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SCR 4020 



2001 SENATE STANDINCi COMMITTEE MINlJTl•:S 

BILI.IRESOLUTION NO, SCR 4020 

Senate Government und Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 15, 200 I 

Meler 1/ 
22,0-55.S 
,. . ~. - . . 

Minutes: Chairman Krebsbach 01 '1cd the bearing on SCR 4020 which is a resolution relating 

to directing the Legislative Council to study state employee compensation levels. Senator· 

DavJd O'Connell, District 6, prime sponsor of the resolution appeared before the committl!e. 

indicated that he brought this resolution at the request ofa number of state cmployc~'S who tell 

that there was a need to study the levels of compensation that an.· being used in the state. The 

Scnutor indicated that in his own research he found that there arc a number of state employees 

who arc on fuel assistance, This surprised him, He indicated one of the ~mployccs he spoke 

with indicated she did inherit a couple of quarters of land, She is making payments on the land, 

she works full time for the state and she still qualifies for fuel assistance, He also indicated tlrnt 

there arc even a number on food stamps which surprised him. He spoke with some of the other 

higher salaried employees and their opinion was that the "gap" is coming together. \Vhy should 

they take a job and supervise people and have more responsibilities. There isn't enough 

difference between the pay gap as a supervisor and what others arc receiving. Basically this is 



Pugc 2 
Scnutv Government und Vctcruns Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SCR 4020 
l lcuring Date February I 5, 200 I 

why the study resolution is here. I le noted lhat there arc quilc a !cw c111ploy1.•1.·s who \\\'I\' hired 

us temporary. They arc still on lhc puyroll und arc receiving 110 hc111:li1s. I k 1hin~s tlwl th1.· stnlc 

needs to tuke a look nl I his. Scnutor C, Nelson inquired i I' the ddinil ion or slat1.• 1.•111ploy~·\.•s 

includes higher cducnlion. Scnulor O'Connell indicated it did. Ken Punl~· with the C1.·n1ral 

Personnel Division nppcurcd before the committee. I le indicated thal tlu~y really do11'1 ha\'c a 

position in support of or opposilion lo the s1udy. Anytime there is an opportunity to L'Olllinuc to 

review nnd work with legislutive committees and helping them understand und continuing to 

develop employee puy. We arc willing 1111d able to help out any way we can. C'urn:nlly ,,·e IWVL' 

u state employee compensation commission. This docs some review of some of th1:se pay issues 

during the interim. Senator Kilzer was on ii iii this interim. 11 has b1:cn in opernlion for aboul .1 

bienniums now. We r1:vicw nrnrket pay issues and we haw a system for cmploycc pay that is 

kind of a blend of market and internal equity. Determining the rclativ1: valu1: of employee jobs. 

comparing the knowledges, skills, complexities, and accountability of various positions. We set 

the relative vuluc nnd grade level based on that evaluation and analysis, We galher mmkct salary 

information and using those relative values apply an overall comparison, wherein we try to place 

our salary ranges with the midpoints of our ranges at about 95 % of average market pny t'or tlwt 

level of work. Comments and observutions were made by Senators C. Nelson and Kilzer. 

There was nothing t\irthcr at this time. Chairman Krebsbach closed the hearing on SCR 4020. 

A motion for a Do Pass was made by Senator Wardner, seconded by Senator Dcn•r, 

Discussion ensued. Senator Wardner commented that he comes from education and he realizes 

that an education is very1 very important. One thing we keep commenting on is that teachers arc 

50th. In his experience in the legislature, our stutc employees work very hard, arc very loyal and 

thnt 's it. He wishes we had enough money to take care of them too. Senator Dr\'cr commented 
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1ha1 he would ugrcc with Scnutor Wurdncr. 011c diffcrcrn:c bctWl'CII 011r i11iti;itin.· towmds 

tcuchcrs sulurics und stutc employees is tlwt lh1.: tcadwrs \\\.' don't ha\'c din .. 'l'I l'Olltrol of tlwl. 

Tlw stutc cmployccs we do. We huvc that di reel rcsponsibil ity. I le thi11ks \VC need to lot>k at ii. 

Scnutor l<Uzcr co1111111:ntcd on lines 14, 15, and I (l, he indicated that he wouldn't want to 

reinvent the wht.!cl. It sounds like some of this i11for111atio11 is bdng used already and is ga1h~·1\·d 

annually. Clrnlrmun l<rchshach indic11tcd that perhaps Mr. J>urdy's oftkc would be pro\'1di11g 

much of the information for such a study and if he has that i11for111atio11 we just s1H..·cd up the 

process. Scnutor l<Uzcr inquired if this would increase his overhead. Mr. Purdy indicakd thnt 

they participate in what is called Central States Co111pcnsatio11 ;\ssociation. We were one of I 0 

original states forming that group. We got tired of answering each others surveys. About 12 

years ugo they formed a very loose association. The first year they had three or four meetings 

working on this. The regional market data which comes as a result of this is readily available 

each year. Chairmun Krcbshuch offered some comments on lines 8 and 9 of' thr bill. She 

indicated that she recalls fighting quite hard in the last session that we maintain certain 

percentages of dollars for the state employees. She indicated she takes a little objection to that 

type of language. Senator C. Nelson inuicatcd deleting the word minimal from line 19 would 

make this a true statement that there appears to be little support for going beyond the increases in 

the governors budget. It doesn't matter to her if that whole phrase is knocked out of there. Going 

back to line 3 and 4, lt 1s true. She thinks it has to be in there that we hire some people at the 

lower level jobs that arc making less than what is considered to be poverty. She thinks it is 

important to find out how many of them arc. Senator Dever commented that he agrees with the 

chairman that there arc some statements here that he is not necessarily willing to concede to. 

Scn»tor \Vardncr indicated that he would withdraw his motion if the committee wished to 
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umu1Ht the resolution. Sc1u,tor KIil.er indicutcd lhut the third whereas co11lt1111s tlm.~c arcm, that 

he prefers not to sec un editorial about. Scnutor C, Nelson made sonw addi1io1ial co11111h.'llh 

about this si:ction, At this time Senator \\'artlncr withdrew his motion llll' u Do Puss and tl11.• 

second wus withdrnwn hy Scnutor J>c,,cr, Scnutor T, Muthcrn 111ath..· :i 1m,tiun to a1m:ml SC'R 

4020 removing language on lines 8, 9, and I 0, Scco1Hh:d by Sl•outor \Vurdnl't'. l{oll Call \'otc 

indicated 6 Yens, 0 Nays, and O Absent or Not Voting, Scnutor \\'urdm•1· lllade a motion for :1 

Do Pass as umcnded. seconded by Scnuto1· Dc,·cr. Roll Call vote imlicat1.•d <, Yeas, 0 Nays und 

0 Absent or Not Voting, Scnntor T, Muthcl'n will curry the resolution. 



Date: d-/ I 5 /oo 
Roll CalJ Vole#: , 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALl.i VOTES 
811,L/RESOLUTION NO. ~( ~ Lf O d 0 

Senate GOVERNMENT AND VETERAN'S AFFAIRS Committee 

D Subcommittee on ,, _______________________ _ 
or D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken _ f¼. Qft' ~ b 

Motion Made By 

Senators 
Senator Karen Krebsbach. Chr, 
Senator Dick Dever, Vice-Chr. 
Senator Ralph Kilzer 
Senator Rich Wardner 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

Floor Assignment 

Yes 
Vi 
v'; 
v I 

t/ 

Seconded 
By 

No Senators 
Senator Carolyn Nelson 
Senator Tim Mathern 

No 0 
Q 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Yes No 
V1 
V 



Date: "'J.J l5 /I ) 
Roll caii Vote#: ~.1 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. s CR~ 0)-0 

Senate GOVERNMENT AND VETERAN 1S AFFAIRS 

D Subcommittee on 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Naber 
Action Taken . Du °'-?"5 

Committee 

Motion Made By W Seconded 
-~----~-----=--~--~-d ....... M_(_ By ~-· _D._ev_et __ 

Senators Yev No Senators Yes- No 
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. V/ Senator Caro)yn Nelson Vi 
Senator Dick Dever, Vice-Chr. V / / Senator Tim Mathern ,/ 
Senator Ralph Kilzer t/ / 
Senator Rich Wardner v 

Total (Yes) ~ No 0 
Absent 

~ell ---- fYl a 1-Aer fl Floor Assignment f . 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 16, 2001 12:01 p.m. 

Module No: SR•29·3652 
Carrier: T. Mathern 

Insert LC: 13079.0101 T~tle: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SCR 4020: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amondod, rocomrnonds 
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCR 4020 was placod 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 11 line 8, remove ", and there appears to" 

Pago 1, remove line 9 

Page 1, line 10, remove "Governor's budgot" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) GOMM Page No. 1 sn ?.B :.lGG?. 
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2001 HOlJSI: STANDING COMMITTEE MINlJTl:S 

Bll.1./IO~SOLUTION NO, SCR 4020 /\ 

I louse Government and Veterans Affoirs Commillee 

U Conforcnc,: < 'ommittec 

II curing Date ~/08/0 I 
... ····- ...... . 

··- .. Tup~_Nun1~1~r Sidt: A .... - ... . - ... --- ·--···· ------ -

X 

. . - . . -- . -·----· -- ..... 

Side B Meter II -~--~---- .. ··· ... ~- ······---·""' --- -

121-252 

('()ll]lllillCC ~• lei~. ~.ig11:1l.:l!'C •c; /~-.~ ·;;;_;;;;;_····~·.··.· ...•... ·•····•:~•····· .. · ....... . 
Minutes: 

REP, M. KLEIN called the hcnring to order, with all members present. 

In fitvor: 

SEN, O'CONNELL. SELF 

O'CONNELL urges the committee a do pass on this bill. States that they need to get a good hand 

on it. O'CONNELL needs to get to another committee to testify. 

No questions were asked of him. 

Being there was no further testimony, the hearing was then closed, Action was not taken at this 

time. 



2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4020 B 

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Confcnmce Committee 

Hearing Date 3/ 15/01 

Ta e Number Side A Side 13 Meter# --------------f--------------- --t 

X 1601-2602 

----------------------t------

Minutes: 

REP, M, KLEJN called the committee to order. All members were present, except 

JlEP. BELLEW and REP, HUNSKOR. The testimony was given at an earlier date, 

ACTION: 

REP, DEVLIN passes out his amendments, REP. KROEBER asks if the sponsors of the bill have 

seen the amendments? .BEP, DEL VIN replies that no they have not. 

REP. GRANDE motions to ucccpt that amendments, seconded by REP, CLARK. A voice vote 

wus taken with the mnjority passing it. REP. BRUSEGAARD motions for a DO PASS AS 

AMENDED, seconded by REP, MEIER. The roll call vote was taken with 12 YES, l NO and 2 

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING. The motion cardes. The CARRIER of the bill is REf, DEVLIN, 

SCR 4020: DO PASS AS AMENDED AND PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR 12-1 

CARRIER: REP, DEVLIN 



13079.0201 
Title.0300 

~fL 
Prepared by the Legislative Council staff tor

3
) 
1 5 / o 1 

Representative Devlin 
March 131 2001 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SCR 4020 HOUSE GVA 3/15/01 
Page 1. line 1. after "compensation" insert "and benefit" 

Page 11 line 3. replacd 11place their families" with "are" 

Page 11 line 41 replace "the poverty level" with 11salaries received by other public employees and 
by employees in the private sector" 

Page 1, line 6, replace "have generally failed to meet or exceed" with "may not have been 
administered so as to provide all employees with salaries that reflect" 

Page 1, line 8, replace "continues the recent trend with respect to" with ''addresses" and after 
"compensation" Insert 11 and benefits" 

Page 1, line 11, after "compensation" insert 11and benefit" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "salaries" Insert "and benefits", after "states" insert "and the 
private sector in North Dakota\ and after the second "salaries" insert "and benefits" 

Page 1, line 14, after "employees" Insert ''i if any," 

Page 11 after line 14. insert: 

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that lhe Legislative Council work with the state 
employee compensation commission In conducting this study; and" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No, 1 13079,0201 



Date: ___,J/4 ____ /5_/2.;:;;...J.CJ / __ _ 

Roll Call Vote #: I -----------

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 0Cfl 1./0~ 

House GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS Committee 

D Subcommittee on -----------·----------
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By ~ ~~condcd r1uL_....:::..;c..c.=:::;__. ____ ~_ 

Representatives Yes No J?cr>rcscn tativcs Yes No 
CHAIRMAN KLEIN REP KROEBER 
VICE CHAIR ORANDE l/ 
REP BELLEW ~ ,_ 
REP BRUSEGAARD / 
REP CLARK / 
REP DEVLIN \.;-,1)/ 
REP HAAS ~ ~ ) - V REP KASPER . . J / ~1:i.lY 
REP KLEMIN (r-\.. w- -.h? 
REP MEIER "'y' V' -
REP WIKENHEISER V 
REP CLEARY / 
REP HUNSKOR / 
REP METCALF _/ 

Total (Yes) No --------- ----------~-
Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on nn amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date: 5'/;5--/0/ -~-....:;____;__ __ _ 
Roll Ca11 Vote#: 

:;___; 
------

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. see to:lQ 

House GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS Committee 

0 Subcommittee on _________________________ _ 

or 
D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken liPf ~ JM .im.mdtd..., C, CriW..JJ.t Co &nd!diJ 
Motion Made By 

~ 
Seconded . 
By I J lh_) ---1-

Representatives Yes No Rcr>rcschtativcs Yes No 
CHAJRJ\ AN KLEIN ✓,,, REP KROEBER V -VICE CHAIR GRANDE V -· REP BELLEW , -
REP BRUSEGAARD ✓, 
REP CLARK ✓ / 
REP DEVLIN ✓ 

REP HAAS v 
REP KASPER v 

✓ ---
REP KLEMJN 
REP MEIER v,,, -

✓~ 
--

REP WIKENHEJSER 
REP CLEARY ✓ 
REP HUNSKOR - ✓ -
REP METCALF 

, 

Total (Yes) /'3 No I 

Absent oU 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on un nmcndmcnt, briefly indicutc intent: 



REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE (41 O) 
March 15, 2001 3:17 p.m. 

Module No: HR-45-5756 
Carrier: Devlin 

Insert LC: 13079.0201 Title: .0300 

REIPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
SCA 4020, as engrossed: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M. Klein, 

Chairman) recommends AMENOMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, 
recommends DO PASS and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (12 YEAS, 
1 NAY, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), Engrossed SCA 4020 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calfmdar. 

Page 11 line 11 after "compensation" insert "and benefit" 

Page 1, llne 3, replace '1place their families" with "are" 

Page 1, line 41 replace "the poverty level" with "salaries received by other public employees 
and by employees in the private sector" 

Page 11 line 6, replace "have generally failed to meet or exceed" with "may not have been 
administered so as to provide all employees with salaries that reflect" 

Page 1, line 8, replace "continues the recent trend with respect to" with "addresses" and after 
"compensation" Insert "and benefits" 

Page 1, line 11, after "compensation" insert "and benefit" 

Page 1, line 13, aft,3r the first "salaries" insert "and benefits", after "statE1s" insert "and the 
private sector In North Dakota", and after the second "salaries" insert 1'and benefits" 

Page 1, line 14. after "employees" insert ", if any," 

Page 1 , after line ·14, Insert: 

"FJE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council work with the state 
employee compensation commission in conducting this study; and" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, SCR 4020 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

.8l Conference Committee 

Hearing Date April 3, 2001 

Minutes: Senator Wardner, Chai ·11 an of the Conference Committee, called the cn111111ittcL' to 

order. The clerk called the roll. All members wen~ present. Chairman \Vardnct· asked the 

house to if one of their members would like to explain the umcndmcnts whi<.:11 tlwy attad1ed to 

SCR 4020. J{cprcscntafivc DcvHn who was the author of the umcndmcnts explained thc111. I k 

indicuted when they looked at the original resolution the house committcc thought there wc1·e 

some things missing that they believed were important. Some of them get questions from 

constituents back home who want to know how state salaries compare to those in the private 

sector. The house felt that if we were going to look at the state compensation. employee 

compensation we ulso need to look at the benefit levels, This would bL' donL' to sec not only how 

they lll'C in out· state but also how they cPmpurc with sun·ounding states, The house also felt that 

since we have the state employee compcnsution commission that involves four legislators nnd 

five other people studying this ull the time there might be some duplication, but, if it was the 

intent of the s1.mntc to do this study the house wanted to expand it to mukc sure tlwt it co\'crcd not 



Page 2 
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SCR 4020-Confcrcncc Committee 
Hearing Date April 3, 200 I 

only salary and benefits but also comparative salaries with not only the public sector but the 

private sector. So that was the house's intent. Senator T. Mathern indicated that he thought 

that the house has put some useful amendments on this bill. He thinks that one of the cmH.:crns 

of the senate was that we not get into too many issues and kind of look at the salary thing and to 

try to focus on that. He docsn 't think it was tile senate's intent to say that those other things 

wcrcn 't important. He foci s that if the house wants to look at that these arc appropriate 

amendments and he has no problem with the intent. Sc,rnCor \Vardncr indicated that he foll the 

senate doesn't disagree with unything here. The house just got a little more specific. Scnncoi· T, 

Mathern moved that the Senate accede to the I louse Amendments, se<.:omkd by Scnutor Dcn-1·. 

There was no further discussion. Roll Call Vote indi<.:atcd 6 Yeas, 0 Nays, 0 Absent or Not 

Voting. The conference committee was adjourned. 



Date: 4/oJ/D l 
Roll Call Vote#: I 

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BJLL/RESOLUTJON NO. SB 4020 

Senate GOVERNMENT AND VETERAN'S AFFAJRS 

D Subcommittee on __ _ 
or 

[8] Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Motion Made By 

Senators Vcs No RcJJrcsenf aeivcs 
SENATOR WARDNER v REP. DEVLIN 
SENATOR DEVER i/ REP. BRUSEGAARD 
SENATOR T. MATHERN ✓ REP. HUNSKOR 

-

---

Committee 

V(•S No 
✓ 
v 
v 

Total (Yes) _h_ No _____ ()_ _____________________________ . 

Absent ___________ Q ___ ~-
Floor Assignment 

J f the vote is on un umcndmcnt, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) 
April 3, 2001 3:37 p.m. 

Module No: SR-58-7642 

Insert LC:. 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
SCR 4020, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Wardner! Dever! T. Mathern 

and Reps. Devlin1 Brusegaard1 Hunskor) recommends that the SENATE ACCEDE to 
the House amendments on SJ pages 872--873 and place SCA 4020 on the Seventh 
order. 

Engrossed SCA 4020 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 

Page No, 1 


