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Minutes;

clson, Rep. Brekke, Rep. DeKrey, Rep, Drovdal,
:p. Galvin, Rep. Keiser, Rep, Klein, Rep, Nottestad, Rep. Porter, Rep, Weiler, Rep, Hans
Rep, Kelsh, Rep. Rep, Wiarich,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: I will call the committee Lack to order and open the hearing on HCR
3026.

Rep, Mary Ekstrom - Dist, 113 (See written testimony).

Chairman Rennerfeldt: On line 13, you have Minot, Grand Forks and Minot listed?
Ekstrom: The primary reason for that is those are prime load centers, We felt that focusing on
where the large load centers and prime sites were would be looked at first,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: | was just wondering why Williston wasn’t in there.

Ekstrom: Williston is a prime site and we have had folks out there looking at it,
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Rep. Wetler: Line 14, class § wind resources, is that the highest?

Likstrom: Actually there ure class 0 sites also,

Rep Weiler: Is 6 the highest?

Lkstrony Yes, it is,

Chuirman Rennerfeldt: What part of the state has the highest level?

Rep, Kelsh: Somewhere around Lidgeley.

Chairman Rennerfelds; Are there any guestions?

(Rep. Ekstrom passes around o map of the state wind classilications.)

Ekstrom: The reason the study is so essentinl, is the study was done a few years ago and we need
to find where those sites are. The other relationship you have to understand is not only the
potential for wind encrgy at that site, but also access to transmission lines.

Rep, Kleins How many are you thinking about putting together in one place?

Ekstrom: To give you an idea, the NSP site presently in Minnesota has 100 machines, The one
on the Pemina escarpiaent will be 75 machines at this point, A machine rated at 1.5 megawatts is
about 1.5 million dollars,

Vice Chair Nelson: Two of the problems [ see with wind encrgy development is certainly the

capacity of the transmission line and how that affects where the power is going and the other
issue I would like someone to explain is the pricing structure. How this power is purchased and
how that relates to existing power.

Ekstrom; First about the transmission. [t is a problem, we have started talking about it. It {s
something we have to address. There is more money from developers of wind energy that would

help us build these lines. Their problem is access to land and easements, Having to do with

pricing structure. 1 can tell you what the production cost is -- we are about at 4-1/2 cents per
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kilowatt hour for wind energy. 1tis still an expensive way 1o produce energy. However, (he price
is dropping. That is why we are seeing green pricing struetures. The Moorhead plant hid
subseribers buy into the green pricing stracture. 400 people came together and agreed to pay an
extra $5 per month for three years, That allowed that entity to build that strueture. There is u
consumer demand for green energy and that is one of the ways it is being manrketed.

Yige Chair Nelsons Do you have o time table - getting baek to the transmission capacity sitiation
in your meetings as to what is the time table for some steps that will move towirds a solution to
that problem?

Ekstroni: Those meetings are starting this month, We are looking at casements along the WAPA
lines, Underground lines would be cost prohibitive, We want to do this in partuership with the
coal fired industry because they have the same problems?

Rep, Nottestad: When you are talking about the use of public lands for these, what type of public
lands arc you talking about, ar¢ you talking about wind farms, or intermediate placement? I do
know this that Federal Wildlife wouldn’t consider as far as the water fowl deal.

Ekstrom: We have had discussion with the wildlife and CRP lands and | would rather Rep. Kelsh
answetr that questions, In terms of bird kill, which has always been the issue, The towers we are
now using are solid core towers, not the lattice ones, What they found that raptors will perch on
those lattice type towers and because you keep the land around those fairly cleared, you can
imagine what happens to the rodents, they raptors come down after their food source. Because
we have solid towers, we don’t have that perching ability. The new machines are very, very large
and the blades move very slowly, We are not finding it is a problem.,

Rep. Nottestad: Back to one thing you said, you talked about the different CRP ..,
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Ekstrom; I erms of public tand, Calitornginis Tooking tor stite fands as possible sites for foswers.
[ think it s something we have to Jook at T would rather see these on private fands because of the
wind vights, What we found is iCan owner would allow a developer to puta tower on s find, he
st has aeeess to farming or ranching on that lind. Inaddition he s Tooking at anywhere from
$2,000 10 $3,500 per year per machine fora 32 year period. Soin terms of putting o base under

our ag producers in our state, it has real benelits for those tolks.

Rep Pam Gulleson - Dist, 65; Fjust wanted to stop in and show my support for this study.

Harlan Fyglesten - NI Association of RECs; Two years ago this resolution was here and we

took no position on it. During the last couple of years we have seen tremendous growth ard
interest in wind energy. Many of our coops have cosponsored the meetings going on in respect to
wind energy. We are all learning about it. We in the cooperatives have invested about 90% of all
coal based energy in North Dakota, but we think wind energy will also have a place here in the
state, [ noticed just yesterday that Cass County Electric had an article about wind power in North
Dakota. [ just wanted the committce to know that some of our cooperatives are bring the option
of wind energy to their customers,

Rep. Keisers As you said, the industry is alveady studying the feasibility of this, what role does
the government have in this? What do you sce us adding to what you are alrcady doing?
Fuglesten: Certainly there has been a tremendous amount of interest, it is up to the committee to
determine whether or not there is a state role to play. I would think that maybe there are some
issues that the state would like to lend a hand or understand what is happening out there, We
know onc of the big problems we face in North Dakota as far as future energy development is the
fransmission line constraint, If the state wants a role in trying to deal with that issuc, it maybe

appropriate for the state to be a part of that.
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Chairomu Renoerfeldc At the present time itis not feasible beciuse of the cost. How far does it
iy e 1o come down (o beat the coal generated ¢nergy?

Fuglestens [don™t profess to be anexpert bat [ understand the costs have gone down substantiatly
in the last 10 years, The technology has improved, but wind energy does not stand now on the
same econontic footing as coul based generation, That is in fact due to our very efficient coal
based industry with very low costs, The other part of the equation is that no matter how efficient
wind energy may get, it still only operates when the wind blows, you need to have a
dispateh-able energy (o back it up. You still have to have the commitment to a firm base of
power.

Chainman Rennerfeldt: Wouldn'’t you eventually have to establish a reserve, or battery system,
where you could hold some of that power in reserve?

Fuglesten: That goes well beyond my understanding, As T understand right now, there is no way
to store that power,

Rep. Keiser; When they have been developing the costs of wind versus coal or hydro, have they
included in that cost of gencration, any kind of production taxes or revenues coming back to the
state?

Fuglesten; | am not quite sure that I can answer that,

Rep. Nottestad: You spoke about the REC’s being interested in going into wind energy. In what

way? Are they fooking at sclling green power like Moorhead did, or just going into it and
spreading the excess cost to all members? What way are you looking at.

Fuglesten: For example, in your arca, Minnkota Power Cooperative and one of their members are
involved in Integrity Wind Encrgy Program. Cass County Electric is interested in building their

own turbine. The purpose of that would be to make it available to consumers at the cost of the
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wind energy which is stilba premitm cost. So the idea would be stimilar to what is being done by
Moorhead Public Serviee which would be o premium cost and consumers ¢ould buy for exampl
i 100 kitowatt hours per month, I would not be spread out,

Chaioman Reonerfeldt: Any further questions of the committee? Anyone else care to testify in
favor,

Rep Kelshe I wasn't going to testity on this resolution, but T thought | would address some ol the
questions that came up. With regard to storage of electricity, there is no technology or
cconomically feasible way to store electricity, because we haven't had to. So whatever is
produced goes out on the tines and il it is used, that’s where it ends. There is some lechnology
for a spring type mechanism, but it is quite a lew years off. Regarding the cost production versus
coal, there are several fuctors - first of all wind energy is modular so if you put up one machine
you are bringing in a bunch of equipment and that increases the cost. I you are building a large
facility with several towers you are taking advantage of that crane to build several towers at once,
With regard to the needs of Fish and Wildlife and public lands, Mike Macinrow did make an
announcement that they will allow single turbines to be constructed on their casements within a
certain restriction, With that I would ask for your support of this resolution,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any other questions from the committee? Anyone else care to testify in

favor of this resolution? Anyone opposed? If not, I will close the hearing on HCR 3026,
COMMITTEE WORK
Rep, DeKrey: T'move a Do Pass.

Rep. Drovdal: 1 sccond,

Rep. Drovdal: Wind energy is something | have kept track of since the early eightics. It is

something I think would be good thing for us to get ready for it. I am disappointed in the fact that
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there wasn'ta balunced sponsorship, When ook al the sponsors on this, it is strictly a political
statement, Unfortunutely this is o really bad issue for someone 1o take o political statement on, [t
is 0 good tssue, and it's going to puss, but not because the Democrals sponsored it

Chairman Reonerfeld 1 have a probleny with it because they mentioned Minot, Crrand Forks,
Fargo and not anyone else. 1 wonder il that shoukl be amended out of there, I would offer that
amendment,

Rep. DeKrey: T withdraw my Do Pass,

Rep, Drovdal; Can 1 ask a question of Rep. Kelsh, Isn't everyone in North Dakota within 50

miles of'a Class 5 zone?
Rep. Kelsh: Yes, that is correct,
Rep. Drovdal: 1 withdraw nmy second.

. Rep, Wincich: 1 move we delete lines [3 and 14,

Rep. Klein: T second that.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: All in favor of the amendments signify by saying Aye. Opposed?

Amendment carries.

Rep. DeKrey: [ move a Do Pass as Amended.

Rep. Drovdal: T second that.

Chairman Rennerfeldt; Any further discussion? I not, all those in favor of HCR 3026 as

amended signify by saying Aye, Opposed?
MOTION FOR A DO PASS AS AMENDED
YES, 14 NO, 0

CARRIED BY REP. KELSH
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Minutes:

SENATOR FISCHER opened the hearing on HCR 3026,

REPRESENTATIVE MARY EKSTROM of District 11 cosponsor of HCR 3026 introduced the

RESOLUTION URGING THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS TO PROMOTE PRIVATE ACCESS

TO, PROVIDE OWNERSHIP OF, AND PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT ON LANDS I'T OWNS

AND MANAGES AROUND LAKE SAKAKAWEA, (Sce attached testimony). A map of the

Wind Vane was also presented (See attached),

SENATOR TRAYNOR asked about the technology advances of clectricity storage.

REPRESENTATIVE EKSTROM answered that of course electricity can not be stored but there

are developments like storage in compressed gasces,

SENATOR CHRISTMANN stated since North Dakota produces more power than the state needs

now and with the added wind generated power how would the power be exported.
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REPRESENTATIVE EKSTROM is mecting with imultiple developers to export the power
generated not only from the wind but the lignite industry also. The big problem is the aceess to

land for the towers.

SENATOR TOLLEFSON asked about the technotogy advances in wind energy.

REPRESENTATIVE EKSTROM stated many changes have been made. The towers are now
much higher with the blades similar to a DC10 airplanc and the cost production is 85% efficient
with a life span of the machines of 30 years.

SENATOR CHRISTMANN  complimented Rep. Ekstrom on how well prepared rescarch she

presented so much so as to why a study is needed.

REPRESENTATIVE EKSTROM stated that the public wheel needed to be studied, as what will
be the cconomic effect for the state in the long run. Lets do it right and protect the farmers and
ranchers,

REPRESENTATIVE PAM GULLESON of District 26 cosponsor of HCR 3026 testified about
the excitement of the wind energy concept. She supports the study because alot of questions need
to answered and with the interest of these companices to invest in the industry we need to protect
all the interests of the state.

ANDY MORK, of Mandan, ND testificd in support of HCR 3026. He stated several points as to
the abundant wind as a clean source of energy. The problem of course that wind doesi't blow all
of the time and the encrgy can't be stored. The back up of the hydro or coal burning energy
producing cannot be shut on and off with a switch,

DENVER ROSEBURY testified in support of HCR 3026. He stated that 43% of all power in

America could be produced in North Dakota, He gave several statistics of invest credit and other

humbers.
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‘I'here was no neutral or opposing testimony on HCR 30206.

SENATOR FISCHER_ closed the hearing on HCR 3026,

SENATOR KELSH made a motion fora "DO PASS" of HCR 3026.

SENATOR EVERY second the motion,

SENATOR FREBORG asked to hold over the vote because of some rescarch.,

SENATOR KELSH withdrew his motion.,

MARCH 22, 2001

SENATOR FISCHER  reopened the discussion on HCR 3026.

SENATOR CHRISTMANN_ reminded the Committee of the excellent preparation of the wind

energy issue compared to last session and feels there isn't much left to study.

SENATOR KELSH_ felt there were still some very important issucs lefl to study especially

concerning transmission of the energy.

SENATOR TRAYNOR_ stated that if the resolution is not passed we will be sending a bad

MCSSHEC,

SENATOR CHRISTMANN concern that the momentum for the wind energy development might

slack off if they rely on the legislature will take over because of the study.

SENATOR TRAYNOR made a motion for "IDO PASS on the Consent Calendar” of HCR 3026,

SENATOR EVERY sccond the motion.
SENATOR FISCHER  called for the roll vote of HCR 3026 indicating 7 YAYS, 0 NAYS, AND

0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING.
SENATOR KELSH will carry HCR 3026.
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HCR 3026 / WIND ENERGY STUDY RESOLUTION
February 15, 2001 / House Natural Resources Committee
Prepared by: Mary Ekstrom

Good Morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Natural Resources Committee. For the record
my name is Mary Ekstrom. | am a Representative for District 11 in Fargo.

What a difference a day makes. In this case it has actually been two yeas since [ stood before the
House Natural Resources Commiittee to discuss a Wind Energy Study Resolution,

In the past two years we have seen the release of a Request for Proposal from X-Cel Energy for a
wind farm at Cooperstown, We expect to hear shortly whether they have been successful, If
they are then a number of machines will be placed along the Pembina Escarpment, one of our

prime wind sites.

ND SEED was also formed in the last two years, This coalition of groups has held a series of
public forums around North Dakota to inform and educate our citizens about the benefits and
opportunitics of wind energy development.

As a board member of ND SEED (Sustainable Encrgy for Economic Development), 1 was
pleasantly surprised to see the attendance of 150 people last summer in Edgeley at a public
meeting. Just a few weeks ago, 500 people showed up for the Wind Energy Forum in Bismarck
that was sponsored by the Department of Energy, Senator Byron Dorgan, the Division of
Community Services, ND SEED, the Governor’s office, and EERC.

There are wind energy developers who are evaluating sites all around North Dakota. And the
REC’s are looking at “Green Pricing” plans for their customers,

The purpose of HCR 3026 is to study and provide leadership and direction for the future
development of wind energy in North Dakota, Wind energy is a partner with our traditional coal
fired generating plants. As partners, we face many of the same problems. Additional
transmission lines need to be built to transport electricity out of the state,

We also need to look at this new source of revenue for our farmers and ranchers and develop
guidelines for contracts for “wind rights” just as we have contract guidelines for mineral rights

presently.

The states surrounding North Dakota have already started this process. Minnesota, South
Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska and lowa are all far along in developing wind energy in their
respective states, Our advantage is that our wind energy potential is much greater, North Dakota
is number one in the nation in wind energy resources - Texas is number two.

You need only watch the current news of the energy crisis in California to understand what o
tremendous opportunity we lies before us. We passed House Bills 1221, 1222, and 1223 with
near unanimous support, These tax measures level the playing field with regard to wind energy

development,




. But there is more to be done, 1 believe the Legislative Council needs to study further the state’s
role in this new industry. We can address the challenge of transmission and its impact on our

state’s electric industry, We can assess the economic development impact of wind energy
development on our communities and our state. I respectfully request a DO PASS on this

resolution

I will try to answer any questions you may have.




HCR 3026 / WIND ENERGY STUDY RESOLUTION
March 9, 2001 / Senate Natural Resources Committee
Prepared by: Mary Ekstrom

Good Morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Natural Resources Committee. For the record
my name is Mary Ekstrom, | am a Representative for District 11 in Fargo,

What a difference a day makes. It has been two yeas since I stood before the House Natural
Resources Committee to discuss a Wind Energy Study Resolution.

In the past two years we have seen the release of a Request for Proposal from X-Cel Energy for a
wind farm at Cooperstown, We expect to hear shortly whether they have been successful, 1f
they are then a number of machines will be placed along the Pembina Escarpment, one of our

prime wind sites.

ND SEED was also formed in the last two years, This coalition of groups has held a series of
public forums around North Dakota to inform and educate our citizens about the benefits and

opportunities of wind energy development,

As a board member of ND SEED (Sustainable Energy for Economic Development), I was
pleasantly surprised to see the attendance of 150 people last summer in Edgeley at a public
meeting. Just a few weeks ago, 500 people showed up for the Wind Energy Forum in Bismarck
that was sponsored by the Department of Energy, Senator Byron Dorgan, the Division of
Community Services, ND SEED, the Governor’s office, and EERC,

There are wind energy developers who are evaluating sites all around North Dakota. And the
REC’s are looking at “Green Pricing” plans for their customers,

The purpose of HCR 3026 is to study and provide leadership and direction for the future
development of wind energy in North Dakota. Wind energy is a partner with our traditional coal
fiied generating plants, As partners, we face many of the same problems. Additional
transmission lines need to be built to transport electricity out of the state.

We also need to look at this new source of revenue for our farmers and ranchers and develop
guidelines for contracts for “wind rights” just as we have contract guidelines for mineral rights

presently,

The states surrounding North Dakota have already started this process, Minnesota, South
Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska and Iowa are all far along in developing wind energy in their
respective states, Our advantage is that our wind energy potential is much greater, North Dakota
is number one in the nation in wind energy resources - Texas is number two,

You need only watch the current news of the energy crisis in California to understand what a
tremendous opportunity we lles before us. We passed House Bills 1221, 1222, and 1223 with
near unanimous support. These tax measures level the playing field with regard to wind energy

development.




But there is more to be done. 1 believe the Legislative Council needs to study further the state’s
role in this new industry. We can address the challenge of transmission and its impact on our
state’s electric industry. We can assess the economic development impact of wind energy
development on our communities and our state. | respectfully request a DO PASS on this

resolution

1 will try to answer any questions you may have.
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to keep ND headed mto the wmd

Moorhead to bmld
2nd turbine

Already a local leader In utility-scale wind energy,
Moorhead Public Service Is now receiving national re¢.
ognition for the success of its wind energy program.
In less than four weeks, Moorhead Public Service signed
up an additional 400 customers to its Capture the
Wind(tm) program. Now over 7% of its customers
are getting some of their enetgy from the wind, the
highest wind energy participation rate of any munkl.

R ‘?A,

'www.ndseed.org

“No different than
a rock pile"

That's how Jack Delaney, a farmer In southwest-
etn Minnesots, describes what it's like larming
around the wind turbines in his fields. For the
[ast two years, Jack has been larming and lving
with four large wind (utbines.

The closest lurbine Is less than 1,000 leet
from his house,
but Jack says,

Wind bills pass House,

now face Senate scrutiny

The pro-wind enerqy legislation that SEED supports
now moves to the Senate after receving nearly
unanimous support in the House.

On Wednesday, March 144, HB (House Bill)
1221, HB 1222, and HB 1223 will b Introduced In
the Senate Finance and Taxation Commitiee, Show.
Ing support for the bills In commiitee will improve
thelr chance of being passed by the Senate, If the

Senators on the Committee decide to support the  pal utility In the. country. “they  don't Like what

bills, they will recommend that the Senate "do pass” Chis Reed, Energy Services and Marketing Direc.  bother me.” s '

them, tor for Moorhead Public Service, thinks some of the  nolse level, he you see?:
SEED welcomes  success of thlr wind energy program can be attrib-  $ays, "is no dif-

To support wind wind energy advocates  uted to the sense of stewardship on which Itis based,  ferent than a  Thisisthe lrstetionof our

energy, please 10 come and help sup-  "We believe In environmental stewardship,” Reed says.  tractor out in the nm;;une;;m been 10t 3

conlact your legisla- portour bills by attend-  "We think that's part of being a community member. ﬁe"i-" v | copy ether because you we

ack's farm,

tors, Find their Ing the hearlng, The

And we think our wind energy program s part of that."

. A inember already ot be:

email addresses at  hearing will begin at Installation of Moorhead's second turbine Is ex.  located on the o ep e thought you might
9:30am. [iwlllbeheld  pected to begin this spring. Like Moorhead's firsttur.  Buifalo RIdge  ywunt1o become one.
or call tol] fres al (n the Haugland Room,  bine, Its second will be rated to produce between 600.  near Lake Ben To receive our newslet:
on the first Hoor of the 850 Kllowatts of electricity. ton, Is in the - ter in the hiure, join ND
l1 88&6}»135-3447 10 taphol, w heart of Minne. .'ASEEDItodmdemm
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Islative action to level the playlng field with adja- Ka“‘a‘ Ve 3:07;0; w0 h forwind rurbines, m xm ’{zfn A
cent states," says Keith Monson, Chalrman of the South Dakota 1 030 Jack says, Jokn 6ur growng gass-
Grigps/Steele Wind Development Group. "These R . they want somme o vement 10 harvest
bllls wil} allow smali towns like ours to develop our ‘ Lo Income, they'te  yovy 1op crep of windh
wind resource. Wind energy has the potential for alright,

being the single largest economke development ef.
lort this state has ever seen,”

Under the cusrent tax code, wind energy com-
panies bullding a wind farm In North Dakota would
have to pay two-andsa-half times as much tn prop.
erty taxes as they would haveto pay for the same
wind farm In Minnesota,

This tax inequity makes i difficult for commy«
nities like Cooperstown to win thalr 80.megawatt
wind energy bid with Xcel Energy In Minnesota,

Dennls Anderson, chaltman of the Coteau Hills
Wind Development LLC, ugrees, "We need a level
playing fiekd when K comas to taxes, he says, “With
these tax changes, we coukd see twenty wind tur.
bines go up in the naxt year Over five to seven
years, we coukf see one thousand turbines at $4
million each, That's a biiflon dolfars, But without

. these bills, 1's not going to happen.”
HB 1221 exempts wind energy equipment from

SEED’s 2nd annual

conference a success

500 peopie attended SEED's second annual wind energy
conference ln Blsmarck. The larmers and landowners who
atiended were "knocking down the doors,” as the Bis.
marck Tribune put H, “to learn more about wind."

Farmers heard how wind energy could bu a new
source ol farm incoma, jobs and economic development.
However, the overflowing audience also heard panelists
explain why North Dakota will have Lo lower its taxes on
wind energy now and aventuslly bulld mora powet ines i
we want to harvest this new crop and get it to market,

The conlerence was held on January 10* to bulld
momentum for SEED's wind energy bitls at the start of the
leglslative session (ses story).

Senator Dorgan end the Energy and Environmental
Researth Center in Grand Fotks ¢o.sponsored the conler.

“Learn from mistakes
MN made'

That's the advice that Lake Benton, MN larmer
Conrad Schardin has for ND farmers, Schardin
Is happy with the money wind energy has meant
to him and his neighbors, but he says farmers
should work fogether to that wind development
companles cannot negotiate Individually with
farmers,

"I you can get soma kind of leadet to get
the farmers organized, the wind developers
could not play one farmer off another," Schar-
din says. This became an [ssue with Schardin
and his SW MN neighbors around wind royals

thes and leases,
Schardin also recommands tubular towers

ovel lattica towers, which take up more fand

sales and use taxes, ence

compatible with farming. Thete's a lof more
benefits than negatives.” Schardin notes that
two peighbor Kids, who work maintalaly ture
binves for $14.15 an hour plus benehits, "we
now driving around In new wehiies.”

10 & level comparabla to the taxation on similarly
sized coal-fired power planis,

HB 1223 expinds an exlsting state Income tax
credH to wind energy turbines that are installed on
leased land, .

Marjorie Stakvp attended to learn how she mlghl be
abie 10 gt wind turbines on her land near Lisbon, *Thers
was 80 Much Information given,” she sald, “that 1 would
have been impossibia 10 gain the knowiedge without at.
tending.”

Publlshed winter, sprlng, summer and fall, THE WIND VANE ls a sarvice to ND SEED. members and friends
www.nduod.org
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Many rural electric co-ops are now oHering thelr
customers the opportunity to purchase wind en-
ergy. For a lew dollars extra & month, customers
whose rural electric coops are participating will be
able to directly support the development of wind
energy.

Through Cass County Electric's /infiry Wind En-
ergy program, for Instance, customers can buy
100 kWh of wind energy a month for $3,

To date, Verendrye, Cass County, Capital Elec.
tric, Dakota Valley, West Plains, and Mountrail- Wil
llams Coops have announced that they will provide
wind energy to thetr tustomers,

Cass County Electric plans to build a wind tur
bine In thelr service area.

Bath Minnkota and Basin Electric Coops, which
generate and transmit power (o distribution coops,
are offering their member distribution coops the
opportunity to buy wind eneigy from their wind
turbines, Minnkota will install is turbine In Minne.
sota, while Basin will [nstall s turbines in South
Dakota.

H Interested, contact your local REC,

4
Keith Monson knows how much work & takes to plan 3
wind farm, As the Chalrman of the Griggs/Steele Wind
Development Group, he actually added ub bow mary hours
K took he and three others to plan the proposed Cooper.
stown wind farm, Al the steps took 1,000 howrs. And
that was In just the first year.

With wind consultant and engineer lay Haley of EAPC
Aschitects Engineers, Keith and hls group submitied a
bid for an 80 megawatt wind energy contract with Xcel
Enerqy In Minnesota.

Keith described several steps he and his group took
In preparing their projact, The first was to attend confer
ences, in lowa and Grand Forks, where they “intarviewed®
wind developers.  They then formed a limited Kabslity
corporation 10 “deal with nothing buf wind.” After re-
searching how developers In other states negotiated in-
dividuatly with farmers, Keith's group decided to jointly
negotiate options and lease agreements, which wil go
Into efect if they are awarded the contract with Xcel,

They are waiting to heat if thelr project made Xeel's
short ist, which will be announced when the Western Area
Power Administration completes s transmission capac-
ity studies,

Thete's & wealth of wind eneryy info svallable.
Here's 1 tew of our favorites. H you have others,
fet me know (benlarson@i29.net).

*ND SEED's own website Is now up at ndseed.org!
*A wind energy map of North Dakota can be found
at nrel.goviwind

*The Landowner’s Guide to Wind Energy, a fity:
page resource with information on the economk
and legal lasues related to wind energy leases, s
avallable from [zasc Wakton League 612.922-1608.
*The American Wind Energy Assoclation has » web-
site at awea,0rg, AWEA also makes their Wind En
ergy Weeklies, a natiomwide review of current wind
energy developments, avaliable free via emall, (See
archived Weeldies at iwea 0rg.) Get on the listserve
by sending an emall request to:
tomgray@econet.otg

sMinnesotans for an Energy Efficlent Economy has
2 website at me3.org

*Windustry has a website (windustry.org) and a
newsletter (800-356.5441),

T e ]

. »About ND SEED; (' ';sg*”
ND SEED ISiistainsble Energy: fof, Eco:
homic Development) was formedIn:,
1999 a3 a joint project of Dakota Re-;
source Councll and Clean Watar Actlon,

" Our coalitlon now Includes many ongan%
zatlons and Indlvldua1s. it
Clean Water Acﬁon
ScotKelsh, (re!erkelsh@aol com) W
Nick Schuster . - -
(petepadilla@mindspring.com)’
7012352029 L
118 Broadway #314
Fargo, ND 58102

Dakota Rosoum Councll o
Ben Larson (benlarson@|29, net).:.

Jeff Hoffraann (lhoffman@l29 net)‘- )
701.208.8685 | g
118 Broadway #801

Fargo, ND 5810 7
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SEED elects

Executive Board

ND SEED elected new Executive Board members at its
first annual meeting on January 9, 2601 in Blsmarck,

The new SEED Executive Board will Include Jay
Haley of EAPC Architects Engineers in Grand Forks,
Richard Schlosser of the Edgeley Wind Energy Devel-
opment Group, Keith Monson of Coaperstown, Jim
Heckman of the Three Affillated Tribes In New Town,
Chris Reed of Moorhead, Lorraine Dopsan of the Da.
kota Resouree Councl) Board in Bismarck, and Gerald
Rolse of the Mountrall County Wind Development
Group.

DRC wishes 10 thank departing SEED Board Mem-
bers who did such a good Job In getting the SEED
project golng, Including Don Vig of Yalley City, Sister
Celine of Farge, Erle Clausen of Minst, and Mary Eck-
strom of Fargo,

T Y
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Over 1.,000 attend

[} #

wind meetings
Over 1,000 people came to our meetings in the last
yeat, Held in' city halls, bars, extension centers,
and hotels, our “landowner ineetings” focus on the
economle development potential of wind energy. So
{ar, we've sponsored meetings in Kindred, Edgeley,
Kilideer, Stanlgy. Minot, Crosby, Hazen and Dickin.
son. '

- By comling to our meetings, farmers and lotal
citizens demonstrated the broad support behind
wind energy in NO,

SEED thanks those who helped plan the meet
ings, Including DRC's chapters in Dunn County, Bad
fands Area and the Sourls Valley; Jim Heckman and
other Stanley residents; Cecile Werhman In Crosby
and the many rural electri¢ cooperatives who helped
promote and/or sponsor our meetings,

SEED also thanks Jay Haley, EAPC Architecty En-
glneers, (or sharing his expertise at our meetings,
and Kim Christenson, Energy Program Manager of
the Division of Community Services, for providing
valuable Information at our mestings,
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North Dakota - Wind Resource Map
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