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Chuirmun It K~dsch, Vicc-Chuir T, Brns1.•gumd, lkp. lkllew, lh:p, Orumho, Rep. I luus. Rep. 

I lunson, Rep. I luwkcn, Rep, I lunsko1·. Rep, Johnson, Rep, Mdc1-. l{cp, Mueller. Rep. Nelson. 

Rep. Nottcstud, Rep. Solberg, Rep. Thoreson 

Chnlmrnn KcJ.fil;JJl We will now open the hcnring on HB 1465. 

Rcr, Froelich: (District 35) I hope this bill wlll help schools in this slate strnggling with a 

teacher shol'tugc un<l those that m·e huving difliculty supplying tcuchcrs, All children arc special. 

I realize thut this is not u perfect bill, it needs to be amended, I present this hill to you ns u 

vehicle to help students in schools in North Dukotu. 

Kathy Froelich: (Faculty member of' Sitting Bull College) * Please refer to written testimony* 

Rep, Johnson: After signing onto this bill, this non catcgol'ical, docs it get to be too 

encompassing? 



J>UijC 2 
I louse Educutlon Committee 
BIii/Resolution Numb!.!t' I IB 1465 
I lcul'lng I >utc O I /2WO I 

Froyllch..t Th~ bill is nmlly broad, und ii' you look nt lh!.1 m1kh.:. 111ost ul' the sta11..•s lw,·c 

spcciulizcd nrcus. visunl disubilltics, lwuring impainncnl, physkal disubill1kis. some ol' tlws1..• 

un:us would not he ublc to 111 under thul multi cntcgorknl. there urc some 111111 could 11t tog1..•thc1·. 

1<11· cxumplc. lcuming disubilitics, mcntully hundicuppcd, l'llHllionul disubililics, those 111\' sonH.' 

that could be put together. 

( 'hnirmon K1rlt,cbi t\nyonl.! wish to upp~•ur in opposition to 11 BI M,S? 

Bob Hullcn4 (Dircl:lot' ol'Spcciul l•:d111.:utiun for DPIJ "'Plcusi.: rd~r to \\Ti1t1:n 11:stirnony"' 

R~p. I lowkcn: Thut's whut the proposed amcndnwnt was, hiking out the visionary. physical 

thcrnpy. und prnbnbl)1 spl.!cl:11, und ii' this bill would bl! umcnded in that bill in thut wuy, would 

thnt follow nlong with whnt you're planning to do tlll)'Wuy'! 

Rutti;n; II' the proposed bill were signilkuntly umcnded to follow in whnt we ut\! udvocuting in 

tc1·ms or thl! cducution strntegist crcdcnliul. it would be very rn.:ccptuble. I might point oul. too. 

thll cun·ent bill thut's bdi.Hu you in its lunguagc is inclusive or sl!vcr <lisubilitics. multiple 

disubilltics, gilled und tnlcntcd. It dol)S omit Sl!Vcrul of the disubllity cutl!gorics thut \\'e cun·e11tly 

sc1·vc however thut wusn't in the bill: students with 11·aunrntic brain injury.undone other one thut 

cscupcs mens well. 

Rep. Huus: I-low cc1·tuin urc you that you're going to lK' ublc to implL:,ncnt this ,ww credential in 

u timely fashion, would it be in place by the foll of 200 l, or is this going to rcquin.• udditionul 

course work by those people who urc currently in the f1cld, in one of these categories. get the 

strategist credential. Where do you sec thut timclinc going? 

Rutten: In actuulity, the stutc und the department urc behind the current practices ut UND, In 

fact, thcivc been waiting for us to come forward with the credential! bccuusc they currc11tly huvc 



1•11gc 3 
I louse l~ducutlon Commlth:c 
Bill/Resolution Numbl.!t' I IB I ,l65 
I I curing l>utc O I /2()10 I 

u cutcgory ol' students reudy lo hit the groll11d with this. 1111d 1h1.·y ww11 that 1."rcd1.•111iol. Wlwt \h' 

need to do, now, is either tllnn1gh the kgisl111ive proccss, ll'you u111cml this in such a lhshh111 thilt 

it incorporutcs thc cduculionul slrntcglst crcdcntiul, or the udministrntor ruk1s pru1,:css, If' you t!CI 

through cithl.!t' or these options, it would be grcnl. It shouldn't he too timl.'i>'· 

B~p. I lm.1.tLl OK, then.! ure students currently nl llND. but whut ubout schools in th1.• slal1.' that 111\' 

strnggling In llndlng ull ol' tlw individuul cuh:gories l'ighl now. mid 11s for 11s 1·e1rnlni11g or 

prnfossionul development for those people i11 ordl.!r lo r1.?ul.'l1 tile same lcvl.'I or cr1.·d1.•nti11l ling'? 

Ruttv11: II' this cn.•d1,mtinl wc1\: lo become re11li1y. it is optional. so the retraining !hut would he 

ncccssury. !hut would h.• on u voluntmy basis. What w1.• hun.- been curn:ntly doing on u regional 

bush, is trying to pl'ovidc udditionul tntining in low incidence dls11bility areas. sp1.·dlkully 1111tis111. 

nnd thnt wus the othrJI' cutcgol'ics thut wus omitt1.•d i'rnm th!.! 1.'lll'l'l..'nt lunguugc in th1.• bill, hut 

thrnugh those types ol' p1·ot:csscs. \\'hut we wunwd to provide for rcgionul "ipcdulist to 111.·lp rnulti­

school districts with the low incidence disnbilitics sm:h us dcufni.:~:~. \'t:don impuinncnt, m11ism, 

tt·uumutk bruin injury. 

Rep, Hons: When~ would the regional specialists be lllCUli.:d? Wilhin the speciul 1.·d. unit'? 

Rt1tlcn: With our current stn1ctu1·1.:, thut would he the most logicul way to do thosi.:. Sonw or th1.· 

specialists urc uvallnbk thrnugh the ND school for the licur on a regional basis. also through NI) 

vision services, but we did make uvnilublc, regional low-incidence granls1 for l'cglonul spcdul 

cducntionul coopcrutivcs, who work together to look t111d identify urens ut' need and then to 

address training~ resource materials. 

Becky Salveson: (Special education teacher and µrofcssol' at University of Mury) *J>lcusc rel~·r to 

written testimony* 



Pugc 4 
I louse Hdu~~nlion Comml11·.1c 
BIII/Rcsolutio11 Number I IB 14(,5 
I hiurin~ Dute O I /29/0 I 

lk11, Mu~lh;G ll would uppcur tllut whul you supportl.'d 1111d "hat Mr. Rlltl1.111 spo~1.• about. lwµins 

to spcuk to the isst11.•s 1111his bill. und 11wyhl: \\c'rc way too broad, ill\' then: olllcr disahilitk·s 1'1a1 

we could put logcthc1· 11nd huvc II crcd1.•11ti11I ll>r un indh idual "ho \\ould 11rnyh1.· d1.•td \\ith mot\' 

tlmn Olll.' 111·cu, nml IJ' so, whul might thosl.' ureas bl.''.' 

needs, I lhinl-; we're tulking 11bou1 higl 1 itwidcnce. lo\\•i111pm:l. ,\ 11u111b1.•r ol' mild disnbiHtk•s, 

1hc1·c me quite II lcw studc111s with tlrnt lc,cl ol' 111ild d1subili1h:s. I think thut 1.·rnss-cah.•goril::il in 

lhc mild men. ol' mental rctmdution. k-urning disubil ilk·s and emotional dis1urb,111c1.• wuuld go u 

long wuys to mc1.•1ing lhli needs, I wmild lw \\'I')' lwsita111. lwwcv1.•1-. 10 g1.·nernli1.1.• that any 

further. fo1· i11stanc1.• with u p1.•rson with tnnmwtic bruin injury. Although llw person muy h,l\'L' 

some of lh1.• cht11·twt~·1·istics with sonH.·01w who has 1111.•ntul retunfotion, you n•rtuinly lwv1.• mwtlll.'I' 

set or needs ull togcther, I taught 11011-categoricul in tlw slate or W 1\ fol' live y1.•ars. and tlw 

quality tlrnt wus ol'lcl'ed to the s1udc11ts. purticulurly in the rurnl distl'icts really sul'lcrcd, h1.·t·ausL' 

you didn't wnnt lo pay fo1· more lhun the luw l'Xpcctcd you to provid.:. und ii' you hud a degrel' 

thut's too hroud, I don't think thut the parent's or the childrcn·s needs would be mc1. 

C'mlotta McCkary: (Regionul parent coordinutor for the ND Fcdcrntion or Families For 

Children's Mcntul Heulth) *Please refer to wl'ittcn testimony* 

Mnx Lnird: (President ol'thc ND Education /\ssocintion) I huvc trcnwn<lous rcs1wct !'or Bob 

Rutten and his work with specinl education nnd his work or his advisol'y committees in 

attempting to address the issue of this gcncrulist strntcgy, Moving all the way to a 

non~catcgorical credential may be further than we want to go in the state or ND. l'or th~ purpose 

of delivery of quality services. 1n the 1997 session, there was legislation proposed in this area 



Pugl.l 5 
I louse Hducutlon ( 'ommlttc1: 
Bill/Rcsohllio11 Numb~•r I IB 14<,5 
I 11.llll'lng Dute O 1129/0 I 

thul wus dcfcnlcd, In I 999, 11n umcmlmcnt wus pluccd 011 u pici..·c ol' lq;ti-;lalion, llll' lhi..· purpu:--1.·~ 

ol' crcutl11g u S)'slc.'lll, whereby, before this l)'PC or credential wuuld nw\'c l'm\\11rd, 1ha1 llw 

dcptt1·11111.mt wus l'l..'qt1in:d to hnvc It rcvic,wd by u commith.'c. I hclh.i,·i..1 that this simply rdk1:ts 

the i111po1·111111:c that was plaC<.!d, b)' those in the s1wdul l'dm:ution l'llllllllllllil)' around the issue of 

mnking Slll\.' thut the chlldl'cn wet\' impuclcd whh the.• higlwst quality Sl'l'\'ll.\.'S thut thl')' nm~·. 

got nn c-muil. and there wus on!.l thut comrm:ntcd on, 1.:\'l.'11 to the c,xtclll of tlK' possibility ol' 

uddilio11ul h1ws\lits. 1·cl11tivc to quality scn·icc dcli\'1..'l'Y by spl·cial cdw:ution distrkls w1d units 

ri..•lutivc lo children, hcc11w,c of' the possibilities thnt the i:usc lo11ds i:ould get to high, or the 

scl'vicc ddivct)' models might, in lhct, he l'Xlcnd~id beyond the ubility of the staff to scrn!, I do 

bc.•llc,·L1 thut Bob und his folks arc pl'lH.:ccded with undue 1:aution u11d care, partkulal'ly looking at 

the nci..·ds or the stwhmts in the utmost und their student w.:hic,·cmcnls, I would L'IK'oumgL') ou lo 

very curcl'ully consider nny nmendnwnts you might mak1.• lo this kgislalion, but I think that thi.· 

rules Hnd the ct·c<.kmtiulling pmccss will 1\:solvc the issut\ without this legislation, 

Ourbmu Tmtgcsdul: (ND t\ssociution of the Hducution of Young Children) Wc'1\' opposL·d 10 

this bill, 1hr the part that suys the curly childhood srcdal cducution pk-cc, W1..• do not bcli1.•,·l· 

people who huvc been trnined in working with children in higher grades will haw the 

undcl'stunding of whut it takes to work with our youngest children. und so this wus so gc11L'ral isl. 

we arc opposed lo it. We might, with what DP! is proposing. just to know that thi: needs of 

young children muy not be met with people who urc trained for high school. junior high nnd other 

kinds of c<lucutors, 

Junct Welk: (ESPB) *Plcnsc l'cfcr to written testimony* 



)>ugv 6 
I louse l·:ducullon Committee 
Bill/Hcsohnlon Numhcr I IB 1465 
I lcmlng I >ntc O I /2WO I 

Jiw, Brns~·i.tn.l.!Jlt Whul kind or progl'\.'SS is bl.!ing llH11.k.• Oil th1.• 1..'dlll.'atiunnl sll'al\.'gisl \-'l\'d1.11lli1d 

uml will It be In plucc for the 2001 school year'! 

.\V1.;!k; I'd huvc to work with tvlr. Hlllll'll un thut. \V1.• cnn do our rnlcs and do the progmm1ning 

und work with hl111. und it would be possibk·. 

B1.;p, Brusc~!llll'Y: Wi II this m:w cn:dcntwl sPh\.' both goals or pri:scr\'ing ut h:ast a kn.•1 of 

quullly thut \HII' childn.m need und ulso IH1\\,1 opporlunitlcs for school districts to cut costs mid hu~· 

\Vi;lk: I'm not sun: i r ii will cut costs. I hclicv1.• that we wi II huvc to l'"Y our t1.•uchcrs lt1r th1.•111 to 

crnnc into ND nnd stuy in Nl>. so I don it think that it's going lo be II cut 1:ost. lsslll: with t\•gard 

to m:lunlly hll'ing, yet tlwy muy lrnvc to hire only IL'\\' pl.'opl!.!, hut th~y·n: going 10 huw 10 puy the 

person thnt tl11.•y g1.1l. 

Clwinnun Kl.'lsch: \Ve will close thl.' hl.'aring on I IB14(,5. 



2001 I IOUSE STAN DIN( i COtvtMITll~I~ ~vllNl ITl·'.S 

Bii .1./IH~SOLlJTION NO. I IB I M,5 I\ 

1 lous~ l•:ducution Committee 

U (\.11forc11cc Conunittcc 

I !curing Dute O I /30/0 I 

______ TUj)C Numbcl' ___ . _ .. ________ Side /\ _____ .. _ .. 
112 

Side B 
X 

Mctl'l' II 
600 to t I (l:' 

__ ,. ____ , ____ .... ---~- ---------------· ·------· ···-·- -·- -------- .. ,., -·-··-··· - . ' ---···- - - ------·----···•--------·-···~- --··•-·--•·-·- - --·-·------- -. ------ - ·- .. --- .. --

-Committee_ Clerk Sig11uturc _4l/.-. ':fld~;,,.,,,_, __ _____ ··-····· -- ..... -- .... 
Minutes: 

Chnit·mun It Kdsch. YiccMChnir T. Bnlsl'gunrd. Rep. Bellew. Rep. Clrumbo, Rep, I laus, Rep. 

I lunson, Rep. I lnwkcn, Rep. I lunskor. Rep . .Johnson. Rep. Mdur, Rep. Mudlc1-. Rep. Nelson. 

Rep. Nottcstud, Rep. Solberg, Rep, Thoreson 

Chuj1·mun Kelsch: Let us take up IIBl465, 

Rep. Hnus: I move the nmcndmcnts, 

R~p. Bruscgnurd: Second. 

Rep, l-lnus: f move u Do Puss As Amended. 

Rep. Mueller~ Second. 

Chqirmnn Kclschl Committee discussion. 

The Motion of DO PASS AS AMENDED pusses with l 5 Yay O Noy O Absent. 

Floor assignment: Rep. D. Johnson 



8111/Resolutlon No.: 

Amondmonl to: HB 1405 

FISCAL NOTE 
R~quosted by Le9h1latlve Counoll 

02/02/2001 

1A. State fleoal effect: lclonfily tho stoto fiscal aff(Jct am/ tho li.w:al tJ/loct 011 r1,<Jm11:y op1nopll11tions 
comporo<I to lundlna /ovals nm/ t111I,ropfl't1tio11s a11ticiµ11tml umlm c111mnt low. 

I~~:·~==::== ~,~~:~~i;1,r-J)WJ}:i1/,~i!l~;:1,;~1~:i1r,1:,1~:;ii;•,:~d. fl o.,~~.~~~7;~,~
6

11 i:~~;'~:',::<I. j 
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $<~ 
E,cpendlturis---·· ,---···---·--·$or···· ...... -'"-••<s••;.of ... ····--- -$n/ --- .. . $ol . - -- . $01 $(~ 

-~i>Pl~_ii,iitTons-~[_~_-_ ~-----~-~~=Jr! ::: .. -~--.. -: -~~:.-. ·. _i~if _--:~. -_- · .. __ -_ ic![ · _ · io[ - · · $0/ $(~ 

1 B. County, olty, and school dist riot flsoal offoct: ldo11tily tlJu liscol of fuct on tlw a111>mwiuto politi,:ol 
subdivision. 

2, Narrative: ldontify tho f/Spocts of tho nwnsum which causo fiscal impact and lm:ludo miy co11111w11ts 
rolovnnt to your mwlysis, 

3. State flsoal effeot detail: For lnformntion shown undor stnto fiscr,/ of ft1ct in 1 A, pfomw: 
A, Revenues: Exµloin the revenue amounts. Provide clotnll, wlwn npproprinta, for ooch ruvo11uo typo 

ond fund {l/fected and ony amounts inclvc/ed ln tho oxecutivo budyet. 

B. Expenditures: Exµlaln the oxµendlturo amounts. Provide dotnil, whon nppropriale, for ,mch 
agency, line item, and fund al/acted and the m1111/Jer of FTE positions llffectnd. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when oppropriate, of the of feet 
on the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the 
executive budget. Indicate the relationship between the oowunts shown for expenditures and 
appropriations. 

rJame: Bob Rutten I.Agency: Public Instruction 
-------, 

._Ph_o_n_e_N_u_m_b_e_r: ___ 3_2_8_-2_2_7_7 _______ pate Prepared: 02/02/200_1 _______ _ 
I 

J 



Blll/Rosolutlon No.: HB 1466 

AmoncJrnant !('I: 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requasted by Legislative Counoll 

01/23/2001 

1A Stote flsoal offoot: lclontifV tho stoto liscol off(!(:/ flll(/ tho fiscal offoct 011 nuuncy ap1,ro/Jfiiltio11s 
compf,ro<I to fumlin{J lovols t111d opproprlotions ontlc1in1to<I um/or c11flot1t lnw. 
·--------·----- --···----·-· - 199U.2001 Biennium··-· r·· ··2001.2003·01onnlum-···· ·1·· -·2003-2006 Blonnlurn· . j 
·-----·-··-----··---·----Ooneral FunclTOther··Funds [Gonoral.FundfOthor Funds-!Gorwral f='und[ Otho,.Funds l 

!El;rro~.---==~=====:~f-_ ::: =:=IL:·:=-: •it: •.• i = = ::._ {l ... ··•••·· .. ··• · · -;:J 
18. County, olty, and sohool dlstrlot flsoal offoct: ldmitily tho fis,.:ol offm:t on tlw 11/J/Uof)fifJ/O politicul 
subdivision. 

2. Narrative: Identify tho nspocts of tho moosuro which c,wso liscnl 11n1wct nnd includn any com11w111s 
rolovont to your mwlysls. 

Urnkr the lndividu11ls with Disahilitk·s Edui:ation Act (IDEA) tlw North Dakotu D1 . .'p11rtml'lll of P11hlk 
lnstrnction is rcsponslhlc for ensu!'lng thut 11ppropriat1.•ly trained mid qualilic(I persons work with ,-;1ud1.•n1s 
who hnvc disuhilitics in lhc sdwols of our stntc. It appL'ms tlrnt 1111..· proposL'd hill would hu,·1..• PP c..·stlmabk 
t1scul impact on the DPI. HowcVl.'I', if 11 B 1465 hl.'comcs luw prl.'sunrnbly tlw institutions or higlwr 
education 111 our stutc thut prcpurc special educators would 11<.'cd to revise the cm11·sL's and 1)rogra111s thut 
they ofter. This propm,<.'d noncutcgor1cal special education cn .. ·dcntiul would prcsunwbly r•.•quirc li1culty 
members to be appropriutcly trnined in a larger number of disability r.:atcgorics. Currently tl11..· thr1.·c 
institutions of higher educutinn in North Dnkota thnt pn.·pure special cdt11.:ation tcal;bL·rs ( Minot State 
University, University of North Dukotn, and Univcristy ofrvtnry) do 11ot L'Ul'lt have focul1y m1.·mhcrs tu 
nppropriutcly truin teachers in nil the disability cntcgories outlined in this bill. The fiscal impal;t 011 these 
three schools to prepare teachers in a noncutcgorkal manner is dilfo.:ult to estimate at this timl'. One North 
Dakota profostmr expressed the opinion that all three institutions of higlwr education would have to douhlc 
the rn11nbcr the foculty members that they currently have. 

3. State fiscal effect detail. For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1 A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type 

and fund affected and onv amounts included In the executive budget. 

B. E,cpendltures: Exploln the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each 
agenc.:y, line item, and fund affected and the number of FT£ positions affected, 



(;. Approprlntlona: l:'.'<plnln tho npproprlntion w1101111/.';. Prov/do dotllil, whon 11p11roI1r/(I/O, of tlw ollm:t 
on lhtJ h/01111/n/ npproprlot/011 for ut1ch or1011cy ond /1111<1 allactml nm/ nny nmo11nrs im:lw/ocl in thu 
OX(l<.'utlvo lmdf/Of, lmlfr:11to tho tlJ/lltlonship botwoon tho omo1111ts shown for ox1wmhl11ws nm/ 
11ppro1ulatlom1, 



Date: \ \ '6b/ 0 I 
Roll Cull Vote #: \ 

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTl1:s 
HILL/Rti:SOLUTION NO. 4\'o\\.\\JfJ 

House House Education Committee 

D Subcommittee 011 ___________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number . .U:A.t20 \ . C) I C1 I 

Action Taken M ]e ss .As ~c..-'--'Lc"--'c~·\'---_____ ~- __ _ 

Motion Mude By ~.J(~o..CJ..5 - Seconded By Ur . m u1.A i e. r: 
Rc»rcscn ta tivcs Yes No Rcorcscntntivcs Yes No -Chalrman•RaeAnn G, Kelsch V Reo. Howard Grumbo V 

V. Chalrman•Thomaa T. Bruseaaard \/ Rep, Lyle Hanson V 
Rep, Larry Bellew ✓ Rep. Bob Hunskor V 

LB!P.: C,B. Haas V_ Rep, Phllllr> Mueller V 
Reo, Kathy Hawken V Rep. Dorvan Solbera V 
Rep, Dennis E, Johnson v 
R,~. Lisa Meler V-
Rep. Jon 0, Nelson V 
Ret:i,0arrell D, Nottestad V 
Roi), L~urel Thoreson V . 

-
-

\'6 D 
Total 

Absent 

(Yes) _ C 'lick ltere to type Yes Vole No . CIiek herv lo type No /'oft• ---~ 

Floor Assignment Clil'k lwr~ /IJ type Flom· A .w~fgrnnem 12..tJ,. .;}-;, Wok\..., 

If the vote is on nn amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 31, 2001 8:36 a.m. 

Module No: HR-17-1982 
Carrier: D. Johnson 

Insert LC: 10601.0101 Tit lo: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMfTTEE 
HB 1465: Education Committee (Rep. R. Kelsch, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (15 YEAS1 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1465 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after 11A BILL" replace the remainder of the blll with 11 for an Act to create and 
enact two new sections to chapter 15·47 of the North Dakota Century Code or in the 
alternative to create and enact two new sections to chapter 15.1-18 of the North 
Dakota CEJntury Code, rel a ting to the spec I al education strategist credential. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. If House BIii No. 1045 does not become effective, a new section 
to chapter 15-47 of the North Dakota Century Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Special education strategist credential. In addition to any other credential, 
the superintendent of public Instruction shall implement a special education strategist 
credential, effective August 1, 2001. Any Individual who obtains a special education 
strategist credential and meets all oth~r teacher licensure requirements Imposed by 
statute may provide special education services In the areas of mental retardation, 
emotional disturbance, and learning dlsabllltles. 

SECTION 2. If House BIii No. 1045 does not become effective, a new section 
to chapter 15•47 of the North Dakoca Century Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Provisional special education strategi~t credential. Beginning August 1, 
2001, upon appllcatlon the superintendent of public Instruction shall Issue a provisional 
special education strategist credential to any lndlvldual who Is llcensed to teach by the 
education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the education 
standards and practices board and who holds a credential applicable to the areas of 
mental retardatlon1 emotional disturbance, or learning disabilities. The provisional 
credential must be made available to the Individual for the lesser of three years or the 
period of time required by the lndlvldual to complete the requirements for a special 
education strategist credential. 

Sl:CTION 3. A new section to chapter 15.1-18 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Special education strategist credential. In addition to any other credentlal 1 

the superintendent of publlc Instruction shall Implement a special education strategist 
credential, effective August 1, 2001, Any Individual who obtains a special education 
strategist credential and meets all other teacher llcensure requirements Imposed by 
statute may provide special education services In the areas of mental retardation, 
emotlonal dlsturbancei and !earning dlsabllltles. 

SECTION 4. A new section to chapter 15, 1 .. 1 s of the North Dakota Century 
Coda Is created and enacted as follows: 

Provlslonal speclal education stratoglst credential. Beginning August 1, 
2001 i upon appllcatlon the superintendent of public Instruction shall Issue a provlslonal 
special education strategist credential to any Individual who Is licensed to teach by the 
education standards and praotlues board or approved to teach by the education 
standards and practices board and who holds r: credential applicable to the areas of 
mental retardation, emotional dlsturbanoe1 or !earning dlsabllltles, The provlslonal 
credentlal must be made available to the lndlvldual for the lesser of three years or the 

(2) DESK; (~) COMM Page No. 1 
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period of time required by the individual to complete the requirements for a special 
education strategist credential." 

Renumber accordingly 
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□ Conference Committee 
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.7 
Minutes: CHAIRMAN FREBORG opened the hcuring on HB 1465 which relates to the 

education strategist credential. 

Testimony fn support of HB 1465: 

REPRESENTATIVE FROELICH, District JS1 presented testimony in support of HB 1465, (sec 

uttachcd) 

REPRESENTATIVE D. JOHNSON, District 12, stated his suppor1 for the bill. He feels the rural 

schools wfll benefit from this legislation. 

REPRESENTATIVE KATHY HAWKIN, District 36, asks the committee to support this bill. 

This bill has brought all parties together who have an interest in this issue, special education, 

This is a vehicle to help in smaller districts for serving the needs of speci81 education children, 

UND already hus started the curriculum for this credential and this legislntion uccornpnnics it 

perfectly. SENATOR COOK asked if this would mak(! a teacher ublc to tcuch all children with 

special needs. REP. HA WKlN said specifically, probably not. This would give the tcuchcr the 
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base background and the additional truining to be able to serve the needs of the children. She 

further stated that Representative Kelsch supports this legislation. The superintendent of DPI is 

involved with the non~ccrtification of the credential and ESPB is involved in ccrtificntion. 

Anyone going into this program would have to have the certification before obtaining the 

credential. 

KATHY FREOLICH, faculty member at Sitting Bull college, spoke in support of the bill. (sec 

attached). She also presented un article from the Council for Exceptional Children (sec 

uttuchcd). There arc up to ten categories in speciul education and North Dakota hus three 

i1rntitutions that offcl' a major in this area. There me thirteen disability categories by the Federal 

Government. 

BOB RUTTEN, Director of Special Education fol' DP!, presented testimony. (sec attuchcd). He 

explained how un IEP (individual education progrum) is arl'ivcd nt with a person having several 

different problems. They are evaluated by scvcrnl professionals und, along with the parents or 

guardiuns, u decision is mudc on disability and the route to follow to educate tltc student. 

Currently 13,612 students urc served through special education in North Dukota. This is 11.5% 

of the overall student population. The two largest categories arc: I, Special language 

impuinnent, 2, Specific lcnmiug disabilities, MR, RUTT EN stutcd the categories of specific 

lcnrn1ng disnbility, emotio11ul disturbance, und mcntul rcturdntion ure considered compnrntivcly 

mild disnbilhies. These are the categories this legislation would ullow u teacher to work with, 

MR. RUTTEN stnted that early childhood special education in North D11kotn has n fairly broad 

cross cntegorical approach. It was recognized that North Dakota needed to provide early 

childhood special educntors with n fnlrly good understanding of the vurious disubility categories. 

Nationally there are 6.1 million students receiving Special Education services. As of this current 
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school year, this reflects a 3% increase nationwide. Despite declining enrollment, special need~ 

arc a growing problem in North Dakota. There is an increased awareness by the public_ there i:,; 

better parental awareness, and the stigma to special needs is decreased now. The impact on 

mainstream children seems to be mostly a positive experience by studies that have been done 

nationally. 

Those with a neutral position on 118 1465: 

NANCY SAND, NDEA stated that when asking her members about the engrossed bill, the 

concern was with mandating this credential later on. 

DEB JENSEN, ESPB, stated they have been working with 1300 RUTTEN, DPl, and other 

educators und institutions. Special Education credentials arc mld•ons to liccnsure. They have 

nlso been looking nt this legislation in relation to the standards for exceptional children. 

Heuring no further tcstlmon~', cltl' hearing on HB 1465 was closed. 

3 .. 20 .. 01, Tape I, Side A, 16,0 .. end, Side B, 0 .. 5,0 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON presented an umc11d111cnts for the committee to consider. She stated 

the engrossed House bill meets n comfort level for all concerned levels. Her amendment adds 

another crcdcntiul, tt "mc11tul retardation" credential. It also chnngcs "shall" to "ma)/' throughout 

the whole engrossed bill. It also alludes to "specific" learning disubilitics. This is for a 

credential for a tcucher to tcuch and deul more broadly with those who nrc mentally retarded, 

c:motionally disturbed 01· has learning disabilities. This would help eliminate the need for 

several teachers in the urea of mental returdution. Chnnging "shnW' to "muy11 mndc this seem 

less mandatory and makes it a more permissive piece of legislation. SENATOR O'CONNELL 

asked how much more education would be needed to obtuin this crcdentinl. SENATOR 

CHRISTENSON stated UND hns n progrum with the core curriculum nlrcndy developed nnd this 
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would mean just a couple m0rc courses. She feels it would be brrn1d-basL·d. Severe cnscs would 

require di ffcrent types of special programs. SENATOR COOK asked if every school district 

would still huve control whether to have a teacher with this credential on stafl SENA TOR 

CHRISTENSON feels the local district would still maintain control, She stated the severe 

disabilities would not be dealt with by these individuals, the strategists. Severe cuscs require 

special circumstances, This is addressing the mainstreaming concept of public schools and fits 

well with thut. SENATOR COOK asked ubout the Mental Rcturdation Credential. Oot1
1
t we 

hnve that now and arc we creating another credential. SENATOR Cl IRISTENSON stated ND 

hns this crcdentiul, but it had been i11advcrtc1Jtly kn out ill the rewrite ( 1-1 B I 045) and if that docs 

not pass it needs to be in this bill. SENATOR COOK wondered about the words "shall 11 and 

"may" as to the Superintendent of Public Instruction in Section 5. SENATOR CHRISTENSON 

assumes discussion has taken plucc on this issue and feels all nrc comftlrtablc with this language. 

She stated she is totally against lowering standards and docs not feel this is doing tlrnt. 

SENATOR COOK stated by changing "shull" to "may'' the argument is moved to the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction ruthcr than the lawnrnkcrs. She sH:tcd this credential will 

give u teacher more depth und more mcunh1g in 1cachi11g those in this area, She feels there i~ an 

emerging support going toward a strategist. This does no! require tcuchers to go back to school. 

The credential is uvuiluble if a school district or locul teacher wants it. SENATOR FREBORG 

stnted he hus u hurd time with changing 11shall" to umuy~' becnusc this would require DPI to allow 

the districts to tuke up the option to creutc the crcdcntiol ,md if tile districts wunt it, it is there, If 

n specific teacher wunts it, it is there also, SENATOR KELSH stntcd that from testimony, he 

thinks it would allow one person to do the work of two or more. 
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SENATOR CHRISTENSON moved to adop1 the amendment. Seconded hy SENATOR 

KELSH. Discussion. SENATOR KELSl-J ulso wonders about changing th~ "shall" to "may". 

Is there a fear with the people who have the credential now, a fear of DPl or what. 

Roll Call V<>tc: 2 '\'ES. 4 NO. I Absent. Motion Failed. 

SENATOR COOK moved to adopt the amendment hut removing un•pla&.·c ~shall' with 

'may'" on four lines and ch::1nglng umay" to 0 shall" in the Mental rt•tardution crl'd&.•nOul 

paragraph. SENATOR COOK would like to sec other credentials in code also. ANITA 

THOMAS, Lcgislulivc Council, answered questions. There is no reference to credentials in 

statute. If this credential is put into statute, then it may give notice to put others in, SENATOR 

KELSI-I wondered ifit would hurt to put credentials in code. MS. THOMAS stated that to 

address all concerns, it can be put in code, sunset it, then it would go in the administrntivc rules 

or session lnws. SENATOR COOK uddcd to the amendment that 11 it will lrn,:c atl expiration 

dnte of June 30. 2003". Seconded by SENATOR FLAKOLL. 

Roll Call Vote: 7 YES. 0 NO. 0 Absent. Amendment Adopted. 

SENATOR CH RI STENSON moved ll DO PASS as Amended. Seconded h~• SENATOlt 

COOK. Roll Call Vote: 7 YES. 0 NO, 0 Absent. Motion Carried. 

Carrier: SENATOR CHRISTENSON 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1465 

Page 1, line 1, replace "two" with "three" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "two" with "three11 

Page 1, line 3, replace the second 11the" with 11a" and after "credential" insert "nnd a mental 
retardation credential" 

-P-agQ j rlina-8,r~aee-ttshahttn~af' 

Page 1, llrie 11, after "and" Insert "specific" 

-Pa§e••·h·Hne-+6t~ce.Jtsha-ll"wtth·"may1
L 

Page 1, line 19, alter "or" insert "specific" 

Page 1, after line 22, Insert: 

"SECTION 3. If House BIii No. 1045 does not become effective, a new section 
to chapter 15-47 of the North Dakota Century Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Mental retardation credential. In addition to any other credential, the 
superintendent of public Instruction ~ 'implement a mental retardation credential, 
effective August 1, 2001. Any Individual who obtains a mental retardation credential 
and meets all other teacher llcensure requirements Imposed by statute may provide 
special education services In the area of mental retardation," 

?a~tllrre--2-; replace·"shatlliwtth -~may'' 

Page 2, line 5, after "and" Insert ''speclflc 11 

Page 2, llne,-10; repface,!'shall" with ,iimat• 

Page 2, line 13, after "or" Insert 11speclflc11 

Page 2, after line 16, Insert: 

"SECTION 6. A new section to chapter 15.1 · 18 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Mental retardation credential,._ ID addition to any other credential. the 
superintendent of public Instruction ~ .. Implement a mental retardation credential, 
effective August 1, 2001. Any Individual who obtains a mental retardation credential 
and meets all other teacher llcensure requirements Imposed by statute may provide 
special education services In the area of n,ental retardation." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 10601,0201 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1465, as engrossed: Education Committee (Sen. Freborg, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
("/ YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), Engrossed HB 1'165 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after "Act 11 Insert "to provide for a mental retardation credential;" 

Page 1, line 3, after 11credentlal 11 insert "; and to provide an expiration date" 

Paga 1 , llne 11 , after "ar1d" insert "specific" 

Page 1, line 19, after 11or11 lt'lsert "specilic 11 

Page 2, line 5, after "and" Insert 11speciflc11 

Page 2, llne 13, after "or" Insert "sp0cific0 

Page 2, after line 16, Insert: 

"SECTION 5. MENTAL RETARDATION CREDENTIAL. In addition to any 
other credential, the superintendent of public Instruction may Implement a mental 
retardation credential effective August 1, 2001. Any Individual who obtains a mental 
retardation credential and meets all other teacher llcensure requirements Imposed by 
statute may provide special education services in the area of mental retardation. 

SECTION 6. EXPIRATION DATE, Section 5 of this Act Is effective through 
June 30, 2003, and after that date Is Ineffective," 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No, 1 
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PREPARED llY KATHRYN FROELICI I 

JANlJAllY 2~, 2001 

My numo is Kuth~ Fro.£!ich1 l um u faculty member ut Sitting Uull College on the 
Standing Rock Rosorvution. For the pust seven years we hnvc been ublc to of'fi.Jr a four year 
double 111ujor Elcmcnrnry/Spcciul Educution degree, through un urticulution ugrccmcnt with a 
South Dukota four ycur institution. Our students will gruuual1.' with an 1-8 ccrtith:ation in 
clcmcntnry cducution, in South Dukotn they will huvc n ccrtitkation k-12 Special Edw.:alion. 
Presently those student receive u South Dukotu ccrtiflcution. upon receiving their certitkation 
they then npply for North D11kotu ccrtillcution, In North Dakotu they will receive 1-N clcmc111ary 
certification and receive certificution in one area of Special Education, EMR. 

J um here toduy to testify to the need in our stutc to provide a non-catcgorkal special 
cducutio11 ccrtificution, As the recent urticlc states "should u spccial education teacher specialize 
inn purtlculur dlsubllity or should he or she serve as n generalist, one who knows a little about a 
wido rnnge of disnbiltlcs'l Dm.~ to the ever growing divcn;ity present in most ofolll' schools tlw 
trend seems to fovor u 11gcncrulist" 01· non-cutcgoricul" liccnsurc of' special education teudwrs. 
For those fortunuto school districts who's budgets allow for ndditionol specialists in 1.mch urea the 
categorlcnl licensurc is nn option, But for the many rural schoob, who's budget arc already 
stretched by funding pressures it is a hardship, many of our rurul schools must then coopcralc 
with other schools ln the dlstrlct and hire one pcn,on who holds the ncccssnry credentials, This 
person must travel many miles to prepare educutionul plans for students und use 
pnrn~profosslonal stuff to follow the indivldunl cducntlon plnns made for each student. With the 
non-cutegorlcul certification teachers could hold u credential that would enable them to work 
with several types of disabilities with in their schools. 

Currently more than 45 states have some form of multicntegorical framework. This trend 
is an indication of tho movement to less labeling of students and the need to train nil of our 
teachers to be able to work with all types of students, Rurcly docs one student have only one type 
of dhmbility therefore it boils down to truining all of our tcuchcrs to possess the strategics that 
work with nil students, IDEA (Individuals with Dlsablitics Education Act) reforms and 
movement toward inclusion we need to be uble to attruct teachers to our school that posses:, 
mnny types of knowledge, 

Teachers transferring to ND who hold spcclul education credentials from othcl' states arc 
required to take additional course work in order to fulfill the categorical requirements. In a state 
where 4 7% of our new graduates leave the state, where in our rural schools 80'½, of our tcnchcrs 
commute, where salaries arc the lowest in the nation we need to assess how well we arc meeting 
the needs of our children. 

Early childhood providers would also benefit from a non-categorical status, they work 
with our children at the most critical time in their development. The additional training in 
working with many types of disabilities will help us to be proactive and identify those children 
who many be at risk of becoming a part of an ever growing system, SBC hns recently applied to 
the Office of Special Education programs to train early childhood providers with the special 
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PREPARE!) BY KATHRYN FROELICll 
cuucntlon trninin~ needed to i;crvc our children, These providers would also be 11blc 10 rccch\· 
tho uon-cutcgoricul training needed to serve there commlmltics, 

Lust ycur ut the Oflico of Sp,:ciul Educntion Personnel Preparation C'onfcrcni:c in 
Wushingt()n DC, Dr, Corrignn of the University of Tcxus ~·mphusizud "the need for rcgulur 
cducution to become more special und spcclul cducalion to become more regular" 

Our studcntH ut SBC huvc both the regular cducution tniinlng along side the s1)cdal 
education trulning, l feel confident thnt they will be advocates for ull of their students, teachers 
and purcnts, For loo long regular education tcuchcrs have blamed special cduc11tio11 for lack or 
assistuncc und spccinl cducatlon teachers have blunn:d rcgulur cducution teachers for lm.:k of 
lruining, 
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Choosing Your If P Software 
January 24, 2000 
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Tho Debate: Multicategorlcal vs. Categorical 
Li censure 
Sllllllld u spcciul cd111.:111in111rnd1cr spcdul­

izc in u pur1icul11r disubilily or should he 
or she serve 11s II gc11crnlls1. ouc who knows 11 

little 11lxn1t u wi<lc nmgc of disuhiliti<.•s? Thii. 
question is being debated 1101 m1ly b>1 individ­
uals seeking u degree in spcdul cdu~:utton but 
ulso by school districts 11ml slates. Al this 
time, lhc trend towurd the "gcncrnlisl" sl·cms 
to he winning fuvor ns more and more stulcs 
nrc 1uming to nmllkntcgoricul lkc11surc of 
spcdul education tcuchcrs. Thnt is, rather 
1lm11 hnvc licenses or ccrtificnlions for cuch 
specific nrcn of disuhilily (lcaming disuhili• 
tics, mcntul rc1nrd111ion, physicul dis.ibilitics), 
the stntc combines scwrul dlsuhility cu1c­
gorlcs in10 one certlfkutc, such ui; 
"mil<l/modcrutc disabilillcs." 

However, the <lehntc is for from over. 
Questions abound as 10 whether or not one 

I ypc of lil'CllSlll'C l>ctll.'r llll'CIS Ilic IJCl'lh, of 
~llldcnts with di~ubilhies, how the catcgoric1, 
shollld he broken down, uncl which lil'CIIM.' 
will l>esl prepare spcd11l edul.'ntion tcudwrs to 
1c11d1 in today\ clnssrooms. 

The issue is one thut deserves serious 
com.idcrntion by spc,·iul cduc111ion 1c11chcrs, 
sd11ml systems, und stu1cs/pro11in<:cs. The 
license u spec in I education teacher curns 1101 
only uffccts the quality of cdllcntion stu• 
dents with disubililics will receive 1111d the 
type of studcnls u tcncher will work with -
or is prepared to work wilh -- it will also 
imp111:1 the tcnchcr's c111ploy11bili1y. 

Sd10ol districts 1111d slntcs need to look 111 
license type us they ussess the needs of their 
spc<:inl cduc111ion populn1io11, funding mid 
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What Does CEC's Proposed 
Governance Restructuring Mean to You? 

A~ the CEC Annuul Con.venti~n ~ Expo 
tn Vancouver, B.C., 1h1:; April, CEC 

will decide whether or not 10 change its l'\IT· 

rent governance structure. While this sub­
ject may seem far removed from the general 
membership, in fact, it is nol. Under the 
proposed restructuring, CEC will he nble 10 

heller meet the needs of its memhcrs both 
professionally und within the organizntion. 
The proposed governance struclurc enables 
CEC to lcnm und use member input when 
advocating for federul policy nnd local leg• 
islation, involve members when developing 
CEC positions, and give members a direct 
vote for their leadership. 

To help you heller understand the re­
structuring nnd how it will work. CEC Pres• 
idl'nl Bill Bogdan and Chair of the Govcm-
111cn1al Relations Committee Pum Gille! de­
veloped the following questions and an­
swers on the restructuring. 

Why does CEC feel it llt>t•tlf to cha11~£' its 
govenumce stmcture? 
To mainlnin and strengthen ils position as 
the leading associntioll on spcdnl l'ducntion, 
CEC needs to be nblc to respond quickl)1 to 
issues in the field. Ollr current governance 

Ccmtinurs 011 r>,igr CJ 
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resources, und nbillty 10 u11rnc1 hltihly 
quuliflcd tcuchriri;, 

11Thc l!isuc of rnulllculcgorlcul vcr• 
liUS caleKorlcul certllicutlon 111 one lhat 
d1.H;crves 1,erloui; i;tudy," 1n1ld Nuncy D. 
Safer, CEC'!i exc:c111ivc dlrcclor. 

The Trend toward Muttlcategorlcat 
Certification 

J' Currently, lllorc thun 45 fitales have 
some form of mul1ic111cgorlc11I frnmc­
work 10 crcdcntlul spcclul cducn1Jon 
tcuchcri;, according lo the NASD11'C 
Manual, l9Y8-/999, from the Nutlonnl 
Alisociullon of Stnlc Dlrcclors of 
Teuchcr Educution und Certlficulion. 
However, some tilnte!i continue 10 offer 
cutcgorlcnl llccmmrcs us well, For cx­
nmple, Virginia hus cutegorlcul Ileen• 
sure for leurnlng difmbllltles, mcnlnl 
n:tnrdr.ttlon, ernotlo11ully dlsturbcd, 
hearing impulred, nnd vlsunlly Im• 
pnlred, as well us one lkcnsc for "se• 
vcrely/profoundly dlrnblcd" thol com• 
blnes sevcrul dhrnblllty cutcgorles, 

While the license titles and the cute• 
gorles of 1audents included in the rnul• 
tlcategorlcnl frurneworks differ, the 
trend has been townrd two rnujor li­
censing categories: special education 
teachers of students with mlldtrnoder­
ale disabilities and spcclnl educntion 
teachers of students of severe/pro• 
found disabilities, 

The Pros 
While special education experts pre• 
sent many arguments favoring multi­
catcgoricul llcensure, pcrhups the most 
compelling Is that the majority of spe­
cial education teachers now work in 
settings that Include students with a 
vuricty of dlsubllltles. lndecd, finding 
a class of students who have just one 
disability type is rare, 

"The reality is we are working with 
many more diverse kid.,;," said Doug 
Cheney, professor ut the University of 
Washington and member of CBC 
Chapter #28. "When you look al spe­
cial education case loads, one teacher 
might have students with several dif • 
ferent di sabill ties. 11 

Some special educators also argue 
that looking 111 students with dlsablli• 
ties through a mutlicategoricl\l lens al-

lnw11 tem:hcrs 10 f<x.•ui; on whut cuch 
child needli rulhcr thun on his or her 
dh,ublllly. M11slit1chuse1ts is one ~1111c 
thut pluces studentli in spcdul cducu• 
tlon hutied on lhc umount of services 
they need rnthcr than their dl!mbility. In 
these i;ltuu1io11!i, whure clusscs mu)' 
hnvc s1udent11 wilh lcurning disublll• 
lies, commw11k111lon dh;ordcrs, und 
mcntul rctnrdution, teachcri,; busc their 
instructionul !ilrntcgios on cuch child's 
intllvlduul needs. Plus, the multicatc• 
goricul upprouc:h hus the 11Jded benefit 
of doing uwuy with lubcls, UCl'ordln~ 
to J>uul Zinni, Title I director for 
T1111nton, Muss., professor ut Bridge• 
wutcr Stnte College, unu member of 
CEC Chuptcr # 143, 

"The child's disnhility ,·utcgory is 
not the issue," uddccl Kuchclle Bruno, 
professor 111 Northern Kenlllcky Uni• 
vcrsity and member of CEC Chuptcr 
#174, "The issue is, 'Does the child 
llllCd to be in u pull-out or resource 
program where everyone ls working 
on lnngungc nrts?' It doesn'I mutter 
whut the child's cutcgoricnl lube I is," 

In nddillon, muny spcclul educutors 
ugree lhut multicutegork11l liccnsurc 
works because specinl educution teuch­
crs use the sume or similar techniques 
when teaching students with mild to 
moderate disabilities (most often, stu• 
dents with Jeumlng disubilities, mcntul 
returdatlon, and emotlonal/behuvlorul 
problems), In a survey reported in 
Teacher Education and Special Educ,,. 
rim 1, \I J 2, 11 I, a majority of special edu­
cution teuchcrs, special education coor• 
dlnutors, superintc.nclents, und und 
teacher educators suld that teachers usu­
ally use the same methods with these 
groups of students. A 11 four groups fur­
ther agreed that the churucteristics of 
students with mild learning disabilities, 
mild emotional disturbance, nnc.l cducn• 
ble mental retardation overlap. 

Teachers who have multicategorical 
licensure nlso arc often seen as an asset 
10 school districts, Those tenchcrs who 
have a foundation in many types of 
disnbilitles con teach students with 
various disabilities, as well as serve in 
classes that serve students with differ• 
ning special needs. They can also talk 
to an IEP team about nil the different 

umts in whh:h II child Jilli)' JWcd 11cr• 
vice& und pull together go11l11 und uh, 
jcl·tivc:li for the child,"")~ Chene). 
These fm:tors ul110 inncasc 11 ~pcd.il 
cducntion teacher's c111ployahilit)'· 

The Cons 
Though the field of spcdol cdur1111011 
11111y be turning to 111ultk11tcgorii:ul Ii• 
<:ensure, many i;pcciul cdwcuton, fcilr 
the !rend rnuy prevent i.111dcnts with 
disubllitics from receiving 11ppropri111c 
ed111.·111ionul instniction, While 11pcdul 
educulion tcuchcn, who gmduntc with 
a11111ltk111cgoricul liccni.c lmvc II brcudth 
of knowledge ubout disnbilltics, they 
often do not huvc lhc depth the)' need 
for 110111e c11tegorics, snys Clwrwy. For 
exumple, spcclul education tcnchcn, 
working with studcrtt!i wi1h cmotionul 
disturbnncc should know u number of 
competencies in social und crnotionnl 
development, us well us knowledge of 
counseling, crisis intervention, physi­
cal/aggressive bchnvlor, und intcrngency 
coorc.linution - many of which would 
not he covered in multkutegoricul liccn• 
sure progrnms, ht! explnincc.1, 

Other speciul cducaiors contend 
thul It is impossible for one individuul 
to lcurn all he or she needs to know 
nbout any purticulur disuhlli1y in u 4.5 
year multlcategoricc.11 program. 

"How can a teacher be truined 10 
teach all the dlff ercnt dlsublllties and un­
derstand them?" asked Onie Nuquin, 
project director at the University of New 
Orleans and Louisiunu CEC Fedcrution 
president. "'D1ey don't do thnt in the 
medical field, Special education teach­
ers arc gcncrnlists nnd we huvc no spe­
cialists," 

Some spccinl cducutors further 
argue thut embracing rnulticatcgoricnl 
liccnsure is a step backwards at a time 
when knowledge of the various dis• 
abilities and instructional strategics is 
exploding, New research is refining 
what we know about each disnbility 
category, dispensing a plethora of 
knowledge about which instructional 
techniques are most effective for pu.rtiru• 
lnr disabilities, and providing guidance 
as to methodologies for reading, writing, 

Co111l11utJ on l"'R" 15 
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und 11111th lnstruclion. llowcvcr, mud1 of 
thl8 knowlcdNC is lost in II multil.:utcgod• 
cul lkcnsurc progrnrn, where cour!>Cs 
provide only II foum.lution of knowledge 
uhout particul11r dis11billtic1,, 

"We arc entering a I imc when the 
tMd Ii-. becoming lc11s i;pccilic und spe• 
ci111izcd when other professions urc flnd· 
ing the need to develop subspcdulth.is 
hccuuw of the explosion of knowledge," 
suit.I Wllllum Hculcy, profoi,;1,or ut lh(.' 
University of Ncvudn, Lus Ycgus und 
member of CFC Clmpter #406. 

'l11e problem is further cx11ccrh111cd 
by the foci that slulcs lhut offer only 
multlcute~oricul lh:cnsurc muy crcute 
voids In spcclul cum:ntion knowledge 
und Instruction, In tt1c best sccnurio, 
multl<:ntcgoricully licensed lcnchcrs cun 
turn lo u specl11lis1 if lhcy need ussis• 
luncc dealing with II pnrticulur type of 
dhmblllty. However, if tcuchcr cducutlon 
schools are not prcpuring i11dlvidu11lli us 
experts In sf)l!cifk disubllily culegories, 
schools - und tcuchers - hnve no one 
who can help should lhc need t1rise, uc­
cordlng to Cheney, Even In stutcs that 
offer both culegorlcul und multiculcgori• 
cal llcensure, the 11v11ilnblllty of u spc• 
clullst in u disnbllily cut~gory oflen de• 
pends on n school district's wen Ith, 

Mulllcutcgorlcul llcensurc cun fur­
ther ham1 cducntlonal quality because It 
promotes placing inexperienced teach­
ers In difficult teaching situations, ac­
cording to Healey, 

11'hcy (schools) tnke teachers who 
complete the special education genemllst 
program ttnd have the least experience 
and place them in a resource room with 
the highest number of vnrious disnblli· 
ties," Henley added. 'That's where we 
need teachers with the most knowledge, 
This needs to be turned around," 

Special educators also fuult the 
movement townrd multicutegoricul li­
censurc, because it overlooks certain 
categories of disabilities. For example, 
emotional disturbance, lenming dis• 
ability. mental retardation, and speech 
disorders are often categorized us mild 
disabilities, Not only does this np• 
preach Ignore the fact that students cun 
have severe emotional disturbance, n 
severe leamlng disnbilily. or severe 

!ipcccl1 dltwrdcrs, ii ubo foilti lo pre­
pure lcuchcrs to work with students 
who huvc licvc1~ disubilitic.~ in thc,c 
urcu.~, 111.·conJi11~ to Jlculcy, 

Another IIT!?lllllClll uguinst mullk11l• 
c~oricul lkcnsure is thut it ullows cdu­
cntors to uvoid looking for the c1111sc of 
11 studenl','i lJi,rnhility, i11for111ution lhut 
is criticul to pro\·iding appropriutc cdu­
cutiunul instruction. 

Other Considerations 
Even those who fuvor multh .. ·ntl'Voric.il 
lkcnsurc rcco111111cncl some 1.:hanges to 
belier 111cc1 lhe needs of sllldcnts with 
disuhililics. Th1:y urc: 
• Include the ngc of the sllldcnt in cut• 
ligorlcs, us Ille dcwlnpmcnlnl, Clllll· 

tlnnul, und social needs of u child in 
pre-school or clcrnc11tury school differ 
vustly from those i11 middle or high 
school. 
• Brcuk disuhility cutcgorics into mild, 
111odcrntc, 11nd severe, 
• lncludl! more <..'nurses in each cute­
gory in speciul cducutirm 1eud1er 111ul-
1icutegorlcul progrnms, 
• Teuchcrs who receive II nrnlticulc• 
gorkul licensurc should rculize this is 
only u foumlntion. They will need tn 
guln uddltionul expertise in specific 
dlsubility cutcgorlcs to serve the chil­
dren they teach, 

What Is CEC Doing? 
To respond to the movement towur<l 
multlcntcgorfoul licensurc, CEC re• 
cently udded u mul1icu1egoricul frame­
work to its knowledge and skills stun• 
durds. CEC developed the new frame• 
work using its ulreudy vulidutcd knowl­
edge und sklll stundards usu foundation. 
This frumework nssurcs thnt sp!.!clal cd• 
ucation teachers have been tnughl the 
skills they need to work with their slu­
<lcnts, regardless of the type of special 
education program th~y !!ruduute from. 

In addilion, CEC's new framework 
hus nttructcd the 111tcn1ion of states thut 
arc revising their licensing stundards. 

To obtt1in u copy of What E11ery Spt'· 
clal Educ(IJor Need.i In Know: The /11• 
tenwtimwl Stmulcmlsfor tire l'rep,m1• 
tfon w1d Ctrtiflcmimt of S11erial t.auca, · 
t/011 Tt!Clchers, call 888/CEC-SPED, • 

Governance, /r11m ''"'' IJ 
tiunal, ctllnk 11ml 111ul1il:ult11rnl, und di• 
vi~ion nwmhcn;, 

Nominations 

mu //lt'n' lw '' "110111ilu11ion~fm111 tlw 
j/oor" 1nvn•.,·s? 
CEC l.'urrcnll~ follow~ u "petition~" 
proi:css thnl will remain in cffrtl under 
tlw new ~ovcrnam:c strul.'turc. 

I low cw, ,1·11>:R,1stions j,,,. cwulidates 
JJ,1 .1uh111i11ed to tJw N<,mimui,111s 
G Jllllllillt'l'? 

The list of v11r11111:ies for the BOD posi• 
lions of prcsidcnl elect Dr mcmhcn,•ul• 
!urge will ttppcur in the Scptcmhcr or 
October edition of one of CEC's puhli• 
l'Utlons, us well us the 1111111c und 111.J, 

dress of the Norninutions Com111i11cc 
Chulr und the dcudlinc for submission. 
Units und indlviduul members tllll)' 
suggest c1111did111cs to the Nominutions 
Comrnillee, In uddilion, Nominutions 
Co111111it1ee members will 11ctively scck 
oul in<lividuuls 10 become ct11Hlidale!I, 

Electlons 

/-low will CEC memhe1:\· ~et /0 knoll' 
the camlidutes 1w111i11g for ojJh•: 
A multifucctcd uppronch will be used 
to publicize the candidates for the CEC 
elections. The upprouch rnuy include 
rmbtishlng nominees' biogruphkul ln• 
formation in CEC publications, on 
CEC's Web pugc, und through various 
candidate forums, During the RA nt 
the CEC Annual Convention & Expo, 
candidates will present carnpuign 
spcechc.~. Cundidutcs' biogrur,hicul in· 
formation ulso will he uvuilnblc ut the 
convenlion. 

Who is eli>:ibft., tv \'Ott•? 
Eligible voling members lnl'ludc rcgll• 
Jar, student, life, retired rcgulur, retired 
life, und intcrnntionul members who 
huve paid their membership dues. 

F11r1h1•r infomuJlimt rt'l,!t1rtli111,! 1Ji,, CHC 
govt•m,mct' rtstmc111ri11g, i11d11di11.~ ad· 
clitimwl Q & A'.\' wlll ht• m•allahlt• on fltc• 

CEC ~,1, site, ww1cc,•,-..rp,•d, or14. I 
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TESTl1\1ONY ON HD 1465 
HOUSE EDLICATJON c~ITT1TEF. 

Januar~· 29, 2001 
Ucpurtment of Public Instruction 

Madam Chairman and members of the con1111ittee: 

My name is Bob Rutten and I am the Director of Spcdal Education fc>r the 

Department of Public Instruction, I can be reached at 328-2277. 

In its current language the Department is unable lo support HB l 465 calling 

for a noncategorical special education credentiaL The Department is painfully 

aware of the challenges of trying to recruit and retain special educators for all of 

the schools in our state, especially for those schools in rural and remote areas. r or 

the past year I've been a n1ember of the Quality Schools for the 21 st Century 

Con1mittee chn'ired by former Lt. Governor, Rosemarie Myrdal. Throughout the 

deliberations of this group representative of educators across the state the unifying 

principle that kept us working was a co1nn1itment to quality education for the 

students of North Dakota. A distinguishing characteristic of the committee was the 

recognition that "just good enough" isn't good enough, My greatest concern with 

HB 1465 is that quality of educational services wi 11 be sacrificed as a result of a 

quick fix for a more systen1ic problem. 

For students with disabilities, their parents, the school personnel who serve 

them, and policymakers I wish that Hone size fits all" in teacher preparation would 

really work. Son1eday we may enjoy that dream. However, a bedrock premise of 

special education is that each student with a disability is a unique ]earner with 

unique needs. As such, they require educators who tnily understand the unique 

characteristics of the disabiJity that each student has. As a person who devoted 



over 20 yc.mrs to the education of children who urc dcnC I can guarantee you that I 

sti 11 don't hu v~ u complete understanding of that single! disability category. l 

certainly never truly learned all thnt I felt I needed to know in order to he the best 

tcuchcr 1 could possibly be for the students I served. 

For properly prepared educators the truth is thut most meas of' special 

cdu<.:ution require highly specialized teacher training prograrns. The nc~cssary 

skiJls for teachers of students ,vho arc deaf ure very di ffcrcnl from those teachers 

who work with students who arc blind, One must be proficient in auditory 

training, linguistics, lipreading, und sign language, The other must br skilled in 

Braille instruction and orientation and mobility training for students with visual 

hnpairments. The training 1:1 articulation and phonetics for a speech-language 

pathologist is substantiu11y different from n t~uchcr who \vorks with students 

whose primary disability is emotional disturbance. The coursework required to be 

a skillful ear)y childhood special education teacher is considerably different from 

the coursework for a teacher who works with high school students who have 

specific Jcan1ing disabilities. The skills necessary to appropriately educate 

children with these very different disabiJ ities require more training for teachers 

than a passing glance at the various disabilities in an undergraduate survey class. 

The Department of Public Instruction facilitates a comn1ittee specificall)' 

focused on a comprehensive system of personnel development (CSPD). This 

conunittee is inc)usi ve of parents, genera] and special educators and 

administrators, university professors, and state agency representatives. When the 

state CSPD committee becan1e aware of the intent of HB 1465 it chose to 

communicate to the Department its reservations regarding a noncategorical special 

education credential. In addition to the concerns I have previously expressed, the 

CSPD committee pointed out that this proposed credential would require 

additional classes and instruction by universities and would n1ake training longer 

2 



and more expensive for prospective teachers, thereby deterring them from entering 

the field. 

Despite the concerns with a single noncatcgorica] credential, however, the 

Department and the stutc Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

Advisory Com111ittec do support u nc,v proposed special education crcdcntiul that 

would make it possible for one special education teacher to work with students 

who have emotional disturbance. 1nentnl retardation, or a specific learning 

disability. Last summer the state IDEA Advisory Comn1ittcc moved to seek 

approva) for a course-based special education strategist credential. The mild 

and/or moderate disability categories of specific learning disubilities (SLD), 

en1otional disturbance and mental retardntion have some coursework in comn1011, 

such as: 

• Education of the exceptional chi Id; 

• Introduction and n1ethods of teaching for speci fie learning disabi Ii ties; 

• Con-ective reading; 

• Behavior 1nanagement; and 

• Educational psychology, 

A teacher who had the proposed Educational Strategist credential would be a 

very versatile and helpful en1ployee for a schoo] because of the increased range of 

students she/he could sen1e. At the present time, the University of North Dakota 

offers a graduate level teacher training program that incorporates coursework 

required to earn the educational strategist degree. It was anticipated that the 

Department would draft administrative rules to add the educational strategist 

credential soon after the Legislature adjourned. Over these past months, the 

department has been meeting with representatives from the Education Standards 

and Practices Board, North Dakota Education Association, and North Dakota 

Institutions of Higher Education to discuss implementation of the Educational 



• I 

Strategist credential. We nlso plan to meet with n:prcscntativl!s from the North 

Dakota Council of Educutional Leaders nnd the North Dukota School Bmll'ds 

Association soon. 

From the Depart1ncnt I s perspccti vc and from the signi n(:m,t input our offic<: 

has received from many persons deeply concerned about the education of stucl~11ts 

with disabilities in North Dakota, I nsk you to proceed cautiously with this bill and 

to give thoughtful consideration to the proposals put forward by our state advisory 

committees. 
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To: North Dakotan House Education Committee 
From: Faculty members from the three North Dakota institutions of higher education 

that prepare special educators • 
Lynn Chalmers and Steve Street I University of North Dakota 
Liz Steer and Joan Bonsness / Minot State University 
Becky Salveson and Ramona Kleln I University of Mary 

Re: Hguse Biil J1QA 
Date: 1~9/01 

The above listed faculty understand the o;fflculty and expense of preparing, recruiting, and retaining 
special education teachors under the categorical preparation and credentialing system currently used in 

the state of North Dakota: however we strongly disagree with the Intent of HB 1465. This bill proposes 
that a teacher with a noncategorloal credential would be able to serve all (or nearly all) special education 
students. The needs of students with the dlsabilltles llsted are so varied that no one teacher coutd serve 
those needs adequately no matter what level ot preparation he or she had 

11 one special education teacher were to teach students with all the disabilities listed 1n the bill , he or she 
would need to be competent In teaching students wtio have mild to severe disabilities in mt1ntal 
retardation, !earning disabilities and emotional disturbance. That teacher would alS0 ne1:1d to be prepmod 
In methods for teaching students with low vision. He/she would nel3d expertise in braille and mobility, in 
sign language or other alternative language systems, In all areas of speech and language dlsabi!ity, and tn 
all curricular and teaching strategies for students who are gifted and talented. In addition, this teacher 
would need to be able to serve students with physical dlsabllltles: he/she would need to know all aspects 
of this programming from wheelchair maintenance to asslstlve technology to tracheotomy care. And the 
teacher would need to have preparation In early childhood education. This is comparable to having a 
secondary education teacher teach every area of the secondary curriculum • from Latin to physical 
education to computer technology. This expectation ls unrealistic, and will not serve the children, the 
teachers, or the school districts. 

Under the current licensing and acctedltatlon standards, In order to be adequately prepared, a UNO 
student would need the following to meet the intent of HB 1465 (these are minimum estimates): 

• Two bachelors degrees (general education and communication dloorders) • 6 years 
- Graduate coursework In LO, ED, MR • approx 1112 years 
- Graduate coursework In vision -~ 
- Master's degree In Speech / Language Pathology - 2 years 
- Graduate coursework In Gifted and Talented -~ 
- Graduate coursework In Early Childhood Special Education • u.e..ru: 
Total• 12+ years at UND. Then the student would have to transfer to Moorhead State University 

to complete courses of study In severe multiple disabilities and deaf education 

We conclude with this analogy, In many cases it Is appropriate to visit a general practitioner to get our 
medical needs met, but In cases of special need , we want a medical specialist. It would be dangerous to 
expect a doctor to serve as a cardiologist for a person with a severe heart condition from 8:00 to 9:00, then 
to serve as a podiatrist for a person with circulatory failure due to diabetes from 9:0o to 1 o:oo, from 11 :oo 
to noon, the doctor might serve as a obstetrician and oversee a complicated dellvery, and so goes the 
doctor's day. In medicine, we expect specialized preparation and service delivery . In education, we 
need to expect the same, based upon the needs of our consumers• children and families. HB 1465 
would compromise this preparation and service delivery. 

Thank you for attending to our testimony. 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
REGARDING HB 1~6 

JANUARY 29, 200 , 

Chairman Kelsch and Members of the Committee: 

My name Is Ca , I am a regional parent coordinator for the ND 
Federation Of Famllles For Chll ren's Mental Health. I am also the parent of two 
children who are receiving special education. 

I am here to testify In opposition to House BIii No. 1465. The Federation Of 
Families Is concerned that our children have educators who have the appropriate 
qualifications to meet children's unique learning needs. Each one of these special 
education categories requires an extensive amount of training and experience to meet 
the needs of the students. We wonder how one special educator will be able to have 
the knowledge to serve all of the chltdren In these various categories. We are talking 
about quite a wide range of needs. It Is hard for us to believe that a special educator 
with a credential ln blindness and visual impairment would then be able to transfer 
those skills to work with a child with an emotional disorder anci still meet that child's 
needs. Where Is t~e training and the experience? 

We have seen plans that would train spec/al education teachers to work with 
students who have moderate dlsabllltles In mental retardation, emotional disorders 
and learning disabilities. These teachers would have a generatlst credential. This Is 
something we could support because teachers are trained and It is looking at the 
needs of the students. If the students had more significant needs the specialists are 
still available to meet their needs. 

We need qualified teachers in the area of special education. Children only 
have access to education when teachers really understand their unique !earning 
needs. We should always keep the needs of the chlldreI1 as a priority. 

Thank you for your time. 

Carlotta McCleary 
ND Federation Of Famlltes 
PO Box 3061 
Bismarck, ND 58502 

I 
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Bismarck, ND 58505 .. 0080 
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"Assuring highly quallfled professional educators for North Dakota st,u/ellls" 

Testimony on HB 1465 
By 

Janet Welk 
Jnnuniy 29, 200 I 

Good morning, Madam Chnir and Members of the House Education Committee, For the 

record, I nm Janet Welk, Executive Director of the F.ducntion Standard:; and Prnctices Board and 

would like to testify in opposition of HB 1465. 

As you are aware, North Dakota is a major/minor state and the special education credrntials 

comply with that law. Presently, we offer licenses in mental retardation and early childhood special 

education. The other special education ureas are covered under the Department of Public 

Instruction's credentials. When an applicant receives a license in mental retardation, this means that 

person has completed a minimum of 30 semester hours of mental retardation courseworki has 

completed the necessary student teaching and has a minimum of 2.50 grade point average. As the 

special educator completes additional coursework in other fields of special education, they receive 

other credentials. At the present time in North Dakota, we only have approved programs in the 

categorical areas of special education. We do not have any noncategorical teacher education 

programs. This bill would mean new teacher education programs. 

If this bill is passed, it will drastically lower the standards for North Dakota students. Rural 

North Dakota students deserve the same quality of education as all other students. When we lower 

or water down the standards for the credential, we affect students for the rest of their lives. 



In 19831 my oldest son wus completing the second grade in Grafton. His teacher, Mrs 

Lorenzen asked for n parent teacher meeting and told us thnt Dominik could not read and folt he 

should be usscssed by the Grufto11 speech pathologist. Dominik ut that time went through extensive 

special educution testing. He wns Jutcr diagnosed with ~cntral auditory dysfunction. He repeated 

the second grade. leurned to read, grnduoted from Bismarck High School, spent three years active 

duty in the Navy, grnduatcd from Ridgewnter College, is presently nn insurance claims adjuster for 

American Family mnJ.ing $33,000 a ycur in Minnesota. In my biased opinion ns his mother, n 

happy ending to n very truumatic couple of weeks in 1983. Because Dominik had the opportunity 

to be assessed by the necessary specialists, he is n different person today. If Dominik would not 

have b<Jen properly diagnosed, nll research shows, he could hnve easily become n behavior problem, 

socially promoted, probably drop out of school, later in trouble with the court system, nnd not the 

tnx paying citizen he is today. 

All of our students in North Dnkota deserve the snme quality educational system that 

previous students have had. They deserve the bright futures and hnppy ending. I would be happy to 

answer any questions at this time. 
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TESTIMONY ON HB 1465 
SENATE EDUCATION COM1\1ITTEE 

J\1arch 14, 2001 
Department of Public Instruction 

Mister Chairman and members of the con1n1ittee: 

My name is Bob Rutten and 1 am the Director of Special Education for the 

Department of Public Instruction. 1 can be reached nt 328~2277, 1 am here to speak 

in favor of Engrossed House Bill No. 1465. This bill would create a ne,v special 

education credential. 

This bill con1es to your co1nmittce after the House Education Committee 

n1adr significant revisions. The original bill wus not sponsored or supported by the 

Department of Public Jnstruction. The original bill required the superintendent of 

public instruction to implen1ent a credential that would have allowed a teacher to 

provide special education in multiple disability categories including mental 

retardation, emotional disturbance, learning disabilities, deafi1ess or hearing 

in1pain11ent, blindness or visual in1pairment, physical disability, severe multiple 

disabilities, speechw)anguage pathology, and early childhood special education. l t 

would also have allowed the san1e teacher to provide special education services to 

students who are gifted and talented. 

In the Departn1ent's odginal testimony on this bill, concern was voiced 

about this "one size fits all" approach to teacher preparation, A bedrock pre111ise of 

special education is that each student with a disability ls a unique learner with 

unique needs, As such, they require educators who truly understand the unique 

characteristics of the disability that each student has. For properly prepared 

educators, the fact is that most areas of special education require highly 



specialized teacher training programs. 

Despite the Depart1nent 's concerns with a single noncategorical credentiul, 

for several years we have been working towards the development of a new cross­

categorical credential that we discussed with the House Education Con1mittec. 

This credential is known as a special education strategist credential, c.111d is the 

focus of the significantly altered bill that is before you this morning. The House 

Education Con1n1ittcc gave us much encouragement for this new credential and 

n1ade it possible for amended l-1B 1465 to proceed so successfully in the House of 

Representatives. 

Our office receives guidance from the North Dakota Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Advisory Co1nn1ittec. This stakeholder group 

consists of parents of children with disabilities, special education administrators 

and special education teachers, general education administrators and general 

education teachers, persons with disabilities, and personnel from several state 

agencies. Last sum111er the state IDEA Advisory Con11nittee moved to seek 

approval for a course-based special education strategist credential. This credential 

would n1ake it possible for one special education teacher to work with students 

who have en1otional disturbance, mental retardation, or a specific learning 
' 

disability. The n1i]d and/or 1noderate disability categories of speci fie learning 

disability (SLD), e1notional disturbance (ED) and 111ental retardation (MR) have 

son1e coursework in corrunon, such as: 

• Education of the exceptional child; 

• Methods of teaching for specific learning disabilities; 

• Assessn1ent; 

• Behavior n1anagen1ent; and 

• Developn1enta] psychnlogy, 
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A teacher who had the proposed special education strategist credential 

would be o very versatile and helpful employee for a school bccaut;e of the 

increased range of students she/he could serve. 1 f this credential becomes an 

option, teachers completing the requirements would be particularly employable 

and valu(~d by the rural and smaller schools of our state. The special education 

strategist credential would lessen the trnvcl time for many itinerant teachers. If 

teachers are only trained in one: urea of special education, they often have to trnvcl 

to several sn1all schools to teach small numbers of students. At the present time.\ 

the University of North Dakotu has in place a teacher-training program that would 

include the coursework required to earn the special education strategist credential. 

You will note that the cnurosscd bill contnins several amendments. The 
" 

amendments requested by the Department of Public Instruction with the assistance 

or Senator Christenson would accomplish three things: 

1. Make it clear that the special education strategist is NOT a tnandatory 

creclenti,tl, only an option for those teachers wishing to pursue it; 

2. Make the terminology for spec(flc learning disabilities consistent 

within the North Dakota Century Code; and 

3. Allow the Department of Public Instruction to issue credentials in 

n1cnta? r·ctardation to those teachers who meet all other teacher 

1icensure requfren1ents and who successfully complete coursework 

that qualifies them to teach students who are identified as having 

n,ental retardation. 

Fron, the Department's perspective and from the significant input our offlce 

has received from many persons deeply concerned about the education of students 

with disabi1ities in North Dakota, passage of this bill would be a very positive 

step. 



Testimony 
Presented by Representative Rodney Froelich 

March 14, 2001 

Mr. Chairman and Committee Members: 

My name is Rod Froelich. I represent District 35. 

House Bill 1465 deals specifically with Special Education Needs. 1 am not an 

expert in this field, and there are others here with much more knowledge than (. 

Some people wi1J testify that this bill Jowers our state's requiretnents. I would 

disagree. The requirements we have today are 1·estricting both the schools and 

students. We have many small and large schools that can not meet those 

requirements because of limited resources and lack of specialized staff. 

Mr. Chairman and Committee Members, I firmly believe all children are special. 

If you have questions, I would defer them to those following, who have greater 

knowledge than I. 
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TESTIMONIAL ON HOUSE BILL 1465 

PREPARED BY KATHRYN FROELICH 

March 14, 200 I 

My name is Kathy Froelich, I nm a faculty member at Sitting Bull College 011 the 
Standing Rock Reservation. I received both my undergraduate and graduate degrees from the 
University of North Dakota, I have 15 years of leaching experience at the elementary level and 
seven years of experience at the Higher Education level. As the Education Department Chair and 
the current project director for an Office of Special Education Personnel Preparation grant, I have 
had the opportunity to meet with colleagues nation wide; learn about the newest educational 
research and demonstrated practices as they relate to students with disabilitics;und bccornc 
current on education and special education policy, I am currently participating in a study group 
which brings together researchers from minority institutions to develop a collaborative 
comprchem;ive research agenda for culturally anc.l linguistically diverse students with disnbilitics, 

For the past seven years Sitting Bull College has offered a four year double major 
Elementary/Special Education degree und endorsement program through an articulation 
agreement with a South Dakota U11ivcrsity, Our students graduate with a 1-8 certification in 
elementary education and u K-12 certification in Special Ec.lucution, In addition to the 
methodology courses and special education courses they must complete 15 weeks of student 
teaching in each area. Presently these student receive their ccrtificution from South Dakota, upon 
receiving their certiflcution they must then apply for North Dakota certification. In North Dakota 
they receive 1M8 elementary certification nnd receive certification in one Special Education nrca, 
EMR. 

1 am here today to testify to the need in our state to provide n non-categorical special 
education certification. As the recent article stntcs "should a special education tca,.:hcr specialize 
in a particular disability or should he or she serve as a gcnernlist, one who knows a little about u 
wide range of disabilties7 Due to the ever growing diversity present in most of our schools the 
trend seems to favor a "generalist" or non-categorical" Ii censure of special education teachers. 
For those fortunate school districts who's budgets allow for additional specialists in each area the 
categorical licensure is an option. But for the nrnny rural schools who's budget arc nlrcudy 
stretched by funding pressures it is a hardship. Many of our rural schools must then coopcrntc 
with other schools in the district and hire one person who holds the necessary credentials. This 
person must trnvel many miles to prepare educational plans for students and use pnraprofcssionnl 
staff to follow the individual education plans made for each student. With the nonkcategoricnl 
certification teachers could hold a credential that would enable them to work with several types 
of disabillties with i11 their schools. 

Currently more than 45 states have some form of multlcategorical framework. This trend 
is an indication of the movement to less labeHng of students and the need to train all of our 
teachers to be able to work with all types of students. Rarely docs one student have only on~ type 
of disability therefore it boils down to trainlng all of our teachers to possess the strategies that 
work with all students. IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) reform require that 
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we move toward a more inclusive learning environment, therefore we need to be able to attract 
teachers to our schools that possess many types of knowledge. 

Teachers transferring to ND who hold special education credentials from other states arc 
required to take additional course work in order to fulfill the categorical requirements. In a state 
where 4 7% of our new graduates leave the state, where in our rural schools 80% of our teachers 
commute, where sah1rics arc the lowest in the nation we need to assess how well we urc meeting 
the needs of our children. 

Last year ut the Office of Special Education Personnel Preparation Confcrc11cc in 
Washington DC, Dr. Corrigan of the University of Texas emphasized ''the need for rcgulnr 
education to become more special and special cducution to become more regular". He also staled 
that while we arc stressing school reform across the nation we muHt not forget that reform in 011,; 

purt of the system without reform in the other will foil. 

Our students at SBC lrnve bl 1h the regular education training along side the sp~cial 
educution training. I feel confident that they will be advocates for all of their students, teachers 
and parents. For too long regular education teachers have blamed special education for lack of 
assistance and special education teachers have blamed regular education teachers for lack of 
training. 


