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2001 I JOUSE STJ\NDINO COMMJ'ITl•:E MINlJTHS 

BILL/RHSOLUTION NO. IIB 1457 

I lot18c Industry., Business and Labor Committee 

□ Contcrcnce Committee 

Hearing Dute l•'eb 7, 200 I 

Side A Side B Md1.:r II 
- -------·•-➔------- ----···-•-- --- ➔---- ·----~--•··• -------~- -~--~---- ·---- •• ~ --·--·····-. 

X 23.4-31,0 

Froscth. Ikp, It Jensen~ Rep, N. Johnson, Rep . .I, Kuspcr, Rep. M. Klein, Rep, Koppang, 

Rep, D. Lemieux, Rep. B, Pietsch~ Rep. D. Ruby, Rep. D. Scvcn;on, Rep, E. Thol'pc. 

Rep Bluir Tho1·csont Sonso1· written testimony 

rhuirmun B£llti. We'll close the Iteming, 

Ykc-chufr111u11 Keiser: I move u do puss. 

lk12 M. Klgin: I second. 

9 yen, I m1y, 5 uhscnt Currier Rep Rut,~, 



Date: d-- ~ t1· o/ 
Roll CaJI Vote#: / 

2001 HOUSE STANDING c~~~ITTEE RO~~~CAL,L yoTES ~ 
BILL/RESOLUTION N(;l.-t&tt. I.th n, i).ocr M1dzRlf6J,,.,.;o,a a-- I 07 

House h1dustry, Business and Labor _____________ _ Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ---·---------------------
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

l)t;P~ f\l'~~- ---Action Taken r I' - '-

t_t~j~. / -A ,/, . --Motion Made By Seconded By r; ~ 

~ -~ Y/!t 
Representatives Yes.,, No Rer>rcsentatives Yes) No ·-

Chainnan• Rick Berg v~ Rep. Jim Kasper ~ 
Vice-Chainnan George Keiser l/ Rep, Matthew M. Kleln V 
Rep, Mary Ekstonn Rep, Myron Koppang / 

Rep, Rod Froelich "' Rep, Doug Lemieux ✓~ 
Rep. Glen Froseth ✓ Rep. Bill Pietsch v> 
Rep, R()xanne Jensen Rep, Dan Ruby V' 

Ji~Nancy Johnson ~/ Rep, Dale C. Severson ~ 

Rep, Elwood Thorpe v 

--

Total (Yes) g No ____ / ________ _ 

Absent 5 
Floor Assignment :13ie.p B<.i.1:i_i__,_ ___________ _ 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 8, 2001 10:01 a.m. 

REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR-23-2695 
Carrier: Ruby 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

HB 1457: Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Rep. Berg, Chairman) recommends 
DO PASS (9 YEAS, 1 NAY, 5 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1457 was placed on 
tha Eleventh order on the calendar. 

(2) Dl:BK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 



2001 SENATE INDUSTRY, BUSINESS AND LABOR 

HB 1457 



2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1457 

Senate Industry, Btrniness and Labor Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Heuring Date March 13, 200 I. 

----- -·--~---_ _,._ --.. - -- --- -·· -----~- -~ 

Tape Number Side A 
--- ---·--··-·-·--·----1··-----·-·--·---·--·--· -·-···-•--···. ---------·--

Si dc B Meter II - ___ ,. __ ...._ _______ ,.__, __ ·-
I X 12.9 to 28.8 

-· -- -- ......... _______ -~~~-~ ~-----' ------------ --·--· -~-,-- ··---
2 X 8. () to I 0.0 

(1/14/01} I X 0.8 to 9.5 
.._ __ .... .....___......_.. .. ·-

Committee Clerk Signature_ ,&Ol<,;) (§ f kt:1 
C:J 

Minutes: 

The meeting wus culled to mdcr. All committee 111e111bcrs p1·escnt. Heuring was opened on II 13 

1457 relating to 1·esidcntial rnntul property smoke dctectio11 systems. 

Representative Blair Thoreson, District 44 1 cosponsor. The intent is to dnri fy lhut the tenant is 

responsible for maintuining the system during the t<.::na11ts' occupancy, Landlord is responsible to 

have ccrtiflcutc stating system is working signed by tenant when the unit is rented out .. Written 

testimony attached, 

Senator Mathern: Is the ccrtificntc in the lease, is it u scpurutc document'? 

Tom Tupa, ND Apt. Assn., introduced Rocky Gordon. 

lt.ocky Gordon, Propcl'ty Munugcr, in fuvor, Distributed copies of ND Apt Assn, chck-in/chcck 

out sheet. We support the spirit of the lnw. The ussociution 's attorney ruiscd questions uboul the 

word 11ccrtlficutc11 in pngc I line 18, Maybe the stutemcnt in the checklist is not enough. Pcrhnps 

this word should be replaced with 11 form 11 or n similm· term. 



Page 2 
Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1457 
Hearing Dute Murch 13, 2001. 

Senator Krebsbach: Maybr we can change starting on line 17 "landlord may require the tenant 

to huvc signed documentation" and remove the word "ccrli flcatc" 

Discussion held regarding proper language for amendment. 

Ne opposing testimony. Hearing concluucd. 

March l 4~ 200 I. Tape 1-Bw0,8 to 9.5 

Committee reconvened. All members present. 

Senator Krcbsb11d1 submitted amendment put togcthcl' with Mr. Tupa and with the approval of 

the sponsor. Proposed amendment discussed. 

Senator Every: Except for the word 11documcntution 11 we urc changing it back to the original 

Senator Krebsbach: The first line of u111cndmcnt stands as proposed, on line 19 remove "if 

thut is the case", cupitnlizc 11 thc 11 and ulk1· 11 is 11 add 11 thc11 11
• Motion: adopt unumdmcnts. 

Senator Tollcf'son: Second, 

Roll cull vote: 7 yes~ 0 no. Motion cml'icd. 

Senator Krebsbach: Motion: do pass us umcndcd. Serrntor Tollefson: Second. 

Roll call vote: 7 yes; 0 110. Motion cut't'1cd, Flool' ussignmcnt: Scnntor l<rcbshnch, 



10690.0101 
Tltle.0200 

Adopted by the Industry, Business and Labor 
Committee 

March 141 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 1457 

Page 11 line 18, overstrike "a certlflcate 11 and Insert Immediately thereafter "documentation" 

Page 11 llne 19, remove g_f'. overstrike "that is the case". remove the overstrike over~·'. 
remove '\ the", and after "tenant" insert "then" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No, 1 10690,0101 



Date: ,3/ )'f / 0/ 
Roll Cati Vote #: / 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CAJJL VOT~:s 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. JL/.5. 1/ 

Senate Industry, Businc,:s and Labor 

D Subcommittee on __ 
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken {;;/it.oi)f gi,,f.f?J!:'. 1 .{}{//J?£~1t/«JC' r., 
Motion Made By j y--; J , £. .. j Seconded 

LJ/1 1 Ld( ~W]C/l By ,, ,. 
' . , , .. • 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Senator Mutch .. Chairman v Senator Every 
Senator Klein .. Vice Chainnan ✓ Senator Mathern 
Senator Esoenard / 
Senator Krebsbach ~ 
Senator Tollefson ✓ 

Total (Yes)--..... ~------ No () 

Absent 0 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Committee 

, / ~ ,/ I 

{/ 

Yes No 
/ 
,/ 



Date:J/;(// (J) 
Roll Call Vote#: l,_ 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. /£/t§1 

Senate Industry, Business and L_abor Committee 

D Subcommlttee on ________________________ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken -~Vo p:iM t'l;LY,.d.-W~w"-'-~~~ ...... Jd"'-4-__ ~-----
Motion Made By J .. 

_2(/,Lj1 
,& 1 .. /. Seconded 

[1ay;0:1[{1 By dt12 lddlm:22 
C•( 0 I 

Senators Yes ,, No Senators Yes No 
Senator Mutch - Chairman L.,/ Senator Every / 
Senator Klein - Vice Chninnan ✓- Senator Mathern ✓-· 

Senator Espeaard ✓. 
Senator Krebsbach ✓ 

Senator Tollefson L_,/ ·-

-

Total (Yes) _ __..·z_· _____ No _l,_) _________ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment ..lt-n ...... --...L~Jt-~~~-~~:&1---------- ____ M __ 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OP STANDINQ COMMITTEE (410) 
Maroh 19, 2001 &:17 a.m. 

Module No: 8R•45•5642 
Carrier: Krebsbach 

Insert LC: 10690,0101 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1467: Industry, Bualneae and Labor Committee (Sen. Mutch, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), HB 1457 was placed on the Sixth 
order on the calendar. 

Page 1 , tine 18, overstrike "a certlflcate 11 and Insert Immediately thereafter 11 d.Q.c..umentat100 11 

Page 1, llne 19, remove 11J 11
, overstrike 11that Is the case 11

, remove the overstrike over 11
, The'\ 

remove 11.Jhst, anu after "tenant" Insert 111bQQ11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SA·46·6642 



2001 HOUSE INDUSTRY, BUSINESS AND LABOR 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

HB 1457 



200 I I IOl JSt•: STI\NDIN< l COMMITTHE MINl llJ•:S 

Bll.1./Rl•:SOLlJTJON NO, I II\ 1457 (CC) 

I louse Industry, Busi1wss und I .ubor ( 'ommitlcc 

□ Conforcncl! Commith.:c 

I lcurin1:' Daw April 2, 200 I 

·-·- _ 'I upt Numhor ___ .... ----······- s.idc A __ ................. ~l.~.~.!J_. . ..... . 
1 X 

t\,Jetcr II 
0-31.57 ...... , ·~-- .. .. ,. .,_., ., -·-

,-----------·--·-·~- ---···•-···•···········-·-- ······- ···•· ... ········ ·•············-···•····-········ ·•··-·•···•• .. ·•· 

' 
Committee_ Clt.:rk :~!!Q~~l!!~~--·--·-·······•· a.............. ... . ...... 

Chuirmnn Ruby: I notice the chungcs the Scnutc hus mudc und I question the inlL·nt. 

,S£n. Kt'cbsbuc.w, We just wuntcd to duri IY nny doubt !cit ultcr interpreting the bi II. 

Chuirmnn Ruhy~ Tim Dnwson provided the nthc1· language using "ir1. Both sentences imply that 

the tcnunt bus the l'ight to rcl'usc to sign. Whal happens nl.!xt? 

~km. Krebsbach: The landlord 1 may rcquirci, then the landlord is liuhlc, 

Rep, Severson: How pertinent is lhut sentence? 

Tom Tt1pu~ I huvc no disngl'ccmcnt with the nmcndmcnt. It's clcur if' u document is sign1.:d. 

Page one lines fifteen thrnugh seventeen, 

Rep .. Severson; Whut if we take out the sentence on line 17'? 

Sen. Krcbshoch: We don't really nee<l "'then. 

Tupa: That would be nil right. 

~n. Every: Whut happens if the system is wit'cd'? 



Pug'-' 2 
1 lousu Jndustry, Business und I .ubor C 'ommith:1.1 

Ulll/lh•solutlon Numb1.1r I IB 1457(('( '> 
I hmrln~ Dutu l\prll 2, 200 I 

g~,0. S',:vcrson1 Th~y sill I hove u hut tel')' back-up tlrnt 11ccds to he ~hcdcd pcriodkul I). 

Cholnnun l~~ The wiring is pmt of the s1nwturc, 

Bop, 1.Qmicux: We should odd so11H,1thi11g Sll)'ing 111111 thl! tenunl needs to niuintnin th1.• bm:kup. 

rbuirmon Ruby; Would lhut i11clud1.1 ii' it is the nrnin system'! 

full1_Scycrson: We don't have thut in c.:urn:ot luw. 

s,.m, Kn;bst,m;hi The lundlol'd 111.'1.'tls to be sure thut the system is opcrnting wh1.•n th1.• ll·rn1111 

moves in. 

Chuirmun l{uby: Then should we remove the senlenc.:c starling on line 17'! 

Sen, Krebsbach: Thul would elem up ~.'\'l!rything without c.:hunging thl.! liubility, 

Sen. Tolkl:'ion; ( 11.2) 11 muintuining the syste111 11 seems to be to broad, 

Rep. Sev~·rson: Anything thnl is nllaehcd lo the wil'ing ls lhc lundlords duty, 

Sen, TollcJ'son: What is the ulann itself went out? 

R!.!p, Lemieux: That's trne. II' the system is lhiling. the lcm111t needs to ussurc lts maintcnatH.:c. 

They should be rcsponsibh: for the system working on n monthly basis. 

Chairman Ruby: The tenant needs to cheek with the lundlorJ to sec about lixing the prnhlcm. 

Rep, Severson: ( l 6. 7) A power sw·gc creates a noise reaction. The only maintcnarn.:c is the 

battery. 

Sen, Tollefson: Muybl! ifs the word 'systl!lll' tlrnt1s the problem, 

Rep. Severson: It's the lundkll'ds job to make sure that the system works before the new tc11a11t 

moves in, 

Iupa: I do not anticipate u prnblcm with that. 



Pugc J 
t louse Industry, Busi1wss um! l.ubor C'ommiltct..! 
Bill/l{usolution Number I IB 14~7(( '(') 
I lcurlng Dutu /\r,rll 2. 200 I 

~~ll, Tollcl½on: The document sa)'S 11lur111 1101 system'! 

Tunu; Corl'cct. 

Si.111, Kr~hsbnc.bl Do nil rcntcrn use this form'! 

I.unlli /\II mcmhcrn ol' our ussodution usu this form nnd we suggest usugc h)' nornncmbcrs us 

well. 

Rvp, l ,cmi!,rnx; We could mid "monthly lusting and ycurly rcplm~cmc11t 11
• 

R\JP, Sgvurson; You don't ulwnys need to do monthly checks. 

Sen, Krcbsbuclt We could move the scntl.!111:c in lines 19 1111d 20. 

Rgp, Severson: This is Just u nHllc point. 

Chuirnmn Ruby: Whut ii' they don't sign the form'! 

Sen, Krcbshnch: Whut ubout using tlw word "shull"'? 

Rep, Severson: Thnt would caw;c too nrnny problems. 

8~m. Tollefson: I think thnt thut scntern.:c is pointless, 

Rep, Lemieux: If'we remove the sentence then no mutter \vhul the tenant is responsible. 

Sen. Krn.hsbuch: Thut is the intent ol'thc bill. 

Rep. Severson: Further ubovc in the bill, it defines the lundlor<ls dutica, 

Rep. Severson: I move to recede and to l'urthc1· umend. 

Sen, Every: l second. 

6 )'ca, 0 nay, 0 absent Cnl't'icr Rep Ruhy 



10890,0102 
Tltle.0300 

Adopted by the Industry, Business and Labor 
Commlttoe 

April 2. 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 1457 

That the Senate recede from Its amendments as printed on page 1001 of the House JolIrnal 
and page 838 of the Senate Journal and that House 8111 No. 1457 be amended as follows: 

Page 1, llno 17, overstrike '1The landlord11 

Page 1, overstrike line 18 

Page 1, llne 19, overstrike 11worklng condition, on taking occupancy\ remove \ .. J.f''i overstrike 
11that Is the case°. remove the overstrike over "~". and remove 11

~
11 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 10690.0102 
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Dute: ~, ~ .. o I 
Roll Cull Vote H / 

2001 JIOlJSE STANUING COMMITTEE ROL~ fALL VOTES 
UILL/HESOLUTION NO, tf {3 /451 

House -:la.. B / Committee 

0 Subcommittee on -----------~---~---·----
or 

I]] Conference Committee 

Loglslntlve Council Amendment Number 

Action Token 

Motion Made By ~~.A~.1~ Seconded By 'F ( N_J_1 ,L. 

u 
Heprescntudves Yes/ No SENATORS Vcs/ ~ No 

~'l.L\ KublJJ Stin ~J1ol1~h11~ ✓ 

' Q -
/ / 

·~'2.L'l ~ f.U·t~-MY"l ✓ Se..n. 7~ Oo ~ ~ J ✓ 

' 
- V 

/ /. 

r ~,2r, L1 ..,....,,,..._; Lu/\/ ✓ ~..12--n. ~~ ✓ 
I ( 0 

Total (Yes) ---...... ~f/1#-Q ___ No __ () _______ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment :::::B,of) Bw~ 
If the vote is on ru, amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



I 

' ..•.......... , ........................ . 
' R£PORT OF CONFERENCF. COMMITTEE 

( ACCEOE/R!C.EDI!) .. 420 07398 
............ , ·11••·········••111111111'1•1 

8111 N umbt r ) ( 1 1$ (re)tngroHed): 

Yovr Conference Committee 

□ recommends that tl1e ~/HOUSE) (ACCEDE to) (((fgpe from) 
~ 731/~ l?H/172' 173J/17H 

the ~/House) amendments <.1n SJ HJ) page( s) ~~a .. --
0 and place ____ on the Seventh order. 

1n 

~t (further) amendments as follows, and place 

:He { '-16 7 on the Seventh order: 

0 haying been unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged 
and a new committee be appointed. uo1us 

((Re)Engrossed) ___ _ was placed on the Seventh order of business on the 
calendar, 

==================================================================================== 

l) LC (2) LC (3) DESK (4) COMM. 

DATE: _!l_1--'2i.,1.Ql_ 
CARRIER, :pep Bl-<dou 
LC NO. /60:/0 . O({')dof amendment 

LC NO. of engrossment 

Emergency clause added or deleted __ _ 

Statement of purpose of amendment --

• t 



2001 TESTIMONY 

HB 1457 



• 

TESTJ\10NY ON IIB 1457 
IIOUSE INDUSTRY, BUSINESS AND LABOR COMMITTEE 

IUW. RJCK IH~RCL CHAIR 
PEACb OAl{DEN ROOM 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2001 

Mr. Chuirmnn nml members of the committee: 

I nm Rop. Bluir Thoreson, from District 44 in r argo, 

l have introduced HB 145 7 ut the request of' the City of Furgo, This bill would make u slight 
chungc in section 23-13-15 of the North Dakotu Century Code. 

A brief history: in 1985, Sonutc Bill No. 2303 lcd to the cnuctmcnt ofNDCC 23-13-15, As 
inltiaJly enacted, this lcgislution rcqidrcd smoke detectors to be i11stnllcd in ull rental 
properties, Except for single family dwellings, the lundlord wus responsible for muintaining 
tho smoke dt;tector. 

In 1987, Senate Bi!l No, 2394 wus introduced to shift the responsibility for muintuining 
smoke detectors to the tenant. The punctuation in the following sentences makes enforcement 
of this provision difficult. It currently rcuds: 

"The landlord may require the tenant to sign n certificate stating that the system is in working 
condition, on taking occupancy, if that is the case, The tenant is responsible for maintaining 
the systc'in during the tenant's occupancy. 11 

HB 1457 requests the following change: On Page I, line 19: remove the comma after the 
word "occupancy" and replace it with a period; and after the word "cusc" remove the period 
and replace it with a comma. This section would then read: 

"The landlord may require the tenant to sign a certificate stating that the system is in working 
condition, on taking occupancy. lf that is the case, the tenant is responsible for maintaining 
the system during the tenant's occupancy." 

From the perception of the City of Fargo, the benefits of the change are: 

• It affords the landlord a measure of protection because the sentence in NDCC prior to the 
requested change states that it is the landlord's responsibility to ensure the proper 
operation of the system before the tenant takes possession, By requiring the tenant to sign 
a statement that the system is functional, the tenant is acknowledging that the system is 
functional and cannot make claims as to the condition of the system when they took 
occupancy, 

• It insures that the tenant is aware of his/her responsibility to maintain the smoke detector, 
This is an important consideration in multiple-family dwellings as the fai1ure of a smoke 



II 

detector in one unit not only provides cnrly wnrning for tcnunt,, of thnt unit, but cun impuct 
the 1mrvivubHity of tho other tenants of other upurtmcnts in tho building us well. 

This chungc would help provido the tool ncccssury to ensure these propcrlicH urc protected 
with oporutionnl smoke detectors, 

UHually when oarly wurning of u flro is provided, the fire cun be put out in the room of origin. 
Thia muy ulso help insure thnt the dumugc to the building would be kept ut u minimum und 
would not require the displuccmcnt of other building tcnunts during rcpuirs. 

Thunk you, Mr, Chuirmun und members of the committco. I would be happy to unswcr nny 
questions the committee may have ut this time. 

2 
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' Tcsthnon~' on 11 n 14~7 
Sc1rnt" Industry, Husinl'SS nnd Luhor CommlUcc 

Sl!n, Uuurw Mutd1, Ctutlr 
Hoos~1vvJt Purk Hoom 

Tu~sdU)', Mun•h IJ, 2001 

Mr. Clrnirmun nnd members of the committee: 

Good morning, I um Rep, Blulr Thoreson, from District 44 in Furgo. I appour before you to 
tcstitY in support of HB 1457, 

This bill wns introduced ut the request of the City ot' Fnrgo, This bill would nwkc a slight 
chungc in section 23· 13-15 of the North Dukolll Century Code, however that change would 
impuct how current lunguugc in the Cod<.' is i111crprctcd. While slight, this is a change that the 
Furgo Fire Dcpnrtmcnt and the muyor's oflkc h<:licvc is quite impo11unt. 

First, n brief history of tho lnw us it stunds now. In 1985, Scnutc Bill No, 2303 lcd to the 
onnctmont of N DCC 23-13 -15, As initiully enacted, this lcgislution required smoke detectors 
to be instullcd in all rcntul properties. Except for the cusc of u single family dwelling, the 
lundlord wns responsible for 111aintnini11g the smoke detector in cnch unit. 

In 19871 Scnntc Bill ifo, 2394 was enacted by the Lcgislnturc. That bill shifted the 
responsibility for muintnining smoke detectors from the landlord to the tcnunt. However, the 
punctuation in thnt bill, which eventually became luw, makes enforcement di fftcult. It 
currently reads: 

"Thi! lundlord mny require the tenant to sign u ccrtificutc stating that the system is in working 
condition, on taking occupnncy, if that is the case. Thl' tenant is responsible for muintuining 
thu system during the tenant's occupancy." 

HB 1457 requests tho following change: On Pugc I, 1;nc I 9: remove the comma nftcr the 
word "occupancy" and replace it with a period; and after the word "case" remove the period 
and replace it with u comma. This section would then read: 

"The landlord may require the tenant to sign a certificate stating that the syst~m is in working 
condition, on taking occupancy. If that is the case, the tenant is responsible for maintaining 
the system during the tenant's occupancy." 

From the perception of the City of Fargo, the benefits of the change are: 

• It affords the landlord a measure of protection, because the sentence as it is now written 
states that it is the landlord's responsibility to ensure the proper operation of the system 
before the tenant takes possession. By requiring the tenant to sign a statement that the 
system is functional, the tenant is acknowledging that the system is functional and cannot 
make claims as to the condition of the system when they took occupancy. 



• 

• It lmmrcs thnt tho tonunt is uwnrc of his/her rcsponsibilily to maintain the smoke dctci:tor. 
This is un importnnt considcrntion in rnultiplc-litmily dwellings us the lhllurc of u snwkc 
detector in one unit not only provides curly wurning 1hr h:irnnts of lhnt unit. but ~.-an impuct 
the irnrvivnbHity of the other tcnunts of other apartmc.mlti 111 the building as well. 

This chnngo would help provide the tool ncccssury to ensure these properties nrc prot1,:ctcd 
with oporutionnl smoko dotcctors, 

Usuully when curly warning of n flrc is provided, the fire cun be put out in the room of origin. 
This mny also help insure that lhc dumugc to the building would he kept ut u minimum und 
would not roquiro the displuccmcnt of other building tcnunts during repairs, 

Finully, the City of Fargo requested an A ttorncy General's opinion ns to how the current 
punctuutlon uffccts the law. Tho Attorney General felt that if'thc luw is let\ unchungcd. the 
tonunt is ulwnys rcsponsiblci 1111d the first sentence hus no impact whutsocvcr on the mcuni11g 
of the purngrnph, Aguln, with tho requested chnng1.\ the lundlord would bo responsible unless 
they hnd tho tenants sign a cortiflcatc. 

Mr. Chairman und members of the committcci HB 1457 pusscd the House of Representatives 
ovcrwholmlngly, I would hope that this committee und the Senate would concur with the 
House nnd give its fnvorablo considcrntion to this bill. 

Thunk you, Mr, Chairman. I would be huppy to answer any questions the committcu may 
have ut this time, 

2 



I) On pngo It line 18, uf\or the word "sign'' udd the word "documuntution" und duh.He the words 
110 ccrtificntc" 

2) On pngo I, line 19, delete th~ overstrike ,,n 11
• i r· 

3) On pngc I, line 19, delete the underscore on•'. If" 

4) On pngu 1, line 19, dclutc the overstrik~; on H, Tho" 

5) On pogo I, line J 9, dcktc tht~ underscore on 11
, the" 

6) If neccssnry, renumber uccordingly. 
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