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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMl'ITEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. 1122 

House Natw'al Resources Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January t 7,2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
1 xx 

xx 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
5,023-end 
0-3580 

Rep. Keller: Spoke on behalf of HB 1122 as the sponsor of the bill. Adds to habitat 

management funds. Gives a chance to everyone to get a mule deer license. 

Rep. Ban1e1u Would you oppose splitting the licenses? 

Rep. Keller: I would not care speak on their behalf. Game and fish did recommend having one 

piece of legislation instead of multiple pieces oflegislation. We need to be consistent. As we 

allow various groups to raffle of auction licenses. 

Rep, Norland: When the tag is issued is it statewide or area specific? 

Rep. Keiser: That is a question for game and fish. 

Brandon Muon: Mule Deer Foundation testified on behalf of HB 1122. (See Attached 

Testimony). 

Chair Nelton: Is the badlands chapter the only chapter in the state? 

Bran.don Muon: Yes 
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Pap2 
House Natural Reeources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number 1122 
Hearing Date January 17, 2003 

Cllalr Nelloau What is )'Our Budget? 

Brandon Muon: It varies from year to year, 

Chair Nelton: Will you partner with other state institutions, 

Brandon Muon: The goat is to increase the mule deer population. 

Chair Nellon; These tags would be for ND projects only, 

Brandon Muon: That is correct, 

Rep. Drovdal: I applaud your mission statement but your opening statement claims a dwindling 

herd. I disagree, How do you detennine who gets the funding? 

Bradon Muon: ND game and Fish Dept. Has given out a record number of lietnses. The 

mule deer tags are n"t being issued as often. Habitat needs improvement, They need to be 

(~ rejuvenated or replaced. The first step is going to or volunteer board. We work with state and 
V 

0 

federal agencies to determine need. We go through all approval process. The National Mule 

Deer Board reviews all projects. 

Rep. Drovdal: I do take exception with your statement about national grasslands. I have a 

difficult time driving home from mule deer strikes. 

Chair Nellon: Do you have an elected board? 

Brandon Muon: Handled out of Reno, NV. They are often biologists with a background in 

wildlife management. 

Lets Ma1on (1300): Spoke on behalf oft 122, 

Rep. Drovdal: Can you guarantee me that granting these funds will be utilized to remove 

grazing from our national grasslands. 
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Pqe3 
House Natural Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number 1122 
Hearing Date January 17, 2003 

Brando■ Muons Wo have no intention of taking any ones grazing rights. We want to work 

with cattlemen. Well managed grazing is a good wildlife management tool. 

Cbalr Nelton: You should have landowner input. 

Rep. Keller: The national group only can acceptor reject projects the local groups submit. 

Brandon Maaons Yes 

Baroid Neameyer: Cass county wildlife club. (S• Attached Teadmony) 

Cbadr Nelton: Would nonresident winners of the raffle bother your group. 

Baroid Neameyer: That is a personal feeling by an individual. They WC'uld lose two licer,ses. 

Rep. Norland: These would be new licenses. 

Mike Doauue: United Sportsman and Wildlife. We are even more opposed to this bill than 

<J before. The issues SWTOunding the loss of 2 tags and the lack of local control are serious issues. 

How can you preolude someone from the raffle. 

Rep. Keuer: Are you or your groups opposed to money in wildlife management. 

M1ke Donuue: I have to discuss this further with them this weekend. 

Rep. KeJMr: Ara you opposed to Private Public Partnerships? 

Rep. Hanson: Would you be opposed to this bill if there were just one tag? 

Mike Donahue: I will ask them that as well. 

Rep. Notte.tad: Where are you groups head quartered? 

Mike Donahue: They are out of state. 

David Muteh: Citizen spoke out against HB 1122 

Chair Nelton closed the meeting. 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITrEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, 1122 

House Natmal Resources Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 17, 2003 

T Nwnber Side A SideB 
2 xx 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Chair Nellon: reopened the hearing on HB 1122. 

Rep. Han10n: I propose to amend to change it from two to one. 

Rep. DeKny seconded. PuHd by voAee Vote. 

Rep Porter proposed to add constituant amendments, Rep. Kelter Seconded. 

Meter# 
1692 

Rep. Porter: ClarHied the implications for multiple applications for licenses with the raffle in 

existence. 

Additional discussions on wording of amendments. 

Passed by voice vote. 

Rep. Drovdal: Expressed concern about oil exploration effects fiom this bill. 

Rep. Dekrey motioned for a recommendation of Do Past on HD 1122. Hanson Seconded. 

Vote was 13 Yet, 1 NoJ O Absent. Rep. Hanson Carries. 
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FISCAL NOTE 
ReqUNttd by IAl'-latlv·• Counoll 

01121/2003 

Amendnlent to: HB 1122 

1A. ltata flacal er.ct: lchlntlfy the atatt fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
- · · :_ . ,.. antlcloated un<#r current law. fundlna Mvel, end-· 

2001-2003 Biennium 2003.ZOOI Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Othtt'Funda General otherFunda General other Funds 
Fund Fund Fund 

Rwenuea ( .. 0 (MO 
E ·1tures 
A~ 

. . 
... ---·--

18. County, cltv. and IChool district flacal effect: /dentllv the flsoa/ etrect on the &DDl'Dllriate oolltlcal subdivision. 
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 

lchool School school 
counties CltlM Dl1trlctl CountlN CltlN r.>latrlctl Countln CltlN Dlatrlcta 

2. Narrative: Identify the aspeoi's of the measure whloh cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your analysis. 

Thia bill would take two licenses toi· the Mule Deer Foundation eaoh biennium, These would cost $20 if l11ued in tM regular 
license lottety, 

3, State fl.aal effect detail: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget, 

B. Exs,endlturN: l:xplaln the e,q,endlture smounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, llne 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on 
the blennls/ appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the $Xecutlve 
budget. Indicate the relatlonshlp between the amounts shown for expenditures and approprltJtlons. 

~■me: Paul Schadewald IAaencv: ND Game and Fish Department 
i:.,::~;:,;ho;.::.ne;:.:..,..NC"-u_m..,...be_r_: ---:::3~28~-6-==-=3~2-=-a=.;.,,;;;;;.,;;~----t::ID:-111.at~•-=P-::r-r,-~pa-,ed-:--: 01/21/2003 
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FISCAL NOTE 
R....-ct by 1.taa.latlve Council 

01/0212003 

BHll"etOlutlon No.: HB 1122 

1 A. State ft8cal .rr.ct: I d61ntlfy the state fiscal Bffeot and the fiscal effect on agency epp,oprlatlons compared to 
fund~ ,_ l nd iatk ntlcl. ted nde I, rna Vt88 m,11 l081 u r current aw. --2001,..,3 Blel1nlum 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-~7 Biennium 

General otherFunda o.n.tal otherFundl a.n.tial other Funds 
Fund Fund Fund 

Rewnu.. ($80 ($80' -.. .. -.. . .. . - .. 

1 B. Countv. cltY. and 1ehool district flacal .,,_.: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate POIHlcal subcJlvlslon, 
2001•2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennlwn 

School School SOhool 
CountlN CltlN Dlatrtcta CountlN Cities Dlstrlcta Cout69 Cities Dlttrtcta 

2.. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause nscal Impact and Inell.Ide any comments relevant to 
yaur analysis. 

The Game and Fish Department would reduce mule deer license sales by four •~ach biennium. 

3. Ital• fllcal .,,_. cWall: For lnformatJon shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, P4'ease.· 
A. Revenues: Explain the n,w,,we amounts. ProVlde detaH, when appropriate, lc>r eifCh revenue typ6 and 

fund affected and any ,,mounts Included In the executive bud(let, 

At $20/Jicense, the revenue reduction would be $80 per biennium. 

B. ExpendltuJN: Explain the expsnd/ture amounts. Provide detaH, when approptfate, for each ag6noy, IIM 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTI: posHlons affected • 

. 
C. ApproprlatJons: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the ei'fect on 

the bl&nnlal appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the exec:i·utlve 
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriation~:. 
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l 30257.0201 

Titlt.0300 
~ by the Natural Reeources 
CommfttN 

January 17. 2003 

WENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1122 WAT .m. 

Page 1, llne 8, replace "two llcenaes" with •one license per year" 

PIQt 1, llne 9, replace "for one of the llcenaes under' with •or
Page 1, remove lfne 1 o 

1-20-03 

Page 1, Hne 13, after "preecribea11 Insert ". If an lndtvk:tual receives a mule deer license through 
the raffle or the aucUon, the Jndvidual Is not eligible to apply for a mule deer license 
through the game and fish department that year' 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 304'57.0201 
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Date: J/IJ/17 
Roll Call Voto#: / 

2003 HOOSE STANDING COMMJTrEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTl01' NO. 

House House Natural Resources Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken /\ t ( a ,...h ea J tJ Q f ec $ S / J 2 2.. 

Motion Made By J;Jq !fret·---- Seconded By _}'4.&...&.-.,~Jt'--1?.__ ____ _ 

Rearetelltadve1 Ye,., No 
Chairman Jon 0. Ne)son v -Vice-Chairman Todd Porter 1/ 
Ren. Bwon Clark ,/ 
Reo. Duane DeKrey ,/ 
Ra,. David Drovdal V 
Reo. Lyle Henson t/ 
Reo, Bob Hunskor L/ 
Reo. Iimiis Johnson t./ 
'.Reo. Gem-~ Keiser v 
Reo. Scott Kelsh L/ 
Reo. Frank Klein '/. 
Rea,. Mike Norland t/ 
Reo. Danell Nottestad 1/~ 
Reo. Dorvan Sotbera 1/ 

Total 

Absent 

-----1/'-"-'-j ____ No 

t2 
Floor Assignment 6' .., , U<i1tco, r ,, ""f 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Renretatadve. Yet No 

-...J------------
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RIPORT OI' STANDING COIIIITTIE (410) 
January 20, 2003 2:0I p,m. 

Module No: HR-10-0787 
Clrrltr: Hlnaon 

lnNrt LC: 30217.0201 Tltle: .OSOO 

REPORT OP STANDING COIIIITTIE 
H■ 1122: Nltu,.t Rllourou CommlttM (Rtp. Ntlaon, Chllnnan) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(13 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), HB 1122 was placed on the t.ixttl 
order on the calendar, 

Page 1, llne 8, replace •two llcenses• with "one license per year• 

Page 1, llne 9, replace -ror one of the licenses under" with "or" 

Page 1, remove line 1 o 
Page 1, line 13 after "prescribes" Insert ". If an lndlvldual receives a mule deer license 

through the raffle or the auction, the lndlvldual Is not ellglble to apply for a mule deer 
license through the game and flsh department that year• 

Renumber accordfngly 

(2) DESI(, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-10•0787 
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: .',{;;~'&} _...,, ./' 
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HB 1122 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITIBE MINUTES 

BILURBSOLUTION NO, HB 1122 

Sfflate Natural Resources Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 2-27-03 

T Number Side A SideB Meter# 
2 X .6 - 13,6 

Minutes: 

Senator Ben Tollef1011, Vice Chainnan of the Senate Natural Resources Committee opened the 

hearing on HB 1122 relating to establishing a mule deer license raffle and auction. 

All members of the committee were present except Senator Thomas Fischer. 

Brandon Muon. Chainnan of the Northern Badlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 

testified in support ofHB 1122 (See attached testimony). He also presented a list of Projects in 

other states partially funded by the Mule Deer Foundation (Appendix A) and potential Projc1.ts in 

North Dakota (Appendix B)t the Quarterly Publication of the Mule Deer Foundation "Mule 

Deer0 and a membership application for the Mule Deer Foundation (Attached). He also gave his 

personal education and his hunting history. 

Harold Neameyer representing the Cass County Wildlife Club testified in support ofHB 1122 

(See attached testimony). 
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Page2 
Senate Natural Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1122 
Hearing Date 2-27-03 

Smator Layton Fnboq asked that although the winner of the raffle or auction may not apply 

for a regular mule deer license for that year, will the winner lose their bonus points. 

Brandon Muon answered that would have to be worked out with the North Dakota Game & 

Fish Department. 

Let Muon of Bismarck, North Dakota testified in support ofHB 1122 giving his history of mule 

de« hunting. He stated HB 1122 would help the Mule Deer Foundation partner with the North 

Dakota Game & Fish Department to improve the habitat which will increase the number of deer 

and eventually increase the number of licenses ~w1ailable. He gave the history of the Mule Deer 

Foundation. 

Buer Rottveclt. Deputy Director of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department testified 

to HB t 122. He pointed out a technical error in the bill as to Line 2 where it should read "or" 

instead of "and" auction. The Mule Deer Foundation is currently not registered wlth the 

Secretary of State but will be to protect their name. Protection of bonus points is already supplied 

for the elk, big horn and moose so he assumes because the license is authorized by proclamation 

this would probably be the same. 

Senator TollefsQD. ck Jed the hearing on HB 1122 . 

.Senator Stanley Lyson made a motion for a Do Pass ofHB 1122. 

Senator Layton Frebore second the motion. 

Senator Heltkam» questioned if the house cleaning amendment suggested by Roger Rostvedt 

m~ed to have action taken on it. 

Senator Lyson stated that this should be taken care by the bill that was just passed allowing the 

Legislative Council to take care of these house cleaning mutters . 

. ,,..:,.,,,,;,. i,''' .I,, 
. ,·.·· 
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Senate Natural Resources Committee 

· Bill/Resolution Number HB 1122 
Hearing D"te 2-27-03 

Roll ~1 vote was taken indicating 6 YEAS. 0 NA VS AND 1 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING. 

Senator L)10D will carry HB 1122. 
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Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: 

2003 SENATE STA1'1DING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILlJRESOLUTION NO. / / ). ;)..-

Senate SMate Natural Resources 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Committee 

Motion Made By -~---,1~-llC------ Seconded By --~--,-..-=::J~.:..;:;...,...-..::..._ 

Senaton Yes No Senators Yes No 
Senator Thomas Fischer -- Senator Michael A. Every J/ 
Senator Ben Tollefson / Senator Joel C. Heitkamn 1/ 

Senator Lavton Freborg ✓ 
Senator StartJev W. LY80n v 
Senator John T. Travnor ✓ 

-
-

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---~~~ __ No 0 ---=-----------
/ 

Floor Aosignrnenl ~ --------------

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMFfTU (410) 
Pebrulry27,IOOS 12:37p.m. 

Rl!PORT OF 8TA.t4DING COMMITTEE 

Module No: 8R-3Ml79 
Carrier: Lyaon 

IIINl't LC: • Tltll: . 

HI 1122, 11 enaroued: Nltuf'II Reeoul\W Committee (Sen. PIicher, Chairman) 
recommends DO PASS (8 YEAS, 0 NA vs. 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engrossed HB 1122 was placed on the Fourtaenth order on the calendar. 

(2) OE91<, (3) eot.lM Page No. 1 SR·:;&·36 70 
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2003 TES'tIMONY 

MB 1122 
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Mr. Chairman: 

Muto Deer Foundation Testimony 
Regardins House Bill 1122 

Natural Resources Committee 
Chairman: Representative J. Nelson 

Date 01 .. 17-03 

The Mule Deer Foundation in a nonprofit conservation orgaruzatlo~ dedicated to ensure the 

conservation of mule and blacktail deer and their habitats. The state of North Dakota is home to 

thousandB ofmulo deer. It is widely believed that Lewis and Clark, who passed through our 

great state two hundred years ago on their epic journey west, gave the mule deer its name. Their 

journals describe admiration for this uniqt.e-looking animal and the rugged country it inhabited. 

Times have changed, and unfortunately for mule deer, not for the better. Mule deer in our state 

and around the country have proved far less adaptable to changes in their environment than elk 

and especially whitetail deer, which have shown an uncanny ability to survive in our backyards. 

As our Game and Fish Department can testify, managing mule deer and public expectations is 

complex. The real cause of this deQtine is pure and simple: habitat loss and degradation. The 

Mule Deer Foundation exi~s to stop this decline and is making a concerted effort in the state of 

North Dakota to reverse this disturbing trend. 

Realizing the importance of this magnificent animal to our great state, both economically and 

culturally, Representative George Keiser has introduced House Bitl 1122 which would allocate 2 

statewide mule deer tags to our organization, with one to be auctioned off and the other to be 

raffled. Whlle we realize the concern of many sportsmen surrounding the loss of two tags. we 

.. ,i,,,, ,, ' 
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feel that the proceedl &om the auction and raffle will go a long way to improvina habitat and 

therefore increuins mule deer numbers acrop their range ln North Dakota and et \sute mule deer 

have a secure home. 

By partnering with private iandowners, the North Dakota Game and Fish Dept,, the US Forest 

Servi~ the Bureau of Land Management, and others. we can make a ditr~. 

We uk tor your personal support of this billt and your committee's, and encourage your 

oolleagues in the legislature to suppurt it .u well. Ifs good for mule deer, the great stcte of North 

Dakota and generations to follow. Thank you. 

Aaron Olson 
Committee Member 
Northenl Badlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
(701) 471-0121 

Brandon Mason 
Committee Chair 
Northern Badlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
(701) 355-4312 

David Skalsky 
Committee Treasurer 
Northern Badlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
('101) 224-0820 
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• ST AMP - New Mexico 

Appendix A 
Mule Doer Foundation (MDF) 

Projects in other States 

.. MDF partnered with ~ private landowners. USGS, NMGF 
- MDF contributed $20.000 to the project 
.. Goal: Restore Santa Fe mule deer h«d, including l ,S million acres 

• Burro Mountain Rock Headen 
- NewMexico 
- MDF partnered with Gila National Forest, Sike Act, Water Shed 319 Improvement 

Program 
- MDF contributed $21500 to the project 
- Goal: Buitd rock-headers for p«manent water 811d to help stabilize riparian areas. 

Also provide a year-round water resource and green forage. 

• Elkhorn Wildlife Management Unit Noxious Weed Pilot Project 
-Montana 
- MDF partnered with USFS, BLM, NRCS. Buteau of Reclamation 
.. MDF contributed $10,000 to the project 
.. Ooal: Aggressively treating noxious weeds on private, federal. and state lands in the 
Elkhorn Moulltains, and to implement prevention and education programs. 

• Laramie Range Mule Deer Habitat Initiative 
.. Wyoming 
.. MDF partnered with WGFD, BLM, RMEF 
- MDF contributed $10, 000 to the project 
- Goal: Provide funding to private landowners, primarily along the foothills of the 
Laramie Range Mountains, to improve mountain shrub, aspen & big sagebrush 
steppe conununlties for mule deer. 

Tht ■toro,roriflfc flMGff on thf • ffl• 1r1 11ecur1te rtprOCMCtfons of rteordl dtlfwrtd·to Modern lnfof'Mltfon SyttOM for Mfcrof flMfn, and 
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AppendixB 
Mule Deer Foundation (MDF) 

Potential Projects in North Dakotla 

• Expansion of Private Lands Open To Sportsmen (PLOTS) ~,,am 
.. Potential partnership with the NOOFD 
.. Goal: To ioorease forage pr,oduction for mule de« and cattle by promoti~ artd paying 
for cell grazing systems, u well a, shrub plantings for establishment of ,p-uittg and 
browse habitat. Also to inCl-.e access for sportsmen. 

• Joiruns the Sase Grouse Worldn,, Grou.p 
• Potential partnership with various agencies such u the ULM. USFS, and others . 
.. Goal: To restore sage grouse habitat which invariably increases mule deer· luLbitat. 

• Re-establishment of Deer BroWf~ Tn,.nsects 
.. Potential partnership with the USFS .. 
.. Ooal: To relocate and reci,valwite browse transects, wh/,ch were used p1'(1Niously by the 

NOOFD to monitor browse th.at deer were 8'.1.ively fefding on. Substqucmt habitat 
projects will be planned acco1rding to the infonnation ·received from the ev1duations of 
the transects. 
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Potential Amendments to Hou.e Bill 1122 

1. If an individual receives a mule deer license through the ruDe or ~-~p~~ ~~ 
not eligible to apply for a mule deer license throush the ND Game auu au~· 111M 

year. Tbe raffle will be held first, and the individual wbo recei, ·e• that license will 
not be eliaible to bid on the auction license. 

2. 04 paae 1. Ihle B, you may want to consider insertina •'per year" after the word 
"licen1e1". 

1ht afo,.•lc ••~ • thf I ffl• ,,.. ICCUl"ttt ~tfon1 of recordl •ttwrtd to Modern tnfOt'llltfori ,V.t- for Mfel'Offt•fnt MIi 
... fft.W•f" the NtUl•r ffUN. of bl.lefntH. Tflt photogra,iMc prOCffl ... t, ltlf'ICMrdt of t,,. Mtrfcan Nltfontl ltMdlrdl IMtftutt 
(MIi) for INhfWll ■f crofftM. NOTICII If th• fflMd ...... ll\C>W ft lffl lttlbtt thari thf I Notfct, !t fl ... to tht qutl fty of tht 
... ■,nt bot"' ff llllod, ~ :u(,t, . -- . \ ft:} 03 -•tor•••~~ cl, .,.,. 
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Cass County 
WILDLIFE CLUB 

Box 336 
Casselton, ND 58012 

TESTIMONY OP RAROL.D NEAME'YER 
CASS COUNTY WILDLD'E CLUB 

PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMIITEE 
ON HB 1122, JANUARY 17, 2003 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

I am Harold Neameyer speaking on behalf of the Cass County 

Wildlife Club. The Cass County Wildlife Club decided initially to oppose 

this bill based on the following: 

1. The bill does not explain how and where any of the proceeds will be 

spent. Are there unmet needs for mule deer re~earch and management 

that could benefit from these funds? 

2. Is the raffle for any mule deer? 

3. The auction license will probably go out of state, which is where the 

big money is. Do we want to give up a mule deer license to go out of 

state for money? 

4. Could there be long•range benefits that would increase the mule deer 

population and habitat? 

If the need in number one above is justified, then Cass County Wildlife 

Club could remove its objection to HB 1122 and support it. 
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Mr. Chairman: 

Mule Deer Foundation Testimony 
Reprdin(C Houee Bill 1122 

Natural Re.ourcet Committee 
Chairman: Sen. T, Fiacher 

Date 02 .. 20..03 

The Mule Deer Foundation in a nonprofit conservadon organimion dedicated to enan the 

couervation ot mule and blacktail deer and their habitats. The stato of North Dakota i• home to 

thousands of mule deer. It is widely believed that Lewis and Clark, who passed through our 

great state two hundred years aao on tlieir epic journey west, gave the mule deer its name. Their 

journals delcribe admiration for this unique-looking animal and the rugged country it inhabited. 

Times have chanpd, ud unfortunately for mule deer, not for the better. Mule deer in our state 

and around the country have proved tar less adaptable to changes in their environment than elk 

and especially whitetail deer. which have shown an uncanny ability to survive in our backyards. 

As our Game and Fish Department can testify, managing mule deer and public expectations is 

complex. The real cauS0 of this decline is pure :1ild simple: habitat loss and degradation. The 

Mule Deer Foundation exists to stop this decline and is making a concerted effort in the state of 

North Dakota to reverse this disturbing trend. 

Realizing the importance of this magnificent animal to our great state, both economically and 

culturally, R~e G«>rse Keiser has introduced House Bill 1122 which would allocate t 

statewide mule deer tag to our organization, either to be auctioned off' or raffled. While we 

realize the concem of many sportsmen surrounding the loss of a tag, we feel that the proceeds 
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ftom the Macdon or raffle will ao a long way to improving habitat aid therefore increuhla mule 

deer 111mben acroa their ruse in North Dakota and eftlUl'O nmle door have a secure home. 

By pertaerina with private landowners, the North Dakota Game and Filh Dept .• the US Forett 

Service, the Buntw orLud Mattapment, and othere, we can make a differeace. 

We uk for your penoeaa1 support ofthi• bill, and your committee'-, and encourase your 

coUeaauea in the legislature to support it u well. It's aood for mule deer. the sreat state ofNorth 

Dakota and gen«adons to follow. Tbauk you, 

Brandon Muon 
Committee Chair 
Northern Badludl Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
(701) 355-4312 

Patrick luk~ 
Committee Member 
Northern Btdlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
(701) 391-9854 

LesMuon 
Committee Member 
Northern Badlands Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation 
(701) 255-4750 
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Cass County 
WILDLIFE CLUB 

Box 336 
Casselton, ND 58012 

TESTIMONY OF HAROLD NEAMEYER 
CASS COUNTY WILDLIFE CLUB 

PRESENTED TO THE SENA TE NA TIJRAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE 
ON HB 1122. FEBRUARY 27, 2003 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

I am Harold Neameyer speaking on behalf of the Cass County 

Wildlife Club. The Cass County Wildlife Club supports HB 1122. This 

represents action similar to the action taken to support elk, big horn and 

possibly moose. Increasing funds to manage mule deer is supported by our 

c:ub. We are supportive of the fact that funds raised shay in North Dakota. 

We understand that the raffle or auction must be completed prior to 

the annual regular mule deer draw, so that the winner is not eligible for the 

regular draw. We support this action as we,l. 
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The Offlolal Quarterly Publloatlon of the Mule Deer Foundallon 

Fall, 2002 
Volume 7, Issue 3 USE LOCAL OR STATE LIBRARY TO 
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