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Minutes: 

Senator Urlacher: Opened the hearing 011 SCR 40211 directing LC to study individual i11cD1111.: 

tax laws with the objective of determining appropriate mcusurcs to enhance the attrat:ti\·enL·ss ol' 

living in ND for young working people. 

Senator Michael Polovitz: Co~sponsorcd the bill, testified in support. I'm asking that we look al 

the possibility of something coming from the study. We need to do anything we pnssihly can to 

keep the ym111g people in the stutc. 

Scnnto1· Lil'lachcr: Closed the hc1:!'i11g. Action delayed. 

Discussion held 2/7/0 l Meter numbc1· 32.5~J4.CL 

COMMITTEE ACTION: 2/7/0 I 

Motion mudc by Senator Krocplin for a DO PASS, Seconded by Scnqtor Stcncllkm. 

Vote wus 5 yeas, l nay, 0 absent or not voting. Bill carrk1· was Scnator}i1cnd,jc111. 
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REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
SCR 4021: Finance and Taxation Committee (Sen. Urlacher, Chairman) recommends DO 

PASS (5 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SCA 4021 was placed on 
the Eleventh order on the calendar, 
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Minutes: 

REP. AL CARLSON, CHAIRMAN Opetwd the hearing. 

SEN. MIKE J>OLOVITZ, DIST. 42, lntrnduccd the resolution. The renson I am here bcl'ore 

you is to try to impress upon the stntc, I think, the importance ol' retention of our young people 

and the people we have here, Submitted a newspaper article whkh appeared in the Orand Forks 

l krald, written by Jason lkrnhardt, u student at the Univtrsity of North Dakota, und is also the 

student representative of the State Board of Higlwr Educution. In reading that, this is what Wt' 

should be looking ut. The n~solution studies the affects of not only young people. but. those 

under thil'ty who nrc here, J um interested in keeping what we hnvc, I le felt the fiscal note wus 

on the high side. They uctuully don't know whut uf'foct it will huvc, It i!' busicnlly bused on dntc 

of hirth. I talked to the tux commissioner und sec if we couldn't have thut dntc of' hirth on the tnx 

stutcmcnts. It would give you n wculth ofinformution us to where the money comes from nnd 

how you might even, in the future, d~velop some tux. reform, The method they Wied. wus not too 
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scientific. He stated there were thirty six hundred less students in our schools this year. The 

projections for the next four to five years is losing over sixteen thousand students~ which will 

have a tremendous impact on our state. I le related hack to the newspaper article that he 

submitted stating we could learn from what the young people arc thinking regarding our state. 

He folt in the study, wages, tax credits, etc., could be discussed. 

RE.P. IIERBE.L With all your ycars of' wisdom, and considering the way of n.:taining young 

people, in your opinion, would you feel the tax rate or u lack of higher payi 11g jobs, is the cause 

of young people leaving? 

SEN, J>OLOVITZ It is hmd for me lo say whlch is more important, higher paying jobs. I would 

say yes, but in other cases, I think the way ol'lilc we have in thi.~ statc, can play into it. I don't 

think there is one an8w1.:1·, Th1:1·c is a combination of' a lot of things. I was tickh.:d piflk when I 

rcud thut letter to the editor, by a studL•nt. who has a lot of wisdom and rl'cognition of' how thl' 

business community cun relate to the students bct'ot'l.1 they even graduate. It does give both sides. 

I have no problem with better paying jobs. Rclated to whcn he wa8 th!.! mayor. and how he 

focused on new businesses nnd employees. etc. 

With no further testimony, the hearing was closed. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 3-19-01, TAPE #2, Sll>E A, METER #(,4 

HEP. WINIUCH Mudc u motion for u DO PASS 

REP, KELSI-I Second the motion. MOTION FAILED 

Committee members felt thut income tux is not the problem in keeping our young people staying 

in the state of North Dnkotu, This resolution would be sending the wrong message, 

REP. Dlli!Yl!AL Mode u motion for u DO NOT PASS 
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REP. LLOYD Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED 

10 YES 4 NO I AHSENT 

REP. CARLSON will take the Ooor assignment. 
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SCA 4021: Finance and Taxation Committee (Rep. Carlson, Chairman) recommends DO 
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VIEWPOINT ... 

Tear down 
walls to keep 
our youth 
By Jason Bemhardt 

GRAND J:i''ORKS-North Dakotans 
talk a lot about tho ncod to keep 
young people hon,. However, as n 
mornbor of this "cherished" 
gcmcrution, I want to know: Where Is 
the action behind those Impassioned 
pleas'! 

Adults rogulurly declare that, "We 
uro tho future," But they servo this 
mossa~e on the sumc old platter: 
11Thls 1s what you gct, 11 It's a vision of 
tho future that doesn't mntch our 
dreams and desires. So, many of us 
leave. And we don't have to look hard 
to flnd brighter opportunities and 
more lntcrostlng lifestyles clsowhcrc. 

So, what docs lt take to keep young 
people here? Involving us would be a 
big flrst step, Ask U!l why wu arc lonv-
1 ng und what spcclflcally cnn bo done 
to koep us here, We hour business 
und community loaders complaining 
nbout tho luck of young workct!l, hut I 
don't know unyono who hmi been 
nskcd whnt will entice thorn to stay In 
North Dnkota, 

Fortunutoly, thorc Is a movcm()nt 
afoot to chango thut. Lust month, 
members of tho North Dnkota Stu­
dent A.i;soclutlon talked to tho bus I• 
11088 lenders who nro coordlnnting 
tho stntowldo Now Economy lnltla­
tivo. Wo shnrod our ldous nbout rc­
crultlnl,t roung pooplo and Improving 
tho stuto s economy, 

'J'hu good nows Is thut tho chnl­
longos uro sunnountablc, 1 bollcvo 
North Dukotu could hnvo grout suc­
cusa ntlrncUng and kovping young 

l>eoplo with Jt1st n fow, mcnnlnuful 
nltlntlvcs. 

l•'or stnrtcrs, businesses Hhould 
work hnrdor to l,{rnh studont.'l hcforo 
wo lcavu, 'l'ho univurslty systom Is a 
g1'<.H1l rnsourco for NMt.h l>akotn. 
1111-(hor oducntlon goncm1tos tulm1t. 
Bwdness11s should ho worklnl-( more 
cloimly with collo~<.is nntl 1111lvorsltlos 
to ree1111t studc.mt..'l holhro wo move 
out of stnto, 

lt1tcrnshlps, co-op1:11 Hpoclnl trnlnln~ 
HumlnurH. monnlngl\11 summer Jobs 
nntl hollduy pr0Mri1ms could Involve 
us In your bu11l110Rs nnd Klvo you nrst 
dibs on rocrultlng us when wo ~rudu• 
nto. 'l'ho options nrc endless - bn11l-
110Nscs just ncod to bo moro J>rouctlvo 
In Involving young workers hororo 
somoono c o s 

8(icond, students havo a strong per­
ception thut sularies in North Dukou1 
arc much lower than national or rc­
gionul averuµcs. At some point, com­
panies must decide what is more im­
portnnt: paying tlw wages needed to 
keep good, young talent or continuing 
to struggle with 1m inadequate work 
force. 

At the samo time, money is not ev­
erything. Benefits such as stock op­
tions, equity in a company, truining or 
education can be just as important us 
money, 

Loosen up the dress codes. Try 
some unusual perks, Businesses 
should ho creative with their incen­
tive packages - wm U10m to demon­
strate your commitment to recruiting 
young people, 

A f\m work environment that rc­
wurds innovation ah;o is importunt to 
young people, Involve us in leader­
ship positions, and lot us try to mukc 
a dilforonco in your company. Stu­
dents want opportunities for advance­
ment. 

And in today'H tight lnhor market, 
we have the luxury of J.(oing where we 
feel tho most vulued. 

Vinally, North Dnkota must get se­
rious about stimuluting diversity, The 
qualltr of' lif'o hore is high. Our com­
munit1os are sufe. 'l'r:imc is light. All 
these are vulu11blc asset.r.:, hut they 
are not top priorities for new college 
grnds who feel invincible. 

The l'OUlity is North Dnkotn is 
rather dull lbr young, single l>oople 
who don't have kids, nncl much of that 
is cuusod by a luck of culturnl diver• 
sity, 

Youn~ people arc open-mindccl. 
We wunt to learn and cx\1loro new 
things, Tho fbodsl customs, anl-{uugcs, 
ucc<mt.i; und f'ush om; of dimircnt cul­
tureii crcalo n dynumic nnd energy 
thut is soroly mls.i;lng here. '1110 luck 
of diversity makes North Dakota gt'-­
neric compm·ed to other regions, 

1 But we cnn ch1111gu that. North Du• 
kotn should lnuncih II delihcrulo, 
highly vlslhlo c1rn11,aig11 to entice lm­
mlgrnnts to our state. Offer lnctmtlV<!S 
to 1-(ut them hure, umt help thom sue­
ecod when they urrlvc, Let's rnnko 
North Dukotn tho most welcoming 
st11te in tho 11ntlon and declare this to 
tho world, 

North Dnkotuns hnvo created walls 
around lhlll stuto -~ wnlls built 011 
outclutod traditions, low cxpuctutlon,111 

rcslstunco lo chnr1,Jc, stubbornness. 
These wntls urc driving young peoplu 
uwny nnd dlscournulng now J>coplo 
f)·om entering. 

If lonclorll 11ro .1mrlous about pre­
sm-vlng nnd rcvltnllzlng North Dn• 
kola, tonr clown thcso wnlls, 1-(C!t croa­
tlvo nnct uggrc!-!slvo nnd muko ovory 
uttcmpt to wclcotno now lduns nnd 
now 1rnoplo. '£'hen, you will crouto tho 
11tmosphc1·0 nnd opr,ortunltleH 
neodod to convince n lot moro young 
peoplo to mukc North Dc,kotn their 
homo, 

nut don't just take my word ror It, 
usk Ro1110 students yoursolr. 

1Jv111hnrclt I.ii a 1~iylor, N.D., 11atlvv. 
llo Is 11 ,i;vnlor 11t lf ND mn}orJug /11 
pro./11w and po/ltfoaJ sl'imwv, Ile 11/so 
svn1os 11.s tho student roprosont11tivo 
011 tho North D11kot11 St11to Hotml of 
1/lylwr JiJcl11c11tlon, 


