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SENATOR FISCHER opened on the hearing on SB 2256, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN OUTLET FROM DEVIL'S LAKE. 

SENATOR TRAYNOR, of District 13 the prime sponsor of SB 2256 presented the bill, stated 

the bill was n~cessary because in the 1999 session SB 2188 was passed that provided flood relief 

and protection for several cities. The bill provided that the outlet be constrncted only ancr the 

United Stutes authorized the project. This has not been done and SB 2256 extends the authority 

of the state to issue bonds for the state's contribution of $20,000,000.00 fol' the outlet cost. 

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS JOHi·JSON, of Distl'ict 12, cosponsor of SB 2256 testi tied in 

support of the bill. 

JOE BELFORD, County Commissioner and Chairman of the Lake Emergency Management 

Committee testified that $400 Million hus been spend on the battle of the flooding of Devil's 

Lnkc. He showed on a mup the levels of the lukc in 1940, 1993, 1999 and the urea thut wi II be 



Page 2 
Senate Natural Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2256 
Hearing Date 2-1-0 I 

flooded if the lake rises to 1460. He is sure water will flow into Stump Lake this year\ that is I) 

feet below running into the Sheyenne River. He gave several updates on proposed projects and 

plans to keep up with continuing flooding. 

DALE FRINK, interim State Engineer of the North Dakota State Water Commission\ testified in 

support of the SB 2256. (Sec attached testimony), 

ARDEN HAN ER, former water manager, tcsti fied in a neutral 1,osition of SB 2256. 

There was no testimony presented in opposition to SB 2256. 

The hearing was closed on SB 2256. 

SENATOR TRAYNOR made a motion for a "Do Pass - rcrcfcrrl!d to Appropriations" 

of SB 2256. 

SENATOR EVERY second the motion. 

SENATOR FISCHER called for roll vote of SB 2256, The vote indicatcJ 7 YA 'r S, 0 NAYS, 0 

ABSENT OR NOT VOTING. 

SENA TOR TRA YN.OR will carry SB 2256. 



Bill/Resolution No.: 

Amrmdment to: 

SB 2256 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

02/01/2001 

1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations 
compared to funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law. 

I 1999-2001 Biennium i 2001-2003 Biennium I 2003-2005 Biennium I 
!General Fund I Othe~ Funds /General Fund I Other Funds /General Fund I Other Funds I 

Revenues I r·- $20.ooo.ooq ___________ ·--- ·--·-r·-·"·----·--· --·1 
E,c pendltures I I $20,000,00~ I ·7 

I Appropriations I I I 
-

I $20,000,00~ I I 
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal eflect on the appropriate political 
subdivision. 

1999-2001 Biennium 200_1-2003 Bi~nnium I 2003-2005 Biennlun-1 -·-7 
,_C_o_u_n-tl_e_s _~,-•-;-=-1~...,.~-,~c-~...,...~-,-C-ou-,-lt-ie_s_~ .--;-e-1~....,.~-~c-~,....ls -r:::-,e-s-~-- ~~~~c~1~7 
-- i== c--=:J 

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the mec1suw which cause fiscal impact and include nny comments 
relevant to your analysis. 

SB 2256 extends the effective date to issue bonds for only the Devils Lake flood control project through 
June 30, 2003. North Dakota State Water Commission's appropriation bill. H8 I o:B. also contains the 
honding authority for the Dcvih; Lake project. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1 A, µlease: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenuo typo 

and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

The Devils Lake flood control project was approved for $20 million, At this tilm.· none of these funds ha\'l' 

been expended, SB 2256 provides the authority to bond for $20 million. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each 
agency, line item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

Although extending the eftcctivc date would allow the State Water Commission to issue $10 million of 
honds, the State Wuter Commission hns only 11u:ludcd $IO millicin in our 20(, I - 200.1 hudgct with the 
bulnnce needed in future bienniums. 

C, Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts, Provide detmJ, when appropriate, of tho cffuct 
on the blennla/ appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts 111cl11ded in tho 
executive budget, Indicate the relatlonshlp between the amounts shown for exponditures nnd 



appropriations. 

By extending the cffoctivc date of Chapter 61-02.1 appropriation authority is al:-;o provided. 

~ame: Dale Frink )Agency: State Water Commission 7 
p~h_o_n_e_N_u __ m_b_er_: ____ 32_8_-4_9_9_8 -------~ate Prepared: 02/01 /200_1 ________ --] 



Date: d - (J 1 ~ {j) 
Roll Call Vote#: } 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. J.).;?f 

Senate NATURAL RESOURCES 

D Subcommittee on ----~-----______ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By Seconded _~_-/J_~f ...... ~,/~t-,t~'+-·-~v_...,_. ___ By 

Senators 
Sen. Thomas Fischer. Chairman 
Sen, Ben Tollefson. Vice Chair. 
Sen. Randel Christmann 
Sen. Layton Frcborg 
Sen. John T. Traynor 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

Yes No 
•· , 

•' 
l .. 

L,-

v' 
y· 

No 

0 

Floor Assignment ,,(kJ l"(2U ,_ 
If the vote is on an amcndm~nt, briefly indicate intent: 

Senators 
Sen, Michael A. Every 
Sen. Jerome Kelsh 

Committee 

Yes No 
}..,/ 

(.,./ 

·-
--

·-



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 2, 2001 1 :07 p.m. 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: SRM19-2243 
Carrier: Traynor 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

SB 2256: Natural Resources Committee (Sen. Fischer, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2256 was rereferred to the Appropriations 
Committee. 

(2) 01:SK, (31 COMM Page No. 1 



2001 SENATE APPROPRIATIONS 

SB 2256 

·•. 



2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. S82256 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Heuring Date February 12, 200 I 

---~---···· ---·•· 
. Tape Numb_cr __ _ Side A Side B Meter II 

---t ---- --------- -+------------
x O,OM 11,8 _ Tape II I __ -------------+-~ --- ---+--···--···---------····--- .. ·-----·--·-···--··· 

Minutes: 

ScnntmNcthing. Chair of the Senate Appropt'lations Committee, opened the hearing 011 Sl3225<,. 

Senator Traynor, District 15, Devils Lake, testified in support of the blll. 

Current authority ends June 30, 2001: and this will extend it two mot'L' years, Tlu:re is a prcs-;ing 

need to uddress this now, 

Senator Solberg: The flood control mci.1su1·cs'? 

Senator Traynor: 20 million bond went to fodcrnl projects 

SenatOI' Solberg: Approve outlet to cast'? 

Senator Trnynor: We nskcd Sc11ato1· Conrad that. he indicated make it a c:ontingcncy 

upprnpriation u ussure mo1·e next 2 yearn. 

Scnntm Solbcr·g: Take fcderul nuthodty away'? Decouple? 

Scnatpr Trn~nm·: This would expedite the project. 

Senator Tlu11~: If out let is construction -- contrnl 011 release'? 
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Scnut" Appropriutions Committee 
UHi/Resoiution Numbnr SU2256 
lhmdnl& Dute Pobruury 12, ioo I 
Ssmotor TtuXUQr: Yes, control outlet under this: if water comes 11uturully- 0 no. 

RQp~~1,mtotl\;''a( S£hmjili, District 12, Muddock. tcsti fled in support •· like 10 sec the extended 

uuthority. 

Mi&J1ni.;l l)W):'.~t (Lobbyist IW82), North Dukota Wutcr Users /\ssociution, testified on thdr bL•lwl r 

in support of SB2256 und SB2264. 

Ssrno1oc Bowmilll: Using fcdernl dollurs to bond'! If not, why fed in vol vcd'! 

Dole Prince. Interim IJircctor of Water Commission: The law n:quircs fodcrnl project -- west 

end. HB 1151 if pussed will give citlwr/or: gives flexibility. 

Scnntpr Robinso11: Impact if the fodcrnl government is out--· is tlwrc litigation --- SL'c fodL•rnl 

rcsponsibillty'? 

Dulo Prirn;s;: Not sure it makes u diffcrc11t. Impact statement either way (Corp of Engirn:crs) . 

.Scnutor Hcitkomn: If we get permit--~ litigution: do the fods not defend permit'! 

Dnlc Prin£Q: Probably true ~-- not smc when it would be to that point. 

No udditionul testimony. Heuring on SB2256 closed. 

~-.-..-..... 
cbnmry 15, 2001 Full Committee Action (Tnpc 3, Side A: Meter No. 45.3-54.()) 

Senator Nothing reopened the hearing on 3B2256. 

Discussion: authority only; no cost to stuk. 

Senator Andrist moved r. DO PASS; Senator Holmberg seconded. Roll Call Votes: 14 yes: O no: 

0 absent and not voting. 

Floor assignment buck to the original carrier: Scnutor Trnynor. 



Roll Cull Vot~• t': 

200t SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE HOLL CALL VOTES 
HILL/HESOLllTION NO, ,~5 ~ ,~,;. ·1_;/ .., - (/· 

{ 'ommilh.01..' 

0 Subcommittee on ·-·---------. --"'- ______ . ___ _ 
or 

D Conlcrence Committee 

Lcgislutivc C'ollncil Amendment Numbl.!r 

Senators Yes~ No sc,rntot·s \'cs No 
Dnv~ Ncthing, Chairman ✓ 

Ken Solberg, Vicc-Chuirman /, 
Rundy A. Schobingcr 
Elroy N, Linduns v 
I lnrvoy Tallnckson 

·1 -
Lurri'. J. Robinson I 

Steven W. Tomnc I ✓ 
Joel C. Heitkanm v ... - -·-
Tony Grindbcrg ✓ 

Russell T. Thane ✓ 

Ed Krinustad ✓ 

Ruy Holmberg ✓ 
Bill Bowman ✓ 

John M. Andrist ✓ 

Total Yes ___ Jf'_.,___. ___ No 

If the vote is on an umcndmcnt, briefly indicntc intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 15, 2001 6 :24 p,m, 

Module No: SR-28·3594 
Carrier: Traynor 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2268: Appropriations Committee (Sen. Nethlng, Ch~lrman) recommend6 DO PASS 

(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2256 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No, 1 sn-2a :iri!M 
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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, SB 2256 

Houso Nutural Resources Committee 

□ Conforencc Committee 

Heuring Dute Murch 15, 200 I 

- --------------· --------·---·--·-·-·. ----·-•-· --------·---·-·-·-·-·-. -----·• --·--------- ·- ··-··-··----·--··- ____ .. __ ...... ··-·· --- .. ·•· 

___ Tur.,c _Number ____________ Side A __________________________ SidcB _______________________ Ml'ter_ll __ _ 
I x I to "/75 -~------------ ----- ----·----------------·---------- -- ··------ ···- ·-·····------- ----- - ···•···-··-·· ----·---- -----------·····--------- ,. 

Minutes: 

Chairmun Eorl Rcnncrfcldh Vice Choir Jon O, Nelson. Rep. Brekke. 8cp, DeKrey, Rep. Drovill.!1 

Rep, Keiser, Rep. Klein. Rep, Notlcstad. gcp. Porh;t'. Rep. Weller, Rep. Hanson, Rep. Keis!]. 

Rep, Solberg, Rep. Winrich, 

,Chnirmun Rcnncrtcldt: I will call the House Naturul Resources Committee to order. Call the roll. 

I will open the hcuring on SB 225(). We have Sen. Traynor here to introduce the bill. 

Sen. Traynor - District 15: I am here to encourage your support of SB 2256, We passed a bll I 2 

years ugo thut offered water programs for several communities in ND. it was really a statcwidl! 

program and provided the t\111ds to do it for IO ycurs and beyond, The item for Devils Lake was 

the nuthority to issue bonds up to '.O million dollars for an outlet from Devils Lake in 

cooperation with u Federal program, This bill merely extends the authority to issue the bonds 

until June 30, 2003. That authority will expire this coming June. So that is the only purpose of 
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this bill. We urc hoping th,! Federal government will move forward in the next couple of y1:ars on 

this program. The only item I want to mention is the law passed two years ugo ,tddressed 

downstream interests. It suys, 11The Stntc Wuter Commission may only issue bonds for the 

construction of un outlet from Devi Is Luke when the US uuthorizes constrnction of an out kt, and 

neither the State Water Commission or a Federal Agency has developed a plan addr1.:ssing 

damage to basic infrastructure, such as roads, culverts, and bridges, riverbank erosion, 

downstrcum flooding und increased water treatment costs caused by or resulting from the 

construction ofun outlet." That remains in the law, This docs not change that. So the program 

would protect the downstream interests. With the r1:ccnt forecast, I am sure you huve all heard 

that the lake will likely rise another 3 feet to almost 1450 fo~t. The urgency of the outlet is even 

more Uurn it was two years ago, So I would encourngc the committee to give a Do Pass to this 

bill. 

Chuirnmn.l~cnncrtgldt: Docs the committee have nny questions for the Senator'! 

Joe Bel ford - Ransom Copnty Commissioner: I stand before you in support of SB 225(), the 

bonding bill for Devils Lake, The Environmental Impact statement is on the way, We arc going 

to have our scoping meeting on the 6th of April, then: will be 6 of them. The schedule for the 

Environmental lmpuct Statement is to be completed by November 2002. The design will be 

ongoing, So we could very possibly bl: needing to tup into t! , funding bill before the session 

meets nguin. As you know we arc going to spend another 30-40 million dollars on roads in 

Devils Luke this ycur, Some more dikes and things of that nature. It is time to mow forward and 

get some kind of relief. 

Chair mun Rcnncrfcldt: Any questions of the committee'? 
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.Uwtls Miller - l,L.\bl.l:t We support this resolution. The LAND suppol'ts u controlled outlet out 

of Devils Luke. Any questions. 

D.llh, Frink~ lutcti1J1 En~in~£r for tlw Watgr Commission: I app~:ar here toduy in support of SB 

2256, (Sec written testimony) . 

.ciuurmnn Bcnn9rfoldt~ Any qu1..·stions of tlw <.:ommittcc? 

Vjcc Choir Nelson: Dulc, in II U 1151, there is authority for the Water Commission to begin 

construction on un outlet. This bonding authority could be used in the event thut the state did tuke 

control of this. Would you agree'? 

Dale Fri.ukl Yes, we could use either money in our appropriations bill or we could bond. 

CJrnirnrnn R~;nncrfoldt: Any further questions, Anyone else to speak in fovor of SB 225(), Any 

opposition to SB 2256. If not, I will close the hearing on SU 2256 . 

.Y.1£,c Choir Nelson: I move n Do Pass 011 SB 2256. 

Rep. Nottc~tilffi I second. 

Chairmnn Rcnncrfckl!: I huvc a motion for u Do Pass on this bill, is there any further dis1:ussio11·.i 

Cull the roll. 

MOTION FOR A DO PASS 

\'ES, 13 NO, 0 

2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING 



Date: 
Roll Call Vote n: 

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE HOLL CALL VOTES 

House Natural Resources 

UILl)RESOLUTION NO. I) J5h 
bt; (l 

Committee 

D Subcommittee on ______________________ _ 
or 

• D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Representatives Yes 
Earl Rcnnerfcldt - Chainnan ~ 

Jon 0. Nelson - Vice Chairman ....-
Curtis E. Brekke ✓ 

Duane DeKrey V 
David Drovdal v 
Pat Galvin -
George Keiser 
Frank Klein V 
Darrell D. Nottcstad V 

Todd Porter V 

Dave Weiler V 

Seconded 
·- By 

No Hcprcscntatlvcs 
Lyle Hanson 
Scot Kelsh 
Lonnie B. Winrich 
Dorvan Solberg 

-

-

() 

-
Yes No 
V 
~ 
,._..... 

✓ 

-
I 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ [_3:a----- No ---------------

~ 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2256: Natural Resources Committee (Rep, Rennerfeldt, Chairman) recommends DO 

PASS (13 YEAS, 0 ~\ a.vs, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SB 2256 was placed on 
the Fourteenth order on the calendar, 

(2) DESI<, (3) COMM Page No, 1 HR•45·5717 
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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BllL 2256 

Senate Natural Hesources c,,mmittee 

Dale Frink, Interim State Engineer 
North Dakota State Water Comn1ission 

Mr. Chairman and Members of tho Senato Natural Hesourcos Commitieu, 

I am Dale Frink, Interim Stato Engineer for tho Stato Wflter Commission and I 

appear today in support of funding for a Devils Luke outlet. 

Tho flooding crisis around Dovils lake continues to be one of the most 

difficult issues facing the state, Devils lake is at elevation 1446.1 msl and is 

expected to start to flow into Stump Lake later this year. An outlet from Dovils 

Lake is a priority of the Water Commission, We continue to work with the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers on a permanent outlet from the west end of the lako. 

We are also considering an emergency state outlet for the lake. 

Last biennium the legislature authorized up to $20 n1illion of state funds for 

a Devils Lake outlet. The Water Commission's appropriation bill, HB 1023, 

includes $10 million for the outlet during the 2001-003 biennium, including 

bonding authority for the outlet and other statewide water projecb;. 

Mr. Chairman and Members of tho Com.mittec, I urge your cont.inued 

support for a Devils Lake outlet. 



' I _ .... , I 1-.!..r.!__..:_ ·' -;~ __ LI ·" ff- ~~=tTJ l l ( i- LI 't·-. 

I ' ' - I I. j l I I' 

1_ \f L,i I \-ltJi .:,3..:-c. 
+;:1 --'i r -•r 

~ I 

~1 
-, "l-'.I\ u. irlTI __ 

----r:-I ·-+---,. J 
~---- 1· ~--•-•~ 7---r ~ 

---- -~-r~ r ~ ' -

-·. l 'l •• •-I -- f,.. , ; _I_ I- '· I ~ ~-I·•• ~J.-.-- I ; •-~ 

L fJ-X_L L,' --~ ' --- . ' ·,-•-,+-I. t•··-• I J_ . i L ' I I I 

~-j.:_· ··ir- . Mj" _:- . . , .. r,- '- __ ,_· : cl.. .. 
.J_ 1· ·- ·-1", ~1{ ' 

0 

I I-~ ---:-~:r · .. \ ~ !Jtt+rj f I I : .. 
i-_j__ ., -'1..._:1 . I ' h : ' :, t . : : I - -- - - j.. T-· ......... ~~· l -- r _). ______ r~--- ·:. .• . ·-1 _ ....... _ ..... -1 • 

' ,r ' I,,.. I ·t-1 l ·-j ·-i- I --,- . -, J -; "· .. --·-·1. ' I . 

1. 

1 

, _L 'f > r -~-J-i ·· .. --1 -··1---t~ _ : _.._ : · ) . . _{-
:-r)· ·. 7, ,. ;Lj J ' \.[ - - --+- ..-1--- I w ! r 
, 1·~=r ·· ~ - _· 7 __ L. :: ,_ - -- __ _

1

_m! ■■■ I~ ! <, ! :::i_ J-
.. --T ' ' -•. - \ [J Ill rg ,, S I_ =- -· ·I I , 

- ... , . --····. , - - -·]" l 'n· • ; ; i; ,- L 1- -1 . ~ 
- ii J - -- - L.J~ ·- . \+ -'.::-· -L,iil- I I ! jl Q - - . +--J. .. : - I 

' - j - - . I ;~, - CD I I. 

.. , - . ~ 
, J__ -·rH~ .. Ff-n 

•• ~ ' . I I 

' 1/.l L .. ··- ' ' : ' I - ', j : - . -, ,7 

--• J_ ___ -- - }1'-J,-+1.77 -- ·--htr ___ l __ ·~ -=: . i --'-11 

I 

' 

l i..i --

~- ...... ~ 
}._ { ~. I - • • \ , -----. r, 

i-- , ' , I 1····-r 1+ __ J_ l --, j I ... . - -
• •.. I -- - . J, • • . ' -- , . -·· ··t---· i , : --+ - I --- J ,,, , I 

' ---- ' ' .. ' ~ '' 
---·- I -t' 1 it 1 :--- : I l --J-+j _.,... · ... :1::-•··l _J_ I · I T--• ~. r ~ ' ' J . ,. -i ' ..... ., ,L ' • 

' ,] -~ J • - . , ' __ •-- •·• ,~) 7 ii -·••-'' ,- -~' •• - I __ ] ·· · 1 •. , I.. • --J . • I . ·- " - - . . .. -, . . • ' I 

,__ . ) .. ·-. -.... ··1 t 1 l · c- -,- l I J J .. l.. ....... . , ' : ·" ·;· . ·•· ·1 -- , I , -- · • - t- - - ... : ... · ' ·-·· . .. . ... ' -.f---·- -.-· ;~ I ' , __ _; J · ·-
• j j , O •·-· _. ! '-i r---~--- ' ~ · ➔ • • 

--, -·- .. j -·-·-r . I ···-


