed, if a problem is discovered then
. appropriate action bascd on a board decision which we have granted, extended the authority to
the board to make, must be made by that board. They too do not have an option to make that,
He indicated he raised the issue of sovereign immunity because if the board doces not act
appropriatcly in protecting the public, that could potentially create liability for the state of North
Dakota. All of our boards get moncy. The legislature by statute sets what their fees will be for
licensing and relicensing, and so on. A portion of those fees goes into a fund for purposes like
any complaints that might be filed, how the board would hear it. how it would process it, and
how it would pay for that thing. The board has the ability to usc the state’s attorney general for
legal counsel, but, due to the limitation of the capacity of our attorney general’s department, they
have, that department has on occasion approved the hiring of assistant attorney general’s. These
are lawyers in private practice. The podiatry board has in all cases been operating within that

. domain. They had complaints filed before them relative to a physician. They had to respond 1o
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those complaints and they did respond to those complaints, They then made a ruling and the
ruling was objected to by the party involved. 1t then went through the legal process. Whether or
not the license had a right to be cither revoked or suspended. This went all the way to the
supreme court on the first round. That is a very expensive process. Weare now going through i
second wave of complaints all the way to the supreme court. Alternative solutions have been
rescarched. One of the problems with the podiatry board and the reason they have 1o borrow
money is the small size of the membership of the organization which is regulated by the board.
We've had a previous bill which would have merged the podiatry board with the medical board.
With the debt which has been accrued by the podiatry board, the medical association was nol
excited about that opportunity. Because of strong testimony in opposition to that bill, the bill has
been defeated. The problem has not been resolved. The podiatry board continues 1o actin the
way prescribed by statute, We continue to have legal issues that are being processed through the
courts at the various levels and we as a state must find a solution. That is why tlus bill is before
the committce. As far as the authority for the board to borrow money is concerned. we need to
provide the board with a vehicle to resolve the debt which is owed as well as to continue to
operate as a board, or to dissolve the board. Senator T, Mathern inquired what the reason was
for the limitation placed in the bill that the board may borrow from the Bank of North Dakota.
Why list the bank rather than say the board may borrow moncey. Representative Keiser
indicated that again this is what is required statutorily. We have to give the state entitics
authorization to borrow from the Bank of North Dakota. They could go and borrow from a
commercial institution. But we must statutorily identify that it is an acceptable practice to allow

them to borrow from the Bank of North Dakota in addition to borrowing from other institutions.

Senator C. Nelson inquired about the fact that there seems to be no limits on anything here. it
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says they may loan the board funds sufficient to pay attorney fees. TUdoesn't say that it is for ths
particular case. [t sounds like to her that itis for add out forever. She indicated she has i
probien with that. There is no limit on the amount of money they cin do, and agaim you are
raising that fee. We have batted that fee increase for three or four sessions now, Why aren’t
there specific limits here? Representative Kelser inquired how Scenator C. Nelson would put a
fimit on the litigation. He indicated if that could be done it would be very simple 10 come in the
back door and say bused on that we will only go to the supreme court on the current cases.
Thit's the Himitand we will go no further. How do we know that five more complaints wont be
filed next year, Hwe had a imitation on the court action, it would be vary casy to do. This
bouard by statute is going to continue to operate. What is going to happen he believes, and the
attorney generid’s office is here. he thinks in short order, the attorney general’s office will be the
only entity defending the board because of the Himitations ot dobtars. The attorney general's
office doces bill them for services and they expect o be paid. Senator C. Nelson indicated but
there is nothing in this bill that indicates this is just for this case. [t goes forever and we have
umpteen boards in this state. Are they going to be standing in Jine outside the door, coming in
and saying, hey we want to borrow money too. We want (o raisc our rates. Representative
Keiser indicated the senator raises a good point. This is precedent setting. He doesn’t like that
part of it. He indicated they should tell him the solution to pay the bill and he would be all for it.
He indicated his first thought was to go to the emergency fund, but then you set the precedent
that every board that ever has a potential problem will just come and say gee, just go to the
emergency fund. This is at least a proposal to have the members within that organization assume

the responsibility and hopefully it works. Senator Wardner inquired how many arc on the

board and how many podiatrists do we have in the state of North Dakota. Representative Keiser
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indicated he would defer those questions 1o others. He noted we have too many boards and some
of them are far too small, but until we address that with signiticant legislation that merges the
various boards this problem will not be resolved. Senator Klizer indicated this is obviously nol
the true solution.  Everybody says it is bad precedent and everything else. With a new wanve of
complaints coming in he doesn’t see this bemng the altimate solution. He indicate he agrees with
Senator Nelson about their being no upper limits. Have you or your committee or anyvbody else
discussed the necessity of bringing these small boards together to spread the risk? That is the
only solution. Representative Keiser indicated that a lengthy discussion was held with the
Attorney General's Office. They viewed this as o significant need to find a solution for merging
the various smaller boards and spreading the risk. We don't have that solution and that will be
highly contested. Chairman Krebsbhach inquired about the amount of the bill.  Representative
Keiser noted that there will be people here that will be able to give you the latest figures. He
indicated he has no objection in putting limit on it however, the minute the amount is limited you
will shut the board down in terms of its statutory obligation. If somebody is damaged and they
sue, he assumes the state can and would assume would be included in the suit, Senator Kilzer
indicated it is the duty of the boards to protect the citizens but, when you have a smaller board it
makes it difficult. Getting back to his concept of merging boards. He is not suggesting merging
large boards with small boards. He is saying let's merge small boards with other small boards
that are not able to carry out their duties. Where would the opposition come from for that
concept? Besides the boards themselves who want to maintain their autonomy. Representative
Keiser indicated the opposition we have seen so far comes from all of the small boards who say
you don’t understand our industry. You don’t know what is involved so how will you make a

detcrmination about licensing, about dealing with a complaint. Those small boards want their
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own awtonomy and waunt to be able to review their own complaints relative to heensare of those
who work in the ticld. They don'twant partics who they don't believe are knowledgeinble 1o be
making those decisions and that is where the resistance we've discovered so far is coming from.
Despite that we must tind a solation. Senator Dever indicated he has two questions, 1. The bl
says (he board may borrow from the bank or the bank may loan. H doesn’t require the bank to
loan the money. Representative Keiser indicated that was correct. 20 Where does the board get
its dircction on decisions to move forward with litigation. Does that come fron the attorney
general's oftice or from the board itself? Representative Keiser indicated he wasn't sure if he
could answer that. His understanding is that the board rarely sceks litigation. ‘The board muakes
ruling whether to suspend or revoke a license. They make that decision, they have an assistant
attorney general who has been their counsel and he has indicated yes vou should da this or vou
can't do this. They make that decision without going 1o court. {Cis when that decision has been
made and gets challenged and goces through the court process up to the supreme court in this
instance that the expenses are incurred. This is not done at the boards request. The bourd is
simply defending its decision. Sandy Tabor, Deputy Attorney General. appeared before the
commitice to present background information on this particular bill. She responded to some of
the questions which had been asked by the various members of the committee. She reviewed the
disciplinary process with the committee. Sometimes Administrative hearings are used to avoid
higher legal processes. However, this does not prevent those involved from seeking appeals in
the courts. She indicated that all of this reflects the bigger issue. Senator Kilzer nailed it. We
have a lot of boards with legislative statutes providing oversight of discipline. The problem is
for small boards the proper processes and procedures are costly. There is not much you can do

about it. She indicated that during the interim the attorney general's office is going to take a very

I
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long and careful look at how Jegal services are provided i the state 1o the state agencies and to
the boards. In the interim we have another problem, The Taw finm of Mr. Thane ts owed
sizable amount of money and the attorney general®s office is owed some money. There has to be
some wity (o help the board figure out how 1o pay for it. Ms, Tabor indicated that this bl
would only wllow the bourd of podiatric medicine to borrow tunds from the bank of North
Dakota. Hopefully during the interim the attorney general's office can figure out something.
Senator Kilzer indicated he was concerned about the very upper Himits of this. Some litigation
an run up into the hundreds of thousands o milthons of dollars. What happens when those
limits are reached, do we just keep going? Senator Wardner inguired about the total Wil M,
Tabor indicated that My, Thune is owed somewhere in the arca of S15,000 and the Attorpey
General's Office about S5,000 or S6,000.  Senator C. Nelson inquired that with insurance we
cap it out with our self funded plan, is there something stmilar ininsurance that the state can get
that puts the cap on things too and himits our liability? Ms, Tabor reviewed the chient protection
program which the state offers to members of the Stiute Bar Association. This might be
something that could be reviewed during the interim as a probable means of funding liability to
some of these smaller boards. Right now she doesn’t know of anvthing like that. Gary Thune,
special assistant attorney general appointed to represent the board of podiatry since late 1994,

He started off by responding to previously asked questions. He indicated that his firm 1s owed
$17.000 to date and he believes that the attorney general’s office is owed $6.000. The board is a
five member board consisting of 4 podiatrists plus one medical doctor who is not a podiatrist.
There are a total of 21 full or pant time podiatrists practicing in the state. Maximum dues at the
present time are $500.00. This generates about $10,000 a year in dues and there are about $2.000

a year in expenses for this board. Each member gets $50.00 for two days of serving on the
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bourd. The expenses of the board but for Tegal fees have been pretty much reasonable. He
presented the commitiee with o handout giving the history of the board since 1929 when it was
formed, Until 1994 it was financially solvent. Mr. Fhune indicated his overall projection on
expenditures is through two supreme court cases is fess than $50.000. There are three lins
present here, 1, The bank, beciause it says the bank may borrow money 1o this board. They will
Jlimit themselves to what is reasonable and what appears can be paid back. 2. The $750.00
maximum fee which may be assessed but can not go higher than that to pay these bills. He
indicated that 17 of the 21 podiatrists i state support this bill with the fee maximum. He
indicated this is five times what doctors pay in fees. The imit will be what will the bunk borrow
to an entity that can raise S15,000 a year total through 4 $720.00 fee maxnmum. There is a limat
and that is 11, Is this the ultimate solution? No! 3. The involvement of the attorney general’s
office. The a g's will take over that which is pending. There fees are lower and that wilf help to
save money. He continued with the history of the bourds debt which has grown as a result of
litigation stenuning from disciplinary actions by the board against Dr. Brian Gale. Following his
presentation questions and comments were offered by Senators T, Mathern, Kilzer, C. Nelson,
and Dever (Tape A, Side |, Meter #'s 40.5-52.5). Dr. Aaron Olson, President of the Board of
Podiatric Medicine, appeared before the commitice. A copy of his written testimony is attached.
Questions were offered from Senators T. Mathern and C. Nelson (Tape 1. Side A, Meter #°s
58.0 to End and Side B, Meter #'s 0.0 10 .S). Appearing before the committee was Tami Gale.
speaking in opposition to HB 1377. A copy of her written testimony is attached. There were no
questions from the commitice. Dr. Brian Gale, representing himself appeared before the
commilttec to speak in opposition to HB 1377. A copy of his written testimony is attached.

There were no questions from members of the committee. Dr. Francisco Tello, licensed
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padiatrist, appeared before the commutee offering testimony in ap.position to {IB 1377 A copy
of his written testimony is attached. Senator Wardner inquired thit i thas bill were to be Killed
how would he foresee the future of this case. Dr. Tello indicated that it hias been suggested that
the entire licensing board be cither partially or completed gutted. For the reasons that Tiive been
well outlined this morning. I the board in hus opinion and that of others who have submitted
Ietters, is changed because of the biased natwre of the board Dr. Gale in private consersation Ixis
expressed to him, and number of padiatrists in the state that if this oceurs that the abihity of he
and his attorney and the new board to conte to the conclusion regarding these complaimts and to
take o carcful Took at all the expert testimony that was gaiven i favor of Dr. Gale, Tello thinks
they will comue to a quick resolution on these complaints. Senator Wardner indicated thit the
bill just says that they can’t borrow moncey. The bill doesn’t say anything about changing the
board make up. Senator Wordner indicated he was thinking if the legislature was to kill this bill
what are the results, What if the board doesn’t change. where does all this go?  Dr, Tello
indicated that when the original 1377 bifl was presented Dr. Agron Olson gave testimony that his
term was up June 13th of this year and that he had no interest of ever serving again or certainly
not serving another term. If he in and of himself is off that board, Dr. Tello feels comfortable in
saying that at least one perhaps two other board members will step down. The entire board is
tired of this mess. 1f that occurs and a new board 1s appointed by the Governor. whether it be by
the recommendation of the association, is discussible. But, with a new board fooking at all of the
evidence that has been previously not utilized, | think that these complaints will be handled
accordingly. There were no questions. Chairman Krebsbach indicated that the committee
would not entertain further testimony at this time. [f interested parties had Turiher information

for the committee, she encouraged them to get them to the committee in written form. At this
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time the hearing was adjourned on HB 1377, On March 15, 2001 committee discussion was
held on HB 1377, Senator Kilzer indicated he will avtempt to not add more dirt and focus on
the bill, e does not think a Joan at the Bank of North Dakota is the way (o go. This problem
did not huppen over night it's been coming on for six or seven years, This will not be the fast
problem like this. As we talked abowt Gale 1, Gale I, and Gale H there may well be additional
disciplinary problems by many of these simall boards in the future and they all fuce the same
problem. He had the intern draft an amendment which will be o study resolution concerning
boards with less than 100 licensees or less than 200 licensees and the feasibility of putting them
all under one umbrella, licensure board. He thinks the podiatry board with 4 podiatrists out o 20
that are in the state is an unworkable situation no matter even if you do a little tinkering with the
board that we had in 1252 is going to answer the problem. Representative Keiser who is his
running mate in elections and sponsor of this bill presented the bill very well. But, this is just a
short term solution. He thinks a better solution is 1o let the Attorney General continue to do the
lawyer work of the board and let the bill run up some more. He doesn’t thk the bill will run up
too rapidly but it will continue to enlarge, but in the meantime we've got to get the long term
situation in check. If we let them take out a loan, that loan is going to grow to hundreds of
thousands of dollars. The medical board went through the same thing when they took down Dr.
Christopherson in Fargo. The way Gale is going here there is no end in sight. Twenty thousand
or so is just the beginning and before too many more years go by we've got to get this urder
control. In his opinion this is the only way to do it. He thinks the legislature made a mistake in
1929 when they set up such a small board but the litigation wasn 't as conflictive as it is now and
there is no lessening of litigation in the future. That's his individual fecling to not pass the bill as

it presently is but to let the attorney gencral continue to do the work and in the meantime do a
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study and work toward getting everything under an umbrella. In Minnesota all paramedival
things arc under one umbrella, Senator C. Nelson indicated that the reason we huve all these
boards is basically for health and safety. Is there some way that some of these things could be
disassociated from state government? We've got the electrolysis which we've had the batties
over, and massage therapists we've battled over, it seems there's always and they never agree
within their own ranks. Here again they are groups of less than twenty. She is just wondering
why they are under the code unless it's for the health and safety of the citizens of North Dakota.
Senator T, Mathern indicates he thinks there is a reason for these boards. THe thinks it is to
protect the citizenry. But there is a problem of finances. He is not so sure though that the size of
the board is really the ultimate test. He thinks that in a litigious society if you have five or six
physician things going it could take that board down too. Especially if they were cases like Gale
is fighting. He just wonders if. he is not so excited either about passing the bill. 1'm wondering
if you would be willing to extend your study 1o looking at other possibilities when legal costs
exceed a boards ability to address its obligations so we get some language in there about, when
do you use the attorney gencral. Maybe we should use the attorney general sooner, or maybe we
should have an insurance plan. Hc is a little concerned that if we just say study these small
boards, every small board will fee! threatened and we'll spend the entire interim dealing with
their threatened feelings vs. Getting at what we need. Senator Kilzer indicated that he thinks
they should feel threatened because this could happen to them. He has no objection in expanding
the study to include what Senator T. Mathern is talking about. If there is a trigger point or a
threshold where the attomey general’s office has to step in. 1t all comes down to money and
there is a problem with these small boards doing their job. It is very unlikely to happen to big

boards like the medical board, or the nursing board, or ¢ven the physical therapy board. Not only
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are these boards needed for protection of the public but the professionals also want their own
boards 1t really does come down to money and the risks that they ke, [Fyou want to expand
the study and go towards insurance policies or umbrella insurance policies or whateser he has no
abjection to that. Senator Dever mquired aboot Senator Kilzer's comment about 300,000,
inquired if the legislature has any oversight. Senator Kilzer indicated the oversight 1s the audi
and fiscal review committee.  Chatrman Krebsbach indicated that she believes that it as the
membership of the group that is ultimately liable for the bill. Why wouldn’t the members
individually go to the bank or send i letter of credit saving we will be responsible or hable for
this debt and try and borrow the money that way. They said they can’t do it on behaltf of the
bourd because the bourd can not borrow money without some authorizanon. Why cin’t
individuals do it Senator C. Nelson inquired if the chairman noticed much enthusiasm in those
fetters of support. Chairman Krebsbach called the committee’s attention to something she had
run across. She noted that there were conflicting letters from the same individuals subnitted 10
the committee by two different testifiers. Senator Dever noted there are allegations and counter
allegations. At this point Chairman Krebsbach indicated that the committee would hold off
action on this bill. On March 22, 2001 discussion was rcopened on HB 1377, Sandy Tabor.
with the Attorney General's Office offered amendments on the bill to the committee. She also
gave members of the committee a copy of the bill with the amendments incorporated into it. In
reviewing the amendmients she indicated in line 11 she inserted the language, subject to the
approval of he emergency commission. It was her understanding that the chairman spoke with
Senator G. Nelson about this and he thinks there is no problem with this being a request to the
emergency commission. What they would be requesting 1s the authority to go for a loan. That

might take care of some of the concerns about this being out of control in that they will have to
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£o in 10 the emergency commission any tme they want to inerease that loan, There will be some
sort of check and balance there that may give you some sense of comfort. The other thing that
was done in this down on fines 18 and 19, biased on cons ersations that were held she sensed a
concern about limitations but there wiss also i concern about having enough money (o kinid of gt
it taken care of, We put in alternative Jangoage in the thought that the board could kind of
decide. They could cither decide that they wanted 1o do ST,O00 4 year until they paid off the Toan
or they could determine how much they swould have to assess based on paying off the Toan in
three years. This way they have some 7 aibility 1o decide with their membership what they
think makes the most sense. They can go up 1o $1.000.00 and decide the time frume of what they
want to do on this or they can decide how many years they want to pay this ofin and then
determine the amount of the fees they would assess. This would allow the board some
flexibility, O line. 22 through 28 one of the things that hm Flennng pointed out that in order 1o
change their fees they have to go through a rule making process which costs them S$1,000 every
time they do it. The notice part is the most expensive part of ail so since they have such a smal]
membership it would be casier to send something out by certified mail than to pay the cost to a
newspaper and the notice will be. you will still get the same results. Section 2 of the bill
provides the study resolution that Senator Kilzer was inmterested in. With just a little bit of
massage from the Attorney General's Office because we have a general concern about how
special assistant attorncy generals are being appointed and used by the boards and they would
like to have an opportunity as part of this study to be able to look at the system overall and sec if
it isn’t time to make some changes regarding legal services. That is the sum and substance of
this. Senator C. Nelson inquired about shall and shall consider studying differences language

which has been used in several bills. Senator T. Mathern adicated that these are amendments
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that go way beyond what he expected. He inquired what the consequences would be if the
committee elected just to do the study resolution and clected not to adopt the other proposed
amendments. Senator Wardner commented that after visiting with the attorney general and
realized there are some otirer ramifications and that the independent counsel would ke to be
paid, and they could take not only the board, but the state to court to get those, so we decided this
was a better way to go. He felt like Senator Mathern doves, Tet them sweat, He feels these
amendments are good and this procedure is fine. They have to go before the emergency
commission and some of the guys that are on there might give them a difficult time. Senator C.
Nelson inguired who is on the emergency commission Sandy ‘Tabor indicated the leadership of
both the house and senate, the seeretary of state, someone from the governors office or the
governor, Senator Dever inquired how this loan would work? A general discussion continued
with Senators Kilzer, T, Mathern, Krehshach, C. Nelson, Wardner, and Dever participating
and Sandy Tabor responding.(Tape 2, Side A Meter #°s 48.3-End and Tape 2, Side B. Meter
#'s 0.0-10.1) Senator C, Nelson indicated that she would like to know what the original code
was that this bill was based on. Senator Kilzer moved to adopt the amendments as presented by
the attorney general’s office, scconded by Senator Dever, Senator ‘T, Matheen asked for a
division of the question. One section would be the section about the toan provision, the other
section would be in regard to the study, Roll Call Vote was taken on adopting Section A of the
amendments which is everything but section 2 of the bill, 4 yeas, 2 Nays, and 0 Absent or Not
Voting., The motion prevails. Roll Call Vote was taken to adopt Seetion B which is section 2 of
the proposed amendment. Results were 6 Yeas, O Nays, and 0 Absent or Not Voting, The

motion prevails, A motion wias made by Senator C, Nelson to Adopt amendments referred to as

substitute amendments to HB 1377, seconded by Senator Wardner, Roll Call Vote indicated &
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Yeas, | Nay, and 0 Absent or Not Voting. A motion for Do Pass as amended was mide by
Senator Wardner, scconded by Senator Dever, Senator T, Mathern expressed his reasons for
voting no on this bill. Roll call vote indicated § Yeas, 1 Nay. and O Absent or not Voting.

Senator Kilzer will carry the bill.
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-51-6548

March 23, 2001 1:00 p.m. Carrier: Kilzer
Insert LC: 10677.0201 Title: .0300

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1377, as engrossed: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach,
Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended.
recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS, 1 NAY. 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed
HB 1377 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 2, replace "from™ with ™: o provide for a legislative council study”
Page 1. line 3, remove "the Bank of North Dakola”

Page 1, line 7, replace "The" with "Subject to approval by the emergency commission, the” and
remove "from the Bank of North Dakota”

Page 1. line 8. remove "or other sources, and the Bank may loan {o the board.”
Page 1, line 10, replace "a”" with "an”
Page 1, line 11, remove "seven hundred lifty dollar”

Page 1, line 12, after “repaid” inserl ", including any accrued inlerest. The amount of the
annual renewal license fee assessed under this section may not exceed one thousand

dollars”

Page 1, line 14, after the period insert “The notice of a proposed rule 10 assess the fee in this
seclion or revert fo the previous license lee may be sent by certified mail o each
individual licensed by the board in lieu of the publication requirements for the notice in
chapter 28-32.

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STUBY. The legislalive council shall
consider sludying during the 2001-02 interim the abilly of occupational and
professional boards with less than one hundred licensees to process disciplinary
complaints and carry out other statutory responsibilities. The sludy should address
procedures used by boards fo respond to disciplinary complaints and iniliate
disciplinary actions. the boards' ability to pay for the sost of disciplinary aclions, and the
legal services and stafl services available 10 assisl boards with the processing of
disciplinary complaints and the performance of other statulory responsibilities. The
legislative council shall report ils lindings and recommendations. together with any
legisfation required to implement the recommendations. lo the hfty-eighth legislative
assembly.”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK. {3) COMM Page No. 1 RIWINT
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e HMouse Hill 1377 - Giviag the ND Podistric Medicine Board authority to
borrow money from the Bank of Norih Daknta.

Dear commitize Members:
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Respectfully, o
ﬁ@{ﬂﬂg
Charian Mathew, D.P. 14,

Dear Committee members:

| have been practicing Podiatric Medicine and surgery in Dickinson since 1978 and have
served on the state licensing board in the past.

| am concerned about what is happening to my profession in this state. 1 feel
de up of new members who are not involved in the present
years’ long litigation. Making more money
he answer. Already the North Dakota

($500 per year) is one of the highest, if not the highest, in the
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February 8, 2001

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter {8 to exprass my opinion that I am in favor of House

Bill #1377. I do believe that the bill should be passed. It is
,—degperately ngeded in order for our Podiatry Board to be able to
(" funcrion and Mdoes tts job protucting the profession and

protecting tie publfc. If you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to contact me.
\
Sincerel ‘\
A
Cét WU\
Basom Pangfs, 19}
BF1dch
QEMEAAL BURGERY FAMLY NEDICKE INTERRAL MEDINCINE PODIATRY
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Aaron C. Qlsan OPM

Family Foot & Ankle Clinic
525 N, 9th &t

Blsmarck, ND 58501

18:28

This letter is conflirmation that 1 suppert w81377 ¢ geclare
an emergency of the Boatd of Podiatric Medicine and to fncrease

1icensure fees to $750/yr.

sincerely,
Loty

Lee A&, Hfsommer OPM

4 B ay————
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AE: Mouse Bill 1377 2-8001

irom: Cherisn Mathew, 0.P.M. 483 6986(FAX)

1215 Sims,0ickinson ,ND 58601

FAX 10: Dr. Asron Olson 222-0229

Ry conoerne:

1. There is no limit pleced on the smount thet cen be borrowsd from the

Bank of North Dakota by the HD B vard of Padiastric Medicire.

2. Some efforts should be made to negotiate with the creditors to pey back the
dabt on monthly or yesrly besls with interest.It {s very passible that they

might sgrae to this.

.3. There is o provisfon for collecting the expenses of the lnvestigation from the

podistrist who wes Lavestigated. This should Lake care of the sxpenses

ssnociated with {nvestigetion.

4. Thate is o goraral parception ( right or wrong) that the present board

of examiners will not be able to bring this conflict to @ sotis-
factory conclusion. 1 feol thet for the good of our stete esgociation
the present board members should feel chaeriteable eaough to atap
anide end & new board desl with the ecanflict. I am not sute thaot
the new board will be succsesful but this would show goed faith.

then 1 mign“ be sble to support thia. bil’ with some medificetion.
P 4 A = LS E Sy .

Charian Mathew FAX gsent to Or. Ulaon at 2:10 PH. 2-8-01
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NORTH DAKOTA BOARD OF PODIATRY EXAMINERS

February 12, 2001

Chairman of Government and Veterans Aftairs
RE: Bill 1377
Enclosed is a letter of support which had inadveriently been omitted from the packet 1 presented

al the committee hearing and the above captioned bill on 02-09-01. 1 apologize for any
inconvenience,

Aaron C. Olson. DPM ’
President of the Board

Enclosures

02-13-01/lp




February 8, 2001

Re: House Bill 1377

This is & brief bxt emphadic letter of suppont for House Bill #1377, tis my
understending that passage of 1377 would allow the North Dakote Podiatry Board to
accrue debt, which in tum would allow the Board to continue to function as & Podistric
goveming body. Podistry is a medical art and sclence distinct from any other medical
specialty. As such we should, and indeed need 1o be represented and governed by a
board of our peery. As a practicing podiatrist in North Dakota, I believe it to be
{mperative that the Board be allowed to meex these ends by whatever means necessary.

Thank yow,

2 Mot

Karen M. Rinebart, D. P. M.
P. O. Box 2655
Bismarck, ND 58502

Aisan‘and ‘e ¥ WETAR AW TATEA ®A "

P A Y YT L




2-8-01

Madam Chairperson and Committee Members;

1 am apposed 1o Bill # 1377. 1t is my feeling that there are serious problems with the
current Podiatric board, and passing this bill will allow them to continue their corrupt and
unjust practice. | do not believe that the taxpayer’s money should be used in this fashion.
I believe that the current board members need to be remaoved from this board and
replaced with people who will act fairly and function as a true Podiatric Board is intended

to do.

I believe that if Bill #1377 passes it will te harmful to many skillful and competent
Podiatrists. And the people of North Dakota will ultimately be the ones who suffer from
this loss of skill and expertise in the care of foot and ankle problems.

I believe that if Bill # 1377 does not pass, the state and the board members themselves
will be forced to deal with the internal problems of this board, which is long overdue. My
insight does not come from the heart alone. | work in the Podiatric field and with the
people of North Dakota who require this service, every day. | know that there are serious
problems and urge you to make the changes that are necessary to remedy them.

‘Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely

c
Y AN \ N yv -_x\:}\-..i“)k\u.b“

Chris Himmelspach

3917 37" St NW

Mandan ND 58554

¢ mail chrisHH@peoplepc.com




Dear Chariman and Committee Members:

My name is Dr. Francisco Tello. | have been practicing Podiatry in
Bismarck. since September of 1995. 1 was an associate emploved by Dr.
Brian Gale my first 2 ¥ years in practice. | have been emploved with
MedCenter One for the past three years. | have been watness to a grave
injustice with regard to the Board of Podiatric Examiners” prejudicial
mishandling of complaints. [ have witnessed an original $20.000 in
collected licensing fees which took over 30 years to accrue, dwindle to zero
in less than 12 months in late 1994 to mid 1995. 1 witnessed testimony
presented by the president of the licensing board in the 1997 hearing before
the Human Services Commitlee regarding Senate Bill 2068. wherein. he
outlined the financial decline of the Board of Podiatric Examiners over
several years concluding with a debt of approximately $16,000 attributed
almost wholly to legal debt. He went on to ask for support of Senate bill
2068 which, among other issues, stated “Each licensed and practicing
Podiatrist sha:l pay the annual renewal license fee established by the board,”
please note there was no proposed cap to the licensing fee in the bill. At that
time the licensing fees were $200 per year. After testimony from members
of the State Podiatric Association the bill was killed, then rewritten and
submitted as House Bill 1239. It was passed capping our annual fees at
$500 per year. Testimony was given that members of the State Podiatric
Association were made aware of the Senate Bill 2060 only four days prior to
its hearing. The Board of Podiatric Examiners, who initiated the bill, did not
feel it necessary to inform or consult the very Podiatrists they represent.
Testimony before the Senate Human Services Committee aird in




conversations at the next two state association meetings all revealed the
consensus that we would only continue to throw good money after bad. In

truth the Board of Podiatric Examiners currently owes in excess of $20.000

comprised mostly of legal fees.

Once again the Board of Podiatric Examiners wishes to raise our licensing

fees to $750 per year.

In a letter to the president of the Podiatric Association from the president of

the Board of Podiatric Examiners dated Jan 26"’, he slalés “Because of our

low numbers of licensees there is the possible increase of license renewal
fees to $750”. The letter also requested the association’s support for House
Bill 1377. The letter failed to state that the bill had a/ready been submitted
by their attorney and sponsored by representatives Keiser, Berg, and Klein
on Jan 22™. In fact only due to the testimony by the Board of Podiatric
Examiners’ attorney at the Human Services committee hearing regarding
Housc Bill 1262 on Jan 23™ did the Podiatrists in attendance find out about
Bill 1377. Once again, the Board of Podiatric Examiners chose not to
inform.those they represent that they were attempting to raise our fees and
worse, borrow, from the public of North Dakota through the Bank of ND,
unlimitéd funds to continue litigation cost. The combined legal expenses of
all parties is pushing $750,000... and they need more?

The majority of the Podiatrists of the state of North Dakota are embarrassed,
insulted and strongly opposed to Bill 1377. We do not wish for the people
of the state of North Dakota to be asked to assist in funding this travesty.
We do recognize the damages this battle has caused and through House Bill




1262 with minor amendments hope to correct this injustice. This testimony,
along with others, and several letters from fellow state podiatrists unable to
attend, ALL respectfully ask for a do not pass for Bill 1377. Mr. Chair and

committee members thank you for your time.
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Chairman Klein and Commiltce Members:

My name is Dr. Brian Gale. My address is 2418 Coolidge Avenuc in Bismarck,
Fam testilying in epposition of Bill #1377 1 believe that the best way to cotrect the
current debt problems with the Podiatry Board is to change the Board members

immedintely (not in four years); olherwise the current debt problems will worsen

mslcad of improve,

Wednesday evening at a telephone conference mecting of the Podiatrists in the state,

there were somie very strong feclings that were expressed. The most important point
that was agreed upon by everyone was that 1377 was proposed without having a

discussion amongst the podiatrists. lnstead, there was an attempt to push this through

without anyonc knowing about it. The fact that we had (o meef (o discuss 1377

stnfe. This il is self-serving ty spy the Jeast, The Podiatrists voled to oppose tis

. Bill.




Another point that was discussed was that some of the current Board members were
using outrageous scare tactics to try to convince the others to support 1377. The
Board’s attomney and the Board's president are the ones who stand to gain by having
this Bill go forward in its present state. Unfortunately, they did not think the Board
would ever get into so much debt. If the Board were being run fairly and ethically,
there would be no problems with the current Board’s finances. Why would any
attorney allow their client to go so far into debt without advising the Board or all of
the Podiatrists in the state for that matter about the possible risks that would go along
with this debt. At least tell the Podiatrists who have been funding the effort that it is

costing a tremendous amount and will put them into debt for several years.

The third point that was made is that we do not feel there is a need for a medical

doctor to be on our Board any longer, This was unanimous among everyone taking

part at the meeting,.

The Board members should be changed immediately, There should be some way

for the board members to be held accountable because of their immunity. There must

be a way to keep them honest. They shoulr not be able to prevent doctors from being

licensed and they should not be able to destroy doctors who are competitors.




. The lollowing are examples of topics that are in other Board’s statutes however are

not in the podiatry boards statute and [ think should be seriously considered to be

added to ours.

1. Conflict of Interest statement: There should be a statement which discusses

the conduct of the Board members and examples of conflicts of interest. The

most serious conflict of interest is when a local competitor is overseeing a

board as is the situation with the current Podiatry Board. M the doctor can

longer practice the Board member could financi in_hundreds of

thousands of dollars,

2. The medical board can remove one of the members of their board with a vote

of about 70% and because there are so few Podiatrists in the state, wc should

have the ability to remove a board member if 70% of the licensed Podiatrists

in the state agree to it

3. Some boards have in their statute that the state association nominates people
for the board and that the governor must choose from those nominations,
Since there have been so many problems with our Board in this area I think
this would be one way to prevent this type of problem from occurring again.
There is no reason for us to have a board member on our board for 19 of the

past 23 years with most of those 23 years spent as president of our board,

. There is no reason why some of the current board members have been on our




board for over 10 years continuously. There is also something wrong when a

board member has repeatedly attempted to talk patients into suing doctors and

talked patients into sending complaints to tiie board that he is pait of. The

only way the Board president can exercise his power is when a complaint
is made, The more complaints, the more power whether they gre
legitimate complaints or no

. Statute of limitations for complaints. The Board should not be allowed to
review complaints by patients concerning their treatment from many years
prior. The statute of limitations for medical malpractice is 2 years. Why

should the statute of limitations for a complaint to a board be unlimited?

There is something wrong with a board who accepts and takes relentless action

against a doctor when 22 of 23 complaints come from a few competitors or

patients who are seeing a local competitor.

Thank you. I would be glad to take any questions at this time.




[ Conflict of Interest statement

) 1he medical board can remove one of the members of their board with
4 vote of about 70% and because theie are so fow Podiatrists i the
state we should have the ability to remove a board member i’ 70% of

the licensed Podiatrists in the state agree 1o it.

3 Some boards have it written info the statute that the state association
nonininates people for the board and that the governor has to choose

from those nominations.

4. Statute of limitations.
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DATE: Fobruary 8, 2001

TO: Reprogentatives Kalser, Berg, M. Klain

FROM: Dr. Bradley A. McCusker, Prosident-North Dakota Podiatric Medical
Assaciation

RE: Houss Bill No. 1377

Dear Repressntatives:

| am writing In regards 1o House Dill No. 1377, which is 1o ba introduced sour.
This bill is an act to create and enact a new saction to chapter 43-05 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to the authority of the board of podiatric madicine
to borrow funds from the Bank of North Dakota.

A racent telaphone poll amongst tho podiatrists of North Dakota demonstrated
thal, by a margin of 9 to 6 with ane abstention, this bill is not an acceplable piece

of lagislation and therefore cannot be supporied.

We are quite concerned about the escalaling costs of licensure renewal and fool
thal another mechanism to help offset the Board's litigation expenses needs 1o be

found.

The North Dakota Podiatric Medical Association would welcome the opportunily
to work with the North Dakota Legislature In constructing an acceptable
alternative.

Thank you for your time.

gv A]McCusker
ofth Dakota Podiatric Medical Association

Sincerel




Committe Members:

My name is Tom Schaff. My address is

802 S 1st St, Underwood, ND.

| am here to oppose bill #1377. | believe that the
taxpayers money should not be used to bail out
the Board. It only causes more probiems with good
money after bad money. If the Board has the
money they will spend it, but if it doesn’t have the
money they can’t spend it. | believe by changing

the Board members this would help alleviate the

problem.




. Additional Testimony for H.B. 1377
Submitted by Brian Gale, DPM

1. Dr. Olson has a history of misleading the Legistative Session
participants as you can sce from the public documents included with
this statement, In a decision by Judge Robert Brady after a hearing, he
states in his Findings and Conclusions, “relative to FL.B. 1479, Dr,
Aaron Olson appearcd and testificd, among other things, “the bill
doesn’t change anything that is not currently being done.” “... Dr.
Olson specifically explained while most of the bill is merely

housekeeping... it does contain a new definition of Podiatric

Medicine.” "In view of Dr. Olson's implication in his prepared
testimony... For that rule to have an cffective date of Necember I,
1991, the Board had to have begun the rulemaking process almost
immediately after H.B. 1479 became law, and strongly suggests that if
the moving parties behind the legislation were the same as those
involved in the drafting and adoption of the administrative rule, both

the Medical Association and the legislatiue were not dealt with in

good faith,"

o




In 1997, attorney Joe Cichy testified on behalf of the North Dakota
Podiatrists for S,B. 2060, During his testimony, he stated, "'I'he
association, in a telephone survey, agreed to resist a fee increase that
the Board is attempting to establish through the rulemaking process.
The Association members had no prior notice regarding this

bill... Finally, my understanding is that the sponsor was informed that
this bill was merely a housckeeping bill. As you can see, it is

considerably more than that,”

Dr, Olson lists 21 Podiatrists practicing in North Dakota and 5 of
those are practicing elsewhere, The state association does not cven
have a list of all of the Podiatrists who are licensed in North Dakota so
they could be contacted to see if they wanted to be on the telephone
conference call.

Dr. Olson states that he “represents” 4 Board members and has 9
letters of support. However he did not submit 9 letters of support, He

submitted 8 letters of support and another letter strongly

opposing H.B. 1377 from Dr. Cherian Mathew. THERE IS




DRAMATIC EVIDENCE THA'T OLSON AND OTHER BOARD

MEMBERS USED OUTRAGEOQUS MISINFORMATION TO

GET PODIATISTS TO AGREE WITH 1377,

4, Dr. Olson says that he has spoken to all but 5 of the 21 Podiatrists.
Why didn’t he speak to all 21? Why did he call them in the first

place? Why didn't Dr, Olson participate in the FORMAL STATE

ASSOCIATION phone conference meeting? WHY DO YOU

THINK THAT HE WOULD NOT FACE NOR DID HE WAN'T

OTHERS TO FACE KNOWLEDGABLE OPPOSITION?

Dr. Olson state’s, “4 who have not sent letters have told me they

h

believe Board should be solvent & pay bills. What does that have to

do with supporting H.B. 13777 How do we know for sure that Dr.

Olson really spoke to anyone?

6. Dr. Olson also states,” President of the state association (abstention)
supports concept of bill. What does it mean to support the concept?
Does the president of the association know that Dr. Olson was going
to say this to the Committee? Why didn’t the president put that in his
letter to the committee?

7. Then he states, “18 Pordiatrists support boards autonomy. What does

‘ that mean in regards to H.B. 1377? Dr. Olson is throwing around a lot




of numbers but the fact is that the state association 100k a vole where

there were 15 licensed Podiatrists present. No one knows what Dr.
Olson told the people whom he received his letters from and we have
no proof that he talked to anyone else. Especially in light of Dr,
Olson’s previous misleading testimony in 1991 and 1997, his

testimony on this bill should be taken very cautiously.

8. Another document included at this time is the first three pages of the
analysis of the five cases that 1 was disciplined for in the year 2000,
Dr. Harold Vogler who has an international reputation as a foot and

ankle surgeon has made multiple statements about the sloppiness of

the investigation, inaccuracies and obvious and overwhelming
conflicts of interest of local competitors,

9. The next document is from Dr. Steven Kilwein who reviewed 90
surgical cases and found nothing wrong with any of them.

10. The last document is a jury verdict from a malpractice case involving
a patient who died from the treatment of Dr. Olson, The jury decided
that Dr, Olson was 41% responsible for the patient’s death, The Board
received a complaint from the patient’s daughter and within two
months the Board decided that Dr. Olson had not done anything

wrong,




....................................

-------
""""""""""""""""""
.......
v

PO 223 unS P00

-----------------
"""""""""""""""""""
------------
.

JH-@7-1997 08159 LSO CICHY ATTYS

. JANUARY 7, 1897
BEN%%% HUMAN SERVICE COMMITLE
B

MR. CHAIRHMAN AND SENATE coMMI
Jue Clehy YL B §

pTEE MEMDERS!
My name is reprasent. thip North Dakola
podiatric assovtation.
fenate LL1l 2060 epsantlally deals with t
1, and allowlng for &

wo prlncipal areas!

N fae inareana in Sectlion reforcal fee in

geation 2.
Lt & fee

e survay. agroal to resls

goulatlon, in & t.alephon
abliah through the

y¢ Board 1w attampting to aut.
rhare ia & rule pending

0 to $500.00.
jg blll and

Tho As

{norease that tl
AL the prosent Lime,

rulemnking process .
{eengure faos from $200

that would lncrease the 1
jor notlice reyarding th

ta Bill 2060 late lagl. weoek.

rhe Aspoclation membars had 1o pr

{ts Presldent only becamd aware of Bena
11 the members about the Board's attempl tO

There was Nno time to poO
tha opposition to the

o cap on faes, however, with
g gafe to say that t

renove i
he members

va fee incrensag, it &

admlnlstrati
y has

would be opposed t

o removing the limitation the Board presantl

on increasing fees.
jation's voncer

n is that the Board, at this time, has

‘the AssoC
g in axcens

ous manner resultin

rbitrary and caprici
continue vo be

urred by {he Bvar
srian Gal

iich DI Gale preva
Gale, ihe cou

cution by the BO

acted in an a

costa belng inc
1n the case of DX

d and which

e v, The North Dakota puaxd

Lled) an appeal of
rt sald: wihere
ard. And

1ncurred.

of pudiatric Medicine, (in w!

. an order imposinyg discipline on pr.

hag bLeen dlscriminatory, aelective prose




e - A ,
J-g7-1997 Q) OLSCH 1 Sy MTTYS Vol 223 0895 PLudAd

o it ig rather obvious Lhat the Lioard ha# pald DC, gale L0 8 ptebolar

gtandard ghitn it has concerning idantical conduct on the part of
two Roard pmbexrs Who pnrticipahad in the prucemdtngu against DL,
Ggale") and npespite Lhe Board'n xnowledge that Board pranident P
Olson pcactlmad uo—uxtanulvely in the anavomival arad glaimed in
the adminlﬂtrahlve complaint agalnst Dr. qala to be outside the

acope of pract.ico, no diselplinary agtion was hrought againat DL.

pison.”
Thu Courl also gLated that. Dr. olson's panhlclpntlon pnrmeatad

tho entix® prcceadlngs with pnrtlnllty while DX olson 18 tnvolvaed

in a civil Bult against pr. Gale.
A O rogult of the Board's handling of this pattor, Lhere are

varlious gorioud concernsg On tha part of the hasociation memhears

Lpat this pourd, with lLts present 1eadership. would abuee rhe fea

jgaue 1f no

concerning geot lon Y _pad time to poll

iLe members on this issue. However, Lhe gBs8ence of Lt would be to

ne gpliteing, referxral gaos, and payments to do
Yy or peraonally cendoxed, clearlY:

allow f ¢tovrs faxr

medlical gervices not actuall
4 should be :ejected.
wan informad

tnis 19 not good public pollcy an

Finally, mY understanding is that rhe sSpongor
pill was merely 8 housekeeping pill. A8 you can gae, it

that this

nore vhan that. This Machlavalllnn attitude ig

is considerably
r that and the ahove

what gongcerns the Association mombers and fo

on requeats that Lhis Committa® reﬁommend a

reasond, tha Assoclati

vgo not pans' ofn genate Bi

. Thank You for




JO-06~ 197 (U124

70423.0100

Pifty-fitth
. Loylistativo Assembly
of [Horth Dakotn

Introduced by
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SENATE BILL NO. 2060

I 225 BU9S U 03

A NILL for an Acl to amend and roenact seclion 43-06-18, subdivision 0 ol subsoction 1 of
sontion 43-08-18, subgaction 4 of saclion 43-0t18.1, and subsoction 1 of section 43-00-16.8 uf

the North Dakota Contury Code, rolating o licensing and disclplining of podiatrists,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA!

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT, Sectlon 43-05-15 of the North Uakota Contury Code Is

arnended and roenacted as follows:
43-06-16, Renowal of license - Fee - Eslablished by board - Fallure to pay -
.i Relnstaloment. Each llcensed and practicing podiatrist shall pay the annual renewal license
1 feo eslablished by the Loard. Thelieensatoa-may-be-tnoroased-n-ansserdane-with-the-ruimbor

0 ol yearelloonsed-and-practielngin-Nerh-B akola- butmay-net-exesed-ive hundred-dollares The
1 fen must be pald on or before the runewal date established by the board, The person is entitied

2 to an annual ceriflcale or license upon payment of the fea. If the renewal fee is not pald within
13 six months after the date established by the board, the license of the delinquent fitonsee must

14  bo revoked and may not be relssued except upon & new application and the payment of the
16 renowal fee established by the board plus twenty-five dollars and the custs af any hearing held

18 cuncorning revocation of a license for nonpayment.
17 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT, Subdivision o ol subsection 1 of section 43-05-16 of the

18  North Dakota Cantuty Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:
19 0. Aeeepﬁaway#ngwmbhg%weﬂ—dﬂ—wmmngwwm
20 m{erfalsfewa(e&WdrdeeeMefepwsemmome

21 payment-erreselpt Except for the lawtul distdbutlon of profesulonal

o

23

Page No. |

parinerships hs, limited ligbility companles, or agsoclations, paying

o regelving, directly or indirectly, ef any fee, commission, rebale, or other

70223.0100
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compensation for megiogd sarvices not agtually of petsonally rendored. Qe ot . |

{
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SECTION 3. AMENDMENT, Subsection 4 of section 43-08-18.1 of lho North Dakola

Gentury Code s amandod and reenacted as follows:
4. Impose a civil penalty not excoeding ten thousand dollars for each violation, the

3

3 amount of the civil penally tixed 80 a8 to deprive tho podiatriat of any sconOMIC

7 advaniage galned by the viotation of to reimburse the board for angmgy_'um;um
8 | .
9

’v—.

(e cost of the Investigation and proaecding.
SECTION 4, AMENDMENT, gubsaction 1 of section

(0 Cenlury Codels amondod and rgonactad ag follows:
dgo of any conduot constituting grounds for discipline

44-06+16.6 of the North Dakola

R 1. Apersonwho has knowle
12 under this chapter mady ghall report the violation to the board.

Page No. 2 70223.0100
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Legislalive A
ofgg’n'\gnkg?nombly HOUSE BILL NO, 1239

. Introducod by

Roprosontative Keiger

Sanalor W, Slonehjem

A BILL for an Act to amend and reanact section 43-05-15, subdivision o:af subsoction 1 of
geclion 43-08-16, subsoction 4 of section 43-05-18,1, and subseclion 1 of seation 43-05-16.6 of
the North Dukola Genlury Code, relating o licensing and disclplining of podialrists; and to

declare an ermergoncy.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LLEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA!

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT, Seclion 43-08-13 of the Narth Dakata Cenlury Cade is

ainended and reenactod as lollows:
43-06-158, Renowal of license - Fae - Established by board - Faliure {o pay «

’ Roinstatement, Each lloansed and practicing podiatrist shall pay Whe annual renewal license
fee aslablished by the board, The license fge may-bu-hereased-tn-assordance-with-tha-number
ol-years-fioonsed-and-practiting-in-Nerth-Daketar-but may not exceed five hundred dollars. The
foe must be pald on or belore the renewal date established by the board. The person s entitied
{o 8 annual certificate or llcense upon payment of the fed. Il the renewal fee Is not paid within
slx months after the date established by the board, the licanse of the delinquent llcensee must
be revoked and may not be relssued except upon a new application and the payment of the
rencwal fee established by the board plus twenty-five dollars and the costs of any hearing held
concerning revocalion of a Hicense for nonpayment,

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subdivision o of subuection 1 of section 43-05-16 of the ,

North Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:
o, Accepting, paylng, or promising to pay a part of a fee In exchanga for patient

referrals; obtalning any fee by lraud, deceit, or misrepresentation; or the

payment-or-recelpt paylng of receiving, directly or indireclly, of any fee,

commission, rebate, or other compensation for services not actually or

,l -
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January 15, 1997

VIA FAX 223-7865

Gary R. Thune

Attorney at Law

P. O, Box 400

Bismarck, ND 58502-0400

RE: NORTH DAXOTA BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

Dear Gary:

Subsequent to our conversation about the interim final rule
pertaining to the increase in fees for podiatrists, I had a
telephone conference with John Walstad at the lLegislative Council.
He reviewad the notices that are on flle with the Legislative
Council and did not find one relative to the proposed rules that

. the Board of Podiatric Medicine Is attempting to adopt,

Also, N.D.C.C. 28-32-02(6) provides that an agency may declare the
propoged final rule to be an interim final rule effective on a date
no earlier than the datae of £iling with the Legislative Council the
notice required by §§ 4. Thug, because no notice haes been filed,
the proposed interim final rule cannot be effactive, The
subsection also requires that the agency ehall take approprlate
measures to make interim final rules known to every person who may
be affected by them., The most appropriate way would have been to
ineclude in the notice the fact that the Board was attempting to

make this an interim final rule.

Pleasa provide a copy of the notice to me that was filed with the
Legislative Council and also the steps taken by the Board to inform
avary person who may be affeoted by this interim final rule.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

oo
Joseph
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ROBERT N. MEaLS, P.L.L.C.

. MEMORANDUM

TO: David Utlak, M.D.,
Larry Poliner, M.D.

Robert N. Meals Begikers

Jusie 11, 2000

Serious flaws in Peer Review process

I apologize for the delay in sending this information to you. The following information is
derived from 27 years of experience as an attorney and 23 years of representing physicians in

peer review proceedings,

The peer review process in this country today is basically a sham that has been made
immeasurably worse by the immunities granted by the Health Care Quality Improvement Act of
1986 to members of peer review committees, and by state peer review privileges that ara
consistently used to shield misconduct by hospitals that make it difTicult if ot impossible for a

physician who is the subject of a peer review proceeding to obtain information necessary for his

or her defense,

Doctors who are granted medioal staff privileges usually believe they are entitled to keep
those privileges ay long a3 their work is good and they behave as good citizens, They are further
led to believe that if complaints are made about their quality of care or conduct, that the peer
review process provides an avenue of relief by which the merits of such complaints can be fairly

determined by their peers before adverse action is taken against their ability to practice their
profession and make a Jliving, But that is not the way it actually works, Here are the main

problems with the peer review process as it stands now:

1. Widespread abuse of the Summary Suspension procedure, A summary
suspension is supposed to be imposed only where the failure to take the action may
result in imminent danger to the health of any individual, That is the law in
California and the position of the California Medical Association, Years ago, most
“Correotive Action” was taken after notice and a hearing to determine the validity of
the complaints, However, in recent years, we almost never see cases of routine
Corrective Action---practically gvery peer review proceeding today begling with a
summary suspension of the physician’s privileges, which means the practitioner is
irreparably harmed from the beginning, regardless whether there is any merit to the

complaints being made against him or her, From that moment on, the doctor will
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always have to disclose the summary suspension to multiple parties---hospitals,
insurance companies and managed care organizations—-no matter what the outcome
is or the eventual truth of the matter, and that is in and of itself harmful to their ability

to practice from that point on,

. Summary snypensions based on criticism generated by direct economic
competitors or non-objective “outside” reviews obtained by hospitals. Some of
the greatest injustices occur when a physician’s privileges are summanily suspended
based mainly on criticism generated by economic competitors, or by peer review
organizations who are paid by the hospital to review medical records and come up
with a list of criticism that can then be used by the hospital to justify a summary
suspension. These untested comments are used to justify summary suspension of
privileges often before the affected practitioner even knows what is being said, The
suspension is imposed without the benefit of any independent, objective outside
review of the medical records in question. Instead of being objective, it is often the
product of a handful of medical staff “insiders” who make the determination,

The “Standard of Care” is skewed. Frequently, violations of the ‘l‘standard of care”

determined by non-objective “experts” tum out to be nothing more than a
disagreement among doctors over the management of cases when both approaches are

well within the standard of care. One doctor’s point of view is suddenly converted
into a “standard of care” not met by the physician under review, contrary to the
medical-legal definition, which is usually defined by a broad speotrum of approaches

to medical or surgical management,

The Medical Stafl Bylaws fail to provide a “risk hearing” or any meaningful
hearing within thirty days, which means the damaging summary suspension is
then reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank before the doctor ever has

a chance to defend hiimself or herself,

Inadequate notice of the charges before the “due process” hearing. The notice of
summary suspension rarely even provides much insight into the basis for it. The
doctor Is informed of a right to request a hearing within 30 days, and only after that
request is made, is more information provided. But the information provided often
provides little insight into the lssues. Sometimes, the hospital simply provides a list

of medical record numbers with a generio list of “concerns,” such as “lack of
judgment,” “documentation,” “poor surgical technique™ etc, and leaves it up to the
doctor and his or her attorney to figure out what they are getting at, Only alter the

hearing begins du the details become known, when the doctor has no chance to
prepare for the surprises being sprung on him or her by arrogant hospital attorneys,

Unqualified hearing panels. This presents a real dilemma. Usually, the doctors
who are most qualified to judge whether or not the doctor under investigation has met
or violated the standard of care are direct economic competitors, Since these
physiclans can't serve on a peer review panel, less qualified people are appointed,

Just because everyone went to medical school doesn’t mean they understand the
nuances of a speoialty like invasive cardiology. The more ¢nlightened hospitals

.2.
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sometimes obtain a true expert in the affected physician’s specialty-~—someone who
practices in a different arca of the country-—to be a member of the local peer review
panel, and in these instances, the result is usually fairer, Another major problem
these days is that the doctors who are appointed to the hearing panels are beholden in
some way to the hospital—~-either as hospital-based physicians whose contracts
include “termination without cause” clauses, which puts subtle pressure on them to
agree with the hospital’s point of view, or as doctors who are heavily dependent on
the hospital to provide them with equipment necessary to maintain their practice.

“Rambo” hospital attorneys who take a “no holds barred, win-at-any-cost”
approach to peer review proceedingy on behalf of their client. Two types of legal
proceedings, although adversarial, should be approachied more with an interest in
discovering the truth than in “winning” and “losing.” One is divorce, where there can
never be any real “winners,” and the other is peer review, where a professional’s
entire career is usually on the line. Yet many hospital attorneys will stop at nothing
to “win” on behalf of their client, making it as difficult as possible for the affected

practitioner to defend himself or herself. They delay proceedings, fight to keep
important documents such as commiitee minutes from being disclosed, and do the

best they can to keep the dootor from effectively cross-examining the witnesses
against them,

Inherently unfair Hearing Procedures in the Medical Staflf Bylaws, These
include making the doctor “appeal” an adverse action before the hospital or medical
stafl has ever proven the case against him or her; putting the “burden of proof” on the
affected doctor to prove that the adverse action taken against him or her was
“arbitrary, irrational or without any factual basis,” which is almost {impossible burden
to carry, when the burden should simply be on the hospital at the beginning to prove a
lack of competence or conduct that significantly disrupts its operations; allowing rank
hearsay such as a report by an expert to be considered as evidence without any
opporiunity to cross-examine the person who wrote it; and, in many bylaws, allowing
the doctor to have an atiorney, buf not allowing the attorney to speak at the hearing,
which forces the doctor to presetit the entire case himself or herself. The latter is
often seen partioularly in Texas and Georgla, and in every instance I know of, it
results in disaster for the doctor, who has no legal training and is inept at representing

himself or herself, The worst abuse, however, is a procedure that provides that
whatever decigion is made by the hearing panel is then referyed back 1o the Medical
Executive Committee, which is usually the adverse party to begin with. The bylaws

then provide that the MEC can “modify the ‘recommendation’ of the hearing
committee” any way it wants, What this allows the MEC 10 do~--and this frequently

happens in ca1es I have seen-«-is simply REJECT THE DECISION OF THE
HEARING COMMITTEE WITHOUT EVEN GIVING A REASON, and then make
the doctor who jusi prevailed appeal that decisior to the Board of Directors or
Trustees, which almost always rubber-stamps the MEC’s decision| This turns the
whole prooess into a true sham (usually alter the dootor has spent thousands of dollars

in attorneys fees and expert wilness fees trying to defend the case) because even
though his or her peers sided with the doctor and recommended reinstatement of
privileges, the MEC just voids the decision and the doctor loses anyway. This

.3
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July 31, 2000

GOVERNOR ED SCHAFER

GCOVERNOR, STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING

600 EAST BOULEVARD

GROUND FLOOR

BISMARCK, ND 58505-0001

RE: APPLICATION FOR BOARD

Dear Governor Schafer:

In mid~June 2000, the members of the North Dakota
Podiatric Medical Association received a letter from
our gecretary requesting from our President, Dr. Brad
McCusker, that anyone interested in serving on the
North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medical BExaminers

£ill out an application.

Three days later, after opening up that request, I
read in the Bismarck Tribune that a person was
already appointed to the Board to replace an existing
member who no long wished to serve his pogition.

This outraged me! I even became more angry when I
found out who the person was that you had appointed.

I feel I am a sensible and reasonable person,
therefore I walted to give thought to this, over a
month, as you can see from the date of this letter

before returning any comments,

The first thing I want to make perfectly clear is
that I have nothing personal against the gentleman
appointed to the board., 1In fact, I know colleagues
of mine who think very highly of him., I personally
do not know him myself. This in no way reflects
anything personal against the gentleman who was

chosen for the boaxrd. RECEIVED

AUGO 1 2000
DAKOTA FOQT & ANKLE

ROVIDING COMPRENENSIVE HEALTII AND WELLNESS SERVICES TO THE RESIDENTS AND VISITORS OF THE REGION,




Governor Schafer
July 31, 2000
Page 2

RE: APPLICATION FOR BOARD

This caused me to become suspicious. This gentleman
has been a phantom to our agsociation in the state of
Noxrth Dalkota. Hue has played no role in woxling on
our sgcope of practice, nor has he attended any
meetings in order to support the Association of
Podiatry in the state of North Dakota. Again, I want
to make it perfectly clear that I do not hold that
against him, elther. He chooses not to get involved,
that isg just fine. I have no doubt he is a fine

person and a fine podiatric physician,

What I do not understand, is how he was contacted
before the rest of ug had a chance to even send back

our application.

My concern is the terrible dilemma that the
podiatrists in North Dakota are in, due to the battle
between the Board and Dr. Brian Gale. I have been
following that since the infancy of these problems.
Again, I have to state, I do mean it is a dilemma.

It has cost all of us financially, by increasing dues
to the podiatrists practicing in the state of North
Dakota. It has caused suspicion of the general
public which affects all our podiatric practices. It
hay received national attention, inasmuch as warning
people not to come to the state of North Dakota to

practice,

With all the suspicion and uncertainty between the
Board and Dr. Gale, a new member is then appointed
before anyone is given the time to £111 out the
application. The Board also looks suspicious in that
they appoint someone who has not been involved in any
of the Aseociation activities,




Governor Schafer
July 31, 2000
Page 3

RE: APPLICATION FOR BOARD

I was just in Chicago at an education seminar, with
many podiatrist and orthopedic surgeons. I was
questioned by many on what ils going on in North
Dakota. They made me feel embarrasged being from
North Dakota. I have had a number of telephone calls
from people out of the gstate of North Dakota
wondering what is going on up here. Many of these
people are saying, "Why would you even practice in

North Dakota®?

I have lived in North Dakota all my life except for
the education and training time that I took out of
the state., I did come back to serve the gtate of
North Dakota. I know truly that these people do not
know the whole story; I don't know the whole sgtory.
Surely, the way the new Board member was elected
seems very suspicious, and I sure do not understand
how this was done before anyone had a chance to fill
out the application. I would like to ask, why did we
get the application in the first place, then?




Governor Schafer
July 31, 2000
Page 4

RE: APPLICATION FOR BOARD

I am a native of North Dakota who went out to get
experience in a field I could not get in North
Dakota, but came back to serve my own gtate.
I deserve an answer and an explanation of how this
procesas was done and which looks to be undermining
the active podiatric physicians in the state of North

Dakota.

Sincerely time to heal thig dilemma.
I~ e )

‘ ol e C f@:fteaﬂa*r'/’“"

Steven C. Kilwein, D.P.M,

Past President of the North Dakota

Podiatric Medical Association

CAC Representative for the North Dakota

Podiatric Medical Association

SCK/11b
CC: Bradley A. McCusker, D.P.M,

Preaident of the North Dakota Iodiatric

Medical Association

Aaron C. Olson, D.P.M.

President of the North Dakota Podilatric

Board of Medical Examiners

Brian D. Gale, D.P.M.
Past President of the North Dakota

Podiatric Medical Associlation




State of North Dakota

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
600 E. Boulevard Avenue

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58505-0001
(701) 328-2000

3D T. SCHAFER

IVERNOR FAX (701) 328.22058 TDD (701) 326-2887

July 30, 1996

Dr. Brian Gale
North Dakota Podiatric Medicine Association

107 West Main Avenue, Suite 250
Bismarck, ND 58501

Dear Brian:

Thank you for your recommendation of members of the North Dakota Podiatric
Medical Association interested in serving on the North Dakota Board of Podiatric

. Medicine. Your help and input are appreciated,

Each nominee has been sent an application for the bo.rd. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Naomi Gunter of my staff at (701) 328-2200.

Again thanks, Brian, for your recommendations,

Sincerely,

Edward T. Schafe
Governor

13:02

Enclosure




State of North Dakota

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
800 E. Boulevard Avenue
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58506-0001

(701) 328.2200
FAX (701) 328-2205 TDD (701) 328-2887

WERNOR

July 30, 1996

Dr. Brain Gale

Dakota Foot & Ankle Clinic, P.C.
107 West Main Avenue, Suite 205
Bismarck, ND 58501

Dear Brain:

You have been nominated by the North Dakota Podiatric Medical Association to
serve on the North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medicine. 1 appreciate your willingness

. to serve our state,
You will find enclosed an application for boards and commissions, Please
return your completed form to Naomi Gunter, Executive Assistant, Office of the
Governor, 600 East Boulevard-Ground Floor, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0001.

Thanks again, Brain, for your interest. We look forward to receiving your

application.
Sincerely,
Edward T. Schafer
Governor

13:02

Enclosure




reclitatlion of the witnesses called and their testimony, nor detail

the exhibits offered by the partles.
EVALUATION OF THE EVIDENCE AND APPLICABLE LAW

Complalnt alleqgation re treating fractures of fibula and
The essence of

tibla as exceeding the scope of licensure:

Paragraph IV of the complaint agalnst Dr. Gale is that in treating

three patients, Melvin Keator, Matthew Brorby, and Patrick

Cochran, for fractures of the fibula and/or tibla above the distal

part of the fibula or tibla shaft that dld not involve injury or

damage to the foot, he exceeded the scope of his licensure to

practice podiatric medicine,
Dr. Gale testified that all of the fractures In question wore
in the distal poxtions of the fibula and tibia near the mallecold

of those bones, and thus involved the "ankle and its governing and

related structures," an anatomic area that a podiatrist licensed

in North Dakota may permissibly treat. ile added that his belief

was reinforced by the fact that he was recruited to North Dakota
from Callfornia in 1992 by BDismarck podiatrist Dr. Aaron Olson
baecvause of his advanced medical and surgical training and

exparience in treating injuries to the distal tibia and fibula, as

wall as the ankle and foot. In that regard, he explalned that

while the residency training of most podiatrists is approximately
a year, he had undergone a four year residency involving surgery
of the lower leg, ankle, and foot, and offered supporting

testimony concerning his credentlals from Dr., John Buckholz, who

headed that resldency program.
A falr asgsessment of both the complaint allegation, as well

as Dr. Gale's contention, requires & look at the recent




legislative history of the licensing of podiatrists in North
Dakota, as well as the administrative rules adopted by the Board.

The statutes pertalning to the licensing and regulation of

podiatrists are codlifled at Chapter 43-05 of the North Dakota

Centuxy Code (N.D.C.C.). Prlor to the 1991 sesslon of the

Legislative Assembly, the term "podiatric medicine" was not

defined or used in the statutes. The scope of practice wasg

delineated in a round-about way through the definitlion of the tarm

"podiatrist." Subsaectlon | of N.D.C.C, § 43-05~01 defined the

term as '"one who examines, diagnoses, and treats allments of the
" There can

4,

human foot by medical, surglcal, and other means ...
be no dispute that under that deflnition, treatment of (ractures
to the distal fibula or tibla was off-limits to a podiatrist.

The llicensing law was extensively rewritten in 1991. H.B.

1479 of the 1991 Leglislative Assembly, among other things,
introduced the term "podiatric medicine" and delineated the scope
of practice through the definition of that term, as is relevant

here, as '"the diagnosis and treatment of conditions affecting the

human foot and ankle ... ." Thls bill was enacted into law (1991

Session Laws, Chapter 450, § 1; N.D.C.C. § 43-05-01, Subsection §5)

without revisions to this definition, and remains the same Lo date.

The term "ankle" has not been defined in elther statute or
the Board has, interestingly,

i

adminlstrative rule. However,
attempted to expand the statutory scope of practlice by means of -

redefining "podlatric medicine” through an admlnistrative rule,

North Dakota Administrative Code (N.D. Admin. Code)
§ 63-01-05-01(3), effective December 1, 1991. The scope of

practice under that rule has been gxpanded to include 'Lhe
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Ldiagnosls and treatment of conditions affecting the human fool and

. ankle and thelr governing and related structures ... ." This 1is

slgnificant because the gist of Dr., Gale's position, aside from

what he was led to believe to be permissible when he was recruited

by Dx, Olson, is that the "ankle" Includes at least the malleoll

_of the distal fibula and tibia; the malleoll of the distal fibula

and tibia are merely prominences of those two bones; thus, the
MAW

digtal fibula and tibia are, anatomlically, within the term "ankle

«e. and related structures,"” and, as such, treatment of fracturas
H___‘_'__._.__.....p-—‘

P

"

immediately above the malleoli of either of those bones s within

Lhe scope of practice permitted of a licensed podiatrist who, as
he, has the education and professlonal certlificatlion to do so.

Ordinarily, a duly adopted administrative rule has "the force

and effect of law.," [N.D.C.C. 28-32~-03(3)] N.D. Admin. Code

‘ § 63-01-05~01(3) is a duly adopted administrative rule.

Nevertheless, I cannot recognize this particular administrative
- ey
for the following

. rule, despite the status accorded it by law,

reasons:
According to the 1991 Committee Minutes of the House

Committee on Human Services and Veterans' Affalrs for February 5,

1991, relative to H.B. 1479, Dr. Aaron Olson appeared and B

testified, among other things, that "the bill doesn't change
Either thig is an

—atamy

anything that is not currently being done."

erroneous or incomplete summary of what Dr. Olson, in fact,
- ——

represented to the committee relative to the effect of H.B. 1479

on the scope of practice of podiatrists, (and that, in my

experience, 1s entlrely possible); or Lt is evidence that it was
. not the intent of the sponsors of that blll to expand the scope of

e




misrepresentation,
gt ~4

practice beyond treatment of "the foot," as the law at that tlime
provided, and the addition of the word "ankle'" was only intended

to describe the ankle joint portion of "the foot;" or, lastly, but

most unlikely, Dr. Olson's alleged statement was a deliberate

A deliberate misrepresentation is most

unlikely because those minutes also reflect that Dr. Olson also

submitted written testimony, which appears to be Lhe same as
Hearing Exhibit E, titled "Fact Sheet to Support House Bill
#1479," in which he specifically explained that "while most of the

bill is8 merely housekeeping ... Lt does contain a new deflinition

cof Podiatric Medicine." He went on to explalin that the definition

in H.B., 1479 had evolved from attempts by podiatrists on a

national level to standardize the scope of podiatric practice in

According to Dr, Olson's prepared testimony, in

all flfty states.

the standardized definition agreed upon by the 1990 House of

Delegates of the Amerlcan Podliatric Medical Assoclation, the scope

of podiatric practice included the dlagnosis and treatment of

conditions affecting the human "foot, ankle and thelr governing

and relatad structures," but that the phrase "and thelr governing

and related structures"” was removed from the proposed bill draflt

after discussion with the North Dakota State Medical Assoclation

"to better match the philosophy of the State of North Dakcta."

It I8 not apparent from the committee minutes of either the
House or Senate (where Dr. Olson ls recorded ¢4 having again
offered prepared testimony) or the evidence of record in Dr.

Gale's administrative hearing what this "discussion witin the North

Dakota State Medlcal Assoclatlon" entalled, or what "Lho

philosophy of the State of North Dakota" is. lowever, it soems




falr to surmige that the phrase "and thelir governing and rolated
structures”" was raemoved for the purpose of deterring podlatrists
from expanding the scope of their practlce beyond the foot and
foot~ankle and into the lower leg on the rationale that the bones,

muscles, and connectlive tlssues there were '"governing and relatod

structures."
Tn view of Dy, Qlgan-g lmplication in his prepared testimony

that the phrase "and thelr governing and related structuros" was
deliberately removed from the bill draft in order to daefuso

legislative opposition by the State Medical Association, as wall
as to reflect "the philosophy of the State of North Dakota," the

Boarxd of Podiatrlc Medicine's relnstatement. of that objectlionable

phrase by means of an adminlistrative rule is, to say the least,

most disturbing. For that rule to have an effective date of

December 1, 1991, the Board had to have begun the rulemaking

procegs almost jpmediately after H.B. 1479 became law, and

strongly suggests that if the moving parties behind the

legislation were the same as those involved in Lhe drafting and

adoption of the administrative rule, both the Medical Assocliation

——

and the legislature were not dealt with Iin good faith.

wWithout an adequate explanation of this sltuation,hfﬁaust

conclude that, aside from the impermissibility of an
administrative agency rewriting a statutory definition by means of

an administrative rule, the Attorney General would not have
approved N.D. Admin. Code § 63~01-05-01(3) if the above-described
events had been disclosnd at the time the proposed rule was

submitted to that office for the required statutory opinion.

Therefore, I will only recognize the legislative delineatlion of




the scope of practice, that belng "the diagnnsis and trecatment of

conditions affecting the "foot and ankle," as sat forth at

N.D.C.C, § 43-05~-01, Subsectlon 5. The question remalins, howoveur,

ag to what the addition of the term "ankle" was intended to moan,
As noted earlier, the term "ankle" is not deflned in either

the licensling statutes or the Board's adminlstrative rules. fThe

word "ankle," as used by the layman, describes tLho ganaral arca of

¢
the lower leg and rear foot around the malleoll of the distal

tibia and flbula. However, this layman's "ankle," extonding as Lt

does into the lower leg, but not leaving ldentlfiable boundarles,

is too vague to be of practical use by a regulatory board in
asgsesaing complalnts of podlatrlic practice beyond the scope of
licensure where the treatment involves the reglon of the distal

tibia and fibula near their malleoli.
The term "ankle" 18 defined in Black's Médical Dictionary as

"the joint between the leg bones (tibla and flbula) above, and the

talus (the Roman dice-bone) below." 'Therefore, in view of the

unusablility of the layman's definition of "ankle," the necessity
of an operative definition of that term in order to administer the
provisions of the law, and the medical definition of the term
"ankle," I will conclude that, at least with regard to podiatric

treatment of bone fractures, the term "ankle' at N.D.C.C.

§ 43-05-01, subsection 5, refers to a joint, and not a general
anatomical area, and is intended to define the anatomical boundary

between the foot and the leg, namely the talus bone, beyond which

the podiatrist in North Dakota cannot practice. This means that

even fractures in the malleoli of the distal fibula and tibla are

off-limits to the podiatrist in North Dakota, as a matter of law,




'“ﬁ—_——

regardless of a podiatrlst's educatlon, tralining, or cortificatlon
This would also be tho

-

in treating fractures beyond the talus.

only lnterprotation that would be compatible with Dr. Aaron

Olson's testimony, as recorded in the minutes of Lho House

Committoe relative to H.B. 1479 that "the bill doesn't chango
anything that ls not currently beling done."

When this statutory construction ls applied to the complaint
allegations éonccrning Dr. Gale'as treatment of fractures to tho
distal tibla and/or fibula of patients Melvin Koator, MalLthow
Brorby, and Patrick Cochran, the resulting conclusion is that he

oxcoeded the sgcope ¢f his licensure to practice podiatric

However, Dr. Gale cannot be expocted Lo have his

- et g

medicine.

conduct weighed against the hearing officor's interpretation of B

the law, reached after the fact, unless that Interprotatlion also

. reasonably reflects Lhe law as enforced by the llicensing Board at
e TTe——t
The "law'" In place at the time /

the time the treatment occurred.
—
‘I’ the three patients in question were treated was the Board's ,

g
administrative rule defining the scope of practice as lncluding ¢

the "ankle and [its] governing and related structures."¥# The term

"governing and related structures" has never been defined, and

there was no evidence offered at the hearing to show that the

———

g

Board, in adopting that administrative xule, did not intend the
— e
—

)
term to include tho reglon in the immediate area of the distal

o

fibulax and tiblal malleoli. This, coupled with hearing evidence

g

that Dr. Gale was recruited and employed by Dr. Aaron Olson

~Recause of his training and experience in treating injuries in

. that anatomlcal reglon, and Dr. Olson's participation in the 1991
e - 1
igg}slative changes and subsequent administrative rulemaking,

. 8
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militates agalnat a finding that Dp, Gale was on notice that his

traatmont of tho fractures in question was outslde tho scopo of
podiatric practice, as interpreted and enforced by tho Board of

Podiatric Madlclnae,

Complaint allegation re falling to "properly treat'" patlents
Prior to the

Melvin Keator, Matthew Brorby, and Patrick Cochran.

hearing the Board withdrow the allegations at Paragraph V of tho

complaint that Dr, Gale falled Lo properly treat patlonts Matthow

Drorby and Patrick Cochran, leaving only the allegation concorning

Melvin Keator. 'The evidence relative to Dr., Gale's treatmont of

Mr. Keator came principally from testimony of Mr., Keator and

Timothy J. Bopp, M.D., a Bismarck orthopedic surgeon, and x-rays

taken by Dr. Gale and Dr. Bopp. Mr. Keator testified that he had

slipped on some fce on February 5, 1993, and fractured the distal

HHe related that he was treated

1993, and

shafts of both fibula and tibia.
by Dr., Gale until released from his care on August 24,

at that time Dr. Gale advised him that the fractures were healling

satisfactorily. Mr. Keator sald that when he later began to

experience pain when walking, and the pain continued to worsen, he

went to Dr. Bopp.
Dr. Bopp related that Mr. Keator had come to him on

December 21, 1993, for examination because he was experlencing

severe pain in his lower left leg, and that x-rays revealed
fibular malunion and tiblial nonunion, alony with an inward

angulation, or varus, measured at 23 degrees, which was repaired

and brought into acceptable alignment by surgical intervention on

Dr. Bopp stated that this amount of varus was

January 10, 1994.
far beyond the maximum of five degrees considered acceptable, and




June 7, 1999

RE: Gale v, North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medicine
{Board)

Dear Mr., Norris:

Thank you for discussing the above matter wilh me i
some detall. As you know, I have gpent considerable ULime
over the past few months reviewing voluminous documents and
flles materials pursuant to this action, taken against Dr.
Brian Gale by the North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medicine.
This action generally alleges violations of Lhe North
Dakota Statutes, under Chapter 43-05, and in specific, 43-

05-16 (g.),(k.], & [u.]).
This has included:

Individual physician files from the office of Dr. Gale

1.)
in the five cited cases including radiographs pursuant

to same,
The proceedings & minutes of The North Dakota Board of

Podiatric Medicine's deliberations and actions almed
at Dr, Gale and obtained by Dr. Gale's legal counsel,
Written "complaints" filed with the Board by two local
Bismark orthopedists (all from the same group The Bone
& Joint Center-Dr., Bopp & Dr. Hart), against Dr. Gale
relating to various patient care cases.

Written complaint from the administrator of the same

local orthopedic group, The Bone & Joint Center,

specifying generically, "grave concerns" about. Dr.

Gale's care in "several patient cases" without

specifying the nature of those "concerns",

5.) Written complaint by one Fargo orthopedist-Dr.
Johnson, relating to a patient that Dr. Johnson
formerly treated and ultimately was treated by Dr.
Gale with surgery-this complaint was filed with a
member of the Board. ,

6.) "Excerpted report" information from Dr. Dalton

McGlamry-the Board's expert against Dr. Gale in this

action, incorporated in the formal Amended Complaint

delivered to Dr. Gale. The full report was not
provided or available for review. It is noted that

Dr. McGlamry also reviewed at least three other

2.)
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also reviewed at least three other complainte f{iled hy
the NDBEM also generated from petition by The Bono &
Joint Center, against Dr. Cale and discarded them,
After investigation and Dr. McGlamry's evaluation, no
daviation from the standard of care (SOC) nor any
violations of the North Dakota Statutes was conflirwmed,
under Chapter 43-05, and in specific, 43-05-10

fg.), [k.)] & {(u. These were all dismissed. This has
left five cases incorporated into the present Amended
Complaint, subject herein for review and analysis.

In each of these discarded cases, it was noted that the
NDBPM falled Lo consider all avallable information, and even
more reckless falled obtain additional file information,
known to exist, that would have substantiated and juslified
Dr. Galas treatments. BEqually reckless, the two complainant
orthopedists also falled to obtain outside records that
would have provided the necegsary perspective in thesge same
cases, which were discarded. Such proper dilligence would
have precluded these complaints from being filed initially.

Also notable, only one of Lhe ultimate five complaints
dated 12/20/98, filed by the Asslstant AG-Douglas A. Bahr,
on behalf of the NDBPM against Dr. Gale originated from a
patient-Shirley Sailor. This particular complaint was
received by the NDBPM on 1/29/98. All others originated
from two local orthopedists of The Bone & Joint Center-local
competitors. The one exception being an orthopedist from
Pargo, Dr. Philip Johnson previously mentioned as a prior
care giver of this particular patient. None of these cases
involve allegations of malpractice nor are any professional
lawsuits pending from these cases nor is there any evidence
of factual disability resultant in any of these cases in the

records,

All these cases are suspect based on exisgting file
information that would lead the casual observer to conclude
a conspiracy to harm Dr., Gale professionally exists both
within the orthopedic group-The Bone & Jolnt Center, the
NDBPM and it's President Dr, Olson or both. It should be
noted that the President of the NDBPM, Dr. Olson, formerly
employed Dr. Gale and subsequently have had a well known
adversarial professional relationship. Additionally, it
seems clear there is an animus to harm Dr. Gale
professionally in his community based in part by
anticompetitive considerations with The Bone & Joint Center
& a few of it's orthopedic physicians as well as Dr. Olson
individually along with others working in concert, within
the NDBPM., Even Dr. Johnson in Fargo, another orthopedist,
had previously treated the patient in question, Geraldine
Parsley and failed to consider all information available, in
particular Dr. Gale's records, prior to filing his complaint
against Dr. Cale to Lthe NDBPM. Also notable, none of these
cases has resulted in professional litigation against Dr.
Gale by the involved patients. This is in spite of efforts




to provocate same by some of the orthopedists directly with
attorneys as evidenced by file correspondence,

Also consilder the complaint filed by Dr. Hart (again,
of The Bone & Jolnt Center) related Lo Gladys Wright. ‘Tho
NDBPM's own expert Dr. McCGlamry, notably indicates that br,
Hart himself (the complainant in this particulayr case)
demonstrated "lack of competence or judgment' as well ag
other notable faillures in his records. This included
fallure recognize and document loosened screws and probboems
with the internal fixation, obvious wrongful flexion
position of the fusion site and malunion, in hins improper
surgery to this patient, which in the opinion of Dr.
McGlamry, will result in the need for further unneccessary

risk and suryery!

And finally, as a backdrop, please note that the br,
Olson, the President of the NDBPM 1g involved as a care
provider significantly in three of the present five casos
that have resulted in complaints against Dr. Gale. 'I'wo
cases-Gladys Wright and sShirley Sallor-were previously
operated by Dr. Olson and resulted in serious post operative
problems guite apparently due to inappropriate surgery
performed by Dr. Olson some years earlier. Both of Lhese
cases resulted in destroyed joints that were avoidable by
proper technique and surgery. A third case of the five
involved in this action against Dr. Gale by the NDBPM, also
involved Dr. Olson as a first assistant in suryery to Dr,

Gale-Patricia Lautenschlager,

Many of these issues and questions are legal questions,
and will be undertaken by Dr. Gale's legal counsel. It is
revealing however, to demonstrate the environment in which
these proceedings are taking place. There is overt
hostility demonstrated between Dr. Olson (Dr. Gale's former
employer), The Bone & Joint Center, and in particular, the
orthopedists Dr. Hart and Dr. Bopp. Professional
discrimination is a frequent general occurrence in the
orthopedic community against podiatric surgeons, which is
well known professionally and quietly discussed behind
closed doors. (See attachment from the American College of
Foot & Ankle Surgeon). With this background perspective,
would like to proceed with the individual complaints and
allegations made by NDDBPM against Dr, Gale mostly by hostile
competitors., The format will address mostly the opinions
and "criticisms" by the NDBPMs expert, Dr, McGlamry. "The
Defense response" will also simultaneousgsly address the
formal Board Complaints, which in part, are also included in

Dr. McGlamry's criticisms.

I

s 1 Wright:




Brian Gaole, DPM

4. Final Summary given by Steven Kilwoin, DPM Rogarding o Hoview of
Roview Conductod: Aprit 17 & 18, 1999

Altor oxtonslve roview of BO charts regarding Brian Gale, DPM, | havo come up with a couplo
of concluslons,

Although It must be roalizod that without x-reys for most of these cases, o total sccurate
roview probably cannot be made., But relying on documentation and concoentrating on o couplo
of important areas, | am confidont in raporting that there are no pattorns that | coan identify.

Dr, Gale's oporative timo was very reasonable In all cases that | reviewed and his blood luss
was algo quite roasonable In all cases that wore roviewed. Procedure timoe was vory
compatible with safety for the patient and for cost effectiveness. Also, no cases woro

accomplished in an unusual fast rato of tima,

All cases showed a well documented H&P porformed by Dr. Galo but thoto woro some
qguestions | had regarding the H&P based on bylaws, 1'm not sure what the bylaws at 51,
Alaexius read but many of the charts roviowed had no H&P done by a moedical doctor, Somno

casas Involved general anesthotics which | beliove are always supposod to havoe o moedical
doctor H&P. | do know that the anesthesiologists do theso many timos bocause many of thu
H&P's that were done by anesthesiologists wore documaented. In othar places | could not find
any documantation ol this although it may have been included with the review and ovaluation
tho angsthesioiogist made with the pationt and It just was not documoentud in tho same natuig

us many of the othors.

Agaln, an area of concantration was to make sure that all pre-oporativo indications woro
documented appropriately, | found no discrepancies although without x-ray examinations with
many podiatric cases, thore could be soma chance of error, Although, too, many timoes aach
physiclan has their own prefarence of the type of surgery they would like to do based on thuit
evaluation of x-rays. But in all casos the documaentation did show approprinte indications tu do

the surgeries that were performed,

Also, all of Dr. Gale's operative reports wore complete, accurate and veory timely. In reviewing
his operative reports and his H&P's, the pre-operative dlagnosis seemed to always comcido

well with post-operative findings.
in most cases all the necessary information recorded by the physician was in a timely manner

and in the patient’s medical record. There were a couple of discharge suminarias that looked
like they had been missod or maybo | didn’t find them in the right spot. Again, | don’t know if

the houpital requires a discharge summary.
in my review of the records, very few patlents were in the hospital as most wore outpationt.
in the cases reviewsd, the patlients did lvave rounds made on them daily although thero were a

couple of missed rounds. One was excused by the blizzard and one of the others may have
baon tho rosult of the sheet actually lost bocause there was no documentation of that day by

. any physician.




Roview of Brian Golo, DPM
Pago 2

An evaluation of the charts showed that post-oporative caro goumed to bo ndoquute but again
most of those ware outpationt and thero would bo no post-operative fotlow up othor than tho

post-operative ordors which woro {imoly and accurato.

No conslstent complications woro rocognizad In reviowing the chatts. Tho fow that wote notoed

soomod to be handled appropriatoly and in a timely manner.

1at thore wore no agpocts of any ol the patient's charts that | roviewoed for
ovoluation and treatmont that would make me uneasy of uncomfortablo, 1 actually found no
patterns consistont with any problems and although | may disagroe with somo ol tho
tochniquos used only bocauso | do not do it that way, | find no tochniquos Dr. Gale usut

inapproptlato,

My conclusion I8 tl

Thank you for your confidenco in allowing me to reviow thase charts.

Sincerely yous in hoalthcaro,

stoven C. Kilwein, DPM

Im




. STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA : IN ;ISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH SOUTH CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Hollls Holsveen, personslly, Case No. 08-956-C-1917

and as parsonal reprasentative
of the Fstate of Milo W. Holsveen,

Plaintiff,

VS, VERDICT

Aaron C. Olson,

Deofendant.

ns, we the jury, for our Verdict, answer th

Adharing to these instructlo
cordance with the instructions already given as

questions as 8ot forth herein in ac
follows:!

QUESTION 1: Was the pDefendant negligent In thae medical services
provided to Milo Holsveen during the period of
Septomber 27, 1990, through October 1, 19907

ANSWER: Ye s
(Yes or No)

If your answer 10 Questlon 1 Is "no,"” omit all other guestions, the presiding

juror shall then slgn the Verdict form and notify the balliff.

if your answer 1o Questlon 1 Is "yes,” please proceed to answer Question

20
QUESTION 2: Was the negligence of the Dafendant the proximate
cause of Injury to Milo Holsveen?
ANSWER: __Yes
{Yes or No)
If your answer to Questlon 2 is "no," then you omit all further
questions, sign the verdict form and notify the balliff,
If your answaer to Quaestion 2 1s "yes," then you should proceed to the
Web
next question. ¢D 3 ¢
REOEN




QUESTION 3; Was Milo Holsveen at fault, as defined In thoeso instructions,

for his own Injury or death?

ANSWER: 0k 5
‘ {Yas or No}

If your answer {0 Question 3 I8 “no," then you should omit Questlon

4 and answer the remalining questions.,
It your answer t0 Question 3 Is "yes,

answer the remalning quastlons,

" then you should procead 10

QUESTION 4: Was the fault of Milo Holsveen a proximate ¢auso of
the Injury or death sufferad by Milo Holsveen?

ANSWER: Ye o
{Yas or No)

QUESTION b: Waere other meadical professionals negligent In the modical
care and services provided to Mllo Holsveen during the

applicable period of time?

ANSWER: yf‘ <
{Yas or No)

it your answaer |8 “no," omit Question 6, If your answer Is "vas,"
then proceed to answer remalning questions.)

QUESTION 6: Was the negligence of persons other than Defendant Aaron
Olson or Milo Holsveen a proximate cause of injury to

Milo Hoisveen?

ANSWER: Jes
{Yes or No}

QUESTION 7: Based upon your answers to the foregoing questions, what

percentage of negligence do you assign to:
Others 20 %

Defendant Aaron C. Olson Y %
100 %

Milo Hoisveen %




QUESTION 8
A.

Bl

QUESTION 9:

QUESTION 10:

Dakota.

What amount of damagaes, if any, do you award to
Plaintlff Hollls Holsveen:
past economic damagos 80
(Wrongful death)
Loss of love, affection, and .
support by Milo Holsveon
{Wrongful death)
- Y

Milo Holsveen’s pain & suffaring
{Injury)

TOTAL DAMAGES  §__~ ¢

s plaintiff entitled to Interast on damages as awardod
above?

ANSWER: _ Y\fo
{Yes or No)

If you awarded Interest on damages, what intarest rate do
award, not to excead six percont?

AnswER:  NA- %

Dated this 3¢ 5 __ day of October, 1998, at Bismarck, North

“
S £ e,

PRESIDING JURCR
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10367.0300 FIRST ENGROSSMENT
Fifly- h
Loglaie Assombly ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1262

of North Dakota
Introduced by
Representatives Porter, Brusegaard, Delzer, Devlin

Senators Andrist, Cook

A BILL for an Act fo create and enact a new section {o chapler 43-05 of the Norlh Dakota
Century Code, relating to the cost of disciplinary proceedings undertaken by the state board of
podiatric medicine; and to amend and reenact seclion 43-05-03 of the North Dakota Century

Code, relating o the state board of podiatric medicine.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA;

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Seclion 43-05-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

43-05-03. Board of podiatric medicine - Appointment of members - Toerm of office
~ Qualifications - Vacancies - Duties - Quorum - Records. The board of podiatric medicine
consists of five six persons appointed by the governor for a term of four years each with the
terms of office so arranged that ereterm-enly-oxpies no mare than two lerms expire on the
thirteenth day of June of eaehk any year. A member of the board may not serve for more than

two syccessive terms. A member may not be reappointed to the board after serving two

successive terms unless at least two years have elapsed since the member last served on the

board. Four members of the board must hold doctor of podiatric medicine degrees and must
have practiced paodiatric medicine in this state for at least two years before their appointment,
and-the-fifth-persen one member must be a dostor of medicine; who holds a doctor of medicine

degree and has practiced in this state for at least two years before the appointment, and one

member, who Is designated as a public member, must be a resident of this state, be at least

twenty-one years of age, and may not be affillated with any group or profession that provides or

requiates health care in any form.

A member of the board shall qualify by taking the oath of office required of civil officers
and shall hold office until a successor is appointed and qualified. The governor shall fill any

vacancy by appointment for the unexpired term. The board may employ and compensate

Page No. 1 10357.0300
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attorneys, investigative staff, clorical assislants, or others to assis! in the porformance of the
duties of the board.

A majority of the board constilutes a quorum to fransact business, make any
determination, or take any action. The board shall keep a record of its proceedings and of
applications for licenses. Applications and records must be praserved for al least six yoears
beyond the disposition of the application or record or the last annual registration of the licensee,

whichever Ig longer.
SECTION 2. A new saction to chapter 43-05 of the North Dakota Century Code is

created and enacted as follows:

Costs of prosecution - Discipllnary procevdings. |n any order or decision issued by
the board In reselution of a disciplinary proceeding In whigh disctplinary action is Imposed
agalnst a podiatrist, the board may direct the podiatrist to pay the board a sum not o exceed
the reasonable and actual costs, including atlorney's fees, incurred by the hoard in the
investigation and prosecution of the case. When applicable, the podiatrist's license may be
suspended uniil the costs are pald to the board.

Page No. 2 10357.0300
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10877.0100

Fitty-seventh
Legislative Assembly HOUSE BILL NO. 1377
of North Dakota

Introduced by

Representatives Keiser, Berg, M. Klein

1 ABILL for an Act 1o create and enact a new section to chapter 43-05 of the North Dakota
2 Century Code, relating to the authority of the board of podiatric medicine to borrow funds frem~

3 «lhe-Bank-ef-Nerh-Daketa; and to declare an emergency.
4 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 43-05 of the North Dakota Century Code is

6 created and enacted as follows:
Loan for litigation expenses. The board may borrow frem-the-Bank-obhlorth-Dakoian

funds sutficient to pay for attorneys' fees and costs

9 Incurred in investigatioris, administrative proceedings, and litigation resulting from the board

10 perlorming Its dutles, eubjest-to-the-lolowing-conditions.

12

13 se-lor-the-yoarin-whioh-the-board-s-borrowing-the-dundes -

14 W sess! m al ren license Wunder
18 seclopy43-05 t the time funds are b d.

18 -—4— Notwithstanding section 43-06-18, the boarcyesmbllshe;/{ saven hundred fifty

17 doliar annual renewal Iicensa eel fo‘rke:ch year following the issuance of a loan
18 under this section, and the fee Jermaintained until the loan is fully repaid.

19

20

i Onoe the l0an Is paid In full, the annual renewal license fee reverts back to the
amount established by the board before the issuance of the loan.
24 SECTION 2. EMERGENCY. This Act Is declared to be an emergency measure.

Page No, 1 10677.0100




Madam Chair Lee and Committee Members:

My name is Dr. Brian Gale. My address is 2418 Coolidge Avenue in Bismarck.

I am testifying today in support of HB 1262,

I have testified at the House Committees in regards to bill 1262 as well as 1377, |
am submitting my testimony from these two committees as part of today’s testimony
as well.

There are scrious problems with many of the professional licensing Boards in North
Dakota. Many of these problems are due to professionals submitting complaints or

coercing patients or clients into submitting complaints about their competitors,

There are several examples of "sham peer review” that I know of including my own
current situation. There is certainly a better way to run a Board than to have a
president who has been in that position for approximately 19 of the past 23 years
and to allow that same person to hand pick all of the Board members during that
time. There is something wrong when a board’s statute states that there are 4-year
terms and only rd members chang 12 year , There is
something wrong with a board where there are no term limits for its members, 1t is
a step in the right direction to finallv have the term limits in this bill,

1 realize that this committee has only limited power to make changes. However, part
of the purpose of my testimony today is to bring this serious problem to the
forefront so that changes can at least begin to take place.

There are doctors, Inwyers, architects, police officers, cosmetologists and others who

could not work in this state duc to problems with thelr respective Boards,




Competitors using the peer review process and the immunity that goes along with it

have forced professionals out of the state or disciplined them unfairly, If you are
not familiar with this personally just ask Senator Andrist because he is all too
familiar with it.

I would like to specifically point out a preblem with the wording of this bill in
regards to the last sentence, It states, “When applicable, the Podiatrist's license may
be suspended until the costs are paid to the Board.”

On the surface, this appears to be reasonable because the Board should be able to
suspend a Podiatrist’s license if the Podiatrist refuses to pay costs from a
disciplinary action, It is also logical that the Board would want to be paid and this is
a means (o make sure that the Board is paid.

However, let us assume that the Podiatrist cannot pay the amount that is owed. Let
us assume that the Board has made an unreasonable demand for payment such as a
large payment that is due on a certain date and the Podiatrist does not have the
financial means to pay this sum, Then the Podiatry Board can suspend this license
and not only does the Podiatrist have to stop practicing but the Board never gets

payment either,

The Board can use this to put someone out of business rather than using it as a

means {o ensure the Board is paid. The result is that the Podiatrists in general from

pllover the state finance the destruction of a competitor of & Board member, |
would suggest that the wording is changed so that If there are financial limitations




Approximately two weeks ago, the State Association for Podiatrists in North Dakota
mel via phone conference. There were 15 of the 21 licensed Podintrists who
participated in this meeting, There were several issues discussed concerning HB

1262 and 1377,

There was unanimous agreement that we prefer not to have a Medical Doctor on the

Podiatry Board any longer. The oviginal purpose of having an MD was {o gain

“respect” from Blue Cross/ Blue Shield beeause at the time this insurer did not
aceept Podiatrists, The feeling at this meeting by everyone including two of the
Board members is that an MD can be of very little help when discussing disciplinary
issues especially the current MD because he is not a surgeon. We felt that another
Podiatrist should replace the MD,

The following are some of the topics that are in other Board’s statutes and 1 think
should be added to the Podiatry Boards statute,

1, Conflict of Interest Statement: There should be a statement which
discusses the conduct of the Board members and examples of conflicts of

interest, The most serious conflict of intevest Is when a local competitor

is using a board for personal gain and abuse of power as s the situntion with the
current Podiatry Board, If a competitor is put out of business, the Board member

could potentinlly gain HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS O DOLLARS,

2. The Medical Board can remove one thehr Board members with a
vote of about 70% of it's members. There must be some way to be able to have a

system of checks and balances whereby the Podintrists In North Dakota have some

siy in how their licensing fees are spent and in tarn to be able to nominate and




remove Podiatrists who are not serving the majority. The non Board Podiatrists
should be able to remove a Board member if they are unhappy with their conduct.
3. Some boards have in their statute that the state association nominates
members for the board and that the governor must choose from those

nominations. Since there have been so many problems with our Board in this

area of appointing members to the Podiatry Board, I think this would be one way to
prevent this type of problem from occurring again, There is no reason for us to have
a board mentber on our board for 19 of the past 23 years with most of those 23 years
spent as president of our board, There is no reason why some of the currem board
members have been on our board for over 10 years continuously. There is also
something wrong when a board member has repeatedly talked

patients into suing doctors and talked patients into sending complaints to

the board, The only way the Board president can exercise

his power is when a complaint Is made, The more complaints, the more power;

whether they are legitimate complaints or not.

4, Statute of limitations for complaints, The Board should not be allowed to

review complaints by patients concerning their treatment from many years

prior, The statute of limitations for medical malpractice is 2 years, The Podiatry

Board's own statute states that it’s rccords only have to be kept for six years, Why
should the statute of Uimitations for n complaint to a board be unlimited? 1 admit
that this last suggestion Is self-serving because the Podiatry Board has recently

submitted & complaint for a formal hearing against me that s from a patient whom

I treated ¢ight years ago,




There are many state boards and hospitals in the United States that have serious
problems with the peer review process. 1 have personally spoken and corresponded
with many professionals who have had unwarranted actions taken against them.
These are not disgruntied doctors who have murdered their wives or had sexual
intercourse with their patients while the patient was under anesthesia. These

professionals have not been found guilty of trafficking drugs or other criminal acts.

There is a growing trend nationally to revise the peer review process because of the
tremendous potential for abuse. The time has come for North Dakota to begin

revising the process of peer review as well and I believe that the place to start it is

with this Committce today.

Thank you. I would be glad to take any questions at this time.
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Testimony of:

HB 1377
Gary R. Thune

Special Assistant Attorney General

Legal Counsel to the North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medicine

Before: The Senate Governmental and Veterans Affairs Committee
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chairman

Date: Thursday, March 15, 2001
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DATE EVENT

[—A_WL-W )

July 1, 1929

1929 - 1994

1993

1993
1994
1994 - 2000

1995 - 1996

1997

March, 2000

November, 2000

Today (03/15/01)

Board of Podiatric Medicine created by Legislative Assembly via Ch.
43-05, N.D.C.C.

Board financially sound; No Formal Complaint Procedure Required

Dr. Brian Gale forfeits podiatric license in California, with formal
charges pending, and comes to North Dakota

Two Improper Surgery Malpractice Events Occur
First Formal Complaints (5) against Dr, Gale

Second and Third Sets ot Formal Complaints (20) [See attached]

Co. of AmericARATA) Nonrenewal upheld by U.S. District Court and

Dr, Gale’s Malgracticc Insurance Nonrenewal by Podintry Insurance
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.

N.D. Supreme Court upholds disciplinary action taken by N.D. Board
of Podiatric Medicine - Gale |

Drug Enforcement Administration prohibits Dr, Gale’s possession and
dispensing of controlled substance prescriptions

District Judge Riskedahl confirms decision of NDBPM in Gale i1,

Gale 11 on appeal to ND Supreme Court
Gale 111 formal charges pending
NDBPM indebtedness - approximately $23,000.00




Complaints filed against Dr, Brian Gale - 1994 through 2000
(Not including First Set of Complaints’, filed prior to Special Ass’t Atty General Thune’s
appointment as legal counsel! to the North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medicine [NDBPM}))
Patient/Complainant Date Filed Source
Nancy Miller? 04/01/94" | Dr. Mark B. Hart - Bone & Joint Center
Johanna Johnson? 11/25/94" | Individual complaint to Office of Attorney General
Doug Lawrence’ No date Lawrence wrote to workers’ comp
Chery! Wetzstein® 10/13/94" | Dr. Mark B. Hart - Bone & Joint Center
Geraldine Parsley’ 06/12/95" | Dr. Philip Q. Johnson - Orthopacdic Associates of
Fargo
Gwyn Herman? 12/20/95" 1 Letter to GRT from Richard A. Rodecker - Bone &
Joint Center
Corrine High Elk? 12/20/95" | Dr. David H. Larsen & Richard A, Rodecker -
Bone & Joint Center
Patricia Lautenschlager® 12/20/95° | Letter to GRT from Richard A. Rodecker - Bone &
Joint Center
.
Margic Pulkrabek? 12/20/95" | Letter to GRT from Richard A, Rodeckr - Bone &
Joint Center
Patty Greer? 10/30/96 | Letter to GRT
Marbelle Putz? Dr, Mark Hart - Bone & Joint Center
Karen Dryden? Dr. Timothy Bopp - Bone & Joint Center
Gladys Wright® 01/07/98 | Letter from William A. Strutz, counsel for The
Bone & Joint Center
Shirley Sailer? Hand written note from patient - no date, no
addressec
James Allmer’ 02/04/00 | James Allmert’s letter
Peggy Mehlhoff? 02/18/00 | Mchlhoff’s letter to Board & Governor
Lita Gienger’ 02/10/00 | Gienger & Dr. Manuel Harris - Jamestown
Bill Morrell? 02/25/00 | Morrell’s letter to Board & Governor
Donald Hoesel’ 04/20/00 | Hoesel's letter & Bone & Joint Center
Karen Marter? 04/26/00 | Martet's letter to GR'T
" Date of physician’s letter ' Gule 1 2 Gale 11  Gale 111

Summary of Sources of Complaints: 10 - Orthopacdic Surgeons (Bismarck & Fargo);

7 « Individual letters (some inel. podiatrist’s input )
3 - Letters solicited by Dr, Gale of former patients.
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March 12, 2001

Senator Krebsbach and members of Government and Veterans Affairs Commitice
RE: Support of House Bill 1377

Senators,

My name is Aaron C, Olson, DPM, 1 practice Podiatric Medicine in Bismarck, North Dakota. |
am currently President of the North Dakota Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners.

I represent the four Podiatric Board Members, Dr, Lochner, Dr. Stone, Dr. Deckert, and myself
as well as the physician member Dr. Moen in stating our unequivocal support for House Bill

1377. 1 have also included letters of support from /3 Podiatrists who practice full or part-
time in North Dakota, At the current time, we have 21 Podiatrists practicing full or part-time in
North Dakota and 4 Podiairists who have North Dakota licenses that practic ; elsewhere, Of these
doctors, three support the concept that our Board should be autonomous and have the ability to
pay its own expenses. Of those doctors who practice in the state of North Dakota who have not
sent letters of support, they feel our Board should be free standing and autonomous, however,
this mechanism of financing our debt and debt repayment is not something they wish to support.

I must apologize for much disinformation that has been brought to this and other committees,
Much of it has been directed at me personally. I must equivocally state that I have had no
involvement of any form in the disciplinary actions nor conpiaints that have resulted in our
indebtedness. This has been addressed in multiple legal and court proceedings and has not held
up to muliiple chollenges in the court,

I respectably request a do pass of 1377,
Singeryly RS Tw e /4’//c4njl4./¢

Rec:‘cded( A /"Vaw"ne;, oA /M)

(o To Fite Gom/)/a,w/w;‘fﬂ
Aaron C. Olson, DPM oor Board.
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DATE:  MARCH 2, 2001

TO: DR. AARON OLSON - PRESIDENT NORTH DAKOTA BOARD OF
PODIATRIC MEDICINE.

FROM: BRADLEY A, MCCUSKER, DPM
RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 1377

Dear Dr. Olson:

| am writing In regards to House Bill No. 1377 which Is an act to creale a new section to
chapter 43-06 of the Noith Dakota century code, relating to the authorlty of the board of
podlatric medicine to borrow funds from the Bank of North Dakota,

Although | personally abhor the escalating cost of licensure renewal, | feel it Is important
to support House Bill No. 1377 because of its impiications In keeping the North Dakota

Board of Podiatric Medicine autonomous.

This is my own opinion as a practicing podiatrist in North Dakota. This I8 not to be
misconstrued as the opinion of the North Dakota Podlatric Medical Association,

AY McCusker, DPM
of¥ of Podiatry




1600 South Columbia

Altru Clinle - Main Clinde

Rasd w P.O. Box 6003 ® Grand Porks, ND 58206-6003 o 201-780-6000 & www.altu.org

An Equad Oppurtanity Emplger




S —
‘lI'--._._.._-..........ﬁ

WEST RIVER HEALTH SERVICES

< JCAHO Accredited -
« CAP Aceredited -
Trauma Center Level 1V -

WEST RIver REGIONAL
Mepicat CeNTER

WesT River Heattn
SERVICES FOUNDATION

West RIVER
AMBULANCE SERVICE

VEst RIVER Eve CENTER

:5T River FasiLy CENTER
it River Heat Network [The work the Board has been involved in over the past
few years has been frustrating, not onrly to its
members, I'm sure, but the entire asgssociation and of
course, myself, ag well.

MARCH 5, 2001

AARON C. OLSON D.P.M.
PRESIDENT NORTH DAKOTA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

525 NORTH 9TH STREET
BISMARCK, ND 58501

Dear Dr. Olgon:

West River Home
MenicaL SERVICES

/esT RIvER Nurse Corps
WesTery HoRIZONS
West River Foor &

\NKLE CENTER « Dickinson

(701) 48).4561

There gtill seems to be a number of unanswered
questions and unfortunately, a number of suspicions.
I think for me the most difficult task is trying to
uriderstand the entire mechanics of what has been
going on. I feel uncomfortable with what this

EsT River Heaumi CLINICS 194 pyation may bring. There seems to be no known

Bh%fwﬁsmﬁ limit of how much money can and will be borrowed. I
BAmJEMJ don't feel I understand the repercussions that this
(701 $23.3211 may all have.
Buffato Clini
lﬁg,ﬁ?b“ Therefore, it is difficult for me to support Bill
Hettinger Clinic 1377 one way or the other. Even though I am
(701) 567-4561 undecided, I do want to show my support that I feel
Lemmon Clinie the Board needs to keep its autonomy. and have a means
(605) 3743173 of paying for its responsibilities., I also feel that
Metuosh Clinic we need to be able to have a means of keeping legal
(603) 2274333 representation and to continue doing appropriate
M%£?$4NN investigations and disciplines that are necessary.
New England Clinic
(101) §79-4507
Seranton Clinic
(700) 275-6336
1000 HIGHWAY 12
HETTINGER, ND
$8639.7530
(701) 5674561
www.wrhs,com

(0 BSOSO

ROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS SERVICES TO THE RESIDENTS AND VISITORS OF THE REGION,

____‘—w




Dr. Olson
March 5, 2001
Page 2

1 do hope that the items that have brought thig all
about with the unusual requests to the legislature
for permisgion to borrow money may come to a speedy
regolution, as it is hurting the entire North Dakota
Podiatric profession.

Sincerely yours in podiatric medicine,

i pbra
——

~~~~~ el

[ e S - e .
//ft.m .. =2 PP /,p.\,

Steven €. Kilwein, D.P.M.
West River Health Clinics
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Madam Chair and Commitlce Members:

My name is Tami Gale. My address is 2418 Coolidge Avenue in Bismarck. | am here to
testify against House Bill 1377. 1 am not only here as Dr. Brian Gale’s wife, I am here us
a tax paying citizen of North Dakota. And as a tax payer | am very angry at the thought of
my hard carned tax money going to such a worthless cause, 1 feel there are other

programs and agencics that this money could better serve.

I’m also concerncd about the amendment that was added to this bill when it was brought
back to the House Committee. This amendment is very vaguely stated and il interpreted
wrongly the Board could accept donations and payoffs from competitors and other people

in direct competition with certain doctors in an attempt to destroy his or her practice and

career,

I’m also wondering how the Board plans on paying this loan back and if a forgiveness of

debt is asked for then once again the burden will be placed on the tax payers.

I am also here as Dr. Gale's wife. I'm here to tell a story and give examples of what can

and has happened when a Board is leil to supervise itself with no chiecks and balances o
ensure that fairness and justice is cartied out properly. I met Brian in 1994 and we have
been married for four years and have two beautiful children. I can not begin to tell you

wha this has been fike (o Tive through this. There have been many lies told not only about




mysol{ but about Briun in an attempt to sway peoplo's opinion into thinking thut he is «
bad person, and as Gary Thune has compared him to a criminal. I think the true crimimals
hore are the individuals who have stood before you and misled you into thinking that this
bill is for the benefit of all the Podiatrists and not just a certain few,  This has had a
tremendous offoct on not only our lifo but on the lives of our familivs and (riends. We
have acquired a tremendous amount of debt and most of my husbands’ time is spent

trying to defond himsell against these ruthless tyrants,

J am not an MD, Podiatrist or a nurse. | have a social work degree and work at
Manchester House in Bismarck dealing with children who have emotional disturbances.
So what 'm about to say may at first not scem (o bare much weight but it does. At the
beginning of this nightmare | tried to separate myself from the situation not only because
of 1t being so stressful but thinking it was too complicated for me to understand. But after
a Board mecting in Jamestown in 1999 1 picked up the complaints and records and came
to the conclusion as a person with one biology class to my naine that my husband had
done nothing wrong,. | would like to give you a few examples of how my husband was

disciptined and to give you a better idea on how the Board has acquired this outrageous

debt,

One of the reasons Brian was disciplined was for not taking x-rays during a surgory he

performed. What’s amazing to me is not only did he in fact take those x-rays but the x-

rays are in the record and there are reports from Brian as well as a radiologist that arc also

in the record. Brian pointed this out to the Board members several times in writing., When




I reviewed the record there was indeed an x-ray so you can ask how five supposedly

highly educated men came to the conclusion that it did not exist.

One other complaint that | will use as an example was the Board disciplined Brian on the
basis that he didn't do enough conservative care prior to surgery. The ironic and almost
funny thing about this case was that Dr, I'anous had referred this patient to Brian alier he
folt that his services were no longer helping this paticat and that surgery that Brian could
do was needed. The Board not only did not ask {or Dr. Fanous's records that would have
clearly shown he had done the conservative care but also chose lo ighore a letter sent by
Dr. Fanous stating that he had done the conservative care. A few years ago my daughter
was being treated by a family practice doctor for chronic car infections. Aller many
months of treatment this doclor referred her to an car, nose and throat specialist and g few

days later she was in surgery for tubes removal of her adenoids. Should this doctor have

had (o go back to point A to justify doing surgery on her?

There are a few things I would like to ask you before you cast your vole. [ would like you
to take a few moments and think about il this was happening 1o you. Think about if this
was your wife or husband better yet your child, Think about your child going through
four years of college and getting accepted into medical school and then being accepled
into the first four year surgical residency in the United States. Then after all of this hard

work to have his or her competition down the street destroy their lives.




1 would also ask you to make an educated vote. A vote that would nol be cast solely on
what has been said hero today.  But find out why cortain individuals huve stood belore

you und disrespected you by telling you things that sro not true for their personal pato.

Lastly think about the example you will be setling not only for the other Boards bul all
citizens in the state, | feel that by supporting this bill you are (elling not only the adults of
this state but children that it is OK 1o lie, deceive o use money and power and any

possible means you can use 0 destroy someone's lifo for personal guin.




ALt passes threough theee stages, Fiesty W s ridienbeds Second, it is
violently apposed, Vhivd, i6is aecepted as being selt-evidend,"
Schopenhauer

"Those who cannot remember history are condemned to repeat it."
Santayana

In 19th Century Vienna Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis was humiliated for
proposing that handwashing could save lives. The bias he suffered
we now now address with due process. We seek a Medical RICO
Act to permit our profession to respect due process in the public

interest,

A history of the Semmelweis Society by Dr. Waite follows:

10 July 1993

Dear Colleagues,

The evidence that medical peer review is abused is overwheliming.
my belief is that it is the natural consequence of giving the peer
review immunity in the face of great competition for medical
business. Doctors by nature are competitive, egotistical, and often
arrogant. This assemblage of physiclans has many doctors who
have gone through two or more training periods before you could
get your license to practice medicine in this country. Many are
thus extremely well qualified and more skilled than the doctlors
who grew up and trained in this country. If you are sympathetic
and willing to listen and to work hard you are the worst kind of
competition, one that is more skilled than | am. You generate a fear
that | will lose business to you. Often my worst fears are realized
and you do just that. The citizens like your care.

How does an established physician in the community deal with
this threat? All too often the easy, quick, and elegant way to get
you out of my turf is to use medical peer review. Many of you came
to this country with the concept it has laws that give you aright to
an impartial, just hearing on disputes. We have a model!
Constitution the envy of many societies. We have a Bill of Rights




like a fow other countries do.

The rampant abuse of medical peer review, with its immunity, then
is used agalnst you and Its devastation is complete, you are
powerless to fight it and | hear " but this is America" it can't

happen here. !

What does happen? While your accusers select the judge, or
hearing officer, and they put their friends on the jury, Hearsay
evidence Is allowed. Hence any unsubstantiated evidence is
admissible, and often sought out in large volume to increase the
cost of defending against trivial charges, untrue charges, and
illogical charges all with the plan of bankrupting you. The verdict is
in before the hearing ever begins, The process is semi-judicial,
thus you have no subpoena power, you have no right to compare
your results to the other doctors on the staff. After all you are on
trial, they are not. Secraet documents that come from the qualily
assurance committees etc. will be seen for the first time. The
charges to defend against are vague often. How do you fight
shadows? Now during the deliberation phase after the trial the
‘ local doctors do not have to limit their consideration to just the
evidence heard during the hearing. Since they all know, you or
have heard of you, many charges or concerns they have will be
considered, even though youdo not know about them.

This is a kangaroo court.

This is Immune at the insistence of the AMA and established
doctors. There self interest are often overwhelming. They usually
feel it will never happen to them. It will not as long as they are on

the committees.

VERNER S. WAITE, M.D,, INC,
8221 EAST THIRD STREET

SUITE 205
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 90241

(213) 862-5900
FAX (213) 862-2451

The now president of the AMA, John Clowes, can be heard on a
. commercial tape, acknowledging more than 80% of medical peer




review I8 done for economic reasons, Still the AMA and organized
medicine at the state levels have indicated no desire to change the
system or remove the immunity. it is up to the outraged victims of
this system to change it by vigorous action of our own. No one is
going to do It for you. The lawmakers can change it by mandating
outside doctors to sit in judgment, not tho local doctors. In
exchange for an unbiased jury we will give up our right to sue, The
right to sue is an illusion for most of us for we do not have
$500,000.00 to go to Federal Court. In Federal Court thero is no
immunity, If you get before a jury with the type of activity that
occurs in medical peer review you may well win. This will be after
five years of great anguish and a ruined reputation.

The idea of a data bank on peer review abuses appeals to me.
However the data accumulated must be factual and not lead to the
ruination of honest peer reviewers. Some honest peers do exist.

| believe the problem can be solved. Those who have suffered a
medical peer review have little to lose. it will not go away if we do
not become angry activists. Pressure from this organization, the
Union of American Phyricians and Dentist, The Association of
Physicians and Surgeouns, and The American College of Legal
Medicine can probably be obtained. They are of the opinion the
process is a deadly wrony. Elective representatives in this country
are all too often the pawns of groups who give them the most
money to get reelected. They should be actively lobbied even so,

| wish the Semmelwels Society to go out of business. Until it is not
needed we are doing what we can to combat this problem. | have
testified on the problem and will do so. | think this process can not
stand vigorous exposure. L.ogically we should be able to get the

Bill of Rights, the 6th Amendment for doctors.

Thank you.

Verner S. Waite MD FACS
Executive Secretary, Semmelweis Society

b.List of items and concepts to mention to Sacramento Committee
on peer review.




There I8 abuse of the peer review process occurring on a large
scale in California

The exact roverse of the intent of peer review laws Is occurring.
Politically entrenched incompetents are destroying enlightened

competitors,

Hospitals are regularly using peer review to punish whistle
blowers who expose policies not in the public interest, for
economic reasons, not bad medicine.

There is an abundance of instances where economic motives are
obvlously at play in peer review, and a paucity of instances where
"bad medicine" was the reason for the peer review. We have
repeatedly requested information on the frequency of "good faith"
peer review and have had no response from AMA, CMA, JCAHO,

and CLM. We strongly suspect there is NO data on this, only
assumptions,

Doctors are not trained to do peer review, We are accustomed to
decision by fiat. "My way is the only acceptable way' Peer reviews
are regularly begun with pure fictional charges. it is as if doctors
had never heard of the scientific method.

A lawyer skilled in searching for the truth is therefore absolutely
essential.

Specific written charges are critical so the fiction can be seen, and
thus combated and not conveniently changed.

Destruction by delay is an effective weapon. Time constraints imnust
be inserted to stop keeping the accused from simply withering

away. Recall it takes five years to get into court after all hospital
remedies are exhausted.

False accusations should be apologized for in public once
discovered. Slander Is still effective in destroying anyone's
reputation. A doctor's reputation is his most valuable asset.

The access to the courts is quite limited, there is a "rule of non
review' of medical matters. Assuming doctors are honest is




contrary to medical history

The public's right to good medical care should not be jeopardized
hy continuing to allow monopolies of the entrenched incompetents
to destroy competitors. Free enterprise in medical care would
reduce the costs If hospitals can he made to compete fairly and
unfair practices exposed, and thus change encouraged, now the
voices for change are eliminated by "bad faith" peer review.

SEMMELWEIS hopes to present ways to avoid the web of
entrapment in abuse,

“Sceplticism is the chastity of the intellect, and it is shameful to
surrender it too soon or to the first comer: There is nobllity in
preserving it coolly and proudly through long youth, until at last, in
the ripeness of instinct and discretion, it can be safely exchanged

for fidelity and happiness.” George Santayana, Scepticism and
Animal Faith, IX

---------------------------------

Honorable Richard A. Gadbois
Judge, Central District Court
Santa Barbara, California

Dear Judge Gadbols,

8221 EAST THIRD STREET

SUITE 205
DOWNEY, CAUFORNIA 90241 IV
(213) 632-7105 e (213) W2-59M 14 January1991

| wish to make you aware of the nearly total dishonesty of medical
peer review,

There appears to be an assumption that medical doctors, and
hospital boards of trustees are inherently honest. After five years
of gathering data we can conservatively conclude that 90% of
medical peer review is done for only economic reasons. An honest
peer review is a true rarity. This is quite consistent with the long
history of medicine. It is confirmed by the record of what was
suffered by Lister, Pasteur, Semmelweis, Galen, and on and on.




What has changed recently is the immunity granted medical peer
reviow, Now one may have a kangaroo court with no fear of
restraint. Hospitals have been placed above the law. The courls
use the "substantial evidence rule' rather than an "independent
judgment rule" to evaluate the evidence. We can demonstrate that
substantial avidence Is whatever lies one wishes to put on paper,

Hospital bylaws are uniform In the corrective action section in
stating, "this Is a semi-judicial proceeding, and the rules evidence
do not apply". Physicians have essentially no rights that they
would be entitled to if they were caught selling heroin. An adverse
peer review presently means you will never again have hospital
privileges, HMOs will not have you, you will not be able to obtain
malpractice insurance, It has serlous effects.

There would seem to be a major flaw In a system were envious
colleagues can manufacture ludicrous lies and destroy the most
skilled and compassionate physician on the staff. This is precisoly
what is occurring. The main offense Is this individual is the busiest
physiclan in that department. Incompetent doctors are no
economic threat and rarely a peer review subject. Incompetents
who refer to those in power are certainly not subject to review,

Medical peer review needs to be done on an objective data driven
basis. It has not developed beyond the stage of the "good ole
boys" maintaining thelr monopoly. The courts, unfortunately
maintain the noncompetitive system, thus prices do not come
down, new physicians can not coine into the area. All rather cozy.

Years ago Santa Barbara drove out the premier heart transplant
surgeon as a totally incompetent surgeon. Not a rare story, and not
in the best interest of the people of Santa Barbara.

Yours truly,

Verner S. Waite MD FACS

Executive secretary, Semmelweis Society
QUESTION/ANSWER SESSION

SAN FRANCISCO - October 5, 1990




w/ John Lee Clowet M.D,

Chief of the House of Delegates
American Medical Association

Avalilable on commercial

tape

-'- ~ >

AMA President in
1993

DR. VERNFE.R S, WAITE: | am Dr. Walte. my question is to
Dr. Clowe.

If the AMA has been found to have released a

mbaster -
with its immunity provision, that you have

insisted
upon, is the AMA willing to rein the monster

in.-
JOHN L. CLOWE: That's a very good question. Yes, we are.

DR. WAITE: What kind of evidence does it take for you to realize
that there is a monster. We have heard speaker after speaker, here
today, refer to this. I'll be saying the same thing. What kind of
evidence does the AMA need to rein this monster in?

R. CLOWE: | don't know how to answer that. Give me an example.

R. WAITE: 10,000 physicians in the United States destroyed
maliciously by their competitors. 10,000 Patrick cases, purely
malicious. Eccnomic. only 100 cases found to be true honest peer

review. Nowr what do you do?

R. CLOWE: You have put me on the spot.




R. WAITE: It doesn't seem like much of a spot. Could you consider
reining the monster in under those circumstances?

R. CLOWE: | tell you what | will do. That is a very interesting polint
that hasn't been pushed very far.

R, WAITE: | have pushed it for four years to the AMA,

R, CLOWE: And it has not gotten anywhere at the AMA, as you
kihow.

R. WAITE: Of course not. They keep insisting on inmunity.

R. CLOWE: Yeah. But | will bring it back into our meeting and see f
| can get an answer for you. And, | will get back to you.

R. WAITE: Like the lawyers' hypothetical questi'on, those figures
are not hypothetical.

CLOWE: | know they are not. You are absolutely right. And | will
see what we can do about why ‘the AMA has dragged their foot on

this. | have no idea.

Seepticism is the chastity of the intellect, and it is shameful to surrender it top soon or (o
the lirst comer: There is nobility in preserving it coolly and proudly through long youth,
untit at Tast, in the ripeness of instinct and discretion, it can be safely exchanged for
fidelity snd happiness. Grorge Santayana, Scepticism and Animal Faith, IX




Madam Chair and Committee Members:

My name iv Dr. Brian Gale, My address Is 2418 Coolldge Avenue in Bismarck.

I am tostifying against House Bill 1377 because it Iy not in the best interest of the
Podiatrists in the State of North Dakota or the people of this state, The purpose of
this bill Is to create more medical RICO (racketeering) that has unfortunately been
going on since 1986 when peer review was given immunity by Congress, The
American Medical Association has made a statement in agreement with studles that
have been done showing that approximately 90% of peer review is for economical
reasons; doctors using the peer review immunity laws to destroy their competitors,

Make no mistake, my problems are not an isolated incident in this state or around

the country.

Dr. John McCord, the President of the Federation of Podiatric Medical Boards,
which oversees the Podiatry Boards around the United States, wrote an article in a
magazine published in January of this year, In it he outlines the usual steps that are
followed for all Podiatry Boards, Many of these steps are not being followed by the
North Dakota Podiatry Board. Of the steps not being followed the most important
one is that all Boards make an effort to settle with the Doctor before proceeding to a

formal hearing, 1 have asked to have the ND Podiatry Board consider settling the

complaints against me every year for the past 8 years. They have never been willing

to consider settlement, This single fact alone convinces many people that this Board

is corrupt.




Management of licensing fees so the Board stays solvent is not only part of the
Board member's responsibility but (t's also the responsibility of the Board's
attorney. In this case Aaron Olson, the Board's President for approximately 19 of
the past 23 years along with the Board’s attorney, Gary ‘Thune have declded to
spend all of the Board’s money fo destroy me because | am more extensively trained

to treat foot and ankle problems,

As Gary Thune told someone recently, “the Podiatry Board situation is a mess”,
Well who do we have to thank for making it a mess? This Board s corrupt and
should be investigated by the Attorney General's office, Will that happen? 1 doubt

it, Should the Board members all be changed? Without a doubt,

There have been 25 complaints sent to the Board against me over the past 7-8 years,
Of those 22 are from local competitors or patients that they were seeing, Amazingly,
of the two local orthopedic groups one of them has sent approximately ten of those
complaints in against me and the other orthopedic group has sent none! Of the five
complaints that 1 was disciplined for one year ago, two of those patients had
excellent results and the other three I treated only because no one else would
consider trying to help them after they developed complications from someone else’s

treatment, Two of those three complications were from Aaron Olson and the third

was from a local erthopod.




. Thiy “game” that Asron Olson has been playing Involvex you people us well,
Administrative Law Judge Robert Brady sald In 8 hearing Involving evidence in a
case from the Board against me “the Board has, interestingly, attempted to expand
the scope of practice of “podiatric medicine™ through an administrative rule,...” He
goes on to say that “Dr, Aaron Olson appeared and testified, among other things,

that “the bill doesn’t change anything that is not currently being done.,” Judge

Brady then states, “Either this is an erroncous or incomplete summary of what Dr.,
Olson, in fact, represenfed to the committee or it is evidence that it was not the
intent of the sponsors of that bill to expand the scope of practice™., Judge Brady
goes on to also say that Dr. Olson’s statecment may have been a deliberate
misrepresentation, He also states that “both the Medical Association and the

legislature were not dealt with In good faith”,

That was in 1991, In 1997 Olson once again tried to deceive the Legislative Session
by manipulating an increase in our licensing fee from $200 to $500, Although the
majority of Podiatrists didn’t know that he was attempting to do this, when they
found out we were adamantly against it. Somehoyw though, he managed to get that

increase in the licensing fee completed.

Now we’re here again and there is more opposition than ever because the
Podiatrists in this state are sick and tired of Olson pushing us all around. We have
several letters from Podiatrists i, this state opposing this bill, However what you

don’t see is why several of them support this bill. Olson has been contacting most of




the Podiatrists individually and slandering me and intimidating them into

supporting it. If the Board president called you and you knew what he has been

doing to me and other Podiatrists in the state wouldn’t you do whatever he tells you
to do? The Board members have been saying that the Board will go bankrupt and
then all of the Podiatrists in the state might lose their licenses. They have also said
that if they get this money and use $50-100,000 the Board will then ask for debt
forgiveness so the Podiatrists won’t have to repay it. Gary Thune and Aaron Olson
have conviitced the House of Representatives that if the Board doesn’t get this
money the Board will be able to sue the State of North Dakota. That isn’t possible
and even if it was it wouldn’t happen. There is also no chance of the Podiatry Board
filing for bankruptey. They would not be forced into bankruptcy by Gary Thune’s
office or the Attorney General’s office because they wouldn’t get any money if that
happened. Any way you look at this, if 1377 is passed, the tax payers of North
Dakota lose because they will be the one’s paying for Gary Thune’s legal fees to

destroy me and anyone else Olson wants to get rid of in North Dakota,

The Board is making me pay for the current debt they have which is roughly
$20,000, however I haven’t been told how much 1 have to pay even though the
discipline was over a year ago. So there isn’t any “emergency”, It's just another tact
to try to mislead and decelve people like yourselves into doing what a few people

what you to do for their own self-serving reasons,




Aaron Olson has talked patients into suing Podiatrists and he has slandered and lied
about every Podiatrist in this state. QOlson was found to be 41% responsible for a
patient’s death by a jury in a medical malpractice case yet the Board took only two
months to decide that his medical care was appropriate. I haven’t killed anyone. In
fact none of the patients I was disciplined for last year sued me and none of them

have filed for any type of medical disability. After the disciplinary meeting on

January 27™ fast year I left the meeting and my attorney looked at me and said,

“thiy is what people get murdered over”, He was referring to the corrupt way that
the Board members changed the complaints and never used cither of the expert

witnesses opinions in coming to any conclusions and reasons for disciplining me.

I understand that this committee is not going to fix all of the problems with this
Board however, there are some things that can be done that would go a long way to
begin straightening out the serious problems in hand. First of all the current Board
members should be changed immediately, The replacements should be chosen from
nominations made by the State Podiatry Association or at least a meeting of all

Podiatrists in the state who are interested in attending,

Next there should be a conflict of interest statement which specifically statey that
local competitors can not sit in judgment of eachother. Maybe a task force can be
formed to look into the Board problem in North Dakota to report to the Governor

what can be done to make the unfairness corrected.




The American Podiatric Medical Association is the largest organization of
Podiatrists comprised of approximately 10,000 members. This association has begun
an investigation into the unethical activities of the individual Board members of the
North Dakota Podiatry Board. There have been several hundred letters sent to the
Governor's office asking for an investigation into the Podiatry Board and
supporting me. There have been over one hundred Podiatrists nationwide who have
reviewed the public records 1 have posted on the Internet at the web site,

www.briangale.com. Everyone who reads these records have come to the same

conclusion: the Podiatry Board is acting unethically and without any sense of

fairness or due process,

The courts are not perfect. Recently 96 inmates on death row were released and

proven innocent due to DNA testing, There must be a way for the truth to come out

and for these individuals to be stopped,

Thank you. I would be glad to take any questions at this time,




Madame Chair and Committee Members:

My name is Francisco Tello. I was born and raised herc in Bismarck, and
have been practicing Podiatry here since 1995, For two and a half years |
was an associate working with Dr. Brian Gale. For the past three years 1
have been employed by MedCenter One.

In relation to today’s proceedings the North Dakota Board of Podiatric
Examiners again wishes to have legislation passed giving them unlimited
funds to pursue further legal action against essentially one podiatrist in the
State. 1 have witnessed a grave injustice with regard to this Board’s
prejudicial mishandling of complaints.  Pursuant to this action I have
witnessed the original sum of $20,000 collected from over forty years of
licensing fees dwindle to zero in less than twelve months during 1994-1995,
Additionally, in 1997 the President of the Board gave testimony before the
Human Services Committee regarding Senate Bill 2068. He outlined the
financial decline of the Board concluding with a legal debt of roughly

$16,000.

In order to defray these costs the licensure fees were raised from $200.00 to
$500.00 per year. 1 gave testimony then, and reiterate now, that these
increases in licensure fees will only serve to fuel the continued legal battle
between the Board and essentially one North Dakota podiatrist, serving only
to throw good money after bad. The fee increase to $500.00 succeeded in
increasing the Board’s legal debt to the present level in excess of
$25,000.00. Currently the Board’s wish is to raise Podiatric Licensure fees
to $750.00 per annum. This would be one of the highest fees in the nation.

Madam Chair, Committee Members, this will not raise enough revenue to
pay the conservative estimates presented by Gary Thune on 2/15/2001
before the House Committee within the original ten year term of the loan.
The Engrossed Bill #1377 removes the ten-year term. It also removed any
interest charged on monies borrowed, Apparently the Board feels they are
entitled to “free money.” Does this loan continue ad infinitum?

The podiatrists of our State are more than willing to pay an increased fee to
repay present legal debt, However, to continue to accrue debt by throwing
good money after bad is absurd!




To pass this Bill will set a questionable precedence by allowing all State
Boards the opportunity to borrow funds from the State to offset accrued
legal and other debt if it exceeds the revenue generated by licensing fees.
One has only to look at the Audiology Board.

The only people who benefit from continued litigation are the respective
parties’ attorneys. The combined legal costs are now pushing $750,000.00.
Do they need more? If this bill passes the combined total will easily pass the
$1,000,000.00 mark.

Several proponents of this bill will retire long before this debt is repaid. It
will lie on our backs, we the podiatrists who oppose this bill to repay the
debt. How convenient. To receive free monies and have others repay it.
Many podiatrists of our state wish this travesty to cease. Several of their
letters are presented here today.

Madam Chair, Committee Members, | respectfully ask; Why are we here
today discussing essentially the same Bill that was initially given a “Do not
pass” by a twelve-to-three margin on 2/15/2001 in the House Human

Services Committee?

Abraham Lincoln wrote, “To sin by silence when they should protest makes
cowards of men.” Madam Chair, Committee Members, THIS BILL. IS
WRONG! And myself and the other podiatrists of our state whose letters are
submitted, AGAIN respectfully ask a “Do not pass” for House Bill #1377,




I March 14, 2001

Re: House Bill 1377 — First Engrossment

Having read the above Bill it is my understanding that passage of 1377 would allow the
North Dakota Podiatry Board to accrue debt, which in turn would allow the Board to
continue to function as a Podiatric governing body. While | am entirely in support o { this
concept 1 do NOT endorse Bill #1377 due 1o the fact that no apparent limits on the
amount of debt to be accrued exist and no apparent proposal for repayment cxists ¢ither.

Podiatry is a medical art and science distinet from any other medical specialty. As such
we should, and indeed need to be represented and governed by a nonbiased board of our
peers. As a practicing podiatrist in North Dakota | believe it to be imperative that the
Board resolve its legal issues as equitably and precipitously as possible. 1 do not believe
this includes uncapped legal spending however,

Thank you.

| Dy =

Karen M. Rinchart, D.P.M,
P. O. Box 2655
Bismatck, ND 58502
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MARCH 5, 2001

AARON C. OLSON D.P.M,

PRESIDENT NORTH DAKOTA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
525 NORTH STH STREET

BISMARCK, ND 58501

Dear Dr. Olson:

The work the Board has been involved in over the past
few years has been frustrating, not only to its
members, I'm sure, but the entire association and of
ecourge, myself, as well.

There still seema to be a number of unanswered
questions and unfortunately, a number of suspiclions.
I think for wme the most difficult task is trying to
understand the entire mechanics of what has been
going on. 1 feel uncomfortable with what this
situation may bring. There seams to be no known
limit of how much money can and will be borrowed. I
don't feel I understand the repercugsions that this

may all have.

Therefore, it ia difficult for me to support Bill
1377 one way or the other. Even though I am
undecided, I do want to show my support that 1 feel
the Board needs to keep {ts autonomy and have a means
of paying for its responaibilities. I also feel that
we need to be able to have a means of keeping legal
reprasentation and to continue doing appropriate
investigations and disciplines that are necessary.
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Dr. Oleon
March 5, 2001
Page 2 i

I do hope that the items that have brought this all
about with the unusual requests to the legislature

for permission to borrow money may come to a speedy
resolution, as it is hurting the entire North Dakota

Podiatric profession.

Sincerely yours in podiatric medicine,

gteven C. Kilwein, D.P.M.
West River Health Clinics

8CK/11b
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Madam Chair and Committee Members:

I am strongly opposed to HB 1377, The current Podiatry Board is corrupt. Some of the
members of the Podiatry Board have been intimidating and misleading and deceiving
Podiatrists in North Dakota into believing that if they don’t support this bill the
Podiatiists will losé their licenses.

Some of the Podiatry Board members have boon saying the Board may have to file
bankruptey if they are not given money to continue on, This is incorrect. The Board
would not be foreed imo bankruptcy by anyone snd there is enough money coming into
the Board cach year (v pay for expenses.

Aaron Olson and Gary Thune are on a crusade to be given unlimited funds for the

Podiatry Board for self serving purposes. Olson wants to be able to destroy his local
competitors and Thune wants to be able 10 be paid for an unlimited amount of work that

he will do for Olson if this bill passes.

The Podiatry Board should be investigated by the Attormey General’s office and all of the
Podiatry Board ruembers should be changed as well as the Board’s lawyer. If this were to
be done all of the “problems” the Board currently faces would go away.

The American Podlatric Medical Association is investigatitty the members of the North
Dakota Podiatry Board for unethical activities.

Thank you for your hard work and time you put into the Legislative Session.

Diplomate, Amencan Board of Podialnie Sumery
Follow, American College ol Foot & Ankie Surgeons
Foot & Ankie Raconstruotive & Fraciure Surpery

www.dakotatootankie.com
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DR.IMICHAEL LAPAN

PODIATRIST * FOOY & ANKLE SPECIALIST

i

200 MY AVE S W, SUTIE 10D
SIDNEY, MONTANA $924)
(400) 482-1944

C80) 331- 7875

FELLOW, AMORIOAN COLLROE OF FOO I ANL ANKLE SURUEONS
FELLOW, AMERICAN COLLEQOR OF FOOT AND ANKLE ORTHOPEDICS AND MUDICIND
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Kevin J. Koester, DPM, AACFAS
Bone; Spine, and Sports Center
225:N7th St.

Bismarck, NI 58501

Dear Members of the Senate,

I would like to go on record as against bill 1377. There are two reasons for my
opposition. One, there is no stated limit to the amount of money that the Board of
Podiatry can borrow; this is very disturbing to me. Two, I believe the goal of this bill is to
solve the financial problem of the board, I fear it will not. The approach of raising
Licensing frees was attempted 4 years ago and failed, unless court fees can be stopped
from accumulating, it will fail again,

Please vote not to pass this potentially dangerous Bill.

Sincerely,

//. T,

Kevin J. Koester, DPM, AACFAS
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maon FOQT‘& ANKLE CLINIC

Gharion Methew, 0.5 M
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(7D1) 4836906 -

Goverrment and Velerans Affalrs Committes
‘ WMM&S‘Mo
Bismarck, ND 58501

RE: Bill 1377 granting petmission to the Board of Podiatiic Medicine
to Dormow monay.

Dowr Senstors:
This housa bilt was brought 10 the Senale fur action as an emargency oill,

The North Dakota Podlatry Board has been investigating a podiatrist during the past severe!
years, They have depleted the funds and now they are in debt. The amount of detX | befieve is
about 26,000 doliers. The defondant doctor is ordeted 10 poy the cost of the invesugstion and
't} l'making monihly payments The prosent annual license renawal fee, 500 doilars (one of the
highest in the country, if not the highest) brings 9,000 dallars annually 1 feel that the board
. shouldibe abieto pay off this dabt in a matter of two or thios yeara. | am concermad that this bill
wolld atlow the'boerd to botrow unlimited amount of doliars (hundred of (housands) and ged
deaper. in debt! This bill has no dollar figures as 10 what the maximum they can barrow. This is
gong t0 Givie e » line of credit 16 borrow without eny Himi

1 have met the defendant podialrist only Once and thak wask whan he first came t6 North Dakota
Sihca;that ime'l heve never had any professional or social contact with him, | am not a friend of
this)doctor and:) mm not trying 16 defend him. | am not familiar with wl the charges brougin
‘aguinst him, One thing | do know is that the axports who reviewed the chints could nol agree
whether the charges againsl him ate valid. This man is fighting for his prolessional ie.

During the past hwoe decades, in my contacts with peopls as » teacher (coliega), priest
{Episcopal Church) antd as a podiatrist | have laamed that we humans will do simost anything 1o
prove thet we e right. The boand members feel that they are fight and it wifl be difficult for
them:to back off from their thinking. it will be impossible for the present buard (o dea! with this
comfiict in an unbissed mamner | leel thal they shoukd step eside #0 that @ new board mede Up
olipeople.who are not involved In thit confict may have i fresh outiook on the matter, Uil that
happens hO more money should be made avallsbie 10 add fusl to this conttiet ‘

Sincersly,

Chernan Mathew, D.P M. 8. TM.

03/08/01 17:03 TX/RX NO,0269 P.001 ]
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. March 9, 2001

F‘ranclsco Tello, DPM

225‘N 7% st
Bismarck, ND 58501 "
RE: Bill 1377
&

o Dear Dr. Tello:
 Aw'it now stands, 1 am not in favor of bill 1377,

Y have reviewed the new version of this bill and | continue to have the same
problom a8 before. The extent of indebtedness that the board could acquire is
unlimbted. Back and forth litigatinn conld plunge the board inte so much debt
that we could be required (o pay unressonable lcense fees for decades to

cOmve,

1 do agree that the NDPMA needs to be able {o borrow funds to continue its
functions, [ could support this bill if there were some mention of a reasonable

botrowing liniitation. It would also secin appropriate to have the State's
Attorney Office take over the cases that cause the board undue finuncial

burden, or in cases of oonﬂ‘gcting interests between podiatrists.
Respeotfully,
Tyson Williams, DPM

E TW/jw

) Ca! Brad Mc¢Cusker, DPM
Aaron Olson, DPM
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NORTH DAKOTA BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
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Janunsy 26, 3001

Dr. Brad McCusker
Presidest ND Podiatrie Madical Assoc,
400 waauglz.

Minot, ND 387
RE: Board Aotivities.
Dear Brad,

As [ had indicated ta onr mukiple phone conversations, I would send you & synopis of our
conversations for dissemination to the Association, 7
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a1} and allowed them to make smendnents to Century Code 41-05. These amendmant::. Which
are supported by the Board of Podiatric Madieal Examiners, include 8o more thap 2 niees:

oo of office with 9 2 yeas intesim period, the sddifien of a lay member of the Board,
us well Penakies to recaves conts of disciplne,
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10677.0300 -FIRST ENGROSSMENT

Fifty-seventh
Legislative Assembly ¢ ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1377

of North Dakota

Introduced by
Representatives Keiser, Berg, M. Klein

CIONOOOT Hh W NN —

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 43-05 of the
North Dakota Century Code, relating to the authority of the board of podiatric
medicine to borrow funds: to provide for a legislative council study. and to

declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 43-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows: ,
Loan for litigation expenses. Subject to approval by the emergency
commission, the board may borrow funds sufficient to pay for attorneys' fees

and costs incurred in investigations, administrative proceedings, and litigation
resulting from the board performing its duties. Notwithstanding section 43-05-

15, the board may establish an annual renewal license fee for each year

following the issuance of a loan under this section, and the fee must be
maintained until the loan is fully repaid, including any accrued interest. The
amount of the annual renewal license fee assessed under this section may not
exceed the greater of one thousand dollars or an amaunt necessary to repay

the loan within three years after the loan is issued. Once the loan is paid in full,
the annual renewal license fee must revert to the amount established by the
board before the issuance of the loan. The notice of a proposed rulemaking to
assess the fee in this section or ravert to the previous license fee may be sent

by certified mall to each individual licensed by the board in lieu of the

publication requirements for the notice in ¢hapter 28-32.

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STUDY. The legislative council
shall conslder studying the ability of occupational and professional
boards with less than 100 licensees to process disciplinary complaints
and carry out other statutory responsibliities, The study should address

Page 1 10777.0300
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procedures used by boards to respond to disciplinary complaints and
initiate disciplinary actions, the boards' ability to pay for the cost of
disclplinary actions, and the legal services and staff services available to
assist boards with the processing of disciplinary complaints and the

performance of other statutory responsibilities.

SECTION 3. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency
measure.

Renumber accordingly.

Page 2 10877.0300




Amendments prepared by Office of Attorney General

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL 1377

Page 1, line 2, remove “from”

Page 1, line 3, remove " the Bank of North Dakota” and after the semicolon insert
"to provide for a legislative council study; *

Page 1, line 7, replace the first "The" with "Subject to approval by the emergency
commission, the"

Page 1, line 7, remove "from the Bank of North Dakota”

Page 1, line 8, remove “or other sources, and the Bank may loan to the board,”

Page 1, line 10, replace "a" with "an”
Page 1, line 11, remove "seven hundred fifty dollar"

Page 1, line 12, after "repaid” insert ", including any accrued interest. The
amount of the annual renewal license fee assessed under this section
may not exceed the greater of one thousand dollars or ah amount
necessary to repay the loan within three years after the Ican is issued.”

Page 1, line 14, after the period insert "The notice of a proposed rulemaking to
assess the fee in this section or revert to the previous license fee may be
sent by certified mall to each individual licensed by the board in lieu of the
pubiication requirements for the notice in chapter 28-32."

Page 1, after line 14, insert:

"SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STUDY. The legislative
council shall consider studying the abillity of occupational and professional
boards with less than 100 licensees to process disciplinary complaints and
carry out other statutory responsibilities. The study should address
proceduras used by boards to respond to disciplinary complaints and
Initiate disciplinary actions, the boards' abillity to pay for the cost of
disciplinary actions, and the legal services and staff services avallable to
assist boards with the processing of disciplinary complaints and the
performance of other statutory responsibilities.”




A certified letter in the mail from an attorney is
something you never want to see. However, if you do
have a complaint lodged against you, this author
offers pertinent tips to make the legal process as
painless as possible.

By John H. McCord, DPM

If there's any piece of mail that can ruin your day, it's a
certified letter from your state medical quality assurance
commission or professional licensing board. This is how most
state licensing boards notify doctors that a complaint has
been filed against them. The complaint could come from a
dissatisfied patient, the state pharmacy board (usually
pertaining to a prescription of controlled drugs), or be
related to a malpractice settlement against you.

Whatever the source, you need to take these complaints
seriously since they can lead to suspension or revocation of
your professional license and the end of your medical career,

"You can't know the terrible feeling you get from learning
that you are the subject of a licensing board Investigation
until you've experienced it," explains a pediatrician from a
small West Coast community. He learned that he was being
investigated for sexual misconduct with a teenage female
patient, The complaint was made twenty years after the
alleged incident took place.

"It felt like a lynch mob was after me," the doctor recalls. "I
had been In practice for just a few years and thought I was
careful about boundary issues with my patients, I always
had a nurse or the mother in the room while examining
female patients and I never did pelvic or breast
examinations. When that was needed, I referred them to an
OB-GYN speclalist. This woman, who Is now 35 years old,
now remembaers that I had tried to rape her, Some
psychologist helped her 'recover' her memory of the event.
Now I have to convince the medical board and the local
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police of my innocence. It's my word against hers and her
'recovered memory' psychologist."

The pediatrician's case is the most difficult situation a doctor
can encounter in dealings with the medical licensing board
but it's not impossible for a podiatrist to wind up i a similar
dilemma. Be aware that complaints that involve sexual
misconduct are given the highest priority with licensing and
disciplinary boards.




what You dhould
Know About Getting
Legal Advice

Avolding confrontations
. How A Complaint Is Filed with disciplinary boards is
certainly a worthwhile
Arlene Robertson, manager of the goal. However, no matter

podiatry program for the how careful you are or
Washington State Department of o hard yof, try to be a
Health, says that the initial good doctor, you may,

complaint goes through an intake ;. day, be the focus of

and review process and is handied _ yoard 'investlgation.

by an administrative assistant. A

file is set up and the status of the According to Tom Fain, a

physician's license is evaluated. A Seattle attorney who

program manager then reviews specializes in defending

the file and makes an assessment. medical professionals in
disputes with regulatory

Keep in mind that a lot of boards and commissions,
complaints never make it any it was rare for the
further than this stage. If the disciplinary boards to
complaint is found to be below become Involved in
threshold or outside of malpractice cases in the

jurisdiction, no action is taken. In late 70's and early 80's
many of these cases, the doctor  p + since then, they have

never even learns that a become more aggressive.
complaint was ever made. A Be aware that many
typical example is when a patient co1ac require the
complains that the doctor was reporting of settled

running late and he or she had to . ¢eg.

wait 45 minutes or that all of the

magazines In the waiting room are While it's your option to
more than three months old. use an attorney, given
Believe it or not, these are actual the potential

complaints I have reviewed as a  consequences of dealing

board member. with a disciplinary board,
it would be wise to

With Further Investigation as you learn that a

However, If the program manager con’;ple;int hai been filed
O does find that the complaint is =~ 232INst You. You can
always decide whether
you want to use an
attorney after the facts of




significant and within jurisdiction, he or she will forward the
complaint to an investigator, who is usually someone with a
medical or law enforcement background.

This is usually the point when you would receive that
dreaded certified letter, notifying you that a complaint has
been made. The letter may also include a request for a copy
of the medical record and an explanation from your point of
view. At this time, you should decide whether you want to
retain an attorney or try to handle it alone. (See "What You
Should Know About Getting Legal Advice.")

After the complaint has been investigated or declared to be
below threshold, it is passed on to a consulting board
member for review. Generally, one of the podiatrist
members of the licensing board will function as a reviewing
advisor and will not vote on the disposition of the case

against you,

The consulting board member reviews documents from both
sides and recommends further action or that the case be
closed. If he or she recommends further action, a statement
of charges Is drafted, usually by an assistant attorney
general, and is subsequently forwarded to vou.

What You Should Know About A STID

If you get this letter, It may include an offer for a settlement
conference, which gives you and the board an opportunity to
agree on certain facts of the case and establish a stipulation
to informal disposition (STID). The STID may include a
monetary penalty and requirements for additional continuing
education. Be aware that this STID may allow investigators
to monitor your practice or possibly lead to a temporary
suspension of license.

Entering a STID Is a crucial step because then your case
becomes public knowledge, possibly even part of the




national practitioners' data bank. Most doctors should
consult an attorney before signing this type of agreement.

What The Compliance Order Will Say

If you decline the STID, you must have a formal hearing
before the board and a judge from the Office of Professional
Standards. After hearing your case, the board goes into
closed session, evaluates the evidence presented by both
sides and then drafts a final order, which is always pubilicly

disclosed.

The final order lists the violation with references to the state
law, the penalty (which may include a monetary fine), and
whether your license has been suspended or revoked,

Be aware that compliance orders are also listed and can
include continuing education or monitoring of your practice
activities. If there has been a substance abuse problem, the
compliance order may also include monitoring by your
health program. This order will also outline the provisions
that need to be met in order to get your license fully
reinstated. At this point, you can still appeal.

Also keep in mind that, in my experience as a state licensing
board member, it Is a long and difficult process to separate a
medical professional from his or her license and means of
livelihood. The courts tend to frown on permanent
revocation of a medical license and frequently stand in the
way of such attempts by state boards.

Why You Would Be The Last To Know

In many cases, you only learn that a complaint has been
filed, but given the whistleblower laws, you won't always
learn the name of the complainant or the nature of the
complaint. All too often, you're the last to know when a
complaint has been filed agalnst you, according to Tom Fain,
a Seattle attorney who specializes in defending medical




professionals in disputes with regulatory boards and
commissions.

This was the case with the pediatrician that I mentioned
earlier. He had been nominated to an advisory board for the
state agency that investigates child abuse. The agency
learned that he was under investigation by the medical
quality assurance commission while conducting a routine
background check. The agency contacted the pediatrician
and asked that he withdraw his application for the position.
This is how he first heard that a complaint had been filed
and that he was under investigation by the medical board
and the local police. A year after that, he was notified in
writing by the state with the dreaded cettified letter.

What you do after being notified of a complaint can
profoundly effect the outcome of your case. According to
Fain, the first thing you should do is to notify your attorney
and your malpractice insurance company. You should let
them know the nature of the complaint and the name of the
complainant, if you have that Information. Proceed to gather
the relevant medical records. If the complaint originated
from a disgruntled former employee, gather the relevant

employment records.




What You Shouldn't Do If The
Letter Arrives

Fain also emphasizes that there
are things you should not do after
learning of a complaint. Never
change or alter records in any
way. An altered medical record
will ruin any chance you have of
prevailing in the case.

Also avoid contacting the
investigator to try to "talk it out."
This will not work. If anything, it
will work against you. You should
also avoid contacting the
complainant to try to talk him or
her into dropping the complaint.
Likewise, you should not contact
the complainant's attorney. Avoid
all of these knee-jerk reactions
and come to grips with the fact
that your license may be at stake.

In my own experience as a state
licensing board member, the
worst thing you can do Is to call
members of the state podiatry
board to tell your side of the
story. By doing this, you will just
cause the board member to
recuse him- or herself from the
case and report the ex-parte
communications, a fact that will
be added to the statement of
charges against you. I still get
calls occaslonally from podiatrist
friends who want me to hear their

How To Avoid
Complaints Entirely

Certainly, it is easier to
avoid complaints than
going through the whole
process of a licensing
board investigation.

Attorney Tom Fain warns
that once a complaint
against you is
investigated, it is a
matter of public record
and is nearly impossible
to get rid of. Here are
some tips Fain offers to
help you avoid
complaints,

1. Maintain the highest
level of competency.
Maintain your skills
and stay current on
the state of your
profession,

2. Be caring and
compassionate
toward your patients
(even the obnoxlous
one). Remember
that compassion Is
one of the reasons
you are a doctor.

3, Spend time
communicating with
your patients, Don't
give short thrift to
bedside manner.




side of the story before it comes before the board. They end
up losing their only friend on the board and generaily their

cases.

Forget about intimidation. If you're named in a complaint,
don't even think about threatening the patient, his or her
attorney, the investigator or board members, Keep in mind
that the staff of the licensing board has likely heard it all and
their resolve has been hardened by time, not to mention the
fact that they have the resources of the state behind them.
Intimidation simply will not work with state licensing and

disciplinary boards.

According to Fain, the board rnembers are going to be your
judge and jury, and you'll only end up digging your own
grave if you try to intimidate them. If your case does go to
trial before the disciplinary board, the last thing you want to
have come out in evidence is that you were trying to
intimidate the complaining witness into abandoning his or

her claim.
Final Notes

Once your case is settled or a judgement goes against you,
it does become a matter of public record. This information
will end up In the practitioner's data base and will come out
every time you try to gain credentials for hospital privileges
or apply to patticipate in an HMO or Insurance plan. A bruise
on your record becomes permanent. It is nearly impossible
to get the records of your case "sealed" or pulled from the
databases. Therefore, if you become the target of an
Investigation, it is Important to take the proper steps to
defend your good name




Denial of Due Prucess
The Board further breached its contractual agreement for review and denied

Dr. Gale due process in those procecdings as follows:

I The Board considered matters outside the scope of the First
Amended Complaint thereby denying Dr. Gale notice of the issues to
be considered.

2, The Board, without notice, considered additional and further
evidence outside the record without notice to Dr. Gale,

3. The Board failed to take steps to properly preserve the record by the

preparation of an official record of the proccedings and their
deliberations resulting in the findings, conclusions and disciplinary

action against Dr. Gale,

This denial of due process must be discussed prior to any analyses of the
five complaints. Like the standard of care issue set forth above, the denial of due
process to Dr. Gale permeates the Board’s entire decision. In this brief (section
entitled Analysis of the Five Complaint) Dr. Gale sets forth for the Court how in
each of the five complaints the Board raises new issues after the record was
closed; such conduct by the Board denied Dr, Gale due process of law. The Court
in Devous v Bd. of Medical Examiners, 845 P.2d 408, 415-417 (Wyo. 1993) found
that a disciplinary proceeding before a licensing board is an adversary proceeding
and that a licensee has a statutory and constitutional right to notice from the
agency and an opportunity to be heard before the agency. Furthermore, that the
due process clauses of both the United States Constitution and the Constitution for

the State of Wyoming demand these minimal guarantees. The Devous decision, at
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. page 418, citing from an lown ¢ase, Gilchrist v Bierring, 14 N.W.2d 724, 732
(lowa 944) stated that:

The cases, (rom which we have quoted, clearly announce
fundamental principles, cssential 1o the life of a free people living
under a republican form of government. The right to carn a living is
among the greatest of human rights and, when lawfully pursued,
cannot be denied. It is the common right of every citizen to engage
in any honest employment he may choose, subject only to such
reasonable regulations as arc necessary for the public good. Due
process of law is satisfied only by such safeguards as will adequately
protect these fundamental, constitutional rights of the citizen. Where
the state confers a license to engag: in a profession, trade, or
occupation, not inherently inimical to the public welfare, such
license becomes a valuable personal right which cannot be denied or
abridged in any manner except after due nulice and a fair and
impartial hearing before an unbiased tribunal. Were this not so, no
ore would be safe from oppression wherever power may be lodged,
one might be easily deprived of important rights with no opportunity
to defend agaianst wrongful accusations. This would subvert the
most precious rights of the citizen,

Slagle v Wyoming State Bd. of Nursing, 954 P.2d 979, 982-983 (Wyo.
1998) was a case where the Board of Nursing filed a complaint against Slagle and
then the Board of Nursing rendered its decision considering (1) an alleged
violation of a cease and desist order and (2) allegations that Slagle made false
statements on her 1993 application, neither of which were in the complaint filed
by the Board. The Wyoming Supreme Court Lld that the Board failed 1o give
Slagle notice that the Board would consider these two alieged violations as a basis
for discipline and such failure to give Slagle notice was unconstitutional. The

Wyoming Supreme Court reversed the Board’s decision to discipline Slagle. The
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Honorable Chalrman Leo and Committoe Mombors,

| would ke to add & few cornrents In response tv Gary Thune's *boating” he gave me today.
This Is the third iime he has bashed me publicly at haarings In the past fow wouoks. | hayve thod to
polnt oul tho *big picture® and the probloms with the board system In North Dakota. Unfortunatoly,
Gary Thuno has repoaledly Insisted that this Is a single person who s unhappy with *falr”
disciphne, [ am not the only person who Is & wilness of the abusy of power of this Board. | just
happen to be the person who has seen the worst of the abuse.

The Amarican Podlatric Medical Assoclation has been In the process of investigating the North

Dakota Podlatry Board memboers for unethical actlvities in relationshlp to their actions they have

taken agalnst me. To confirm this please conlact the APMA headquarters at 301-581-9221.
Wornor Strupp is the APMA's attorney.

Gary Thune mentioned that there have been 25 complaints against me over the past 7-8
years. He failed to mention that 22 of those 25 complaints were sent to the Board by
direct local competitors or by Aaron Olson himself telling patients to send in complaints
against me. If there was a conflict of interest statement and the Board Jooked at
complaints realistically those 22 complaints would have nevar been 10oked at twice. In
fact they would have never been sent to the Board bevause the people who submitted

them would have know there would be no action taken on them. Olson can hide behind o

complaint but his finger prints are on them.

Gary Thune mentioned that they are currently in the process of going forward with

formal complaints against me regarding four patients. Of those four patients three were
seeing Olson at the time they sent in their complaints. The other was seeing a close friend

and previous Board member who has worked to keep Podiatrists out of “his area” for

years,




‘T'ho sconario has been played out repeatedly, the patient is targeted by “Dactor X' and
then ho convinces tho patient that they have a problem that is much more serious than il
really is, next he tells thom that they have permanent damage and the final icing on the

cake is that ho tells them that there is nothing that anyone can do for them. Once he has

the patient extremely upset about the “perinanent damage” that has been done to them,

Dr. X, gontly steers them in the direction of submitting a complaint to the Board.

We as a society are conditioned to trust and believe what a doctor tells us. Morcover we
are conditionod to believe that doctors are ethical und honest and have the patient’s best
interest in mind at all times. 1 beliove that most doctors follow these rules of ethics but
others are overwhelmed with the absession of having more mouey and power and will go
to extrenies to try to pay for their escalating overhead and to increase their revenues since
they aro being paid less due to the constant insurance cuts that have taken over medicine

in general over the past several yoars.

In response to Gary Thune's statement that | am no different than most criminals, | would like 1o
point out that the legal system In our country Is not perfect as Gary Thune seems to want you to
belleve. For example, 96 inmates on death row ware recently allowed out of jail after DNA testing
proved thelr Innocence, | have never been aliowed to speak on my behalf and to directly answer
any questions that the Board members have had concerning my treatment of these patients.
There has never bean any real due process by this Board. They make up the rules as they go
and they have no one to answer to.

in closing, | belleve that it's important for you to understand that It Is Impossible for the local
competitors to actually compete with me in a true sense. This Is because | have more training
than they do, | completed a four year resldency program for reconstructive foot and ankle
surgery. | was ihe first perscn o compiete this program in the United States and it's the only

program of it's kind anywhere, { was the first of six people In the United States to become board

certified In ankle and reconstructive surgery.




. Thasa cradentlals don't come oaslly. Thoy certainly aren't achleved by being incompelent. There

Is vithor something wrong with my residoncy diroclors and everyone who gavo me the oral and
wrilten tosts and ali the thousands of patients who are extremely satisfiod with the care | have
glven themn or this (s a SHAM.

The local compelilors can't competo with me so thoy had to find a different way 1o get rld of me.
They saw the wriling on the wall. | was beginning to bulld a hugy practice with excellent results
and a great reputation. Thore was no other way to deal with me oxcept to go after me by using

the pear review syslem 1o attack me. It's nothing new. It's being done everywhere as | stated in

my teslimony,

Don't forget that the best heart surgeons have the greatest number of patlonts that die because
those doctors are the one's who take on the most difficult cases that no one else Is willing to try to
help. There Is no difference in my situation. | may have some less than perfect results but | would

gladly compare my results against anyone olse's especially the local competition.

The people of North Dakola are losing in this game. The standard of care stays the same here as

it Improves everywhere else.

Thank you,

Brian Gale, DPM, FACFAS




