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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTTION NO, HCR 3034
House Industry, Business and Labor Committee

@ Conlerence Committee

o Sideld

Hearing Date I'eb 12,2000 S
o dapeNumber 4 Side A Meter /i

B

Minutes: Chairmun R, Berg, Viee-Chair G, Keiser, Rep. M. Ekstrom, Rep, R, Froelich, Rep. G,
Froseth, Rep. R, Jensen, Rep. N. Johnson, Rep, J. Kasper, Rep. M. Klein, Rep. Koppung,
Rep. D, Lemieux, Rep, 1B, Pictsch, Rep. D. Ruby, Rep. D. Severson, Rep. L Thorpe,

R Merle Boucher, Sponsor Written testimony This directs Congress to look at the offset of

Social Security Insurance,

Duve Kemnitz: AFL/CIO 1 support this bill as is.

Rep Froseth: What is the dollar amount of injured workers?

Kemnitz: There are mote than 700 employees that are benefactors,

Rep Ekstrom: Have other states incorporated this?

Kemnitz: North Dakota would be the leader.

Dave Tieley, Neutral testimony. The offset was to avoid duplication of benefits. Approximately

50% of federal benefits arc offset, Social Security has nothing to do with PPD.
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FHouse 'dustry, Business and Labor Committee
Bill/Resolutlon Number 1HCR3034

Hearing Date Feb 12, 2001

Chadrman Beres 18 on employee is being refmbursed twice for the same injury lrom Social

Securlty and from the Workers Comp Bureau it is better for the worker it N puys them rather

than Warkers Comp,

Rep Lemicux; I'd like to see the lscal note for Workers Comp Burcau on an annual basis.

Chairman Bergs W'l elose the hearing




2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTER MINUTLS

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, [ICR 3034
House Industry, Business and Labor Conunittee
O Conference Commitiee
Hearing Date Ieb, 13, 2001

~TwpeNuwmber [ SideA |

Committee Clerk Signature

SideB |

{3850

Minutes: Chairman R, Berg, Vice-Chair G, Keiser, Rep. M. Lkstron, Rep. R, Froelich, Rep. G,

Froseth, Rep. R. Jensen, Rep, N, Johnson, Rep. I Kasper, Rep. M. Klein, Rep. Koppang,

Rep. D, Lemicux, Rep. B, Pletsch, Rep. D, Ruby, Rep. D, Severson, Rep. E. Thorpe.

Rep Kasper: T move a do pass,

Rep M, Klein: 1 second.

13 yea, 0 nay, 2 absent

Carrier Rep Ekstrom

Meterd




Date; &~ 13 - O/
Roll Call Vote #: )

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL YOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. H-QR@@‘-{‘

House  Industry, Business and Labor Commitiee

Legislative Council Amendment Number e

Action Taken DO M _ i
Motion Made By mfw_ Seconded By | ¥ 2 k QQ A .

Representatives Yes 4 No Representatives Yes 4 No
Chairman- Rick Berg N Rep. Jim Kasper v’
Vice-Chairman George Keiser p Rep. Matthew M. Klein V.
Rep. Mary Ekstorm v' Rep. Myron Koppang v
Rep, Rod Froelich Rep. Doug Lemicux v,

[ Rep. Glen Froseth v Rep. Bill Pietsch v,

| Rep. Roxanne Jensen / Rep. Dan Ruby v,

| Rep. Nancy Johnson e Rep. Dale C. Severson V.
Rep. Elwood Thorpe v

Total (Yes) )\3 No 0
d’\

Absent

CON
Floor Assignment QP_EKG‘{'&’GTY)

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-27-3272

February 14, 2001 8:41 a.m. Carrler: Ekstrom
Insert LC:. THlle: .

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HCR 3034: Industry, Business and L.abor Committee (Rep. Berg, Chalrman) recommends
DO PASS and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS,
2?B%ENT AND NOT VOTING). HCR 3034 was placed on the Tenth order on the
calendar,

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HA-27-3272
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HCR 3034




2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILE/RESOLUTION NOLHCR 3034

Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee
O Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 28, 2001,

o FapeNumber | SideA b SikdeB Mulu i
,,,,,, (3006/01) 2 B S e . l 02
Grzioy 2 x . |1e 10H4
Committee Clerk Signature _/UZ(/J C/ﬁjf’

2y

Minutes:
The meeting was called to order, All committee members, except Senator Tollefson, present,

Hearing was opened on HCR 3034 urging Congress to eliminate the Social Seeurity disability

insurance oftset and supplemental security insurance offset for recipients of workers'
compunsation benefits,

David Kemnitz, NDAFL-CIO, same resolution as one presented in Senate, Social Security
requires that if ND WCB does not offsct they will do it at a higher rate. Social Security views
payments as wage replacement and its not, it is an award for loss of use of a part of your body.
They view it as income and offset this one time award unfairly, This resolution addresses that
concern,

Representative Merle Boucher, District 9, co sponsor, Written testithony attached. A premium
was paid by employer and employee to social security, a premium was paid to workers'

. compensation by employer on behalf of employee, generated by employee’s work and when the




Page 2

Senuto Industry, Business und Labor Committee
i3111/Resolution Number HCR 3034

Hearing Date February 28, 2001,

employee is - injured beeause he/she has income from (wo sourees, income {ron one souree is
reduced. | find this to be wrong because a premium was paid for a benefit and employee entitled
to full benefits, I people are retived they can receive income from different sourees without
reductions, why can't injured workers be treated the sume?

Julie Leor, WCB, to answer questions.

Senntor Muteh: What would be the impact on the fund?

Julle Leer: We have not put together the information beeause of the nature of the resolution,
D Kemnltz: No fiscal impact until next session if Congress abolishes offsel,

Senator Espegard: What percent is offsct?

J Leer: Fifty percent is offsct by the bureau (of the social seeurity amount), Social Security
administration does not recognize it as a wage replacement benefit so they offset the impairment
payments,

No opposing testimony. Hearing closed.

Tape 2-A- 17.1 to 18.2 Discussion held, Amendment is forthcoming,

March 06/01 Tape 2-A-4.1 to 2.8

Committee reconvened. All members present, Discussion held.

Senator Kleln presented an amendment to limit the scope of this resolution to permanent
partial impairment, As it is now it is identical to SCR 4024, With the amendment it would be
different and that way everybody maintains their authorship,

Senator Krebsbach: What would be the fiscal impact?

Senator Klein: I think it would add twenty five thousand a week. If both resolutions pass the
itnpact would be seventy five thousand/wecek.,

Senator Klein moved to adopt amendment and withdrew the motion after committee members
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Senate Industry, Business and Lubor Commitiee
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3034

Hlearing Date February 28, 2001,

requested more time to study the amendment and the fiseal impaet,

Meeting adjourned.

Muarch 12/01 Tape 2-3-7.6 to [ 1.4

Committee reconvened. All members present. Discassion held regarding amendment,
Senator Espegard: Motion: adopt amendment, Senator Klein: Sccond,

Roll call vote: 7 yes; 0 no. Motion carried,

Senator Espegard: Motion: do pass as amended, Senntor Mathern: Seeond,

Roll call vote: 7 yes: 0 no. Motion carried, Floor assignment: Senator Espegard.




PROPOSED AMENDMENTE TO HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO., 3034

Page 1, replace lines 16 and 17 with:

"WHEREAS, an employee injured on the job may veceive a
parmanent partial impairment benefit [rom North Dakota Workers
Compensation based on the injured werker's losy of use of a body
part due to the work in*ury; and

WHEREAS, unlike other states, a permanent partial
impairment award in North Dakota is8 not based on wageg lost or
on the worker's ability to dc his or her job; and

WHEREAS, the social security adminisgstration algo offsets
North Dakota workers’ compensation permanent partial impalrment
awards against social security disability payments even though
the permanent partial impairment awards are not disability
benefits; and

WHEREAS, the offset of permanent partial impairment awardg
results in a substantial loss of benefits to the injured
worker

Page 1, line 22, after “compensation” insert “permanent partial

impairment”

Renumber accordingly




Date: 2/ 1 210/
Roll Call Vote #;

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO,. 30 3¢/

Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee

Subcommittee on

or
Conference Commitlee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken (j{L) }:{z() p*&?lﬂﬁ@/ﬂf
Motion Made B Seconded
otion Mude By | JLQ &0 %’_/_X/L_ B;con ¢ | j/’)’] / 4%/)7 ”

e i s e At + bl ¢+ S = et 1= SURPPN SIS SPPS T Sut A PPy O Py e P ST Ay w

Senators Yes | No Senators Yes | No
Senator Mutch - Chairman N Senator Every v
[ Senator Kiein - Vice Chairman v Senator Mathern
[ Senator Espegard v
l Senator Krebsbach v ]
Senator Tollefson ./ ]I
|

I l

e o e e e e e e S oA e e ity it stembam e oo o amervorag b ——

Total (Yes) 7 No O
Absent (_)
Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




Date: 3 |12/0 |
Roll Call Vote #; <*

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO..30.9 (/

Senate Industry, Business and Labor

Subcommittee on

Committee

or
Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken 7)0 WM QL (Wﬂ/]?/’/ML

Motion Made By Seconded ¢ _
_:Jééﬂ .l.l/.ﬂ;t"J (Y. By xﬁw )77 e

Senators Yes | No Scnators Yes | No
Senator Mutch - Chairman v Senator Every L
Senator Klein - Vice Chairman v’ Senator Mathern 7
anator Espegard e i
Senator Krebsbach vy I
LSenator Tollefson J]

e

e e Y e A T et e P 2 A T oA A et e it 1 b e e e e e e . e~ ot et e} Bt B e ot e e

Total (Yes) 7 No ()

Absent O

-

Floor Assignment MM(MM

If the vote {s on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-43-5454

March 13, 2001 12:46 p.m. Carrier: Espegard
Insert LC: 13094.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HCR 3034: Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Sen. Mutch, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HCR 3034 was placed
on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 2, after "compensation” insert "permanent partial impalrment”

Page 1, replace lines 16 and 17 with:

"WHEREAS, an employee Injured on the job may recelve a permanent partial
Impalrment benefit from the North Dakota Workers Compensation Bureau based on the
injured worker's loss of use of a body part due to the work injury; and

WHEREAS, unlike other states, a permanent partial impairment award in North
Dakota Is not based on wages lost or on the worker's ability to do his or her job; and

WHEREAS, the Social Security Administration also offsets North Dakota
workers' compensation permanent partial impalrment awards against soclal security
disabllity payments even though the permanent partlal impairment awards are not
disability benefits; and

WHEREAS, the offsst of permanent partial impairment awards results in a
substantial loss of benefits to the injured worker;"

Page 1, line 22, after "compensation” insert “permanent partial impairment”

Renumber accordingly

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 811-43.5484
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. HCR 3034
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. Testimony For House Concurrent Resolution No, 3034
Prepared for the House Industry, Business and Labor Committee
Rick Berg, Chairman
Monday - February 12, 2001

Good morning Chairman Berg and members of the House Industry,
Business and Labor Committee. For the record | am Merle Boucher a n.ember
of the North Dakota House of Representatives from District Nine.

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 urges Congress to eliminate the

Social Security Disability Insurance Offset and Supplementary Security Insurance

Offset for recipients of Worker's Compensation Benefits.

Current Federal Law requires that when an individual receives worker's

compensation benefits and supplementary security insurance benefits

simultaneously one or the other must be offset. Simply one of the two benefit

amounts must be reduced.

No other federal program reduces beriefits due to the fact that recipients
also recelve state benefits. It is not very likely that a benefit is reduced under
circumstances where a benefit is being received from a private carrier in addition
to a public benefit.

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 is directing Congress to become

consistent with other programs and what Is done as a matter of standard practice

. in both the public and private sector,




Members of the House Industry, Business and Labor Committee |

recommend that you give HCR 3034 your favorable support. Thank You.

Respectfully submitted by:

G

Representative Merle Boucher




Testimony For House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034
Prepared for the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee
Senator Mutch, Chairman
Wednesday - February 28, 200

Good morning Chairman Mutch and members of the Senate Industry,
Business and Labor Committee. For the record | am Merle Boucher a member
of the North Dakota House of Representatives from District Nine.

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 urges Congress to eliminate the
Social Security Disability Insurance Offset and Supplementary Security Insurance
Offset for recipients of Worker’s Compensation Benefits.

Current Federal Law requires that when an individual receives worker's
compensation benefits and supplementary security insurance benefits
simultaneously one or the other must be offset. Simply one of the two benefit
amounts must be reduced.

No other federal program reduces benefits due to the fact that recipients
also receive state benefits. It is not very likely that a benefit is reduced under
circumstances where a benefit is being received from a private carrier in addition
to a public benefit.

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 is directing Congress to become

consistent with other programs and what is done as a matter of standard practice

in both the public and private sector,




Members of the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee |

recommend that you give HCR 3034 your favorable support. Thank You.

Respectfully submitted by:
)

e

Representative Merle Boucher




