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200I I IOlJSH ST/\NDIN<i C'OMMl'l'Tlil•: MINlJTJ-:S 

BILL/Rl~SOLlJTION NO, I ICR .1034 

I lousu lndustl'y, Business urnl I ,ubor Committ~·c 

□ Conlorcncc C'ommlttcc 

·-•-···--··-··----·--- -- . ·----·•--···---··--·-·-------·-···--•··----·--.. ·· ............................ - .......................... ·•--·--------······ ............... .. 

Committc~· ~lerk Si~nuturc 

Mlnutus: Chairnrnn R. Bc1·g, Vicc~Chui1· 0, Keiser, Rep. M. Ekstrom, Rcr, R. Froelich, Rep. CL 

F1·0Hcth, Rep. R. Jensen, Rep, N. ,Johnson, Rep . .I. Kuspcr, Rep. M. Klein. llcp. Koppung, 

Rep. D, Lemieux, Rep. B. Picl8ch, Rep. D. Ruby, Ifop. D. Severson. Rep. E. Tlwl'pc, 

lk Merle Bouche1\ Sponsor Written testimony This directs Congress to look ut the offset of 

Soclul Secul'ity lnsw·uncc. 

Dnvc Kemnitz: AFLIC/O l support this bill us is. 

Rep Froscth: Whnt is the dollur nmount of injured wot'kcrs? 

Kemnitz: There m·c mot·e thnn 700 employees thut urc benefactors. 

Rep Ekstrom: Have other states incorporated this'? 

Kemnitz: North Dakota would be the lender. 

Dave Tlcley; Neutrnl testimony. The offset wus lo avoid duplication of benefits. Approximutcly 

50% of federal benefits arc offset. Social Security has nothing to do with PPD. 



Pug~ 2 
I louHc 'ndwttry, Business und I .ulmr Commith:c 
BIII/Rcimlutlon Numbcl' I ICR3034 
II curing Dute Feb 12. 200 I 

r1winnun BcrJi&; If !Ill umploycc is hdng n:lmburscd twice for the SLllllC injury l'rolll Social 

Security aml from the Workers Comp Burcm1 ii is heller lllr the worker if ND puys lhl.!m rather 

thnn Wol'kcrs Comp. 

R!;p Lcmi1:ux: I'd like lo sec lhc liscul note 1hr Workers Comp Bureau on un mrnuul busis. 



2001 IIOlJSH ST/\NDJNO COMfv11TTl•:I•: MINlJTl•:S 

BILI./Rl•:SOl.lJTION NO. IICR JOJ4 

I louse Industry, 13uslncss und Lubor ( 'ommittcc 

I lcul'lng Dute l ◄'cb. I 3, 200 I 

-· .. __ Turc. N11mbcr ......... -······· ..... __ Skh.·_ ;\ _. •······ .. ·- ....... _ Sidi: B fvtctcl' II 
- " ... ·-·. ~ ~., . . ·- ·--·· ~ . . . - .... -· . 

3 X ],8-5.0 

Minutes: Chuirnrnn R. (kl'g, Vice-Chair CL Kdsc1', Rep. M. l·'.kstrom, Rep, It Froelich, Rep. Ci. 

Frnscth, Rep, R. Jensen, Rep, N. Johnson, Rep . .I. Kuspcl', Rcp, M, Klein, Rep. Koppang. 

Rep. D. Ll?micux, R<.>p. 13. Pietsch, Rep, D, Ruby. Rep. I), Sevcrson. Rep, E, Thorpe. 

Rep Kuspcr: I move u do puss, 

Rep M, Klein: I second. 

13 yen, 0 nuy, 2 nbscnt Currier Rep Ekstrom 



Dute: ;,i_,. /3 ... o/ 
Roll Cull Vote II: ) 

2001 IIOUSE STANDING COMMITTEJ1: ROLL CALL VOTES 
IJILL/HESOLlJTJON NO, \fC...~c:03'f 

llousc lndustrx, Business ond L,tbor Committee 

Action Tukcn 

Motion Mudc By 

Lcgislutlvc Council Amendment Number .. -·--------------··----

lJo ~-------
~(-M---·· Seconded By ·---' _ _:.._,1..;_-D:l~~,!~.,1-- __ 

~ 

Rcm·cs,1ntntives Yes .i No Rrn t·cst•n tut Ives Yes./ No 
. Chnlrmun- Rlck Berg ✓ Rep. Jim Knspcr ✓,... 
Vice-Chuirmnn George Keiser _, Rep. Mntthcw M. Klein v~ 
Rep. Mary Ekstorm ✓ Rep. Myron Konpunu ✓ 
Rep, Rod Froelich Ren, Doug I ,cmicux V/ 
Rep, Glen Froseth ✓., Rep. Bill Pietsch ✓J 
Rep, Roxanne Jensen / / Rep, Dun Ruby ✓,, 
Rep. Nanc~ Johnson v Rep. Dale C, Severson ✓,/ 

Rep, Elwood Thorpe ✓ -
-

-

Total (Yes) No 0 
" Absent ~ 

Floor Assignment 3ep Ei:A±rorn_-'--__ _ 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 14, 2001 8:41 a,m, 

REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR-27 .. 3272 
Carrier: Eketrom 

Insert LC: • Tltle: , 

HCR 3034: Industry, Business and t.abor Committee (Rep, Berg, Chairman) rocornmonds 
DO PASS and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR ( 13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HCA 3034 was placed on tho Tenth ardor on tho 
calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 



2001 SENATE INDUSTRY, BUSINESS AND LABOR 

llCR 3034 



2001 SENATH STANDING COMMllTEH MINlJTl':S 

BJ LI .IH ESOLlJTION NO, I IC 'I{ .1014 

Scnutc lndwHry, Busim:ss and Lubor Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

I louring Dute February 28, 200 I. 

Minutes: 

. - . ~ - ' - ., . " '.. - --- .. "' -

Side B Mcwr 11 

12.J to 54.5 
17.1 lo 18.2 

. . . 

4.1 to 2.8 .... ~· ' .... -"' ·-

7. () lo 11 .4 
.. - -

The meeting wus culled to order. All committee members, except Senator Tolh:fson, present. 

Heming wus opened 011 HCR 3034 urging Congress to eliminate the Social Security disability 

insurnncc offset and supplemental sccmity insurnnce orn,ct fbr recipients of workers· 

comiwnsation benefits, 

Duvld K,mrnHz, NDAFL-CIO, same resolution us one presented in Scnutc. Social Security 

requires that if ND WCB docs not offset they will do it at u higher rntc. Sociul Security views 

payments us wugc replacement and its not, it is an award for loss of use of a part of your body, 

They view it as income and offset this one time uwurd unfoil'ly, This resolution addresses thut 

concern. 

Representative Merle Boucher, District 9, co sponsor, Written testimony attached, A premium 

wus paid by employer and employee to social security, a premium was paid to workers' 

compensation by employer on behalf of employee, generated by employee's work nnd when the 



Pnl/.C 2 
ScnnhJ Industry, Uusincss und Lnhor Committc'-' 
Bill/Resolution Number I ICR 30~4 
I I curing l>ntc h,bruury 28, 200 I, 

cmployuc Ii-. injured bcc11usc hc/shu hus incoml.! f'rom two so\11\'l.!S, i11co1m: fro111 ot\l.' so11r1:1..• is 

reduced. I flnd this to he wrong bccnusu n prcmiu111 was puid lbr a benefit a11d cmpluycl.' c11titl1.'d 

to f'ull hcncl1ts, II' people ure retired they 1:an rccdvc income frolll dilforc111 sources without 

rcductions1 why cun 't injured workers be treated the smnc? 

,Julio Lc"1\ WCB, to nnswcr questions. 

S~nntor Mutch: Whnt would be thl.l illlpuct on lhe fund'! 

,lullc Leer: We hnvc not put together the i11for111ation because ul' the rn1tlll'l' of !he resolution, 

D KemnH1,; No liscul Impact until ncxl session ii' C'o11gn:ss abollshcs offset. 

Sc111t(or l◄~spcgnrd: Wh1.1t percent is offset'! 

J Leer: Fifty percent is l)rnwt by the bureau (ol' the soda I scl:t1rity amount), Soc in I Security 

ndmi11istrntion docs noi. recognize it as a wage rcplacl.!nH.mt benelit so tlwy offset the impairment 

pnymcnts. 

No opposing testimony. Heuring closed, 

Tnpc 2-A- 17.1 to 18,2 Discussion held, Amendment is forthcoming, 

Murch 06/0 I Tape 2-A-4.1 to 2.8 

Committee reconvened. All mcmbct's pl'escnt. Discussion held. 

Scnntor Klein presented an amendment to limit the scope of this resolution to permanent 

purtlul impairment. As it is now it is idcnticnl to SCR 4024, With the amendment it would be 

different und that way everybody maintains their authorship. 

Senator Krebsbach: Whut would be the fiscal impact'? 

Senator Klein: I think it would add twenty five thousand a week. If both resolutions pass the 

impact would be seventy five thousand/week, 

Senator Klein moved to adopt amendment and withdrew the motio11 {Jftcl' committee members 



P11gc 3 
Scnutc Industry, Buslnom, nnd Lubor Committee 
Bill/lhrnolutlon Number I {CR 30~4 
I !curing Dute Fcbnu1ry 28, 200 I, 

requested moru tim!J to study the amc11dmc1H a11d the 11s<.·nl i111pal.-'L 

Mucting udjourncd. 

Mmch 12/01 Tupv 2-B-7,6 to 11.4 

Conunittcc rcco11vc11cd. /\II members present. Discussion held regarding a1rn:ml111c111. 

Scnutor EspcgH1·d: Motion: udopt umc1ul1mmt. Sc1rn(o1· l<h.•ln: Second, 

Roll cull vote: 7 yes; O 110. Motion cmrkd, 

Scntttoa· Espcgnrd: Motion: do pas~ as amc1Hil:d. Scnutoa· Mn1lu.11·11: Sl.'l'Ulld, 

Roll cull vote: 7 yes: Ono. Motion curried. Floor assignment: Senator bqxigard. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 3034 

P"ge 1, replace lines lG and 1'7 with: 

"WHEREAS, an employee injured on thn Job rna,, rcico i •1c: a 

ponnanent partial impairment benefit Crom North D<'ll•:cJL·., \•/(.)t:kc,rs 

Compensation based on the injured wc1:kcr 1 B 1oirn ol twc· c,t a bc.)dy 

part due to the work in~ury; and 

WHEREAS, unlike othc,:ir states, a perrn{.rnent part.1al 

impairment award in North Dakota is not based 0n wages lost or 

on the worker's ability to de his or her job; and 

WHEREAS, the social security administration a1ao ofb-Jets 

North Dakota workers' compensation pe i:·rnanent pa rt: i al i. mpa i nnen t 

awards against social security disability payments even though 

the permanent partial impairment awards are not disabi.lity 

benefits, and 

WHEREAS, the offset of permanent partial impairment awards 

results in a substantial loss of benefits to the injured 

worker;" 

Page 1, line 22, after \1cornpensation 11 insert 11 permanent partial 

impairment" 

Renumber accordingly 



Dute: ?/ / z/ CJ I 
Roll Cull Vote II: / 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VO'J't;s 
HILl./RESOLUTION NO, .. }{) :3 (( 

Senate lndusJry, Business an_d_L~----------

0 Subcommittee on __ _ 
or 

D Confbrcncc Committco 

Committ~e 

Lcgi!;lutivc Council Amendment Number ····---·------· -·---· 

Action Taken adopt Atr;'tlt(I.V,:01.f.:_ _________ ,~-------
M I McJI3 Is <ld oton U C y 

.kJ #?£> 1)/)Y)Jld_) 
, econ c Jt_tz Ltft22. _____ By 

I - (I 

Scrrntors Yes No Scnn(ors Yes No - ✓ Scnntor Mutch - Chairmun Senator Every ✓ 

Senator Klein .. Vice Chuirmnn v· Senator Muthern ✓ 
Senator Espeuard v -
Scnntor Krobsbnch 1./ ---Scnutor Tollofson \./ --

-
- -

. 

--
--

-
Total 

Absent 

(Yes) . -~? ________ No ___;:z~:;_ __________ _ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date:.:;)/ ,z.} 0 I 
Roll Call Vote#: r;).. 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION N0 •.. 3013 C( 

Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

D Subcommittee on -----------·----~----~---
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 1)0 rz'l{;vj 0/.J {?/Jn.f}J-·Y!/J;d; 

Motion Made By 
{(J/JJ{'tOVlff, By 11 

y fl 
' ., 

Seconded 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Senator Mutch .. Chairman ✓ Senator Everv 
Senator Klein .. Vice Chairman ✓ Senator Mathern 
Senator Espegard ✓ 

Senator Krebsbach ✓ v' 

Senator Tollefson v 

-

Totnl 

Absent 

(Yes) 7 No () ------~------
D 

Floor Assignment ,1112 !cf2?-tl2t1J 
If the vote is on an amendmenl, briefly indicate intent: 

( 

?>Y~ 

Yes No 
✓ 
l/ 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 13, 2001 12:46 p.m. 

Module No: SR-43-5454 
Carrier: Espegard 

Insert LC: 13094.0101 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HCA 3034: Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Sen. Mutch, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended. recommends 
DO PASS (7 YEAS1 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HCR 3034 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 11 line 2, after "compensation" Insert 1'permanent partial impalrment 11 

Page 1, replace lines 16 and 17 with: 

11WHEREAS, an employee Injured on the job may receive a permanent partial 
Impairment benefit from the North Dakota Workers Compensation Bureau based on the 
Injured worker's loss of use of a body part due to the work Injury; and 

WHEREAS, unlike other states, a permanent partial impairment award In North 
Dakota Is not based on wages lost or on the worker•s abllity to do his or her job: and 

WHEREAS, the Social Security Administration also offsets North Dakota 
workers' compensation permanent partial impairment awards against social security 
dlsablllty payments even though the permanent partial Impairment awards are not 
disability benefits; and 

WHEREAS, the offset of permanent partial Impairment awards results in a 
substantial loss of benefits to the Injured worker;" 

Page 11 llne 22 1 after 11compensatlon 11 insert 11permanent partial impairment'• 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 



2001 TESTIMONY 

HCR 3034 



Testimony For How~e Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 
Prepared for the House Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

Rick Berg, Chairman 
Monday - February 12, 200 I 

Good morning Chairman Berg and members of the House Industry, 

Business and Labor Committee. For the record I am Merle Boucher a n ,ember 

of the North Dakota House of Representatives from District Nine, 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 urges Congress to eliminate the 

Social Security Disability Insurance Offset and Supplementary Security Insurance 

Offset for recipients of Worker's Compensation Benefits. 

Current Federal Law requires that when an individual receives worker's 

compensation benefits and supplementary security insurance benefits 

simultaneously one or the other must be offset. Simply one of the two benefit 

amounts must be reduced. 

No other federal program reduces benefits due to the fact that recipients 

also receive state benefits. It. is not very likel)' that a benefit is reduced under 

circumstances where a benefit Is being received from a private carrier in addition 

to a public benefit. 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 is dlt'ectlng Congress to become 

consistent with other programs and what Is done as a matter of standard practice 

In both the public and private sector. 



• 

Members of the House Industry, Business and Labor Committee I 

recommend that you give HCR 3034 your favorable support. Thank You. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

0-~ 
Representative Merle Boucher 



' 
Testimony For House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 

Prepared for the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Senator Mutch, Chairman 

Wednesday - February 28, 200 I 

Good morning Chairman Mutch and members of the Senate Industry, 

Business and Labor Committee. For the record I am Merle Boucher a member 

of the North Dakota House of Representatives from District Nine. 

1,.-louse Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 urges Congress to eliminate the 

Social Security Disability Insurance Offset and Supplementary Security Insurance 

Offset for recipients of Worker's Compensation Benefits. 

Current Federal Law requires that when an individual receives worker's 

compensation benefits and supplementary security insurance benefits 

simultaneously one or the other must be offset. Simply one of the two benefit 

amounts must be reduced, 

No other federal program reduces benefits due to the fact that recipients 

also receive gtate benefits. It is not very likely that a benefit is reduced under 

drcumstances where a benefit ls being received from a private carrier in addition 

to a public benefit. 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3034 Is directing Congress to become 

consistent with other programs and what Is done as a matter of standard practice 

In both the public and private sector. 



Members of the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee I 

recommend that you give HCR 3034 your favorable support. Thank You. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

/6~ 
Representative Merle Boucher 


