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Senate Education Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 0 1/10/0 l 

Tape Number 
1 
1 

1 (01-16-01) 

Side A 
SB 2066 

Side B --

-
8B2066 
SB 2066 

Committee Clerk Signature /4t./ ~.,4,~ ~ ~ 
Minutes:Chainnan Frcborg called the committee to order. 

Roll call was taken with all members present. 

Meter# 
0 - 13.0 
.04 - 5.4 
30.3 - 39,8 

·----- ---

---

............ -----

·-

Chainnan Frcbom opened the hearing on SB 2066 which relates to the reversion of property not 

used as a fairgrounds in Stark County. 

Testimony In Support of SB 2066: 

Rick Larson, Deputy Land Commissioner, presented testimony in support of the bill. (see 

attached testimony) 

Sem1tor K~lfil! asked if there had been a purchase price and would the state of North Dakota have 

to pay thnt price back since the land is to revert bnck to the state. He stated the land would be 

back to ND and there was no mention as to what would happen during the reversion process. 

Senator Kelsh also asked what the position of Stnrk County is. Mr. Lnrson stated the Board of 

University and School Lands had not heard from Stark Co. nor had they contacted them. Senator 

o•connell asked why the year 2011 was picked. He replied that there was no reason, and that 
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after 24 years, a number was just picked. Senator O'Connell asked if this would affoct any other 

land that has been acquired in the past. He replied no. Senator Wanzek asked what the purchase 

price was and if Sturk Co. had paid it. Mr. Larson replied there had been two appraisals done 

and Stark Co. had paid for the land. He further stated that he thought the price was around 

$301000.00 and he will find out the exact price. 

Testimony in opposition to SB 2066 : 

Wudc Williams, North Oakota Association of Counties, spoke in opposition to the bill. The 

Commissioners from Stark County have asked that they be allowed to present written testimony 

and comment on this bill before the committee tnk('S any action. He stated that there is some 

community discussion between the county aHd the city as to whether this is the best place to 

locate a fairgrounds. When this land was deeded the county was concerned with the reversion 

policy. He feels that the county would be concerned if there is not a payback of the money. 

Senator Cook asked how the property is now being used. Mr. Williams does not know but can 

obtain the information for the committee. Senator O'Co1111cll asked if Mr. Williams would look 

at the statement "revert back" as a contract even though no price is stated, He said yes since the 

reversion clause is on the deed. 

Chairman Frcborg asked Mr. Larson if he knew what the land is being used fo1·. He stated there 

was a well pad on n tank buttery for a well that had been drilled further east. This was part of an 

agreement between the county and Dickinson when a well was located so close to the city. There 

is also u tree farm on the north side of the property, There is a piece of land on the cast side of 

the road, which the Land Department also sold, that would be more favorable for u fofrgrounds. 

I-le stutcd thnt the legislation a11d the deed both contain a reversion clause, There is no duto listed 

which is the reason for this bill, to set n time certain. ,S.r.nntor O'Connell uskcd Mr, Larson who 
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has the mineral rights and what is the policy of the State Land Department when the land is sold. 

He stated with this piece of land the legislation said all minerals arc reserved, so that is what the 

state did, These minerals urc basically owned by the general fund of the state of North Dakota. 

AIJ proceeds go to the general fund. Senator O'Connell stated that he thought the sale of state 

land went to the Common Schools Trust Fund. He said it depends on how the minerals arc/were 

owned . .Senator Christicnson asked if the reason for this bill is date certain. He replied yes. 

Chairman Freborg asked what date this contract was cnt,~rccl mto. He said I 987 with the 

legislation being 1988. Senator Kelsh wondered how many times this happens with the 

rcversionary clause in legislation. Mr. Larson stated this is the first time he is aware of and this 

is unusual. It was deeded before the legislature authol'izcd them to put a date certain on it. There 

is no nppraisal for current market value on this land. 

No further testimony was offered in support of, opposition to, or in neutral position. 

The hearing was closed on SB 2066. 

Senator Kelsh would like to wait for written testimony from Stark County before acting on the 

bill. Senator Wanzek feels they will still have IO years to decide. Senator O1Con11ell foels this 

is too long a time. Senator Cook would also like to know what the actual payment was for the 

land. Chairman Freberg was under the impression that there had been two appraisals and the 

payment was bused on that. It was decided to request testimony from Stark County with time 

~, · ·tnd then ac:t on the bill, 
,(-~ 

i\ 01:16-0'. Tape t, Side B, 30,3 · 

~Cj,18 IOtl: 

Having received testimony from Sturk County Commissioners and Rep, Frnnk Klein, District 36, 

(sec attached), Chairman Frebo,1g asked for n motion on the bill. 
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Senator Kcl§h moved a Do Pass. ScnlAtor O'Connell seconded, 

Senator Flakoll had a concern whether Stark County should be reimbursed any of the monies 

they had paid for the land. Chairman Frcborg replied that both parties, Stark County and the 

Board of University and School Lands, had entered into a valid contract. Senator Wanzek asked 

about an nmendment by Mr. Zent. The committee has not received one. Chairman rrcborg feels 

that if the bill is not passed, the board would eventually take the matter to court and determine 

what a reasonable length of time is to develop property, Discussion on where the money from 

the land is and if the land is sold, which fund would receive the money. 

Roll Call vote: 6 Yes, l No, 0 Absent. Carrier: Sen. Kclsb 
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
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Senate Education 

D Subcommittee on _________________ _ 
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D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken .lJa A-~~----------·--------
Motion Made By j ,L J , , 

4-tt I t0-t4/J 

Senators Yes ·- -Senator Freborg .. Chairman V 
Senator Flakoll w Vice Chairman V 
Senator Cook 
Senator Wanzek V 

Seconded 
By 

No Senators 
Senator Christenson 
Senator Kelsh 

v Senator O'Connell 

Yes No 
✓ 
V 
v 

Total (Yes) -----....~-' ____ No __ _..:I/I~_..._/ ____ _ 
Absent 0 
Floor Assignment _.,.,,,.~~,l.:...r..11......__• ---+/d ........ -~~'4£--..c..-=\.--""' .. _' --------------

1 f the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Insert LC: . Title: . 

SB 2066: Education Committee (Sen. Freborg, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(6 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2066 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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I xx 270~-965 
-· ---------, ---~·---~--
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-·-··· 

I 
----- -----♦• - _., 

Comm ittec CI erk. Signature-···~••·· .. . --- -~---~- -~-

Minutes: Chair Frm;eth opened the hearing on Sf32066 relating to reversion of property not used 

as a fairground in Sturk County, 

Rick Larson, State Land Department: testified in support of SB20Ml, (SEE ATTACHED) 

This bill is brought before you to discuss the reversion, 

Vice-Chair Severson :(377) Do you have a prohlcm with HB 1336 that the senate has now'? We 

had a long discussion, when we heard it hcre1 ubout leaving the reversion in or taking it out. 

Rick : This property benefits the general public. We arc looking to the lcgislatmc as to what we 

should do, If it wus a trust thut we were managing the property for, we would have stl'onger 

feelings us trustees. It is up to the legislature to decide, 

Vice-Chair Severson: (444) Arc we setting a pl'Cccde11cc by removing the reversion'? 

Rick : This is the only piece of land in ND that has this reversion, so I don1t think so, 

Choir FrosQ!h: In 1987, wus them a price fixed to this property when Sturk County bought it'? 

.8.iQk : There were two (2) npproisuls done, There wus nothing in the lcgislntion thnt set the price, 
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Chair Froscth : Any further testimony'? 

Dennis Johnson. President of Dickinson City Commission : (625) here in opposition to S82066. 

I was here a month ago to testify in support of HB 1336. I won't bore you by repeating that 

testimony, but I want to go on record as opposing SB2066. 

Chair Froscth : Any further testimony on SB2066? Hearing none, we arc closed. 

Discussion on SB2066 - Tape 1, side A, (6100-cnd) and Tape I, side B1 ( 1-000) 

Rep. Maragos : (6140) We need to discuss the philosophy of state land and sale of it. I assume 

all of the land we are talking about was once stale school land somewhere along the way. 

Begin tape I, side H, Stark County wanted the land for one thing and it did not come to fruition, 

so now they want to do something else with the land. That was not the way it was structured 

previously. Where are we headed? I can't tell that this is an isolated incident. To we want to 

establish a policy or do wc want to be all over the map. We arc setting a precedent here! I 

believe. 

Vice-Chair Severson : (73) In HB I 336, wc removed the language about the reversion, At that 

time I usked if they wanted that reversion in there or no'i. No one was here from the state. 

Rep, Muragos: At thut time, Dickinson people said to leave it in if it meant passage of the bill 

for sure. Then they changed their mind . 

.YiQ.Q-Chuir .Severson: ( 13 7) Muybe we should make them like bills. Amend this und match 

HBl336. 

~hair Froscth : The rule is: the Inst bill that is passed takes effect. 

Rep, Muragos : I'm trying to figure out if we arc mu king n statement us to policy and legislutivc 

intent and what the policy of ND should be, I1d like to research the policy myself. The concept 

of the two bills is irrelevant, us far us I am concerned. 
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Rep, N, Johnson: I learned something today1 when Mr. Larson testified, that this is the only 

piece of land that has the reversion thing on it, That seemed strange. 

Chair Froscth : I think the muin intent of HB 1336 was to change the purpose of the land so Stark 

County could develop it. 

Rep. Maragos: I'd like to sec that land sold to unothcr subdivision by the state. I'd like to sec 

examples of where this happened, then this isn't an issue. We have to understand what we arc 

doing. The bill itself is not an issue. 

Rep, Eckre: Can the ihtcm check with L.C. and sec if there arc other sales like this'? 

Rep. Krctschmnr: I seem to remember that in 1987, there was a problem with special 

assessments on this land, It was negotiated into the sale, I think. The bill in I 987, was to take 

care of the problem. These reversion clause;.,, I think, arc an exception and not the rule. At least 

in land in my urea of the state, which is farm and ranch land, if that is sold by the state, there is 

no reversion. The state keeps the mincrnl rights, 

Rep, Muragos: Docs anyone know what the legislative intent was of the reversion. If it is such 

an unusual thing, why was it put in'? 

Rep, Kretschmar: I think it was to get the bill passed. Maybe we should get the old minutes. 

Chuir.J:roscth : Wc1ll hold and do research. 
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Phone: (70 I) 328-2800 
Fax: (701) 328-3650 
www. land. state. nd. us 

North Dakota 
STATE LAND DEPARTMENT 

1707 N 9tl1 Street 
PO Box 5523 

Bismarck, ND 58506-5523 

TESTIMONY OF Rick D. Larson 
Deputy Land Commissioner 

IN SUPPORT OF 
SENATE BILL NO. 2066 

Senate Education Committee 

January 1 o, 2001 

Robert J. Olheiser 
COMMISSIONER 

ln 1 Chapter 188 of the Session Laws of 1987, the state legislature authorized the Board of 
University and 8c;hool Lands to sell a 170 acre piece of land in Stark County, formerly part of the 
Dickinson l:xperiment Station, to Stark County for the development of a county fairgrounds. The 
legislation provided that the land was to revert to the State of North Dakota if the land was not 
used for a falt'ground. 

On June 11 19881 the Board of University and Schoo! Land~ and the Board of Higher Education 
executed a quitclaim deed to Stark County, The legislation and the deed did not provide a time 
limit on the reversion, Stark County has not used the land for a falrground after 13 years. It is the 
Intent now to provide that the land ;:;hall revert to the State of North Dakota unless a fairgrounds Is 
developed on this land by July 1,2011. 

I respectfully request your support of Senate BIii 2066, 



,, . 
January 12, 2001 

Senator Frcborg, members of the Committee 

Thank you for allowing time to submit testimony on this bill. 

I wouid like to testify in opposition to 882066 as written. 

Hob Zent 
4110 106 Ave SW 

Dickinson, ND 5860 I 
(70 l) 225-8954 

1, ~it, t-1 • 1 it(!'. l' 1 l'fe r. '-'.llrt 1 

RE: SB2066 

HB 1087, approved March 20, 1987, Section I., after identifying the approximately 170 
acre tract of land called "state second addition" says: 

11The property must be sold at a p rice agreeable to both parties but not 
less than the fair market value thereof, based upon two independent 

• I H appratsa s. 
Not being personally involved in the transaction I can only conclude the conditions set 
forth were complied with and this was not a gift to Stark County. Records at the Court 
House seem to indicate that Stark County paid $34,500.00 for the 170 acre tract of land 
in 1988. 

I can sec some advantage for supporting this bill as drafted. However, I have some 
questions us to whether or not this would not be an infringement on Stark Countis 
property rights, and if executed as drafted if it couldn't be considered takings with out 
compensation and consideration of its current value. 

Again, thank you for allowing this opportunity to submit testimony, I feel badly, and 
apologize for not having made myself aware of this so as to have been on time and 
present for the scheduled hearing Wednesday, January 10, 2001. 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Board of Stark County Commissioners wil.l hold a public hearing on 

August 2~ 1988 at 10:00 A.M. in the County Commissioners' Room of the Stark 

County Courthouse to hear any comments for or against purchasing land for 

the use of establishing a County Fairground and County Park Facilities for 

other y~ar-round user groups, 

Dolores Mischel 
Stark County Auditor 

(Pub. 7-21 ,28-88) 
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CLAIM VOUCHER 

! ~7~3i ; RRANT NO. ________ _ 

Oate _________ ..,:.?_-_· __ ,> ___, 19 Y .f 

(
. 

</ 1., ,.,. (' FILED ________ , ..... L,__-_ai.:_, 19_11_,;_ 

lJ. 1))1 .,, t,.lil 1'_ ------
coun1v Auditor or Oepuly 

TO THE COUNTY AUOITOR: 

The within account has been carelvlly checked 
and audited and you are hereby directed lo draw 
your warr'anl upon the County Treasurer tor the 
aboYe .\mount payable trom the-

&1.. ~i.. 
FUND 

Chdil'man, BoMd ot County Con1m1ss1oners 

AMOUNl OF CLAIM ........... s ____ _ 

FEDERAL WITHHOLDING ...... s ____ _ 

SOCIAL SECURITY , ...... , .. , ... s. ____ _ 

AMOUNT OF WARRANT , , ... , , . '·---~ 

P E N A L T V N O r' I C E .. 
ANY PERSON, FIRM OR COMPANY FALSE· 

LY CERTIFYING TO ANY FALSE BILL, CLAIM, ,. 
ACCOUNT OR DEMAND AGAINS r ANY COUNTY i 
OR TOWNSHIP IS GUILTY OF A MISOEMEAN· ,,. 
OR AND IN ADDITION TO THE PUNISHMENT : 
OTHERWISE PRESCRIBED BY LAW, SHALL 
FORFEIT HIS RIGHT TO COLLECT SUCH BILL, • 
CLAIM, ACCOUNT OR DEMAND OR ANY PART 
THEREOF. CHAPTER 21·0504 REVISED CODE 
OF 19.43. 

"Buv Norfh Oallota Produc Is" 

.. 

' , 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

August 9, 1988 

Mr. 'I'ed Renner 
822 12th Avenue West 
Dickinson, ND 58601 

RE: State Second Addition 

Dear Mr. Renner: 

Pursuant to your request, and with the concurrence of Tim 
Kingstad, Land Corrunissioner, please make the County's warrant for 
$34,500 made payable to the State of _Horth Di!_kota for State . 
Addition., The deed is executed and we are prepared to transfer 
the same after receiving the funds. 

Si::-.eerely, 

fi~f-. cxtt<U'/jFJ 
Rick Jo.fn;on 
Assistant Attorney General 

pw 

c: Tim Kingstad 
l 

Blind copy 

STATE CAPITOL , BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58606,0164 · (701 l 224-2960 



January 15, 2001 

Senator Layton W. Freborg 
State Capital 
Blsmarck1 ND 58505 

RE: 5B2066 
Stark County Fair Lands 

Dear Senator Freborg: 

CITY OF DICKINSON 

I am writing to express my opposition to S82066 as Introduced by the Board of 
University and School Lands. 

It is my opinion the ownership of the land in question wlll best serve the residents 
of Stark County If that land were remain with the county rather than revert to the 
Board of University and School Lands. 

I believe Stark County Commissioner, Bob Zent, has contacted you and 
expressed his support of amending this bill by deleting section 2 of chapter 188. 
I support Mr. Zent's suggested amendment. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Slncerely Yours, 

4/~oc~~---...... 
Dennis W. Johnson 
Prealdant 
Dickinson City Commission 

99 2NO STREET EAST • DICKINSON, NORTH DAKOTA 58801 • ('101) 284·7744 • rAX (701) 284•'1723 , www.dlck/nson11d.com 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1078 
(Wald) 

STARK COUNTY FAIR LANDS 

465 

AN ACT to authorize the board of univerDity and school lands to sell 
and convay cettilin land owned by the state of North Dakota. 

BE IT ENACTED OY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEM13LY OF THE 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1, The board of university and school 
nuthorized to sell and convey the following property 
county, North Dakotar 

lands 1 a 
to Stark 

A tract of land cc,r1pri.sing l1pproxima.tely one hundred seventy 
acres, known as tho "state Sec:ond Addition 11

, and tying in tho 
southwest. and not·thwoat q\1art€1rs of sec ti on fi Ve, town □ hip one 
hundred thirty-nine, range ninety-six, Stark County, North 
Dakota. 

The property must be sold at a price agreonhle to both parties 
but not less than the fair market value thereof, based upon two 
indopendent appraisals, Tho state shall reserve all mineral rights 
in and under the premises conveyud as are now held by the state, 
The sale of the property to Stark County by the board of university 
and school lands is deemed to be the best possible return to the 
state of North Dakota aa provided ih sectioh 2 of chapter 203 of the 
19B5 Session Laws of North Dakuta, 

SECTION 2. The propo~ty being sold must be used by Stark 
county £or the development of l' county fairgrou11de. H the proporty 
cdases to be used for that purpose, ownership of the property 
reverts to the state of North Dakota, 

Approved March 20, 1987 
Filed March 2l, 1987 

! 
' 

! 

I 

) I 
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70482,0100 

Fiftieth 
Legi ■ lative A■■embly 
of North Dakota HOUSE BILL NO. 1078 
Introduced by 

Representative Wald 

1 A BILL for an Act to authorize the board of univeraity and •chool 

2 land■ to sell and convey certain land owned by th• atate of North 

3 Dakota. 

4 BF. IT ENACTED BY THE LEOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE 

S STATE OF NORTH 0A.KOl'A: 

6 SEC'rlON 1. Th• board of uni ver d t y anct achoo 1 land■ ia 

7 authori~ed to aell and convey the following property to Stark 

8 County, North Dakota, 

g A tract of land oompriaing approximately one hundred aeventy 

10 acre■, known •• the "State Second Addition", and lying in the 

11 eouthwe1t and northweet quarter■ 0£ section five, town,hip on• 

12 hundred thirty•nine, range ninety~ai~, Stark County, North 

13 Dakota. 

14 Th• pr~perty must be aold at a pri~• agreuable to both 

15 partiea. The state ■hall reserve all mineral right■ in and under 

16 thft premi••• conveyed•• are now held by the state, The sale of the 

17 property to Stark County by the board of univenity 11.nd ac:hool landa 

18 ia deemed t~ be the beat possible return to the state or North 

19 Oakota •• provided in aeetion 2 of chapter 203 of the 1985 Se88ion 

20 Law• of North Oakota. 

21 SECTION 2, The property being aold mu ■t be used by Stirk 

22 county tor the develop•ent o! • county !airqround,, It the property 

23 0ea1e1 to be u1ed !or that pur-po ■e, owner1hip of th• property 

24 revert• to the •tate ol North Dakota. 

P191 No, 1 70482,0100 
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1987 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Page f _...,.1.__,_ 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB J n:za. 

House Committee on -----...iiNi'~Q,__ _______________ _ 

Subcommittee on 

Conference Committee 

Hearing Date -2.Jl.87 
----------

Tape Number /Side A_ X 
-------- B --

Identify and 
check when 
appropriate 

Meter f 4JSB 

Committee clerk signature . </ult~/ 
Minutes: 
FRANK WALD, REPRESENTATIVE, DICkINSON1 HB 1078 is the bill I in
troduced in the pre session. HB 1078 states the board of univer
s~ty and school lands is authorized to sell and convey the following 
property to STark County, North Dakota, and then we give you the 
legal description. The property must be sold at a price agreeable 
to both parties. In Section 2 it states if the property ceases 
to be used for that purpose other than for development of a county 
fairgrounds, ownership of the property reverts to t~e State of 
North Dakota. I passed out a handout and yellow section colored 
is the area we are talking about. We are asking that the committee 
will consider this bill to sell this land to Stark County. 

KEN DUJCART, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, DICKINSONs See Written Testimony. 

DON KOSTELECKY, PRESIDENT, ROUGHRIDBR DAYS1 WE are now temporarily 
house adjacent to the area ol the college. Each year we have to ask 
permission and be very careful of any improvements that we do. we 
have the area proposed in this bill we can start from scratch and 
have some good facilities for our surrounding area. Our board has 
voted unanimously to support this bill. 

DOUG JAEGER, PARKS AHO RECREATION DEP!', DICkINSON1 This bill is 
very important to us: Many organizations need a facility of their 
own. We strongly urge a DO PASS. 

RON BACHMBIERf ROUGHRIDER ARCHERS1 We need a place for a permanent 
buIIaing. Tfi s woula 6e close toMtown for our new members that can't 
go out of town. This would be permanent so we could set up ma
terials and leave them set. 

TED RBNHBRtCOMMUNITY ASSISTANCE CORP,, DICKINSON1 We carry the suppo~ 
of the county eonrn!saron·ir'i:·" we were organizeci to bring an assist
ance to tht area. We did an aaaesament of which site would be best 
and our recommendation was the site on the picture that was passed 
out, Thia is the highest. use this land oan be good for. The county 
i• concerned with a permanency factor 4nd ~greaa and degresa to the 
1ite. Thi• wa1 the best aite p011ible. 



Page 2, 

RIP. TOIACH1 Ia this part of the old experiment station? 

NR. RBNNBR1 It is across the street, but it is part of it originally_ 

RBP. TOIACHr How much fo the land that is plotted is actually devel-
oped? 

NR. RBNNBR, Shows diagrams. 

RBP. MARTIHSON1 Would you have any objections to add an amencment to 
require an appraisal? 

MR. RBNNBR1 We could furnish an appraisal. 

REP. MARTIHSON1 How about the possibility of a 50 year lease? 

MR. RENNBRt We weren't interested in a lease. 

REP. MELBY1 I think the requirement for an independent appraisal 
would help to pass the measure on the floor. 

REP. WALD• The land right now is leased by the Board of School 
Lands to the Dickinson Experiment Station for $5 an acre. 

Rep. Hokana, Is this land zoned? 

They thought it was zoned for agriculture. 

REP. HOkANAs I think it should have an amendment to require an 
appraisal. 

REP. BROKAW•. Don't we have a set procedure anytime we sell state 
land? 

REP. MARTINSON1 I would have to check but I think we debate them 
all each time we sell state land. I don't think that bill will pass 
the way it is now. 

R.BP. NICHOLAS• The land is worth about a $100 an ac.r:e and that is 
too much for r5nge land. 

COMMMITTEB ACTION• 2~16~87 
___,;__,_______ 
Rep. Melby moved to adopt the amendments, it was seconded by 
Nelson. 1he motion passed by a unanimous voice votG. Rep. 
moved a DO PASS as amended, it was seconded by Rep. Nelson. 
Nelson will carry the bill to the flo6r. 

COMMITTEE CLERK 
JUDY HOFFMAN 

Rep. 
Gorman 
Rep. 



(Return in triplicate) FISCAL NOTE 

•

11/Resolution No.a House Bill ~o. 1078 Amendment to: 

quested by: Legislative council _ Date of Receipt: 

Please estimate the tiscal impact of the above measure for: 

[!J State general or special funds ([J Counties D Cities 

In the following space note the fiscal effect in dollars of this 
measure: 

Narrative: 
The impact of this legislation cannot be determined in dollars & cents at this time 

without an appraisal of the property & a meeting of the principals to agree upon a 

purchase price. 'Any monies received from the sale will go to the common Schools 

Interest & Income Fund to retire the outstandtng accrued inturest on the loan of 

SJ,8 million from the Common Schools trust fund to the Board of ~igher Education. 

State Fiscal Effects 

1987-88 1988-89 Biennium Total 
special General Special Genera! Special General 

Funds Fund Funds Fund Funds Fund __ ...., .... 

1987--88 _ 
co'uiittea ' cltled - countle1 · citia1 -----

Jliennimn Total 
~unties -cI ties -...................... -1988 .. 89 

• additional apace i1 needed, 
attach a supplemental sheet. 

Typed Mame Bob Peteraon, ,Aeeounti,ng Division 

Date Prepared, Department • AcCQYD~lnq, 
ta -
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HOUSE ~ENDMENTS TO HB 1078 
On page .1, line 15, after the word "parties" insert the word• 

•but not le•• than the fair market value thereof, 
based upon two independent appraisal•" 

ft,·: 



1987 SENATE STANDING COMMITT!! MINUTES 

~RESOLUTION NO, HB 1020 

Page I _1 __ 

Senate Comrni ttee on STATE AND FEDERAL OOVERt-MEN'I' 

Subcommittee on____________ Id6ntify and 
cheek when 

Conference Committee__________ appropriate 

Hearing Date _ _..M~owa~d~a~¥-•-'-'M~a.r~c-h......,9_,_..1~9MR.7 ___ _ 

Numb 1 /side 
AX Tape er________ 9--- Meter t 2265 

committee clerk sig~ature -----~~,--~~~~l~u~~~t1~--·-- __ _ 
Minutes: 

The Senate State and Federal Government Committee met at 9s00 
AM. All members of tho committee were present except Senator 
Tonnefos, Senator David and Senator Walt Meyer. 

HB 1078 as amended, authorizes tho Board of University and School 
Lands to sell and convey the property known as the "state second 
addition" to Stark County, North Dakota, at a price agreeable 
to both parties but not less than the fair market value based 
upon two independent appraisals. 

Senator Dean Meyer read tha fiscal note for HB 1078. 

Rep. Francis Wald, sponsor of the bill, testified in support of 
HB 1078. He said HB 1078 would allow the Board of University 
and School Lands to sell and convey approximately 170 acres, what 
is known as the State Second Addition, in Stark County. He 
oxplained the sections of tho bill and stated that the House added 
an amendment to HB 1078 stating that the property cannot be sold 
for less than the appraised value, which is standard procedure 
when state land is sold. 

Rep. Wald said that many yroups in Dickinson have expressed an 
interest in securing this property for multj.ple use. He said 
the thought right now is that the Stark County Commissioners would 
appoint a fairground commission to superviso the ongoing activity 
there. 

Ken Dukart, Chamber of Commerca, Dickinson, ND, testified in support 
of HB 1078. He said Stark County needs a place to set up organization 
activities for permanent uso and one that is large enough for 
the projects. He indicated that the property described ia just 
the right size and is not suitable for commercial or residential 
use. He said it could be set up a fairboard who would be r~spons~blo 
for developing it by use of volunteer labor and donated reeoureGe. 



Senate State and Federal Government 
HB 1078 
Page 2 

Mr, Dukart said it could be used for Roughrider activitiee, Pioneer 
Daya and by the archery olub. 

Senator Lodoen asked a•>out the terrain of the land, Hr. Dukart 
iiia the drainago is bad, it's rugged land, not adequate for 
development. He said they have had two appraisals on the land, 
it has beon valued at $147 per acre and at $120 per aero. 

There was some diacuesion by the committoo about tho process of 
buying aohool land, Rop, Wald indicated that he thought it was 
nocftss~ry to got two appraisals on tho land, but that it did not 
neceasar.ily noed two buyers. 

Senator Lodoen moved for a DO PASS on HB 10781 seconded by Senator 
Voipe~. A rofl call voto w~s takon with 4-yos, 0-no and 4~AB 
votes. 

Senator Dean Meyo_E will carry the bi 11, 

•ex x:w:lllffJlbai. 1 L iJfff.M&W1t4h9 R9\'h~15'!t{IJ#lf!V!WJlP!SMJf IA.OJ~:~ 
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Al the IMlcutiw of the ~ ot Contntrce, I hive on Mlnf occ,1ton, 

hid to MY no to varioua projeote and idt11 ~..tUlf1 we d0 not hive prcper 
faciliti• in Stark CQunty to hold ,n.ach eYar'\tJC • I have •110 been llked by 

~ Ind Of9Mizati0n1 on aewral c. ...;Aia '. 'J help thM find • hoMe tor 
their club or organizational aci• 1 • t : M awte they either can •t find a 
buildinq or have just loet t-•. • ·i 1,.:...'rl or location. Usually l can't be 

of help to them either be. . ..&l:Kf we don't have enough pi)lic buildinge to 

acoamoate the many r~tl for aplCe, 

'%he neec!I of many clube and organizations are quite sinple. 'ft-.ey need 

a place that is permanent, a place they can use on a regular basis, and a 
place that is sized to meet their organization•s needs, current.\y there 
are a rurt)e.r of ca,rnercial blildings available, as well as 00mne1.·cial real 

estate that can be leased or used. 1'l8 problem for nw:,et organizations 
with this type of arrangement is that 'it is a, a week to week basis or is 
coet prohibitive for t..hem. FUrxU.ng for no profit organizations is harder 
and harder to d>tain, especially when it is for operations. It is easier 
to raise funds 'When it is for a specific and lasting project. 

The topic of a county fairgrounds has been arourd for as long as I can 
rement>er. I have harJ occassion to sit in on several meetings cal led by 

interested people to try and get a fairgrourd established and off the grOIJJ'd. 

The conoerns a.rd des.ires have always been the sane as well aa the results. 

There is a need for a permanent hare for rodeos, stock~, horse events, 

4-H events, archery, rrodel airplanes, and so on. 'I1ie results have always 
been the same. The right land is too far cMaY fl'an aey camunity, is 

unacoessable, too rough and so on. 
We feel that the piece of property contained in HB1300 will overcome 

all of the problems~ have encountered in the past. 'l11is piec-e of lam is 
large enough to allow a variety of activities and buildings to meet the 

needs of Stark County groups arxJ organizations. Acces~ to ard fran all 
areas of the county is excellent. all roads to the area are paved. Ingress 

and Egress can be made onto b.o rrajor roads with b«> additional snaller 
streets bein;J able to channe 1 traffic in a 11 four directions. '1be location 

of t.hese 171 acres is within 25 miles of the farthest tCMn in Stark County. 

'!be city of Dickinson is located only a couple of miles fran the proposed 

location and would be able to provide rrost aey needed services. 



With the pu1191 of thil bill Ind IUCCNlfUl nt90tiation bet,_,, SWk 

~ty Ind thl land CQIIU11ion to purchue thil land, many 10C411 YOJuna.er, 
rNdy to pitch u, Ind deYelop the pn,puty u well u lending their 

Uptrtiae to manage th,!I t11tground. Wt pr.'OpON, that once PJt'ChaHd, the 

fl~ would be pllOed Wlder I fair board made up of volunteers from 
the varioua 9r0UP8 and organizatiau, in Swk County, in,ey IQJJd be charged 

with the responsibility of developing the fairgrounds and providing the 

necessaxy uniniet.ration. By usirq a volunteer board I feel that we will 
be able to sustain the en thus ium and ideas necessary to keep a caznty 
fairgrounds going. 

we also propose to develop the grounds on a long term basis. We wil'L 

determine the requirements of interested groups and organizations through 

p.t,lic neetinga and aurveys. A muter plan will be prepared fran the in't''JOt 

and then the necessary dirt work ac:conplished, Buildinga, bleachL:rs,cor:rals, 

fenGN am other strootures will be built with volunteer labor. Materials 
wi 11 be purchued with f Wlds raised by those groops ard organizations that 

desire a pe.nMnetlt hane. Q1going maintenance and upkeep would be the respon
sibility of the fair board and would be furded through rental fa-es vrl fund 

raising efforts. 

'1'le size, location, and terrain of this piece of property will aC'Ca'ID;, ,e;, 

many different unes, We feel that the primary uses wil 1 be for tht'J armual 

~ider Days celebration held ea\Ch 4th of July. ~ider Days features 
6 outdoor arena events, 4-H livestock shc:Ml arx! horse Bhows. There are 
currently 350 4-ff youngsters in t:hE, a.i:-ea in 25 different clubs. We kr:M 

from experience that these kids arfi ccnstantly looking for practice areas 

for their horsenanship events. We als(.' haw sare excel lent 4-H cattle shc:Ms 
each year that could be expanded wtth the proper facilities. 

Alon.J the lines of cattle shows, we currently have a conmercial cattle 
show each year during the Chant>e.r'' s Ag !>qx>. 'Ihey are at a point now where 

they 11'JSt limit the size of the shew because of space constraints. With 

the current cooditions in the 1'q i.rdustry, any advantage we can give the 

camercial cattle producers or any opportunity we can expose oor yoong 

people to is well t«>rth the effort. 

Other groups that could make use of this area is an area Archery club. 
They hold annual shcx)ts tha't attract archers fran a five st.ate area. n,ey 
are also one of our groups that is very active in Rtark COUnty but have a 
difficult time finding a permanent hane for their archery range. The area 
~ld also lend itself llfall to horse shoes, racllo controlled airplanes, IM< 



biC)'Olt tr1il, ~tor Ot'OII tr1il1, pi1tol rm,,, hi(Jh IChool and college 
rodlol, running trlCk, bioyc le pathl, etc. 

hA an about four p011ibilitin for developing a fair tor stark county, 
NI could et:ut tr<xn soratch and develop c.a tair in the tall ot the Ye4.t' 

am nalel our fair after other county atftairs currently beifvl held. We could 

also e,cpand on existing annual events in the area a build a fairtla:>unf them 

Ne currently have a ◄th of Jyly celebration in Dickinson each year. This three 
day event consist of 2 rodeos, a tractor pu 11, a hore pu 11, a dem:> 1 i tion 
derby, anc:;lcyele r1tees as well as several smaller events. 'nlis amual event 
draws people from accross North Dakota as t,«tl 1 as fran out of state. 

We also have another event held the weekend after labor day called pioneer days. 
'nlis event includes arts and crafts, entert.ainment. displays, ard a 

recognition banquet for pioneers of southwest noreth d\kota, This annual event 
could easily become the basis for an annual county fair, 

Other events are held annually in Gladstone and Richardton in the fall 

of the year aoo hold the possibility for expansion into a county fair. We have 

the basics ar¥J the experrtise to create a county fair that wil 1 be beneficial 

and enjoyable for all of stark county, 

'Ihe first week in February several of atterded the stark county 

conmission meeting to discuss with the coornissioners their feeling about 

t:hia bill, Al though they did not comnit to buying the land at that rreeting 

they did pass a rrotion in support of house bill 1078. Thier courruet to us were 

that they favored the ooncept of a county fiar grourds, ard that they 

~ld neqiotate with the lard conmissicmer to purchase the land when 

1~gislation allows them to do so. Inn all good consccious we agreethat 

they l'\lSt have the right to say no to the purchase id the cost becares prohibitive. 
A recent appraisel of this property done by the stark county tax appraiser 

for the state land departnnot valued the property at 147.00 an acre. we feel 

that this is a resonable price for this piece of property since it is 
pasture land ard has no real value for cultivation am planting. AN'i. futher 
developn-ent of this property for residental or comnercial sale w.::iuld, in 

my q,inlon result in a considerable investment on the part of the stae. flle 

terrain of this property contains a drainage way and JMkes its way to three 

hilltops all within a couple hundred yards. It is property that is best suited 

pasture land or in this case as a fairgrourds for stark coonty sioce we do 

not require the expensive inprovements to the property the sta~ would need 

to make this salable as development propo_rty. 

if!t}Mt#.d:1$.&fi~lffitMBRG #JM!~PMl.t~ffi!Ml?MIF~ 



11n9U191 in thil bill Hyt that thil ul• ii in the belt inter•tl of the 1tlte, 

Your t1vor.t">l• couidlration of this bil 1 will re1ult in noney 9.,.1·11ted 
for the stae, will ruult in lees administration for the land eamdeoioner, 
and will allow U1 to make better use ot the land then it is currently 
being used tor. 'nlank you for the opportunity to e.'Cprees my feeU.ngs 

on this :natter and I ask for ycAJr consideration of this bill, 
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Pr1p1r1d by the L19i1l1tive 
Council 1t1ff 

Maroh 10, 1917 

BILL NO,1 HB 1078 

SUBJECT, Authorf.1ation for: the 
Boatd of Univer1itr and 
School Land• to•• land 
convey certain land 
owned by the 1tat• of 
North Dakota 

BILL SUMMARY 

GENERALLY, THIS BILL, 

As amended, authorizes the Board of University and School 

Landa to sell and convey the property known as the "state second 

addition• t~ Stark County, North Dakota, at a price agreeable to 

both p&rties bue not less than tho fair market value basod upon 

two independent appraisals. 
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To: Senator I ,uyton FrclJorg 
Scnutc Edm:ntlo11 Committee 

From: Rep. Fronk Klein 

Scnntor: 

I nm writing this testimony in response to our convcr:rntion Thursduy, January 11. I huvc bl!cn 
trying to forwurd n fhirgrounds ldcu to tlw Sturk County Comrnbrnion lbr mnny ycnn'., We lhrnlL'd 
u Sturk County l•'uirgrounds Committco upproximntcly one ycnr ugo, We urc in the pro<.:css of 
convctllng the foirgrounds committee to a foil' bonrd which changes our powers und llscnl 
responsibilities, We huvc uppronclwd the Sturk County Commissio11 with n11111y plans 1111d options 
und they huvc nlwnys given us ussurnncc:-: thnt tlH:y want u l'airgrounds, but UL'lion to gl!l it done 
h11sn 1 t huppencd, I would like sec SB20(,6 lo pass in its original script and lll'gc your support. 

Thunk you. 

lfop. Frnnk Klein. 


