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Minutes: CHAIRMAN FREBORG called the hcwrlng on SB 2270 relating to the provision 

of all 1rade levels by school districts. The hearing was held In the Brynhlld Haugland 

Room, 

Tfttlmony In support or SB 22701 

SENATOR ORINDBERO, Distract 41, spoke in support of the bill. He presented un overview of 

the bili. (see attached), In explaining the bill he stated his intention is not to close existing 

schools, but to look at ways of efficiency and to look at the future and the cha I lcngcs that face 

our state. In subsecdon 3, schools on military bases are exempt (NDCC 15.1-08), In the next 

five years there will bo 12, 800 fewer students In the state. This is a critical issue for ND. and he 

does support the local decisions on this issue, Because of the dynamics and demographics of our 
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state, it Is prudent for the citizens of ND and the legislature to hdk about those chullcngcs 

objectively und look at the issut1s and what is best for the students of this state. Why is NO 

growing at such a slow pace? Several reasons for this. North Dakota hus typlcnlly puid the leust 

to get by. He feels the young people move out of stute due to low wuges, According to the 

,oundtablc discussions, the status of Nort.h Oakotans is they don't want to sec others succeed. 

The Issue DQ.W is declining enrollment in our schools, What is the public policy on declining 

enrollment. 'We need to look at what is best for NO, We need to check ull options, including the 

OovFJrnor's proposal. This bill does not close any schools. SENATOR KELSH nskcd how this 

bill would affect schools working in a cooperative effort. SENATOR GRINDBERG stated thut 

if they have cooperative efforts and things are working out and they huvc efficiencies thut huvc 

brought them to the point of collaborating, this bill .might allow them to merge und continue to 

operate the same way. 

REPRESENTATIVE HAAS, District 36, spoke in support of the bill. (sec attached), He ulso 

distributed a handout on school district reorganization recommended timclin..:. (sec attached), 

There are QPtions in the dissolution process, There is good technical assistance uvnilublc from 

DPI. North Dakota needs to embrace the necc&sary changes and move forward or it will 

stagnate while the world passes it by. 

REPRESENTATIVE NOTTESTAD, District 43, spoke in support of -the bill. North Dakota still 

has-". K - 8 school districts. He stated we need to bring a nonn to North Dakota of K - 12 

schooling, He has an amendment ( se~ attached) to address the border towns of ND which will 

assure them that the arrangements they have in place will remain, and they will still have the 

option of attending schools in the other state as is necessary. There is no guarantee that the 
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cross-border arrangements will always be there. Passage of this bill would be a huge step to help 

in the efficiency of delivering education to K • 12 in ND. 

REPRESENTATIVE LAUREL THORESON, District 13, testified In support oflhe bill, He 

feels we are in a crJsls situation In ND with numbers. We have to work together usu community 

(all North Dakota) to supply the best education for our students. He feels money ulon~ won't 

solve the problems (declining enrollment, teacher shortage, etc.) facin,~ ND, but through working 

together and through education of the poop le, tho problems can ho resolved, 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON, District 18, presented testimony in support of the bill. (sec 

attached), 

TOM DECKER, DPI, stated this bill ls redefining local control. Local control will still exist in 

these areas iI' this bill is adopted. A different group of school board members will be making 

decisions about school districts. They will be making decisions in an environment large enough 

to have long-term viability and the financial base to operate a district. This bill addresses how to 

more equitably address declining enrollment and share resources, In looking at the trnnsportation 

issue, he stated that children can be transported to their school within an hour if d1e 

transportation is set 1,,1p properly. Because of the emotional involvement on this issue, DPI 

would ask the legislators to focus on the policy issues, on what ls best for most of ND's studen~s, 

and on distribution of taxable assets that will allow those districts in ND that will be needed 

forever as K - I 2 locations tn continue to function effectively with adequate resources. On the 

issue of the .ll K .. 8 districts, he feels they will not dissolve voluntarily or consolidate willingly. 

The legislature may want to set up a process whereby new local boards can appeal to DPI on n 

decision to dissolve or consolidate. He feels the timelinc of 6/30/02 Is workable. Reorganization 

usually takes place between districts that are equal so he feels most of the 5 I districts would go 
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through dissolution. This bill is part of rethinking about redistributing taxable assets and 

redistributing resources available to bring greater equity to educational funding across ND. We 

need to look at districts having long~term viability. Many ND school districts arc now in a 

"survival0 mode and are not in position to make decisions that are in the long-tenn best interests 

of the asset distribution for ND. There continues to be a significant difference between all ND 

districts in K - 8 · in expenditure per pupil, in levy effort and disparity in levies, and it is in all 

those areas significantly greater when in K - 8 districts across the state than in K~ 12. 

Testimony In OJ>posltion to SB 2270: 

RICHARD RAY, Administrator in Manvel, ND, which is a K - 8 school with 186 childi·ell, He 

stated this issue is emotional and is not about the quality of education. He further feels it is about 

local control and about neighborhood schools. He questions how small districts are not paying 

their own way. He wants the "neighborhood" school kept in the district. He fears the closure of 

small schools with this bill. He thinks it is easier to educate K ~ 8 in a small town, and 9 " 12 in a 

larger school. He stated they already have consolidation and feelg within the next 5 years, much 

more of it will take place. He thinks the local school boards will close their school if they can 

not do the job of educating the students (based on money issues and quality of instruction), but it 

should be a natural process. He feels this bill addresses too many school districts not too many 

schools. 

GARY EVANS, Principal Golva Elementary School, feels small schools lead to pride. (see 

attached testimony), Beach, with 200 students in the high school, provides the same education 

standards as a larger school. 

SHBRIL YN JOHNSON. Principal Almont PubJic School. presented testimony, (see attached), 
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SENATOR KELSH asked how she feels about the cost of administration for the small school. 

She stated that in addition to her administrative salary, she also receives salary us a teacher of 7th 

and 8th grade students. 

DEAN BARD, NDSOS, stated they feel the local district should be in charge of changing the 

districts boundaries. This is stated in the NDSOS Legislative Program pamphlet. He further 

stated that the admitting district would be the ones to bus the students. 

KEITH ROCKEMAN, school board president of Bowline Butte School Ojstrict # 19, presented 

testimony. (see attached testimony). He feels if this bill passes it will mean the closure of his 

school. SENATOR COOK asked how many students are in this school. There are 4 students in 

the elementary school. Several high school students attend in another town. The elementary 

school is a one room school with one instructor. 

JIM GROSS, Litchville/Marion School District, presented testimony. (sec attached). He feels 

the cooperative agreement is working well in their district. They pool all their resources together 

and the elementary pays their share (the first year the elementary paid more than the high 

school). Their district covers 600 square miles and th"'Y have 7 buses. The local districts worked 

out this agreement and it is working. 

SCOTT BUXBAUM, Sc:1001 Board President, East Fairview Elem. School, presented testimony 

(see attached), 

KAY OLSON, Maplet<'n, feets there are many tools available to help communitier grow but a 

community needs at least K .. 6 to attract them. 

TIM DWYER, Sidney, MT, feels there are two issues here: 1. Local control, 2. Children's 

education. He feels the local input can do a better Job than a large district. 
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LOIS ANDERSON, County Superintendent Slope/Bowman counties, presented testimony. (see 

attached). 

KATIE LUTHER, Sweet Briar school, presented testimony. (see attached). 

PATTY LEWIS, ND Fann Bureau; feels the: local districts will do consolidating when needed 

(she cited the fact that in the early 1940's there were over 2000 school districts and now ND has 

just over 200), 

WAYNE STANLEY, Principal at South Prairie School, Minot, feels this backfires on 

consolidation because as the declining enrollments hit the smaller schools, and they look at what 

is best for their high school kids, if their enrollment gets b~.'• , .. 4/ 50 - 60 students, is it in their best 

interest to tum around and say they will opemte a K - 8 and send their high school students to a 

high school district just as South Prairie does. He feels if this bill passes, it will eliminate the 

opportunity to do this. The town will face the que8hon of consolidating and close right now, Jose 

our town and the viability in it, or do they go along with raising the mill levy and other money to 

keep the ed•Jcation on the Joci-1 I. le1vel. 

CHUCK MILLER, Nedrose Elementary School, Minot, the largest graded elementary in the 

state, stated that most administmtors do teach in the school also, They feel this is a local school 

even though there are 248 students. This is a local issue, and he is confident the people of ND 

will make the right decision. 

Testimony In opposition to SB 2270 presented to the clerk rrom: 

Sheldon Public School Board 

Nancy Orosulak, School Board member from Billings County 

Oary Pennington, Horse Creek School Dist. President 

John Winter, School Board member at Horse Creek 
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Kay Hatter, President Earl School Board 

CHAIRMAN FREBORG tlosed the hearing on SB 2270. 

e lt Side A. 33.S - end, Side B, 0 - 14.8 

FREBORG stated he would like to change the da,.: to 2004. 

SENATOR O'CONNELL moved an amendment to change the date to 2004. Seconded '-iy 

SENATOR COOK. SENATOR KELSH stated he sees no reason to adopt this change. He 

feels the legislature will be back in 2003 and could make changes then. 

Roll Call Vote: 6 YES. 1 NO. 0 Absent Amendment adopted. 

SENATOR FREBORO stated he would accept an amendment that states the patrons of the 

original district, after reorganization, would have to vote to close their school. OthefWise the 

school will remain open. This would put all the land in a high school (K - 12) district. 

Committee discussion. Fear that maybe a large school would try to do away with the small 

school. SENATOR FRBBORO stated he has listened to testimony in the past and now where the 

people have a fear their ~mall school will be shut down. This offers protection for that. 

SENATOR COOK moved an amendment that the orlginal district would have to vote to 

close their school. Seconded ht SENATOR O'CONNELL. 

Discussion followed. TOM DECKER, DPI, answered questions for the committee, 

Roll Call Vote: 7 YES. 0 NO. 0 Absent. Amendment adopted. 

SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS as Amended. Seconded by SENATOR 

CHRISTENSON. SENATOR KELSH feels this will hurt small distrir.ts. He feels 

reorganizing has been done when the interests of the students is best served. He also feels this 

issue will be addressed in the next Legislative session. SENATOR COOK believes with the 
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second amendment, local control exists. Passage of the bill will make education better for the 

children. SENATOR 0 1CONNELL feels the bill ~ change current cooperative efforts. 

Roll Call Vote: 4 VES. 3 NO. 0 Absent. Motion Carried. 

ENATOR FREBORG 

ape l, Side A, 29.0 - 43.8, Side B, 9.9 - end, Tape 2, Side A. 0 - 4.9 

SENATOR FREBORG stated there are border schools where students from two states attend. If 

the school would close under any condition, the children from the bordering state would not be 

able to go to school. He feels these schools should be exempt or amended out of the bill. He 

would like Tom Decker to address this issue, because he has a concern with the Montana 

students. SENA TOR COOK stated that there could be an exception for K ~ 8 grades and the 

high school students could co-op with another out of state high school. Discussion on Fairview, 

ND and Fairview, Morit. School system. It is a unique situation, where the grade school is in 

North Dakota and the high school is in Montana. The state line goes down the Main street of 

town. The committee will wah for Tom Decker to address this issue. 

TOM DECKER addressed the committee on their concerns about border schools. Different 

boider scho~J3 have different circumstances and different options. Rast Fairview is unique. He 

can not see any reason for the grade school to ever close. He feels the amendment for 

Representati•.re Nottestad dtals with the issue of cross .. bordcr attendance. The current 

cro~~-border attendance 8tatute in guaranteeing access, grandfathers those who were attending 

school in 1991 and the siblings of those people. DPI has suggestrd that ND provide open 

enrollment to students along the borders, so parents and students can make a choice about their 

district of attendance just as they d'1 in ND. There are several choices herr~: I. Full 

cross .. border open ettrollment, 2. Guarantee students in the K .. 8 districts. who become pnrt of 
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larger administrative units~ wherever they are across the border, cro!ls-border open enrollment. 

He feels guarantc~ing stJdents in the K - 8 districts cross-border open enrollment is the safest 

thing to do. In cross .. border enrollments, ND sends more students out of state rather than those 

coming into the stP.te. because of geography. Mr, Decker sees no future administrative district 

that will not have K - 12. He feels K •· 12 strength is needed in at )east one location. Mr. Decker 

reminded the committee that last session they passed language that gives any K - 12 in 

cross-border attendance issues appeal to the State Board. 

SENATOR COOK moved to reconsider SB 2270 with the amendments that were adopted 

on 2/12/01. Seconded by SENATOR WANZEK. Roll Call Vote: S YES. 2 NO. 0 Absent. 

Motion prevalled. 

SENATOR COOK moved to &dopt the Nottestad amendment 10494.0101. Seconded by 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON. 

Roll Call Vote: 5 YES. 2 NO. 0 Absent. Amendment adopted, 

SENATOR OtCONNELL asked if this would affect the 51 K - 8 school districts. Mr. Decker 

answered yes it will. More discussion on the amendment. Section J of the amendment provide8 

protection for all students attending out of district schools. In .most cases, our state aid per 

student will cover the "10st of the student attending a cross-border school. More discussion with 

Mr. Decker nnswering questions from the committee, There is still a concern for the small 

schools being cloJed, There is also a concern about creating large administrative districts. 

SENATOR KELSH would like to bring amendments for the bill on 2/14/01 and would ask to 

t Tape 2. Side At 30.1 • end, Side B, 0 .. 25.5 
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econslder the committee's actfon on adopting the Nottestad 

. l Absent. Motion Carried, 

The committee is now dealing with the amended bill with that states to close a school the original 

district has to vote on it 

SENATOR COOK presented amendment 10494.0 I 06 for the committee's consideration. This is 

basically the same as the Nottestad amendment but this amendment app,~\!s the ability for open 

enrollment across the border c,nly to the 51 K-8 school districts. Discussion foHowed. 

SENATOR COOK moved to adopt this amendment. Seconded by SENATOR FLAKOLL. 

Roll Call Vote: 6 YES. 0 NO. 1 Absent. Amrndment Adopted, 

SENATOR KELSH presented amendment 10494.0105 for the committee's consideration. At\er 

discussion~ SENATOR COOK moved this amendment with the addition of 6/30/2006 as a 

time certain for the school districts to combine on their own. Motion died for lack of a 

second. 

TOM DECKER, DPI, spoke to the 51 K~8 districts. This amendment addresses only those 

districts cooperating now. He did not feel we should exempt atty districts. 

SENATOd. KELSR moved the amendment 10494.0105 with 6/30/06 as time certain. 

Seconded by SENATOR O'CONNELL. More ~•~cusslon. Roll CatU Vote: 7 YES. 0 NO. 

0 Absent. Amendment adopted. 

SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS AS AMENDED, Seconded by SENATOR 

CHRISTENSON. Roll Call Vote: 4 YES. 3 NO. 0 Absent. Motion Carried. 

Carrier: SENATOR FREBORG 



BIii/Resoiution No.: 

Amendment to: 

$8 2270 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requnttd bv Legl1letlve Council 

01/22/2001 

1A. Stat, flscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations 
compared to fundlt>g levels and appropriations anticipated under current law, 

1999-2001 Biennium I 2001 ~2003 Biennium 2003-2006 Biennium 
General Fund j Other Funds I General Fu.,d I Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues $0 $~ $0j $0 $0 $0 

Expenditure a $0 $~- $~ $0 $0 $0 -Appropriations $0 $~ sol $0 $0 SC 

18. County, city, and school district flscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision, 

1999-2001 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium -Schoof School School 
Counties Cities Districts CfJUntles Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts -· $0 $0 ·--· $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

2, Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments 
relevant to your analysis. 

This bill requires that on or before June 30, 2002, each school district must offer within its boundaries nil 
educational grade levels from one through twelve. Any district that fails to comply must reorganize or 
dissolve and attach to another high school district. 

3. State flscal effect d'9taH: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 
A. Revenue,: E"plsin the revenue amounts. Provide dPtail, when appropriate, for each revenue type 

and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: E"plain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each 
agency, line Item, and funrl affected and the number of F7E positions affected, 

$0 

This bill is expected to be revenue neutral. Resources will be reallocated among districts, but statewide no 
estimabt e change is expected. 

C. Appropriations: Jixplain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect 
on the blennlsl apptoprlatlon for each agency and fund affected and any amount.:.· Included In the 
executive budget, Indicate the relatlonsh/p between the amounts shown for e"penditures and 
approprl11t/ons, 
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Adopted by the Education Committee 
February 13, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2270 

Page 1, line 1. after "districts• Insert ": and to create and enact a new section to chapter 15-40.2 
of the North Dakota Century Code or In the alternative to create and onact a new 
section to chapter 15.1-29 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the educltlon 
of students In bordering states" 

Page 1, llne 3, underscore "School districts - Provision of all grade levels by school districts." 

Page 1, llne j, underscore "1. On or before June 301
11

1 arid", each school district In this state 
must offer within Its" 

Page 1, underscore llnes 5 through 9 

Page 1, line 4, replace "2002" with "2004" 

Page 1, after llne 9, Insert: 

·~ Before tha board of a school district may close a school located within the 
boundary of a district that was regulred to und~rgo reorganl.l;atlon and 
dissolution under this Act, the board shall place the guestlon of closing the 
school on the ballot. The guestlon may be voted upon only by those 
guallfled electors who l'eslde within the boundary of the district that was 
regulred to undergo reorganization or dlssolutlon under this Act. The board 
may not close the school unless a majority of the guallfled electors voting 
QO the guestlon approve the closurel 

SECTION 2. If House Bill No, 1045 does not become effective, a new section to 
chapter 15 .. 40,2 of tl~e North Dakota Century Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Students residing In school districts tlot offering all grade levels • 
Education In bordering states. 

1. Notwithstanding the provision of any other law, a student may attend 
school In a bordering state and the student's school district of residence 
must pay the tuition in accordance with section 15-40.2·10 provided: 

2. 

a, The student resides in a school district that on July 1 , 2001 , did not 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve: 

b. The student resides within forty mlles of a bordering state, as 
measured from the student's home using the most common route of 
travel: and 

o. The student notifies the student's school district of residence of the 
student's lnte1~t to attend sohoot In a bordering state. 

a. The superintendent of public lnatruotlon shall forward all stat& aid 
payments for any student attending a publlo school In a bordering 
state 1mder this section to the student's school dbtrlot of residence. 

b. The board of th& student's school district of residence may reduce any 
tuition payment It must make under this section by an amount 
commensurate wltt I the tuition costs the district would be entitled to 

Page No. 1 10494.0104 



receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enrolled in Its school. 

e. Trr.nsportation payments for a student attending school In a bordering 
state ~l •qt be determined as provided In section 15-40.1-16. 

3. Nothing In this sectkln requires that a school district of residence provide 
·transportation or payments In lieu of transportation for a student attending 
school In a bordering state under this section. 

SECTIOH 3. A new section to chapter 15. 1-29 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Students residing In school districts not offering all grade levels • 
Education In bordering stat••· 

1. Notwithstanding the p~ovlslon of any other law, a student may attend 
school In a bordering state and the student's school district of residence 
must pay the tuition In accordance with section 15.1 •29·02 provided: 

a. The student resides In a school district that on July 1 , 2001 , did not 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve; 

b. The student resides within forty miles of a bordering state, as 
measured from the student's home using the most common route of 
travel; and 

c. The student notifies the student's school district of I esldence of the 
student's Intent to attend school In a bordering state. 

2. a. The superintendent of public instruction shall forward all state aid 
payments for any student attending a public school In a bordering 
state under this section to the student's school dls·~rlct of residence. 

b. Tha board of \he student's school district of residence may reduce any 
tuition payment It must make under this section by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs the district would be entitled to 
receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enrolled In Its school. 

c. Tr&nsportatlon payments for a student attending schQol In a bordering 
state must be determined as provided In section 15. 1-27-27. 

3. Nothing In this section requires that a school district of residence provide 
transportation or payments In ileu of transportation for a student attending 
school In a bordering state under this section." 

Renumber accordlngly 

Page No. 2 10494.0104 



Date: :J.P.). /o 1 

Roll Call Vote#: I 

2001 SENATE S'f ANDING COMMITTE!t ROLL CA~ ,L VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUnoN NO. ~ :;2..? () 

Senate Education Committee 

D Subcommittee on ______________________ _ 

. or 
0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amend.men, Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By J,.. , tJ ~ ~~onded L. !Hll_ 
Senators Yet_ No Senators Yes~ No 

Senator Frebor2 .. Chaim1an V Senator Christenson :Y- ~ 

Senator Flakoll .. Vice Chainnan jY' Senator Kelsh v 
' . 

Senator Cook v Senator o•connell V 
Senator Wanzek V 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---L...---. ___ No __ ! ________ _ 

~ 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote Is on an amendment, briefly Indicate intent: ~ ~ ~ ~d '( 
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Titte.0200 ---- Adopted by the Educatll)n Committee 

February 12, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2270 

Page 1, line 4, replace 11200211 with "2004" 

Page 1, after line 9, Insert: 

"4. Before the board of a school district may close a school located within the 
boundary of a district that was required to undergo reorganization and 
dissolution under this Act, the board shall place the question of closing the 
school on the ballot. The question may be voted upon only by those 
qualified elel;tors who reside within the boundary of the district that was 
required to undergo reorganization or dlssolutlon under this Act. The board 
may not close the school uni e.;s a majority of the quallfled electors voting 
on the question approve the closure." 

Renumber acuordlngly 

Page No. 1 10494.0103 

I\ ' 



Date:~~/o/ 
Roll Call Vote #: ~-

2001 SENA TE ST ANDING COMMITI'EE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLU'flON NO. ~2 70 

Senate Educition Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ____ , ____________________ _ 
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Am"'Hdment Number 

Action Taken d ~-~~ 

Motion Made By k ~ _ ~~conded 4 , 
~-= 

Senators Yes, No SenatoN Ves No 
Senator Frebori • Chainnan ✓ Senator Christenson ✓ 
Senator- Flakoll • Vice Chainnan v Senator Kelsh v 
Senator Cook V Senator O'Connell V 
St.nator Wanzek v 

, . 

.. 
. 

-
,, 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ~ , ___ No __ 0 ______ _ 

D 

Floor Assignment ---------------------~--··-r· 
I I 

If the vote Is on an amendment, briefly lnillcate Intent:~ d'J( t!U.r/ ~ 
~ti J.~ ttr ~ t,-~ d~ Jk/~ 



. ,. 

D~to: "J..// 2, / o I 
Roll Call Voto#: 3 

2ot1 SENATE STANDING COMMITl'EE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILlJRISOLUTION NO, ;?"J. 7u 

Senate Education ComnaUtco 

D Subcommittee, on ----------------·------­
or 

D Conforonce Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

f)l!ft. ---------
Seconded 

- By 

Senaton \'es/ No Senators Yes No 
Senator Frcbora • Chainnan ✓ Senator Christenson v ,, 
Senator Flakoll • Vice Chainnan v /. Senator Kelsh v 
Senator Cook V Senator O'Connell \;/ 

Senator Wanzek v· 
-

Total (Yes) ___ t(,__ ____ No ___ 3 _______ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment ~ • LJ'"?::J 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

, , I· , . 
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Dato: ~/I.I/()/ 
Roll Call Voto #: / 

2Nl SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLVTION NO, ,;? ;l 7 0 

Senate Education 

D Subcommittee on _____________ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment ,'lumber 

Committee 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

a4;a;t VJ~✓-~ /tJ'/f~o101 

~- tkt, ~~conded .~. ~ 
Sen111tors Yes No Senators Ves No 

Senator FreborJZ • Chainnan V Senator Christenson ✓ 
Senator Flakoll .. Vice Chainnan . v Senator Kelsh ✓ 
Senator Cook ✓ Senator O'CoMell V 
Senator Wanzek V 

Total (Yes) 

Absent 

_ __..Vf----- No _____ / ___ ---'...,....,,__ 

0 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote Is on an amendment, briefly lndlcate Intent: , t 
rJr 



Date: ;w/1 )/d I 
Roll Call Voto#: / 

2Nl SINA.Tl STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILlJRISOLUTION NO. ;2.. 2-'1 () 

Senate Education -------------- Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ______________________ _ 
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Lesislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Senators 
Senator Frebora .. Chainnan 
Senator Flakoll .. Vice Chainnan 
Senator Cook 
Senator Wanzek 

Vet 
V" 
V' 

V 
V 

Total (Yes) --~' !C-5: __ _ 

Absent 

Floor Ass1grtment 

No 

No 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Senaton Ves No 
Senator Christenson v 
Senator Kelsh ............ 

Senator O'Connell V"' 

-

··~ 

--

-------------



10494.0101 
TIiie. 

Prepared by the Legislative Coun<,II staff for 
Representative Notteatad 

January 31 , 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2270 

Page 1 , llne 1, after *districts" Insert "; and to amend and reenact section 15·40.2·09 of the 
North Dakota Century Code or In the alternative to amend and reenact section 
15.1 •29·01 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the education of students In 
bordering states" 

Page 1, after line 9, Insert: 

"SECTION 2, AMENDMENT. If House Bill No, 1045 does not become 
effective, section 15-40.2·09 of the. 1999 Supplement to the North Dakota Century Code 
Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15"40.2-09. AHeAdaAee IA pt1lllle eeheels or IAelilutlone et .E«1..•2ntton of 
stud1nl1 In bordering states, wheA ,erMIUed CeAHnuaUen of aHertdenee under 
eeftaln elrettMeteAoeet • Payment ot tultlgn, 

1. Sl~eenle mo~ aUond a eeheel In a aerdeFIAfJ elate In aeeenianee with 
eoetlon 1 S 40r2-10 undo,: the #ellowlng elF01:1motanooa1 

&r A Upon notifying the §Chool district Qf resldenc~. Jl student who li'ves 
within forty miles (64.37 kilometers] of another state or In a oount~, 
eordor,ng onanolhor alato may, wlU=i tho eppro¥al of tho sohoel boafd 
§..b.QL{J_wlng state, as measured fmm the student's borne uslog th~ 
most common rout§ 9f travel. may attend a publlc school or lnotltutlon 
iA-a 1.o..U:m bordering state. 

er A student who haa auenEfod a aehool alotrlel In a eoraorlng stale 
~ and lnolt:1dlng, tt=lo 1990 91 oehool year, must be ~ermlUed to 
eonUm:10 aUonaing eeheol IA ~he dlslr,et In U=io l:>OFderlng elate, 

e. .~ otudont, whoso olbllAg auondoe an out of elate sohool dt:AFlng-ef 
eofmo the 1000 01 aohoel year, m1:1et be porn=ilUed lo attend sot:tooHA 
tho dlotrlot O=ie sibling aUendo In tho eerdorlng t:1late: 

2. If tho aohool boaFd of the dlolflet IA whleh the otudoAt resides denies a 
,equeot ler aUoAeaneo &Ad ~aymonl of lultlon In another etate, an a,=,~al 
May be made le the throe member eemfftiUeo In aet'8fdanee with section 
16 48,2 06, If the 0=troo momhor eommlheo dotorminee that the oltleOAt 
falls within \he lerme of sul!Mil1'1alen e or e ot aueaeetlen 1, then the otuEfeAt 
R=tay aUeAEi IA the herderlng state and tho aot:lool alalrlet ef re&ideAee-~ 

=~:::=~s~:1::~:,::::~=:===1~=~lffi 
eemA11Hee ehall Make Its deelelan ualng the criteria opeellied IA seeUen 
1 S •40.2 06, For klneorgarten studoftta, U=te U=tree morneor eeffuwUee shall 
e.-,se tho erltorla e~eelfiea Jor elementary atudonto In oeetlon 16 -48.2 86. 
S1::i1~sootion a ef oootlen 16 40.2 86 Eleos Ael apply te an a"9eal for 

=~~1:::r::=:.1tt~=:=~~~f ~::!!:et protJleo 
fef lAe edueaUon of kindergarten otueonts, It ma)' not pay t1:11Uen fer a 
l~lnae11aften student to attend seRee\ in a herdorlng stale. The ~eelalon of 
the eeMMIUee rega,ding f'&YMent ef tuition fer high aehoel, elementary, er 
klAdergarteA eludeAle May be apt3ealed by the eeheel beafd, er 0~e ~areAt 
er guerelan of the el1:1Elent, te lho otate lleeH:t of ~ublle seheel eooeatlen, 
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3, 

whete eee~lk>n ~ flftel, I~~~=~§~~~~ ~~~ ~~~lrJ.Ql.21 tllldt~I- obaU QIY lbl lu1T7i r jj~: JilL i I QOfi gf ~UQO 
1a•40,2· l o.l 

f:ot1AEHU+eA a~ J.hl.JUQ§.clot§adeat i2t QYbll2 ln~lrYoth;m uball !Qrwau:t o.tl..Q~ 
&ludgnt aad..traosggrt1tlgo aid payments for eludoAle any 6lug!iJn\ attending 
et1t el elate eeheele Mt1el t,e fflt\de Q RYbllc §Qbgol In 1 ~~~~g Qtate to 
the alugeo~ district of residence, However, the ➔ bw!r.d of the 
student's acbQol djstclwl Qf reeldence Is entitled to reduce the tuition 
payment to an etH ef &tele a school In a bgrderlag Plate by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs the district would be antltled to roceivo 
as compensation for a student from the 8t:f{ ef etate enet,let b.Qr.d.o.r.!D,g,mm,q 
enrolled In lls school. 

~ +faA8f)eflaUoo 13a~meAle fe, otueonte Tbe superinte□d§D!fttjYbllQ 
loJ1lllQt12□ §.hall det~rmJn..§JI.§..11.G12Qrtatlon payrnti□Jra.fQ.Ul lf!nt attending 
a pybllQ school In a bordorlng state muot eo do~ou:~lnod as provided In 
section 15-40.1-16. 

4T ~ This section does not require the district of rf3sldance to provide student 
tra_nsportatlon1 or payments In lleu thereof, for oh:1eenle any etY.dWJl 
attending eu~ ef state eeheela :aQhoQ! In a bordQriog 1atate. 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 ·29-01 the North Dakota Century 
Code as created by House BIii No. 1045, as approved by the fifty-seventh legislative 
assembly, Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-29-01. Education of students In bordering states• Payment of tuition. 

1 . Studenta may attend a oohool In a bordering stale IA aoeordaneo-w+tfl 
eoeUon 16, 1 29 02 undo, the follo'lt'IAg olroumslanees: 

&. A !!Q.QO notifying the schoQI gl~trlct of residence, a student who lives 
within forty miles [64.37 kllometersJ of anolhof elate er In a eolint;i 
bordo,lng on ano~her elate ma~, wUh tl=to appro't'al of tho eeAeel aoar-d, 
g bordering state, as measured frQJJlJJ:ie ~tudent's home using the 
most common route of travel. ma~ attend a public school or IAsUtlillen 
m-a In thQ bordering state. 

&:- A student who l=taa attended a sohool dlstrlot In a eo,dorlAg state 
olnoe, and lr,oludiftg1 tho 1800 o 1 sohool ~oar must be pefmlUod to 
eonUmJO aUendlng sehool In tho dlstrlot In tho bo,eering state. 

&r A student wheoo elellng auondod aA out of stale aehoel at:Jring 8f 
eolore the 1998 91 sehoel year ff1ust ee perm~Ued lo attend aot=tool IA 
tho diotriet tt:loitlbllng attended In the eorde,lng slate. 

2. If tt:le set=tool eeaFd ef lAe etletrlot in WAioh the att:1dent roalees denies a 
,oquosl for a st1.1dont's aHendanoo IA and 13aymont of lt:.tltlon lo another 
elate, the ett:JeeAt'o ~a,eAt may af:)poal the doolslen le the Ouoe mefflber 
eommlHoe ,ofe,oneod in seetlon 16.1 20 06. 

&. If the throe member eemmlttob eetorffllnoo O=tat tho oh:ldoAt moots lho 
te,ms ef subdivisloA ta er e el eubseeUen 1 , the student may aUond 
eeheel iA Ike borEtorlAg state and lho-boa,a of IAo oh.tdont's sekool 
eistriet of resieenoe shall f)ar lAe lulUoo. 

tr. H the three mem&of eemmlttoo deteFmlnos the oh::tElent falls within the 
lerme ef aubali.iloleA a ef eu99oeUoA 1 , tt:ten the th,eo mefflee, 
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• • 11MMIM11 ••H '"••• , .. iee1,,,,. """' the wu,,11 •11••lfl•• 1 .. ,,_.en t 1, 1 ae ea, .. 
eeheel tktl,let ef •eefeeAee ieee r1et 1tftttlN fef the eeweeUen ef 
khitdero1t11er1 ettHHU'llt, the EMelrlc,t may nol fNIV tultlen let' a 
kif'ldergeftef'I eltHMAI lo aUeAd eeheel In a eereerlAO etate, 

er Ariy tleeleleA lty the lh,ee t'AeMeer eoMMIUee regaH!tlng IAe fN~Menl 
ef tijUleA fef h'th &eAeel, elefflentor~, e,-kH'lderoarten ot .. aente MO~-ee 
=~~~he eeheet eeare or ~Y lhe elt:,eent·o ~rent le lRe elate 

pr ~e eehoel eeijaallen, A eeolelen ey tho elate eoore le 
~ I.bl. ~~ ~a~e ~1~~nt's ~~I ~~r~ ~ resldttnQe shall pay the tYltlgn I j net ui r sl QUon 1 e, 1 ·29·Q2, 

3. a. The superintendent of public Instruction shall forward all per student 
and transportation aid payments for a student attending aA 
et:d ef otate school In a bordering state to the student's school district 
of residence. 

b. The student's district of residence may reduce any tuition payment It 
must make to aA 84::jt ef ~ a school in.D bordering state by an 
amount commensurate with the tuition costs thA district would be 
entitled lo receive as compensation for a student from the et:tt et state 
aleltiet bordering §\§t§ enrolled In Its school, 

c. Transportation payments for a student attending school In a bordering 
state must be determined as provided In section 1 c.1 .. 27-27. 

4. Nothing In this section requires that a school district of residence provide 
student transportation or payments In lleu of transportation for students 
attending et:tt ef state eehoelo school In a bordering state." 

Renumber accordingly 
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Date: ;./13/01 
Roll Call Voto #: ~ 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~'7 i) 

Senato Education - Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ____ , _____ , ___________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council ,\mendment Number 

Action Taken a·~ l-1Zft;r4d ~ el: /() tfS(' 0 I qj_ 

Motion Made By ~ , u ~~conded ~ . ~ 

St'nators Yes No Senators \'es No 
Senator Frebo~sz - Chairman V Senator Christenson v ~ 

Senator Flakoll - Vice Chairm~n V Senator Kelsh V -Senator Cook v Sen11tor O'Connell V 
Senator Wanzek v 

Total (Yes) S No ~ ------------ -----=---------
Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Date:J-/(/-0 I 
Roll Call Voto #: f# / 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITIEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. ~ ,.,~ 7 () 

Senate Education - -------------------- Committee 

0 Subcommittee on --------~-------------­
or D Conference Co.nur..ittec 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

/~ &ktw fr/ ';(}RUZ,./J 
Motion Made By /4,._ , tnd., ~~ondcd ':;£_,,_ , ~J.~t.t....(. 

Actio~ Taken 

Senators Yes No 
Senator Freboriz • ChaJnnan v 
Senator Flakoll • Vice Chainnan l/ 
Senator Cook l/ 
Senator Wanzek A-

• 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ l_4 ______ No 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Sen1tor1 YesJ No 
Senator Christenson V 
Senator Kclsh V 
Senator O 'CoMell v 

D 



1o-4M,010e 
Tide, 

Prepared by the Leglelatlve Council staff for 
Senator Cook 

February 14, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2270 

Page 1, llne 1, after 11distrlct8" Insert ": and to create and enact a new section to chapter 15·40.2 
of the North Dakota Century Code or In the alternative to create and enact a new 
section to chapter 115.1-29 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the education 
of students In bordering states11 

Page 1, after llne 9, Insert: 

"SECTION 2, If House BIii No. 1045 does not become effective, a new section 
to chapter 15·40.2 of the North Dakota Century Code Is created and enacted as follow~: 

Studtnt1 rtaldlng In achool dl1trlot1 not offering 111 grade level• • 
Education In bordering 1tatea. 

1. Notwithstanding the provision of any ott1er law, a student mar attend 
school In a bordering state and the student's school district o residence 
must pay the tuition In accordance with section 15-40.2· 1 O provided: 

a. The student resides In a school cJlstrlct that on July 1, 2001, did not 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve: 

b. The student resides within forty mUes of a bordering state, as 
measured from the student's home using the most common route of 
travel; and 

o, The student notifies the student's school district of residence of the 
student's Intent to attend school In a bordering state . . 

2. a. The superintendent of public Instruction shall forward all state aid 
payments for any student attending a public schoot In a bordering 
state under this seotlon to the student's school dlstr~ct of residence. 

b. The board of the student's school district of residence may reduce any 
tuition payment It must make under this section by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs the district would be entitled to 
receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enrolled In Its school. 

c. Transportation payments for a student attending school In a bordering 
state must be determined as provided In section 15-40.1-16. 

3. Nothing In this section requires that a school district of residence provide 
transportation or pa,'ments In lieu of transportation for a student attending 
school In a bordering stctte under this section. 

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 15.1-29 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as foltows: 

Students residing In school districts not offering all gract. levels -
Education In bo_rderlng atatta. 
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1. NotwUhttandtng the provlalon of any other law, a student may attend 
SCI~ tn • bordering state and the wtudent'a school district of residence 
must pay the tuition ln accordance with section 15, 1 ·29·02 provided: 

a, The student realdE'a In a school district that on July 1, 2001, did ,,Qt 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve i 

b. The &tudent resides within forty miles of a bordering state, a& 
measured from the st1Jdent's home using the most common route of 
travel: and 

c, The student notifies the student's school district of residence of the 
student•a Intent to attend schoo! In a bordering state. 

2, a, The superintendent of public Instruction shall forward all state aid 
payments for any student attending a public school In a bordering 
state under this section to the student's school district of residence. 

b. The board of the student's school district of residence may reduce any 
tuition payment It mue.t m~ke under this section by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs ii1e district would be entitled to 
receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enmlled In Its school. 

o. Transportation payments for a student attending school In a bordering 
stato must be determined as provided In section 15.1-27-27. 

3. Nothing In this section requires that a school district of residence provlcJo 
transportation or payments In lieu of transportation for a student attending 
school In a bordering stata under this SE)ctlon." 

Renumber accordingly 
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Date: ;.,/1<-1 /o I 
Roll Call Vote#: ;:1 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. 

Senate Education Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ______________________ _ 

or 
0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken (2 ~7l£_ 4~id L,{)yl'.?q · 0 /() /.:, 
~ ~' 

Motion Made By ~ . {!rn£ _ ~~condcd ~f _ Wd 
Senaton Yes No Senators Yes No 

Senator FreL~,ra .. Chairman V Senator Christenson V 
Senator Flakoll .. Vice Chairman v Senator Ke~sh V 
Senator Cook V Senator O'CoMcll V 
Senator Wanzek .A 

-
----·--·-- --

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ ? ______ No ___ Q _________ _ 

I 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment~ briefly indicate intent: 

,_, 

·,;:,'i..">' 



10494.0105 
Tltte; 

Propared by the LeglalaUve Council ataff for 
Senator Kelsh 

Febtuary 13, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2270 

Page 1, llne 9, replace "school" with": 

a. Sohool" 

Page 1, after line 9, Insert: 

"b. 

/ 
Renumber accordingly 

School districts cooperating In the Joint provision of education services 
under a plan approv~ by the superintendent of publlc lnstructlo~, 

- ~-----
. ¥,JOI .!. - ------

L .11a(,r( t<..,; ct . / -1 () ,.., I - t:/·,, I../ 0 c;,<- IJ fl? 0 (/c_ ~~ 11\.J! ,rl l. <._..,,. 

(~Ll~'-~< (.,;t-· 
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Dato: ;/1'(/()I 
Roll Call Vote#: 3 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITfEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTJON NO. 

Senate Educadon Committee 

D Subcommittee on ____________________ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Logislatlvo Coun~~:dmont Number 

Action Taken ~--- t2am.t41 ,( • ,u ?/a:tv c:ti/i'---· cJ.c;o~ 

Motion Mado By k_ , cV s
8

eyconded 
_ i).d.Aeiu ~- j_l~tdl 

Senaton Yes No Sen1ton Yes No 
Senator f rebor2 - Chainnan v 1;enator Christenson v 
Senator FlakoU - Vice Chainnan v ~,enator Kelsh v 

' 
Senator Cook V Senator O 'CoMell v 
Senator Wanzek ✓" 

Total (Yes) r-; No 0 
Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



DFtte: JliS I 
Roll Call Voto#: f 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMJTIEE ROJ,t CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 

Senate Education Committee 

0 Subcommittee on ______________________ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

A~tion Taken _________ /)~(:_'.!}: _________________ _ 

Motion Made By ~-1. . !J.d_ ~~conded .Jn . 
;> 

. 
Senators Yes No Senators Yes Nt> 

Senator Frebora • Chairman 1/ Se11ator Christenson v 
Senator Flakoll - Vice Chainnan v· Senator Kelsh v 
Senator Cook v Senator O'Coonell V 
Senator Wanzek V 

Total (Yes) _____ L/ ______ No ------'~=3 ________ _ 
Absent 

Floor Assignment L · ~ 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indlcat~n= 
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Module No: SR-29-3849 
. Canw: Freborg 

Insert LC: 10494.0104 THle: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2270: Education Committee (Sen. Freborg, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS· FOLLOWS Pnd when so amended, recommends DO PASS (4 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTtNG). SB 2270 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act relating to the 
provision of all grade levels by school districts; and to create and enact a new section 
to char,>ter 15-40.2 of the North Dakota Century Code or in the alternative to create and 
enaot a ne;w section to chapter 15.1-29 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to 
the education of students In bordering states. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. School districts • Provision of all grade levels. 

1. a. On or before June 30, 2004, each school district In this state shall 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve. 

b. Any district that fails to comply with subdivision a for a period of one 
year must become, through a process of reorganization or 
dlssolutlul'I, attached to a district that Is in compliance with 
subdivision a. 

c. This section does not apply to: 

(1) School districts established under chapter 15.1-08. 

(2) Schoof districts cooperating In the joint provision of education 
services under a plan approved by the superintendent of public 
Instruction for the period beginning on the eff ectlve date of this 
Act, and ending on Juno 30, 2006. 

2. Before the board of a school dl~trict may close a school located within the 
boundary of a district that was required to undergo reorganization and 
dissolution under subsection ~ , the board shall place the question of 
closing the school on the ballot. The question may be voted upon only by 
those qualified electors who reside within the boundary of the district that 
was required to undergo reorganization or dissolution under subsection 1. 
The board may not close the school unless a majority of tha qualified 
electors voting on the question approve the closure. 

SECTION 2. If House BIii No. 1045 does not become effective, a new section 
to chapter 15-40.2 of the North Dakota Century Code Is created and enacted as 
follows: 

Students residing In school districts not offering all grade levels • 
Education In bordering states. 

(I) OE8K, (3) COMM 

1 . Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a student may attend school In 
a bordering state and the student's school district of residence shall pay 
the tuition In accordance with section 15·40.2-1 0 if: 

a. Th& student resides In a· school district that on July 1, 2001, did not 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelvei 
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carrier: Freborg 

Insert LC: 10494.0104 TIiie: .0300 

b. The student resides within forty miles of a bordering state. as 
measured from the student's home vslng he most common route of 
travel; and 

c. The student notifies the student's school district of residence of the 
student's Intent to attend school In a bordering state. 

2. a. The superintendent of public Instruction shall forward all state aid 
payments for any student attending a public school In a bordering 
state under this section to the student's school district of residence. 

b. The board of the student's school district of residence may reduce 
any tuition payment It must make under this section by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs the district would be entitled to 
receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enrolled In Its school. 

c. Transportation payments for a student attending school in a bordering 
state must be determined as provided In section 15·40.1-16. 

3. This section does not require a school district of residence to provide 
transportation or payments In lleu of transportation for a student attending 
school in a bordering state under this section. 

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 15.1-29 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Students residing In school districts not offering all grade levels .. 
Education In bordering states. 

(2) DSSK, (3) COMM 

1 • Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a student may attend school In 
a bordering state and the student's school district of residence shall pay 
the tuition In accordance with section 15.1-29-02 If: 

a. The student resides In a school district that on July 1, 2001, did not 
offer within Its boundaries all educational grade levels from one 
through twelve; 

b. The student resides within forty miles of a bordering state, as 
measured from the student•s home using the most common route of 
travel; and 

c. The student notlflos the student's school district of residence of the 
student's Intent to attend school In a bordering state. 

2. a. The superintendent of public Instruction shall forward all state aid 
payments for any student attending a public school In a bordering 
state under this section to the student's school district of residence. 

b. The board of the student's school district of residence may reduce 
any tuition payment It must make under this sel'}tlon by an amount 
commensurate with the tuition costs the district would be entitled to 
receive as compensation for a student from the bordering state 
enrolled In Its school. 

Page No. 2 
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c. · Transportation payments for a student attending school In a bordering 
state must be determined as provided in section 15. 1-27-27 . 

3. This section does not require a school district of residence to provide 
transportation or payments In lieu of transportation for a student attending 
school In a bordering state under this section. 11 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 3 
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The concept of quality education is the premier guiding concept in 
modern educational philosophy. To assure each child in a given school, 
district, or state is awarded the best possible opportunity to grow and learn in 
an environment which is caring, nurturing and intellectually challenging is 
worthwhile and compelling to all parents, educators and legislators 
concerned about educational issues. Such is the concept behind SB 2270. 

The idea that the best quality education is found primarily in the small 
school setting is not supported by broad educational research. While some 
studies indicate that small schools do, indeed, produce educational 
excellence, the majority of the evidence does not support the idea that large 
schools lack this ability or that it is the exclusive prerogative of a small 
school to produce it. In fact a recently completed study of the Kansas school 
system revealed that elementary schools between 300-400 students were, in 
fact, the optimal size. (Cotton, 1996) 

Let us dispel some misconceptions about SB 2270. Not all schools will 
be affected or closed in this action. Any staffing concerns will be handled 
through natural attrition or relocation. Long, arduous bus rides are not a 
necesrdty. So many of the natural fears and misunderstandings generated 
about this bill can be cleared simply by understanding what the bill entails. 

The issue that most profoundly affects everyone here is the quality of 
educational opportunity for the students in question. I spent the first three 
years ofmy teaching career in small rural North Dakota schools. They were 
wonderful, fulfilling times of learning and bonding with both the community 
and the students. I treasure those times. Unquestionably, the dedication and 
commitment of the faculty, staff, and administration of small schools are 
both admirable and excellent. In reality, however, the opportunities offered 
to students in a larger school are deridedly advantageous over those offered 
in a smaller school setting. Three reasons make this apparent: 
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1. Expanded staff and f1culty: special education, 
vocational education, and academic and sports 
extra-curricular programs 

In an expanded offering of both classes and 
activities, students are given the opportunity to 
hone skills and talents otherwise unnoticed and 
under appreciated. Students all have special 
needs which in a larger setting .are more likely 
to be addressed. The expansion of opportunities 
in a variety of sports offers possibilities not 
otherwise available. · 

2. Expanded course offerings: science, math 
vocational, technology, and the fine arts 

Course offerings in any academic or vocational 
area will increase the possibilities of capturing 
student interests and abilities. Student success is 
directly related to his/her motivational level. 
Broadening the course offerings at every level 
gives students the highest access to achievement. 

3. Exposure to diversity: attitude, lifestyle, and 
beliefs. 

Such a possibility often frightens or threatens 
parents and students. The reality of our world, 
however, is that increasing diversity is the way in 
which our world, our state, our community must 
operate if we are to become part of the new 
millennium. Our future depends on our ability to 
understand and accept differences between 
ourselves and others, NOTE: Too often the idea 
of understanding and acceptance is made 
synonymous with endorsement of other beliefs 
and lifestyles. 
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The argument that lottg distance learning facilitated by technology will 
supplant the teacher-student bond is erroneous. Obstacles and insufficient 
learning situations can not be alleviated by technology alone. 

We are at a point where we must move fotward in education. We must 
make the best use of our resources. In the late S0's the high school 
education was made the nonn or educational achievement in our state. At 
that time we should have made all districts have high schools. We now face 
the difficult but necessary challenge of making these changes. To make 
these changes is a difficult and wrenching experience for all concerned, but 
they must be undertaken. We have a constitutional imperative to see that 
every child in our state is given the best possible opportunity to achieve and 
succeed. This is one step forward toward that goal. 

, r. 
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North Dakota Public School 4th Grade CTBS Scares 
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SENATE BILL 2270 

OVERVIEW 

51 Dlstrlets (of 230 or 22.1 o/, of total) 

Enrollmenj 

2,695 to~al 
Range of enrollment 
Average enrollment 

band Area 

8,591 square miles 
Range of size 

Taxable Value Per Pupil 

K-8 15,625 
K·12 11,254 

Tax Levies 

2.5% of 108,094 
248 (Nedrose) to 2 (Bowline Butte) 
53 students per district 

3.2 square miles per student 
24 square miles (Apple Creek) 
1, 186 square mites (New 8) 

K-8 Gener~I Fund, 123 
All Districts General Fund, 190 
Range, K-8: 

Total Levy 171 
Total Levy 218 

Apple Creek 
BIiiings Co. 

Cost Per f uQll 

K-8 $5,911 
K-12 $4,925 
Range, K-8: 

Manvel, $3,223 
Twin f3utte $24,456 

;ndloo Balance 

K-8 $ 12,844,267 
All K-12 $149,322,288 

Total Levy 252. 17 
Total' Levy 40. 75 

per student $4,786 
per student $1,381 
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Faculty Square footage 

K-8 
K-8 
All K-8 

Districts TolEJI SF 
Districts enrollment 
SF per student 

Example districts: 
Pioneer Elementary, Bismarck 
Beulah Elementary 
Dunseith Elementary 
Ellendale Elemontary 

643,090 
2,341 

275 

119 SF per student 
113 
176 
99 

Minnesota's state standards-100-110 SF per elementary student 

1955-1960 Est. 

High school education became generally accepted minimum standard 
educational level. School districts should have become K-12 at that time. 

• Every student resident of a K .. 12 school system 
• Every tax payer supporting K .. 12 
• Every voter electing school board for K-12 

Conclusion 

Getting all land 1n a high school dlsbict Is 40 years overdue. 

' I 
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Senate Bill 2270 - Testimony 

Good Morning, Chairman Freborg and memben of the Senate 
Education Committee. My name is C.R. Haas, Representative from 
District 36. It is a pleasure t(\ ,,_,herewith you to discuss this bill and 
the very important topic of ttducation. 

I am he1·e this morning to e:1press my support for Senate Bill No. 2270. 
There are a number of' changes that must be made in the manner in 
which we deliver elementary and secondary education in North Dakota. 
Due primarily to the demographic changes in our State, we are 
esperiencing increased fragmentation and a lack of coherence in the 
delivery of these services. This does not imply that we are educating our 
young people in a sub-standard fashion. Our dedicated educational 
professionals have done and continue to do an exceptionally fine job in 
this regard. 

At the same time, however, we must address the changing demographics 
in North Dakota and the necessity for some changes in the overall 
structure used to deliver elem11intary and stcondary education. The 
demographic changes have led to increased inefficiencies and inequittes 
for our citizens. The changes necessary to maintain a higher level of 
equity a1td efficiency have lagged far behind the demographic and 
econom le shifts. 

You might ask, "Why do we have to be efficient and equitable?" The 
answer· is apparent. North Dakota has limited resources and they need 
to be used In such a manner so as to benefit all of our citizens equally or 
as equally 11 possible. We constantly struggle to secure adequate 
funding r or elementary and secondary education. That in itself is a very 
good reason for efficiency. 

Most would 11ree that when it comes to dellverin1 K-12 education, a 
K-12 district structure should be the minimum. And such a district 
should be l1rae enou1b with re11rd to student numben and land mass 
to sustain itself with a diverse and challen1ln1 curriculum for Its 
students. Most would also 11ree that there should be less disparity 
across the State la tauble value per student. Tbil, of course, ls directly 
related to a dutriet's ability to raise revenue for educational purposes. 
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Placing all or the iand mass or North Dakota into a K-12 district will 
begin to address these problems. We have 51 districts that provide only 
aa elementary education with an average enrollment ol 53 students per 
distriet. These districts represent 22.1°/4 of the districts in the State 
with only 2.5% of the total enrollment. This is very inefficient. In 
addition, thtise districts have a very high taubl~ v,,tue per student. 

I should note here that by increasing efficiency and striving r or more 
equity9 I'm not referring to saving dollars. What I am referring to is•a 
reallocation or re!lources to provide more and better opportunities to the 
school age children of North Dakota. 

There is another extremely important fact to note here. The absorption 
of these elementary districts into a K-12 district does not necessarily 
mean that a particular school will have to close. A Board of Education 
bas the responsibility and the authority to place schools wherever they 
are needed in a district. 

The next question is, "What happens to a district under the provisions 
of this bill it and when it becomes law'!" One of two things will happen. 

l. Dissolution- means the process through whMch school district 
ceases to function and the subsequent attacb1~eu.t or its real 
properly to another school district or districts. 

a. It Is important to note that in this process, each landowner 
and each family with children will have the opportunity to 
indicate a choice as to which neighboring d•strict whey 
would pref er to have their property attached. This 
information would be used by the local school board in 
developing • map indicating the amount of property to be 
attached to each neighboring K-12 district. 

b. The dissolutioll!i process can generally be accomplished over 
a period of approximately sis months. A district going 
through this process would likely start the process In 
January, February or March and conclude it some time in 
June so an effective date of July 1 of any 1•ven year could be 
achieved. 

2. Reoraanlzatlon- means the formation or a new sebool dlstriet . 



I' 

' 

through the tombinatioa. in wbole or in part. of two or more school 
dhtrldl. 

a. This process generally require, a longer period of time, 
usually a twelve month period. 

b. The material I've given you outlines the pro1:edure and 
timellae. 

Chairman Frebora and memben of the Committee. There are a 
number of other bills in tlile Senate and House that address the issue of 
how we are going to st1·ucture the delivery of K-12 educatiol'i in order to 
guarantee a bright and productive future for the citir.eu and youth of 
North Dakota. This bill represents an important and necessary 
componen( of that delivery system. I encourage you to support it. 

Kathleen Norris, in her book, Dakota, A Spiritual Gepgrapby, said it 
well and I quote. "Disconnecting from change does not recapture tbe 
past, it losts the future." 

Let It not be said of us that we were not able to see the future and make 
progress towards it. There really is no such & thing as the 'status quo'. 
I believe we either embrace the necessary changes and move forward or 
we stagnate while others and the world pass us by. 

Let us not lose our future, 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Committee members. 



DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
600 E Boulevard Ave 

Dlanwck, ND 58505.0440 

SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION 
RECOMMENDED TIMELINE 

All 5"hool district roc,raanJzalions are oft'ecdvo on July 1. The followina are the required 
steps to accompllsh a n.ior;uuzation off~tive July 1 of yoar Y. 

• LOCAL BOARDS' ACTION TO AUTHORIZE DEVELOPMENT OF 
REOROANIZA TION PLAN 

• PUBLIC MEETINOS-In Juno or July of year X-in conjunction with 
development of reorganization plan 

• LOCAL BOARDS' ACTION· Each involved school board must approve the 
reorganization plan before it is submitted to tho county superintendent for a 
county hearina, - JULY, AU OUST of year X. 

• LEOAL NOTICE PUBLISHED FOR COUNTY HEARING 14 DAYS PRIOR 
TOHEARINO 

• COUNTY HEARING ON REOROANIZATION PROPOSAL - SEPT 1 to SEPT 
20ofyear X. 
• Reoraanization plan must contain items listed in NDCC Section 15.1-12-10. 

• REOROANIZA TION PACKETS IN STA TE OFFICE - OCTOBER l of year X. 

• NOTICE FOR STATE HEARING PUBLISHED 14 DAYS PRIOR TO 
SCHEDULEO HEARING DA TE 

• STA TE BOARD APPROVAL (usually 3rd Monday of any month) 
• November l to December I of year X. 

• PUBLIC MEETINGS REGARDING REORGANIZATION PROPOSAL AND 
UPCOMMINO ELECTION 



• 
• NOTICE OF ELECTION PUBLISHED AT 1,EAST 14 OA VS PRIOR TO 

ELECTION, 

• VOTE ON REOROANIZATION IN EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT- MAJORITY 
APPROVAL IN BACH DISTRICT REQUIRED - No later than December 31 of 
year Y. (Seo NDCC Section 1.l•l2•11(1).) 

• ELECT NEW SCHOOL BOARD boforo January 15 of year Y. 

• NOTICE Of' HEARINO PUBLISHED AT LEAST 14 DAYS BEFORE 
HBARINO, (Seo NDCC Section 15. l· 12· 1 S(2)). 

• NEW SCHOOL BOARD HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING TO PRESENT 
CURRICULUM, COURSE OFFERJNOS, AND AVAILABLE STAFF 
POSITIONS. (Seo NDCC Section 15,1•12•15(2),) ... by February l of year Y. 

• NEW SCHOOL BOARD MUST NOTIFY TEACHERS WHETHER THEY 
WILL BE OFFERED CONTRACTS. (See NDCC Section 15.1-12-1 S (3) - by 
5:00 on April 15 of year Y. 

• EFFECTIVE DATE OF REORGANIZATION - JULY 1 of year Y, 

DEPARTMENT Ofl PUBLIC fNSTRUCTlON 
Fin-. and Qrs111lull-0n Unit 

I 



CHART FOR REORGANIZATION 

Purpo1t: Tho fonnatJon of a now school district (NDCC Seotion, 1 S, l • 12-09 throuah 
15, 1·12•22), 

1, Reoraanization plan developed by districts. 

2. Public lnfonnational meetin11, 

3. Plan submitted to county superintendents havina jurisdiction ovor tho major 
J)()rtion of property ln each pardcipatin1 5'1hool district .. 

4. County reoraanii.ation committee hearina, 

5, County committee approval or denJal of reor1aruzation plan. 

6, If plan is approved, the plan is submitted to the State Board of Public School 
Education for approval or denial. 

7, If plan is approved by the State Board of Public School Education, the plan is 
returned to the county superintendent submittina the plan. 

8, Public infonnational meetinas. 

9. The county superintendont will then call a special election of the voters residin11 
in the territory of tho pioposed new districit. 

l 0. The reoraaniudon plan must be approvfd by a majority of the electors resldin!I 
within each Rhool district involved in the plan. 

DIP.UTMINT Of PUii.JC INITlUCT10N 
, .... .i OrpMreekMt UM 

~ 
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VOLUNTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT DISSOLV'flON 

• Tho school district decidet and votes that "h is in the best intoroats of its students 
to dinolvo tho school district and become att&Qhcd to surrounding school 
di1trict1", e>m,o this step i• ta.ken, subsequent handUna of tho dissolution is out of 
the handa of tho local school district board, 

• The school district board, after it haa voted to dissolve, notifies tho county 
superintendent of its dccision and providos a copy of appropriate documentation. 

• Tho county superintendent notifies the county committeo and schedules a hearing 
on school district dissolution. If the school district lies in more than one county, a 
multiple county reorganization committee hearing would he scheduled. 

• Appropriate public notice of the county hearing is published. 

• The county committee holds the hearing, takes input from anyone who wishes to 
testify, and decides on a dissolution proposal. 

• After the state hearing, the county committee shall order the district dissolved and 
its real property attached to one or more contiguous, operating school districts. 

• The county committee may not order the attachment of any territory unless a 
minor retidea within the boundaria of the territory to be attached. 

• The county committee may provide for an ofTective date other than July 1, 
ronowina the State Board•, approval of the diMOlution. If the county committee 
does not provide a different effective date, tho dissolution become, effective on 
July l followln1 the State Board•• approval of the diaolution (auumina the State 
Board approve1 it). 

• It more than one county committee is involved and the county committees cannot 
aaree upon III order attachina the territory to ldjoinin1 di1trict1, the county 
superintendent shall nodiy the State Board. The State Board shall conduct a 
public hearin1 and diuolve and attach the district ~o adjacent diatricta in the 
manner it deems appropriate. 



VOLUNTARY DISSOf,VTION 
TIMELINE 

ERCflVE DATE "'JULY l 

STATE BOARD APPROVAL • JUNE 

LEGAL NOTICE PUBLISHED FOR STATE HEARING 14 DAYS PRIOR TO 
JUNE HEARING 

ANNEXATION PACKETS IN STATE OFFICE • MAY 15 

COUNTY HEARING • MAY I 

LEGAL NOTICE PUBLISHED FOR COUNTY HEARING 14 DAYS PRJOR TO 
HEARING 

LOCAL BOAJlD'S ACflON • APRIL I 

PUBLIC MIITINGS7 • MARCH 17 - APRIL I 
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Yt1111m Dk1211UR1 i!l■ttalJa 

The------· Sohool Di1triot board hu voted to put the di1triot into volWltary 
df110luth>n, Al pan o( tho proceu of dovolopina a diuolution plan to tubnut to the oounty 
committee the~,_ ____ sohool board uks that you u school di,trict patron, 
provjde the f0Jlowin1 infonnation to assist with tho dovelopmont of tho plara. 

1) Are there ohUdrcn in your houlehold that will be attendina school in the 2000-200 l 
aghool year? Yet. __ No_ Jfyee, Ust the children by name and pado that they 
will be in for tho 2001-2002 school year and the sohool dlatrict they will attend if the 
_______ district 11 dissolved. 

Studt■tl Na• Grade Dl1trtet Attt1dl■1 

2) If the ---·--School District diasolves, property in the district may be attached to tho ________ , ______ , ______ , or 

I 

---·---di1triota. To be attached to one of thete di1trict1, the property 
must be oontiauoua to the dlstnot or to property that i, 1110 bein1 attached to that district. 
State law requires that in ord« to attaoh land to a neiahborina l<lhool district at lout one 
student between the 11ea of0-17 muat live on that property. 

I tha ,refer Hhe , ... that I own/rent be attaohed to: ,, -~ ScllMIDlltlld flntCHlce SocolNI CHkt 'Bird Cbelct 

Tho inf011111tioa that you have provided will be UMd by jie ______ tch~I board 
to clewlop • p,eUfflUllf)' map incUcatma the amount of property to be attached to each of the 
neipborinc tchool dbtrictl. 
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RB: s.r.te BW 2270 

0. Cbumu Prehors and Membcn of the Senato Education Committee: 

My namo ii Keith Rockemu. I am the school board prosldent and am repreaentina Bowllno Butte School 
Dlltrict #19. I am uldna that you NOT ~rnmend Sonato BW 2270, 

Thlt bUl II bema Introduced with ftnaoca In mind auld oot the oducational needs of the children. In 
addition to tho normal state ftandlna, we t\Jlly finance tho eduwion of our hiah 10hool students by payina 1 
tuldon feo. 
The mW lovy ln our 1ebool dlstrict l,124 milll wtuob run1 our achool. We received only SI 100 in state akt 
lut yow. If tho stato wu provktma me ~rity of support for our schoo~ thorc miaht bo justification in 
trylna to rcorpru7.C it, ThJa reorganization attempt la not justified. 

Former Presidmt Clinton signed ~i,to law an appropriations bW that provides funding to reduce classroom 
sim. The small schools already laave reduced gJassroom siz.es, ThJs bill will eventually close, these 
8Chools, Isn't that defcatins what our former president was tryina to accomplish? 

Th1s issue cannot be lookeo at only ftom a financial aspe('t, Tho safet:· and well beina of our childron is 
v,tally important. Our children would b, sub~tod to unnecessary hardship. lnteliHoalth, usl'll Harvard 
Me<llcal School as a source, states 6-to-10.y~-old chikb~n need 10 hours of sleep a night. I quote them 
Jn saYina, "Sl,,p deprivation can lead to problems performing simple tasks as l'lfll as poor concentrallon. 
lmtablllt)I and daytlms drowslMU, All of tlws, will Impair a child's ability to leam. " Two of our older 
students who ride tho bus act up at 5:30 In the mornina, leave homo at 6:30, drive 17 miles to meet tho 
bus, board the bus at 7:00 Md arrive at sohool at 8:30, After 8Chool they board tho bus at 3:30, meet their 
ride at tho bus stop at 5:00, and anivc home at 5:30. If you place a smaller child in this situation, he or sho 
will have to be asleep by 7:30 in order to get adequate sleep, That leaves two laoun of their day for 
supper, bath, homework, and family time, Don't force them to spend their childhood travtlina four hours 
to ao to school when they can travel only 30 minutes. 

lftbe bus route ii extended to include picldna up our scboolchlldren. we have pave concerns about their 
safety on poorly maintaiacd county ,ravel roads. The roads become natted-up ice, trail, in the winter and 
wllhboard du.It bowls In the ,ummer because of heavy travel by oil tanker trucks and OL .. ~r velu<'' 
V1albility ii limited at times due to hWa, curves, and dust. The cow,ty llbnrian asked us to •e4 u. ,,,,ty 
bookmobile It a dlilnm location 10 their vohk,le ii not subjected to tlUI tortuous terrain. Would tb, 
1ehool bus driwn uk ua to meet ..._ • a diffDnm location even thouah they have a door-towdoor 
pick-up policy? WW thil policy be abandoned? We have included some photos to show you how poor our 
roads are and how roup the terrain 15. After all. they do call it the Badlands for• reuonl 

Wt.,. QODClmld tllM NUaqe ..... tbe youapr ghildren's eduoation to a hiaft ~hool diltrict would 
Nduco plftdal laput In dlek clildl111•1 1, .... procc11. It would .,_ comrol In the hind, of people 
who III INl inl>rmed otthe unique location and lifestyle ofthne children. It is in tho best interest of the 
dildnn to keep thek education local. ' 

Cblinmn Frebors and memben of the Senate &luca&ion Conmttee, we uk that you NOT recon•1Mmd 
SenlaeBill2270. 

Thlakyou, 
Kekh Rockeman 
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RE: Senate Bl 2270 

Oeat C':tlakman FrebOrg and Members of the Senate Educatk>n Committee: 

My name 11 ~ Johnaon. 1 am the onnclpal. a 7th/81h teachertand a parent of a 4th grader 
at Ament Pubic 8a1ool, Sine Dtltr1ct 18. I am UkilQ that you NO recommend senate Bil 2210, 

We have 34 etudentl In our K-8 dtartct who come from IUODOfttve famlliN and a ~Mcntt 
communlv taat ....... pride In the qUIIHY IOhool for whldl Ahont le noted, our high 
school IIUdentl dowel when t,ey leave Almon~ 1uffk>ned to New Salem High School. (Almont 
studenta have Oftlfl bNn honored u lhe valedkltortai1, satutatonana homecoming queens and 
ktnaa. honQr etudentl, awn winning muettan, and ath'8tel. etc .. ) Jhil have been p,.,,.rtct 
Wtll ind they leaYe Almont Sdk>ol With I ltrong NflN of Identity, 

A 11ft, p_o11t1•.••• and rt1peotfUI atmo,,,.._ ts nurtured In our small rural SChOOI. The values ~=.:.~·~:==~~~=:=~~==~=".Sr::· thm .,. upheld Ind modllld at Almont School. 

When ,ny hulband and I movAd back to Nonh Dakota to hta ~•• farm, we were eager to 
make the 00fflf1""1\ent and au,uttmenta necessary In ma~ a IMrig on the rann. A amell Nral 
IChool ....... MIU~ ... WI ohoH for our Ohlld, bloaUM of .... quality} up-to-date 
INChlna and oumouki111, lndlvldUII atllntlon, and the :-. wholelome env ronment 
Almont llohool otttra. Being an administrator and teachet· a, Ament Sdlool, hu given me the 
chance to aee first hand the oppo,tunfflea and the chalenaes that a small dlstrtct flCN. I am 
thankful thal our eon hu the Oi>l>OrtUnlly to attend a rural North Dakota achool. Al a .,.,.nt. I 
do not want to loN thll choice. 

North Dakota ls noted tor b farn'And, ranches, and wide npen &pa0ea. P~ wtth children Uve 
on these farme and ranches. Thll ..... Pf'Ol)Olll 11 •~ruoua wttfl our North Dakota 
Agrtculture CommlHlon'• reoent lnlttatl¥e to .. ,row" Nral North o.kota. The Aa 
COIMUlk>n hU worked VfKY hard to eltlbfilh a mliskJn of enooutaaila you~ fo 
d~ their flrmklndl operakwla. Many of us hive taken the r1lk Incl have up that 
a,alr ",O,WtoilolPR.JP(Jlld~IUdluSenateBl22701hlttlnlllna tM very 
llvlllhood of rural North DekOII: MIi Norte Dakota II the ...... "North Dlkoea. 

Thll DRJOOIII ~ look dean, neat. and ()Oii lffedlye on paper. Howewr, 1 am ooncemed 
_.lletc,ng-termdlffl.Ographk)con~dlMl~1II, ~ 1 1Gdat/, and 
eoonomlclly• what wit bi neg_, COit lh_,_ be? ffil not a,... 111 .. ....-. .. _,. 4 vr llaal 

==='~~-==:.~~~..,~=-~=:,, 
eupport tlll ,-- of MIi North Dakota. 

CMlrmln ~ and ffllftlbn of lie Sena EdUclMon Comnilll, MI 00nCIIMd Pl(enl. al a 
dldloll1dtduCMIIW.andMINt'a,Nor1hO_,..,, lsonglyurgtMyouDO NOT PAIi 
s.n..8122'10. 

ThlnlcYf't.$1 

~M.Johnion 
AmlrilPubloSdlOOI 
.......... nodlk.ldu 



February 2, 2001 

Senate Education Committee Members 

·,1, letter le addrtealng concern for a proposed SENATE BILL. No. 2270, 11SECTION 1. School District• 
. rovltlon of all grade l•vel1, 11 The Lltohvllle and Marlon Sohool Dlstrlote are currently entered Into a K·12 
educatlonal cooperative. The high eohool Is located In Marlon and the elementary school Is looated In Lltohvllle. 
Befort the cooperative agreement was entered Into, many commlUeee were eetabllshed trying to decide which 
arrangement would beat meet the educational needo of the students of our respective districts, After tedious 
work, oountleH hours of study and dlsoueslon, and after appro><lmately 30 separate committee moetlngs, the 
vast majority of our parent• and patrons of our dlstrlots oholce was to enter Into the current K·12 
cooperative agreement we are operating. 

Thie agreement has worked very well for our schools. Our parents and patl'ons wanted I nore eduoatlonal 
opportunities for their ohlldren, We have approximately 240 students, We have pooled i'>Ur resources and are 
providing more e,,hanoed edw,atlonAI opportunities, Before lhe cooperative agreament was entered lnlo, we 
were offering 46 semeeter hours at Lltohvllle, Now, we are offering approxlmately 80 semester hours, 
lnoludlng Interactive Televlslon with a T1 Line, high teohnology equipment, oomplete Internet access with a 
56K llne and we are currently lri the process of updating from a 56K line to a OS 3. which Is equal to 46 T1 
Lines. 

Governor Sohaff~r recently commented about lhe efforts the committees of Elgln and New Leipzig have done. 
They also ,tarted with a cooperative agreement, Governor Schaffer also stated that oonsolldatlon Isn't always 
the beat solution for everyone. The cooperative agreement works well In our districts. Again, this Is what our 
parents and patron• wanted for our students, 

It has been stated that elementary districts aren1t paying theh· fair share. This la far frC1m the truth In our 
1trlcta. In faot, In the flrat three years w~en Vo{t oaloulated all the educational costs and ravenues at the end 
each flsoat ye,r: the high school district ~wed money to the elementary district. 

Wt are very proud of the tduoatlonat opportunities we are providing. It Is true we oouid have remaln~d two 
separate K•12 school dl1trtot1. Our school board,, parent,, and patrons were progressive enough and took tt d 

lr1ltlatlve to do more for our students by entering Into our current cooperative agreement, 

If thle proposed bill 11 enacted, then, eohool districts that ar1 trying to coopftrat,, share, and school districts 
that havt enttrtd Into a cooperative agreement would no longer be able to do this. Theae schools should be 
excluded from thl• bill. After all, wt are working together as a K•12 system, We should not be punished for 
providing more tducatlonal opportunltltl for 1tudent1. If our districts are forced to consolldate or reorganlze 
at thle time, atl the effort• of the lndlvlduala who worked so hard to make our agreement successful would be 
torn apart, Aleo, oonlOUdltk>n or reorganlztUon can lead to more serious and economic ramlflcatlona and 
po11lble community dtmiM, PltaN oon•lder our valued request. 

Thank you for your valuable time and muoh needed consideration and assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Superintendent 
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ChaJrman Frebor1 and mcmben of the Soncao E<hwation Committee: 

I am Scott Quxbaum, Sohool Board Protident from East Fairview Elementary Schoo~ 

East Fairview, North Dakota and spokesman for four school districts in M(lkenzie County 

Adjacent to tho Montana State Linc. They are Yellowstone # 14, Horse, Creek #32, 

BowllM Butte # 19 and Earl # 18, We aro opposed to Senate Bill 2270. I will briefly 

doscribo the situation in our districts and I know there are similar situations across the 

state. Elghty•ftve percent of the students in our '>lstrict #14 llvo in the Yellowstone 

Valley within four miles of the Montana State line which is also where the high school is 

located. Our students attend elementary school at East FaJrview, North Dakota, a fully 

accredited SQhoo~ and our high 5"hool students have attended tho Fairview Hish School 

for over the past fifty years under the reciprocal agreement act in Thie 1 S, Chapter 

15-10.l of the North Dakota Century Code, East Fairview and Fairview &;:hools In 1996 

negotiated a tuition agreement that is based on actual cost of educaOoo, also in 1997 East 

f'auview aa,et,d to assist Fahview Schools with the installation of a new computer lab to 

the swnofSt00.00 per student for 10 years. ( These are enclosed in your handout.) 

Fa,1mw ffiah Scoool is a larae, modern facility built in 1956, expanded in 1968, with a 

new &}111 built in 1965, and a vo-11, b'ldel. i~W industries shop built in 1975. They also 

added new clullrooma in 1980. Their preeent hiah school enrollment is 100 students. 

They employ 11 teacben and ofter 70 claues, includina a telecommunications system for 

foreip.....,.. aD of which is well owr the minimum nocos.wy for accreditation in 

North Dakota. I would lib to refer you to the attached class schedule handout. They 

allO offer 22 extra-curricular activities. Became of the short distance to the scboo~ our 

students converdeatly attend after-acbool activities and better parent participation is also 

realbed, In 1982 our district bulk a new aym and two new classrooms. These facllit~ 

are u,ed by the students in K-l 2 &om both acbools. 
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If Sonlto BW 2270 becomes law. bmoad of attendina b1ah school in our community our 

student• would be buaed to the nearest oxiltlna North Dakota Hip School in Alexander 

or Trenton. Thi, ls about 100 milos round trip por day , Tho average is now 26 mllus 

round trip per day, Ho110 Cree~ #32 wou.ld travel about 120 m1Jos per day, 

Furthor compticatina this is that we arc Mountain Standard Time. while the Alexander and 

Trenton schools are on Central Standard Time. This bill could do more than put an end to 

our students attendJna high school in our community. It may put an end to our elementary 

school in East Fairview, that has an enrollmtlnt this year of74 students, Because of the 

time wne and extreme mileage dlfterence, we may be forced to double our bus routes. 

With our present enet·gy situation the extra cost of transportation would be staggering. 

To give you an idea of the added cost of transportation, alone our district receives 

approximately $32,202.00 fi'om the state at the present payment schedule. ThJs figure 

would increase 8 times or $257,616.00 just in transportation costs. 

This is tho situation in our district. We an, simply more conveniently located near a fine 

school ouuide the State of North Dokota. 

Cbumln Frebora and mombcrs of the education committee, we ask that you do not 

support Senate em 2210. 

THANK YOU. 

Scott Bux'-'am, 

ScboolBolld Pi'esidcm 

East Fairview Elememary School 
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l'tllGwwtone lchool Dlatrtct # 14 . . 

........... Charge to VSD 114 
(1 .... 1 ... ) 

Geneta,Fund 
EstJmattd Budget 08-99 

2 RetJtement Fund 
EstJmated Budget 98-90 

3 Total Estimated Budget 98-99 

_. ANB 
. (Average Number Belonging) 
Fatt ~rollment+ 
Spring Enrollment 
(12-4+12.1) / 2 X 187 /180 

5 Expenditures I ANS (#:3 / #4) 

6 Montana Payment I ANB 
(State ANB & SpEd pmt / ANB) 
(340,285,67 / #4) 

7 Remaining Cost (#5 .. #6) 

Converting ANB tl1 to per 
Student cost (#7 )( 187 /180) 

Total Cost 
#7 per student cost x 
Yellowstone SD ADM (30) 
<•. 720.80 x 30) 
.J,5G3.ae x 30 

$828,929.S. 
$835,315.00 

$92,000.00 
$70,000.00 

$920,929.54 
$905,315.00 

$127.78 

$7,207.15 
$7,084,95 
$2,883,06 
$2,883.08 

$4,720.80 
$4,593.88 

$141,824.14 
$137,818.80 

The estimated current year budget/ma>dmum cost 
cotumn wtll be completed by the admitting district 
before the tuition agreement Is signed by both districts. 

Payments tr.i the admitting district will comlnue as In 
the cutrent year. 

ADMITTING DISTRICT 

------~-----.... ·------Chairman of the Board 

sus,nesa Manager 

Date 

·11•,· •"" _.,.' ,·.1 ·, ..... 

Tuition C~@ 1999-2000 
::::::---.., d 

Actuals (1tta-1Ht) 

1 Genen1t Fund - $831,987.00 
Actual Expenditures 98-99 

2 RetJrement F'und $82,940 . .U 
Actual Expendttures 98-99 

3 Total Actual Expenditures 98-99 $894,907.44 

4 ANB 
(Average Nurr.ber Belonging) 
Fall Enrollment+ 
Spring Enrollment 
(105 + 102) / 2 X 187 /180 

5 Expenditures I ANB (#3 / #4) 

' e Montana Payment / ANB 
(State ANS 1 SpEd pmt / ANB) 
(340285.67 I IN) 

7 Remaining Cost (#5 .. #6) 

Convertf ng ANB #7 to per 
Student cost (#7 x 187/180) 

8 Total Cost 
#7 per student cost x 
Yellowstone SD ADM ( 23) 

$107.53 

$8,322.40 

$3,164.57 

$5,157.83 

$5,358.~2 

$123,243.68 

The actual columr, will be filled out by the admitting 
district following the current year and sent tn the 
Yellowstone School District Business Manager 
by July 31st. 

RESIDENT DISTRICT 

Chairman of the Board 

auslneM Manager 
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Yellowstone Schoof Ofstrict # 14 

Maximum Charge to YSD #14 
(1Hl-2000) 

1 General Fund $828.929.54 
estimated Budget 99-00 

.2 Retirement Fund $70.000,00 
Estimated Budget 9Q.0O 

3 Total estimated Budget 99-00 $898,929.54 

4 ANB $107.53 
(Average Number Belonging) 
Fall Enrollment+ 
Spring Enrollment 
(105+10,2) / 2 X 187 /180 

S Expenditures I ANB (#3 I #4) $8,359,81 - . 

e M~ntana Payment / ANB $3,231.56 
(State ANB & SpEd pmt I ANS) 
(347,48&.01 I #4) 

7 Remaining Cost (#5 - #e) $5,128.25 

Converting ANS #7 to per 
udent cost (#7 )( 187/180) $51327.69 

Total Cost $154,503.01 
fl! per student cost x 
Yellowstone SO ADM (29) 
(5327,89 X 29) 

The estimated current year budget/maximum cost 
column will be completed by the admitting district 
before the tuttfon agreement Is signed by br,th districts. 

Payments to the admitting district will continue as In 
the CUO'ent year. 

ADMmlNG DISTRICT 

Chaf nnan of the Board . , 

Business Manager 

,. 
' ' 

Tuition Cost for 2000-2001 

Actuals (1999-2000) 

1 General Fund 
Actual Expenditures 99-00 

2 Retirement Fund 
Actual Expenditures 99-00 -

3 Total Actual Expenditures 99~00 

4 ANB 
(Average Number Belonging) 
Fall Enrollment+ 
Spring Enrollment (00-01) 
L + _J / 2 x 187., /.-180 

5 Expenditures/ ANB (#3 / #4) 

6 Montana Payment I ANS 
(State ANS & SpEd pmt I ANB) 
(347489,01 / #4) 

7 Remaining Cost (#5 - #6) 

Converting ANS #7 to p~r 
student cost (#7 x 187/180) 

8 Total Cost 
#7 per student cost x 
Yellowstone SD ADM ( __) 

The actual column wlll be filled out by the admitting 
district following the current year and sent to the 
Yellowstone School District Business Manager 
by July 31st. 

RESIDENT OISl'RICT 

Business Manager 

. z--11-q; 
Date 



DEC-19~97 FRI 11:54 FA r lq '/ r El~ scHcoL FAX NO, 4067473336 

The Bon rd of'Educ11tion or Yellowstone Scbot>I District, offers the following proposal 
conc:cming expenditures by ljiah-vicw .Public Sc:hoolt Dou rd of Education. 

t. Ycllow!6ton~ Scholll dl,trlct will piy S100,00 per stud~nt AD.L\'I for studedts 
Jn grndes 9-1:2 residing In Yellowstone School District attending Fairview 
Public S~hool. 

0, These c:rpenditur-cs will ht ba~ed on e:tpenditurts l,y l~airvlcw l.,ublk 
Schools in the aren or technology. 

b, The c:.pcnditure encuinbcred by Yellowstone School District will beilu 
on September 1998 nnd ensue ror teu consecutive yenrs at: the rote 
of $100.00 per student ADI\'[ (or grade.• 9-t 2 of Yellowstone School 
District stude1,ts attcrtdlng Fairview Public ScJ1aols. 

2. · At the close of the third ycnr of thns aarcemettt, reprcse.11tative c()111mittCC$' 
from the B<>ards of Educntioo shall meet to d.iscuss changc.1 deemed 
ncccssnty. Such chan2cs shall be accepted upon B,)ard action of both 
parties. 

3. Y,lfowstone School District ~h1lll receive itemized c:tp~nditun disclosures 
from Fairview Public Schools ror techuotogy eipeuditurcs ror grades 9-12 ror 
each yoar of thi,s ag.rccmtrtt. 

4. YeHowstone School District would like tbe opportunity to h~we oue of our 
technology corumJttee members prcse,u at your technology conirulttct 
meetings to pick up information to help us stay abreast with you1• 
advartcemcrUs Atrtd gtve us knowledge In pua·chnsfng technology equipment 
fo•· our sc:hoor and students. 

Fairview PubUc School 

~~&"~-' 
Ch•lrMan of th• Board 

~tit.'(f{!M 
Bu1ln111 M11ni9or 

tflt11tn/.A(J t4 1211»1.. 
Data 

Yellowstone School Dist. 14 

,..,=-... !:'i- t ,/L.o..,, ..... _ 
Ch'ai7oi the Board ' 

~(4"'4~:V°1\•~°'- ~ I ,qc, 1 
Oate 

P, Ot 
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-ZGI0-2001 Fairview Junior High & High School Schedule 
II-Th Sc:bedule 8:30-9-.20 9~~0:13 10:16-11:06 
Fri Schedule 8:3C).9:15 9:iS-10:02 10:05-10:51 

- Saari JHMUSic Prep MusicAppreciation 

MusicApprecfation 

Taylor Physical . Env. Science Science 8 
Sdence Zo~gy 

B5Js Physcal PhysJcs Chemistry 

. - Science 

lloudlard Engiish? J,., Amer Short Story English 2 
World iJtera.ture -

ffdand English 4 Lit App Prep English 2 

& AppUed Comp 
Falauln JH Study Hal Language6 Prep 

R,lm Tide 1 Title 1 .Reading 6 

llcConnell catculuS Advance Math Study Hai1 
. 

Nawilall Prep Algebra 1 Ma1h7 
-

Kimbrell Geography General BUSit,ess Civics 
Geography 

Sander Ameriean World Prep 

History Hlstory 

Semg. PElO Elementary Bementary 

.PE 10 

Clark Prep Keyboarding 7 Keyboarding 9 

Keyboaaf'mg 8 Keyboarding 9 

Fink Prep Applied Science in Intro Ag Tech 

(CAO by Arr) Ag & Technology Intro Ag Tech 

Weber career Exploralion Buzz on Business Child Develop 

Fiber Crafts Marriage & Fam Begin Foods 

Taylor. R 

Shaide.K Accelerated Reader and library Practicum by arrangement 

SpaniSh ITV Spanish 8 
Spanish 7 

9:0S.9:SS 
JH students wiU be raleased tram 1st pd class at 9:05 for Spanish 
04 Ftl pdS 6 & 7 will be $Withed to allow for Spanish dasses 

11:09. 12:00 12."34-1 :26 1:29-2:22 2:25-3:18 
1 o:54-11..,tcf"9> 1.2:16-1:01 1:52.2:35 1:04-1:49 

Choir Study Hall . Beginning Band . Band . 

Sc~nce 6 Prep Science 7 HumanAnu>my 
-

Blology2 
Astronomy Biology Biology Prep 
GeolOgy 

EngflSh 1 English3 Engllsh 4 Prep 
College Prep •. 

English 1 tf!Story 7 Languages Montana His1ory 

A&.Cr 8/A&Cr 7 Math8 Social Studies 6 Ma1h6 
"CC 

TrtJe 1 Prep Tdle 1 Language7 -
Business Math Algebra 1 Algebra 2 / Prep 

Trig 
Software Geometry Geometry Applied Math 

Excel Math Concepts 
Prep Office Computerized Study Hall 

Procedures Accounting 
Business Law American History Drivers Ed World 

Drivers Ed History 

PE7 PE6 .. PE9 Elememary 
PES PE6 PE9 

Tech Coordinator K-6 Art Advanced Art Intro to Art 

Intro to Art -
V<rAg8 Ag Power Advanced Ag Ag Woods 

Study Hal~ Mechanics 

Study Hall 

FCS7 
Advanced PE. 

SpaniSh 1 

1:40•2;31 

Students will be released from 5th pd class at 1 -s, tor Spanish 1 
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Senator Freborg, Coaaittee Members: 

lam Loia Anderson, County Superintendent of Schools in Slope and 

Bowman Counties. In Slope County, I directly supervise three elementary 

school districts. Each school provides the best possible education and 

their 1tudenta ldarn to work and study individually as well as in group 

situations. Although teachers have multiple grade levels, they provide 

a great deal of individual attention to each student and are familiar 

with, and knowledgeable about, each student's abilities and need~ and 

can fit the instructional program to each student. These students are 

generally honor students when they get to hi8h school. Should they be 

missing some area of study when they begin high school, they are able to 

''catch up" quickly.because they have learned to be responsible and study. 

Cost of education per pupil is high in these districts. Due to the 

thirty-two mill deduct requirement for foundation aid, most receive very 

little, and sometimes no, state payments. Patrons of these districts do 

pay for nducating their children, Although open enrollmJnt has allowed 

students to attend another district without tuition, these districts are 

required to pa~ high school tuition to that other district when the stu­

dents reach that level, 

1 believe that no elementary district wishes to provide high school 

level education. It would not be feasible due to the low enrollments, 

most likely impossibility of finding teacherg for each field of study, 

and costs associated with such an endeavor, I also believe that these 

elementary districts wish to provide qc,a li ty educ at ion for the younger 

children in their areas and that their patrons would rather have their 

children closer to home during the early grade years rather than have a 

bus route which would involve Much time away from home early mornings and 

late afternoons. 

Eventually these districts may have to join another district due to 

decreased enrollment or to having no more students, That should be their 

decision and, they should not be forced to make it, 

I respectfully request that you do not pass Senate Bill 2270, 



S112271 
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Markud Kade Llldler 
335S Coa■ty Rold lJt. Mudan, ND YSM 
"3-2720 

My husband and I are oppoted to this bill because our children would be so deeply affected by it. Our 

local schoo~ Sweet Briar, would be closed if this bW becomes law simply because we don't have a high 

school in our district. We have hid our children at Sweet Briar school for a total of seven yean and have 
been extremely happy with die edlacation and environment that the~ provides. Our daughter, Megan, 
graduated &om Sweet Briar with excellent preparation both academicaUy and aoclally for high school, She 
is now a Sophomore at Mandan High School and the change from 16 students to 1300 students was a 
positive, exciting and challenging tramition. Megan bas never failed to be on the honor roU and had no 
trouble fitting in and makins ftiends. The prepantion she had at Sweet Briar is a large part of the reason. 
She learned how to interact with kids of a large variety of ages, how to learn independently when necessary, 
how to concentrate and be productive with a certain level of noise and distraction. The particular environ­

ment of the school is one where the students hear the curriculum of the other grades over and over asain as 
they go through their own work. She also had the opportunity to strengthen her W1derstanding of certain 
subjects while helping some of the younger students that were having difficulty. We also have a son, Jed, 
who is a 5th grader at Sweet Briar and a 2 year old. Sam, that we hope will aJso attend there when the time 

comes. 

My husband and I both earned masten\ degrees at the University ofNorth Dakota. We are able to evalu­
ate what is the best educational environment for our children. We both moved here from out of state to 
attend graduate school and have stayed for 20 years becauso of the quality offlfe we have fowid here. Our 

friends across the country are actually jealous of the school situatiott we have here. ln fact when we tell 
people from other stat• about life in North Dakota our rural school is probably the thing they admire most. 

Districts like oura are necessary in North Dakota and becomins more neceuary u time pwes, A bill like 
this is introduced nearly every session and hu thus fir been der.ted each timt. For a while each time this 
type ofbiD wu introduced there were fewer IChools aftected. Until now. Beca111e decreuina population 
of some of our smaller cities in North DaJ.:ota has forced them to cloae their high schoola, there are actually 
more graded elememary districts now than there were four years ago. Parents in thele districts are choot­
lna to keep theiryouna children doae by and allowing their older swdentl travel the areat distances to high 
IChoob in neipborina ciUel. It mak11 aen1eto do du. The younaones sbouJd be kept cloaer to home. 

If theletowm are f'orced to loee their local schools there ii one lea reuon for people to live there, thereby 
welkeninaalreldy~conmanidel. 



Some of you may have children in 9Chool, some of you may have granddilldnm in school. Plear.e consider 

- the lbllowing u If you_..,.,.. QOIICll'IWIII about the well being of ycur childrenllld your community. 

If you live in a school district with a high school you probably can send your kids to a neighborhood school. 
So can we. 
Your kids probably don't have to ride the bus an hour and twenty mi11Jtes each way to and from school. 
Neither do ours. 
You know the families of their friends. 
Sodowe. 
Ewnts at school define and enrich your conmmity. 
So also for us. 
You don't have to travel far when yow· child gets ~k. 
Neither do we. 
You can go a short distance to volunteer at the school or attend a Parent-Teacher conference. 
So can we. 
Your kids get an e,ccellent education and ex:cel in High School 
So do ours. 
The school in your neighborhood is probably meeting your needs in an affordable way. 
So is ours. 
(In fact Sweet Briar School had the lowest cost per student in the state according to the most recent De­

partment ofPublic Instruction (DPI) Schoof Finance Facts report. This fact should promote the creation of 
more schools like ours instead of seeking their destruction.) 

In one way however we are very different: 
You don~ have to continually defend your right to have a local school for your children. 
Butwedo. 

If SB2270 pwes our kids will have to ride the bus nearly three hours a day, their neighborhood friends Y.ill 
not necessarily be in their classes. Volwtteerlns at schoo~ fetching an W child, attending meetings. and 
monitorina the prosr• of a child will become ttl!ch more difflcult if these lads are all fo~ into the bigger 
city schools. The community of Sweet Briar is defined by the school district and if there were no school 
activities there would be little reuon for the people livins there to even see each other. The school makes 
U1 a community. It defines usu a comnmity. 

The people livlna in theM smaller district• and peyina the taxes should be the ones to decide whether or not 
to keep their school open, not the aovemment of the state ofNonh Dakota. The mechanism is already in 

place to close these IChoola and comolidate with larpr districts if the ~..ople living there choose to. This 
country is built on hedom of choice. The fteedom oflocaJ districts should be protected and not attacked 
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by the ... pemment ilUflded to serve them. In light of Preli~ Bush•• pu.sh to allow school c~"4ce in 
America, Sealte Bill 2270 ia a strons step in~ opposite direction. It is appropriate to continue to allow 
peiwltl to dedde whit ia belt for their children and not the state government. 

That our DPI ii tryins to crush something that is the envy of the rest of the country is incredibly inappropri­
ate. The NIIN of COIIUllJRity and neighborhood a-eated by the existence of the schools that this bill will 
take away is somethins that is sorely lacking in modem America. 

We are tired of revisitina this issue and having to rescue our school from this type ofbiU every two to four 
years. There seems a disdain by the DPI for the small schools in this state that is unfathomable to us, unless 
the people behind this bill have never spent any time It all finding out what is really happening at these 
schools. Perhaps someone in the DPI had a bad experience at a small school in the past but let me assure 
you, my personal experience suggests this is the exception not the rule. 

We don~ appreciate DPrs efforts at top down centralized planning of what they think is best for our chil­
dren 
We can al! name several countrit.1 where it has been discovered the hard way, that top down, centralized 
management doesn't work. It doesn't work here either. 

ThJs is a local control issue. The parents who pay the taxes1 paint the school, install the carpet, maintain all 
aspects of the schoo~ volunteer their time, and contribute to their community are your constituents and 
shouJd be the ones to decide whether to have a public school in their area, not the DPI, 

Please vote "do not pass" on Senate BW 2270. 

Tiwlkyou. 
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SHELDON PUBLIC SCHOOL 
218tClftd Avenue NOlftl 
Sh•ldon, ND M061·400t 

l'hoM: 701.112.3221 l'hon• I FAX: 701.112.343. 
' . 

Sandy lortholomay/loard Pr•11cMnt Tammy loeder, lutJn ... Manage, 

suaan Dopp. su,-r1ntet1dent/El•m•ntary Prlnclpal 
,cto,,...ndlt.noclak.edv 

To: Senate Education Collllittee 

Froa: Sheldon Public School Board 

Subject, Op,c»aition to Senate 8111 2270 

We. the w,.deraiaried, 1,·ould like to voice our atroiia oppoai~ion to Senate 
Bill 2270. 

The Sheldon Public School offer• a quali~y education for 1rades t-6. There 
is strona corumunity auppc,rt for our school and we are fiscally sound. 

We, the aaembers of the Sheldon School Board, ask tor a no vote on Senate 
Bill 2270. 

(?, If.~ 
Cindy Bartholouy 
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Chainnan Frcborg and Members of the Committee, I'm Nancy Grosulak. a school 

board member from Billings County, and I'm here in opposition to SB 2270. 

Every school district in this state is unique and has its own unique prohlems and 

situations. 

It is for this reason I foe) that any decisions in regard to reorganizations, ann~xations, etc. 

should be made by the loca) school districts, and not by the State. Th~y arc the hl'st 

qualified to know if and when this process is right for their district. 

Perhaps it is not to every high school district's advantage to have a ncurby 

elementary district attached to their district, and perhaps it wi11 not be in the hcst interest 

of every elementary district. Bigger is not always better. 

Most importantly, this bill has the potential to have a profound impact on the 

children involved. Small schools in remote areas arc necessary, but expcnsiVl' to operate. 

There are no guarantees that the new district would not close them eventually. if' not 

immediately, and the students would need to travel even l<,ngcr distances to s<.:hool. 

By giving this bill a udo not pass" recommendation, you would be giving a vote of 

confidence that the local school districts are capable of making the decisions effecting the 

welfare of their children. I don't believe that confidence would be misplaced. 

Thank you. 



BOUB CHIil SCBNL 
M8'rUt'I' ftl 

HC 2 Box8 
Cartwright, NO 58838 

February S, 2001 

Senate Education Committee 
600 East Boulevard Ave. 
Bismarck, ND S8SOS 

RE: Senate Bill 2270 

(701) 565-2252 

Dear Senate Committee Member Christenson, 

Horse Creek School District #32 opposes Senate Bill 2270. We are a rural 

elementary school district, which encompasses 300 square miles and borders 

Montana. Our nearest towns are Sidney and Fairview Montana. Most of the 

high school age students in our district go to high school in Sidney and 

Fairview. A lot of the parents in our district work in Sidney or Fairview 

because they are by far the closest towns to our district. It would. be an 

unreasonable burden for these students and parents to have to travel to 

Alexander and Watford City, North Dakota. 1be transportation expen~.1~ !'ir 

these North Dakota high schools would be high to transport our students 

~ause of the distance, 34 miles and 58 miles respectively, from the center 



of our district. It would be unreasonable to ask our students to ride a bus for 

hours each direction. 

We believe that our students are receiving a solid education. Our students 

consistentl~xcel in the high schools that they choose to attend. Larger 
\ 

schools are usin~ ,federal money to reduce the size of their classes to give 
\ 

children m~re attention. We are already doing this without the aid of grant 

money. Combining districts would only complicate this issue. 

The Horse Creek School District has a large amount of Federal Land within 

its boundaries, which decreases the taxable acres within the district. There 

would be more expense than monetary gain involved with the absorption of 

our district by another district. 

We ask that you don't force us into a situation that we feel is not in the best 

interest of our students. Being part of a Democratic Society means that we 

should have the freedom to decide what situation is best for our students. 

We want to do what is best for the students in our district. We ask that you 

leave the control at the local level for us to decide. 



To: Education Subcommittee Chair - Layton Frebora 

Members of the committee, I am John Winter, currently a school board member at Horse Creek rural 
elementary school district. located on the North D:tkota•Montana state line. I fully support Mr. Buxbaum 's 
testimony for Yellowstone, Horse Creek, and Eul school districts. and urge a NO vote on SB 2270. The 
following issoe.1, which I wilJ briefly discuss. also suppo,t a NO vote: 

I.) Quality of education at our rural elemt11tal'y school is very good. 

2.) The needs of families Uving ner. to state lines must be considered. 

3.) If funding is equalized, then program~ must also be equalized 

4.) If somethJng is not broken, there doesn't need to~ a solution. 

I. my four brothers and sisters. and many of our neighbors are products of our llU'II elementary school. 
Under whatever standards the graduates of our school would be measur.:d• acheivement test scores, success 
in high school, success in cotlege, etc- we are well above average in our state. 

Someone has to llve next to the North Dakota-Montana state line. The lay of the land pl.iced the towns 
of Sidney end Fairview right on the state line but with the high schools in Montana. Due to distances 
involved, many North Dakotans work in these towns and depend upon many services,(including 
emergency), &om these towns. That is why the area is called Mon•D1.tk .. Passing this bill would c11use 
hardships on these families and W'ldo the very necessary relationships that have been worked out over 
many years. 

OW' S<:hool district pays fully for the high school education. The admitting high school district sets the 
amowit through the dltlon agreement. We are very satisfied with the current arrangement and do not want 
any changes. This clwnsy attempt at eqU£1izing fundh1g does not discuss the accompanying issues of 
equalizing programs, time spent on buses, and many other issues which all support a NO vote. 

Finally, the major flaw In this bllJ I~ that the netds of the famllies with children ln our area are not 
considered, nor were they even consuhed. This blll will not result in better education for our students, but 
will cause hardships in our area. 

// 
I 



February S~ 2001 

Elrl loll11I IISU1CI #11 
-"" ... 

HO se ec. am • 8'dnlr, MT sa:no 
Phanl101.al6-22-19 

Dear Chainnan Freborg and Members of the Senate Education Committee, 

As persons involved in the North Dakota education system we are faced with the 

challenge of finding solution:s to deaJ with the issues of declining enrollment and -.ci,ool flnance as 

well as provid!ng the best education we can for our young people. We at Earl School District # 18 

are very aware of how great of an undertaking this is and appreciate your efforts on behalf of the 

students in North Dakota schools. 

Senate Bill #2270 requiring school districts to include grades 1- l 2 within their boundaries 
' 

is a concern to Earl District # 18. We are a large district located in the southwest corner of 

McKenzi" County, between the badlands and the Montana state line. The boundaries of Earl 

School District encompass an area in excess of260 squar~ miles, however, less than 300/4 of the 

property in this area is privately owned and has a taxable valuation. We would be a flnanciaJI 

burden to any high school district if this djstrict were to provide the services to our students that 

they provide for their own. The taxes would have to be increased to cover the cost of educating 

our students and theirs. Jfthe tax rate was not increased the quality of education would suffer. 

Jn the past, students from our district have chosen to attend high school in Beach and Watford 

City in North Dakota and Sidney, Montana which are 4S, 60, and 2S miles respectively from our 

school. Our students have been accepted and excel in the high schools they have chosen to 

attend. In consideration of distance, family togetherness, curriculum, and extra curricular 

activities, the local board hu made necessary financial. arrangements to support the host district. 

Our current arrangement with Sidney High School district requires that we compensate them with 

their " Ia&II QQI& af#tuoefian" per pupil. This arrangement has been very satisfactory to both 

partitl and did not require that we be annexed into a hish school district. We would be willlns to 



enter into a similar arranaement with uiy high school district our students choose to attend. If 

yoe.a allow ua to maintain local contro~ we can continue to provide quality education to our 

.students in this manner. We currently have IO students enrolled in our district and our census 

shows 9 additional students in the future. 

Our district is made up of family ranching operations. Senate Bill #2270 would have a 

devastating effect on property values in our area. Education of children is a major concern of 

young families considering the purchase of a ranch in our area. The prospect of bussing children 

in excess of SO miles one way to attend school is not a strong selling point considering the child 

would be putting in a 12 hour day just to go to school. However, this is quite likely a reality 

under Senate Bill #2270. Our district has been able to work with families to attend a school that is 

oriented to their ranch location. In the best interest of the children,s education, the provisions are 

already in place for us, the local board, who best knows our unique situation, to consolidate or 

annex or take whatever steps are necessary to give our children the best education with the least 

family disruption. Let us keep the local control of our districts and continue to run it in the 

prudent manner we have been and not have our decisions made by someone 60 miles away or in 

Bismarck. 

Chainnan Freborg and members of the Senate Education Committee, we ask that you do 

not support Senate Bill #2270. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

1~~ 
Kay Hatter 
President of Earl School Board 
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North Dakota Small Organized Schools 

Robert Stringer, President 
Box 367 

Sykeston. ND 58486 
(701) 984-2392 

Roger M. Mulvaney, Vice President 
Box 337 

Oriska. ND 58063-0337 
(701) 845-2846 

Gerald Quintus, Secrelary-Treasurer 
Box 369 

Richardton, ND 58652 
(701) 974-2111 

Dean F. Bard, Executive Director 
1604 River Drive 

Mandan, ND 58554 
(701) 663-0002 

Fax (701) 663-0002 
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LEGISLATIVE 
PROGRAM 

1: The 9()% cap on state transportation cosls should be 
eliminated and dislrlcts should be reimbursed for 
100% of cost. Relmbursemenl for busses with a 
capacity of transporting to or more studcnls should be 
increased from 67 cents to 75 cenls per mile for trans­
pmting s&udents Uvlng outside the incorporated limits 
of a city. Transportation services for special and voca­
tional education should continue to be f undcd. 

2. A.II schools should have access tc. improved 
distance learning lechnology for instructional 
purposes and this program should continue to be 
funded. School boards should have the authority to 
levy up to 5 mills to meet funding costs. In addilion 
school building fund tax monies should be allowed t~ 
be used for lhe purchase and mainlcnance of educa­
tional technology equipment for sludenl instruction. 

3. Each school district's interim fund has been 
eslabllshed and managed to meet local conditions and 
needs and therefore should not be subjected to 
additional state-mandated restraints or corurols. 

4. Teacher salaries arc a matter of paramount importance 
and it is the responsibility of each local school district 
to determine such salaries, in accordance with lc-,eal 
condili<>ns and needs, so as lo attract and retain 
quality professional inst ruction al personnel. 

5, NDSOS supports legislalion that funds special 
education In an adequate and equitable manner and al 
a level that enables school districts to meet the needs 
of special education students. The state should have a 
responsibllily lo fund at least 70% of the cost of 
special education. 

6. The establishment of each school's calendar is a mat­
ter of local control, The legislative :tsscmbly should 
permit schools to haYe more nexibillty to determine 
the length of a school day. Schools should also be 
given the authority to provide an additional two days 
or state-funded professional staff ln~rvlce training. 

7. NDSOS supports legislation that would allow school 
hoards to Increase property taxes by a 
maximum of three ptrccnl each year after reaching 
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the millage cap. The cap should not be less than 
the average statewide school district lax levy. 
Stale foundation aid should be founded on a 
broad-based, stable state supported system which 
Insures basic education standards for all 
students oo matttr where they may ll\lt, These 
clemcnls should be a part of any plan: 

• 70% or the cos! of education should be met by the 
state foundation aid program. 

• There should be no increase In the millage deduct 
until the state reaches a level of funding thal 
equals or exceeds 70% or the statewide average 
cosl of education. The value of all local tax­
abated real property should be included in the 
calculation for slate foundation aid entitlements. 

• All sources of wealth should be included in the 
calculation for state foundation aid entitlements, 

8. The association continues to believe that the 
changing of school district boundaries is a matter for 
local determination. Therefore, any legislation that 
permits a reorganization to be effective without a 
favorable vote of the patrons of the district or 
districts that are affected, will be opposed. 

9. It is recognized that mandated educational require• 
men!!; issuing from the slate arc necessary for the 
comprehensive delivery of educational services. 
However, it ls also believed that the stale should 
fund at 100% any new mandate that it requires, and, 
if no funding is made avalloble, then school di:1tric1s 
should nol he required to comply with the mandate, 
Interim committees of lhc North Dakota Lcgisla1ivc 
Council should conlinue to review current practices 
to dc1crmit1e which educational mandates arc no 
longer currenl or necessary and should be deleted, 

10. While recognizing the importance of the Amcricnns 
with Disabilities Act, handicapped access require• 
ments, fire and life safety codes and other state and 
federal mandates, schools should be given a reason, 
able time to comply with these provisions In areas 
that arc not inordinately haiardous, School districts 
should be able to obtain loan funds from slate 
construction fund and other sources on a long-term, 
low-lntcresl rate basis to meet the~c costs, 

11. NDSOS opposes legislation that establishes charier 
schools or voucher 1-,ystcms or ta,c credits for private 
schools. 
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