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~l~e --~@2. Committee Clerk Signuturc 

Minutes: 

Meter II ------------.. -· 
0 to 1200 __________ .,. 
0 to 4 I 5 

Chairman Price, Vice Chuirmun Devlin, Rop. Dosch, Rep. Onlvin, Rep. Klein, Rep. Pollcrt, 

Rep. Portor, Rep. Tieman, Rep. Weiler, Rep, Weisz, Rep. Cleary, Rep. Mctcnlf~ Rep. Niemeier, 

Rep, Sandvig 

Omirmon Price: Opened hearing on HCR 3030. 

Rep, Port~r: Presented HCR 3030, Earlier this session we debuted a bill that addressed some of 

the disparities physically dealing with ambulance services. Across the United States there is u 

great deal of cost shifting within medicine because of the under payment of Medicare and 

Medicaid. This resolution addresses not only the under payment, but it also goes one step further 

and addressees the disparity between eastern and western North Dakota in the reimbursement to 

hospitals. What that cost shifting does is raises the price of doing business to the other insurance 

companies that are doing business in North Dakota. What this particular measures is doing is 

asking Congress to fix some of the problems in the federal Medicare system. 



PUJiO 2 
I fouso Humun Scrvicci; Commlttco 
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3030 
l·hmring Duto Fcbruury 12, 200 I 

HQU, Clouo:; DooH thut moun you don't ugrco with the fcdcrul tux cut'! 

fuah. eQrtw:: I guess it goos further thun thut. I don't agree with the bulam:cd budget act of I 1N7. 

Chuirmnn Prlco: We ulso huvo some dispurity butwecn Minot und Bismarck. because Bismarck 

is u mctropolitun service nrcn, Would you have uny objection if the resolution would address 

thut typo of situntion'l 

~p. eotts:r: It should address ull disparities. 

Chuirtnul} Price: One of the orthopedic procedures, 1 think it is hip replacement, there is LIil 

$1,100 difforcncc Minot nnd Bismurck reimbursement right now, 

.&ll:19ti 89U, The basic cost of provided service, especially inside tlm boundaries of North 

Dukotn, if not going rogionully, uro the snmc or higher in North Dukotu thun they would be in 

other rogions. I think thnt whatever dispuritics wo can address with this resolution thnt we should 

take tho opportunity to address them. 

C.hqirman Price: Are you aware there arc any out there that huvo nnything to do with home 

health - what has happened under BBA home health has also hurt North Dakota.? If not, cun we 

ask something like that in this resolution? 

fuuh_Porter: I'm not aware of any other resolutions that arc addressing this. The Inst session they 

addressed a lot to do with home health. Maybe one of the representatives from BCBS can 

address the fix that they put back into home health, but if it is not enough of a fix, then absolutely 

it should be mentioned in this at the same time, 

Chairman Price: I know they did make some attempts, but I think some of the per episode 

payments have been a constant problem. 

Rep .. Galvin: Doesn't the reimbursement a]so affect the ambulance services'? 



Pugo 3 
l-louso Humun Sorvicus CommlthJQ 
lllll/Rosolutlon Number HCR 3030 
I louring Duh> Fobruury 12, 200 I 

R~u. PQrJ.~u: Throu1,th tho Dulunccd Hudgc Act of 1997 or 1998, Congress told the I lculth ( 'an: 

Finunco Admlnlstrution for Mcdicurc to put umbuluncc services under u foe schedule, Thul 

proposed fee schedule is sitting right now kind of in limbo, If thut is i111plcn11.mtcd, it will almost 

most ccrtuinly spoil tho ond of umbuiuncc services in the Midwest. Whut McdicanJ hns decided 

to do is they took tho pot full of money und then took number of culls, divided one into the other 

without uny rogurd to cost of doing the service or cost of providing that type of service 24 hours 

u duy, seven duys n week, nnd suld this is just what you're going to get und you 're not getting 

anymore. That kind of cost shin hus to go so1m1 place, and it is either going to go back to local 

property tuxes or to other patients that uren 't on Mcdicnrc. It is one of the main rcusons for this 

resolution, 

Don Ulmer: Blue Cross Blue Shield. We support HB 3030. This is n major issue. One of the 

issues is North Dakotu und most of the rurnl urcus arc reimbursed at n much lower rates than the 

rest of the country, It is a rural issue, cost of care issue, it has something to do with the APACE, 

Example is thut on any given procedure North Dukotn 's average Medicare recipient gets nbout 

$400 a month and about $800 in Floridu, There is n major distinction between the urban nnd 

rural states, We could got this changed in the Senate, when you start looking at the country as n 

whole you have a 100 Senators, but the House is based on population, so when you start looking 

at the reimbursement rates you've got n really difficult issued because the big states you have the 

majority of the House you're dealing with. From a political perspective it has been a very 

difficult thing to get attention to. One of the reasons HBO 1314 came to you folks and resulted 

in HCR 3030, was affective April 1. The Medicare HIFFA system, are forcing ambulances to 

accept mandatory assignment, which means that if Rep, Porter goes out and charges a certain 

lev~l for a given call, and it is less than the cost, if he doesn't accept the assignment then he 



Pai&" 4 
f·{owuJ Humnn Sorviccs Committee 
l3UI/Rosolution Number HCR 3030 
Heuring Dnto Fobruury 12, 200 I 

could buluncc bill tho rcmnlmh,r to the patient. Under the new nHUHlatory 11ssignmcnt 

urrungcmont they cmmot bnluncc the bill. The result of that is every time Mcdicarn nrnkcs I hat 

kind of muncuvcr, it gels shuffled over to us in the private sector. We have to try and f111d some 

wny to cull uttcntlon to this in Congress, 

Arnold ThQOJWi! President of tho North Dukota Health Care Association. 1 am in support of 

HCR 3030. Tho resolution is ubout usking the fodernl government to taken look ut the polich.'s 

behind Mcdicurc. Like every other federal progrum, trcut the seniors the same in terms of those 

who urc providing service to them, un<l not by some gcogrnphicul urbitrary circumstances. The 

other rcuson we would like you to endorse HCR 3030 is thut in 1997 when the Bulanccd Budget 

Act wus cnnctod by tho Congress there was un estimuted reduction in Medicare of approximately. 

in North Dakota, $25,000,000. While the politics of the issue were the muin focus, the 

ngreemcnt wns thut there was going to be about u $25,000,000 reduction in Mcdicurc bcncnts. 

Since 1997 what we've been attempting to do is to claim back that overugc, and part of thut 

overage is part of the national surplus. Thnt pnrt of what Rep, Porter is tying into with respect to 

this resolution, and we would concur with that. 

Bruce Levi: North Dakota Medical Association. I want to stand in support of the resolution and 

echo the comments, particularly by Arnold Thomas from the N.D. Health Care Association, I 

think this is an issue that has long been on the table. The Medical Association over the last few 

years has been involved with a geographical coalition of states that are in a similar position, 

looking at this issue, gathering data, and we can share that type of information with the 

committee. 

Chaim1an Price: Close the hearing on HCR 3030. 



Put40 5 
Hou~o Buman Sorvlc~s Committee 
Dlll/Rcmolut1on Numbor HCR 3030 
tfonrln~ Duto Pobruury 12, 2001 

COMMITTt~E WORKI 

CHAIRMAN PRICE: 1 ICR 3030. Discussion'? 

REP. PORTER: At\or curlior discussion on HCR 3030 1 had a set of umcmlmcnts drawn up. 

(Discussed chnngcs in tho umcndmcnts.) 

CHAIRMAN PRICE: Do you wunt tl) move the nmcndmcnts'? 

REP. PORTER: I would movo tho umcndmcnts. 

REP. WEISZ: Second. 

CHAIRMAN PRICE: (Committee discussion.) All those in fovor slgnily by saying /\ye ( 14 

Yes), Wo have an amondod resolution, what is your wishes'! 

REP, KLEIN: l motion for n Do Puss. 

REP. POLLERT: Second 

CHAIRMAN PRICE: Discussion'? Take the roll on a DO PASS a.s amended, 

14 YES ONO 0 ABSENT CARRIED BY REP. KLEIN 
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13089,0102 
Tltle,0200 

\f--
Adopted by tho Human Servlcos Committee n \I~/ 0 I 

February 12, 2001 c;,1-/ 

HOUSE AMENDMgNTS TO HCR 3030 HOUSE IIS 2-13-01 

Page 1 , llne 1 , remove 11rural 11 

Page 1, line 2, replace 11and 11 with a comma 

Page 1, line 3, replace "between ef~stern and weslern" with "wlthln 11 and after "Dakota" Insert 
"and within the nation, and to delay Implementation of the proposed Medicare 
ambulance reimbursement fee schedule" 

Page 1, after llne 8, Insert: 

0WHEREAS, home health care Is an Integral service In North Dakota which 
allows lndlvlduals to be expediently discharged from acute care facllltles, thereby 
allowlng Individuals to be cared for at home and to avoid nursing homes: and 

WHEREAS, Congress Is proposing Implementation of a Medicare ambulance 
reimbursement fee schedule that wfll negatively affect ambulance services across the 
state; and" 

Page 1, line 14, remove 11rural" and replace "and" with a comma 

Page 1, line 15, replace 0between eastern and western 11 with 11withln" 

Page 1, llne 16, after "Dakota11 Insert "and within the natlont and to delay Implementation of the 
proposed Medicare ambulance reimbursement fee schedule0 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 13089.0102 



Date: ~ • / ~ .. o I 
RoH Cull Vote II: / 

2001 JIOtJSIC STANDING COI\IMITTEI•: ROLL CAtL VOTES 
HILL/IU~SOLUTJON NO. ff e f<. 3 C 3 0 

I louse I lurnnn Services 

D Subcommlttco on ---··-------~·--
or 

0 Confonmco Committee 

Lcgislutivc Council Amendment Number 

Action Tukcn 

R CJ> rcscn t ntlvcs Yes No Hcurcscnhtelvcs 
Rep. Clnra Sue Prico2 Chnirnmn ✓ Rel), A udrov Clcarv 
Rep, Willlom Devlin, V, Chnirmnn ✓ Ren. Rulnh Metcalf 
Rep, Mark Dosch ✓ Rep, Carol Niemeier 
Rep, Pat Galvin ✓ Ren. Snllv Sandviu 
Rep. Frank Klein ✓ -Rep. Chet Pollort i/ 
Rep, Todd Portor v 
Rep, Wuvne Tieman ✓ 
Rep, Dave Weiler / 
Ren. Robin Weisz ✓ 

• 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) _________ No ______ _ 

FJoor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Co11unillCl' 

Yes No 
✓ 
✓ 
v 
✓ 



Date: /;J .. /:;J ·<.1 I 
Roll Call Vote fl: ~ 

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMJTTEE ROl-1L CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. t/(! f<. .3 tJ 3() 

Houso Humnn Services Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ______________ ·---------
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number ____________ __ 

Action Taken {~) 
Motion Made By () Seconded 

-~· klo(?:::?. _ By ~ 
. Representatives Yes No 

Rep, Clara Sue Price, Chairman v 
Rep. William Devlin, V, Chainnan ✓ 
Rep, Mark Dosch t/ 
Rep, Pat Galvin i/ 
Rep, Frank Klein 1/ 
Rep, Chet PolJert ✓ 
Rep, Todd Porter ✓ 
Rep. Wavne Tieman / 
Rep. Dave Weiler / 
Rep, Robin Weisz ✓ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ _._L-'-/----- No 

FJoor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Rcore8cntntlvcs Yes No 
Rep, Audrev Cloarv ✓ 
Rep, Ralph Metcalf J 

Ren. Carol Niemeier ,/ 
Reo, SaUv Sandvie: ,/ 



• 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 13, 2001 9:49 a.m, 

Module No: tiR•26•3157 
Carrier: Galvln 

Insert LC: 13089,0102 TIiie: .0200 

REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
HCA 3030: Human Services Committee (Rep. Price, Chairman) rocommonds 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amendod, recommends DO PASS ond 
BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND 
NOT VOTING), HCA 3030 was placed on tho Sixth order on tho calondm. 

Pago 1 , line 1, remove 11rural 11 

Page 1, line 2, rcpl,.lce "and 11 with a comma 

Pag0 11 llne 3, replace "between eustern and wostem" with "within" and aller 11Dakota" insert 
"and within the nation, and to delay implomenlation of tho proposed Medicaro 
ambulance reimbursement f eo schedule" 

Page 1, after llne 8, Insert: 

"WHEREAS, home health care is an integral service In North Dakota which 
allows Individuals to be expediently discharged from acute caro facililies1 thereby 
allowing Individuals to be cared for nt home nnd to avoid nursing homes: and 

WHEREAS, Congress Is proposing implernontallon of a Medicare ambulance 
reimbursement fee schodule that wlll negatively affect amuulance services across tile 
state; and11 

Page 1. line 14, remove "rural" and replace "and" with a comma 

• Page 1, line 15, replace "between eastern and western" with "wlthin° 

• 

Page 11 line 16, after "Dakota" Insert "and within the nation\ and to delay implementation of the 
proposed Medicare ambulance reimbursement fee schedule" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-26·3\57 



2001 SENATE HUMAN SERVICES 
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTl~S 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. I ICR JOJO 

Scnutc Humun Scrvkcs Cummittcc 

□ Conforcncc Committco 

Heuring Dute Murch 13, 200 I 

, __ ·r_upc Number . _________ _f~_L~~ A __ ------·--- _________ J?_~j~JL__ ______ __ _ ___________ M~~~I. fl. ... ...... _ "'·· 
---------'---· ----------------------- X -------------------- ······-·----·-· ---- ·-----. ---------·--------·----- ----·-------- '"-· .... ---- --- --- ------- --- ----- -- . ----
Mnrch I 3, 200I I X 29.I 

Yico Chuirmun Kilzer culled tho Human Services Committco to order. Senators were ull present 

with the cxceJY11on of Senator Ll!o, The hcuring on HCR 3030 was opened. 

REPR'-~SENTATIVE TODD PORTER, sponsor of the bill, introduced the bill. The Mcdican.i 

system is flawed, not the same reimbursement in the Eastern half of the state us in the Western 

hulf for tho same services, There is u different reimbursement in ND than in other states in our 

region for the same procedures. We drafted this resolution to express our concerns, This is also 

true in Home Health Cal'c, The proposed Medicare fee schedule. Reimbursements arc not based 

on cost, they arc based on bill charges. Ambulances provide one service and know the cost. 

Medicare fee schedule puts a huge costship into the private sector, where Medlcarc is under 

funding the operation of ambulance services, expecting the insurance and the individual person 

being balanced billed. There are 140 licensed ambulance services in ND. Either 7 or 10 are paid 

personnel. The rest arc volunteer. These services will not survive. We ask that a letter be sent 



Pugc 2 
Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3030 
Heuring Date Murch I J, 2001 

uddrcssi11g our concerns as ND to Congress to Mr. Thompson, the Director of' I {CK FA. and wt 

arc ulso asking the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance Com111it1ec cotlll' 

to ND to address the concerns ol'ntral America and ND in particular. 

SENATOR KILZER: When do the new ambulance rates take effect? REP PORTl:R: The l~L' 

schedule was supposed to take effect January I I but realized the amount of' problems that exist 

with the foe schedule so held off until April I. With the change or adtninistratio11 e\'crything is 

1,ut ot\ hold until July I. We arc hoping the new administration will look at the schedule and 

realize it is not in the best interest of rural America and will suspend it until they can spend more 

time to study it. SENATOR KILZER: 1-lmv much of a hit arc the ambulances taking in tilt: new 

fee schedule? REP PORTER: Advanced life support ambulances will not be allowed to balance 

bill. They will have to accept what Medicare pays. $500 is the cost: Medicare pays $JOO. $200 

will be written off because it is a Medicare patient. We transport about 60<% or total revenue is 

Medicare patients. Medicme will pay on basic rute not on what service was provided, No 

disposable supplies urc reimbursed. The disparity is reimbursement between East and West. 

DAN ULMER, Blue Crnss, Blue Shidd, supports bill. Mandatory assignment forces all 

ambulances to accept payment: it is less than cost. Writing a letter to Cong1·ess and ask them to 

come here nnd hcur about the problem of rural America. Why arc people getting more than 

people in ND, Bring issue to forum and then go back and start working rural arcu. SENATOR 

POLOVl'fZ: Why the parity? MR. ULMER: It is a practiced pattern. Also the population: 

treatment at end of life is more in Florida. It is also the labor mnl'kct; pny ls more in Florida thnn 

in Crosby, SENATOR MATHERN: Is this reluted to the Bush tux cut'? MR. ULMER: Yes, 

they need to look at this aspect of Medicare, Medicare is 11ot broken it is broke! SENATOR 

KILZER: The budget reconciliation act predicted this back when it wus passed. Medicare is 



Page 3 
Scnutc Humun Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3030 
Heuring Dute March 13, 200 I 

3300 in ND; 6500 in South. MR. ULM ER: We arc scnsitiVL' to this. Thl! dwice thing is o\'cr i11 

ND; need a better per capita thing. Once deciding focor is if Congress allows pn.:scription drngs 

in Medicare. 

DAVE PESKE, ND Medical Asso<.:,. supports this resolution and the letter goin~ tn Congress. 

We need to call attention to the situation 

No more testimony. 

The hearing was closed on I IC R 3030. 

March 13, 200 L Tape I, Side 13, Meter 2tJ. I. 

Discussion Need to define dispurity of reimbursement. SENATOR MATHERN moved 

amendment. SENATOR FISCHER seconded the motion, Discussion. Roll call vote carrkd 

5-0-1. SENATOR MATHERN moved DO PASS AS AMENDED. SENATOR FISCHER 

seconded the motion. Roll call vote carried 5-0-1. SENATOR MATHERN will cnny the bill. 



13089,0201 
Tltle.0300 

Adopted by the Human Services Committee 
March 13, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO./ ,., 
3030 . 

Page 1, line 9, after ''disparity" insert "of reimbursement" 

Renumber accordingly 

Paga No, 1 13089,0201 



Date: 1)13/d/ 
Roll Call Vote#: / 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMJ\11TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ;io 3 () 

Senate HUMAN SERVICES Committee 

D Subcommittee on _____ ---~----·-----------
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Senators Vcs 
Senator Lee, Chairperson ,/ 
Senator Kilzer, Vice-Chairperson v 
Senator Erbele ✓ 
Senator Fischer 1/ 

Seconded 
By 

No Sl1nntors 
Senator Polovitz 
Senator Mathern 

Yes No 
V 
,/ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) _I£ _______ No --lll:..---------

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: 2-

2001 SENATE STANDING COMl\11TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~ O 8,d 

Senate HUMAN SERVICES Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ________________________ _ 

or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

f) 0 ~{1..4jl--- Ll<? ~ 
Seconded 

_..d.-te.:z..>..n-#-<1n'-+-""a ......... d_-M~.-- By 

Senators '\'~s No Srnutors 
Senator Lee, Chairperson ,/ Senator Polovitz 
Senator Kilzer, Vice-Chairperson v Senator Mathern ,_ -· Senator Erbele v 
Senator Fischer ,/ 

Total (Yes) _t2 _______ No Q 

Absent _/) __ _ 

Floor Assignment J,,. .t 1>:, ~--

If the vote is on au amendmem, briefly indicate intent: 

Yes No 
v· 
V 

-

·-



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 16, 2001 3:01 p.m. 

Module No: SR-46-5942 
Carrier: T. Mathern 

Insert LC: 13089.0201 Title: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HCA 3030, as engrossed: Human Services Committee (Sen. Lee, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HCA 3030 
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 9, after "disparity" insert "of reimbursement" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) 0ESK, (3) COMM Paga No. 1 9R•4tH>942 


