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SENATOR HERB URLACHER, of District 361 cosponsor t'f Bill 2223 8latcd the bill uddrcsses 

a conservative attitude to propose the down sizing the boarJ of directors of the Southwest Water 

Authority. At this time it would be better to down size the bour<l from 27 members so that it 

function better und more economically, 

DONALD FLYNN, Vice Chairman of the Southwest Water Authority testified in support of Bill 

2223. (See attached testimony). 

SENATOR CHRISTMANN: asked what was the consensus of the present 27 members of the 

board, if they agreed it was time to down size. 

PINKIE EVANS CURRY reported the vote was 23 yays to 4 nays, 

R,B, "CHIP" UNRUH, Director of the Southwest Water Authority testified in support of Bill 

2223 (See attached testimony), 
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DAVB KOLAND. Executive Director of North Oukotu Rurul Wutcr Systems Associution, 

tcstiflcd in support of the Bill and thut borird size is critical in governing u wutcr i;ystcm. He foll 

the optimul size is about 8 members. 

JAMES LENNINGTON, Southwest Pipolinc Project Mnnugcr, testified in support of the Bill und 

fcol u reduced bonrd size would be more efficient governing und intcruction butwccn th1.• Wntcr 

Commission and the Southwest Water Authority, 

~Ji: closed the hcuring on Bill 2223. 

SENATOR CHRISTMAJS.N mudc :;1 motion fol' uoo PASS" of SB 2221 

SENATOR TRAYNOR second the motion. 

SENATOR flSCHER culled for u roll vote of the bill. The vote indicated 7 YA YS, ONA YS, 

0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING. 

SENATOR C.liRISTMANN will curry SB 2223. 
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SB 2223: Natural R11ource1 Committee (Sen. Flecher, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT ANO NOT VOTING), SB 2223 wao placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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Chairman Earl Rcnncrfoldt. Vice Chair Jon o. Nelson, Rep. Brekke, Rep, DcKrcy, Rep, Drovdal. 

Rep, Galvin, Rep. Keiser, Rep. Klein. Rep, Nottcstud. Rep. Porter. Rep. Weiler. Rep, Hunson, 

Rep. Kelsh. Rep. Solberg. Rep. Winrich, 

Chaitman Renncrfcldt: I will call the committee back into order and open the hearing on SB 

2223, 

Sen, Urlacher - District 36: I consider this bill to be really straightforward. It reduces the 

numbers of people on the SW Authority, cutting it in half. One of the primary reasons is to save 

some dollars and to be more functional. When you have 27 people involved it is easy to have a 

largr. percentage of people absent at a meeting. When that happens there is always a reeducation 

process to bring people back up to speed. I think that is the primary reason to be doing this. If 

there are any questions I would be happy to answer them. 
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Ooo Flynn .. Yi"c Chuic SW Water Authority; I um in fovor of this bill. (Sec written testimony). 

Chujrm,m B~mncrfc.il~t Any quci,tions of the committee'! Anyone else to testify in fovor of this 

bill'! 

Chip Unruh: I um one of the 27 SW Wutcr Authority bourd of directors, When we first got 

sturtcd we needed 27 members, however we don't need that many anymore. We cun reach our 

goals with u smaller bourd und I usk thut you do puss this bill. 

hi.rues l,cnnin"ton .. SW Pipeline Proicct Mnnogcr: I um here in support of SB 2223. 

Duve Kolar1sJ :...ND Water l~csourcc Rural Water S)::stcms Associution: We arc here in support of 

this bill. Reducing this board is a !urge step forward in running the water system. I have some 

amendments with the approval of the sponsors that uddrcss the subject relating to water, but not 

specifically the SW Water Authority, I put these amendments on a bill that passed the Senate und 

ran into considerable amount of trouble because the Senate killed that legislation, This is a 

simple housecleaning amendment. During this session we had the Legislative Council take a 

look at the reimbursement of travel expenses for water district directors and employees. Chapter 

61 covers directors with reimbursements but docsn 't cover the expenses of employees. It gi vcs 

the board the authority to fix the compensation of employees and it docsn 't cover the 

reimbursement of expenses. This amendment adds the words, "and reimbursements of expenses, 

To make it clear that the board is entitled to fix the compensation of employees and reimburse 

them for their expense. Also to furnish vehicles for travel. 

Chaimian Rennerfeldt: Any questions of the committee? 

Andy Mork M Morton County Water Resource Board: We appear here today in support of SB 

2223. We do have a question on the makeup of the board. They have 1 director for each county, 
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pluK 2 more directors from the city of Dickintmn, We ure wondering what the rcuson is for this'! I 

per county would probably do it. We do support this bill. 

Cfmirmuo R,,moc;rf1;l~t; Any questions'? Anyone else here to testify in fovor of this bill? Anyo11c 

opposed to this bill'? If not l will closu the heuring on SU 2223. 

Vice Cbulr Nr~ I movu the umcndmcnt thut Mr. Koland brought with. 

Chujnnun Rmrfcldt: Any further discussion on the amendment'? All those in fuvor signify by 

suying Aye. Opposed'? Motion curried by voice vote, Okuy we have SB 2233 in front of us us 

amended, 

Rep, Porter; I am not sure if anybody else would like to hear SW response, but I am sure they 

have a very good reason why they lrnvc more than one person from Dickinson, They might want 

to take u moment and nnswcr thut for us, 

D~ The city of Dickinson was the first original user in 1991. The representation of the 

city of Dickinson has been set up as right now there arc three out of there and two out of Stark 

County. Basically now it will be one from each county and two from the city of Dickinson 

because they are the largest user of the system. 

Rep. Klein: lsn 't it true that all the water in Dickinson is treated? 

Fl~nn: Yes, it is. Dickinson made a suggestion that they go ahead v1ith their water treatment 

plant and they have done some upgrades and it was a saving of 7.2 million dollars by going 

through their treatment plant. So right now, the treatment plant is treating for all of the system 

that is in service now, including the city. Now, as of April 1st we will have operated and 

maintained the treatment plant for about a year. SW Authority does not own anything. 

Rep, Klein: I move a Do Pass. 
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Rep. Brekke; I second. 

Rep. Porter: I am just a little uncomfortable doing this one before we do SB 2222. Just from an 

equity standpoint. If for some reason the expiration date is taken off I think the money that 

Morton County puts in their representation should be at least equal to thut of Dickinson 

regardless of the users. I am not comfortable doing this bill before we do SB 2222. 

Rep, Klein: The reason that Dickinson got two directors was that was ne,.1,otiations that took 

place putting the city water chief under the SW Water Authority. Am I right on that'? 

Rep. Dro.vdal: I think we should hold off. 

(Some more discussion about withdrawing the motion or tabling the motion) 
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Minutes: 

Chair.man Earl Renncrfcldt. Vice Chair Jon 0, Nelson. r~~p. Brekke. Rep. DcKrey, Rep. Drovdal. 

Rep. Galvin...1.-Rep. Keiser. Rep. Klein. Rep. N_ottcstad, Rtm,J:ortcr. Rep. \Veilcr, Rep. Hunson, 

Rep. Kelsh. Rep. Solberg. R~inrich. 

Chuinnan Renncrfcldt: Let 1s do SB 2223, 

Rr:!1. Porter: I will pass out this set of nmendmcnts for SB 2223. And move to adopt 

amendments. 

Rep, DeKre)'.: I second. 

(Discussion on amendments) 

~ Chair Nclsonj I call for question. 

Chairman Rcnncrfcldt: We hnve u motion for do pass on amendments. Call the roll. 

MOTION TO ADOPT AMENDMENTS 
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YES, 6 NO, 9 

AMENDMENTS FAIL 

Rep. Droydal: I move a Do Pass as Amended on SB 2223. 

Rep. Winrich: I second. 

Chainnan Renncrfoldt: Any further discussion. Call the roll. 

MOTION FOR A DO PASS AS AMENDED 

YES, 14 NO, 1 

CARRIED BY REP. DROVDAL 
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Adopted by the Natural Resources 
Committee 

March 22, 2001 

~Bili ~crlh~8s2md "and" JJRRYcM~JlM9~-~4.5-08" ine~1t~,Yib 
subsection 7 of section 61-35-12" 

Page 1, line 2, after "authority" Insert "and the reimbursement of water district employee 
expenses" 

Page 2, after line 25, Insert: 

11SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 7 of section 61-35-12 of the North 
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

7. Appoint and fix the compensation and reimbursement Qf expenses of such 
empl()yees as the board deems necessary to conduct the business and 
affair~; of the district and to procure the services of engineers and other 
technical experts, and to retain attorneys to assist, advise, and act for U In 
Its proceedings." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 10475,0101 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 22, 2001 3:46 p.m. 

Module No: HR .. 50•6473 
Carrier: Drovdal 

Insert LC: 10475.0101 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2223: Natural Resources Committee (Rep. Rennerieldt, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(14 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ft.BSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2223 was placed on the Sixth 
order on the calendar. 

Page 11 line 1, replace the second 11and 0 with a comma and after 1161-24.5-08" insert '4, ar.d 
subsection 7 of section 61-35-12" 

Page 1, line 2, after "authority" Insert "and the reimbursement of water district employee 
expenses0 

Page 2, after llne 25, Insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 7 of section 61-35-12 of the North 
Dakota Century Code ls amended and reenacted as follows: 

7. Appoint and fix the compensation and reimbursement of expenses of such 
omployees as the board deems necessary to conduct the business and 
affairs of the district and to procure the services of engineers and other 
technical experts, and to retain attorneys to assist advise, and act for It in 
Its proceedings, 11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DEOI<, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HIHO·G473 
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Good Morning. I am Chip Unruh, I zipped out of Zap. I am here to support Senate Bill 2223. 

I am one of 27 directors on the Southwest Water Authority Board of Directors, representing 
Mercer County the past four years. 

When this board was initially formed about nine years ago, we believed its size was appropriate 
considering the enormous task at hand covering such a large area. 

Much has been accomplished since its inception, Presently we are furnishing a bilJion, yes I said 
a billion, gallons of quality water to 22 cit.ies and 4500 patrons with l 869 hookups to farms and 
ranches. 

While we have not yet reached our goal, a lot of potential and work still remains in Mercer, 
Oliver and North Dunn Counties. The Intake facility is located in Mercer County, yet we serve 
only the city of Golden Valley, 

We voted to downsize our board and feel Rssured that we can reach our goal and reduce expenses 
with a smaller board as we have excellent leadership and staff. 

We urge you to support this bill giving it a "DO PASS" designation. 

Thank you. 

I • ,I! •• 



Good morning. I am Don Flynn from Scranton, North Dakota 

I am the Vice-Chairman of the Southwest Water Authority (Authority). 

I come today to speak in favor of Senate Bill 2223 that will reduce the size of 

the Authority Board of Directors from 27 rnembers to 14 members. 

When the Legislature created the Authority in 1991, the Authority 

combined the interests of three rural water systems and some of the work of 

the West River Joint Board. This saved duplication of efforts, but 27 

directors was a reasonable number of people to represent the water interests 

of 12 counties and the city of Dickinson since there was no staff at that time. 

Today, as shown on the charts accompanying this statement, the 

Authority has a very capable staff to meet the needs of the Authority, 

including meeting with cot1nty and city commissions and other groups as 

needed. Downsizing will again save duplication of efforts by having one group 

meet each month as the Board of Directors to discuss and approve all 

necessary business. Currently, the Executive Committee discusses some issues 

one month and these same issues must then be brought before the full Board 

the following month before action can be taken. 

Situations change and the Southwest Water Authority is now in a 

pos-ltton to downsize it, Board and still meet the needs of southwest North 
2 



Dakota. This Board of Directon will still work to complete the Southwest 

Pipeline Project, to continue to provide excellent operation and maintenance 

of the system on behalf of the people of North Dakota, and to continue to take 

an active role in water development throughout the state. 

We request favorable consideration for Senate Bill 2223. 

3 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT SB 2223 

Section 1. AMENDMENT. Section 61-24.5-04 of the 1999 Supplement to the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as fo Hows: 

61-24,5-04. Board of directors - Officers - Meetings - Compensation. Two 
directors must be elected in the city of Mandan. The director from Morton County may 
not be a resident of the city of Mandan. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 2223 

Page t, line t, after "61-24.5-08" insert "and subsection 7 of section 61-35-12. 

Page 1, line 2, after "authority'' insert'·, reimbursement of water district employee 
expenses." 

Page 2, after line 27, insert 

"SECTION 4. AMEND!\'IENT. Subsection 7 of section 61-35-12 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

7. Appoint and fix the compensation and reimbursement of expenses of such 
employees as the board deems ncc~ssary to conduct the business and affairs of 
the district and to procure the services of engineers and other technical 
experts, and to retain attorneys to assist, advise, and act for it in its 
proceedings." 

Renumber accordingly 
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Good morning. I am Don Flynn from Scranton, North Dakota 

I am the Vice-Chairman of the Southwest Water Authority (Authority). 

I come today to speak in favor of Senate Bill 2223 that will reduce the size of 

the Authority Board of Directors from 27 members to 14 members. 

When the Legislature created the Authority in 1991, the Authority 

combined the interests of three rural water systems and some of the work of 

the West River Joint Board. This saved dupUcation of efforts, but 27 

directors was a reasonable number of people to represent the water interests 

of 12 counties and the city of Dicl<lnson since there was no staff at that time. 

Today, as shown on the charts accompanying this statement, the 

Authority has a very capable staff to 1neet the needs of the Authority, 

including meeting with county and city commissions and other groups as 

needed. Downsizing will again save duplication of efforts by having one grou1> 

' 
meet each month as the Board of Directors to discuss and ap1>rove all 

necessary business. Currently, the Executive Committee discusses some issues 

one month and these same issues must then be brought before the full Board 

tht following month before action can be taken. 

Situations change and the Southwest Water Authority is now in a 

position to downsize its Board and still meet the needs of southwest North 

2 
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Dakota. This Board of Directors will still work to complete the Southwest 

Pipeline Project, to continue to provide excellent operation and maintenance 

of the system on behalf of the people of North Dakota, and to continue to take 

an active role in water development throughout the state. 

We request tavorable consideration fof .S~nate. Bill. 2223. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •' • I • '• ~ ' .• 
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