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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMl'ITEB MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, HB 1037 
House Hwnan Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 14, 2003 

Ta Number Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 26.6- 57,9 
l X 0.0-34,8 
2 X 30.2 - 57,S 
2 0.0- 7.4 

Jennifer Clark of Legislative Conncil appeared neu and to hand out a copy of an appeal. She 

1
~ also went through what was house keeping changes and additions or changes ill the bill. 

I 
I 

L 

::>elores Friedt. Coordinator of Services to Birth and Adoptive Families for ND Dept. of Human 

Services appeared for Julie Hoffinan, Administrator of Adoption Services in support with written 

testimony. 

The committee asked for an explanation of Section 13 in regard to a relative. 

Answer: Depends on how closely related and waived by the r.ourt if child lived within home for 

9 months. \Vould need to petition the court, etc., otherwise, need to go through adoption agency, 

Further discussion on Identified Adoption Law, Expense of Adoption Service, ifthere was 

uniformity, why the Dept. is getting into price fixing for adoption services and the word 

excessive not being defined anywhere. Concerns if the records were anywhere protected in 

closed records or are they open to the public. 
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Page2 
House Human Services Committee 
BitVResolution Number HB l 03 7 
Hearing Date January 14, 2003 

Leanne Johnson of Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota and serves as the A.A.S.K. 

Adoption Director appeared in support with written testimony, 

The committee hi4J questions on accreditation, facilitator agencies, the difference of facilitator or 

agencies and services provided by each. If a birth parent gets reimbursed for being on the list or 

if anyone uses a facilitator agency, does this in any way preclude them from utilizing some of the 

services of the adoption agency, and how long before a new agency becomes credible or in good 

standing. Foreign Born Adoptions and Special Needs Children. 

The committee asked that Krista Andrews come back and possibly Linda Hoffinan, when 

available to get the acc\U'ate answers and right information, 

No opposition appeered. 

Julie Hofftna11t Adm. of Adoption Services for the Dept. appeared to explain and answer 

questions from the committee. 

Discussion on term of license from 1 yr to 2 yrs and why, modified Ii censure and going with 4 

yrs. The language is a problem with the Dept. saying what is and what isn't excessive and not 

sayin1 or telling us what that would be based on in the process. Price fixing, financial records 

and nothing in the bill that keeps it from being an public record. 

Adoption Agencies charge a typical fee for an infant adopti<'"l in North Dakota ranges from 8 to 

$11,000.00 for all the services. The Dept. does not regulate those fees now. 

Committee had concerns with t'eing able to see a list of those services, if they were overcharging 

and if charging at cost, then why would we need to regulate it? If the dept. is receiving calls now 

about overcharging, how would this legislation stow down those calls or how would this stop 

operitorlSgMtUtt" <" 
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House Human Services Committee ' 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1037 l 

,/'\ I 

~ 
Hearing Date January 14, 2003 I 

l 
oom~ne from 2oing to another state to adopt? '.vhat other states have put this type in language in I 

I 
I 
I 

their adoptive laws? (r,attemed after MN statute) i 
i 

Judy Hoffmann believes the intent of this bill is that anyane of these things, if you advertise in a 

public median, that you knew of a child that was available for adoption and were not licensed in 

this state, that you would be guilty of this infraction or if you advertised in a public median that 

you were willing to accept a child for the placement for adoption an<l were not licensed in this 

state, you would be violating this section and likewise for the 3rd. 

Krista Andrews appeared and offered to look at rewording for clurlflcation and possibly offer an 

amendment, Possibly breaking down to three separate sections. 

Rep. Price had concerns with Section 6 on placement contact, in adding an adoptive home, there 

0 fo no time limit. Julie stated that contact ends when adoption is final. 

LeAnne Johnson from Adoption Option & Linda Jaeger of Catholic Family Services offered 

themselves available to the committee if needed as Rep. Devlin questioned the costs and fees. 
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2003 HOUSB STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. HB 1037 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 27, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 10.S - 38.3 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: Committee Work 

Rep. Porter has trouble with the facilitate part in what the Dept. is trying to do regarding D (3) in 

reforence to knowing of someone who has a baby to put up for adoption and I tell someone else, 

then is ha guilty of a Class B felony? 

Answer: If you advertise. They need to advertise in order to be guilty. 

Re,p. Porter noted that this is almost unenforce.able, it would just stop from advertising in the 

yellow pages, but would be able to advertise on the Internet, etc. I would rather see them try to 

accommodate to fit that need in the adoption than try to force them to be out with something 

that's basically unenforceable. 

Concerns of the committee i11 rharging excessive fees and that the committee could probably 

change D to say if charging a fee. Also doubts of the State going after anyone from the 

facilitators point. Possible amending of Section 1, adding in the definition, facilitator and what 

··· ··· · dt deli ered to ~odtrn lnfol'll'lltton sy1ten11 for Mf crofllMfl'IO and 
The Mlcroarephtc hMgH on thh ft l111 ere accurate reproductf ona of rotor uv titandardt of the AMerlcan National Standlrdl l"'tftutt 
Wirt fl llltd fn the rett.1lar courH of butf ntH,h 'ft•ltrt°""!ft~::°f:•~:lealble than th11 Notint, tt It due to the queltty of the 
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Page2 
House Human Services Committee 
BiU/Resolution Number HD 1037 
Hearing Date January 27, 2003 

it is; Section 2, If they want to do business in ND, then they should be licensed. Sedion 9 and 

excessive fees, lines 9 & 1 O. 

RCJ>, Porter stated that now there is 4 licensed agencies that provide these services, they are all 

nonprofit agencies and they all llll.SWer to a board of directors. Doesn't feel they need to answer 

to the Dept, of Hwnan Services at the same time. The Dept. should be able to say "here's the 

four agencies licensed within the State, here's their phone numbers and call them directly to find 

out what they are charging". Its not the job of the Dept, to be in the fee business. 

Re,p. Kreidt stated that the State has no business in regulating fees and motioned to take out all 

the new language, second by Rep. Porter. 

Discussion. 

Vote: 11- 2 - 0 (Sandvig & Devlin opposed) 

Rep. Porter, Weisz and Niemeier to work on language. 

Tht 111fcr-o0r1pftfc f•o•• Ort tltf1 fH111 are 8ceur1te reproducttont of records delivered to Modern lnforl!'lflltfon Syateme for 11fcroftl111tno Ind 
wtre fflMd fn tht rtllll•r courH of but!ne11. The photoc,raf)t,1c pr~eH Mttt1 1tancMirdl of the Afflerlcan National ltandlrde Snet1tutt 
(AMSJ) for •rchfv•l 11tfcrofllM. NOYICEI lf th• flllJlld t•o• attove ,. l11a lt0fble than thf• Notice, ft fa due to the quality of the 
dotlalltnt betn, ff lined, . l-'1~ /) ~ 1 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTSE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, HB 1037 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 28, 2003 

Ta Num~ Side A SideB 
2 X 

3 X 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: Committee Worlc 

Meter# 
57.S .. 61.S 

~---...J 

0.0 .. 4.8 

t:=) _Rc;p. Plll:l!a: gave some background on what other states were doing. 

Rep. Weisz: Court stating they couldn't limit the fees. Doesn't like Section 9 regarding fees, 

Also suggested having them register, so if a complaint we could find them. 

Th• •fcrooraphtc h111i,tt on thf • f llm ere accurate reproduction• of r~ords dtltverlikt to Modern lnfol'ffllltton svat• for 111lcroftlmtno Ind 
were flllltd fn tht rt0Ul1r courae of buafnet1. T~• photogrtpt,tc proc••• nieeta atandardl of the An1trtc1n Netfonal Sttndlrdil lnetttutt 
(ANII) for 1rchtv1l fflf~rofflffl, NOTICE, If tho fflNd ,.,. lb,ove ,. lttl leotblt than tht1 Notice, It,. due to tht qu1lttv of tht 

-•bot,-ftlNCI, ~ cf3 ~ 1 /. · ~ 1C ~ II) ~/a$. 
~mfr>vnature • r~ < Date 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITIEE MINUTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. HB 103 7 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Conunittofl 

Hearing Date January 29, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB Meter# 
2 X 22.S - 59. 

Committee Clerk Si · ature 

Minutes: Committee work. 

Re,p. Weisz handed out 4 sets of amendments 

Re.a,, Porter moved the amendment .0202 which removes all new language, second by Rep. 

Weisz. 

Rep, Porter feels it is not the Dept. 's job justifying or changing fees. 

Re,p. Niemeier stated she favors ,0203 amendment and feels there is a need to haven oversight 

on fees beings they are in licensing. 

ReJ), Price stated that if a for-profit comes in, they can charge whatever they want. 

Re,p. Weisz noted that currently, the Dept. can call each business and see what they charge. 

Re_p. Devlin has a problem with excessive fees and over charging, 

Roll call vote on amendment 

· ···· · ·-··· ··-------· dtl 1 · ed t -~rn tnfor1111tfon Sytternt for 11fcroft lmtno end 
Tht Mfcrographtc fllllld on thl• film ere eceurete reproducttOl'la of reeords taV:~encta~ of th• AMerfcan National Standardl ll•tftut• 
were fHMed tn tht reouler count of butfneH, Tht !'Jt,ooraphz:ar:•~:leolble then thf'.1 tilltfct, ft h due to the qualitY of tht 
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Page2 
House Human Services Committee 
BUI/Resolution Number HB 1037 
Hearing Date January 29, 2003 

Rl!I!. Wei& moved tho 81nendment ,0204 which basically eliminate ai,y language concemlng 

facilitator, add the definition of what they are based on what they provide, requlros a registration 

and provide a penalty, second by Rep. Porter, 

Roll call vote on amendment 13 .. o .. 0 

Rep. Porter made a tn'>tion for DO PASS as Amended. second by Rep. Kreidt 

VOTE; 11 - 2 .. 0 Rep, Weisz to oarrythe bill. 
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8111/Resolutlon No.: HB 1037 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legl•tatlve Council 

12/13/2002 

1A. State flscal effect: Identify the Qlate fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compsffld to 
fundl le I rl Ion l l 'ed rna ve s and aDDrOD1 at s ,m~crost under current law. 

2001-2003 Biennium 2003•2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General other Fund• General OtherFunds GeMral other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Rev.nues $( $C $(l $( $( $0 . 
Expendlturn SC $G $( SC $( $0 
A .. .,._. :..:Iona $(l $0 $( $C $0 $0 ·-

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
School School School 

Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Dlatrk:ta 

2, Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
yaur analysis . 

..... , 
(·~ _) 3. State flacal eff9ct detail: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1 A, pit-Jase: 
~ A. Revenues: Exp/air, the revenue amounts, Provide detall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for eaoh agency, line 
Item, and fund affected end the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Approprfatlono: E>tplaln the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. 

Name: Brenda M. Weisz 
328-2397 -

Agency: Department of Human Services 
PhoM Number: Date Prepared: 12/18/2002 

' ">>» 

The Mforo0raphfo fMOff on thl• ffl111 ire accurate reproductton1 of recordt dtltv.rtd to Modern JnforNtfon SVIUMI for 11fcroffh1fno and 
IMN ffllltd fn th• rttUl•r COUl"lt of butlntta. Yht ~Ototraphto proettt IIIHU ltendtrdl of tht AMtrlc&n N1ttCN\ ltandarda IMtltutt 
(AMII) for 1rchfY1l Mforoffllll, NOTICEa If the fHNd .... ~ ,. ltH lttfblt thM thf• Notfet, ft ,. dut to th• qutlttv of tht 
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~tnatur•~.CV, Datt J 
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30193.0201 
Title. Prepared by the legislative Councft staff for 

Representative Porter 
January 28, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1037 

Page 5, line 27, replace the underscored semlcolon with •or to• 

Page 5, Hne 28, replace •i facflftate pfacement of a child by maintaining a Hat In any form of bftlb par9nta or• wfth an underscored period 

Page 5, remove fines 29 through 31 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 30193.0201 

---

Thf! ■tol"Otrl(lhfc ,..,.. on tht• fll• are accurate reproduettw of rteol"$ dlltverec:t to MOdlrn lnforMetton IYtt• for •foroffl•f.,. and 
WIN ·It l..ct tn tht reeul1r OOUl'lt of butfnttl. fh• phototraphfo proo ... MHtl ltandtl'de of th• AMtrf can N1tf CNl ltflndll'de lnaUtutt 
(MIi) for 1rehfY1l •toroff lM. NOTIClt If thu ftlllld , .... _. ,. l111 l1tlblt than thtl Notte,, It ,. U to tht qualtty of tht _,,.,.,,..m.i. ~ 4<\ ~ J /4 
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30193.0202 
TIUe. R

Prepared by the Lec1lstatJve Councll staff for 
epresentatlve Potter 

January 28, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1037 

Page 1, line 3, after the first commll lnaert 11and• and remove •and 50-12-09, • 

i.l lt~ f ... Ftt) ~twilJ. for &J.op#-1~ I • ~ , \ , ,o ~ 
Page 4, remove Hnes)'through 12 

Renumber accordingly 

PageNo. 1 30193,0202 

,,, a 

:'1, ,:,\'·< 

.. -· 
TM •for09riphfc , ..... Oft tht• fflM art aocur1t1 reproducth1f'II of recordl delivered to Modern lnfol'Mtfor, lytttN for •fcrofH•tno • 
-. fllMld fn the l'tfUllr oourat of butfnttl, fht ,it,oto0r-.1c P,OCHI !Mttl ltfll'dlrdt of tht AMtrfo.n Nattonel ltendlrdl lnltftut• 
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30193.0203 
Title. Prepared by me Leglafative OounoU staff for 

Representative Porter 
January 28, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO '-fOUSE BILL NO. 1037 

Page 4. lfne 12, remove "Excessive fees may be grounds for Hcense reyogation, • 
Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 3019,1.0203 

-··• 

The 1fcrotrefll,fc t-,.. on thf• film are aeourate reproductfona of recordl dtltwrtd to Modern lnforNt1on lytt• for M1crofll•fnt and 
...,. fflMd fn th• ,....,l•r COUl'H of .,..... Th• p.ototr-.,hto procttt INtl ltanderdl of th• Mtrtctn N1tton1l ttendtrd& IMtftutt 
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30193.0204 
Title, R

Prepared by the Leglslative Councll staff for 
epresentative Porter 

January 28, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 1037 

Page 1, llne 5, after "agenaes" Insert "and registration of adoption ~ace'!MK\t facilitators• 

Page 1 t Untt 15, after "2,," Insert"" • t o i-~-. foUo&u • ._ 

-
Page 1; Une 19, after •ncensed" Insert •. Adoption placement facllltator registration• 

Page 1, tine 20, after the period Insert -~~~ · ~ · ~ · f h 
forms prescdbed and fumlshed}!i;.8,R:gt, a:&i9Ml:ms:~'~i-fil[s0&, 
provide or offer to provide faomtator services f n this state.· at 

Page s;,:~,:O:t !!1• first boldfaced period Insert •ucensure requirement • Btaletratton 

Page 5;~utt!ror a:-. lhe ~r= lnnrt 
11

A1pe,n may not offer or ffiovlde adQption placement 
department of human se&~.~~:'att:: ~~n~e~',;\~~iif~~ reglalered wlth the 

Page 5, llne 27, replace the underscored semicolon with •m...tg• 

Page 5, llne 28, replace•: facmtate placement of a child by maintaining a Hst In an~ to f birth parents or" with an underscomd oerlod --- _rm O 
--

Page 5, remove llnes 29 through 31 

Renumber accordlngly 

Page No. 1 30193,0204 

. ' ',/ 

,', ,•,,, l'." , 

Th• •torotraphtc t11111t on tht• ftl1111r11ccur1t1 reproducttone of rtcordt dtllwred to Modtrn lnfortMtlon tvat• for 1fcrofll11tfno and 
Witt fl lMd In th• r,OUllr court• of bulfnHI, Tht l)hototraplfO prOCHI MNtl 1tandarda of tht Merf ctn N1tlonel ttltldllrda IMtitutt 
(AMII) for 1rchlY1l MlorofflM, NOTICII · If tht ffllild , ... ~ ,. lffl lttfblt thin thf• Mottet, ft,. U to tht quality of tht 

, ~ ,r t; II) ~tb;., - bof,. ffllld, ~~ 43 ~ 1 /. 
·Opff'itorlf?tn1turt •~ X Datt J 
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30193,0205 
Tlde.0300 

Adopted by the House Human Services 
Committee 

January 28, 2003 

ll>USB AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO.1037 u 1-31--03 

Page 1, llne 3. after the first comma Insert "and" and remove "and 50-12-09, .. 

Page 1. llne 5, after •agencies .. Insert "and registration of adoption placement facllltatora• 

Page 1, llne 1 5, after 112,.11 Insert 1111FaoUttator services• Include; 

.3..t 

L. Maintaining a Hst or other data base of birth parents or prosoectfve 
adoptive parents. 

b,, Ad\lertis!ng that the ptrson pr~vldlng the services knows of a ohlld 
who Is ayaUable tor adoption.¥ wHHng to acce_pt a oblfd for adQptlon. 
or knows of prospective adoptive parents ofa ohUd • 

Page 1. line 19, after "llcenMCflt Insert •- AdQptlQn placement facllltator reglatratlon" 

Page 1, line 20. after the period Insert "The department of human serylces shall r~ffister. on 
forms prescribed lod fumlsbed by the department. adoJ)tk>n placement fac ltators that 
pro\llde ,,r offer to provide faollltator services In this state.• 

~ 4 1 ....,,,.) Page • remove tines 3 through 12 

Page 5, line 19, after the first boldfaced period Insert .. Llcensure regulrarnent .. Registration 
reau1rement - .. 

Page 5, line 25, after "placement• Insert • .s...A.~rson m~DQLQffer or provide adomk2,n 
placement faclfltator services In this state unless that person Is a facmtator registered 
with the dgpartment of human services• and after •who• Insert .. wlllfullyit 

Page 5, llne 27, replace the underscored semicolon with "or..m" 
Page 5, line 28, replace": facllltate placement of a child by maintaining a 11st In any form of birth 

parents or11 with an underscored period 

Page 5, remove llries 29 through 31 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 30193.0205 

The •lcl"otrll'hlo tNtff on th1 ■ fllM •r• 1ccurett repl"oducttn of reeordl dlltvtl"td to ~rn 1nfor11111tlon 8Ytt• for Mforofll•lnt 1ud 
Wirt ft llltd '" tht l"IIUllf' COUl"lt of bultnn1. fht phototrltlhf O proctlt Mtttt ttandtrdl of tht AMtrlcan NatlOMl ltandlrdl INUtutt 
(AMII) for trchlvtl MlorofllM. NOTICII If tht fHMd ; ... ll¥Wt ,. ltH lttlblt thM thf• Mottet, ft It dut to tht quality of tht 

. - · ~:kl ~,c ~ 10/4,la:, -btl1'41fllNd, ~ CK\~ 1 
tonfr'tn1turt (~ 4C Datt .J 
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Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: I 

2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. BB- /0~'7 

House HUMAN SERVICES 

□ Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Committee 

Motion Made By _________ Seconded By _ ----------
Reurettntatlv• Y• No RenreNlltadflt Y• No 

Reo. Clara Sue Price - Chair V Reo. Sally Sandvia D 
Reo. Bill Devlin.. Vico-Cbair V Reo. Bill Amerman J/ 

Reo. Robin Weisz v Reo. Carol Niemeier V 
Reo. Vonnie Pietsch I/ Reo. Louise Potter ~ 

Reo. Gerald Um.em I 

Reo. Chet Pollert V 
Rea,. Todd Porter I 

Reo. Garv Krcridt 
Reo. Alon Wieland a/ 

. 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ <g..:--· ___ No 5 -------~---------
0 

Floor Assignment 

,._\ If the vote is on an amendment; briefly indicate intent: 
.. __ ,/ 

L J· 
Tht •fcroorlllflf o tllllOff on thl• ft l111 •r• 1ceur1tt rtf)l'oductlOM of rtcordl del twred to Moder!\ lnforNtlon Sytte1111 for •hrof I l111fl"l8 end 
Wtrt fHINd In tht reoul1r cour1t of butlnua. Tht photoorll)htc proctH ... t, atandardl of tht AM1rf c1n N1ttonel ltenderde 1net1tutt 
(AMII) for trchfwt 111tcrofflM1 NOTtClt If tht ffllilld , ... IQOW ,. lttl lttfblt thin thlt Notfct, ft, ... to tht qutLfty of the 

-lletnofllMICI, ~ ~ ~ 1 · /~ ' ~xi ~,c . c it)/41/J:, 
o,it,itonl?gNtUrt r '- --- D1tt J 
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Date: f. 2,'J ,03 
Roll Call Vote #: 9,_ 

House 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMIITEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. BB 1037 

HUMAN SERVICES 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken D p tll) dmtnd,J 

Committee 

Motion Made By ~fJe~(UJµ=-=------- Seconded By ~/(,¼:...z;. ;..&.act""'"i-=----
ReDretelltadvN Yea No Reoraentadve1 Ye1 No 

Reo. Clara Sue Price -·Chair V Reo. Sally Sandvia V 
Ren. BiH Devlin. Vice-Chair J/ Rm. Bill Amennan 17 
Rea,. Robin Weisz V Reo. Cm'Ol Niemeier . V 

Rem. Vonnie Pietsch L;-4 Ren. Louise Potter ·v 
Rea,. Gerald Ualem V ·-Rffl. Chet Pollert e ✓ 
Reo. Todd Porter v 
Ren. Garv Kreidt t/ ·-
Ren. Alon Wieland I/ 

,. 

Total (Yes) t l No 2. 

Absent 

E~ Floor Assignment ub~r ~ 
If the vote is on an amendment. briefly indicate intent: 

Tht •1crtitrlP.ftlc INtt• on thf I f ll1111r1 accurate reproductfons of recordl dtllv.rtd to Modern lnforwtfon cyst• for •f croffl111Cno and 
WIN ftllNd tn th• rttUl•r cour1t of bulfnt11, Tflt phototreptfc practH Mttt ttendlrdl of tht AMtrlcan Nattonel ltendlrdl 1n1t1tut1 
(Mil) for 1rcftfY1l Mforof llM, NOTICE• Jf th• fHMd ..... ~ fl LIii lttlblt than thf• Notte•, It ,. dut to th• quality of tht 

-tbttnam..i. ~ ~ ~ j /. . . . , ~ •~ ~ IC, "£/aj, 
~tMturt • ~ '- Datt 

\ I 

~ 



r 
RIPORT OP STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 31, 2003 11 :45 1.m. 

Module No: HR-19-1430 
carrt,r: Welu 

lnNrt LC: 30193.0205 Tltle: .0300 

"\ REPORT OF STANDING COMMlnEE 

0 

HB 1037: Human Strvlcta CommlttM (Rep. Prfct, Chairman) recommends 
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when ao amended, recommends DO PASS 
(11 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTtNO), HB 1037 was placed on the 
Slx1h order on the calendar. 

Page 1, Une 3, after the first comma Insert "and• and remove "and 50-12-09," 

Page 1, llne 5, after "agencies• Insert •anct registration of adoption plaeernent facllltatora• 

Page 1, Hne 15, after"~" Insert •"FaqUltator services" Include: 

3...11 

L MalntaJnlng a Hst or other data base of birth parents or prospeotlye 
ac;Jqptfye parents, 

12& Adyertislng that the person providing the services knows. ot a chUd 
who Is available fQr adoption. ls wmtng to ac;= 3. ohlld tor adoption, 
or knows of prw,ectlYt adQpt!Ye parents of __ I , 

Page 1, llne 19, after "llcenaed" Insert "-AdQptlon placement tacmtator registration" 

Page 1, line 20, after the period fnsert "The department of human services shall register. on 
forma pre,cdbad and tumlshed by the dtmldrntot. adoJ>Uon placement facllitators that 
proy!de or otter to provide facilitator services In this state." 

Page 4, remo\te Hnes 3 through 12 

Page 5, line 19, after the first boldfaced period Insert NUcensure regulrement .. Registration 
ragulrement • " 

Page 5, line 25, after "placement• lm~ert ". A person may not offer or provide adoption 
p!acement faclHtator services In this state unless that person Is a tacmtator registered 
with the department of human sery1cea" and after "who" Insert •wmtully" 

Page 5, fine 27, replace the underscored semicolon with "gr_mN 

Page s, nne 2a, replace N: tacmtate placement of a child by maintaining a 11st In any form of 
birth parents or" with an underscored period 

Page 5, remove llnes 29 through 31 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESI(, (3) COMM Page No. 1 

..J 
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2003 SENATE HUMAN SERVICES 

HB 1037 
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2003 SENATE STANDINO COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1037 

Senat~ Hum,n. Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

-----------------------------•~-"-••-~-.,. ....... Number Side A Side B Mut-:,r # i---~-----------+---------1--------t---- ........... , ... ___ ,"' u, 

l X 67 .. emJ · i----------+---------1--------..........,--........ ~ .. 1 .. -i,4,,..,-.. ..... 

X 0-1:355 ________________________ ,___. ____ ,._,,.,_, .............. ... 

2 X 2711 - t.~h1 i---------+----------t--------+-----·~· .. ----t 
2 X 0-2400 

Committee Clerk: Si 

Minutes: 

<J SENATOR JUDY LEB opened the Public Hearing for Engrossed HB t 037 relating to 

child-placing agency licensure appeals. 

Roll call was read. All members present. 

JENNIFER CLARK, with the L gislative Council and was Committee Counselor during the 

interim on the Interim Family Law Committee - the committee from which this bill comes. She 

stated her testimony is neither in support nor in opposition. This bill is an engrossed house biU, 

it is in a different fonn than when it left the interim committee. All the sections in the bill are in 

the child placin& agency chapter of law. All of these sections pertain to child placing agencies. 

There are three main provisions. One is verification and providing consistent treatment between 

foster care services and adoption services. The second major change is it changes the one-year 

child placing agency licensure to up to two years, The third major provision, and this is the one 

,,._,, , • ..,. ,u,~-,4-;.-~,,_¥,1t:r::1',:..,.,,fA,~9-~.11J r,;t,Uf, l,.;\ 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber HB 1037 
Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

that is the most changed from how the bill was introduced, relates to persons who provide 

adoption facilitation services in our state, 1be changes were then read and definitions explained .. 

(Meter# 67 - 760) 

KRIST A ANDREWS, Attorney for the Legal Services Division for the ND Department of 

Hwnan Service8, testified in behalf of Julie Hoffinan, Admininrator of Adoption Setvices for the 

Department. The Department supports the passage of Engrossed House Bill 103 7 related to 

licensure of child placing agencies, with the exception of the amendment of the House related to 

"facilitator services". Support a "do pass." Went through some of the changes. (Written 

testimony) (Meter# 838 - 1430) 

SENATOR LEE: Referred to Section 12 and registering for purposes of coming in for 

guardianship, how do people know that they're supposed to do that? Some coming in ftom 

out-of-state, how do they know they are supposed to register? 

KRISTA ANDREWS: Someone else would have to answer that. 

SENATOR BROWN: Where did this facilitator amendment come from? 

KRISTA ANDREWS: It came from the House of Human Services. They added the amendment. 

(Meter# l 502 .. 1 SS6) 

SUSAN ORUNDYSEN, Social Worker employed by Th~ Village Family Service Center, 

testifitd. She stated HB 1037, in its current fonn is proposing positive changes, except for one, 

The House Hwnan Services Committee has made changes to this bill relating to defining the 

services of a "Facilitator\ Facilitating services are defined separate from licenses child placing 

agencies, both of which are to be overseen by the ND Department of Human Services, Yet» this 

bill does not allow 'the OHS to regulate facilitating services, no does it prescribe any standards of 

.J 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber HB 1037 

,,..-.....,, Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

practice for facilitators, Encourage removing the establishment and definition of"Facilitators" 

within the state of ND, (Written testimony) (Meter #1611 - 1942) 

SENATOR LEE: If a local physical knows of a pregnant woman who is interested in placing her 

child for adoption ... are they able to place the child for adoption? Have an attorney do the work? 

SUSAN ORUNDYSEN: Thc,y do and can make thoso connections. We are troubled with that 

because we believe that there could be conflict of interest. In this engrossment, they can become 

a facilitator. Continued discussion about screening. difficulties in adoption, and agencies 

honoring infonnal agreements. (Meter # 1942 - 2246) 

SENATOR BROWN: On the Village's Board and asked for explanation of Village's point of 

view. Continued discussion on the options of openness. individual's choice, and provide 

services to all parties in transition. (Meter# 2246 .. 2393) 

SENATOR BROWN: In the past, it has been difficult for adopted children to find their birth 

parents which is not the case anymore. 

SENATOR LEE: What if the birth parent wanted it to be closed? 

SUSAN GRUNDYSEN: Then it is closed. 

SENATOR POLOVITZ: Agency .. one person? Asked about the facilitator concept. Why is this 

in the bill. Continued discussion and answers with Ms. Grundysen who s1 .. ed the concern is for 

the children and children becoming a commodity, also laws in other states, (Meter #2543 .. 28S8) 

SENATOR BROWN: Agencies help through "hoops", Difficult job but the agencies are set up 
I 

to do it ... they don't need a facilitator, (Meter# 2860 .. 2938) 

SENATOR LEE: Could you walk us through the process when you got involved early on, 

you've got several families that are on your list, and you have a birth mother who comes to you 

-----·-- .. ,.., .. ,_ 

The t11fcro0r•phfc fMllr,tl on thtR ftlm ere accurate reproducttona of recordl deltvered to Modernhlnf.~me1tton:V:ttfflll f:[~r~r:~~t= 
were fllMd tn the rttUl•r courH of butfneH. the pftotogrephfc proct11 lllfft• ttlndardt of t e -r can • ona r f h 
(ANSI) for 1rchfval ,ntcroftlM, NOTICEt If the ftllMd f1111ae •v• fl lut lec,\ble than thfa Mottet, ft t1 due to the queltty O t ,• 

doc~t bltna ftlNd, , J-LL(; ~:kl ~
1 
C k4::J J /c) /4, /t4.. . 

~~•~nature ~ '- 1>1te .J 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
anl/Resolution Number HB 1037 
Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

for servk.es. SUSAN ORUNDYSEN explained process and answered questions regarding time 

frames. State must consent to final adoption. (Meter #2938 - 3S~lS) 

SENATOR POLOVITZ: Are there children to be adopted? 

SUSAN ORUNDYSBN: Very few. Continued discussion regarding steps need to be done 

through, how many on waiting list; and how many children have been placed. (Meter# 3537 .. 

4130) 

LINDA JAEOE~ Supervisor for Child Welfare Supervisor for Catholic Family Semce, testified 

to support the HB l 03 7 relating to Hcensme of child-placing agencies, with the exception of the 

section referring to ''facilitators". (Written testimony) (Meter# 4260 - 4670) 

SENATOR BROWN: Asked about facilitator charging fees to both families ... you're talking 

about the adoptive and the birth parents? 

LINDA JAEOER: Responded both adoptive families were charged fees just for the match. • .• 

When we were on the Interim Family Law Committee, all of the licensing child placing agencies 

have grave concerns about the facilitators, that we each had experience with them. Then 

nationally, we had connections ... across the nation, we have talked about different difficulties 

that we've had. We introduced the bill as a protective device to not allow facilitators within the 

state because we were seeing the ramifications that were placing place. (Meter # 4260- 4880) 

CHRIS DODSON, Director from ND Catholic Conference, spoke stating the origin~ bill had the 

only reference to facilitator in the penalty section. Discussion with SENA TOR LEE regarding 

the language in the bill. (Meter # 4885 .. 5064) 

SENATOR LEE: Questioned as bow many children CFS placed? and type of adoptions? 

Discussion with LINDA JAEGER regarding the potential parents, closed and open adoptions, 

ii 
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Senate Hwnan Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber HB l 03 7 
Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

practices followed, examples of adoption, and difficult situations working with facilitaton. 

(Meter # 5065 .. S667) 

SENATOR BROWN: Is the adoption option viable right now? The coordination of the different 

agencies? 

LINDA JAEGER: Close working relationships. (Meter # S732 • S782) 

SENATOR LEE: Oave examples of counseling. Continued discussion with Linda and Chris 

regarding agencies who do provide counseling. (Meter # S818 .. 611 0) 

MARY JO SINNER., Adoptive Parent, testified in a neutral position. There is some language we 

would like clarified. She mentioned the •11oops0 were very difficult. They had adopted a child 

from China ... adoptions in China are final in the state, "Until the adoption is final" clarified and 

other lines and sentences were referred to that needed amending. (Tape t, Side A, Meter# 6135 

- end and Side B, 0 .. 221) 

SENATOR LEE: Asked about the "hoops•, What changes possible? 

MARY JO SINNER: She mentioned time frames vary ... discrimination on background checks 

..• a lot of paperwork. (Meter# 242 - 4 t 1) 

DA VE FLOH~ Adoptive Parent, testified. He mentioned temporary and permanent adoption, 

clarification point ~f stopping, and about adoption agencies doing a valuable service. (Meter# 

436- 605) 

JULIB HOFFMAN, from the Department of Hwnan Services, testified and answered questions. 

She mentioned that after time of final adoption, the department has no authority. Discussion 

with oommittee regarding the tenn "adoptive", "until the adoption is final'\ the amount of time it 

, ... ..._ ... ,~ .. ": 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB l 037 
Hearing Date February 26, 2003 

takes for an the process, about the ''facilitatur" line originally and how the amendment did 

something different. (Meter # 61 S - 1117) 

LEANNE JOHNSON, from Lutheran Social Services, testified. She stated she "echoed" Ma. 

Hoffinan•s testimony and .fully agreed with the addition of clarifying using all criminal 

infonnation available •.• agree with the changes proposed. (Meter #1125 • 1325) 

SENATOR LEE closed the public hearing at this time, (Meter # 135S) 

SENATOR JUDY LEE opened the committee meeting in the afternoon on this date on HB 1037 

regarding lioensure of child placing agencies, ( Tape 2, Side A, Meter# 2711) 

SENATOR LEE stated she had spoken to REPRESENTATIVE DEVLIN and asked about the 

''facllitator0 part ofHB 1037. He had asked Representatives Weisz and Porter, who had been the 

ringleaders on the House side to come over and talk. Their thinking was that if you don•t have 

the list of somebody wh<' is doing this work. they don't think it should be illegal to do it. This is 

their thought. But. if you have a list and there are people who are not doing it appropriately, at 

least law enforcement has somebody to go after because of the fi'aud statute ought to cover 

somebody who is doing it incorrectly. I am not saying that I agree or disagree. Just telling you 

where their approach came from. They thought that the penalty would be the same for a 

facilitator who didn't perfonn properly as for a child placement agency who did not perform 

properly, That was their intent. Continued with example of facilitator in Arizona in contact with 

birth mother in North Dakota .... regulations there. Open for discussion. (Meter# 2785 - 2953) 

Continuoo discussion regarding ads on Internet, (Meter # 2954 .. 3028) 

SENA TOR BROWN stated concern about person making money being facilitator. 

' ,/ 

- · - · --- " --·- - dtl f - ~ t -·Modern 1nfor1111t1on syatemt for 11f croft l111fno end 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB l 037 
Hearing Date Febnaary 26, 2003 

Continued committee discussion regardins people using list of names, vulnerable people, other 

states where it is legal to sell children, and attorney's involvement. (Meter# 3030. 3285) 

SENATOR PAIRFmLD: Intent of the House was then if the facilitator was registered. then they 

would be regulated. 

SENATOR LEE: Right, their intent was that it was in the penalty section originally. So, by 

changing it, I thhlk there was some unintended consequence there. There is no regulation. What 

the House Committee thought they had done was that it was still legal to do that kind of 

connecting. but they wanted them to be registered so that there would be a list. So that if 

somebody had not been served properly and had been charged improperly, that law enforcemeot 

could find those people. ... Currently, no regulations. ... Continued discussion. making 

amendments and changes regarding tenninology and regulating fees, working with the original 

and the engrossed bill. (Tape 2, Side A, Meter #3281 - end and Side B, 0- 4S0) 

INTERN 'l'ALISA NEMEC noted that the bill did indicate orlmina1 penalty. Further discussion 

with the committee regarding the proposed amendments and chanps. It was noted that JULIE 

HOFFMAN from the Department of Human Services was to do an amendment. Ta Lisa will 

draft full amendment changes for the committee. (Meter# 4S1 • 2390) 

SENATOR LEE adjourned the meeting, (Meter #2400) 

·· · · · · ···· ·- _.,____ t td t -~rn Jnfor1n1tton ;yatMI for •lcroftl111tno and 
ephtc hntDH on thl!!! fllfll are accurate reproductlont of recordl del "!~andaordl of the AMtrtcan N1ttontl ltandlrdl lnetttutt 

~.•~~t~ tn th• reoul•r cour .. of butlntt•h Tft~~t,':J'f ~°f:8~.::'~!otblt thin thil Nottce, It h due to the quality of tht 
(11111) for 1rdlfval ., ... 111.. NOTICE, II t • % 1 /4 ,b 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINlJ1'BS 

BILURBSOLUTION NO. EHB 1037 

Senate Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March S, 2003 

T Nwnber Side A SideB Meter# 
1 B 2569 .. 3502 

Committee CJerk Si 

Minutes: 

SENATOR JUDY LEE opened committee discussion on EHB 1037 regarding chiJd .. placlng 

agency licensure appeals. TaLisa Nemec, Intern, was asked to explain what she had done on the 

proposed amendments. Continued discussion on the tenninolo.1 and multi-state compact. 

TaLisa to continue to look at language and make necessary changes. (Meter# 2569 .. 3502) 

Th• 11croar-,,h1t= hMlff on thf• fH111rt 1ccur1te reproducttons of recorde dtltvertd to Modern lnfol'Ntlon Syst• for 11fcrofH111fnt and 
wert ft lMd fn th• rttUl•r courae of butfnt11. Tht photoer•fc procff1 MHtt 1tll'ldtrdt of the Allltrtctn N1tfo1uil ltandlrdl lnatitutt 
(MIi) for •rchfYll MfcrofllM, NOTICE, If th• fllMd , .... -~ ,. letl lttlblt than thf• Notice, ft,. dut to tht qualttv of tht 
docwnt bltnt ff lllld. , l~ /) ~ 1 ! J.. 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITIEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, HB 1037 

Senate Human Services Committee 

lJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March t 2, 2003 

T Nwnber SideA SideB 
3 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
585-1096 ----

SENATOR JUDY LEE reopened committee discussion on the amendment language of HD 1037. 

Changed the language and put in phrases ... eliminated all the stuff about facilitators ... updated 

language ... committee thoughts? 

SENATOR BROWN made a motion to DO PASS THE AMENDMENT 

SENATOR ERBELE seconded the motion. 

Roll call was read. 6 yeas O nays. 

SENATOR '.BROWN made a motion to DO PASS AS AMENDED, 

SENATOR ERBELE seconded the motion, 

RoU call was read. 6 yeas. o nays. 

SENATOR FAIRFIELD to be the carrier. (Meter # 1096) 
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30193.0301 Adopted by the Human S8IVlce8 Comm~i/ .·; 
Tltfe,0400 Marc.h 12, 2003 -~r., 1 

; ,'-I~"' [ 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1037 ' i 

Page 1, remove lines 18 threJgh 21 

Page 1 , llne 22, replace "3,." with •2.& • 

Page 1, llne 23, re~ace .. ~ .. with "mlllt", replace •permanent" with .. adaotim", and 
after -am Insert •imtU an adoption Is flnaHzed .. 

Page 2, llne 3, remove • .. AdOJ>tlon placement f■clHtator" 

Page 2, llne 4, remove •reg111rat1on• 

Page 2, Hne 5, remove "The department of human services shall register. on forms prescribed 
amt' 

Page 2, remove lines 6 and 7 

· Page 5, llne 23, after "child's" Insert •pgrent. stepj)Rtant. •, after the first comma Insert •ldull 
brother or sister. adult", overstrike the second comma, and after -aunt• Insert •.....m 
guardian• 

Page 5, fine 25, remove •,_A• 

Page 5, remove lfne 28 

Page 5, llne 21, remove •person Is a facilitator 1'1Qlstered wttb the department of human 
sery1ces• 

Page 5, line 29, replace "gug" with an underscored semicolon 

Page 5, line 30, after "Rfacement• Insert •: faciHtate placement of a chlld by maintaining a 11st In 
any form of birth ps,rents or proaw,ctlve adoj;tlye parents: or advertise In any pubUo 
medium that the person knows of a child who Is ayallable for adQQtlon or ts wHHng to :m, QhHd tor adq,tlon or that the person knows of prospectlveadoj)tiye parents m 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 30193.03C1 

· ·· ··· · · · · ----·-·~•-·-·-- ·· delt · · ed t. ·;,.rn lnfoiwtlon ~t.; for 11fcrofflt11fnt end 
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~ fllMd fn tht regut1r cour1e of butfnet1. The ~~09rap1~°f:-~:l .. tbl• than thl1 Notice, It 11 dut to the qutllty of tht 
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0 Date: f;<.3,..,.lc:/-0~ 
Roll Call Vote#: {1) 

2003 SENATE ST ANDING COJ\1MITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BJLL/RESOllJTION NO. / O 3 7 

Senate Human Services 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

LegjsJative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

ActionTaken ~ ~"€1!___ 
Mo1ionMadeBy ..J.µ-,y. ~SecondedBy~. &.c.& d 

Sen11on Ve, No Se••1on Yes No 
Senator ~udl Lee. Chainnan v 
Senator Richard Brown - V. Chair. ✓ 
Senator Robert S. Erbele ✓ 

C Senator Toin Fischer / 
Senator April f·111rfield ./ 
Senator Michael Polovitz ✓ 

I... 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ----1/:,5,,,·c;..._ __ _ 

Floor Assignment 

No 

Jfthe vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

' • •.-
1 
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REPORT OP STANDING COMMRTII (410) 
M1roh 14, 2003 1:39 1.m. 

Module No: 81MM711 
canter: Palrfleld 

lnlll't LC: 30113.0301 Tltll: .0400 

Rl!PORT OF STANDING COMMITTII! 
HI 1037, M engro111d: Human ServlcN Committee (Sen. J. LN, Chairman) 

recommends AMl!NDMINT8 Al FOLLOWS and when ao amended, recommends 
DO PA88 (6 YEASi 0 NAYS, 0ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrosaed HB 1037 
was placed on the S xth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, remove Unea 18 through 21 

Page 1, llne 22, replace •a/ with •-2&• 

Page 1, Hne 23, reolace •tempora('l" with •mat", replace •pennanent• with •adoptlya•, and 
after •a:1• insert •unttl an ado_ption la flnaHzed• 

Page 2, tine 3, remove•. Adoption placement facilltatot" 

Page 2, llne 4, remove •registration• 

Page 2, line 5, remove 'The dartment of human serylces shall reglstet on fonna prescribed mm• 
Page 2, remove lines 6 and 7 

Page 5, llne 23, after •chlld1&• Insert •parent, stepparent.•, after the first comma Insert •mwtt 
brother or sister. adult", overstrike the second comma, and after •aunr Insert • .....m 
guardian• 

Page 5, llne 25, remove • j• 

Page 5, remove line 28 

Page 5, llne 21, remove •person Is a facHttator registered with the department of human 
aervtces• 

Page 5, llne 29, replace •~• with an underscored semlcoton 

Page 5, line 30, after 'Dlacement• lnse~~=::=~ =1ifA='~ '!\~ anv form or birth parents or p - ------=~ _____ v --
medium that tbt person kn0ws ot a cblld Wbo 1s available tor adoDtion or 1, wHfng to 
:=.a chlld tor adoption or that the oerao~ knows of prospeottye&dootfye parents of 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) OOMM Page No. 1 Sff..4M7e8 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. HB 1037 

House Human Services Committee 

✓c:'nference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-31-03 

T Number Side A SideB 
1 X 

1 X 

Meter# 
43.0-end 
0-31.3 

Minutes: Chainnan Porter: called the conference comm ttee to order on HB 103 7. 

,'J BurnentaUve Porter, Re.urnentaU-ve Potter, Bcpresentadve Pletsch. Senator LA senator ... _.,, 

L 

la1rflelcL Smator Brown were present. 

R,cmresentatiye Porter: the Senate amended 1037 in regards to what we had done on the House 

side with the facilitators mid section one and two. 

Senator Lee: we did a very small one on page 3 it says until the adoption is finalized in section 6 

and the reason for that was, even though that's the way it is, they don't bother people after the 

adoption is finalized. That is on page 3 line 6 and on lines 22 and 25 at the end of the sentence. 

Page 1 line 23 and carry through all of the discussion. Ji..nd the only other change is on page 5 

line 23, the nwnber of relatives that could be considered in a family adoptlon, so that it matches 

the model legislation which North Dakota is part of the compact on. 

Senator Fairfield,: there is a question that I raised on having parent twice in the sentence. 

: Senator Leei maybe we can get a little help on our verbiage so that it is clear. _,... ...... / 

...... ~~-
' i. ..... , "'-,i 
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Page2 
House Hwnan Services Comrnitte : 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1037 
Hearing Date 3-31 .. 03 

Rcpresentotjye Portm1 when we heard this bill originally, it heel "being a facilitator against the 

law anrl it also had a felony charge placed on it, We had problems with that because there are 

legitimate facilitator agencies operating in a lot of other stat"8, l think the department came in 

and said that facilitators were operating in 23 other states or they were banned it was one or the 

othc,r, It seemed to us that facilitator did serve a niche in doing adoptions and by saying that they 

could no longer operate as a facilitator, the only thing that we saw was if they want to be a 

facilitator, so there was a way to go back after them if they take some ones money and not 

provide the service. was to make them register through the state, Facilitating shouldn't be 

against the law but regulated, 

Senator Lee: the issue is in North Dakota any adoption has to include agencies and in addition 

with that there is significant cost with the agencies to process the adoption, and we are really 

looking at vulnerable families tenibly anxious to have the connection made for a baby, and it is a 

difficult thing. 

Rm,resentatiye Porter; was there ever anything brought up on the way the language is in the bill 

about the felony charge applied to it how would that stop someone from using a facilitator and 

stop someone from potentially being milked out of their money, regords to people doing anything 

to get a child just orossing state lines going to Minnesota, how can North Dakc,ta enforce 

something that is unenforceabfo. 

Senator I&e: people would really take that risk if they are going on the Internet, the same that 

they do when they are trying to find a decent real-estate agent. 

Senator Browni it is just another level of bureaucracy to adoptive parents. 

···- --- -·------ ~ . -·· . . . -~-~•-···-
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Page3 
liouse Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution N'umber HB 103 7 
Hearing Date 3 .. 31-03 

Rm,resen,tadye Porter; you can say that being a facilitator is a class c felony in the state. but what 

ts going to stop someone from going out of Gtate, At least you would recognize the fact that they 

exist so when people would go to use them , that they understand what they are and what else 

needs to be done by using them, then it is a fr~ choice and they want to pay the $10,000,00 and 

use the facilitator and understand that they might slill have to pay another $10,000.00 to use and 

adoption agency by saying that you can•t have them in N.D. then you have 43 other places that 

parents can go to use them and one of them being the Internet which you can't control anyway. 

Senator Fairfield: I don't think in the Senate Amendments, we are saying you can't have 

facilitation services, what we are saying is facilitAtion services now come under the definition of 

child placing agency. What the House amendments did was sanction an activity without any 

regulation. 

Senator Leei if you look at the last amendment that the Senate did on page S line 30, that last 

phrase, that is exactly what Senator Fairfield is mentioning, talking about placement, 

I think they would still be liable, 

Rcmresentative Porter: did you have an actual victim come into committee to testify? 

Senator Lee; we didn't have a victim, but we had people from all these agencies talk about 

families that they had ended up working with that had started with facilitators and then were told 

that they had to have an agency involved and they were not all happy stories, I think the highest 

price was $14,000.00 that someone had paid, and one case it is still being resolved. 

Senator Fairfield: were there people in the House Committee that came in and testifioo in favor 

of facilitation services because we in the Senate had no one testifying in favor ot. 

Tht 1fcroarlf)hfo fNr,ec on thf• ftl111 art 1cctAr1tt rtprOlilcttont of recordt delivered to Modern lnforNtlon syauMe for 11tferoftl111tno end 
...... ff tNd ft, tht r-.ul1r COUl'lt of bulfnt11. Tht photoarap,tc prOCHI MNtl lt.,.rdl of the AMtrtcan Natfontl lt .... rdl ll'lltitutl 
(AMII) for arohtval Mfcrofflffl, NOTlCEt If th• ffllld •• ,. lb,wt ,, lffl lttfblt th.an thfl Notte~, ft,. dut to tht qulllftY of tht 
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Pagc4 
House Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber HB 103 7 
Hearing Date 3-31-03 

Rmn,cmtatjye Pmm::, I don •t think it was a matter of someone testifying in favor of them, I think 

it was a matter of the agency coming in and testifying against this boogie man that didn't exist 

and not be able to back it up with any real life stories or complaints. 

Senator Lee: perhaps it was an effort on the House to recognize it as a free enterprise issue which 

ties what you arc saying together, The problem we had with the House par4 was separating out 

into a separate group, the facilitators were just going to have them just sign up, and we don't 

have any policies to how to deal with them if they violate, Our concern is to address the function 

they were doing but not separate out. 

Representative Porte,:; Minnesota does have a facilitator, this version of the law on 1037, when 

first introduced to the house committee was in a fonn very similar to Minnesota's law. 

Senator Lee: we have very serious concerns with someone becoming a baby broker, concerns 

with someone being bulked out of a lot of money or taken advantage of, that was our concern, for 

the people involved, and ifwe could have some oversight of the facilitator, 

Rm,resentative Pqttet; make it as tight as we can to protect the public. 

Senator Bro)Yl11 there are licensed agencies in this business, licensed by the Department of 

Human Services, in this business, they say the people that are in the facilitation business are 

taking advantage of peoplet so that is why we amended that out. 

Rqpr¢Selltative Porter: I think a lot of what happened during the discussion on this particular bill, 

it was major changes to our current child placing definitions, there were people that thought the 

Department was building a pretty big fence around North Dakota. 

,,, 

'I' Ii~•/:.:,> 
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House Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HD 1037 
Hearing Date 3-31-03 

Scmator Lee; we didn •t get any effort to build census by the department, as a result of testimony 

that came into our committee was significantly different from the House because it was being 

addressed in a different way, we had a lot of really good discussion on it. 

Rvese,rtative Potter: I MOVE that we ACCEDE to the SENATE AMENDMENTS on HB 

1037. 

Sm,ator La,: I SECOND the motion. 

VOTE; HIS Q-NQ Q-ABSBNT, 

RcmJ1iffQtative Potjert will carry the bill to the floor. 

Meeting adjourned • 

Tht •fcrotraphf c fNlff on thfl f fl• •r• accurate l'epr~tf on1 of rteordl dtl twrtd to Modern tnfol'Mltlon sytttMI for 1tcrof H•fne and 
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
(ACCEDE/RECEDE)· 420 

(Bill Nwnber) _ Bl tQ;,7 (, as (re)engrossed): 

Your Conference Committee for HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES 

For the Houae: For the Senate: 

Rep.Porter __ "d'..,..OAJ-... __ _ Senator J. Lee------~'l'P"'""«\! ______ _ 

Rep. Pietsch. _ ____,;;~~A-A-. __ _ Senator R, Brown._----:L(-..,a4-) ______ _ 

Rep.Potter __ ---Vf.,.,._.A..._ __ _ Senator Fairfield _____ ~,.._4)1&..-_____ _ 

✓ recommends that the (SENAT __ CCEDE o) (RECEDE FROM) 

the{sent~ouse) amendments on (SJ@page(s) /gq/ --__ 

✓ and place f:16 103~ on the Seventh order. 

_, adopt (further) amendments as follows, and place ___ on the 
Seventh order: 

_ having been unable to agree; recommends that the committee be discharged and a 
neiw committee be appointed. 

((Re)Engrossed) H6f03'7 was placed on the Seventh order ()fbusiness on the calendar. 

DATE: ~ .3/ I 03 

CARRIER: R,,p, ~ 
LC NO.____ _ ___ of amendment 

LCNO. ---- ____ of engrossment 

Emergency clause added or deleted __ _ 

Statement of purpose of amendment __ _ 
= 

\) (1 &2)LC (3)DESK (4) COMM. 
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RIPORT 01' CONl'IRINCE COMMm&I! (420) 
April 10, 2003 12:22 p.m. 

Module No: HR-11-7321 

IRNl't LC:, 

RIPORTOPCONFEAINCECOMMl1TEE 
HI 1037, • enaroeeecl: Your conference committee (Sena. J. Lee, Brown, Fafrfleld and 

Reps, Porter, Pletsch, Potter) recommends that the HOUSE ACCl!DE to the Senate 
amendments on HJ page 985 and place HB 1037 on the Seventh order. 

Engrossed HB 1037 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 

(2) DESI<, (2) OOMM Page No. 1 
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Hou,e Human Services Committee 

Hou,e BIii Number 1037 

January 14, 2003 

Chairman Price and members of the House Human Services 

Committee, my name 11 Delores Friedt, Coordinator of Services to Birth and 

Adoptive Famlll•• for the ND Department of Human Services. I am 

presenting testimony regarding House BIii 1037 for Julle Hoffman, 

Admlnl1trator of Adoption Services. Ma. Hoffman was not able to be here 

today, since there are two other bllls regarding adoption law that are being 

heard at this time In the House Judiciary Committee. The Department 

supports the pauage of House BIii 1037 related to llcenaure of chlld 

placing agencies. 

To aaslat the Family Law Interim Committee In Its study of adoption 

/'\ law In North Dakota, the Department collaborated with representative• of 

L 

) llcen1ed chlld placement agencies In an Informal work group to review 

adoption law and practice In our state and propose changes to that law. 
The result wa1 six preflled bllls that are being heard In committee this week 

having to do with adoption law. HB 1037 Is one of those and deals with the 

llconIure of chlld placing agencies as found In North Dakota Century Coda 

50•12. 

There are six agencies licensed In North Dakota to provide adoption 

service. Those agencies are Cathollc Famlly Service, Christian Family Life 

Service, LDS Family Services, Lutheran Social Services of Nn, New 

Horlzan's Foreign Adoption Service, and the VHlage Famlly Service Center. 

This bill would affect ther9 agencies, as well as two agencies llcensed to 

provide foster care under thfs chapter - Casey Family Programs and 

P,A.T.H. ND 

1 
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There are seven primary change■ being proposed to NDCC 50•12. 

You wlll find a aectlon•by .. ectlon detall of those changes attached to my 

testimony that I can review for you later. Brlefly, those changes are: 
1) Sections 1 and 13 would further define chlld placement activities. 

This chapter (In section 50•12•17) allows only agencies llcensed 

under this chapter to place a chfld In a family home for adoption 

(with llmlted exceptlona for relatives placing their children dlrectly 

with other relatives). The further definition of child placlng activities 

would preclude facllltatlon of adoptions through the keeping of llsts 

of birth and adoptive parents, making matches of those lndlvlduals 

and connecting them, whlle not providing the range of adoption 

services, without first being llcensed to provide those services In our 

state. 

2) Sections 2 and 3 would extend the possible period of llcensure for 

any agency to not more than 2 years. All of the six adoption 

agencies have been llcensed In good standing for more than fifteen 

years, some for many more than that. Three of the agencies are also 

nationally accredited through the Council on Accreditation (a higher 

standard than llcensure). With this In mind, the Department has 

been moving In the last few years to do a modified llcensure process 

In the odd numbered years for those agencies that are both llcensed 

and accredited ,n good standing. Although we continue to license 

annually as ntqulred by the law, we do the full process only on the 

even numbered years. The Department would Ilka the statutory 

authority to move toward two-year llcenses for licensed agencies In 

good standing. 

3) Section 4 would require the agencies to consider any crlmlnal 

background Information available to them when making a 

recommendation In a home study. NDCC 50•12-03.2 detalls a 

process of obtaining criminal history Information from the ND 

Bureau of Crlmlnal Investigation and the Federal Bureau of 

2 
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Investigation. The agency however, may have crlmlnal history 

lnfonnatlon obtained from other 1ource1 and we belleve all avallable 

lnfonnatlon should be considered when making a home study 

recommendation. 

4) Many of the section, of this blll add language that would make the 

requirements of the chapter equally appllcable to agencies licensed 

for temporary (folter) care and those that are llcen1ed for permanent 

care (adoption). We also propose to change the language to reflect 

the more current terminology of foster care and adoption. 

5) Section 9 would codify a standard under which the adoption 

agencies are currently licensed - that the fees they charge for 

adoption services must be Justified by the agency expanses for 

those same services. It would also make charging excessive fees 

grounds for revocation. 

8) Section 11 and 14 reflect the Department's effort to streamline the 

language regarding denial and revocation by collapsing two sections 

of the statute, NDCC ti0•12•12 and NDCC 50•12•13, and referencing 

NDCC 2842, the Administrative Hearings chapter. Addltlonally, 

section 10 would allow for revocation ff the llcensee violates any of 

the provisions of the chapter. 

7) Section 12 attempts to address the Issue of children who are brought 

Into this state for the purpoa• of guardianship wltho ut appropriate 

provision being made for their health and safety. This change would 

require that persona bringing a chlld Into the state for the purposes 

of guardianship would furnish the Department with written notice, as 

they do now In the case of foster care or adoption. This would not 

pertain to relatives bringing or sending a child Into ND for 

guardianship with another relatlve or to guardianships adjudicated In 

our state. 

3 
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Tht Department WH very Involved In the dllCUHlon Ind drafting of 
thl1 blll and 111ppo,ta a "do pa11" recommendation from thl1 comm1tt11. 

I Would be happy to n,n through the 11C11on• bl,l•Hctlon attachment, or 
to attampt to aftlwer any q111111on, you might hav1 at 1h11 time. 
Addltlonally, Mra. Hoffman WIii mak, ....... ,, av1llabl1 to 1n1w1r any 
queateona of the comm1ttu that I or. other, here today cannot answer, at 
the commlttN1' requ•t. 
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·~, SUMMARY OF PROPO6ED CHANGES TO 

'-- NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE 50-12 

Section 1 We are adding a definition of "placement". In the definition of 11chlld 
placing agency" we are deferring to a general code definition of 
person that also Includes organizations. 

Section 2 We are removing the annual Hcenslng requirement, and specify In 
the following section that a Ucense period may not exceed two 
years. 

SectJon 3 This section specifies that a license may not be Issued for a period 
of more than two years. 

Section 4 NDCC 50-12-03,2 details the specffic procedure whereby crfmfnal 
background lnfonnatlon Is requested from the ND Bureau of 
Crimtnal Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
You will note that In llnes 10-14, the child placing agency Is 
requlred to determne that a home Is not suitable for the placement 
of a chlld If the results of the background check reveal a convtctJon 
of certain crimes. The agency may howeveri have addltlonal 

C' 
crtmlnal history Information available to them that may Influence 
their recommendation regarding the specific famtty. The addition of 
this statement Is consistent with current practice and by statute 
would allow the chlld-placlng agency to consider all crfn~nal 
background check information available to them when making a 
recommendation In' a home study report. 

i Section 5 Replaces the language with the more current terminology of foster 
l and adoptive home (rather than temporary or permanent). 
I 

I SectJon 6 The changes In this section make the duties detailed applicable to I those agencies making adoptive placements as well as those 

I 
making foster care placements. 

Section 7 Makes the duties In this section applicable to those aQendes 
making adoptive placements as well as those maklr1a foster care 

l 
placements. 

i 
Section 8 Makes the duties In this section appl!cable to those agencies { 

l. making adoptlv~ placements as well as those making foster care ' 1 

placements. 

1 
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' Section 9 This Is currently a standard by which adoption agencies are 

licensed and puts Into statute that standard - fees must relate to 
the documented adoption program expenses of the agency, lt 
would additionally. make a violation of this requirement grounds for 
agency llcensure revocation. 

Section 1 o Extends the grounds for revocation to a violation of any of the 
requirements of the chapter, rather than limiting those grounds to 
one section (50-12-03) of 411e code. 

Section 11 We are consolldatlng NDCC 50-12-12 and 60-12-13 and 
referencing NDCC 28·32, the Administrative Hearings chapter. 

Section 12 We are recommending the addition of a reference to guardianship, 
so that the Department would be given notice of proposed 
guardianship arrangements that are being made to place a child 
Into this state. from another state or country. This would not apply 
to situations where a parent (or other relative as specified) Is 
arranging for a guardianship of their child with another relative, or to 
guardianship situations belrig arranged wtthln this state, Our 
concern here Is that we are given notice C'f situations where a child 
Is being Imported Into this state, and adequate assurance for safety · 
and service provision have been made. 

Section 13 NDCC 60-12•17 llmlts those making placements of children for 
adoption to those agencies that are licensed under this chapter, 
The addition we propose to this section will further define adoption 
placement activities. We believe this t would, If enacted, preclude 
"facmtator agencies" - those agencies who maintain lists of 
prospective adoptive parents and birth parentst and make 
"matches" for a fee and wltho1Jt providing any other adoption 
service - from doing so In this state. 

Section 14 This ,s a repeal of this section consistent with the changes 
proposed In Section 11 of this bill. 

1/13/2003 
_ ..... -- Summary of Proposed Changes to NDCC so .. 12, Session Version 
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HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Hou•• B1111037 

January 14, 2003 

Good morning Chairman Price and members of the Hou•• Human Service• 

CommlttN, My name 11 Leanne Johnson and I am employed by Lutheran 

Soclll Service, of North Dakota and serve •• the A.A.S,K. Adoption 

Director. I am providing this written tntlmony to support the pa1aage of 

Houae BIii 1037 related to the llcenaure of chlld placlng agencies. 

The A.A.S.K. program Is a collaborative effort between Lutheran Soclal 

Services of North Dakota, The VIiiage Family Service Center, Cathollc 

Famlly Service and the North Dakota Department of Human Services. 

Turtle Mountain Chlld Welfare and Famlly Services 11 afflllated with 

A.A.S.K. This program Is responsible for the adoption of children with 

special need• who are In the custody of the Department of Human 

Service,. 

I have had the opportunity to be a part of the lnfonnal work group that 

examined this law with the opportunity to provide Input. I support the 

clarlflcatlons, modifications and additions as outlined In this blll and 

belleve that such changes enhance the Integrity of the services a llcensed 

chlld-placlng agency can provide. 

I would Ilka to hlghllght the provisions outlined In Section 2 and 3 of this 

blll. It Is Important to note that Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota, 

The VIiiage Family Service Center and Catholic FamHy Service are all 

currently llcensed chlkt•placlng agencies In good standing with the 

Department and have been for many years. In addition, all three agencies 

are nationally accredited through the Council on Accreditation, which 

provides a higher standard not only for adoption services, but also for all 

Page 1 of2 

- ---- - - t ·· ed t -;,.rl"t t nfor•tton sv-u• for intcrof H111fno end 
aphte hM I on th'• ff lln 1rt accurate raproduction1 of recordt dtl "!~endll~ cf the AMrtctn Nat tonal Stendll"de lnetitutt ~::~~~=- In tht r:Utar courat of bultntt•• Tht ,cr,:--t~or~r:~:.tblt than thf1 Mottet, 1t t1 CM to tht qutltty of tht 

(AIIII) tor 1rcht11tl .,.,.111.. IIOTICEI If thl Ill cf& 1 /4 J; 
-· btlftl 111111111, I M _:\:) , ¥, It) ',g J_ ,Y; I?,$.; I~ C oO Dltt 

o,ieritoris1neturer , ' 
J 



r 
' . 

programs within the agency. The Department apend• a great deal of time, 

energy and expense to facllltate the annual review proc••· Even with the 

current practice of a ''modified'' llcenaure process for agancln In good 
atandlng, there II a great deal of time lnve1ted In this annual proc•••· 
Should concem1 regarding an agency arlaef ■ateguards and procedures 

would remain Intact to authorlle the Department to addres1 any expressed 

concerns. However, ubsence such Issues, I believe a two-year llcense 

period would certainly be appr1,ptiate for all licensed chlkt-placlng 

agenclN In good standing. I do not know If the dollar cost-savings has 

been detalted, but I am famlllar with the workload Issues that Department 

staff strive to meet uch day and am confident In my assertion that the 

propoeed change would greatly a111at Department staff whlle stlll 

preserving the Intent of North Dakota's llcensure law. 

It la also noteworthy to hlghllght Section 4 of this blll. It la the current 

.~ practice of the A.A.S.K. program to consider any crlmlnal background 
1 

··~ ) lnfonnatlon avallable to our adoption staff when making a recommendatlOn 

In a home study. We belleve this Is Just one of many crltlcal components 

we take Into consideration during the adoptive home assessment process. 

This recommendation would codify our current practice and I support such 

a modification. 

L 

In cloalng, I encourage the committee to fully consider this blll and give It a 
0 do pass" recommendation. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

lnfonnatlon on this Important matter. I am available for any questions you 

may have. 

Page 2 of 2 
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Houae Human S.rvlc11 CommlttN 

Hou•• BIii Number 1037 

Chalnnan Price and membera of the House Human Servlc• 

CommlttH. I would Ilk• to offer aome addltlonal Information to the 

teatlmony preaented on thll blll on Tuesday, January 14. 

0 

Regarding ■action 9 - we are attaching the fH schedula of the 

currently Licensed Chlld Placing Agenclu •• are documented In their 

llcen1lng flle. We did contact each agency to verify that these reflect their 

current fH structure and they were given opportunity to updata •• they 

wished. Addltlonally, and aa noted In previous testimony, each program 

verified that they are not oppoaed to the pnctlce of submitting their fee 

1chedu1N and documented program expena• at the time ~ amual 

llcenaure and support the concept that. •• non profit agencies, they 1hould 

not profit from providing adoption HrYlc•· to birth and adopUvt parenta. 

L 

I must comment regarding the Department's Intent In Introducing 

thla change. As I have Indicated, many of the general complaints that I 
receive each week from constituents are regarding th-. high coat of 

adoption services. Hlstorlcally, untll the 1940'a agencies did not charge 

fees for adoption services, but rather accepted donations from adoptlVe .. 
parenta. The Introduction of adoption fen In the 1940'• \\iaa not without 

controversy. Even today, there Is dlsagrHment In the literature about 

whether charging fees for adoption services constitute ubaby buying" and 

much has been written on this topic. ''Adoption and Ethics: the market 

Forces In Adoption" by Madelyn Freundllch notes that the decreasing 

numbers of healthy Infants avallable for placement, the growing belief that 

everything Is a commodity that can be packaged, marketed, and sold at a 

profit, and the ablllty of an Increasing number of affluent young couples 

who are wllllng to pay whatever Is required to satisfy their desire to 

1 
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becomt parenta" hi• accelerated the cOlt d adoption elgnfflcantly ■Inc• 

the 1NO'•· The llttratur1 Indicate• that fNs for an Infant adoption can now 
run from SA,000 to $30,000, with agency adopt10111 In our 1tate c08tlng an 
av,rao• Of $10,000 or more. Our Intent In thl• blll 11 not to regulate the ,_ 

charged by adoption aganclt•, but rather to ,et a tone In thla lfate that 

chlld placing 1hould not be a for-profit bu1l1111• and requiring the agenclN 
to Ju■ttfy their,_, mlnlmally by the expenau they Incur. The commodity 
of thN• aaenclN la not Ilk• other buslness11. Thi• service 11 about the 
placement d chlldren, and finding the famlly that can beat meet that chlld'• 

need■.. I bellev• thl■ mlnlmal ragulatlon regarding ,_ sarvn to protact 

chlldren In this procNs. 

Raaardlng 1ect1on 13, we are submitting proposed amendmenbl •• 

•u111••1ad to provide a numbering structure to this section for ••• of 

under■tanc11,-.. 

I have addltlonally attempted to research the regulation of 

"flcllltator" agencln or Individuate across the stat•. I wa■ not able to 

find any state that regulatH such facilitator agencle1 or lndlvlduals 

Independent of chlld placing agency regulatlon. The Director of the 

Natlonal Adoption Information Clearinghouse Indicates that there are no 

standards for practice that she Is aware of for this type d agency or 

lndlvldual, developed by atatu or by the facllltator's themsalv... Many 

■tatas do however, llmlt chlld placlng or facllltatlng the placement tA a chlld 

to Hcen1ed agencies. MlnnNota, as I have Indicated prevloualy, has a very 

slmllar statute to the one we have proposed. In speaking with my 

counterpart In MN, he Indicated that when that state passed this type of 

statute, the few lndfvlduala who ware doing adoption facllltatlon 

Independent of a chlld placlng agency, soon fonned their own agencies 

and became llcensed, or Joined with already establlshed agencies. 

Callfornla mentions facllltators In their adoption statutes and requires that 

2 
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they regllter their bualneN, poat I bond and follow certain atatutorlly 

••tabll•hed requirement.. Th••• bualne••• however are not regulated In 
any manner and dl1a1tllfled partl• recourae would be to Initiate a clvll 

autt. 

Again, I wish to clarify that the Intent of the Department In Introducing 
the language to this aectlon reflecta the followlng -

• We are defining the current actlvltlel or llcenaed chlld placlna 

agenclN that are operating In our atata. 
• Facllltatora (lndlvlduala or •a•nclea) have carved out a 1peclflc 

activity of chlld placlng and are perforrnlng that activity outalde of 

the provlelona ~ 1h11 chapter Cl.a. NDCC 50•12•03 recp,lrN that the 

appllcanta are "'reputable" and "rHponsl,le", that they are 
••equipped property by training and expertlle" and that they are 
11teou1rdlng the "health, morality and general well•belng ~ the 
children being placed"). 

• We are not proposing that facllltatora be "forbidden", but that u 

they provide thla service, they are regulated under this chapter •• 

are other agencln that provide a slmllar 1ervlce. 

A concern had arlaen that we may be Introducing a non-enforceable 

statute In thla provlllon with regards to out d state facllltators. In a 

discussion with Krlata Andrews, she noted there are legal teats applied 

to out of state buslnu1e1 that provide a product or service In our state 

when determining our Jurisdiction to prosecute such an agency for 

vfolatlona. 

Please contact me If I can provide any further Information. I can be 

reached at 328-4805 and Krista Andrews can be reached at 328 -4034. 
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Prepared by the North Dakota 
Department of Human Servloea 

01/17/03 

PROPOSED AMENDM!NTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1037 

Page 6, llne 19, after "Ne" Insert •.L• 

Paga 5, llne 28, after the period Insert ~ .. 

Page 5, fine 26, after the third ig• Insert •l• 

Page 6, line 26, replace the aecond "place" with e1a. Place• 

Page 5, line 21, replace •.am• wtth '1>, Arrange• 

Page 5, line 28, replace ~• with "Q, Facilitate• 

Pages, Hne 29, repfaoe •advtdft" with •d, Adyertiu" 

Page 5, line 29, after -U,raort Insert -;_• 

Page 5, Hne 29, replace •1<nowa• wfth •(1) Knows" 

Page 5, fine 30, replace • JI" with •: (2) Is" 

Page 5, Hne 30, replace the aecond •t with "t' 

Page 5, line 30, replace •1<nowa• with 11(3) Knows• 

Renumber accordingly 
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Regi■tration ree (non-retuncl&ble)------------------------$200.00 

Adoptive HOiie Study-------•------w------------------••--$2000.00 
($1000.00 i■ due after the first interview-
$1000.00 i■ du• after the final interview) 

Adoptive H011e Study Update (for prior New Horizon■ client■) 

roater care Licenaure study (required for ao•• adoptions) 
-~---~~-----~~~----~~------~--~~---$200,00 

Therft is no fee charged to update client■• h011e studies if their 
init.i.al study ia over a year old, and they still haive not received 
a child. 

Poat-plaa .. ent service• (due 6 J10ntha after placeraent of a child) 
-----------------------------------$700.00 

revised-December 19, 1997 
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nu FOR SERVICES AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

Listed below are tho f• requlrcd in nprd to apeoffto aem~ r'..(luated for adoption NMOtl. fJ revtewln1 
the ree achedule. pteuo determine which lervicos ate neoaaary for your adoption. 1be total amount of'thete 
accumulated aenicea would be tho total f'ee of CFS'• Mmce for your adopdon. The fee f'oran fnfint adoption 
i• s1,000.00. The Servfcea neoe11•ry tor an infant adoption entam Aclopdve Pamily Aaeument. Placement 
Service, and Poat•Placement Follow-up. AU other ~ce, are dependent upon need and will be chqed 
1ccordln,ly. 

Application Pee 
(Paid wl,111 tl,1 appllcatlo11 II ,.,,.,,,_J 

Adoptive Family Aaossment (includes $500 application fee) 
lncludu ollc• YIIIII, law~"' cl,aranw, lntlTYl,w 1a11otu, ,roup 11Ulo11, 1,om, 
visit a1td co,yl1tlo11 of l,om, 1tud)iauu,mnt. (K fee duo at onset or weument and 
remauuna K c1ue at compledoa,) 

Adoptive Family Asseament Update (includes $500 application fee) 
To I>, complmdfor a'""'"" p/tlCIIMllt m a fon,,., CFS adopttw Aom•• 
(ff /HIid Ill O,UI/ of tlUGIIMlfl """ ra,alnlna blilal,c• paid"' to1"plllitJ11.) 

Placement Services 
Plocn,,nt of a clllltl Into ,,,, adoptlwl llom,. (Paid at ,,., thH• of placnt,nt or within two Wlfkr,) 

Post-Placement/Post-Legal Follow-up 
lncluda r,qull'ld po1t-plac1111at vlllti and ongol111 co11t11ct with t/11 agMcy for 1upport and 
/ollow--up po1t-plac•,nl and po,t-1,,al, (Paid,~ ,,,011tM poJt plOCIINtnt/prlor to jlnallz4tlon 
r,port hln1 ,at to tit• /)fpo,'t,Mnt of Humatt &rvlcu.) 

Liaison Services 
Coopaatlve wo1·k Ntwffn agaclu In an a1,nc,-to-a1acy plac,m111t.(Pald prior to placmr111t) 

Interstate Compact 
W,,111 a child II plat:ld out-of-stat .. (Paid prior to actlvolillg 111, /nlmtot, Compact,) 

Birth Parent Counseling and Social Histories and other work toward 
IJentified Adoption 
(Paid prior to t/11 r,quir,d docum,1111 b.lng 1tmt to th, court and otlr,r duignat,d partlu.) 

' 

S 500 

$3.000 

$2,500 

$3,SOO 

$2,500 

$ 500 

S 500 

$ 15/hr 

Report to Court for Interlocutory Decree// a/amity must ltaw th, ,tat, prior to adjudication, $ 1S/hr 
(Paid prior to the r,port bting .sent to the court,) 

Relative Adoption 
Adoption by th, grandpartnt(,), aunt, uncle, or sibling of th, child. (Paid at tll, completion of 
th, Adoptive Family A11usment,) 

Revised: 5/2002 

$2,000 

.J 
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1-16-203 212SPM 

ADOPTION • DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 

LOS Family Serv'°', facllltate Infant Adoptions, Non--dllcl0$$d Designated Adoption• 
(NODA) ■nd Special Needs Adoptions. 

I.M/c EllqU,/llfl( 8tful,.m,nt,a 

Infant Adoption: Couples with fewer than two children can apply for Infant adoption. 
Buie Requirements are as follows: 

1. Be members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, sealed 
to each other In the temple, and have current temple recommends. 

2. Be married at least two year1 and have a stabfe marital relc1tionahip. 
3. Be leas than 46 years older than the child to be adopted. 
4. e. in good physlcal health With a reasonable life expectancy. 
5. Be financl,lty able to care for the chlld. 
6. Be able to clear crfminal background and child abuse registry oheoks as required 

by govemment regulations. 
7. Be able to provide Insurance coverage for adopted children placed with them. 

Additional ltema may be required by government regulations. Couples with moNt than two 
children may be considered for a Non-dfsclosed Designated Adoption or Special Needs 
Adoption. 

Non-cllscloaed Dealgnat;.;d Adoption (NDDA): The ProcMS by which birth parents and 
couples select ••oh othfA through a third-party who Js independent of the agency. It Is 
essential that lut nam,A, addreaeee, phone numbers and other identifying Information 
not M d'-scloaed to blr:th parents or potential adoptive couples. 

If a birth parent learns the adoptive applicant's last name, the placement may not occur 
through LOS FamDy Services. If the adoptive appllcanra leam the bfrth parenf s last name, 
permission from Headquarters wUI be necessary to proceed. 

Special Needs Adoption: Children with specfal needs are over age one, hav,a mental 
or physical challenges, or have experienced abuse/neglect. 

In Non-disclosed Deslghated Adoption and Spooial Needs Adoption there are no 
restrictions based on the number of children already in the home. Basic elfgibllity 
requirements and fees apply. 

Fees 

The minimum fee for an Infant adoption is $4,000. If the gross income exceeds $40,000 
the fee is ten percent of the couple's eornbined gross annual Income as reported on their 
previous year's tax return, not to exceed $10,000. 

Adoption fees are non-refundable and due as follows: 
1. $400 . . . after the application is accepted. 

l 
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Christian Family Life Services 
A Llron11d Ch/Id-Placing Agcnc-y 

203 S. 1• St, F•ao. NI) 51 IOl 
Phone 701-237-4473 Pax 701-2JS .. l703 

EXPLANATION OF FEES AND SERVICES FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILIES 
(2002) 

FM1lllcs who ndopt thtouah CPLS arc expected to pl'Qv1dc compensation for the cost of service~ rcndc-rcd, 
Adoption fees will be as follows: 

Aw,Hcatlon fee: S200 non•rcfundablc 11ppUce1tion processing fee is due with tho ,vrhton appli(l.ition, 

Buie Adaption t'eq, totaling $9,500, as follows: 
l. $3,000 home, assessment fee (non-refundable) for the adoptive home cvnluatlon and education tnctudtd 

ln tho home study process. The first $250 ofthb payment ls du¢ ptlor to the htltinl eroup mcctina and 
the remaining $2,750 i:. due at the I nltlatlon of the lndlvldunl ~tudy meeting~. 

2. $2,500 Is due when the home study ls apprnvcd, at which time the couple l:1 placed on a waiting list to 
be shown to birth parents, This portion of the fee pn;ys for tnolntolnlna the home a:,scssmcnt. 
faclUtadna mcctlncs between blrlh end adoptive parents, supportina ond nctworkin1 with adoptive 
parents, and services to birth parents, which includt: decision-making counseHnt, adoption counscllna:. 
referral services. legal auistnncc In tho consent to ndoptlo~1 nnd tonnlnntion ot' pat0ntnJ ri1ht~, 11nd po.st
plnccmcnt .!lupport services. Thirty percent of this fee mny be rcf\mdcd lf the cou~Jc dccl des not to 
continue to pursue adoptlon through CFLS. 

3, The bnlruu:c of the adoption fee. $4.000. hi due nt the time of plnccmcnt, .Thi, portion of th c f<:c pay3 
for services including: placement services, post•placenicnt supervision and rcpor1s, docun1cutatlon and 
record-keeping, counseling for adoption .. rclatcd issues, arranging and focilitotin1 mcctinQs bctwci)n 
b1r1h Md adopUve famJUcs, preparation oflc&nl documents, scRtch of the MiMosota Father'!: Adoption 
Reafstcy. nnd the agcncy•s role m Jong-tem1 Unison between the bJrth pnrcnts and the adoptive parcnt.g, 

Costs assoclatcd with tho provision of the obovc-m~ntloncd 8crviccs include, but arc not limited t1.l: salnric~, 
office equipment nnd supplies. facl!!ty ient, utiJitios, travel expenses, repairs and mllintenance, bo,Jkkcepins 
and nccountlnQ. secretm·inl services, ndvcrtislna. educational mntcrlnls, ngcncy and staff Uccnsurc, ,;ontinulng 
education of stll IT~ insurance, postacc, and telephone expenses. 

Couples who adopt a child who meets specinl necdR criteria mny opply for some ndoption expense 
reimhursemca}t and/or ongoing asslstnnce from tho chlld's home stntc. 

Buch prrn~r,cotlve ndoptivo couple must be scrcc.ncd by 11 licensed professional through comple!ion of the 
MMPl~2 (Minnesoto Multiphn.111ic Pcnmna!ity lnvctttory 2). The MMPI and any other psyd1ological 
screening or services which lllQ)" be required shall be paid for by the adoptive couple. CPLS cnn provide 
the nume ot' u locnj psychologist to administer the MMPT, or the couple mny choose their own resoul·ce. 

6 '3u.ch fi1n1ily that is apptovcd for adopti\lo pluc::()mcnt will be nskcd lo cn.::otc thdr own picture::: profile bookfot, 
'-,,- 'Wlth four or five color C<)plcs to be mad\'l nvnilnblc, to the birth mothers who nrc in the selection process, The: 

estfnrnted cost for such booklets is SSO lo $75. 

L 
eta del t ed t Modern lnforl!Mltton systlfl'II for mtcrof t lfflh'l9 Ind 

The 1111 crographtc h111gt1 on thl • f I lm are accurate reproductions of reeor t,"':~.ndt~dt of the Affltrl cen Neitf onal Stendl!llrdl lnetitutt 
were ftlMtd In the reaular courH of butfntfHh 1,h!t:ftrr:t~:o~:°f:·re:·l•ofbl• then thh Nottce, 1t Is due to th• qualtty of th• 
Cllllll for ■rchtv1l mlcroftl•• NMICE• I t • <f<:,l /4 
doc ..... being ftl..... l,_,.,M . ~ . ¼ 16 :e51. J2.5., 

, J l?a~ l I r c, Datt 
o,ie,ttorlsinature 
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The Adoption Option INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION PROGRAM 

s soo.oo Realmtton EM 
Registration lnltl•t• the adoption process. Thi, cover• the cost of the lnltlal orientation, Iona distance 
telephone chaf'g•, po,tage, etc. This fee Is non-refundahMJ. ·. 

s 1sa.oo Adoption cro11-eunvr11 Workshop Ett · 
This process ls required. The non-refundable payment Is due prior to attendance at the educational 
Workshop meeting. The workshop ctnters wound Issues retited to cultural awareness, eto. 

$3,000.00 Adoption At•nsrnent Eff 
This prooess e>q>lores your desires In parenthood, personal history, 1treng1hs II lndtviduat, and •• a couple, •• 
well u prer«ences fn adoption. Fees are due at the time appfloatlon materials are completed and returned. 

s 160.00 Placem,ot Fee 
Payable at the time of fonnat placement of a child Into your home. Nat\\iorklng and/or Interstate compa~ 
sefVlces are covered by this fee. 

s 1,200.00 Post Placement support and SuP!fYiston Fee 
This fee covers support and supervision setvices pro\/tded to your tamlly tor the period of sb< months after a 
chlld(ren) joins your tam»y until finallzatfon. Full amount dua at the time of formal placement. This fee Is due 
within 30 days of the bitting date, payable as follows: 

$ 400.00 Payable at placement for the first 60 days 
$ 400.00 For the second 60 days if termination of parental rights does not occur 
$ 400.00 For the third 60 days to flnallzatlon. 

l $ 300,00 Per addltlonal post placement teports required past North Dakota finalization of 6 months (If applicable). 

-
The Adoption Optloa NORTHDAKOTAINFANTAOOPTIONPROGRAM 

$ 500.00 

$2,200.00 
per coupte 

$ 3,000,00 

$4,875.00 

$1,200.00 

Registration Fee 
Registration places out name onto the North Dakota Infant Waling Ust. TiiiS cowrs the cost of 
the lnlHal orientation, newsletters, postage, eto. This fee Is non-refundable •. 

Adoptk>o Preparation and Education Group Fee 
This process is required. The non-refundable payment Is due prior to atte~ance at the 
educational group meetings. Education centers around Issues related to motivation to adopt, 
blrthparent counselklg seMOOs, grief and toss, openness opportuniles, needs of children, cultural 
awareness, e\o. 

Adoption Assessment Fee 
This process explores yaur desires In parenthood, personal history, strengths as Individuals and 
as a couple, as well as preferences In adoption. Fees are due at the time appllcatlon materials 
are completed and returned. 

Placement fee 
This tee covers blrthparent counseling and placement sel'\'k:es. Fees are due at the time of 
fonnal adoptive pla~em~n! 

ppst-Ptacement Support and SypeNiskm Fee 
Thi$ fee fS $U . rt and $Upermion services provided to your famMy for the mandatory period 

· · '--~-~1;,~~.~ ~ ~ 30 days of 

J 
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Tlae Acloptloa Option NORlli DAKOTA IDENTIFIED ADOPTION PROGRAM 

WITH PREGNANCY COUNSELING 

$ soo.oo Boal§ttatlon Eu . . ·. 
Regtstratlon Initiates the adot,tlon process. This ·~vers the cost of the ln"lat orientation. long dlsta"ce 
telephone charges. postage. eto. This fee Is non-refundable. 

$3,000.00 AdopUon Assessment En 
,• 

This process explores your desires In parenthood, personal history. strengths as lndtvlduals and as a 
couple, as wetl as preferences In adoption. Fees are due at the time appHcatlon materials are completed 
and returned. 

$2,2&0.oo e1acement.E11 
This tee covers blrthparent counseling and placement servtces. Fees are due at the time of formal 
adoptive placement. 

,1,200.00 em, ftactmeot support and superytslon En 
This fee covers support and supe,vtslon 8efVfces provided to your farmty for the period of 5'x months after 
a chlld(ren) Joins your family until flnallzatlon. FuH amount due at the time of format placement. This fee ts 
due within 30 days of the bitting date, payabte as follows: 

$ 400.00 Payable at placement for the first 60 days 
$ 400.00 For the secor,ad 80 dav,s If termination ot parental rights does not occur 

· $ 4'00.00 For the third 80 days to flnaUzatlon. 

-
Tlae Acloptloa Option NORTH DAKOTA IDENTIFIED ADOPTION PROGRAM 

WITH NO PREGNANCY COUNSELING SERVICES 

$ 500.00 Registration Fee . . 
Registration Initiates the adoption process. This covers the cost of the l~ltlat orientation. long distance 
telephone charges. postage. etc. This tee ls non-refundable, 

$3,000.00 Adoption Assessment Fee 
·· This process explores your desires In parenthood, personal history, strengths as Individuals and as a 

couple, as well as preferences In adoption. Fees are due at the time application materials are completed 
and returned. 

$ 1 so.00 Placement Fee 
Payable at the Ume of fom1al placement of a child Into your home. Networking and/or Interstate Compact 
services are covered by this fee, 

$1,200.00 Post Placement support and Superylslon Fee 
This fee covers support and supervision services provided to your f amlly ror the period of six months after 
a ohfld{ren) joins your family until flnallzatlon. Full amount due at the time of formal ptacement. This fee Is 
due within 30 days of the bHllng date, payable as fotlows: 

$ 400,00 Payable at placement for the first 60 days 
$ 400.00 For the second 80 da s I 1onnmi1~ru 

..J 

J 
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Tbe Adoptloa Optioa. 

$ 500.00 

$ a.000.00 

$ 800.00 

$1,200.00 

NORTH DAKOTA RELATIVE ADOPTION PROGRAM 

Bmd§traU,>o Eoa · 
ReglstratJon Initiates the adoption process. This covers the cost of long distance telephone charges, 
postage. etc. This fee Is non.refundabfe. 

.• 

Assessment Fee 
The pre-adoptive counseling fee Is payable prior to the first vlsH. This amount paid Is non-refundabCe. 
There ls no gLtarantee of placement of a child. 

etacement flt 
Thb ts for the services of birth parent counseling and placement costs. (This fee wm be waived If this 
service Is being provided by another llcensed child plaang agency). 

Post Placemeot & Support EH 
This fee C()Vers post placement and support services provided to your famlfy after the child joins your 
famUy until finatlzaUon. Full amount due at the time of format placement. This fee Is due wtthln 30 
days of the billing date, payable as follows: 

$ -100.00 Payabfe at placement for the first 60 days 
!
1

;, · $ ,400,00 For the second 60 days If tennlnation of parental rights does not occur 
t $ -100.00 For the third 60 days to flnallzitlon. . 

( , ... t ~lW. -thlu ,.,., ... -,_ • .._, ......... ,,., 1 .. ,_.,_, u.UI i.- ML.•~---'-~ - -•, ~· .... , . , . • 1 

$ 600.00 

$ 750.00 

$3,000.00 

~ 150.00 

$1,200.00 

INTERSTATE ADOPTION PROGRAM 

Reahrtnltioo En 

-

Registration Initiates the adoption process. ms covers the cost of the Initial orientation, long distance 
tetephone charges, postage, etc. This fee ts non-refundable. · 

Adoption &,oss-Cuttyral Workshop Fee 
This process is required. The non-refundable pa~ment Is due prior to attendanc.• at the educational 
Workshop meeting. The workshop cent~ around Issues retated to cultural awareness, etc. 

Adoption Assessment Fee 
This process e><plores your desires In parenthood, personal history, strengths as individuals and as a 
couple, as weH as preferences In adoption. Fees are due at the time application materials are completed 
and returned. · 

Placement Fee 
Payable at the time of formal placement of a child Into your home. Networking and/or Interstate Compact 
services are covered by this fee. 

Post Placement Support and supervision Fee 
This fee covers support and supervision services provided to your family for the period of six months after a 
chlld(r<3n) joins your family untll finalization. Full amount due at the time of formal placement. This fee Is due 
within 30 days of the ~llllnu date, payable as follows: 

' • I t 1 • ! l ' ~ • - ., I~ · I ' ) 1-- • ' • ' • { l 
~ l . ,,,, .. t • . - ~1 ,. - • I • ~ .}' f • ' } • " ' ♦ .t;, It ' 1·"4 ' I ' - • \ ' .J.,- , ... ., • • ' • .·~ .\- .... ' • • • • 
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-
The .A.doptloo Optloa OUT OF STATE IDENTIFIED ADOPTION PROGRAM 

$1,200.00 tnltlation of pregnancy coun,eHng . 
Thia la paid at the time of requested service from The Adoption Option. Fee fr1oludes 
pregnancy counseling services delivered to the birth famUy. ,• 

$1,600.00 Placement Eu 
Payable at the tlmP of formal placement of a child into your home. Fee Include& 
contacts With the adoptive famUy, attomey(s), Guardian ad Utem to child, state of court. 
It Includes birth parent eounaeHng, securing the proper documents for placement and 
distributing them as required by North Dakota Law. 1t atso includes preparation of 
Interstate compact papers to both states, contacts with those personnel. and adoptive 
placement of the ehltd. 

1.5% monthly or 18% annual rate of Interest wlH be charged on any remaining balance not received 
within the 30 days of the bllllng date. 

Disclosure o,l6ddltJonal Adoption-Related Expanses: 

Legal expenses for birth parent tennlnatlon of parental rights. 
Expenset; related to the birth and medical care for the blrthmother and child may be requested and are 
negotlaLle with the birth family. 

Post legal finatlzatlon services, such as, postage for exchange of communication, etc .• are separate 
fees for which you will be responsible. · 

In the unlikely event that a blrthparent should petition the court to vacate the order terminating parental 
rights, you, the adoptive parents, will be responsible for legal fees regarding this action to protect the 
pennanence of the adoption. 

We acknowtedge that we have read and understand the fees related to our adoption proc9ss. 
The Adoptf on Option cannot guarantee phacement of a child or a time by whioh a child will be 
placed. We agree to the provisions as sbted above. 

Adoptive Applicant 

Address 

Social Worker 

. ~-.......... ___ .__ .. __ ...,_ 

Adoptive Applicant .., 
• 

City State Zip Code 

Date 

F:\PRUSERS\AOOPTfONIAdoptlon\Forms & Handoots\Fees\Fees - lntetstale.doc 
Rev. 2•13-02 

The "'~1~~•f11\f•o-• on thfl fflm are eceurete reproductfons of retor~ d49lfvered to ;odfrn Information systetn11 for ,nfcrofflmfno and 
Wirt n t • res,uler courae of bullntH. 'fht photOQl'aphlc proctu Mtttt 1tenct.rdt of the Al\'lerfc1n Natfon.l stal'MM!rdl Jnttftutt i.~••> for~•rchfvel microfilm. NOYICEI If the ff lifted fMGt -~·,.le•• letfblt thin thft Notice ft,. due to the Hllllfty of tht _..,..I -1na IIIIIINI, I 1M % 
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NORTH DAKUTA LONG-Tf.RII CAM OIIBUDIMAN PIIOGMII 

....._, L. Funk. Statt Long Term C.. Ombudanan.- RIIPC)nllble for PR>Vking teotii'tfcll 111lan01 to 
au Regional Ombudlmen. RIIPC)nllble tor wttlrlg yearly p(0f)OIII for h VISTA Prog,am and .. 
Supe,vllOf' of VISTA program. AJ10 proYfdel dirlld NN"-' to l'Nldlntl d Nurting Fdtlol. swtflg . 
Bede, Ba8'c c .. Fldlttitl and Antlted Living 1P1cUttlell In the ten countlel lnolUded In thl Ww. Centrw 
Hwnan 8eMce Centw Region wh6oh Induct. me countlel t#. Buftelgh, Emmonlt Grant. kidder, Mollln. 
Mtrolr, Morton, Oher, Sheridan, and Slou>' .. One VISTA member ... ,. the stat. Long Term 0.. 
Ombudlman. 

Bryan Ft'9dricbon, Regfonal Ombudlman. •-Regk)nl V and Vt~ lndudls the countiee d ea., 
Ranlom, Rlchtand, Sawvent, Steele, Tral, S.'MI, otdcey, Foew, Griggl. ~. login, Mcfntoeh, 
Stutlman, and Welti. Thi• Rflgfonat Long Term Care Ombudtman'1 fufltlme poeftlon •IO ll'MJMJe 
~ and training d Vofooteer CcmMunity Ombudlman. One VISTA member lllllta In Reglonl V 
andvt 

Km Lodcer-.a.wten Regfonal Ombudlmln for Regk)nl m and rv, ~ lndudel the countJee d 
Benion, eav•. Eddy, Rameey, Raette, Towne,, Grand Fotb, Nelaon, Pembina, andW•\ Thlt 
Regtona.l Ombudlman poaHk)n 11 haff time, M Ml. Heftlln le alto c-.-. Coordtnator for Region Ill. One 
VISTA membet 1111• tn Regkn UI and rv. 
~ Wllffan.--Regfonal Ombudlman for Regk)na I and H, ~ lndudel the COUf1tlel d DMde, 
Mcf<fnzNt. WMlaml, fto«tf,_,,, Burke, Mc,Henty, MountralM. ~ Renvle. and Ward Thfe Regfonal 
Ombudlman 11 .,., half time. one VISTA member ..... In Regkn f and II. 

I{·, 
I } 

Marte J111ar-Regfonal Ombudlrnan for Region VUI, wt1'ch tnctudle the countiel d Adami, Billfnga, 
BcMrnan. Dunn, Golden v_,. Hetttnger, SkJpe, 8hd state. Thia RIQlonal Ombudlman tta part time, • 
he It lflD the Regfonal Aging Sefvfole Prog1■11 Admfnlwtlator fnr 1M 9'ght CCM.lntiN. 

I 

l 
I 

L 

Volunteer Commurcty Ombudlman-Pre•ntiy ther9 .. 70 Vdunte.- Community Om~ "'8ced 
In Lano-Term c.. F.afftiee throoghout the .... Supervtalan ard adv.ad b-anlng "the vollllteera 
becomel the reepontU~tlty d each Regional Ombudlman. 

Tht mlcrotraphtc tineges ori thta ft l111 era accurate reproducttona of reoorde dol tver~ to Modern lnforma1tton Nsv::en11l f:{ ~r:!f :mf~t~~ 
wer• fllNd In the reaular courH of butfntH, The photo0rephfc proce11 meet• etandardl of the Amer can • ona • r I'll 
(ANSI) for archival mfcrofflm, NOTICE, If the ff\Nd tinege abpve ta lest ltttble then thl• Notice, tt ta due to the quality of tht 

doc_,t being fflNd.,½_~ ~ % r ~ .J /{J /4 tb:.. 
iiMt~nature~ ~ Date J 
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' ' ' ' 50·12-17. Penalty. 

1, A per.on may not place or cause to bt plaoed any ohlld In a family home for adoption 
without a llcenee to do ao from the depMrtment of human service,• except that a parent, upon 
giving written notice to the department, may place the parent's child In the home of th• 0hlld11 
grandparent, unole, or aunt for adoption by the pel'lo~, 
re~lvlng the chltd, The child must be considered abandoned if proceedings for the adoption or 
guardianship of the ohlld are not lnttlated by such relative wlthln one year following the date of 
notice of placement. A person who violate, thla chapter le guilty of a cl••• C felony, 

2. For purpose• of this section, 110 place or cause to be placed" means to place_ 
a. Place ohlld for adoption; 
b. Arrange or provide for short-term foster oare for a ohlfd pending an 

adoptive placement; 
o. Facllftate placement of a child by maintaining a 11st In any form of birth 

parent• or prospective adoptive parents; or , .~ 
d. Advertise In any public medium that the persort. knows of a 

child who Is available for adoption; 
(2) Is wtfllng to accept a ohlld for adoption; or 
(3) Knows of prospeotlve adoptive pcre,,ts of a child. 

The 111fcro,reiphfc fNgte on thfa f flm •r• ac..:urate r&productfon• of records delivered to Modtrn lnforll'lltton Systtnlll ior 111f crofHrntno and 
were fflMtd fn th• reoular cour.e of butfneaa. The photoerap,tc proceH ,11Hta atandardt of the Anlerlcen National Stendlrdt lnetttute 
(ANSI) for archfval 111fcroftl111, NOTJCSI If the ftl111ed , .... ,. •v• ,. \tll le,tblt than thl• Notice, It la due to the quality of the 

document being ff lllltd, .~~ ~ ~ 1 
I ~~:k') ~! ~ ~ ltJ/4: iJL. 
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Prepared by TaLisa Nemec 
for the Senate Human Services Committee 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. I 037 

Page l, remove Ii nes 16 through 2 t. 

Page l, Une 23. replace "temporaty" with ''.f2§.w'\ replace"~" with "ad2ptlye0
, and 

after ''.£w:Q11 insert "until an ad2ption is flnaUzed" 

Page 2, line 3, remove 0
- AdQptlon placemen¢ facllltator " 

Page 2, Une 4, remove "re.alstratlou" 

Page 2j line 5, remove" The department of human services shalt register. on fQrms prescribed 
.llli!" 

Page 2, remove line 6 and 7 

Page S, line 23, after the first comma insert "sibUna", after "aunt" insert ", or the parenf s aunt or 
~'' 

Page 5, line 25, remove". A" 

Pag•~ 5, remove line 26 

Page 5, Hne 27, remove " person is a facilitator registered with the department 
of human service§, " 

Page 5, tine ?.9, after "adQption" insert a semicolon and remove ".Qt..!Q0 

Page 5, line 30, after "placement" insert ".Lf aci1itate plar.ement of a ehild by maintaining a list ht 
any form of birth parents or prospective ~doptive parentsi or advertise in any pubH~ m~dium that 
the person knowr. of a child who is available for adoption, is wHling to accept a child for 
~,tion. or knows of prospective adoptive parents of a child" 

'' _,_;..,' -·';';--::.J: .. ; 

Yh• 111fcroorephf c fmgea on thf• ffl111 artt accurate reprocb:tf ons of records detfvered to Hodern tnforrnetfon svstenie for 111lcrofflmlno find 
wer• f flMld In th• reoul•r courae of butfnttt, 1'ht phototrlf,lhtc proceaa mttts attnderdt of th• Amtrfun N1tfON1l St1ndardt Jnetftutt 
(AMSJ) for 1rchfv1l mfcrofflm. NOTICES If the fflllitd ... ,. eb:ov• fl, ••• letfbte than thf• Notfce, ft fl due to the (f.lllftv Of tht 
,__ being ff htld, I :M 0, ~ 1 /4 _n ti1 (k', r ~ It) 'a /t4 

~o~nature~ '- Datl'l 
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Setnate Human Services Committee 

Engrossed Hou,e BIii Numvvr 1037 

Chalnnan Lee and members of the House Human Services 

Committee. I would llke to offer some addltlonat Information to the 

testimony presented on this blll on Wednesday, February 28th. 

I have attached an amendment requested by the committee that 

addresses the concerns of the adoptive parent who was In attendance at 

the hearing last Wednesday. Wo have defined that "placement'' as It Is 

used throughout the chapter, extends only to the point of adoption 

flnallzatlon. As I Indicated on Wednesday, the chlld•placlng agew.cy has no 

authority to follow a case after the flnallzatlon of the adoption. 

It Is my understanding that the committee Is considering a change to 

the llstlng of relatives In section 12 of tho Engrossed BIii (pago 5, llne 23). 

There are addltlonal sections of the code that have slmllar llstlngs of 

relatives as It pertains to adoption that would also need to be changed If 

there Is to be consistency across the statute. Sections of the Code that 

address this Issue Include, but may not be Umlted to: NDCC 14•15 (the 

Revised Uniform Adoption Act), NDCC 14-10-05 (the chapter on Minors) 

and NDCC 14•13 (the Interstate Chlld Placement Compact). Please note 

that It Is my understanding that the Interstate Compact may not be 

unllaterally changed by one s~te. 

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me at 

328-4805, 

Submitted by: Julie Hoffman, Administrator, Adoption Services, 3/3/2003 

1 

d del fvered to Modern Information systems for microf flmfno and 
Th• micrograph to hneiges on thf a ft lm are accurate hep~tt~t of r::~: 111eeu aunderds of t~e American Hatf onal Standards tnttttutt 
were fHmed In the reoular courae of blJtinelfHt,h Tft~.;;rt:a•r~~:: ts leH legible than this Mottet, U fs due to the quaUty of tht 
(ANSI) for archival mtcrofilm, NOTICEt e /? ~- /4 
dacUMt\t belnt fllfflld, _I,.,~ ::Ir {ii; It> ;:>!. d):J.., 

, 1 {?a S-: ) ~r, Date 
0pe,-i:itor a Sgnature . J 
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',~ Prep&red by the North Dakota 

Department of Human Services 
02/28/03 

L.. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1037 

Page 1, llne 23, replace "temporary" with "foster''. replace "permanent" with "adoptlveH, 
remove "1" and after "care" Insert 1

\ until an adoption Is finalized." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 

The mfcroaraphfo fNgea on thf• fflm •r• 1ccur1tt reproductions of rteords delfvered to Modern lnformetlon Syattlll" for 111lcrofllmfno and 
were ffltned fn th• reot1l1r course of butfMH. The piotoaraphlc proteH 111eeu 1tandtrdl of the AMertcan Nationtl Stendet'dl Institute 
(ANSI) for trchfv•t mfcrofflm, NOTICE• Jf the filmed fmeoe tb.ove 11 tee, lettble than this Notice, It I• due to the quelfty of th• 
doelllltnt befno ff lllltd. f~ ~ /} ~ 1 

YI ~~ '.f:,J r e, It) /4 Jl:J. 
~Sgneture'1/ ~ Date J 



r 

L 

Attaohment to TNtlmony of 
Julle Hoffman, Admlnl1tr1tor, Adoption Service, 

HouH B1111037 

Sl!CTION 13. AMENDMENT. Section 50-12· 17 of the North Dakota Century Code Is 

amended and reenaoted as follows: 

SU-12•17. Penalty. No A person may not plaoe or oauae to be placed any child In a 

family home for adoption without a lloense so to do so from the department of human 

servloea except that a parent, upon giving written notloe to the department, may plaoe 

his or her own tho parent's ohlld In the heme of the child's grandparent, unole, or aunt for 

adoption by the person receiving the child, The ohlld must be oonsldered abandoned If 

proceedings for the adoption or guardianship of t',e ohlld are not Initiated by suoh 

relative within o,,e year followlng the date of notice of placement. iwfY A person who 

violates aAy p~e¥1eleA IA this chapter Is guilty of a olass C felony. For purposes QfJbi.l 
seotion. *to place or oause to be placed" means to place a child tor adoption: arrange or 
mgyl<Jg for short-t1rm foster oare for a ohlld pending an adoptive placement: faollltate 
placement of a ohUd by maintaining a 11st In any form ot birth parents or orospeotlye 
adoptive parentsi or advertise In any publlo medium that the person knows of a ohlld 
who lg avallabte for adopt1on1 Is wllllng to aooept a child for adoption, or know of 
prospeot/ve adoQtlve parents of a ohHd. 

. . 

The Mfcrographfc ttnagea on this ft lm 11re accurate reproducttOl'ls of recol'dt del tver~}o _!ode1rnthlnf.~1~; ::~1[;:l 1:{.~~;f :~~t= 
were fHl!lld tn the regular courH of botfnets, The photographfc prootH MHt• atamiarUlf o • NJIU 1 h 
(ANSI) for archfval rntcrofftm. NOTICS: If the fflmed fNa• ab.ove I• lua Leotble than thfa Notice, tt ta due to the (IUflltty o t • 

-• 1,e1,,. mllld. ~ ~ ~,/11/•~v,,j ltJ/4tb.1, 
~t~nature "r .· •'- Date 
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Christopher T, Dodson 
Bxec:ullve Director and 
Oetteral Coun~I 

To, 
From, 
Subject, 
Date, 

Senate Human Services Committee 
Linda Jaeger, ChHd Welfare Supervisor for CatlloUo Family SerYlc~ 
House BUJ 1037 .. ChUd PJaoing Agencies 
Ft,bruary 26, 2003 

Chalnnan Lee and members of the Senate Humlin ServJces Committee, my name 
is Linda Jaeger, and I am the Child Welfare Supervisor for Catholic Family 
Service. I am here today on behalf of the North Dakota CathoJic Conference aud 

Catholic Family Se.rvices to support to House BUI 1037 relating to Ucensure of 
ohild-placing agencies, with the exception of the sections referring to 0fac1Htators''. 

For the most part, House B111 1037 is part of positive and contJnuous effort to 
improve the quality of adoption services in North Dakota, Current licensing 
requirements are good and provide safeguards for chUdn,n and femiHes, 
However, the current bUJ does not addres~ problems related to the activJties of 
adoption facilitators in the state. 

< 
Adoption facilltators maintain Usts of possible birth parents and pro11pective 

adoptive parents and sometimes provide a "matchln~ servlce0 for these persons. 
These faciUtators are not ourrently licensed by the state andt acti11g upon the 

desire.sand desperation of prospective parents, will sometimes charge extrerntly 
high fees for a minimal service. 

In the past year/ I have worked wlth two adoptions which involved facilitators. 
The scope of service provided by the facilitator was limlted to pi·ovidin~; the 
families and birth parents with each other• s names and identlfyi ng information and 

the name. of an adoption agency ill the state to assist them with the adoption 
process. If needed, the facilitator also assured the birth parents that this 
prospective adoptive couple would provide for hel' finallcial needs. Our ageucy 

assisted both families in adoptive placement, providing birth parent counseling and 
appropriate paperwork for their .attorney. The facilitator provided no other service, 

support, or f ollowwup and charged e.xorbitant fees to both faniilies for this "name 

exchange". 

< W, Broadway, Suhe 2 
_.,Jarck, ND 58501 

Adoption is a very emotional journey. Adoptive couples often go through year5 of 

infertility issues and when the possibility of a child placemtmt finally occurs, they 
are often desperate to do wl1atever they are told js necessary. They Me vulnerable 

L 

(701) 223-?.5 I 9 
1-888-419-1237 
FAX# (701) 223-6075 

.. 

The 111fcrooref)hto tmegea on thts f Um are accurate reproducttona of reco1•dt del tv•r~....l~o Iode,rnthln~rn;-,tct:; :r:f:l f:r:J:~:!' :~rrt= 
w.r• ft llllld fn th• reoul•r course of butfnees, The photoorept,fc p1·04tH meets •tl'IOW4lrUII o • l 1 f h 
(A#II) for 1rehfv1l mtoroftlm, NOTIC!i If the filmed t111e1• eb:ove ta lea• l~r,lblt then thf• Nottoe, tt ta due to the que tv O t • 

>--1 ~ ,c JC, {(.) ~ docUNnt bofnt ftlNd, I ~ ~ ~ 1 JA/2 J;;;.,_ 
6jientor.'2neture ~ '- Date 

.J 

,J 



If 

CJ 

i 

iO 

• 
Senate Human Services Committee 
Page2 
February 26, 2003 

and some persons will take advantage of the couple in these circumstances. Bird• parents, who are 
also at a vulnerable time In their life. see adoption placement as a possible answer to the decisions 
they must make, However, they do not usually ge.t to the core of their decision making until they 

connect with a licensed chlld .. placing agency wJth properly trained professionals who will nssist 
and counsel them through thfs process. FaoiUtators cannot provide this servke. What mf n.lmal 
services are provided for members of the adoption triad are done with 110 assurance of regulation 
or accountability, 

FaclHtator re'1sttation in North Dakota will not address the potential abuse$ by facHitators, 
Considering that the actions of faciUtators raise tht question of whether facilitators should even be 

aJJowed to operate in North Dakota absent the safeguards provided through lit·ensed child-placing 
agench,s. it seems premature to sanction their activities through registration. Since HB 10~7 
contains no restrictions on faciHtators, but only the blessing of registration, the cu?Tent biJJ amounts 
to an invitation to facilitators to come to North Dakota, Considering the problematic history of 
(acllitatlon, this seems counterproductJve to the goaJ of making adoption more affordable and 
sin1pler. House Bill 1037, as introduced, addressed the question of facilitat,,rs and provided some 
safeguards to prevent abuse, 

Neither Catholic Family Service nor any other adoption ngency has anything lo gain or Jose by the 

practices of cdoption facilitators. The bi~ parents and prospef.tive adopting parents, howevet, 
can lose ... and have lost .. _ precious re~ources due to the practices Clf fociUtators, When famUics 
pay more than is necessary for matching services, the faml!y and the udoptcd chlld lose money at :t 

time when jt is very much neede.d. 

J wou]d tnt·ourage a "do pass",rec◊mmendation for House Bill 1037, withvut the inclusion of the 
"faciliwtor'· elements, J would be happy to answtr any quc.sttons you may have at this time. T11ank 
you. 
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50-12-13. Appeal from dental or revocation or lteense. 

There shall be an appeal from any decision of the department of human services denying an 
application for a license to conduct a child-placing agency or revoking a license. Such appeal 
must be taken in the manner provided Jn chapter 28-32. 

Sourees S.L. 1923, ch. 162, § S; 192S Supp.,§ 5099c5; R.C. 1943, § 50-1213; S.L. J9Sl, 
ch. 289, § to. 1957 Supp.,§ 50-1213. 

C 2.002 Tho State orNorth Dakota and Matthew Bender & Company, Inc,, 1 member or tho Le,dsNexls Oroup. All rights reserved, Use or this 
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First Engrossment : HB 1037 

Senate Human Services Committee 2- 26-03 

Good Morning Chairperson Lee and members of the Senate Human Services Committee. 

My name la Susan Grundysen. I am a licensed, olfnlcal soctal worker employed by The 

VIiiage FamUy Service Center. Our programt The Adoption Option, .. is a coUaboration 

~tween The VIiiage and Lutheran Social Service of ND providing pregnancy counseling, . 
adoption services, and search and disclosure services. Both agencies are licensed child

placing agencies by The ND Department of Human Services. I am here today to provide 

testimony reoommandlng changes for clarification to HB 1037. 

HB 1037, In Ifs current form Is proposing mostly positive changes, except fOr one. The 

House Human Services Committee has made changes to this bill relating to defining the 

services of a 11FacHltator'. Factrltating servtces arEt defined separate from licensed child 

placing agencies, both of which are to be overseen by the ND Department of Human 

Services. Yet, this bill does not allow the OHS to regulate facllltating servtces, nor does ft 
prescribe any standards of practice for facilitators. 

The concem over omitting such relevant data is that any person, once registered with 

DHS, may charge a fee and exchange names between pregnant persons and potential 

adoptive Individuals, deliver no other services, and take no responslblllty In any 

preparation or outcomes. There is a significant danger to the ND public when a 1acHitator' 

from CA or a local physician also acting as a "facilitator' decides they want to begin 

advertising their services. With no ethical standards Jn place, their motivation comes into 

question, altruistic or financially based? There have been many nationwide publicized 

-horror stories" where the negative outcome for all parties was related t~ poor ethics by a 

facilitator. More so, the "facilitator" becomes an extra middle-man. There is no need for 

this middle-man "facilitator' position. The matching type services between birth farThlies 

and adoptive families already occurs through the people themselves or the Licensed Child

Placing Agency Involved in working with the parties. 

our agency has experienced a couple situations in which poor practice by facilitators 

_) resulted In a negative experience for the cllentele Involved. 
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One auoh experience Involved a ND birth mother who contacted an out of state facilitator 

who .. matched• her with adoptive parents, the facilitator promJslng the adoptive parents 

would be open to communicating after the placement. The Facilitator also told this birth 

mother she would be reaponalble for reimbursing the adoptive famUy expenses for the feel 

they've encountered 10 far If the BM changed her mind about pladng her child. Although 

our agency rea11ured the birth mother this atatement .waa untrue. the birth mother felt 
" Intimidated. Once the formal placement occurred, the adoptive parents.refused any further 

contact with the birth mother. The facilitator refuaed to help the birth mother reaolve the 

lituatlon. 

A second experience Involved a ND potential adoptive family who paid $2,000 to a 
-

.. locltor' aka ~cllft6tof for the name of a birth mother who was pregnant. The potential 

adoptive family. with the aaslatanoe of our agency, connected this birth mother to an 

agency In her state that could provide counseling and asalatance to her In her pfannlng·for 

the baby. 

) I encourage you to remove the establishment & definition of "Facilitators" within the state of 

ND. If your constituency fully understood the ethical ramifications of this e>dra step In the 

adaption ~. this extra fee, I am positive they would oppose such a change. 

I want to thank the Committee for their time, and strongly encourage removal of the section 

defining 61acllttator', but support all other sections of HB 1037. 
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Senate Human Service, CommlttN 

Hou•• BIii Number 1037 

February 21, 2003 

Chairman LN ind member• of the Senate Human Service• 

Committee, my name I• Krlltl Andrew,, Attorney for th• Legal Service• 

Dlvlelon tor the ND Department of Human Servlo••· I am here to preMnt 

the teatlmony of Jull• Hoffman, Admlnl1trator of Adoption Service, for the 

Department. Ma. Hoffman la unable to be,-,. today, alnoe there are two 

other adoption related blll• being heard In other committee• at thl• time. 

The Department 1upporta the paauge of Engroaaed Houu BIii 1037 

related to Hoenaure of ohlld plaolng agenclee, with the exception of the 

amendment of the Houae related to "facllftator aervfcea". 

To •••lat the Famlly Law Interim Committee In It■ study of adoption 

law In North Dakota, the Department collaborated with representative, of 

llcenNd chlld placement agenclu In an Informal work group to review 

adoption law and practice In our state ind propose changes to that law. 

The reault waa alx preflled bllla that are being heard In thl• seeafon having 

to do with adoption law. HB 1037 la one of thou and deals with the 

lfcenaure of chlld placlng agencle1 aa found In North Dakota Century Code 

50-12. 

There are alx agencies licensed In North Dakota to provide adoption 

service. ThoN agencies are Catholic Family Service, Christian Famlly Life 

Service, LDS Family Services, Lutheran Soclal Services of ND, New 

Horizon•• Foreign Adoption Service, and the VIiiage Family Service Center. 

Thia blll would affect th••• agencies, as well •• two agencies licensed to 

provide foster care under this chapter - Casey Family Programs and 

P.A. T.H. North Dakota. 
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Enr,roaHd HouH BIii 1037 provide• for 1lx primary ohanae• to 

NDCC 50-12. Briefly, thON ohangea are: 

1) Section• 1 and 13 would further define ohlld placement aotlvltl••· 

Thia chapter (In aeotlon 50-12-17) allow• only agencl•• llcenHd 

under thfa chapter to place a ohlld In a family home for adoption 

(with llmlted exception• for relative• piecing their children dlreotly 

with other relatlve1). A.a orlglnally crafted (prior to the Hou• 

amendment) the change• we propoud to theM NCtlona reflected a 

dealre to: 

• Define the current and hl1torloal 1ctlvltle1 of chlld plaolng •• 

performed by agencl•• lfcenNd under NDCC 150-12, and 

• Require that "faollltator0 or ••matohlng" •rvlcea be performed by 

•a•nc•• llcenNd under thl• chapter aa a chltd-ptaclng agency. It 

la the Department'• perspective that "facllltatora,. have carved out 

a 1peclflc activity of chlld placing that ha• tradltlonally been 

performed by llcensed agenclea providing adoption service, and 

are now performing that activity oUtllde of the provisions of this 

chapter or any atandard of practice. Such Nrvlce providers have 

been at the heart of aome of the mo1t egreglou1 case• natlonally 

and have acted Inappropriately 11 cases affecting ND famllles. 

We believe that the amendment passed by the House, lnatead carves 

out facllltator service, as a distinct aervlce and not a part of traditional 

chlld piecing servlcee. It further makes the Department responsible to 

register theH service providers, but gives no standard of practice nor dou 

It provide the department with the ablllty to regulate these service 

providers. It, In essence, provides that we validate providers of such 

service• through a registration process, and then authorl:zes no oversight 

of such agenclee, no standards of practice, and provides no ablllty tQ 

regulate these agencies or to revoke or deny reglstratlone. 
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The Department 11 made aware of facllltatlon 1ervlc• provider, when 

there have been problem• related to their Involvement In 1n adoption 

Involving ND re1ldenta. Let me dlacrlbe brlefly two very recent 1ltuatlon1 

that have arlNn lnvofvlna faollltator 1ervlo1 provider• operating In our 

atate. 

In the flr1t 11tuatlon, a ND birth parent d11lrlng to place her ohlld for 

adoption wu matched with an Eaat Coa1t family through a facllltator 

Mrvloe In a third 1tat1. The family, who ha• paid upward• of $15,000 for 

thl• "match" w11 not fully Informed by the facllltator agency of the 

compllcatlona of a federal law that applle1 to the adoptive placement of thf• 

ohfld with a famlly of • different race. Thia .complloatfon may make an 

adoptive placement lmpo1alble In thla situation and ha• been 

heartbreaking for those Involved. In the aecond situation, a ND famlly h11 

accepted a referral of fore,gn-born children from an agency that Is 

reglatered In another atate to provide facllltator aervlcea. It now appears 

that thl• agency h11 overstepped lta authority, both In taking custody of 

the• children In another country and In attempting to make a placement of 

theH chlldren Into a famlly home. The steps that wm be neceuary to 

correct the problem• In this cau and allow the children to be placed legally 

In thl• home wlll llkely cost the famlly In both time and money, 11 well •• In 

emotlonal anxiety. 

In summary, regarding facllltator service provision, the Department 

requests that thla committee reinstate the language of HB 1037 related to 

child piecing activities (section 13) and remov•• the House amendments 

related to facllltator services (sections 1, 2 & 13). If the committee does not 

wish to reinstate the orfglnal language, the Department would stlll request 

this committee remove the amended language related to facllltator service. 

The orlglnal language of section 13 Is attached for your review. 
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2) Section, 2 and 3 would extend the po11Jble period of llcenaure for 

any agenoy to not more than 2 yeara. All of the 1lx adoption 

1gencht1 llcenHd In North Dakota have been Uoen1ed In good 

atandlng for more than flftHn year,, 1ome for many more than that. 

ThrN of the 1genole1 are 1110 natlonally aooredlted through the 

Counoll on Aooredltatlon (1 higher atandard than llcen1urt). With 

thl• In mind, the Department ha• been moving In the la1t few year, to 

do • modified llcen1ure proo•• In th• odd numbered year• for tho·n 

agenole1 that are both llcenNd and accredited. Although we 

continue to Ileen• annually•• required by th• law, we do the full 

proce11 only on the even numbered yur1 for thoN 1genofe1. The 

Department would Ilk• the 1tatutory authority to move toward two

year Ileen•• for lloennd agenolea In good 1tandlng. 

3) Section 4 would require the agencies to consider am crlmlnal 

background Information available to them when making a 

recommendation In a home atudy. NDCC 50-12-03.2 detalla a 

proce11 of obtaining orfmlnal hlatory Information from the ND 

Bureau of Crlmfnal lnveatlgatlon and the Federal Bureau of 

lnve1tlgatlon. The agenoy however, may have crlmlnal hlatory 

Information obtained from other 1ource1 and we believe all available 

Information ahould be considered when making a home study 

recommendation. 

4) Many of the sections (6, 7 I 8) of this blll add language that would 

make the requirements of the chapter equally appllcable to agencies 

licensed for temporary (foster) care and those that are licensed for 

permanent care (adoption). We also propose to change the 

language to reflect the more current termlnology of foster care and 

adoption. 
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S) Section 10 and 13 reflect the Department'• offort to 1treamlln• the 

language regarding denlal and revocation by ooll1palng two notion• 

of the etatute, NDCC 50-12•12 and NDCC 50-12•13, and referencing 

NDCC 2•32, the Admlnlatratlve Agenc,le1 Practice• Act. 

Addltlonally, aeotlon t would allow for revocation It the lioen
vlolahta any of the provlalon• of the chapter. 

8) Beotton 12 attampm to addreu the laaue of chlldren who are brought 

Into Ulla atate for the purpo- of gu1rdlanahlp without appropriate 

provlalon being made for their health and ufety. Thia change would 

require that peraon, bringing • ohlld Into the Itate for the purpoaea 
of guardl1n1hlp would furnlah the Department with written notice, •• 

they do now In the OIH of foater care or adoption. Thie would not 

pertain to relatlvea bringing or aendlng a chlld Into NO for 

gu1rdl1nahlp with another relatlve or to guardlanahlpa adjudicated In 

our atate. 

The Department w11 very lnvoived In the dlacuulon and drafting of 

thl• blll and 1upporta a "do paea" recommendation from thl1 committee 

for the bulk of thl• blH. I would be ha1ppy to attempt to anawer any 

queatlona you might have at thl1 time. Ma. Hoffman ha• 1110 Indicated 

that ahe would be available at the requeat of the committee to answer 

queatlona or provide addltlonal Information. She can be reached at 328-

4805. 
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