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l A: 2380 Cl IAIRtv1AN NICI IOI.AS: Chairman Nieholas opened on I ICR 303:L 

Representative Monson: For the record I am Reprl'scntati\'c Dave Monson. I am h!..!re to tcsti f~· 

in fuvor of I ICR 3033. This is the same resolution that wns before me two years ago. We arl' 

still fighting the same tight. The only change in this resolution is that on pngl! two it statl!s that 

we will send it to some more people other thL'l1 just congress etc. Any questions. 

Representative Onstad: How many ucrcs. DenHmu or what. 

REPRESENTATIVE MONSON: If we could open it up l'ight now. I think it would be a small 

ucrcugc, There is n murkct out thct'c, \Ve me inn catch 22 sitllution. The1·c is n supply nn<l 

dcmund ~ituntion. Thcn.! is industriul hemp being gl'Own in Cunudu. Germany is u ust•r of' 

industrial hemp. On Sunday. I um going to he seeing some people to sec if we can get a plant 

going in N.D. 
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Cl !AIRMAN NICI IOLAS: Any other question on I ICP . .10.1.1 .ll·TF 01.SON: Progrnm 

Manage!' of the lkpartment or Agriculture. I am here lo 11.:sli IY in support ul' I !Cl{ I OJ.,. 

My testimony hasieally give you information as to what our of'lke has do1w 1111..· last coupk or 

ycms. Since legalization of inuusll'ial lwmp in ND. We ha\'L' bi.:l'n conltlch.:d by a m1mhcr of 

rollers wanting to produce industrial hemp. We also ha\'e a processor in h1rgo kno\\ ns 1lw hem 

grower. 'Ne urc having problems getting information from the I>.I:.;\, lhcy don't hmc llw 

rull!s written for them to follow thcmscln:s. We llm·L' 1101 t!OI any guide lines ti-0111 thl'lll, 

know NDSU applied for a permit lasl year to do l'L'sean:h 011 industrial hem. The~· \\ere denied. 

We hnvc worked with Sen. B. Dorgans offo:c. 

Industrial hem is non toxic l'orm of cannubis. Nine stales ha\'c passed l'Csolu1io11s to prodm:c 

industrial hemp, The interest is out thl.·rc in other stall's. That is where ,w arc al our ol'lkc al 

this time, There is the enforcement aspect. II is going very slowly. h:<lernl lc\'cl has not 

allowed it. We arc hoping that the new Administrntiun will look al h different!) then what the 

pl'ior one did us to allowing growing or hemp. 

The biggest problem is enforccmctlt. 

Cl IAIRMAN NICI IOI.AS: Any other testimony. Anyonl! 1.!lse appearing in support of' 3033. 

Anyone in opposition, 

O,K, we will close the hcming on I !CR 3033 

_l , ...... \ : ..... 4 5 ...... 1 ....... ( ..... ~ I ...... lt\_ll...,.l M .......... AI ..... '1 ..... .1 < ...... ) 1 ..... 1 N ..... s ..... ·o ..... N ..... : ---~\\-' E ..... \\..._' I ..... L ...... L ...,R ...... Et ...... l~P Eti..TI IE 11 Et\ RI N c i Obi 
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I ICR 3033 

Representative Mueller moved l<Jr a DO P J\SS and it was seconded by lkprcsentati\ l' Pl FT~< 'II. 

ANY QUESTION? The clerk will take a Roll Call Vole on I IC'R 3033. 

Tl IERE WERE '' I 3 YES .... 0 NO ...... 2 ABSENT" Rcp1"L·scntatin~ Sand,·ig will ~arry till' 

resolution. IA:552 

-
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Date: 

Roll Cal I Vote fl: 

2001 IIOlJSE STANDING COMMITTEfl: ROLL CALL VOTES 
lllLL/RESOLUTION NO. 

House AGRICULTURE Committee 

0 Subcornmil(ee on 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Rca>rescntativcs Yes 
Eugene Nicholas, Chairman . 
Dennis E. Johnson - Vice 
Chairman 

c . ,,. . ....... 

Rick Berg 
. 

-Michael Brandenb~rg ,.,..,...-
~ 

Joyce Kingsbury 
,,.,,. 

Myron Koppang -·- V 
Edward H. Lloyd Ii"' 

Bill Pietsch l-"" 

(Yes) 
,,,. '") 

Absent ,.,,.,,.,,,1 ....... 
(, 

Seconded By 

--
No Rcr,rcscntutivcs Yes No 

Rod Froelich v 
Doug Lemieux l/ 

Philip Mueller 
; ,, ..... 

Kenton Onstad ;,,_,.~ 

Sally M. Slandvig .f,/ 
J' 

Dennis J. Renner 
'"'p-

-
Dwight Wranuhatn 

-· 

I 

No 

-------------------~------------
Floor Assignment ___ )..__,...""/!_X-,c) (./_• ,; 

I 

If the vote is 011 an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR-29-3724 
Carrier: Sandvig 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

HCA 3033: Agriculture Committee (Rep. Nicholas, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(13 YEAS, 0 NAYS1 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HCR 3033 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (31 COMM Hl1 29-37?.-1 
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BILI./Rl:SOLUTION NO. IICR J0~.1 

Senate Agriculture C'o111111it1ce 

0 Conference Co111mittce 

Hearing Dute March )(), 2001 

Tape Number ·---- ------ -~- -----------·--·-·---
March I c, I 

Committee Clerk Si~rwturc 
·----... ·----~------------·-·------- ·- -"'- - --- ..... --

1\tf inutcs: 

Side A S1tk B 
X 

I 

ivktcr ft 

J0.2 - End 

cCCF~'~-l~------ , 

REP. MONSON; Sponsor. introduced this resolution to the con1mit1cc. Nothing has changed 011 

the federal level. We lwve passed all the laws and resolutions in 1'\orth Dakota lo go ahead and 

allow our formers to 01wc again raise industrial hemp but the federal go\'crn111cnt is dragging 

their feet. There seems to some progress bL·ing make, other suites arc passing similnr kgislatio11 

to what we have passes. The only clrnngl! to this resolution from what wus before us t1\l1 :-~ars 

ago that we passed out is who we arc sending it to. \Ve have added the President of the United 

Stutes a11d the Drug Czal' and the head of the DEA as well as Congress, that is the only change. 

SENATOR NICHOLS; What is lrnppcning i11 Canada with the work they me doing 011 industri.rl 

hemp'? 

REP. MONSON: lnd11st1·iul hemp has had its ups and downs in Canada as well. They arc 

looking at probubly looking at not even contracting any acres in Ontario because there is a large 

amount of fiber, the strnw, baled up in Manitoba und they have a big enough supply in Munitoha 
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that they can ship that over to Ontario where they have car foctories that are making door p,mcls 

and other auto body parts. There arc \'cry interested in putting togcllll·r a straw board pla111 

together. The main valw: would probably be in the fiber. making fiber board. carpet and 

upholstery for cars. 

SENATOR WANZEK: Tiu: main objection that this cn:r gets is the law cnforccrw:111 l'OIH.:crns 

because of its familiarity to the marijuana plants'! 

REP. MONSON; Tltat is right. The TSE co11tc11t is the prohkm and when we talk about 

industrial hc111p
1 

we arc talking about low Tl IZ L:ontcnt. J is what Canada has used .is thl'ir 

standard and we have modeled our lc~ish1lio11 after theirs and J is considered to he not a drtH! i11 '- .., 

almost every other i11<.lustri,1lized cuu111ry. We arc one of the few countries that docs not ,illo\\ 

any industrial hemp. 

SEN ATOR UR LAC 1-1 ER: Is then.: any n.:SL'arch going 011 to reduce that Jc,d'! 

REP. MONSON: Then: arc sc\'cral pla~cs tlwt arc doing research besides I lawaii. 

JEFF OLSON: North Dakota Dept. of Agriculture - Program Manager Plant Industries. lesti fled 

in support of this resolution. Sec attached testimony. 

SENATOR NICHOLS: It doesn't appear that based 011 this letter that there is \Cf'V 11111d1 intcl'L'sl 

by DOA to look favorauly 011 this when t.hcy arc calling it industrial marijuana'! 

JEFF OLSON: You arc correct, their biggest worry b the enforcement portion of this and the 

ability for someone to grow tnal'ijuana within a field of industrial hemp. For the rescan:h plots 

they do have very strict security nwasurcs that you have lO follow, To put those same sccmity 

measures in an agronomic situation would be cost prohibited for a farmer to do because they arc 

required to put up u certain type of fence with 24 hour security and you arc only limited to so 

muny acres in a purtlcular spot. Son,c ureas would have to be changed. Their concern as far as 



Page 3 
Senate Agricultun: Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number IICR 3033 
I fearing Date March I(), 200 I 

the Drug Enforcement Act and the inter growth of marijuana is the bigg.l·st concern the DI· .. ·\ Ila,. 

SENATOR WANZEK: ,\re the working on some agronr mk research issues that,, ould JH'l'\ itk 

l<.>r some distinguishabli: charactcrislics 1ha1 will help differentiate the industrial ,·ersus the 

marijuana'! 

JEFF OLSON: The comment that I made was NDSU when the appliL·d for their permit w.inted 

to research to determine what kind of fertilization would be required to prodlll'L' hemJL what kind 

of pest control management tools, what type soil docs it grow best in ,md that is the nrnin concern 

N DSU had. There has been discussion 011 putting a i:olor gene into industrial 111.!mp to 

distinguish it from marijuana. 

The hearing was closl!d. 

SENATOR KLEIN 1110,·cd u DO PASS and pl~u.:t.'d nn the Conscn! Calendar. 

SENATOR NICHOLS seconded the mo1io11. 

Roll call vote: 6 Y cas. 0 No. 0 Abs(.'111 and Not voting. 

SENATOR KLEIN will carry the bill. 
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Roll Call Vote#: I 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALi, VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, ~ t,C) 33 

Agriculture Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ---------------------·---
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amer1dment Number 

Action Taken ~/j~-!/d-:~;..x;.::;.~..:..• ___________________ _ 
Motion Made By S<!conded 

~~-=-=-------· __ V~----·~- By 

Senators Yes No Senators Y,:s No 

Senator Wanzek - Chairman V Senator Kroeplln ✓ 
Sfnator Erbele - Vice Chairman v Senator Nichols l/ 
Senator Klein t/ 
Senator Urlacher V 

Total (Yes) _ fa No 0 -- --

Absent () 
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HCA 3033: Agriculture Committee (Sen. Wanzek, Chairman) recommends 00 PASS and 
BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND 
NOT VOTING). HCR 3033 was placed on the Tenth order on the calendar. 
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'TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF HCR 3033 

Presented by Rep. David Monson, Dist. 10 
I-louse Agriculture Committee 

Feb. 16. 2001 

Chairman Nicholas and members of the House Agriculture Com111ittcc. I am here 
to testify in favor of HCR3033. This is virtually the smne resolution that was 
before you two years ago. The only reason this resolution is before you ugain is 
that we still cannot grow Industrial Hc1np in ND or anywhere in the US. Even 
though we have favorable laws on the books in ND. the DEA and the drug czar 
still consider it illegal despite the wishes of past Congressional laws to exempt 
Industrial Hemp from drug lnws. Since resolutions arc only valid for one session 
at a time, it is my hope that you would renew tli1s resolution ·s message with a 11 Do 
Pass". 

There is one minor change to this resolution from that of two years ago. That is 
on page 2 where it states to whom the resolution is being sent. This resolution. i r 
passed, would be sent to several places besides just to Congress as the resolution 
last session was directed. It is hoped that by sending it to other people and 
agencies that it would pedrnps have 1norc or an impact than the past resolution. 

Mr. Chairman and members of i.he com1nittee, I \vould be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. ThJnk you for your time nnd consideration. 
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Chairman Nicholas and members of the committee. My name is Jeff Olson. 1 am the 

Program Manager for the Plant Industries Program Area in the Department of 

Agriculture. I am here to te5tify in support of HCR 3033. 

The Fifty .. slxth Legislative Assembly passed legislation to define industrial hemp as an 

oilseed crop and authorize Its production In North Dakota. The North Dakota 

Department of Agriculture has been working with the Bureau of Investigation, North 

Dakota State University, HempCo, and Senator Dorgan's office to obtain a copy of the 

Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) federal guidelines regarding the fleld 

production and security requirements for Industrial hemp, To this date, we have not 

received this Information. We sent a letter to Donnie Marshall, Director of DEA on April 



4, 2000, requesting a copy of the DEA rules and regulations regarding agriculture 

research and field production of industrial hemp, We received a response on June 13, 

2000, from the Office of Congressional Affairs (attached). In this letter, the author 

used the terms "Industrial hemp" and "marijuana" interchangeably. Industrial hemp, 

Cannabis satlva1 is a non-toxic form of marijuana. Industrial hemp has a THC level of 

three-tenths of 1 percent while marijuana has a THC level of greater than 10 percent. 

We have received numerous inquiries from individual farmers and processors regarding 

the production of industrial hemp. Although North Dakota has authorized the 

production of industrial hemp In the state, federal law prohibits production. Five states 

have passed similar legislation, six states have legislation in process; and nine states 

have passed resolutions or initiatives to allow agricultural production of industrial hemp. 

Industrial hemp is currently legal in more than 25 countries. The University of Hawaii 

at HIio is the only entity in the United States that has been permitted by DEA to perform 

research on industrial hemp. 

We have been Involved In conferences and meetings gathering information on the 

production of Industrial hemp. We have also supported NDSU's attempt to gain a 

research permit from DEA, We continue to pursue DEA for copies of the federal laws 

and to persuade them to allow NDSU to conduct research. 

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions you may 

have. 
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Mr. Roger Johnson 
Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture 
State ofNorth Dakota 
600 E. Boulevard A venue, Dept. 602 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0020 

Dear Commissioner Jolmson: 

L:. S. Department of ,Justice 
Drug Enforcement Administra~ o/ ~ ~ 

v1(/ er- , n,.A,... ~ 
~17' 

Washington, D.C. 20537 

This is in respo11se to your letter of April 4, 2000, to the Drug Enforcement AJministrat1on 
(DEA) regarding the cultivation of marijuana for industrial use. Speci ficnlly, you requested a 
copy ofDEA's rules and regulations regarding the security requirements for agricultural 
research and field production of industrial marijnana. 

The cultivation of marijuana involves a variety of interests at the federal level. DEA 
has been consulting whh the appropriate federul authorities regarding the potential impact 
that the cultivation of marijuana for industrial uses will have on their programs. If DEA 
determines that this issue can best b~ resolved through an administrative rule. DEA will 
publish such rule in the Federal Register in accordance with the Administrative Procedure 
Act, 5 U.S.C., Sections 551 ~t seq, 

I trust that the above responds to your concerns. If I may be of further assistance. please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerelv, 

Toni P. Teresi 
Chief, Office of Comrressional Affairs .. 
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Chairman Wanztk and members of the committee. My name is Jeff Olson. I am the 

Program Manager for the Plant Industries Program Area in the Department of 

Agriculture. I am here to testify ln support of HCR 3033. 

The Fifty-sixth Legislative Assembly passed legislation to define industrial hemp as an 

oilseed crop and authorize its production In North Dakota. The North Dakota 

Department of Agriculture has been working with the Bureau of Investigation, North 

Dakota State University, HempCo, and Senator Dorgan's office to obtain a copy of tl1e 

Drug Enforcement Admir1istration (DEA) federal guidelines regarding the fleld 

• production and security requirements for industrial hemp, To this date, we have not 

received this Information. We sent a letter to Donnie Marshall, Director of DEA on April 



• 
4, 2000, requesting a copy of the DEA rules and regulations regarding agriculture 

research and field production of Industrial hemp, We received a response on June 13, 

2000, from the Office of Congressional Affairs (attached), In this letter, the author 

used the terms 11 lndustrlal hemp" and 11 marljuana" interchangeably. Industrial hemp, 

Cannabis satlva, Is a non-toxic form of marijuana. Industrial hemp has a THC level of 

three-tenths of 1 percent while marijuana has a THC level of greater than 1 0 percent. 

We have received numerous Inquiries from Individual farmers and processors regarding 

the production of Industrial hemp, Although North Dakota has authorized the 

production of Industrial hemp In the state, federal law prohibits production. Five states 

have passed similar leglslatlon, six states have legislation In process; and nine states 

• have passed resolutions or Initiatives to allow agricultural production of Industrial nemp. 

• 

Industrial hemp ls currently legal In more than 25 countries. The University of Hawaii 

at HIio Is the only entity In the United States that has been permitted by DEA to perform 

research on Industrial hemp. 

We have been Involved In conferences and meetings gathering Information on the 

production of Industrial hemp. We have .::ilso supported NDSU's attempt to gain a 

research permit from Of.A. We continue to pursue DEA for copies of the federal laws 

and to persuade them to allow NDSU to conduct research. 

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions you may 

have. 


