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Rep. Sandvig 

Chairman Price: Open hcat·ing on HCR 3045, 

Rep, Sandvig: Prnsentcd Resolution, (Sr;c written testimony.) I have ulwuys thought that \W 

should be pnying pnrcnts for staying home und taking car<.' ofthcil' children instead of tlw state 

subsidizing dny cut·c, nnd this program uppculcd to me, 1 was going to introduce u bill, but 

decided to go with a study resolution instcnd, I huvc some handouts for you on the pl'Ogrnm 

Plcuse give this study 1·csolution n DO PASS r~commcndution so we can look ut nltcmntivcs to 

sending out kids to dny cnre, 



Puge 2 
House Human ~crvices Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3045 
Hearing Date February 19, 200 I 

Rep, Weiler: On line IO it says "proponents of the Minnesota hw contend that paying parents to 

care for their children at home ........ ", Do you think it is a good idea for the state to pay the 

parent to adually do their job to stay home and tukc care of the fr children? 

Rep. Sandvig: These parents would be sending their kids to day care if they weren't staying 

home. It is only 75% of what they would get for sending their kids to day care, and they have to 

be actively looking for ajol\ have been in school, 01· working at the time they became pregnant. 

If they weren't in this program, they would be getting state subsidization. In.stead they lire 

getting 75% of whut they would gd if they put thdr child in the day care. 

Rep, Porter: In the statement on line 6 talking about 12 hours a duy, 7 days a week - for the 

murket vulue it is $36,000 annually, If' the average North Dakota wage earner is right around 

$22,000 u year fol' 40 houl's a week of a full-time job1 whe1·c did you come up with the f1gul'cs 

and people working 7 days a week rnthcr than the normal five, 

Rep, Sandvig: The Legislative Council got that figure, I'm assuming it is bused 011 the amount 

of time and cnrc that it actually takes to take cure of u child. There is a lot of work at being a 

Rep, Porter: So based on what you Hl'e stating in this, we would uctuully be paying people mn:·: 

to stay ut home thun they would be ublc to cnm in the work place if out' uvcrnge wugc is $2tOOO, 

This is snying we would be paying them 75% of $36,000'? 

Rep, Sandvig: No, it is not. Thut is not the figure it would be based on. They would be getting 

75% of whnt they would be getting fot· sending u child to duy cure - what they would be 

subsidized by the stntc fot· sending their child to d!\y cure, It is mostly for the working poor 

families, 



Pugc 3 
House Humun Services Committee 
Blll/Rcsolution Number IICR 3045 
II caring Dute February I 9, 200 I 

Chuirman Pri<.:c: So if the state reimburses, ltw example, at a$ I .25 an hour for the lirst child 

then the slate would reimburse the stay at home parent 75 1¾, of the $1.25 for an avt:ragc day. 

Rep, Sundvig: That is what I undcrstand. 

Vice Chairman Devlin: As a follow up to Rep. Porter's question, you're basing this on 84 hours 

a week instead of 40, Seven days times 12'? 

Rep. Sandvig: That could be where they got the figure, I don't know lbr sure. 

Rep. Klein: Is this pct· child'! 

Rcr,, Sandvig: It is for one child. If they have more than one child at home, they don't get puid 

nny cxtrn. But it nllows them to stay home and take cnt'l: of their other children. Some of' the 

hand outs explain the rates and things like that. 

Rep. Clcury: It should be 24 hours a day. 

Rep. Weisz: I assume the $J6,000 was merely to show how valuable the services me of the stay 

ut home pal'cnt. You mny u comment that you HI'!..) looking at paying for one child. In other 

words~ if they arc in state subsidized child care and they arc getting paid for three kids but even 

under this pl'Oposal they would only gi.:t 75% of the first kid. The othc1· additional childnm 

wouldn't quuli fy for any in home assistance, is that cortcct'? 

Rep, Snndvi~: Tlrnt ls co1·1·cct. 

Rep, Klein: Whut is the incentive going to be to go out and look fol' a job if they arc g~tting pnid 

to stny home. Explain the dollur· nmount'? Docs thut mcut1 you arc going to mukc them take this 

job, or thut suy 111101 I need $7.50 an hourH, Cun you cxplnin thut concept'? 

~ They have to be looking fat• wot·k or huvc hncl to huvc been wo,·king when the 

child wus born. They u1·c not stuying home to get puid, they arc taking u break from work to ho 

home for u little while with the child. The stutc Is poylng more out for the child to be in day cure, 



Pugc 4 
I louse llunrnn Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number IIC'R 3045 
Heuring Duto Fchrunl'y 19. 200 I 

C'buirmun P~: Rep, Klein, tile Minncsotu Bill is in here as introduced. his for '-'hildrcn under 

the ngc of onc1 und it ulso suys the fhmily is limited to 12 months of ussistancc per child, and 

other things urc in here, 

.&uh.. Wcjlc1·: On line D und 14 it talks about the shortages of duy cmc that we have i11 the stutc. 

How cnn we tukc cure of' that problem. nrnybc without doing what this is rcco111111c11<li11g'! If 

thol'C u lnw in having so muny day cares in a ccrtuin arcu'! 

Rep, SllJ.lliyi!J,: There is just a shortugc of' people going into day care now duys. Some of the low 

puymonts they get urc the rcuson for it. 

Rc_p, Weiler: So it is busicully the money the day care is getting in return now is the problem for 

the t1hortagcs'? 

Rep, Sundv.ig: One of the problems is finding day care for small in fonts. It costs much more for 

thom to be tuken cure of. 

Bnrb Arnuldson: I represent North Dukota Associution for the Education of Young Children, 

There is u huge shortage of duy care providers, Infant cure is really hard to come by if you arc a 

parent. The reason for it is because it is the rutio - you have to have one adult for every four 

babies. The older they get, ages three un<l four, you can have one to eight ratio, We 're in favor 

of this bill. Not only is there shortages in day care and we can't serve all the parents that need it, 

but primarily because we feel the need for bonding and attachment is really important for the 

child and parent. The reality is that is not what happens. We have working parents out there, 

and in North Dakota we arc in the top five states that have working parents of children under the 

age of six. The recent data was 69% of all working parents, We can't take care of them. This is 

a good idea1 not only for bonding and attachment1 but we're looking at a specific population here 

and I see John Hougen is here and he could talk to you about the number of families participating 



Pngc 5 
f louso I lumun Services Committee 
Bill/Rcsolution Number I ICR )04~ 
Heuring Dute Fcbruury I'), 2001 

ln the child cure usslstuncu prngrnm. These urc purcnts llmt cnre givers look al as 11at risk". Thl'Y 

arc in low wuge jobs, there is u high tum over rntc in thuir own work1 but tlwy also m~cd a lot of 

parenting skills. Would WIJ would sec if'this is actually studied is the possibility or linking 

purcnting cluss!JH along with. 

Jicp, Pol!crt: When we hud our children, my wi fc and l mmk the linam:inl agn:,.~mcnt that she 

would not work until the kids got to be two or three years old. I las the mood in the stale fo: 

purcnts chm1gcd to where they now want to have the stnte subsidize these programs'! Shouldn't ii 

be the purcnt 's responsibility. Thut is whut we hnd to do nnd I still think that is the right way to 

go'? 

Dorb Arnnldso,1: You urc right. I am a part time worker, but we n:ulizc with om income that we 

don't have the boats, snowmobiles, Wlrnt we're seeing is that u lot of form families that ure 

rrncdlng dunl incomes now. Some parents don't ncccssurily wunt to chose to go to work, but 

many of them do, I would sny thut is there wus a way to nrnkc it on one income, I would think 

Hwy would want to. It isn't always an option for the parent. My family is lucky to havl.."! that 

choice, but there is a huge number· of single parents out there, a huge number of very poor 

working families that don't have a choice, 

John Hou_gsm: Director of Public Assistance, Department of Human Services. (Sec written 

testimony.) I am taking a neutral stand, North Dakota's child care program is funded with the 

federal Child Care Development fund, The state fiscal contribution to this program is the 

maintenance of effort requirement to draw down the federal money. Assistance through the 

Child Care Development Fund must go towards providing child care for families working and/or 

going to school. Funding for the proposed program would have to come from a source other 

than the Fund. 



f>o~c 6 
I louso Humnn Scrvicus Committco 
Bill/Rcsolutiot1 Number HCR )045 
I lcnrlng Dute Fchruury 19, 200 I 

{.'hulrmun Price: Whut you're saying is that we would be 011 ull state dollars unh:ss you lind 

something you urc not uwarc ol? 

J.mUl H~)U~1;n: Minnesotu is funded with state funds. 

~~hujrmnn Pri1cg: Close hcuring 011 IICR J045. 

COMMITTEE \\/ORK: 

Chnlrnmn Price: nc1>. Tlcmnn. 

Rc1>, Tfomun: I nu.kc u motion DO NOT I>uss, 

Rep. Weller: Second. 

Chulrman Pt·lcc: Discussion: 

Rep. Nlcmclel': I think this concept Is u wonderful su1>port of fumlly vulucs, The clinker Is 

that the chlld cure monies cun 't be used to pH)' for this type of a prourum, I stlll would 

oppose a DO NOT PASS hoping thea·c would be some other funding sources. 

Rep. Cleary: I sup1>osc there Is a mutch with federal funds'! 

Chalrmun Price: There wouldn't be for this. 

Rep. Calvin: I think this Is a good concept. It would be better for the children at home, 

but on the other hand a lot of room for manipulation. 

Rep. Sandvig: Mr. Hogan said in the year 2000 we spent over $2,000,000 in state money on 

child care, That ls our state share. If we spend that kind of money for kids to be taken 

care of out of the home, it makes sense to me that we can look at this. 

Rep. Metcalf: This is a study resolution and we don't want to try to study at this particular 

dmc, but I can sec the bcncflts of a child taken care of its mother at home. I've also seen 

where that child would have been a lot better off in a day care center. 



Pugc 7 
) louse I lumun Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number 11( 'R 3045 
Heuring Dute Fcbrnury 19, 200 I 

Clullrnum Price: In lJ,S, Toduy the IQ ofthe mother, If she stays home with the dalld, 

plays In gnrnU)1 with the success of' the child, 

Rep. Welsi: I hu\'e some rcul lsslu.•s with pH)'lnu to t11k" cure of )'our own kids. hut ht 

rcullty Ulcsc kids nren'( going to be 11t lwnu., rcgurdlcss, If ~his wlll cncour·u1,tc rrnt·cncs to he 

home with their kids It Is ulmost nlwuys u good thlni.t, Being tlutt we suhsltHzcd '-'hlld cun1 

dolhu·s anywa)', we should hike n look ut this, 

Rep, Niemeier: The money nnglc Is 1,tolng to he u trndc off, It Is n shift In tlu.' mo,u.i~· 1111d 

less '-!XfHmslvc shift, 

Rep, Sandvig: If they lrnd other children, those kids would ulso he out of tht• <ht~· c,u·c, 

Rep. J>ollcrt: Seems to me this n purndinc shift, that the parents arc going from whnt the~' 

think is best for the child to whut cun I tlnanciully do that is better for the fumlly, 

Chairman Price: Will the clerk cull u roll on a DO NOT PASS. 

7 YEAS, 7 NA VS, 0 ABSENT 

Rep. Nlomclcr: I move a DO PASS, 

Rep. Cleary: Second. 

8 YEAS, 6 NA VS, 0 ABSENT 

CARRIED BY H.EP. CLEARY 
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REPORT OP STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR•30·3922 
Carrier: Cleary 

Insert LC: , Title: , 

HCA 3046: Human Servloea Committee (Rep. Price, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(8 YEAS, 6 NAYS1 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), HOR 3045 was placed on the 
Tenth order on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-30-3922 
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2001 SENATE STI\NDING COMMITTEE MINUTl:S 

BILL/IU•:SOLUTION NO, I !CR 304~ 

Senate I lumun Services Conunittcc 

□ Conference Committee 

Heuring Dute Murch 14, 200 I 
,.. __ ,. .......... -------..-·------- ....... --•-.. -·-"-"'"•" ·-•~··•···•---··••·· - ·- .. . 

_______ Tupc Number ______________ Sidc_A_ __ ___ __ _ .. -~i_~f~_J1 ____ _ 
I X 

The heuring wns opened on HCR 3045, 

Meter II 

REPRESENTATIVE SALLY SANDVIG, Sponsor, introduced bill. (Written testimony) 

.. H) 4 .. , 

$2,075, I 04. State t\tnds being spent on child cure, SENATOR MATHERN: In the case of 

quality child care, would these homes have some kind of inspection, REP. SANDVIG: There is 

no home inspection; some parenting skills classes, SENATOR KILZER: Whut arc the ages of 

the children? REP. SANDVIG: Under the uge of 1 year, There arc no Fcdcrnl funds, Other 

testimony was presented from providers. 

BARB ARNOLD-TENGESDAL. ND Assoc., Education of Young Children, supports the 

resolution (Written testimony) 

EARLEEN FRIEZ, Licensed Family Child Care, supports resolution. (Written testimony) 

Neutral position. 



Pugc 2 
Sonnto l-lumnn Sorviccs Committee 
BIII/Rosolutlon Number HCR 3045 
Heuring Duto Murch 14, 200 I 

JOHN I IOUGAN, Dept of I lumun Services, offered information (Written tl.lstimo11y) h111ds 

would hove to come from some place other than child cure, SHNATOR MATI I1·:l<N: Any talk 

ol' l ◄'cdcrnl (\mding progrum like this? MR, IIOUGAN: Not aware ol' any, M inncsolu has a 

v11rloty of r>rogrums. 

No other testimony. The llcuring was closed on I ICR 3045. 

Discussion ensued. SENATOR MATI IERN nwvcd a DO PASS on 11( 'R 3045, Sl·:NATOR 

FISCHER seconded the motion, Roll call vote carried 5-1-0. SENATOR KII.ZEI~ will ~arry th~ 

bill. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HCA 3046: Human Servloea Committee (Sen. Lee, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
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Fourteenth order on the calendar. 
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HCR 3045 



l~cstimony 
l1ousc Concurrent Resolution 3045 

Representative Sally Sandvig 
Before I-louse J-lun1an Services Co111111Utcc 

Chairwoman Price & 111cn1bcrs of the l-lu111nn Services Conunlttcc: 

For the record I'm RcJJrcscnta1ivc Sully Sandvig frorn District 21 in 
Fargo and l'n1 hca·e to Introduce House c:oncurrcnt Resolution 3045 
to you which would direct the Lcglslntlvc Council to study the 
feasibility and dcslrnblllty of establishing an at-ho1nc infant child 
care program. 

I became aware of the at-hon1c Infant child care program at the 
Midwestern Council of' State Govcrn1ncnts annual meeting in 
Minneapolis last August where l\1inncsota Representative Richard 
Mulder had a booth in the innovations section and Minnesota won 
an award for this program. 

I have always thought that we should be 1>aying parents for staying 
home and taking care of their children instead of the state 
subsidizing day care, and thi& prog1·a1n appealed to me. I was going 
to introduce a bill, but decided to go ,vith a study resolution instead. 

I have some handouts for you on the program. I particularly 
enjoyed reading the comments of the parents who participated in 
the program. 

Please give this study resolution a do pass recon11nendation so we 
can possibly look at an alternative to sending our kids to day care. 

Thank you. 
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AT-HOME INFANT CHILD CARE PROGRAM ~~i 
(Minnesota Rules Chapter 3400.0235) ~~ 

Subpart t. Purpose and appllcabillty, This part governs the administration of the at-horn;\ \ 
infant child care program. Beginning Ju]y 1, 1998, a family in which a parent provides care for \i ~ 
the family's infant child may receive a subsidy in lieu of child care assistance if the family is ~ 
eligibl~ for, or is receiving assistance under) the basic sliding fee program governed by parts ~ "--
3400.0010 to 3400,0230. \~ 

Subp. 2, Administration of atwbome infant child care program. The commissioner shall 
establish a funding pool of up to seven percent of the annual appropriation for the basic sliding 
fee program to provide assistance under the at~home infant child care program. Within the limits 
of available funding, the commissioner shall make payments to counties for expenditures under 
the at-home infant child care program. Participation in the statewide pool shaJl be determined 
based on the order in which requests are received from counties. Following the birth of an 
infant, counties shall submit family requests for participat.ion in the at-home infant child care 
program on forms provided by the commissioner. The commissioner shall respond within seven 
days to county inquiries about the availability of funds. The commissioner shall monitor the use 
of the pool and if the available funding is obligated. the commissioner shall create a waiting list 
of at .. home infant child care referrals from the counties. As funds become available to the pool, 
the commissioner shall notify counties in which eligible families on the waiting list reside. 

At the end of the state fiscal year, any unspent funds must be used for child care assistance 
under the basic sliding fee program. 

Subp. 3. General elfglblllty requirements. Items A to E govern eligibility for the program. 

A. Eligible families must meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section J 198.06 J, 
subdivision 2. For purposes of this subpart, "other cash assistance" under Minnesota St1.ilutes, 
section l 19B.061, subdivision 2, means other public cash assistance and includes the work first 
program under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256K. "Other child care assistance" under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 119B.061, subdivision 2, means MFIP child care assistance, transition year 
child care assistance, subsidized adoption payments designated to cover child care costs 
associated with participating in job search, employment, or education, and the postsecondary 
child care grant program ad.ministered by the Minnesota Higher Education Services Office under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 136A, 125. 

B. A family is eligible to receive assistance under the at-home infant child care program if 
one parent provides full-time care for the infant. The eHgible parent must meet the requirements 
of Minnesota Statutes, section 119B.061, subdivision 3, The requirements of caring for the 
infant full-time may be met by one or both parents. Eligible parents include parents, stepparents, 
guardians and their spouses. Nonfamily members may provide regular care for the child but are 
limited to a maximum of ten hours of care per week. 



C. A family may apply for the at-home infant child care program before the child is born or 
anytime during the infant's first year. Following the birth of a child, a family is cligiblr to ( 
receive a subsidy under the at-home infant child care program when application to the program is 
made and when funding is available. A family shall only receive subsidy payments through the 
infant's twelfth month. "Infant" means a child from birth through 12 months of age and includes 
adopted infants. 

D. A family is limited to a lifetime total of 12 months of at-home infant child care 
assistance. Al the time of application to the program, the parent or parents must dee I arc whether 
they have previously panicipatcd in the at~homc infant child care program or used any portion of 
the MFIP one~ycar infant exemption under Minnesota Statutest chapter 256J. If the parent or 
parents declare that they have participated in the at-home infant child care program or used the 
MFIP one-year infant excmptiont the commissioner shall, at the request of the county, infonn the 
county of the remaining months of eligibility for the at-home infant child care program. 

E. At the time of application to the at~home infant child care program, the family must be 
eligible according to part 3400.0040, subpart 5, and Minnesota Statutes, section 1198.061, 
subdivision 2, clause (4), and be income-eligible based on these activities, When a family is 
placed on a waiting list for the basic sliding fee program after a preliminary determination of 
eligibility under part 3400.0060, subpart 6, the family will be eligible to apply for the at-home 
infant child care program when the family's name moves to the top of the waiting list. If a family 
is still on the waiting list after leaving an authorized activity due to the birth or impending birth 
of the infant, the family will be eligible to apply for the at-home infant child care program when 
the family's name moves to the top of the waiting list. 

F. During the period a family receives a subsidy under the at-home infnnt child care 
program, the family is r1ot eligible to receive basic sliding fee child care assistance for the infant 
or nny other child in the family. 

Subp. 4. Continued eHglblUty under bask sliding fee program. When families end their 
pnrticipntion in the al•homc infant child care program, they must be served under the basic 
sliding fee program if they request continued child care assistance and otherwise meet all 
eligibility factors for the basic sliding fee program. 

Suhp. 5. Assistance 1>aymcnts. Items A t0 C govern assistance payments under the at.)10mc 
infant child care program, 

A. The number of months of at-home infant child cure participation used shall be credited to 
the eligible parent. If the eligible parent later fom1s a new family, the number of months of 
ut-hornc infant child care subsidy received in combination with the months of the MFIP infant 
exemption used under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256J, shu11 be subtracted from th~ maximum 
assistance available under this part, 

fl The maximum subsidy must be at 75 percent of the rate cstnblished under Minnesota 
Slatutcs, section 1198.131 for full-time care of infants in llccnscd family day cure in the 



applicant's county of residence. There is no additional subsidy for infants with special needs. 
The maximum subsidy for full-time care shall be convened to a monthly amount. From that 
monthly amount, the county must subtract the family's monthly copayment required by part 
3400.0100 to determine the final at-home infant child care monthly subsidy for the family. 

C. Family income shall be cletcnnined or redetermined at th~ time a family applies for the 
at-home infaut child care program. Family income shall be annualized from the beginning of the 
month in which the family would first participate in the at-home infant child care program. 
Family income includes: 

( 1) subsidy payments received as part of the at-home infant child care program. According 
to Minnesota Statutes, section l 19B.061, subdivision 4, paragraph (b)1 counties shall use the 
copayment amount the family was paying or would have paid under the basic sliding fee 
program to estimate the subsidy payment; 

(2) income from vacation )eave; 

(3) sick or temporary disability benefit payments; and 

(4) other income the family may receive while participating in the at-home infant child care 
program, as dctcrn1incd under part 3400.0170 and Minnesota Statutes, section 1198.011 1 

subdivision 16. 

Excluded income is defined in part 3400.0l 70 1 subpart 6, and Minnesota Statutes, section 
1198.01 1, subdivision 16. The calculation of the family copaymcnt fee is described in part 
3400.0100, subpart 4. 

D. For purposes of counting the numbc,~ of months that a farni ly has participated in the 
at-home infant child care program, any port.ion of a month in which a family receives a subsidy 
under the at-home infant child care program is considered a full ml)nth of participation in the 
at~hornc infant child care program. 

For purposes of calculating the at-home infant child care pmgram copaymcnt and suhsidy in 
the first month, the county shall use the method described in pru1 3400.0 I 00, subpart 41 item E. 
In addition 1 the county shall prorate the subsidy received in the first and last month of 
participation according to subitems ( l) to (4). 

( 1) If the family participates in the at-home infant child care program during the month in 
which the infant is born, the subsidy must be prorated to cover the number of cu lcndar days from 
the date of birth until the end of the month. 

(2) If the family participates in the at-home infant child cnrc program during the month or 
the infant's first birthday, the subsidy must be prorated to cover the number of calendar dnys 
from the beginning of the month to the date of the infant's first birthday, 



(3) If the eligible parent leaves employment or another authorized activity in order to 
participate in the at-home infant child care program, the subsidy must be prorated to cover the 
number of calendar days from the date the eligible parent leaves the authorized activity to the end 
of the month. 

(4) If the eligible parent returns to an authorized activity and will no longer be participating 
in the at-home infant child care program, the subsidy must b~ I •torated to cover the number of 
calendar days from the beginning of the month to the date the parent returns to the authorized 
activity. If all other eligibility conditions are met, the family shall be eligible to receive basic 
sliding fee child care assistance beginning on the day the eligible parent returns to the authorized 
activity. 

Subp. 6. County responsibilities. Items A to D govern county responsibilities for the 
program. 

A. In addition to duties required under parts 3400.0140 and 3400.0J 60, counties shall 
pcrfom1 the following functions to administer the at .. homc infant child care program: 

( 1) establish the subsidy amount; 

(2) dctcm1ine an estimated length of time the family will participate; 

(3) detcm1inc avaibbility of and encumber ongoing basic sliding fee funding; 

( 4) consult with the commissioner on the availability of funds; 

(5) forward applicant informntion as designated to the commissioner; 

(6) issue payments under the at-home infant child care program; and 

(7) notify the commissioner when a family's participation 1n the at-home infant child care 
program ends, 

B, A county may not accept a family as a participant in the at-home infant child care 
program without sufficient basic sliding fee program funds to pay for the family's anticipated 
cost of child care assistance after a fnmilyts participation in the at-home infant child care program 
ends. 

C. During program pnrticipotion, the county shall upply hilling procedures established under 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 1 19B, to issue the monthly at-home infant child care subsidy to 
families. 

D. When a family's participation in the at-home infant child care program ends, the county 

(

,J 

( 

shall send the family and the commissioner a notice lndic&1ting the number of months the family ( 
participated in the at-home Infant child cnre program in that county. 



' 

Subp. 7. Data collection. The commissioner shall develop and implement an evaluation plan 
for the at-home infant child care program. Counties must participate in data collection for the 
evaluation and must adjust their data collection to reflect changes in the evaluation plan, 

STAT AUTH: MS§ 119B.02; 1198.061 

HIST: 23 SR 1625; L 1999 c 205 art 5 s 21 



AT~HOME INFANT CHILD CARE PROGRAI\1 
(Summary of Minnesota Statutes) 

The At-Home Infant Child Care program is a state-level set-aside under the Basic Sliding Fee 
program that helps parents pay for child care while tbey arc working1 looking for work 1 or going 
to school. AtNHome Infant Child Care helps families with children under one year of age cover 
some of the costs of staying home and caring for their infant by providing a subsidy in lieu of 
child care assistance. 

A family with an infant under one year of age is eligible for assistance if: 
• the family income is under 75% of state median income; 
• the parent staying home is 18 years or older; 
• the parent will care for the infant and any other children eligible for child care 

assistance fullNtime in the home; 
• the family was participating in an authorized activity (working, looking for work 1 

going to school) before the child was born; 
• the family has not previously received the life-long total of 12 months of 

assistance under the At•Home Infant Child Care program; and 
• the family is not currently receiving MFIP cash assistance or other cash or child 

care assistance. 

The maximum rate of assistance a family may receive is 75% of the rate cstabli~hcd for the care 
of in fan ts in licenced family child care in the family's county of residence. The assistance a ( 
family receives must be calculated to reflect the parent foe requirement under the Basic Sliding 
Fee program, family income level, and family size. Participating families arc required to report 
income changes as specified in their county's plan and must treat any assistance received as 
uncamcd income, 

Any family that is admitted to the At·llomc Infant Child Care program will retain their position 
in the Basic Sliding Fee program or on any waiting list. The family will continue to advance on 
the waiting list as if they had 11ot been admitted to the program. A family leaving the At-Home 
Infant Child Care program re•entcrs the Basic Sliding Fee program at the position they would 
have occupied or the waiting list at the position to which they would have advanced, Families 
that have attained eligibility to the Basic Sliding Fee program must be given assistance or 
advance to the top of the waiting list when they leave the At~Homc Infant Child Care program. 
Families admitted to the At-Home Infant Child Care program that are not on a Basic Sliding Fee 
waiting list mny apply to the Basic Sliding Fee program, and if eligible, be placed on a waiting 
I isl. 

The counties administer the At-Home JnfarH Child Cnrc program under the supervision or the 
state Department of Child1·en 1 Families and Leaming. 

\ 



AT~IIOME INFANT CHILD CARE PROGRAJ\il 
(Minnesota Statutes§ 119B.06l) 

Subdivision 1. Establishment A family in which n parent provides care for the family's 
infant child may receive a subsidy in lieu of assistance if the family is eligible for, or is receiving 
assistance under the basic sliding fee program. An eligible family must meet the eligibility 
factors under section 1 198.09, the income criteria under section 119B.12, and the requirements 
of this section. Subject to federal match and maintenance of effort requirements for the child 
care and development fund, the commissioner shall establish a pool of up to seven percent of the 
annual appropriation for the basic sliding fee program to provide assistance under the at~home 
infant child care program. At the end of a fiscal year, the commissioner may carry forward any 
unspent funds under this section to th<.: next fiscal year within the same biennium for assistance 
under the basic sliding fee program. 

Subd. 2. Eligible families. A family with an infant under the age of one year is eligible 
for assistance if: 

(1) the family is not receiving MFIP, other cash assistance, or other child care assistance; 
(2) the family has not previously received all of the one-year exemption from the work 

requirement for infant care under the MFIP program; 
(3) the family has not previously received a Ii fc-long total of 12 months of assistance 

under this section; and 
(4) the family is participating in the basic sliding fee program or provides verification of 

participation in an authorized activity at the time of application and meets the program 
requirements, 

Suhd. 3, Eligible parent. A family is eligible for assistance under this section if one 
parent cares for the family's infant child. The eligible parent must: 

( 1) be over the age of 18; 
(2) care for the infant full-time in the infant's home; and 
(3) care for any other children in the family who are eligible for child care assistance 

under this chapter. 
For the purposes of this section, 11 parent 11 means birth parent, adoptive parent, or 

stepparent. 
Subd, 4. Assistance. (a) A family is limited to a lifetime total of 12 months of assistance 

under this section. The maximum rate of assistance is equal to 75 percent of the rate established 
under section 1198.13 for care of infants in licensed family child care in the applicant's county of 
residence. Assistance must be c1Jculated to reflect the paren( fee requirement under section 
1198.12 for the family's incomt.:' level and family size. 

(b) A participating family must report income and other family changes as specified in the 
county's plan under section 1198.08, subdivision 3. The family must treat any assistance 
received under this section as unearned income. 

(c) Persons who are admitted to the at-home infant care program retain their position in 
any basic sliding fee program or on any waiting list attained at the time of admittance. If they art' 
on the waiting list, they must advance as if they had not been admitted to the program. Persons 
leaving the ut•home infant care program re-enter the basic sliding fee program at the position 
they would have occupied or the waiting list at the position to which they would have advanced. 



Persons who would have attained eligibility for the basic sliding fee program must be given ( 
assistance or advance to the top of the waiting list when they leave the at~homc infant care 
program. Persons admitted to the at-home infcmt care program who arc not on a basic sliding fee 
waiting list may apply to the basic sliding fee program, and if eligiblc 1 be placed on the waiting 
list. 

(d) The time that a family receives assistance under this section must be deducted from 
the one-year exemption from work requirements under the MFIP program. 

(e) Assistance under this section does not establish an employer-employee relationship 
between any member of the assisted family and the county or state. 

Subd. 5. Implementation. (a) The commissioner shall implement the at-home infant 
child care program under this section through counties that administer the basic sliding fee 
program under section 119B.03. The commissioner must develop and distribute consumer 
infonnation on the at-home infant care program to assist parents of infants or expectant parents 
in making infonned child care decisions. 

(b) The commissioner shall evaluate this program and report the impact to the legislature 
by January 1, 2000. The evaluation must include data on the number of families participating in 
the program; the number of families continuing to pursue employment or education while 
participating in the program; the average income of families prior to, during, and after 
participation in the program; family size; and single parent and two-parent status. 

HJST: 1997 c 162 art 4 s 22; 1999 c 205 art 1 s 24 
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At-Home Infant Child Care (AH/CJ Program 

e At--Home Infant Child Care (AHIC) 
gram helps families with children 

under one year of age cover son1e of the 
costs of staying home and caring for their 
infant. The program provides child care 
assistance funding to fan1ilies who 
qualify to stay home for the first year of , ·. · •,,, .... 
the baby's life. 

Families are eligible for up to one year of state 
assistance if the parent of a child is the full-time 
care-giver for the child in the child's home. The 
state assistance is 75 percent of the average cost of 
licensed family day care for an infant in the child's 
county of residence, and is based on the size and 
income of the child's fam.ily. Through lower ta.xes 

and lower childcare costs, this program adds between $3,000 and 
$5,000 to the participating family's inco1ne. 

To qualify for Al/IC, families 1nust.· 

•:• Be working, going to school, or looking for work 
before the baby's birth. 

•:• M·eet inco1ne guidelines and care for their infant 
full-time in their home 

•:• Not currently receive Minnesota Family Invest1nent 
Progratn (MFIP) cash assistance 
Not currently receive child care assistance 



John L. Hougen 

01/22/2001 02:12 PM 

Rep. Sandvig 

To: Sally M. Sandvlg/NDLC/NoDak@NoDak 
cc: 

Subject: Chlld Care 

In federal fiscal year 2000, $2,075,104 In state money was spent on child care. This represents the 
amount we had to spend to receive our full federal allocr.1tion. 

I will give you the allowable maximum payments we make for child care. It varies by the age of the child 
and the type of facility, 

Provider Type 

yrs) 

Center/Group 
pHr month 

Infant 
(Birth to 2 yrs) 

$460 per month 

Licensed Famlly$440 per month 

Self-Certified Family/ 
Registered $440 per month 
per month 

Approved Relative $280 per month 
per month 

Please call If you have further questions. 

Toddler Other 
(2 to 3 yrs) (3 to 13 

$440 per month $400 

$400 per month $380 per month 

$370 per month $360 

$260 per month $260 



,. 

~ ',RENT RESPONSES TO AHIC EVALUATION 
,-..., ,~wars to open-ended questions 

I t:U lJ .<:VVl .11 • 10 

Attachment E 

Why did you ch00$e to parllcipate in the At-Home Intent Child care Program? 

Of the nineteen parents who responded to this question about what lniually motivated 
them to participate In AHIC, nine gave developmental and bonding reasons for 
partJclpatJn\J. 
• I 1hought ~ would be a great opportunity for my kids and I to spend a liffle more time 

together especially with a new baby. 
• We felt that Is was extremely important to have a parent stay home with our child for 

the first year. the developmental advantages of a chlld staying at home are 
undeniable, 

• Because I wanted to stay home with my child, 
• I chose It becsuse I llke to stay at home with my baby since she was so young, But 

now I am working, I also chose tt because tt was hetpful to me. 
• Because l had one month without pay during my maternity leave from work and I 

would afso be able to stay home a couple weeks longer with my infant. 
• I wanted to be home with rny child. 
• To beneflt my ehlld, I felt tt was better for my chUd to be cared for by me rather than 

daycare. 
• So I could stey home wtth my daughter. 
• Because I feel the flrat two year'$ of a ehtld1s lffe are the rnost Important to have at 

least one parent always there. Day care Is so expensive and I don1t trust anyone 
who watches more than one baby, A baby Is a 24 hour& job alone, 

Another five gave financlal reasons. 
• I knew that my ohfld care blll~ would be more than I could afford at the time. 
• Supplement my Income whlle on matemtty leave 
• I was not being paid my fuU salary while on leave and I needed the help financlally, 
• Financial help, 
• Supplemental family lncome beoause I quit work when I had my baby. 

Two merely stated that they partlolpated beoauae It was available, 
• Beoauee ij was offered to ma. 
• Day care assistance wor1<er notified me of the program whUe waJtlng for BSF. 

The f1nal three gave reasons that were eHher a combination of the above reasons, or 
ambiguous. 
• AHIC sounded like a program that woufd help absorb some of the flnanclal burden of 

being e stty at home morn. Coat of daycare Is very expensive. Emotionally 
financially, So It Is wonderful to be able to stay home during the first months. 

• Matemtty leave. 
• To make It eaale.r on my children and myself, 

02/29/00 
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What were the benefits for you, your family and your infant in participating in the At­
Home Infant Child care Program? 

Again, when listing the actual benefits, seven families stated bonding and 
developmental Issues. 
• Spending time with ohild/chUd spel'ldlng time with me, 
• My kids ond I were able to spend more time together and more mother and newborn 

bonding. 
, Having as much time as possible with my baby before returning to work 
• The benefrts were that I got to stay home wiih my son and he didn't have to be In 

daycare. He would be at home with me. 
• Able to take complete care of my child. Able to watch h;s first year of development .. 

Child wat healthier. Able to eare for myself better. Less stress. It was wonderful! I 
loved and wlll eherish thoae memories forever, wish it lasted longer. 

• No daycare. 
• To see her grow, 
• I got to stay home wtth my daughter. My husband know his daughter was In good 

hands ·and didn't have to worry about strangers watching her, My family says our 
daughter Is so relaxed. I believe because she know mommy Is there for her every 
need. 

Six listed ttnanclal beneftts. 
• lncorne for my family while on maternity leave . 

. • Provided flnat"lclal support for child's needs, 
• Getting extra money. 
• It was lneoma to help pay for baby supplies while I was home with son without ohlld 

support or work benefits. 
• Helped out finanelally with rent whlle on matemrty leave, 
• I was able to stay home longer with my children and I was not under as much stress 

to get my bills paid for the month. 

Four fisted a combination of benefits, both bOndlng and finanolal. 
• Flnanolal made It possible to have a parent stay home with our chlld. It gave the 

"stay-at-home dad" a feeling of still flnanclally providing for our hou~hold, It has 
b$en obvious that our baby waa lrnpaoted1 he Is secure and dovalopmentally excels, 
We have three other ohlldren that did not have to attend ohlld care centers during 
the time on the program, 

• It hae made it possible to spend more time at home wfth my son [rather] than more 
time at wort<. It ha8 aleo helped me to continue to go to college full-time, 

• The beneflta were that I got to stay home with my child and take care of her and it 
helped ua buy stuff for our baby. 

• So I dfdn1 havtt to work •oash • spending more time together as a femlly, 

One parent did riot en1wer this question. 

02/29)00 
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Was It df"1cult to partlclpat, In AHIC? If so why? 

Two parents listed reasons why It wa,t dlfflcuJt (or somewhat difficult) to participate: 
• Be1ld11 my not liking to get help from the county or other people nothing wae 

dffflouft to participate, 
• It was dlffl04Jtt beoauae my Income was subetantlally lower, 

The other fifteen parents did not Indicate that It had been dlffleutt. 

How could this progrem b& Improved? 

Ten parents responded to the question about how this program could be Improved. 

Five made do not think tt needs Improvement: 
• I don~ think thle program needs any lmpro\lement. 
• AHIC Is • good experience for me. I have no suggestions for Improvement, 
• It worked fine for me. 
• I thought It was great program. It helped us so I could epend more time with my 

children and not a friend or famlly member to stay with them. 
• I llked the program. 

()ne Indicated that more Information needs to be distributed: 
, More understanding of what AHIC Is. 

One stated that the age llmlt of twelve months should be extended. 
, Extend It to 18 months. 
• Go for tt least two years and also have It for every chlld (newbom) In a family, 

fnstead of only one ohlld, 

Three stated that the subsidy level should be raised: 
• Although the flnanolal assistance made it possible to stay home with our chlldren, we 

deflnltely struggled flnanolally during this time period. An Increase in subsidy may 
have made tt possible to stay home the full first year, When our oh lid was 1 0 
months old, we flnanclally had to ha\'e both parents work. 

• I feel that parents should etay home with their children for the flrot yoar, I think thlG 
program would be Improved by raising Income por month so more parents can stay 
home with their ohlldren. 

• Maybe you could pay more than $1.80 per hour. It Just d~sn~ seem like a whole 
lot. 

('2/29/00 
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11 0&torud1 On1 11 

<Oru.Oatorud@stato, 
mn,ua> 

02/16/2001 11·04 AM 

Reprenentative Sandvig1 

To: '"1;1:wndvig@1>lnlo.nd.us'" <ssa11dvi9@stnto nd us> 
cc: "Rao, EljrntJoltl" <Eliiabotlt.Roo@slnlo.mn us> 

Subject: Mlnnosota At-Homo lnfnnl Caro Progrnm 

'l'he Minmwota At-Home Infant Care Program currently ls funded tluouqh thri 
otate child care aaaiatance proqrarn, The lr1giolature hao allocatod 
$1,000,000 from atate funds for child care for this program, 'l'lle i:1mount ii 

family receives is baoed on the pRrent foe schedule for child c~re 
aooiotanc0, A parent ia el ig1ble 1-:,r '75% of the amount they would rocel v<~ 
for child oare aaoisto.nce, baaed on income and family rJi zc1, 

l am oending you by fax a copy of the budgot pago deac:ribing the p1oqu1m t111d 
a report done for the legislat~re on the program, which includeo the 
statutory authority for the program and the rules administering it. 

'l'he program is new and haa not used moot of the funding availuble for it, 
The original author of the program haa introduced a bill this oeoaion to 
lengthen the time a family could part.idpate in the program, inc1ear1fl the 
amount of money avai 1 able to participant a and change the way income in 
calculated for the program, a change which would also increase the amou11t of 
money available to the participants. The House author is Repre0e1,,ta ti ve 
Richard Mulder. He can be reached at (651) 296-4336 or by e-mail ,,t 
rep,richard,mulder@house,1eg,state,mn.us 
<mailto:rep,richard.mulde:r~llhouse.leg,stnte.mn.us> . His bill io H.F. 504 
and can be obtained through the internet at www.house.leg,state,mn.ufl 
~http1//www.houoe.leg,etate.mn,uo> . 

I would be happy to answer any further questions you may have abolit the 
program, My phone number is (651} 582-8363. 

Sincerely, 

Dru Osterud 
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&JOGET ACl1VllY S\WARY 

Budget AcUYlty: 

P.-ogram: 
Agency: 

MAP CHILO CARE. BAS.C SUOlKG FEE CHILO 
CAftE.CtlllD CARE INTEGRITY 
EARLY C"rffl.DHOQD PllCGRMIS 
CHIUlREN. FAMlt.JES& LEARNING 

Star. Cllatlcn: 111..S. t 118 

fed.,-.J Citation: P.L 104--tn. Tille VI P.L t.?1-508 

ACTMTY PRQA:,.E: 

&.utfres iru:flcaf& Ua.d wa:ess in school i& •~ relat8d 1o a Child"s eady 
d"lldhood e(Jttlf8'l1Ce. Ctwd~ wilh mtdlipe tls1'. factef$ (1c»v income. pcor 
acceH lo heallh Qll"e aad nwiffun. UMl.abla lmulling. ~} ~ le&. li"8ty 1o 
~ success in school unfua they han aa:esa to rompr~ high 
q11alllychild care fhll meeta lhe dlifds. dew'elopmMbll needs whilefheir pareals 
.,.. WOtfdng.. 

• Child care 1111bckllas are &Vllilable to law-i11ccme fanlies who paflicipaf,!-. 
welfare irafaan ac:tivfflea. Mmneaola Famly ltlVtlldme111 Plo~a, {MAP) 
<:Md cant. and famtUes who llfft not conneded io au:b ~ 
programs (Basft;S."d..--. Fee (BSF) dldd are}.. 

• Child ca,e as5istance i5. designed to ellow fow..tnaJme pa-renlS 1o chot)sa 

fr~m me ume child care ~ Dull are availabfe lo pivale pay 
paueril:5. 

• County twmoo uwlce agencia admirus!er file pogr..ms. 
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Minnesota 
l.1gl1l1turt Homt I turoh I Help I Llnk1 lo lht World 

House of Representative.~ 

KEY: ttt11iolutn ., old language to be removftd 
irnsi~U~.f1QQJ:~g "' new language to b8 add,Jd 

NOTE: If you cunnot sec uny diffcnmcc i11 the key above, you lll'l1d to ~hang.c !he display of strkkcn 
nnd/or underscored lunguugc. 

11,F No. 504, us Introduced: H2nd Lcglslutl\'c Session (2001-2002) Posted on Feb L 200 I 

1.1 
1.2 
l. 3 
1.4 
1.5 
1.6 
1. 7 
1.8 
1.9 
1.10 
1.11 
1.12 
1, 13 
1.14 
1. 15 

' 1, 16 
1.17 
1.18 
1.19 
1,20 
1. 21 
1. 22 
1.23 
1.24 
1. 25 
2.1 
2.2 
2.3 
2,4 
2.5 
2.6 
2,7 
2.8 
2.9 
2.10 
2, 11 
2.12 
2.13 
2.14 
2.15 
2.16 

A bill for an act 
relating to fr.tmily and (Hl.tly childhood education; 
modifying thr.-1 at-home infant child care program1 
amending Minnesota StatutNJ 2000, ooct ion 11913. 06 J., 
aubdiviaions 2 and 4. 

88 IT ENAC'I'ED BY 'l'llE LEOl SLATURE OF THE f.iTA'rE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section l. Minnesota Statutes ~000, section 1198,061, 

subdivision 2, ia amended to read: 
Subd. 2. {ELIGIBLE FAMILIES,] J~l A family with an infant 

under the age of one year ia eligible for aoaistance it: 
(1) the family is not receiving MFIP, other cash 

aasistanco, or other child care ~aaistance; 
(2) the family has not previously received all of the 

one-year exemption from the work requirement for infant care 
under the MFIP program, 

(3) the family has not previously received a life-long 
total uf ~ J..§_ months of assistance under this section; and 

(4) the family is participating in the basic sliding fee 
program or provides verification of participation in an 
authorized activity at the time of application and mee~3 the 
program requirements. 

Jp) A family is lirni~ed to 12 months of assistance _per 
ghiLcL. 

Sec, 2, Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 119B.061, 
subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

Subd. 4. [ASSISTANCE.) (a) A family is limited to a 
lifetime total of~]~ months of assistance under~ 
eeeeio~ subdivision 2. The maximum rate of assistance is equal 
to~ ~.Q percent of the rate established under section 1198,13 
for care of infants in licensed family child care in the 
applicant's county of residence. Assistance must be calculated 
to reflect the parent fee requirement under section 1198,12 for 
the family I s actual income level and family size whi_l...§__the 
family is participating in the at-home infant child c.91:.e_.12£0_._grarn 
under this section. 

(b) A participating family must report income and other 
family changes as specified in the county 1 s plan under section 
119B,08, subdivision 3. The family must treat any assistance 
received under this section as une~rned income. 

(c) Persons who are admitted to the at-home infant care 
program ret~in their position in any basic sliding fee program 

·http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/cgi-bin/bldbill.pl?bill==H0504.0&session==ls82 02/15/2001 
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2,17 or on any waiting liat attained at the time of adrnittanc<L It 
2.18 they are on the waiting liot, they must advance aa if they hod 
2.19 not baen admitted to the progrtirn, Pe:,1.·nonn leaving the at-horn«-> 
i, 20 infant care program re-ant.er the baaic al iding fee p1·o~Jrl!m at 
2,21 the position they would havo occupied or the waiting liut llt: tho 
2,22 poaition to which they would have advanced. Pcruonu who would 
2,23 have attaint:3d eligibility fox· the baoic oliding tee pr·ogram m11nl 
2,24 be given aaaiatance or advance to tho t:op of tho waiting liat 
2, 25 when they leave the .:it-home infant ca1:e program, Pun30no 
2,26 admitted tot.he at-home infant care program who are not on a 
2,27 baaic aliding fee waiting liot may apply to the baoic nliding 
2,28 fee program, and if eligible, be placed on the waiting liot. 
2, 29 (d) 'rhe time that a family receives assistance under thio 
2 . 3 O oect ion must be deductod f rorn tho one- ~1ea r exompt ion from 1n'o1 k 
2.31 requirements under the MFIP program. 
2,32 (e) Aaaiatance under thio section does not establioh an 
2,33 employer-employee relationohip betweon any member of tho 
2.34 aeeioted family and the county or state, 
2,35 Sec. 3, {EFFECTIVE DATE,] 
2.36 .S:.~.G.ti9.n/L_LAf.'lfl ... ~ ... ~.r~.~tJer.:tive ~July_ J, .. 2QQl, 

L---··-· ·-------···-··--·-~-M----·-· --·- .- -····· ·-·-·-·-· .,·-------- . ··- .. "·--~--··-•·. 

http://www.revisor.lcg.state.mn.us/cgiMbin/bldbill.pl?bill=H0504,0&session=1s82 02/15/2001 



"Gary or Earleen 
Frloz" 
<blgwhlto@pop,ctotel. 
com> 

02/19/2001 00:43 AM 

Sen. Mathern, 

To: MTim MathornM <lrnathorn@slalo.nd us> 
cc: "Sally Sandvig" ,q;samMg@stuto nd us>. ''Sotto GrnrnJo'' 

<bgrando@slolo.nd.us>, "Scot K1Jlsh" <<;kolt;ll@i;talo rHJ 11P, ''AmoI1 
Krautor" <Akrnutor@slalo.nd.us>, "David O'Conrwll" 
<doconnoll@slalo ncLus> 

Sut>Joct: Tostirnony In favor of SCH3046 

I am a Licensed Famlly Chlld Care Provider from Hettinger. I have been doing child care in my homo for 
26 years, and children In my care generally always includes three children undor tho ago of 2. 

I support SCR 3045 concerning study of feasibility and desirability of establishing an at-home infant cl1ild 
care program. 

Since most low-Income families access minimum wage jobs which genorally Include shift work, and 
weekends, It is hard for them to find a provider who 1s open all the hours that care is required. Ttmrefore 
children are bounced from one care arrangement to another, which is difficult for all concerned. Children 
do best when there Is consistency In caregivers which doesn't happen with shift work, since very few care 
givers offer 24 hour 7 day a week care. Consistency in care is important for all children, but is especially 
crucial for Infants when basic bonding needs to occur. Without proper bonding, children have difficulty 
with their emotional development. 

As the bill Indicates, there is a shortage of Infant care throughout North Dakota. 

Earleen Frlez, (701 )567-2822 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE 

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

REGARDING CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 3046 

FEBRUARY 19, 2001 

Chairman Price and members of the House Human Services Committee, for 

the record my name Is John Hougen, Director of Publlc Assistance for the 

Department of Human Services. I am here to offer Information on House 

Concurrent Resolution 3046, 

This resolution would allow a parent to stay at home and receive a payment 

from the child care program to care for his or her Infant child, Minnesota 

has a program Uko this In place. North Dakota's childcare program Is 

funded with the federal Child Care Development Fund. The state fiscal 

contribution to this program Is the maintenance of effort requirement to 

draw down the federal money, Assistance through tho Child Care 

Development Fund must go towards providing childcare for famUles 

working and/or going to school. Funding for the proposed program would 

have to come from a source other than the Child Care Development Fund, 

This concludes my formal testimony and I am available to answer any 

questions from the committee. 



n1a UIENIEI FAMILY lllll OAIE 
♦♦♦ 

800 N 3RD ST ♦ PO BOX 1101 ♦ HETTINGER, NO ~1101 
Phone (701) 667,2822 or 667,3102 

TESTIMONY SUPPORTING HCR3046 

My narne Is Earleen Friez and I have been doing chlld care in my home for 26 years. 

I support passage of HCR3045 directing the Legislative Council to study the feasibility and 
deslrablllty of establishing an at~home Infant child care program. 

Giving the parent who Is eligible for child care assistance, the option of staying home with 
their infant and receiving compensation for doing so might sound like a foolish waste of 
money, however t firmly believe this Is an idea worth studying. 

Parents eligible for child care assistance tend to have minimum wage jobs. Minimum wage 
jobs tend to Involve rotating shift work and weekends. Few child care facilities are open 24 
per day 7 days a week, 'Nhlch means children of these parents, tend to have multiple care 
givers which Is difficult for all children but especially for Inf ants. Bonding Is a very important 
part of an infant's development, and this doesn't adequately happen \.\!hen an infant Is 
bounced from one care setting to another. 

Availability of Infant care is limited in North Dakota, so not only would a plan such as the one 
which already exists In Minnesota, be of benefit to infants, It would also open up more infant 
slots. There simply are already more infants needing care than there are available infant 
openings. This plan would not have a negative impact upon child care facilities. 

I urge this committee, to vote for a do pass recommendation for this resolution. If HCR3045 
and 3068 both receive final approval, It would be logical to fold them into the same study. 

Thank you. 



March 14, 2001 

North Dakota Association for 
the Education of Voung Chlldren 
PO Box 5797 • Fargo, ND 58105 .. 5797 

To: Judy Lee, Chairperson, Senate Human Services Committee 

From: Barb Arnold-Tengesdal 
North Dakota Asaocletlon for the Education of Young Children 

Re: Testimony In support of HCR 3045 

The North Dakota Association for the Education of Young Chlldro11 (NDAEYC) has a paid statewide rnarnborshlp 
of 356 and a local chapter affillato membership of approximately 200 additional people. The local chaptora aro in 
Grand Forks, Fargo, Jamestown, Bismarck, and Minot. Members represent a variety or Jobs In tho early 
childhood profession • family and group day care providers, day care center staff and directors, preschool staff, 
Head Start staff, Minot and Grand Forks Air Force Base Child Development Center staff, Child Care Resource & 
Referral agencies, lab schools from Higher Education Institutions and many other professionals within the field. 

What we know Is good for Infante and toddlim1 
To promote the healthy development or each child should be the primary concern for all people In our nation. No 
child should grow up hungry, Ill, homeless or without a loving family who caros. We do know what research says: 

• According to Brain development research, most brain cell connections aro made within the first year 
and that these connections (synapses) grow and change as a result of stimulation from the 
environment and the warm, loving responsiveness of a few caregivers. 

• Relations hips with other people early In life are the major source of development of the emotional and 
social parts of tho brain. 

• Research on attachment done by Alan Sroufe, Ph.D, and his colleagues at the Univerc;lty of 
Minnesota have found that children who receive warm and responsive caregivlng and ura securely 
attached to their caregivers and cope with difficult times more easily when th•3Y are older. They are 
more curious, get along better with other children, and perform better In school than children who are 
less securely attached. 

• Research by Megan Gunnar, Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota and Bruce Perry, M.D., Ph.D., at 
Baylor College of Medicine have looked at stress responses In children and proven correlation's 
between stress and attachment. 

Infants and toddlers have unique needs and must devolop a strong sense of trust In the world around them. They 
need to know they can count on good nutrition for developing a strong body, housing and shelter that Is warm and 
safe, medical care that Inclusive of all aspects of development - mental as well as physical, and parents tc, be 
avallable when they cry out. 

NDAEYC supports HCR 3045 because It Is good for the optimal development of children. It Is good for parents to 
have time to make those early connections with children without the stress related to finding and retaining child 
care or dealing with the stress of becoming a new parent. It Is good for child care providers who would rather 
work with parents who have spent the early months with thelr children, picking up the cues and knowing their child 
well enough to share Information and create smooth transitions to group care in the future months. 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE 

SENATE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

REGARDING CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 3045 

MARCH 14, 2001 

Chairman Lee and members of the Senate Human Services Committee, for 

the record my name ts John Hougen, Director of Public Assistance for the 

Department of Human Services. I am here to offer Information on House 

Concurrent Resolution 3045. 

This resolution would allow a parent to stay at home and receive a payment 

from the child care program to care for his or her Infant child. Minnesota 

has a progratn like this In place. North Dakota's childcare program Is 

funded with the federal Child Care Development Fund. The state fiscal 

contribution to this program ls the maintenance of effort requirement to 

draw down the federal money. Assistance through the Child Care 

Development Fund must go towards providing childcare for families 

working and/or going to school. Funding for the proposed program would 

have to come fron1 a source other than the Child Care Development Fund, 

This concludes my formal testimony and I am available to answer any 

questions from the committee. 



Testimony 
llousc Concurrent Resolution 3045 

Representative Sally Sandvig 
Before Senate JJun1an Services Committee 

Chalrwoinan Lee & n1cn1bcrs of the Human Services Conunfttee: 

J?or the record l'n1 Representative Sally Sandvig from I>istrJct 21 Jn 
Fargo and 1'1n here to introduce House Concurrent Iicsolutlon 3045 
to you which would direct the Legislative Council to study the 
feasJbHlty and desirability of establishing an at-home Infant child 
care program. 

I bccan1c aware of the at•-home Infant chlld care program at the 
Midwestern Council of State Govcrnn1cnts annual n1eetlng in 
Minneapolis last August "'here Minnesota Representative Richard 
Mulder had a booth in the innovations section and Minnesota ,von 
an award for this program. 

I have always thought that we should be paying parents for staying 
home and taking care of their children instead of the state 
subsidizing day care, and this program appealed to me. I was going 
to introduce a bHJ, but decided to go ,vith a study resolution instead. 

I have so1ne handouts for you on the program, I particularly 
enjoyed reading the comments of the parents who participated in 
the program. 

Please give this study resolution a do pass recommendation so we 
can possibly look at an alternative to sending our kids to day care. 

Thank you. 


