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Minutes: 

SENATOR FISCHER: opened the hearing on SC!t 4009, A RESOLUTION RELATING TO 

CONDlTIONS OF TRAVEL AND ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED ON NATIONAL 

GRASSLANDS, 

SENATOR JOEL HEITKAMP, of District 27, cosponsor of the n.:solution 8tatcd that the 

resolution simply stated tells the federal govcmmcnt that we do know how to manage our 

grasslnnds. (Sec attached testimony), Also included in written testimony from BRUCE 

HAKANSON, President of the Sheyenne Valley Grazing Association, (testimony att.idtcd ). 

SENATOR TRAYNOR: Pt·esidcnt Clinton issued an executive order to prohibit use ofnatiotHtl 

grnsslonds, should the resolution be addressed to President Bush to rescind the action. 

SENATOR HEITKAMP: felt the committee could make the cha11gc as to where the resolution 

wns sent. 



Pu~c 2 
Scnutc Nutural Rc1murccs Committee 
Dill/Resolution Number SCR 4009 
Heuring Duh, I ~25-0 I 

REPRESENTATIVE DORVAN SOLBERG, of District 2 cosponsorofSCR 4009 tcstilkd in :1 

brief comment that our stutc ranchers ul'c the best conscrvutionist that we s1.•1.: in the United 

States. 

DALE PATTEN, McKenzie County Commissioner and Codwirman of the I land Coalition 

testified in support of SCR 4009. I le felt it is important to bring bHck 11wnag1:nwnt of our 

grasslands to the state level. 

TERRY TRAYNOR, with the Associution of Counties wanted to be on n.•c:ord in support of' S( 'R 

4009. 

WADE MOSER, representing the North Dakota Stocknwn's Association, support th1.• n:solution 

and arc concerned about the out of state opponents who rally to the federal government. 

BILL BUTCHER, the State Director of the National Federation of lnlkpcndcnl Business (NJ-'IB) 

testified in support of SCR 4009. (Sec attached testimony). 

JOHN FINSTAD, u rancher from Lisbon, ND relayed to the committee his co1H.:erns aboul the 

steady lose of input into the management of the grasslands. He foe ls I here nccds to bc local 

control of the grasslands instead of the federal government. 

KON NESS, representing the North Dakota Petroleum Council testified in support of the SCR 

4009. (Sec attached testimony). 

SENATOR TRAYNOR: asked about a copy of the executive order issued by President Clinton. 

RON NESS: it is not an executive order, but a rule published in the Fcdernl Register. 

There was no neutral testimony given, 

BILL PFEIFER, representing the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society. testified in 

opposition of SCR 4009. (Sec attached testimony). 

SENATOR FISCHER closed the hearing on SCR 4009. 



Pngc 3 
S1,nutc Nuturul Rc1murccs Committee 
Bill/Rc~olution Number SCR 4009 
Hcurlng Dute 1-25-01 

.aBNATOJ{ TQLl,EFSQN mudc u motion for u 11Do Pass" of SCI~ 4009, 

SHNATQR fiYlU~Y second the motion, 

Discussion was held, 

SENAT()B TOLL[WSQN withdrew his motion. 

It wui,; decided to hold over SCR 4009, 

SENATOg FISCHER reopened the discussion of SCR 400'J, 

SENATOR CHRISTMANN mudc u motion to mlopt un amendment proposed and pl'eparcd by 

the Legislative Council. ( 13041.0 l 0] ). 

SENATOg FREBORG second the motion. 

SENATOR FISCl-fl~R called for u roll vote (III) of SCR 4001), The indkatcd () YA YS, O NAYS 

AND 1 ABSENT. 

SENATOR EVERY made a motion to further umcnd SCR 4009 to read "urging the President 

and the Congress" on Linc l and Linc 16, 

SENATOR FREBORG :;ccond the motion, 

SENATOR FISCHER called for a roll vote (#2) of SCR 4009. The vote indicated() YA YS, 0 

NAYS, AND I ABSENT. 

SENATOR KELSH made a motion for a "DO PASS us Amendcdu, 

SENATOR CHRISTMANN second the motion, 

SENATOR FISCHER culled for a roll vote(# 3) of SCR 400(), The vote indicated 6 YA YS, 0 

NA YSt AND 1 ABSENT, 

SENATOR KELSH will carry SCR 4009. 



13041,0103 
Title, 

Prepared by the Leglslative Council staff for 
Senator Christmann 

February 8, 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4009 

Page 1 , after line 1 o, Insert: 
11WHEREAS, some leading environmental and animal rights organizations have 

blatantly misled many American people about the effects of travel and other activities on 
national grasslands; and" 

Renumber accordlngly 

Page No. 1 13041,0103 



Date: ';J. ··) :i-Li 1 
RoJJ Call Vote#: I 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMJTTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, (j 00 9 

Senate NATURAL RESOURCES Committee 

D Subcommlttee on _____________________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Senators Yes 
Sen. Thomas Fischer. Chainnan ✓ 
Sen, Ben ToUefson. Vice Chair. v 
Sen. Randel Christmann V 
Sen. Lavton Freborg v 
Sen. John T. Traynor 4 . 

Seconded 
By 

No Senators 
Sen. Michael A. Every 
Sen. Jerome Kelsh 

0 

Yes No 
v 
v 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) {.p No ---------- -------------

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



13041.0102 
TIUe. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senator Traynor 

January 26. 2001 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4009 

Page 1, line 1, retJlace "Congress to allow the states to govern and determine the" with "the 
Preslder1t to rescind all executive orders Issued during the waning days of the previous 
administration affecting or relating to the national grasslands In North Dakota, and 
urging Congress to enact leglslatlon promoting recreation and natural resource 
development on the national grasslands In North Dakota." 

Page 1 , remove line 2 

Page 1 , line 11 t replace "because of the Importance of these lands to the state and because 
the" with "the use of the national grasslands for recreation and natural resource 
development would enhance the economies or those areas of this state where the 
national grasslands are located;" 

Page 1 , remove lines 12 and 13 

Page 1, line 16, replace "Congress ot the United States to" with "President to rescind all 
executive orders Issued during the waning days of the previous administration affecting 
or relating to the national grasslands In North Dakota. and urging Congress to enact 
legislation promoting recreation and natural resource development on the national 
grasslands In North Dakota" 

Page 1 t remove line 17 

Page 1, line 18, remove "may be conducted on the national grasslands" 

Page 1, line 20, after the first "the" Insert "President, the majority and minority leaders of the 
United States Senate and House of Representatives, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, the" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 13041.0102 



Date: ~ - I::; 
,,,. 

Roll Call Vote#: ;).. 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 1../ 0 0 f 

Senate NATURAL RESOURCES Committee 

0 Subcommhtee on ________________________ _ 

or 
0 Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Senators Yes 
Sen. Thomas Fischer, Chairman v 
Sen, Ben Tollefson. Vice Chair. v 
Sen. Randel Christmann v 
Sen. Layton Frebont v 
Sen, John T. Traynor A 

Seconded 
By 

No Senators 
Sen. Michael A. Every 
Sen. Jerome Kelsh 

\'es No I 
v ', 

V 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) -·· -----l"--'-- No ____ o _____ _ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: '3 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALI. VOTES 
DILL/RESOLUTION NO. '-/ t)O f 

Senate NATURAL RESOURCES Committee 

0 Subcommittee on _____________________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 
) 

Seconded I_ 
_ ....... G_t? ....... )_:, J_, ___ ay _ Cnr, ... <~f/\ 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Sen, Thomas Fischer, Chainnan v Sen. Michael A. Every v 
Sen. Ben Tollefson, Vice Chair, v Sen, Jerome Kelsh V 
Sen, Randel Christmann V 
Sen, Layton Frebon,; ✓ 
Sen. John T. Travnor A 

--· 

--

--

Total (Yes) UJ No D 

Absent I 

Floor Assignment 1(1 t1.h 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 18, 2001 6:01 p.m. 

Module No: SR-29•3793 
Carrier: Kelsh 

Insert LC: 13041,0104 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SCA 4009: Natural Reaourcea Committee (Sen, Fischer, Chairman) rocommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended. recommends DO PASS 
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCA 4009 was placed on tho 
Sixth ordt1r on the calendar. 

Page 1 • llne 1 , after "urging" Insert "the President and" 

Page 1. after line 10, Insert: 

"WHEREAS, some leadlng environmental and animal rights organizations tiave 
blatantly misled many American people about the effects of travel and other activities 
on national grasslands; and" 

Page 1 , line 16, after 0 urges 11 Insert "the President and" 

Page 1, line 20, after the first "the" Insert "President of the United States, the" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-;>9.3·193 
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2001 IIOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4009 

House Naturnl Resources Commith:c 

□ Conference Committee 

II earing Dute Murch 9, 200 I 

______ Tu1Jc_Numbcr .... ____ ... Side A Sidi! B --· Meter II 
2 376~ to .'\978 

/ 
,,,•' / 

Commi_U_~~--(J~rh_!~_i~~~-~1_t~!r~,:. .. :<· ___ ....... · ~--- --_··· .. _ ..... --.-- .. ·-·-·--·--- . __ . 
l(_,/ 

Minutes: 

Qmirnrnn Eurl Rcnncrl~ldt, Vi<;~ Chair Jon o, Nelson, Rep, Brekke, Rep. DcKrcy, Rep. Drovdal, 

Rep, Gnlvin. Rep. Keiser. Rep. Klein, Rep. Noctcstad. Rep. Porter. Rep. Weiler-, Rep. I lanson, 

Rep. Kclsh, R~p. Solberg, Rep, WinrktL. 

Chairman Rcnncrfoldt: I will open the hearing on SCR 4009. Sen. Heitkamp is on his way down. 

Is there anyone else here to speak on this'? 

Jim Arvack - Billings County Commission: I am here in support of SCR 4009. We just want to 

offer our support. 

Chairman R~nnerfeldt: Thank you . 

. Rep. Nottcstad: 1 move a Do Pass on SCR 4009. 

Rep. Solberg: I second. 



Pa!,!c 2 
How;c Nt,turnl Resources Committee 
BIii/Resoiution Number SCR 4009 
Heuring Date Murch 'J, 200 I 

rlmirnum l~UU\tt1~ld\: Any further discussion on SCR 4009. lf not, all 111 lhvor signify by saying 

Aye, Opposed'/ < 'urrl1.•.s. Put thnt on the consent culcndar. 

MOTION FOR A DO PASS 

I AHSENT 

MOTION CAIUUES HY VOICE VOTE 

PLACED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 

CAIUUED H\' HEP, SOLHEHG 



Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: 

200) HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALl.i VOTES 
BILL/HESOLUTION NO. <5C,f?. l/0 0 ~ 

House Natural Resources 

0 Subcommittco on _________ _ 
or 

0 Conference Comi·nittce 

Committee 

Legislative CounclJ Amendment Number __________________ _ 

Action Taken 

Seconded 

By !2.f.42 , ~_.4~ 
Representatives Yes No Rc[!rcsentatlvcs Yes No 

Ear) Rennerfe)dt .. Chairman Lyle Hanson 
Jon 0. Nelson• Vice Chairman Scot Kelsh 
Curtis E, Brekke Lonnie B. Winrich 
Duane DeKrey Dorvan Solberg 
David Drovdal .... 
Pat Galvin 
George Keiser 
Frank Klein -
Danell D. Nottcstad 
Todd Porter 
Dave Weiler -

-

Total (Yes) ----'/----+j ___ No Q 
Absent 

Floor Assignment ~, lt,lc,.,y QQ f z:a:Q. 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDINQ COMMITTEE (410) 
March 9, 2001 1 : 17 p.m. 

Modulo No: HR•41•6247 
Carrier: Bol~rg 

Insert LC: • Title: • 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SCR 4009: Natural Resources Committee (Rep. Rennerfeldt, Chairman) recommends DO 

PASS and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCA 4009 was placed on the Tenth order on the 
calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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2001 TESTIMONY 

SCR 4009 



tor Joel C, Heitkamp 
strict 27 
157 West Ridge Road 
anklnson, NO 58041 

January 25, 2001 

NORTH DAKOTA SEN,\TE 
STATE CAPITOL 

600 EAST BOULEVARD 
BISMARCK, ND 58505-0360 

To: Senate Natural Resource Committee 

Re: Grasslands Resolution 

Assistant Minority Leader 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations 

Mr. Chairman and members of tlw l, 11nmittee. This is a resolution that, simply stat,~d, tells the 
federal government we know how tt, 1nanuge our national grasslands in our state. I know that this 
is a sensitive issue to some, but the r;inchers whom I have in my district arc some of the best 
managers I have ever seen when it comes to protecting their livelihood, the grasslands that their 
cattle feed on, It is not in their best interest to do anything that in any way would harm that 
wonderful resource. 

Fellow Senators, they nrc in an uphill fight. Outside interests arc playing a larger role in regards 
to grassland management. The it' interests arc not al ways in the best interest of the state as a 
whole. North Dnkota cnnnot nfford to keep losing p!.!oplc in our rural communities. The ranchers 
of this stutc nre men nnd women who, every duy. get up to make this state u better pince, 

This resolution simply states thut we cun and will, nrn1wgc those lands at a state level. if given a 
chnncc. And if given that chuncc, we will continue to provide the opportunity ncl.!dcd to make n 
living while ut the sumc time protecting one of our most valuublc nut mu I resources. 

Fellow Scnntors, it is time to send n message to Wushington that we support our rn11<:hcrs. 

I would like to thunk the committee for their time and urgc thcm for u fovornble 
rccommcndntion. 

Joel 11 .. ~itkump 



2001 16:07 7014392670 SVGA 

Sheyenne Valley Grazinj Aasooiation 

McLeod, North Dakota 

The Fitty .. scventh Legislative Assembly ofNortb Dakota 

The, Shc,yenno Valley Grazing ADsociation asks for your support in passing Senate 
Concurrent Re1olutfon #4009. 

PM£ 81 

We agree fuHy that tfol States c;ui do a better job of detenninina the 1,dea1 and 
nciivities that affect this prctious re~ource, our National Grasslands. The Rari,hers of 
Sheyenne VaJJey Grazing Association thDt use d1ese lands have spent their own doUars and 
CiOntributcd many h<>urs of labor to irnprove and preserve the Sheyenne: National 
Grasslands but this faa ~eerm, to go u.nrecognizcd outside of North Dakota. Having more 
JooaJ control ovor tho IA7ti41itic,~ and trivcl shouid only help to enhan(lo and impr\)VO the 
conditions and usage oftho Sheyenne National Grasslands> so it c2t1 be ertjoycd for 
gcncrationa to -,ome. 

Thank you for your ~omideration in trus importanl matter. 

Bruce Hakanlon 
President, Sheyenne Valley Grazing Association 



NFIB. 
The VOice of Small Business 

~TH DAKOTA 

Testimony of Bill Butcher, State Director, National Federation 
I.!. 

of Independent Business (NFIB) in support of SCR 4009 

NFIB represents approximately 3000 small business owners 
throughout North Dakota. 

Positions on issues before the Legislature taken by NFIB are 
determined entirely by member ballots. 

A State Ballot was distributed in December 1999 and sole topic of that 
ballot had to do with n1anagement of federal grasslands. The results were as 
follows: 

t/ 64% of respondents said that none of the federal grasslands 
should be designated as wiJdemess areas, thereby allowing access only by 
foot or horse and disallowing oil and gas production. 29% voted for such 
designation. 

~ 67% believed that cornmercial grazing should not be reduced 
to provide more adequate forage for wildlife in the grasslands. 25% voted 
for such reduction. 

Nith this mandate by members, NFIB/North Dakota urged the U. S. Forest 
iervice not to adopt these measures, but it appears they will be adopted in 
:ertain areas of North Dakota. As a result, we see the passage of SCR 4009 
1s the way in which our members mandate can be advanced most eflectively. 

NPIB/North Dakota strongly urges support of SCR 4009! 

Nt1l11)nnl FodorallDtl of ,, Xloj '()/ 1do11t nusu xms - NOlltH ()N<.OIA 
311 C. 1h11yo1 Avt-Hll/0, Suite' 1H. Bisrno,ck, ND 1iHbOI • l()l ,;!2(1.fl:3;3:~. f;m /Ol •~•;' 1,l- !Of)/. WWW11rill cnrn 



lmportanc• of the arualand• to oll and a• production In North Dakota 

• 27% of the state'• on production and 30% of the state's producing waifs are on the grasslands. 

• Nearly 38% of the dally crude supply to the BP Mandan Refinery comes from the grasslands . 

•• Economic Impact to North Dakota from oil and gas production on the grasslancfg: 
• Total revenues of over $20,000,000 and royalties in excess of $25,000,000 
• Production and extraction ta)( revenue of $15,000,000 
• More than 940 full-time jobs 
• The existence of the BP Mandan Refinery 

What I• the real atory about oll and ga• production on public land• 

• The oll Industry fn ND has e)(pfored and drilled the grasslands for the past 50 years and has 
restored over 500 wells and 480 miles of roads. This represents more than 5,500 ea-es 
returned to vegetation after the oil and gas reserves were depleted. 

• Industry Is wilting to adjust as they have in the past for Bighorn Sheep lambing season or any 
other environmental concerns. Studies reveal that oil and gas development has little, If any, 
Impact on Bighorn Sheep. 

• Every road bunt for oll and gas development must be reclaimed when production Is complete 
unless the Forest Service wants to keep the road for Improved access and services. 

• Impact of Eoreat Service Gra11land1 Management Plan and Roadie•• Initiative,: 

• 

• Currently, 67% of the oil reserves fn the U.S. lie under federal lands. In the past ten years 
access has decreased by 60% and the plans under conalderalion wlU make that much worse. 

• The plan would Increase Roadless areas In the grasslands by 264% and the rand under 
standard lease terms would be decreased by 92%. 

• l'he future of the BP Mandan Refinery Is at risk due to the potential Impact on current and 
future.\ •.. \, ·"I. , .\ . . ,· 1 • \ 

' \ ' \ \ I '\ • I,, ' 

What can we do? 

• Support tt~, development of a National Energy Policy that allows responsible access to public 
lands. 

• Pass a resolution urging the President and Congress to overturn the Roadless Plan and allow 
local management and Input that maintains the multiple u11 concept. 

• 
Help educate the publlo on the Importance of mu1Upl8 use of the grasslands and the ability for 
art u1er1 to co-exist In an environmentally friendly manner on the grasslands . 



"T~ North Dakota Chapter 
.~\. 

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 1442 • BISMARCK, ND 58502 

TESTIMONY OF BILL PFEIFER 
NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE 
ON SCR 4009, JANUARY 25, 2001 

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

I'm Bill Pfeifer speaking on behalf of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife 

Society. The Wildlife Society opposes SCR 4009. 

This resolution urges Congress to allow states to govern and determine the 

conditions under which travel and other activities may be conducted on the national 

grasslands. 

The lands arc federally owned by all United States citizens who, in tum, have 

entrusted the United States Forest Service to manage these lands in a manner which 

assures that all of the public's best interests arc of the highest concern. 

It is tn1c that they arc the largest piece of pub I ic land in a state that has I ittlc ( or 

too few acres) of public land. Because of this they arc the only place where solitude and 

nuturnl undeveloped recreational opportunities arc available. These areas arc unique in 

North Dakota und they should be managed uniquely. 

Certainly, the state of North Dakota should huvc input into the management of the 

nationnl grasslands, but final munagcmcnt decisions conccming these lands must remain 

with the United Stutes Forest Service to assure that all United States citizens huvc input 

into the rnnnagcment of lun<ls they own, In the recent grasslnn<ls plan revision effort. 

the Forest Service showed n willingness to consult with the state und make chungcs in the 

plun to uddress muny of the state's conccms, The success of this consultation was 



announced on December 11, 2000, by then Governor Schafer. So, I need to ask what is it 

that this resolution is trying to do that is not already occurring? 

While it is uncertain what precipitated this resolution, it is likely that recent 

changes in the travel management are the cause. In the recent 11OHV decision" mad~ by 

the Forest Service and BLM, motorized use was restricted to existing roads and trails. 

Exceptions were made in this decision to address the concerns of ranchers and other 

pennit holders. This decision implements the same or less restrictive regulations than 

currently exist on North Dakota state lands and wildlife management areas in North 

Dakota. 

Governing "travel and other activities" on the national grasslands by the state of 

North Dakota, as stated in this resolution, appears to be all inclusive and overly broad. 

This, then, would likely govern not only travel, but all other activities such as oil and gas 

activities, grazing activities, recreation, and all other associated activities. 

Many of these issues have tremendous national interest. While North Dakota 

interests mny favor economic benefits, national interest in preserving wildlife habitats 

and undc·:,!loped areas also needs to be recognized. The laws under which these lands 

an~ managed require the recognition of many of these interests. The US Forest Service 

understands the legal mandates for these lands and has a process to gather and evaluate 

local, statewide, and national perspectives. The state of North Dakota docs not have u 

process to assess national perspectives. 

In the recent Dakota Prairie grasslands plan revision efforts, the Forest Service hus 

solicited comments fom1 all interested parties, revised their plan, and f ormulutcd a 

management pion that is unique in that it provides nonmotorizcd recreation opportunities 

on upproximutcly t 30,000 acres of the 1.25 mill ion acres on the Dakota Prairie 

Grusslunds. This is upproximntely 10 percent of the total arcu, The remainder would 

continue to provide motorized rccrcntionnl opportunities, This docs not seem like an 

unrcnsonubh.~ bulunce to me, 

Therefore The Wildlife Society opposes SCR 4009, 
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.•t, . ,,,, . 
t~:t North l)akota Chapter ,, 
"'~~ A,. 

~~ii THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
I ~- ,, -~ 1 \!.'1rr<,. 

""'' . ~ ~~11. 

~l i ·•., r.' .{'' •~ P.O. BOX 1442 • BISMARCK, ND 58502 

TESTIMONY OF BILL PFEIFER 

\ I 'i'·'"' '/t /1., 
', l',\'. · , •.'1.~ I 

NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER OF THE \\'ILDLIFE SOCIETY 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

ON SCR 4009, MARCH 9, 200 I 

MR. Cl IAIRM/\N AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEI:: 

f 

I'm Bill Pl'eill:r speaking 011 belwlf of the North Dakotu Cl1:1ptcr of The \Vildlili.: Society. 

Tile \Vildlil'e Society opposes SCR 4009. 

This resolution urges Congress to allow states to govern and determine the conditions 

under which travel and other activilks nrnv be eo11ducted on the 11atiu11al ~rnsslands. . .... 

The lands are l'edcrally ow11cJ by ull United States citizens who, in turn, have entrusted 

the UniteJ States Forest Servke lo 11rnIw~c these l.111ds i11 a 111a1111er which assures that all of the ... 

public's best interests arc or the ltighl'st L'onL'em. 

It is ll'lle that these lands arc the largest piece of publk land in a slate that has little (or 

too few acres) ol'publk land. Bec:1usc or this. these puhliL' lands arc the only pli1ce where 

solltude and naturnl u11dc\'clopcd rcL'reational opportunities aI'L' arnilablc. TllL·sc :ircas i1rc 

unique in North Dilkota and they should be 11rn11agcd uniquely. 

Certainly, the stalL' of North Dakol:l should IHl\'L' input i111u th1.• Ina11agctnL'llt ol' tllL' 

national grnsslnnds, but 1"111:11111a1rngL'tnL'lll tkcisions L'OIIL'L'r11i11g thL'SL' litlllls must rc11wi11 \\Hit tile 

United Sllltcs Forest Ser\'IL'C lo assure that all United StalL'S L'ili/L'11s lt:1\L' input i11to 1h1.• 

11u11rngL'llWnt ul' lmtds they ow11. In the recent grnssla11ds pl.111 t'L'\'isio11 L'l'l'urt, tltL· ForL'St S1.•n in· 

showed a willi11g11ess lo co11sulI with the stnlL' :ind make 1:h,111gL'S i11 lhL' pl:111 tu addrL'ss maI1~· of 

the st:ltc's COlll'L'l'llS. The Slll'L'ess or this L'Ol1Sllltatio11 \\'US illHHllll\L'L'd llll DL'L'L'llthL'I' 11. ~()(ll), h~ 

then Ciu\'crnor Sdrnfor. So, I 11ecd lo ask, "\\lllut is it that this rcsul11I1n11 is tryi11g to du that is 

not aln.•:idy OL'L'lllTi11g'.'
11 



• 

• 

• 

• 

Governing "travel and other activitics 11 on the national grasslands by the state of North 

Dakotu, as stated in this resolution, appears to be all inclusive and overly broa<.!. This, then, 

would likely govern not only travel, but all other activities such as oil and gas activities, grazing 

activities. recreation, and all other associated activities. 

There is a false story being generated around these lcgislati\·c halls that the proposed 

Forest Service management plan would prc\'cnt lessees from tending their livesto1.:k. Not true. 

The following is a quote from the management plun. 

"Motorized wheeled cross•country travel for lessees and 1wrmittecs would bt: limited to 

the ad111inistrntio11 of a federal lease or permit. Persons or corporations having such a permit or 

lcw,c could perform administrative !'unctions 011 1Jublic lands within the scope or the permit or 

lease. However, this would not preclude modifying permits ur leases to limit motorized wheeled 

cross-country travel during further sitc-spcci lie analysis to 111ccl n:sourcc 111a1wge111e11t objccti\'cs 

or standards and guide I incs. 

Livestock pcrmittces chcc:king vcgctati\'c co1Hli1iu11s, buildi11g ur maintaining fences, 

<klivering salt and supplements, moving livcstm:k, chccki11g wells or pipelines as part or the 

implementation or a grnzing permit or lease." So, ii' you hear that story .... don 't buy it. 

This decision implcrrn.mls the snmc or less rcstrkti\'c regulation than currently c.xist 011 

North Dakota state lands and wildlife 111a11ngc111c11t areas in North Dakotn. 

Many or these issues have tremendous 11atio11i1I i11tcrcst. \Vllill.: North Dakota interests 

may fovm ecottomk bendits, national interest in prcscr\'i 11g wi Id Ii le habitats um! undeveloped 

areas also needs to he rceognized. The laws under which thcsc l.111<.ls ilrc 11w1wgcd require tile 

rcl'11gnitio11 or 11u111y or th1.:sc interests. The US 1:orcst SL'l'\'IL'L' understands tilt: kgal mandates 

for these lands and has a process to g:ithcr :1t1d c\'aluatc local. statcwidL', :111d 11:1tiD11al 

pcrspcl'livcs. The state uf North Dakota docs not lw, t: a prnL·css to assess 11.1tio11.1I pL'rspccti\'L's. 

In thi: l'CL'Cllt Dakota Prairie grassla11ds pla11 re\'isiun cffurts, thL' Forest SL·r, ll'L' ll:is 

sol kited L'Olllmcnts form all interested parties. rc\'iscd their plan, and l'or111ulalL'd a 111a11:1gctnL'Ol 

plan that is unique i11 that it provides no11111uton1L'd 1"L'L'l'L':lliu11 upportu11itiL'S u11 apprn.\llllillL'ly 

130,000 tlL'l'l~s of the 1.25 million lll'n.•s on the Dakota Prairie Urassli111ds. Thi~ is i1pprm;i111atl'ly 

10 pcrl'cnt ol' the total area. ThL' rcmai11di.:-r would L'n111inuc to pr11, id1.• 1110tori1cd r'L'1.:rc:1tiorial 

opportunities. This doL·s not seem like an llnl'l'ilso1whlc bala111:c . 

Thcrdi.H'L' The \Vildlil'c Srn:icty opposes SCR 4009 and asks n DO NOT P.·\SS. 



• 

• 

• 

There are currently rour n1tion1I Forest Servlc~ rulem1kin1 efforts ongoing. 
-\ --·,..,__,o -ph .. "'"'-"'C\ f'f-~u...,\~ 

I. Proposed planning rule: This effor1 will change the rcgulalions Md processes for n1anaging 

the National fore,e Managcmcne Acl commonly called lhe Grassland Plan. 1bc proposed 

rule ialatc1 that forests under current revision wall not be alfeclcd, Thus, the DPG will finish 

NOP Wider the old rules. 

2. r,oposcd road management rule: Provides direction for managing FS roads and provides 

processes for these tcminating needs for additional roads. 

J, Proposed roadless rufe: This proposed rule would prohibit road construction or rcconshuction 

in roadlcss inventoried areas. It also dirccls lhc local managers during the grnssland plan 

revision proce11 to: idcntiry additional roadlcss areas, determine suitable activities allowed 

within roadfc11 areas and delineate roadcd portions of roadlcss arl.las, 

LI\ And the FS coil recovery proposed rule thr.t would shin administrative costs currently paid through 

the ioncral fund onto industr)' by imposing a duplicate set of foes similar lo what BLM currcnl ly hns 

for each well, mile of road or pipeline. 

There arc two other planning cffo,ts ongoing locally. 

I. Off highway vehicle (OIIV) ms. This p101>0sal will restrict inolori1.cd vehicles to cxisli11g 

road1 and tr1il1. 

2. Northern Oreal Plains: 'I his is• revision of tho D11~0111 r11hio O,aul,nds land u5e pln11 Tho 

preferred alternative, 11110111 other thing1, identifies approid111111cly 15t/, of lhe lnud lo he 

m1n11ed in back counlt)' non-motori1.cd fnshion . 


