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Mi11utes: A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND AND REENACT SECTIONS l 2.1-20-06 ANO 

I 2. l-20M07 OF THE NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE, RELATING TO SEXUAL 

ABUSE OF WARDS AND SEXUAL ASSAULT; AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY. 

Senator Lyson, testifies in fovor of SB 2254. This bill comes to us because four years ago when 

laws were chal'lgcd concerning deptnwnt of corrections a11d sexual abuse of wards. I agree with 

this bill when first talked to about it. Problem is when a jail staff gets involved with an inmate. 

Or when a guard had sex with 5 inmates, this was only a misdcamenaor. I think it's horrible 

when authoi:itics use their power for sexual abuse. This bill is absolutely necessary and must be 

passed, 

Senator Wutnc, if you look at 2 and it states the ages. Remember our othcl' bill regarding 

minors we passed? Docs this bill correlate with those same parameters of age'? 

Senator Lyson, it dol~S and I'm not so sure thut it should. 

Senator Watne, it doesn't look like it corrclutcs. 
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Ken Sorenson, what bill? 

Senator Watne, bill 2035. We changed it to make the crimc:i more severe. 

Senator Lyson, I sec what you 're doing, an<l 1 'm not so sure I agree with it. Whi..:n you 're 

dealing with someone who's in charge i)f someone. It should be more t;i..:vcrc of a puni..;hmcnt. 

Senator Watne, an adult with a minor was a class A. A man l 8-21 with a victim of l 5-17 was a 

lesser charge. An adult with a minor under I 5, or if adult is 22 and minor is l 5-1 7 this is a class 

C. 

Senator Lyson, I felt anyone who was in charge of a ward should get a class C folony. 

Scnat()r Traynor on line l l, page 2. Would amendments be appropriate so it would be 

compatible with SB 2035'? 

Senator Lyson, the penalties regarding wards !}hould be more severe, I don't care how old the 

person is. 

Senator Watne, can anyone be a guardian'? What is the age'? 

Senator Lyson, I am a guardian of someone who is 48. Age is not the issue. 

Senator Der·cicr, what about two consenting adults? 

Senator Lyson, I don't think you can have two consenting adults in a jai I. That was an 

argument at the penitentiary, 

Ken S01·cnson, Consent is not a defense. They arc in charge of someone else. 

Senator Dever, could this be consturcd tu add a teacher at a school'? 

Ken Sorenson, that would be dealt with in another cxisiting luw. 

Senator Traynor, your uping the penalty. 

Senator Lyson, yes. 

Senator Traynor closed the hcurin on SB 2254. 



Page 3 
ScC1ate Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution ~umber SB 2254 
Hearing Date January 29th, 200 I 

Motion was made by Senator Trenb~ath to Do Pass, Seconded by Senator Lyson. Vote 

indicated 7 yeas, 0 nays and O absent and not voting. Senator Lyson volunteered to carr)' 

the bill. 
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SB 2254: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Traynor, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
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Minutes: Chairman De Krey op~ned the hearing on SB 2254. Relating to sexual abuse of wards 

nnd scxuul assault and to provide a penalty, 

Senator Lyson: Distrh.:t I. introduced the bill. If someone takes advantage of someone when you 

have power over them and takes advantage of them sexually, should not be a tnisdcmeanor. but 

rather should be a felony, 

Chuirn1an DeKrey: /\re thcr·c uny questions. seeing none thank you for appearing before the 

committee. Anyone elsi.: wishing to uppi.:ar with testimony either neutral or in opposition. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

Rep Ddmore moves u DO PASS motion, sceondcd by Rep Grande. 

DISCUSSION 

Chujrmun DcKn.·x: The clcl'k wil I eall the roll on u DO PASS motion for· SB 2254. The motion 

pusses with 14 YES. 0 NO nnd I ABSENT. Rep Marngos is the cnrricr. 
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