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2001 SENATE STANDINCi C'OMMITTliH MINlJTl·:S 

Bl 1.1./R ESOl.lJTION NO. SB 2 -'O'J 

Senate Transportation ( 'ommiltcc 

LI ( 'onfcrcm:c ( 'oinmittcc 

I I curing Date 2-1 ~O I :2-15-0 I 

'fupc N11111bcr. Side A 
2 X 

2-15 X 

Side B 

.x 

r"\h.•ti..•r 11 

I •I ,(1-.,(l, 1) 

,tX.<1-l:nd: <1.(1-l).O 

Minutcs:SU 2309 relates to safely standard1-i for passenger <:01itrm.:1 <.;arriers: a11d to pro\'idc a 

penalty, 

Senator Trenbeath: Let the record sh('W that I am pr,.:~iding while Sen. Stenehjem tcsti lies. 

Senator Bob Stenehjem: ( District 30; Supports) Sec attached testimony. 

John Risch: (United Transportation Union: Lobbyist 15(,; Supports) Sec attuchcd testimony and 

proposed amendment. 

Senator Trenbeath: Why would the stutc of ND want to interfere with UNSF and van drivers? 

John Risch: The problem we see is that there arc no references to insured and underinsured 

insurance. We have discussed contract negotiations and it's never been worked out. 

Senator Trenbeath: l 'm not sure if "exclusions arc broad enough. 

John Risch: If they are not excluded now, they would have to follow regulations of Highway 

Patrol. Our intent is only for contract carriers. 



Pugc 2 
Scnutc Trnnsportntion Commiltcc 
Hill/Resolution Number SU 2309 
II curing Dute 2-1-0 I ;2-15-0 I 

Sena.tor Mutch: Would shortlinc railroads be alfo1.:tcd th1.• sa11w and ur1.• thl.' l.'lllploy1.·1.•..., 1.'0\\.'l\1d 

by work mun 's comp'! 

,lolHI IUsch: Yl.'s lo lirst ljlH:stio11 and No, tlwrc is 110 1.·ovcrngc. 

Mike l\lus~hu:( Brnth,.•rhood of l.rn.:u111otiv1..· l•:ng111c1.m.,: I .obbyisl 207: Suppmts) S1.·1..· iltta~·l11.•d 

testimony. 

l>onJ,tlns E1·lrnrt: ( Brothcrll11od ol' Mai 11te11.1111.·I.! Way I •:1nploy1.·1..·s: Supports) S uppmts hi I I, 

Denn Hkhtt.1r: ( Stull.! Funn Insurance; l.nbbyisl 408; Supports) Supports hill. 

Put \Vurd: ( ND Domestic Insurance Company; Supports) Supports bill. 

Sennt(H' Stenehjem: What exuctly is "right" covl.'rngc, i:an WI.' gl't n brl.!akdow11'! 

Pat Ward: I can get that for you. 

Tom Kelsch: ( (Pacific Railroad: Opposes) States that he opposes bill nnd his i.:111Tc111 covcragl.' is 

$1,5 million per person and incident. 

Hearing closed 

Committee rcopt:ned on 2- 15-0 I. 

Senator Trenbeath moves to Do Not Pass. Seconded by Senator Espcgard. Roll call taken. 4-2-0. 

Senator Trenbeath moves to reconsider. Seconded by Senator O'Connell. A verbal roll call was 

made to reconsider .6-0-0. Senator Trenbeath hands out a proposed amendment. Senator 

Trenbeath moves to ac(:ept proposed amendment. Seconded by Senator Espcgard. Roll call 

taken. 6-0-0. Senator Trenbeath moves to Do Puss as Amended. Seconded by Senator Mutch. 

Roll Cull taken. 6-0-0. Floor Carrier is Senator Stenehjem. 

Committee closed. 



B11I/RosollJlion No: SB 2300 

Amondrnont lo: 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requcu1ted hv Leglslotlve Councll 

01/23/2001 

1A. Stnte fleoal effect: ldontify tho stuto t,si:11/ oflm:t llll(I tlw f!Sc:ol af/m:t on oyl!nc:y ll/JJJro1ui11tw11.i; 
co111pumc/ to lumliny lovols um/ llf)l)fO/Jrintions 1111tic11wtml und,•1 c:11r,011t law. 

· / 1999:2001 Biennium I 2001-2003 Biennium I 2003-2006 Biennium I 
f Gone,111 Fund r Othor Funds )Ge11oral ;:·u,,cl r Other Funds !Ooneral Fund I Otho, Funds I 

RevenueB - f - I f I I I 
I Expunditurei I I r I r l 
I ~-pp;opr_l~~lonti _- I I ! l ! I 
1 B. County, city, emd school district f lscnl of foot: 
s11/Jdivisio11. 

lcl11nt/fy !ho fisc11/ vf/t}(:f 011 tho O/J/lfO/Jllillt• politu:o/ 

I 1999-2001Biennlurll . I 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2006 Biennium· 

Co~,~;l·e-~ Cltloa -r·--·~::;~o~~ r I I School 
Counties Cities Districts 

-, Cities j School -
Counties Districts 

---~~-~~~:.:~-- -~:.· :~: ___ :_-~- -_ -· __ f ::·· __ -·:: - I [ [ ! r 
2. Narrative: ldontily tlw aspocts of tlw 11wus11w which c:i111sc1 liscol impw:t 1111d 111,:/uclu any r:011111wnts 
wlovllnt to your llflnlys,~'>. 

This legislation will not have II fiscal crtb:t 011 thL' stutc or on ugc111:y apprnprintions. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For inlommtion shown under stnto fiscal offoct in IA, µ/ells(•: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue {ltnOUl/ls, Provide data/I, when {lpproprintl', for ec1ch rovmwo typo 

and ft111d ,1/fected and any amounts included in the l'Xecutive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when {lf)propriate, for ouch 
agency, line item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when c1ppropriato, of the offect 
on the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts 1i1clucll•d in the 
executive budget. Indicate tho relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and 
appropriations. 

ame: James M. Hughes -jAgency: Highway Patrol 
hone Number: 328-2455 ate Prepared: 01/25/2001 7 
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,1 I' ..) 

Dute: 1,,, 

Roll Cull Vote II: 
( 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL voT•:s 
RILL/RESOLlJTION NO. <J?-(;4 

Scnutc TrKnsportutJon 

D Subcommittcu on 
or 

0 Conforcm:c Com111ittcc 

l.cgislativu Council Amendment Number 

Motion Made By 

Scnutors Yes 
Scnutor Stcnch.icm, Chairman 
Senator· Trcnbcath2 Vice-Chair X 
Scnntor EsECi&'!!d 'x·' 
Scnutor Mutch 'x,.. -

. 

·--· 

Total (Yes) t.\ 
< 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

Seconded 
By 

No Scnutors 
X Senator Bercier -- Senator O'Connell 

-

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate i ntcnt: 

~ -
~ 

( ·01111111ttcc 

Ye~ No 
..... 

" 
I~ . 
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,,., ,, ( ;\ 
Dat<,: (,,, ' 
Roll Call Vote#: ;:;-

2001 SENATE STAND•NG COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, "} ~))( J-· 1 

~-
Senate Tr1rnsporh&tlon ('01111111111.•e 

0 Subcommittee on _______ ,. 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Senators Yes No Senators \'l1S No 
Senator Stench.km, Chuirmun \I'" Senator DcrcJcr { ,i ~ ~ 
Senator Trcnbcnth, Vice-Chair y Senator O'Connell 5 y 
Senator Espcuard y 

Senator Mutch 'v 
I 

Total (Yes) No --------------
0 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



10413,0102 
Tltle.0200 

Adopted by the Transportation Committee 
February 15, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO, 2309 

Allend■enta to SB 2309 TRANS 2/15/01 
Page 1 , line 11, after -~~• Insert "!llr conlracl carrl11w" and replace • 11. minimum 

c.ombloed elog __ J -1 " with "uninsured .and u-" 
Page 1, llne 12, replace "12u!" with "oot leaa tbtio gne" and replace "b2dlly lnJuc~Jlruliilly_, 

gropertt with "~ benefit of the passengers being transported" 

Page 11 llne 13, remove "damage HabllllY.JlliLllnln§ured .ruid..!ltlW!olY!eQ...rnQlQ!lit @vernge" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 10413,0102 



0 ~ ( < 
Dute: t ,I(.? 
Roll Cull Vote ti: . _ . ..J 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEt: ROLL CALL VOTES 
DILL/HESOLUTION NO, 

Scnuto ...I!:.unsportallon Committee 

D Subco1rnnittcc on ------·-·····-·--·-----· .. · ....... . 
or 

D Confcn .. -ncc Committee 

l.cgislutivc Courn:il Amendment Number 

. \cvJt:sS I' Lt CV ( ... 1 . ,J "T·'1 i (:'{~ . 0 l ; "i /1 . I, 'l,;-;} 

· · ·J Seconded l} Motion Made By 
. __ _,_, 't.1 ) _u, ,..H, lly .. s,r))< \ L.l. L( 1 

.. 
Senators 

Senator Stcnch.lcm, Chairmun 
Senator Trenbeath, Vice-Chair 
Scnutor Esucgard 
Senator Mutch 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

Floor Assignment 

.. 
Yes 

k' 
r 

,\ 
l, 
\ 

/ 

" 

No Senators \'t•s :"lo -- - '-.' Senator Hcrcicr w '\ - \/ SNrntor O'ConncH .c; 
,/ " 

-
"i---.--

. 

No ---------------

0 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: \ 1 \ l' ,- ll , . i \ l._'~o\ '\ \..vY? -4-v ·-IA.,~ 
V \ o-. c..t ,\vvv vv 

\ \"\,.\ " ).. \-' -o-.c-t ,,, 
'{✓ 



-; ., L-\. 
t"'atc: (., 
Roll Call Vole II: /J_..I 

21JO l c.;ENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 

Scnut" 

BILL/HESOLUTION NO, r;-) --J(_) C' \I 
V ) .. I 

Transportation ( 'ommittcc 

D Subcommittee on _______ ---··-··---•···. _____ ... 
or 

0 Conforcncc Committee 

Legislative Council A1rnmd111cnt Number __ .. _ _ 

Action Tu ken .\. ~0~:- I u_'_v": "- ., __ _.t_/ ~) CL- .J ... .J 1 IS. r \ I ' ' { I 'J. {"' C ( 

Motion Mudc Uy ..... l 1/(- I i::.J( 
Scnutors Yes No 8crwtors \' l'~ .~o 

I Sc1111tor Stenehhm1, Chuirmun .<\ Se1111tor Bercier ~ -~~ 
t Senator Trenbeath, Vicc"Chuir X. Scnittor O'Connell s .\ , 

~ 
1 
J 

Senator Espcuard 
Senator Mutch 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

r 

_,,y . 

~) 

--

No 

Floor Assignment .. . " ~. ~Jq 1 .1._JtJ" ....... /_J~---------

1 f the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 16, 2001 12:21 p.m. 

Module No: SR•29·3659 
Carrier: Stenehjem 

Insert LC: 10413,0102 Title: .0200 

AEPOAT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2309: Transportation Committee {Sen. Stenehjem, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2309 was placed on tho Sixth 
order on the calendar. 

Pago 1. lino 11, after "eland.fll.®- 11 Insert "(QL.Q.QO.lffiC.LQfilrJe.rn" and ropluco "n .r,n.inlrrn.,1111 
c.o rnblne.d. e.l nglQ .. llml1 " wl th "u..olnwe.cLan.dJmderLo~ YI~d.mQJQrl§f' 

Page ·1, line 12, replace "!QY1 11 with 110QU~.s.s __ 1b.ar.LQ11Q11 and replace 1'bod_i)y lnj~1ry linbilily, 
m.op_or!)'." with 11 tb.q __ b.enfJJlLQllb.9 .. Ril2fi~1gell,_ .b~lng. tntnsported" 

Page 1, lino 13, romovo "ci.a.rn...ogQJ.iabJJily 1ancJJmlmu.uodJ\nd JIJ1J.Jor.insl.tro.d niolorist covorngo" 

Renurnbor accordingly 

12) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 Sll-29-3659 
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2001 I IOlJSI•: STf.NDINO COMMITTlm MINlJTl~S 

BILL/Rl•:SOLlJTION NO, SB 2J09 

I louse Trnnsporlulion t'o111111ittc1.• 

□ Conlcrcm;c ( 'ommittcc 

I I curing I >utc March 8, 200 I 

. JUJlC Number Sid1..• ;\ 
X I , l)(),1 

('o,nmillcc ('lcl'k Sil;llllllUl'C v~ ........ ic;.e;c;::...,✓'-1 
Minutes: l{cp, Wcis1. - ( 'hoiUl!.llU OJh.'111..•d till..' hearing oil B 2.10l) as l'llgrossl'd: 1\ lill .I. li1r an 

/\ct to u111e11d und recnui:t s~~ction 8-02-08 ol' thl' North l>ukota Century C'Pde, relating to sall·t~· 

stundurds for pussL·11gc1· co11trnct rn1Tkrs: u11d to provide a penally. 

Sen. Stenehjem: I um stut1.• senator lhim Distrkt JO 111.:re in Blsnu11Tk. 1\ copy ol' S1.•11. 

Stenchjem 's written tcslimony is attrn.:hed. 

Rep, Muhoncy: ( 2110) On page 2 lists violations of this bill us infractions. 

Sen. Stcncl\jcm: Thul is correct. 

Rep. Mnhoncy: Thul is in there where there wus nothing before. 

Sen. Stenehjem: Yes 

Rep. Muhoncy: ( 2138 ) Do you think this is strong enough? For enforcement '? 

Sen. Stenehjem: I think the companies basically now -- what we found and what we did in the 

Scnutc when the bill originally came in -- it had $4 million worth of coverage. We were 

concernc<l that maybe that was to much -- so we had someone from the insurance companies do 



Pugc 2 
I louse Trunsporlulion Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nlllnbcr SH 2309 
Heuring Dute March 8, 200 I 

some rcscurch •· cun ,w even get $4 million worlh ol' covcrngc'! •· currently !he us th1.· amcmk·d 

Scnulc bill ~umc over to you•· thul is whul the curnmt vun contrm;tors to !heir knowledge ci11T~' 

$ I 111illio11 of insurnncc -- in ovcrnll coverage-· we ligured if !hut is what !hey ha\'c with the 

nrn,ior co11lrnctors in the state•· I think they have I 00 and some vuns thal you usi..: for this purposl' 

•· ,w lcll thut that \\Us reusonuble •· ,,i..: c1..•rtui11ly though! that $50,000 wus not ncnrl~' c1H1u~l1. 

H,;p, Mohrn11,;y: Whilt I was womkring \\11s the infrm:tion penalty is only up to $500 u is that u 

little wcuk l(>I' e11l(>1'c1.•1111..'nt'! 

Se11. St4..•11eh,ie111: If you 1~1.'l that i,i.; too \\1..'ilk •· I lw,,e IH> probk•m with sln..'11gthe11i11g till' pc1rnll~. 

John Rkh: I rcp1'l'S4..'111 tile l lnill·d ·1 runsportation l l11io11 railroad workers across the slate ol' i'\orlli 

1>11kot11. Mr. l{kh llliltk muiluhk copk·s ul'his \\rilll..'11 tcsti111011y. I\ copy is ullm:hl'd. 

Mih· Muscha: I n.•prCSl'lll thl' BrotlK·rlwod ul' I .ol·onwti,·c l-:i1gi11l·ers i11 North Dakotu. ;\ l..'np~ or 

Mr. Musdrn's co111111c111s un: 11llachl·tl. 

Pal \Vurd: I rcpresl'lll the North l>akutu lnsurnm.\: Cu111pa11k·s and ,w support Sil 2.109. 

Rep. Wcjst'. - C'l111irnrnn ii' tlll'rc me IH> otlwr pl'rsons wishing 10 uppl'ur either for or against 2301> 

we will close 1h1..• lwmi11g to l\.'Cl'ipt or any further testimony. ( 2956) 



2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLU'l ION NO. SB 2309 B 

House Trunsporttttion Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Heuring Date Murch 9, 200 I 

~~::=-~-~~~-~~~~:~ _J ------s;d-~~------'=-- -~M£1~~--~:~ci~~ 

Committee Clerk Signnturc 

Minutcs:Rt;p, W!,(isz • Chuirrn1111 opened the discussion for nction on SB 2309. 

Following discussion, Rep, Kelsch move u 'Do Puss' for SB 2309. 

Rep, Hawken J move a second to that motion, 

On a roll cull vote, motion curried: 13 yens O nnys I absent. 

R5:p. Hnwken was dcsignutcd to curry SB 2309 on the floor. 



2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2309 C 

I-louse Transportation Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March 15, 2001 

·-·---- -·-··~---.- --
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter II ------- ------ . -· 

3 X 83 
----- -➔➔ 

---·-··- ➔ .. --------

... -·- ➔➔ ----? ➔-------·---

. -----

Committee Clerk S ig_t!~turc , 
l~ ~ 4 ________ ·-----

Minutes: Rep, Weisz - Chairman reopened for reconsideration SB 2309 which was brought 

back from the floor for consideration of house amendments. 

Steve Spilde: I um CEO for the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund. I apologize for this late 

interest in this bill; but it will effect a signi ficunt portion of our business, und that is the insurance 

that we provide for our senior citizm1s and handicapped seniors for whom we provide 

transportation. Our undcrinsurcd motorist -- the maximum coverage we provide is $500.000. 

That is really as high us we want to go for that type of coverage •Mas I understand it this bill 

would mandate upwards of or to $3 million. We would have to determine whether we would 
~ 

want or, the premium fr,r that amount of coverage. Our amendments u we recommend to the 

committee is to exclude those types of organizations W• for this type of operations. 

Rep, Kelsch: This language is current statute we enuctcd last session so is it that you ure only 

opposed the new limits mundutcd in this bill? 

Steve Spilde: Yes, that is it-· the mundntcd limits. 



Page 2 
House Transportation Committee 
Bill/Resolution ~umber SB 2309 C 
Heuring Date March IS. 200 I 

Rep. Carlson: ( 346) I have had some calls advising me that it likely you can not even buy this 

kind of coverage, 

Steve Spilde: I can partially answer that MM from our standpoint we would do some real soul 

searching before we would write this k!nd of coverage, if at ull. Kent Olson is here may be he can 

speak for the industry. 

John Rische: I um with the United Transportation Union. This bill on the I-louse side generated 

quite a bit of interest from the railroad industry who contracts with carri1;rs to transport our 

workers. From talking with Tim Buresh. from the Kramer Agency (herein Bismarck) he said 

that the standard coverage is about $1 million and the original bill provision l<.>t' $4 million was 

reduce to the $1 million today. We support the amendments to exclude public transportation. I 

always thought this bill addresses for only 'contract carriers·. 

Ren. Ruby: This is basically only for un<lcrinsurcd coverage. So if there is not another party 

involved that wouldn't have insurance M- this bill wouldn·t help the worker any MM? 

John Rische: Our main concern would be if the van (carrying our people) were to be hit by a 

drunk driver. The our workers would have to go seek damages from others when there arc no 

resources. Van companies will have other insurance cove rages for liability. 

Rep. Kelsch: ( 880) I move the umcndments for SB 2309 be approved. 

Rep. Price: ( 887 ) I second that motion. 

Rep, Kelsch: ( 903 ) First1 I move thut we reconsider the action we took when we sent SB 2309 

to the House. 

Rep, Price: ( 906) I second thnt motion. 

Motion curried on a voice vote: 



Page 3 
House Transportation Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2309 C 
Hearing Date March I 5. 200 I 

Now, Mr. Chairman I move the amendments be approved. 

Rep. Price: ( 921 ) I second that motion. 

Motion carried on a voice vote. 

Rep. Kelsch: I move a 'Do Pass as Amended for SB 2309. 

Rep. Price: I second that motion. 

Motion curried on a roll call vote: 13 yeas 0 nays l absent. 

Rep. Kelsch was designated to carry SB 2309 on the floor. ( 1341 ) 



Date: ,g/9 ) o / 
Roll Call Vote#: 

2001 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ,S,5 :)_ "3<..Vj 

House Transportation __________________ _ Committee 

D Subcommittee on ________________________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 12~Ct4d 
Motion Made By ~ , Kti::uJ..L Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives 
Robin Weisz .. Chairman V 

Chet Pollert - Vice Chairman V 
Al Carlson v 
Mark A. Dosch v 
Kathy Hawken V 
Roxanne Jensen v 
RaeAnn G. Kelsch >F-
Clara Sue Price V 
Dan Ruby v-
Laurel Thoreson .,(t' 

-· 

Total 

Absent 

Y / ? N ( es) ____ 
2

._ ______ o 
i 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Howard Grumbo 
John Mahoney 
Ario E. Schmidt 
Elwood Thorpe 

-

Yes No ·-
✓ -;/ 

-,-----✓ 

V 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 9, 2001 12:14 p.m. 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR-41-5211 
Carrier: Jensen 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

SB 2309, as engrossed: Transportation Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) recommends 
DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2309 
was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR .. 41•5211 



• 

• 

• 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2309 

Page 1, Line 23, after 11 include 11 insert: 

11a person who operates a transportation sy::;tem funded in whole or in part by 
public funds," 

Renumber accordingly . 



Date: 3/1 ~-/ ,r / 
Roll Call Vote#: 

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. s13 -;. ~ a 'j ( G / 

House Transportation Committee 

D Subc~Jmmittee on ______________________ _ 
or 

0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken :D () eL-OS Q, (m1£2~ 

Motion Made By Gp. ~o.R._ Seconded By fJri . ~ 
Representatives Yes No Representatives --· 

Robin Weisz - Chairman v Howard Grumbo 
Chet Pollert w Vice Chainnan ✓ John Mahoney 
Al Carlson v Arlo E. Schmidt . 
Mark A. Dosch V Elwood Thorpe 
Kathy Hawken V 
Roxanne Jensen V 
RaeAnn G. Kelsch v 
Clara Sue Price V 
Dan Ruby v 
Laurel Thoreson ,t 

' 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ l _.?> ____ No _ ___.Q...._ __ 

l 
Floor Assignment 

- If the vote is on an amendment, briefly Indicate intent: 

Yes 
V 

V 

v 
v 

No 



2001 TESTIMONY 

SB 2309 



Testimony of Senator Bob Stenehjem 

Before the Senate Committee on Transportation 

In Support of SB 2309 

February 1, 2001 

For the record, my name is Bob Stenehjem, state senator from District 30, Bismarck, 

and I appear here today as sponsor and strong supporter of SB 2309. 

This legislation essentially puts the finishing touches to a bill passed last session with 

the unanimous approval of the North Dakota Senate. That logislation required safety 

standards for contract passongor vc1ns that transport more than six but fewer than 15 

passengers. 

Following passage of the bill la8t session! the Highway Patrol set safety standards for 

these vehicles which were approved by the Legislative Council's Administrative Rules 

Committee 1 on which I served. 

However, the Highway Patrol felt that they did not have clear direction from the 

legislature as to how much insurance to require van contractors to carry. That's why 

we're here today-to clarify the issue of insurance standards. 

Under present law, van companies are only required to carry $25,000 in uninsured and 

underinsured motorist coverage. Clearly, the existing insurance requirements doesn 1t 

begin to cover the potential for injuries if a contract van carrying 10 passengers 

becomes involved in an accident and several riders are injured or killed. That is why W,.; 

neeid to address this gap in coverage. 

It was also brought to the attention of the Administrative Rules Committee that there 

were no enforcement provisions for these safety standards, so this bHI sets an 

enforcement provision of a misdemeanor for violatlons of the standards. 

SB 2309 Is intended to finish the job we started last session. I urge you to join with me 

in recommending a 1100 PASS" on tt,is bill. Thank you. 



ISCH 
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DAKOTA LEGISLATIVE BOARD 

united . 
transportat 101] 

union 
Testimony of John Risch 

Bcfot·c the Senate Transportation Committee 
In Support of SB 2ao9 

February 1, 2001 

:'iilft) 
l',O .a\•1qi;blH<) i\1•e11ur) 
llls111a1(, r u-, !,!l!,n,1 
Olf1,;r! "/fl 1 ;>;;:J. l)Of, 1 
f d> /01-;>;>:I UUG1 

johnrisch@rnidco, not 

My name is ,John Hisch. I am the North Dakota Legislative Directol' uf' thu United 
'rransportation Union. 'l'he U'l'U is the lai·gest rail labor uni.on in North Anwl'iea. Out· 
membership includes conductors, engineers, switchmen, trainmen and yardnwHtern. 

Lust session HB 1'141 a<ldl'essc<l most of the concerns t·nilroad workers had in l'egnnls to 
tl'aveling in contract vans. It directed the highway patrol to promulgate rules n•ganling 
safety for contract vans that cnrry mol'e than six but less than 15 passtmgers. 

The hitthway patrol did juHt t.hat. And I com rnend them for tlwi1· good work The wol'k 
that is i<?ft to be done is to Het inHu1·u1we provhdons. An area that the lt!-{islature did not 
adequately address in 1999. 

Railroad workers frequently ride in contract vans while on duty nnd need good inHurance 
coverage because we nre not covm·ed undm· any fot·m of workt•rH comperrnnt.ion plan. 
ltrntead, we come under n federal luw ealled the Fedel'al 11:rnployl~r·s Liability Act.. Undt•r 
thnt law a t·nilrond is only t·csponsible f'o1· an on-t.he-job injury wlwn it.H twgligl!l1et! eausiJ8 
the injury. 'l'his is in contrmit to workers compensation, which is no-fault and mo:-;t. un• 
the-job injuries nre covered regardless of who is nt fault. 

When a contrnct van company is transporting on-duty 1·nilroad wol'ket'8 and an necidl!nt 
occurs, the injured employees must bring n claim ngnitwt whatever party i:-; at fault. If 
the vnn driver is at fault, the claim will be ngninHt tho van company and/or tlw t·nilrnnd. 
However, if the cont1·act vnn driver is not nt fault (for example, if the contract van iH hit 
by a drunk driver), tho injured ruilrond workct'(H) w i 11 be forced to look to t lw insu1·1111ec• 
coverage of the cltunk driver, who mny hnvo little or no coverage, 'l'hnt is why it is so 
important that we require contract van companieH to cnny adequate Hmounts ol' 
uninsured and unclerinsurcd insut'lHlco to covm· these types of situations. 

Attached to my testimony is a copy of n pnge from n recent contl'nct that the Bul'lington 
Northern Santa Fe Railway used with a contt•nct vnn compnny. 'rho contract lnngungu 
requires various amounts of insurance, notably, $11 million worth of um bt'ella covu1·agl!, 
Thnt is where the$~ million amount mentioned in SB 2~W9 cnme from. 

Since BNSF is the largest rnih-oad operating in North Dakotn and van eompanilis thnt 
transport BNSF ct·ews nlso transport crews fot· othot· r1dll'onds in tlw HlHlP, Wl' ul'gl' that 
this $4 million stnndnrd be adopted into lnw, which is the essence of SB ~:30H. 



Under cutTcnt 8tatu law, contract van companil1s are only n}quin.icl to carry $~G,000 per 
person and $50,000 pm· occuncmce of unin8ut·ed and underirn;ured motori8t liability 
coverage. rrhese contract vans mny have as many ns ten railroad employee:; riding in 
them, none of whom have any w01·kers compensation coverage. If they become involved in 
a serious accident involving the loss of life m· limbs, there would need to be much more 
insurance coverage than $50,000 to provide for those losses. 

Adopting adequate insurance coverage would be good for railroad wot·ket·H, but mo1·e than 
that, it is good public policy. State policy should act to protect innocent membct'H of the 
public and prevent them from becoming bul'dens on society. 

If contract van companies m·o left to run with insurance limits as low a:-; $50,000 and a 
serious accident dccurs, tho injured pnssengers might very well uec..:otne wanls of tlw 
stute, meaning taxpayers would Im left. to pick up the tab. 

F'or these reasons I respectfully irnk t.hat this c..:ommit.tee recommerHI a "DO PASS,, on SB 
2309. 
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Utr.rnMck, ND !111!,0•l 
othce 101-n:1 oor,1 
lax /01-;>;>3 00<'1 

Al<OTA LEGISLATIVE BOARD johnrisch@midco.net 

UTU suggested amend1nent to SB 2309. 

Replace lines 11 through 13 up to and including the word "coverage." 
with the following language. 

"Insurance safety standards for contract carriers nn1st include 
uninsured and underinsured 1notorist coverage of not less than 
one n1illion dollars per person and four 1nillion dollars per 
occurrence for the benefit of the passengers being transported.

0 

Fifty-seventh ' : 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

SENATE BILL NO. 2309 

Senators Slonehjom. Cook, O'Connell 

Representatives Grumbo, Hawken, Price 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 8-02·08 of the North Dakota Contury Code, 

2 relating to safety standards for passenger contract carriers; and lo provide a penalty, 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBL V OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

4 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 8·02-08 of the 1999 Supplement to tho Nor1h 

5 Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

6 a .. 02w08. Safety standards for passenger contract carriers :.f_enplty. 

7 .L The highway patrol shall establish minimum safety standards for passenger 

8 contract carriers transporting fewer Hrnn fifteen passengers, The safety standards 

9 

12 

13 

4 

must Include provisions for driver qualifications; motor vehicle Inspection, 

maintenance, and repair; hours of sorvico; drug and alcohol testing; and Insurance. 

(,nsurnnce safety standarQ.§..fil!,.J.~l.~1glyg_Q_~_l)1lnlmum combined slo.g)~.Jlm.ll 

coverage of four mllllon dollars P.9.LQ.<;QVI.rence for bodllyJDJyry llablllty1 prom~.cty 

damage liability. and uninsured..M.d_undQ.drlsured motori.a.Lo.ovoragQcoverag~ 
may _be satisfied throuoh A orlmnrv M rm (Wf'(lc•t" ",...11 ... ,, 



r"ROM· : OJTSORCE ADMlNfSTRATORS PHONE NO. 6129441340 Nov. 17 1997 06: 10PM PS 

-

He-ad, tail & brake lights, Hom, Communication cquipmrnt. Air conditiontn.Q', Willdsh.ield wlpen & bll.du. 
BAclc up alatm, £margeticy road ldr.. B.nlt.s, Parkin, bTak~. Spare tire, Tools and jack. Snow cha.ma / 
traction devic~, Eme:ritncy fluhets, Fire Extingui&her, and First Ajd kit 

S.dioa l COMtLIANCE WIIH APPLJCARLII: LAW~ 

TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER agrcet, at Ii. sole coa1 and cxpcru.c, to procure and keep i.n fuU force 
aod effut &J.1 ~¢.S. Uc¢nt.¢ pwes. ~t!.rtnJlon fee.a, authoritioi, pcrmiti, Qr other taxes, fe051 or levies of 
l.OY narute ~quirtcl tor r.be open.doc ot said motor vehicles and to perform the tr11Uportujoa ,a-vice fur 
RAILROAD. In ldd.ldon_ TMNSPORTA TION PltOVIDEJt llf1U1I tD compl)' wlo, aJJ l'cd~ St.)to and 
Local Lawt, rules, and reiuladon~ ot lJ\::,' covetrunen~t authority ha\ting j\lrisd.iaion appUublo u, wd 
transponadon W7Vi~s an.d indM\nify and save RATLR.OAD and OAI h.annle.s.s from all Uablllry, cost a.r:1d 
erxpenso artsJna or rffllltiDi from any Dlluro ofTRANS.PORiATION NlOVH)F.ll to M) comply. ' 

secclou .J INSUllANCE REQUIREMENTS 

tRANSPOR. t A. t'ION PROVIOF..R ahalJ. .s !tS owe ~. ob~ and maintain tt1 £nice during the ~ 
o( du, AUttmat th, folloWil'li: lnsw-ancc: 

Worker's CompcnMtitin Jn~rs:nu: or covttttt ~ nql.l.lr6d un.dtr tht Wotk.tr's Compens.atiM Att ot tht 
1pplicabl.c mic. Tbo policy should inclu.dt 0ttt1pti!onaJ diuu& r.o re.quit~ starutory limiL\ ~plO')'t:1's 
liabilif)' of Otie M1l1ion ~llan ($1,000,000) nq_ ~QIWI.~Ml!S:I CONTAIN A -,ri;ar~ 
WAIVER OF rnE INSURANCE COMfttrtrs S(!»,QCAilON "-IGH'TS ACAINST ~ll.tlOAO. 

C.onin:i~ <kctttl LI~ ln.suranoe •taliut clwn.s wine out of bodily i1ljury, illnLU or from dwh, 
from ~e to or deMidJ6n ot p~ or odt~ iritludlft.S IM$ of uu lhaeof with mini.mw:r1 H1t1(tj fot 
bodUy injwy and property de.auitC ot 11,000,000 ~ ~ ~d SJ,000,00'.0 ln \he -aareitat.c. inch.1d..in,a 
t.OV~ {Ol \W'ltk ~ be peri'Offllod by TRANSl>OkT A TION PROVIDER und(r ~ ~cqncnl which l.t to 
b( trpon R.An,R.OAD', 11U corridor or within SO fttt of RAJLR.OAD ~. 

flu.,in~u., Automobil• lnsw-ao~ J'olicy, in~ludi.111 ownQJ, 00"1-o\fto'llod. •od hlrod vc.h.k.Jc.s with minimum 
linut.s for l><xfily h,Jury 111\J propaty darn.aec oC St,000.000 ¢0rubl.D.ioJ •la&lo 1hu.h, o.n all v~hiclc.t 'Whkb 
Tll.ANSPOR TA TION PROVTI>m~ trr "">' of it$ ll&et1t, 01 omplCl)IDU tn'>1 utie o.t an)' ltmd In Cl01'1 nottfon Wltn 
th6 ~rf'()~anc.t of~lr Mn-I~ for llATT.ROA.t>. 

Con~ Liability Wurtn0¢ Ql)Veting ..U of the: liabili~ ~~ by th~ TIUNSPOJt TA Tl'O'N 
J>Jl.()Vll)~ undtt CM provltl..W of tblt A~t With C<)ven,t M &l lt11.$l SI ,OC-0,000 0¢rt1bln~ lincle 
li.mlt 01 tho tqulva.ldlL 

AJs ~U. U&bility wu,qe,c ~\icy ~ctiAa t1.t 6(tM l'-lbllity wumod b)' the Truti,ortlllon Vrovld.et 
prov,di.o, ~en.IC In CX.oc&S ot ~ of the aibo\le to\lQ"l.llc: In t.Q ~ dOt leit thu\ $4,000,000 
pa oet:WT'l:llU. 

ht tit ~•H,.t)!Ci,P:tJor W~r,tur,!lJ;,o,mAt.nc_ttion,a th• c.tni!\ut.t m1ut •PM:iOttUy tbtt t.bat '~Bu.11.i!i.1._~llN~.nkm 
84Deo,d a,d Dt AT,t.Sf &aUvx •9d Ou~urtt A~g,Jaia,utott lat ... ,. Addttl61ul l111ur~ 

TRANSPORT A TlON PR.OvtOI\~ ~ th-.! 111 ww.n.c.e lt.il be pla«d with WlltUIU e.ompanle. Uc:e/W'!d ~ do 
bu.sb\.u b\ th• S~ In which tht work ia 1.o he pc:rfottncd, lr,d wldl a CU1Tent Bul'1 ll\.l\lr111c.e O\lldt: R.atio1 of A­
M<! Clw vm. or bttw. 

h la UAdUnood and ~ that thue po lie.Jet UC ~rutW')' &hod ~t ce4U1buco,y and ~C:Me' RAILROAD IJ to 
~ oC ~ wntd ~~. ' 

AU 'D.$ura,,~ Ufti!i e.l.A$ ptovi~ d by TR A NS !)OR.TA T10N PRO VIT.> E.Jl m UJ1 be w i J tad.or>' t.o ltA n.JlOAD u to 
In.tu,""" C¥Tiet, OOV'ef'1nll the ri~, ancl mutt ~ a 1;,111~lllti011 o~ pl'\\Yld~ thu aucl:i iiaunn<lC may not be 
ttMtlfld, lfftH'ldM, n, allowed lb tare until \he t".'<piti!\()1\ of lJ lutt lhir1y (JO) days IJ"AII~ ~tun notiu to 
lAJL.R.OAD. 

4 

,,. ' 



BNSF VAN A_CtIDENT 

On January 19, 2000, six (6) BNSF crew members were being transported from 

Fargo, North Dakota to Minneapolis's BNSF Northtown Yards. 

They left North Dakota at approximately 6: 00 a. m. The weather conditions 

were light snow as they were leaving and it continued to snow during the entire trip 

to Minneapolis. 

As the van reached the suburbs of Minneapolis, the driver tuned a corner too 

fast and slid "head on" Into an oncoming semi-truck. Of the six rassengers, three of 

them were seriously Injured. In fact, it is now more than a yeur since the accident 

and two of them have not yet returned to work. f3ecausc of the seriousness of their 

injuries, it appears they will not be able to ever return to their good jobs on the 

railroad and will end up on dlsablllty. 



Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
North Dakota State Legislative Board 

February I , 200 t 

Re: Senate Bill 2309 

MICHAEL R. MUSCHA - CHAIRMAN • DIV. 671-SOO 
IUt l, UOX 57 

fNDf.RI.IN, ND 5£1027 
PHONE: 701-437-33]8 

Mr. Chnirman, Members of the Committee, 

My name is Mike Muschu. On behalf of the Brotherhood of Locornoti vc Engineers 
North Dakota State Legislative Board, l want to thunk you for this opportunity to nppcar 
before this committee. I'm here in support of Senate Bill 2309 and I am asking for your 
help in passing this Bill. 

Mr. Chuirmun, Committee members, two ycurs ugo we begun n huge tusk of' trying to set 
safety standards for passenger contract carriers. Thanks to a lot of hard work by al I and 
an excellent job by the Highway Patrol, we have some of the best safety standard~: for 
these vehicles in the country, I think we foll short of completing the task by not setting 
high enough insurance safety standards. That's why we arc here loday to try and correct 
this muller. 

LcCs just look bnck in time a little. Fifteen to twenty years ngo the railroads did not 
deadhead as many crews by auto. They did send some crews by train and some by 
railroad vehicles. Also, the number of crews dcadhcuding at one time has chungcd. 
While in cnbs of locomotives und company vehicles employees were protected by the 
FELA (Federal Employees Liability Act). Approximately ten years ago railroad 
companies started using contract carriers to transport mil road crews. Sometimes these 
contract carriers are transporting up to 8 crcwmembers. This is when the liability issue 
started. This is when the quality of the van and driver came into play. Our lives and 
livelihood are in the hands of the driver and the quality of insurance the contract carrier 
carries to protect us. The contract carriers have to have coverage to protect us from the 
driver of another vehicle who is uninsured or underinsured. The contract carriers also 
must have enough insurance to cover when multiple crewmembcrs are being transported 
and become injured, 

Remember we would much rather stay on the trains, we do not like going out on the 
highways in these vehicles in all kinds of conditions. But if we have to, Jet's make sure 
we have coverage for ourselves and our family members in case of an accident. 

This is why we are asking you to vote favorably upon SB 2309. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Sincerely, 

tfl1 ~ i,'l_1.t,~4-.. 

Mike Muscha 
Chairman BLE North Dakota State Legis1ative Board 
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0AKOT A LEOISLA TIVE BOAFIO 

Trn;t.inwny of ,J1Jhll HiHl'li 

H(•f'ot'<' t Jw Houi;c• 'l'1·1111HJHH'l.ll tion Comm i tt <'(' 
In Support. of SB ~:mH 

March 8, ~001 

JOIHHisch@midco 1101 

My llllllH' ii-:,Jolin Hisd1. l Hill tlw North Dakota LPgislntivt• l>irc•cl(JI' ol'lli1 1 Unilc•d 
Trn11sp(1J'I al.ion ll11ion. 'l'}w U'l'U j:,.; t IH• largi•sl rnil lnlilll' union in Nori Ii A111P1'il'n. 
Ou1· IIH'llllH'l':-.hip i1wludc•s cornlucto1·s, c•11gi11v(•n;, switch111c•11, trninrnc•11 a11d 
y111·<l111:1Ht.c•J'H, 

I ,m;t sc•ssion II B I 11 ·11 11dd 1·t•sst1d 1110HI of' 1 IH• <'<1JH'c•r11s mil J'()lld worlu•1·s had 
t'< 1g11rdi11g lra,·c•I in c:011tl':1ct vnns whe.•n 011 till• joli. It di1·c•c:l( 1d th<• higliWH.\' 1n1t1·ol to 
J>l'(Jlll u lgn t <' ndc•s l'<•gn rd in!~ :-rn l'(•I y f<JI' c·o11 tract ,·: 111.c; that ca IT.\' 11w1·c• t l1:111 si:,; l>u t 
IPHH than I G pm,Hc•ngt•rH. 

'l'}w highway pn t.rol did ju Ht t.ha t, nnd I com 11w11<I tlwm fol' tlwi 1· good wol'k, Thu 
wol'k lvf't to lw dotw is to :-iet inHlll'llllC<i prnvisionH, an a run that t hP I mm l<igislnt u l'l' 
did not ndtiqunt.l•ly add1·ess. 

Rnih·oad workei·s frequently rido in co11tl'act vnnH whill• on duty and nel1d good 
insurnnco covorago because we are not covered undm· any form of wol'kl1l's 
compernmtion plan. lnstmld, we come ·111de1· n fodoral law callod tho FvdPral 
gmployor's Liability Act.. Under that law a rnilrond is only respo1rnihlc1 for an on­
tho-job inju1·y when it.:-:: nogligoncu cause's the injury. Thi~ iH in contrast to workc•1·s 
compenHation, a no-fault system whore most on-the-job injurieH 11 re eovc.•n1d 
regardll1sH of who is to blame. 

When a contract van company is t1·ansporting on-duty railroad workt1rs and 1111 
accident occurs, an injured worker must bring n c:laim agni nst the party <H' pn l'tic•s 
at fault. If the vnn driver is at fault, the clnim will bu against the van com pan.,· 
and/or tho railroad. 

However, if the contract van driver is not at fault (for example, if the contract van is 
hit by a dn1nk driver), the injured railroad worker(s) will be forced to look to the 
insurance coverage of the drunk driver, who may have little or no coverage. 'rhat is 
why it is so important that we require contract van companies t.o carry adequat.c.1 

amounts of uninsured and underinsured insurance to cover these typ(.l8 of 
situations. 

~··· 



PugP !.>. 

8B !.>.:HlO-'r<!Htimony 
,John HiHch 

;\ttal'IH•d to my trnitimony iH II p11gu copiod from H l'<!<'.<!l1t <·ont1·11ct that tho 
Bul'lington North(!l'n 811nt11 Fe Huilway lHwd with II contr11d van comp11ny, T}w 
cont rnct lunguugo ruquii·cis vnl'iow, nmountH of' inHu1·n11cP, 110( ably, $1 million woi·t h 
of' u111hndln eovm·agu. 

HB ~:um origitrnlly eontuined lnngungo for $11 million of' ini-.uranco covorngo, 
m11 tching tho $4 million umb1·ell11 l'oqu ired by BNS F. Ou 1· m II in conco1·n, howPvot\ iH 
for 11clPqu11to tmin:-nu·od nnd u11dc•1·i11Hurod mot.ol'iHt. <'ovc•raJ.{<'H, 

l t!i-, my und<~t·Htunding that BN8 F contract canic•r:-; cunc•n t ly en l't'Y $1 mill ion l i Ill it:-; 
of unirnmrod und undel'inHttt·ud covoi·ago and tlw eng1·0H1-wd vursion of HB ~:JOU 
cont.ainH that snme $1 million 1·equirenw11t. Though inndPqustlP in tlw cusc• of' 
mult.iplc~ victimH, tho $1 million limit. n•pt'eHPnt s 11 <'<1111promi:-:(• l)(1C1tllHl' higlw1· linlit:-; 
for unin:-rnrud und und< 1ri11Hun•d l'OV<'l'llgP:-; Ill'<· 11xp1•11siv1• and difficult to find. 

U11dt•1· <'llt'l't•nt :-;t,at<i lnw, co11t.r1l<'t v1111 curnp11nit•s 11I'<' only n•qui1·t•d to cn1Ty $~G,OOU 
pol' put'son and $50,000 pur oceunoncu of unirn-;u1·od und undt,rinHut·ucl motm·iHt 
linbility eoverngo, but contract v1111H may h11vP u:-; many HH ten 1·ailt·oad omployoeH 
1·lding in them, nono of whom havu any WOl'kPrH comJwrn-mt.ion eovorago, If thoy 
lweonw involved in n Horious accident. involving tlw loHH of lifo ot· limbs, there would 
1wed to be m ueh mot·e imnn·1rnce cover ago than $f>U,OOO to prov ido for those lossrn-;. 

Adopting adoquuto insurance coverage would be good for North Dakotu's railroad 
workers, but more than that, it iH good publie policy. State policy should net to 
protoct innocent members of the public and prevent ihom from becoming burdens 
on society, 

If contract van companies are left to run with insu1·ance limitH us low ns $50,000 
nnd a serious accident occurs, the injured passengers might very well become wnl'd:-. 
of the state, meaning taxpayers would bo left to pick up tho tab. 

For these reasons I respectfully ask that thiB committee recommend a ''DO PASS" 
on SB 2809. 
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VENDOR ID# --------
THIS AGUIMINT mw In Ed4c Pr&i,ao, Mww-aota tn tW.s _tb <JAy ot _ 1991 botwwi 
OUt.touru Admfnl,tntof• !Ao,1 bcn~ rotan.d co .,. •t¢A1" IAd - .. ·-·-·-----' boroLoa.ncr 
referred to .... TkANSPORTAn0N PROVIDER.", Tbo tft'tcttvc date of t.bi, Ajrocooos wit be 
---' 1~7. 

R&CITAUJ 

A, OAJ 1w bMn .W~&ted b)' Tho A"hisob, Yo~ and Santa Fe Jt&Uway Coinp,iiy Mld Bw-U.a,iou 
Northern llAll,ROAD CoDlpaoy, bo<h I>flawa.ro corpontioru, (hmiD indMdually or '-Olloctlwl)' rc,femtd 
to u 66 lAfl..R.OAD") u TnnsporWion Ad.mlniatntor to h111dl• ,JI TAB employ .. ~tion for 
M.ILROAD. 

WH.lUUtAS. TRANSPORTATION PROVWU CTWll51 Lew.a or opc11ta; 

VENDOR NAME 
ADDJl.ESS 

Crtk',~ATE 
PHONE# 

WHRUAS. TRANSPORTATION PROVI'.DB.R w!ihos to ~orm tn.n&portauoa urviua for 
RAILROAD, 

NOW. 'l'HIR.ltFOR.&. in QOllddontion of tho fore1oln&: Mid lbo f4tms and co0dirioru htn!ln Sft (orth. the 
J)Ml• a,rcc u follow•: 

l. OAl bu bton roque,tcd by MJ.WlOAD co usllt h in Jt.Je(;ting tn.tll~on Sffil.¢0 provid.cn !or use 
by .RAJLtlOAD, 

l. TRANSPOll TA TJON PROvtDiR Ill'* to provide trlnlport&tion sot\' j~• for RAILROAD for 
~mperuatlan as outlined fn E:xlalbtt('t) •lttdatd bertto. 

s.tiora I. Slil!,VICU TO IE PllOVIDI.D BY TRANSPQBIADQN ?RQ._\lll)__D 

TRANSPORTATION P.ROVlOER. at ita 10le colt &l1d r~mibllit)' dw~ tho term ot this agre«11tm, 
sulli 

A. Provide vchJG!as dw a>.oet the 6:IUowing criteria: 

I, All vehlc!ea u.aed IQ pt0vide sa-..-lc:o will bt., maintained in aood rcpaJl, shall be clean and In 
-.re apenting conditioa Ind sba.lt bt ao .men dlu four (4) )'evl aJd. 

2. A rw.ly oplPlioMJ blck up Almn, 
l. A fully m~ ,s,art ttr., 
4. A socwed locado.a tor ~na.l t.~. ~noludlag proper restraint,. 
5, Fully opemiouJ Kat bdt,1 for 111 puMnl«t (driver Included). 
6, CUcrali2.ed locadcm contaiain11H vthicle nwntetaanc. records. 
7, A M1Y tun~ona.l cwo-way radio oa the Rilra&d. ~uency. 
I. A f'u.Uy fuActloul ultular ~ • .._ ~ 
9. Tire, witb ,umc1., 1Nld. 
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J{(lpJace linei,; 11 tht·ough ta up to and including LIHi wol'd '\~ovo1·agu." 
with t.hu following lungungu, 

11 lnsu1·anc( 1 snf'vt.y stanclal'ds f'o1· eontrnct ca1·1·i( 1 t's 111ur-;t. i11clud( 1 

uninsu1·ud and u11chirinsu1·(•d moto1·isl. covt•rngu of' not l(iss than 
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For the record, my name ls Bob Stenehjem, state senator from District 30, 
Bismarck, and I appear here today as sponsor and strong supporter of SB 2309, 

This legislation essentially puts the finishing touches to a bill that passed last 
session with overwhelming approval. That legislatlon required safety standards 
for contract passenger vans that transport more than six but fowor than 15 
passengers. 

Following passage of the bill last session, the Highway Patrol set safety 
standards for these vehicles which were approved by tho Legislative Council's 
Administrative Rules Committee, on which I served. 

However, the Highway Patrol foll that tlioy did not havo cloar direction from tho 
legislature as to how much insura11co to roquiro van contractors to carry. That's 
why we're here today-to clarify tho issue of insurance standmds. 

Under presljnt law, van companies are only required to carry coverage of 
$25,000 per person and $50,000 per occurrence in uninsured and underinsured 
motorist Insurance. Clearly, the existing lnsurance roquiroments don't begin to 
cover the potential for injuries if a contract van carrying 10 passengers becomes 
involved In an accident and several riders are Injured or killed. That is why we 
need to address this gap In coverage, 

It was also brought to the attention of the Administrative Rules Committee that 
there were no enforcement provisions for these safety standards, so this bill sets 
an enforcement provision of a misdemeanor for violations of the standards. 

88 2309 is intended to finish the job we started last sesslon. I urge you to 
recommend a "DO PASS" on this bill. Thank you. 


