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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMrrrEE MINUTES 

BILllRBSOLUTION NO. HB 1207 

House Transportation Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 6, 2003 

Ta Nwnbet Side A SideB 
3 X 

Committee Clerk Si ture 

·Minutes: 

Meter# 
0.6 to 8 ,-,1 o 

Rtm, Hawken. Vice Chairman opened the hearing on HB 1207 t a bill for an Act to create and 

enact chapter 11-36, a new subsection to section 57-15-06. 7, a new subsection to section 

57-15-10, a new subsection to section 57-15-20.2, and two new sections to chapter 57 .. 15 of the 

North Dakota Century Code, relating to local port authorities. 

Rep. Timm: Representing District 1 0, Minot, North Dakota introduced HB 1207 for a group of 

people who have worked several years on the concept of a local port authority in the city of 

Minot. He had some amendments to offer and copies were distributed. These were drawn at the 

suggestion of the Attorney General. 

~ Thon,e: ( 2.3 ) He represents ~Ainot and is very excited about this bill. He stated that this is 

not only for the city of Minot but for the greater area and the State of North Dakota. He made up 

some maps from DOT maps which show that Minot is at the crossroa<ls of 3 US highways, 2 

Intermodal railroads and is 300 mites from Fargo; Winnipeg, Maintoba and about 2S0 miles from 
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House Transportation Committee 
BilVResotution Number HB 1207 
Hearing Date February 6, 2003 

Regina. As a hub perhaps some international trade could be attracted to the city of Minot, the 

area and the state. 

Rem, Klein representing District 40 in Minot. A copy of his written testimony is attached. 

Rm,, Price representing District 40, Minot She disbibuted a news article that concerns a 

workshop held in Minot. She is a board member of the group covered in the new article. They 

nre working to get a beans. peast and lentils packaging plant. It is economic development. The 

plans are for extensive handling facilities which would be greatly enhanced with the development 

of port authority with the capacity to ship world wide. A copy of that news article is attached. 

Neil Leip; He is an alderman from the city of Minot also speaking in favor of the proposed 

legislation. A copy of his remarks are attached. 

~ He testified on behalf of the North Dakota Peas, Beans and Lentils Association of 

North Dakota. A copy of his written testimony is attached. 

Lawernce Soheresky; A fanner from the Minot area. A copy of his written remarks are attached. 

Randy Burkhardti Aldennan from the city of Minot presented and read a copy of a resolution 

passed by the City Council. A copy is attached which is in support of HB 1207. 

Bruce Kester; A copy of his written remarks are attached. 

Gary Price: ( 22.9) President and CEO of CalDak Cabinets. A copy of his written testiinony is 

attached . 

..Rsm.,.}Yejsz. Chainnani I know you have seen the Intennodal study ... how much do you think 

you would increase the volume in a year? 

Gaa.y Price; Th.is study that you questioning lists that .Minot would have about 3400 containers 

per year without products coming in from the alfalfa plant in Tioga-- the importance of the news 

'-,,.,· ,' . 
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House Transportation Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1207 
Hearing Date February 6, 2003 

article that Rep. Price handed out to you is - that Minot is the only site that USDA is choosing 

for that site. It was confinned that the 123 million pounds shipped out of that site -- you add 

those 2500 containers ftom that site to the 3500 or to tho high side add 14,000-- we didn't get 

the surveys from the study for what we ship and another business in Minot did not get theirs 

either and they ship 30 - 40 containers per month ... so we think the study understates the 

potential. 

John McMmi&li President of the Minot Area Chamber of Commerce. A copy of his written 

testimony is attached. 

Rm,. Wejsz: You mention that the railroads are key to this •· has the city of Minot or the people 

working with this -- has any discussion been initiated with the railroads? 

John McMartiui There has been some .... nothing has been formalized yet because we beHeve that 

we have work to do before. 

Ro,p.]boa,e •. ( 37.0) At one of the last forums held -- wasn't there some talk ofan international 

customs being at Minot? 

John McMartin: We do have a customs office as<:flciated with the airport -- I would assume that 

would be expanded for an intennodal facility if needed. 

Wayne ,Jghnso.n.;_ I am a fanner from the Stanley area ... half way between Minot and Williston -­

I grow peas and lentils .... 6 years ago 6 fanners that add value to the land we farm -· that is to 

vertically integrate. We built a pea processing plant ... called West Dakota Feed and Seed -­

located in Ross, North Dakota. We are also trying to develop ourselves in the small grain 

markets. Transportation has always been our problem. As a conce.rned citizen -- concerned about 
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House Transportation Conunittee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1207 
Hearing Date February 6, 2003 

all of northwestern North Dakota -- this willhelp both urban and rural areas •- I urge you to 

support this legislation and all of northwest North Dakota. 

Earl Allen; ( 41.2) He appeared in support HB 1207. 

Mike RuobeJ,ke: Bishop Ryan school. He talked of leadership conferences . He feels that support 

of this legislation would go a long way toward economic development and keeping our young 

people in the state. 

Mike Flaydi President of the northwest alfalfa products a11d other business in Tioga. He wanted 

to speak on a neutral basis rather than oppose the bill. Basically he supports the concept of the 

bill. A copy of his testimony is attached. He is concerned that the language limits tb.e bill to 

Minot bec3use of the several references to the intersecting highways and intersecting railroads .... 

makes it applicable to Minot only when it should apply state wide and all areas of the state which 

might be potential sites. 

End of tape at the hearing .. tape was turned but the hearing ended at the beginning of side B .... 

no further testimony. 
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2003 HOUSE S'f ANDINO COMMITIBE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1207b 

House Transportation Committee 

□ Co11ference Committee 

Hearing Date February 13, 2003 

Ta Number Side A SideB 
2 X 

Committee Clerk Si - ture 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
14.6 to 19.S 

Rep. Weisz • Chairman opened th~ discussion for action on HB 1207. Rep. Price reviewed with 

the committee LC drafts numbered -· 0.0101 and 0.0103 after determining that draft 0.0102 

was eliminated or set aside not for consideration by sponsors of the amendment. Rep. Price 

moved to amend the bill by taking stating some of the language, in each of the two remaining 

drafts. Rep. Hawken seconded Rep. Price stated motion. The motion carried on a voice vote. 

Rep. Thorpe inquired whether the tJnendments applied to all types of containers. The answer was 

in the in the affinnative. 

Re,p. ~ move a 'Do Pass as Amended, motion for HB 1207. Re,p. Ruby seconded the 

motion. 

On a roll call vote the motion carried 13 Ayes 0 Nays 0 Absent. 

Rem, Ruby was designated to carry HB 1207 on the floor. o End of record. ( 19,4) 
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30343.0104 
Title.0200 

~f-, 
Adopted by the Transportation Committee I ) A3 

January 30, 2003 ~ I 2> 

IIOU811 · AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1207 n£II 2-13-03 ~.,,/J ?-

Page 1, remove fines 19 through 23 

BOUSI Ani.ilillll'rS TO BOOSE BILL IO. 1207 Tad 2-13-03 

Page 2, fine 1, replace •1.• with 116. 11 

· Page 2, remove llne 7 

Page 2, Une a. replace 119.11 with--,,• 

Page 2, Une 10, after •may" Insert •operate a port that Includes all real and personal property, 
structures1 machinery, equipment, and appurtenances or facllftles that are part of the 
port or used or useful In connection with the port either as f aclHttes for the convenf ence 
of handUng equipment, passengers, and freight or as part of port or port facllftles 
operation. In the process of operating a port, a port authority may• 

Page 2, llne 18, after •commerce• Insert•, and through having foreign trade 2one authority• 

BOUSE AMElOIIElffS TO BOUSE BILL RO. 1207 TUii 2-13-03 

Page 3, line 11 remove •1.• 

I~ 

Page 3, remove fines 16 through 21 

Page 3, llne 23, replace 11whether fn this state or In an adjoining state, provlded11 with •one of 
whlch11 

Page 3, llne 24, remove 11that at least one rnunlclpalltt 

BOUSM AMEIOIOUffS TO BOUSE BILL RO. 1207 TUI 2-13-03 

Page 5, llne 6, remov, 'subsection 1 or 
Page 5, line 7, replace 1111-36·02" with "11-36~03" 

BOUSE AIIERmU'.NTS TO BOUSE BILL M>. 1207 
Page 6, tine 15, replace "General .. with 11Speclflc" 

TRAI 2-13-03 

BOUSE ANEIDMElffS TO BOUSE BILL RO. 1207 TIAI 2-13-03 

Page 11 1 llne 31 1 remove 11e>ecept the levy Is lfmlted to agricultural and Industrial land11 

BODSI AhEIUlDtS TO BOUSE BILL WO. 1207 TUii 2-13-03 

Page 13, lfne 181 remove •or port hazard11 

Page 13, llne 21, replace the first comma with •or• and remove •or port hazard,• 

Page 13, llne 27, remove "port hazard, 11 

Page No. 1 30343.0104 

·-·- · u .ca t Nodtl't'I tnfo....tton ayet• for 1torofH•I,.. • 
The ... ,..,..,,o ..... on thll ftl• .... ICCUNltl l'IPf"DduotlOM of racordl • • v:~-~ of th• Alltrfcan Nattwl ttandal'CM IMtltutt 
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BOIJSI AllutlllftS TO aoun IILL .,_ 1207 ftQ 2-13-03 ~ ~ 
Page 14, llne 29, remove the fifth comma 

Page 14, line 30, remove •including the acquisition or ellmlnatlon of port hazards,• 

IOIJSI MIDuW:iiid TO BOUSE IILL •• 1207 TUI 2-13-03 

Page 1 e. remove Unes 29 and 30 

IIOUSI AIIDJiiDrs TO IIOUSI IILL IIO. 1207 

Page 17, Une 1, replace -11-3&-24• with •11 .. 3s-23• 

Renumber accordingly 
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Date: u~ /03 
Roll Call Vote #: ' 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMmEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLVTION NO. .JI I?; 11- (j._~2. 

House TRANSPORTATION Committee 

□ Chctk here for Conference Committo, 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Takeat 

Motiott Made By $~ Seconded By 

........... 11v. 
·~ . 

Yet No lleDNMDbidvet 
Robin Weitz • Chairman V Lois ,Delmore 
ICathv Hawken - Vice Chairman v ... Ario E, Sdmtldt 
LeRoy 0. Bemstein V Elwood Tbon,e 
MarkA.Dosch V Steven L. Zaiser 
Pat OAlvin v 
Craia Headland j/ 
Clara Sue Price v 
DanJ.Ruby v 
Dave Weiler v 

.JJ.·•d 

Y• No 
V 

v 
vf 
V 

Total Yea _......,/;3,.._ ___ No _____ {) _______ ..__ 

Absellt __ __.2.-..5 ___ ~------------

Aoor Aamgament 4 • e~½• 
If the vote I, on an uncndment, briefly ladl• lntmt: 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMlff!I (410) 
February 13, 2003 S:03 p.m. 

Module No: HA-21-HSI 
canter: Ruby 

lnNlt LC: 30343.0104 TIiie: .0200 

R!POFIT OF STANDING COIIMI I I El 
Ha 1207: T~ CommfttN (Rip. w-. Chairman) recommends 

AMINDMINTI AS POLL.OW& and when 80 amended, recommends DO PASS 
(13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), HB 1207 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, remove Hnes 19 through 23 

Page 2, llne 1, replace •1. • with •e. • 
Page 2, remove Une 7 

Page 2, Hne 8, replace "9.• with--,.• 
Page 2. line 10, after •mayi Insert •operate a port that Includes all real and personal property, 

structures, machinery, equipment and appurtenances or facflitlea that are part of the 
port or used or useful in connection with the port either as facflltles for the convenience 
of handling equipment, passengers, and freight or as part of port or port facflttles 
operation. In the process of operating a port a port authority may• 

Page 2, line 18, after •commerce• Insert•, and through haVing foreign trade zone authority• 

Page 3, Hne 1, remove •1. 11 

Page 3, remo"e lfnes 16 through 2·t 

Page 3, If ne 23, replace "whether In this state or In an adjoining state, provided• with •one of 
which• 

Page 3, fine 24, remove ,t)at at least one munlclpattty• 

Page 5, llne 8, remove 11subseotion 1 of• 

Page 5, llne 7, replace 1111-36-021 with 1111•38-031 

Page 6, Une 15, replace 10eneraJ• with •Specific• 

Page 11, line 31, remove •except the levy ls lfmlted to agrlcuttural and Industrial land• 

Page 13, line 18, remove •or port huard11 

Page 13, llne 21, replace the first comma with 110,. and remove 11or port hazard,• 

Page 13, line 27, remove •port hazard,• 

Page 14, line 29, 1'8move the fifth comma 

Page 14, llne 30, remove 'Including the acquisition or ellmfnatlon of port hazards,• 

Page 1 O, remove Hnes 29 and 30 

Page 17, Hne 1, replace •11-ae-24• with •11-ae-n• 
Renumber aooordlngty 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMmBB MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. 1207 

Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 03-19-03 

..----------T------------------------Side A Side B Meter # Ta Number 
1 XXX 1057-end 
2 XXX 0-end 

Minutes! Chainnan Mutch opened the hearing on HB 1207. All Senators were present. o HB 1207 relates to local port authorities. 

Testimony ln support of HB 1207 

Rep. Timm introduced the bill. 

Rep. Matthew Klein also introduced the bill. 

Senator KJ~in: Why do we need legislation allowing you to do business? 

Rep. Klein: To handle this type of facility, you have to establish an authority to have a port 

authority. There has to be legislation to set help set it up. 

Senator Mutch: Can private individuals contribute? 

Rep Klein: In order for roads, water system, sewer system, area to provide storage rutd handling 

would require a local agency. 

Senator Mutch: You mention that Canadian Pacific doesn't have a limit on stacking, does 

Burlington Northern? 
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Page2 
Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Bilt/Resolut~on Number 1207 
Hearing Date 03-19-03 

Rep. Klein: Because of the tunnels going through the mountains. 

Rep. Clara Sue Price also introduced the bill. See attached news article. 

Nell Lelah, Alderman for the City of Minot, spoke in support of the bill, See attached written 

testimony, 

Senator Krebtbach: Could you explain gaven yards? 

Nell: They are adding more tracks and extending it. It will provide about 200 jobs. 

Bruce Ketter supported the bill as well. See attached testimony and opinion article from 

newspaper. 

Senator Netbing: In looking at the commwlities that can do this, it appears to be only Fargo and 

Minot. 

Bruce: The studies have been done to prove that Minot is a good city to do this. People in 

Northwest North Dakota know that this will affect the small towns around Minot as well. 

Senator Netblng: By definition however, it is limited to Minot and Fargo. 

Bruce: It involves class A highways and infrastructure. 

Paul Thomas also stated his support for the bill. He is with the ND Dry Pea and Lentil Assoc .. 

This means strong economic development for fanners. Currently we have processing plants in 

Minoit Ray, Crosby and other small communities in the northwest. Seven of our companies 

participate in this value added project, We are losing $15 .. 2s per acre that we are losing in 

transportation cost. This will have a positive impact on the economy of North Drucota. 

Senator Mutch: How do you currently pack the peas? 

Pault They are stored in SO kg bags and loaded into a truck to an inter model clty. 

~ This is certainly a benefit to all of agriculture in the state. 
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Page3 
Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number 1207 
Hearing Date 03 .. 19-03 

Senator Muteh: So instead of hauling it to Minneapolis, they will haul it to Minot. So there is 

still freight? 

Paul: Yes, but it would be a lot less than sending it anywhere else. 

Gary Price, President of Cal-Dak Cabinets in Minot, spoke in support of the bill. See written 

testimony. Also submJtted testimony from Oreg Johnson. In 27 years of business, he is now 

doing business in Japan. We have encountered problems trying to get the cabinets to an 

intenneddle site. With this in Minot, would relieve this problem. It will now cost my customer as 

much money to ship the product from Minot to Regina and back to Minot as it does to ship it to 

Japan, This is putting the manufacturers at a financial disadvantage. This will help to alleviate 

that. 

Mtcha~I Rubbelke, student at Bishop Ryan in Minot. akio spoke in support of the bill. 

John MacMartin, Minot Chamber of Commerce1 submitted written testimony. See attached. 

Earl Allen also spoke in support of the hill. He stated that Northwest North Dakota is suffering 

economically and this would help ND catch up. 

Senator Krebsbach proposed amendments. See attached. 

There was no opposition. 

The bearing was closed, No action was taken at this dme. 
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30343,0201 
Tltfe.0300 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for /J//j . 

Senator Krebsbach l./ r 
11 
("') 

March 17, 2003 '?;;~,ii 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE Btll NO. 1207 

Page 6, llne 11, remove *use eminent domain proceedings" 

Page 6, line 17. remove "eminent domain proceedtngs11 

Page 7. remove llnes 3 through 16 

Page 7, Une 17, replace 1111-38-10" with "11-38-09" 

Page 7, lfne 18, replace 1111-36•'1411 with "11-36-13" 

Page 71 line 28, replace "11·36-11 11 with "11-38-10" 

Page 10. tine 5, replace •11-38-12• with 1111-38-11• 

Page 10, line 22, ·replace •11 .. 35.1411 With -11-38·13" 

Page 10, line 30, replace 1111•3&-1311 with -11-38-12• 

Page 11, llne 6, I·eplace 1111-36-14" with "11-36-13• 

Page 11, line 14. replace 1111-36-1511 with "11•36-14" 

Page 11, tine 23, replace "11 .. 36-11 11 with "11-~l6-1011 

Page 11, llne 27, replace 1111•36-18" with "11-36-15• 

Page 11, tine 29, remove •already• 

Page 11, tine 30, replace 1111•3&-1r with "11-36-16" 

Page 13, line 18, remove *Eminent domain proceedings under this section may be Instituted by 
the Joint" 

Page 13, remove tines 19 through 23 

Page 13, line 24, remove "d ... 

Page 13, line 28, replace "11-36-12" with .. 11-36-11 .. 

Page 13, line 29, replace "e ... Wlth "d. 11 

Page 13, line 30, replace N11-38 .. 12 .. with 11 11 .. 35 .. 11" 

Page No. 1 30343.0201 
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Page 14, line 13, r,~taoe 1111·38-1&• with "11·H-1r 

Page 14. line 22, rtplaoe "11•38-19" with .. 11•36-18 .. 

Page 14, line 26, replace "11·38-20" with 1111-3~19" 

Page 15, line 25, replace •11-38-21 11 with "11-36-20" 

Page 16, line 4, remove -rhe adjoining state or pubH,o entity has the11 

Page 16, remove fines 5 through 9 

Page 16. Une 13, replace 1111-38-22• with 1111•36-21 11 

Page 16, line 18, replace 1111-31-23• with 1111·38-2211 

Page 16, line 22, replace "11-36-1611 with 1111-36~15" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 
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30343.0201 
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Date:3-~3 
Rolt Call Vote#: / 

2003 SENATE STANDBIL~2.coMMmEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
u l:Ul.,SOLUTION NO, 

Senate 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken mO\l -ff) adept IJmm:inwl/-s 
Motion Made By Krehstntb K( .. ~MK-::~-~:=....L--- Seconded By U.f\, 

Sen1ton 
Senator Mutch 
Senator Klein 
Senator Krebsbach 
Senator Nethina: 
Senator Hcitkamo 
Senator Everv 
Senator E-· ,.: ---

Total 

Absent 

Yet No 
X 
'Y 
)' 

~ 
)\ 
7'. 
'X 

FloorAssignm.ent ~ 

If the vote is on an amendment. briefly indicate intent: 

Seaatort 

Committee 

Yes No 

. ., 

! 

I 
{ 

l 
1 
I 
i 
.\ 

l 
I 
l 
,· 

l 
I 
I 

l 
I 

!ht ■lorotrlll!ltlo 1- on thlt fll• 1rt ...... ltl ,........,11 ... of , ...... •1tvtrtd to MOdtrn lnf-tloo, CVtt• for lllorof 11■11111 INI J 
.. ,. flllliNl•lft lht ..,1 .. courtt of lWtfnett, TIii pt,ototr.,,.,lo pr-• ... 1, 11...,-dtl of tht Alltrloan Nttlonll 11-NN lntlllutt , 
(AMII) for _, .. 1 Mlorofllt<, IIO\'fCII If th• ffliied IMlll'I 111,pv• ,. 1111 lt1fbl1 than thfl Noll••· ft,. dut to th• quelllY of th• 

doc\llllnt betno ftllned, ()\ \Y""-.. :Ua if.,AMI-~~ lcl&--\D'.3, 
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Date:'?>-'~~ 
Roll Call Vote #: 2 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITIEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 

Senate 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Co\U'lcil Amendment Number 

Action Taken h.[ss J\s ~¢l. 

/2D7 

Motion Made By Kl:'~ Seoondcd By ~ 
Senaton Yes No Senaton 

Senator Mutch X 
Senator Klein " Senator Krebsbach y 

I l "" 

Senator Nethina } 
Senator Heitkamo ~ 
Senator Bverv ·x 
Senator Bsoeaard IX 

Committee 

Yet No 

Total (Yes) ~ /No -[) 

Floor Assignment 

Absent ""()
7 

______________ ---:--.-----------

~~ KYd:sbuYI 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Thi •tcl'Olrllf!hfc tNlff on tht• ftl111 art 1ecur1t1 repr~ttona of recordt •ttwrtd to Nodtrn lnfortNtfon tytt- for 1torofllMtnt 11$'1 
wtr• fHMlcHn tht fAIUL•r couree of bulfntH, The photoorlt)hfc proct11 niett• ttlnlMrdt of the Anltrfetn N1tf ontl •ttndlrdt 1net1tutt 
(ANSI) for •rchtv•l ,nfcrofflM, NOYICBI If tht ftlllied 1111191 •v• ,. let• legible than thft N~ttce, tt ,, di.It to the qlJllftV of tti. 

doctmnt befnt ftlMd. ~~ 1::Pa ·- \ b\l o3 
1>p1r1tor•1 ,f.;;;,~~~ 6\ Doti 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEI! (410) 
March 28, 2003 8:21 a.m. 

Module No: IR .. 4-1713 
Carrier: Krebebloh 

lnaert LC: 3034S.0201 TIiie: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMlffU 
HB 1207, • engn,e11d: lndualrY, llual,.... and Labor CommlttN (Sen. Mutch, 

Chllnnan) recommends AMINDMINT8 Al FOLLOWS and when so amended, 
recommends DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NA VS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engrossed HB 1207 was placed on the Sl>eth order on the calendar, 

Page 6, Une 11, remove •uae eminent domain proceedings" 

Page 6, line 17, remove •eminent domain proceedtngs• 

Page 7, remove llnes 3 through 16 

Page 7, line 17, replace •11-31-10• with •11...,.. 

Page 7, line 18, replace •11-36-1411 with 1111-38-1311 

Page 7, Une 28. replace 1111-38-11 11 with •11-3t-1011 

Page 10, line 5, replace 1111-31-1211 with 1111-3t-11 11 

Page 10, line 22, replace 1111-36-1411 with •11 .. 39-13• 

Page 10, llne 30, repJace 111*1311 wfth 1111-3&-1211 

Page 11, llne 6, replace 1111-31-1411 with 1111-31-1311 

Page 11, llne 14, replace •11-31-15• with 111141-1411 

Page 11, Une 23, replace •11-36-11 • wfth 1111-36-1 o• 
Page 11, line 27, replace 1111-31-1811 with •11-ae--11• 

Page 11, line 29, remove "already• 

Page 11, llne 30, replace 1111-38-1711 with 1111-38-1811 

Page 13, llne 18, remove •Eminent domain proceedings under this section may be Instituted by 
the Joint11 

Page 13, remove fines 19 through 23 

Page 13, Une 24, remove 11d. 11 

Page 13, line 28, replace ta11·36-1211 with 1111-.38-11 11 

Page 13, lfne 29, replace •e. 11 with 11d. 11 

Page 13, line 30, replace 1111-36-121 wtth 1111 ·36-11 11 

Page 14, line 13, replace •11-ae-1111 with 111141-1t1 

Page 14, fine 22, replace "11-38-1911 wlth 1111-38-18• 

Page 14, llne 26, replace 1111-38-2011 wfth 1111-38-1911 

Page 15, llne 25, replace 1111-38-21 11 with 111148-2011 

Page No. 1 
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AlPORT OP STANDING COMMtnu (410) 
March 21, 2003 8:21 Lffl. Modute No: 8f1.14.17a 

c.m.r: Krebebaoh 
lneert LC: 30343.0201 TIiie: .0300 

Page 16, fine 4, remove ll'fhe adjoining state or pubUo entity has tt,e• 

Page 16, remove llnes 5 through 9 

Page 16, line 13, replace •11--.22• Wfth •11-.21• 

Page 18, nne 16, replace •11~n• Wfth •11-31-22• 

Page 18, line 22, replace •11-ae-1e• with •11-ae-15• 

Renumber accordingly 

{2) DESK. (a) COMM Page No. 2 
SA-64-6783 

I 

'I I .... 



')/> 

ll1i1J'•• •11~/~: ~(,; .,1 \ ' 

> •. '.~'.t}t\•;·,~ /· 
~ l~1·:Y. )i·:· 

, ., r1~t;j.;1;i<. 
"-;{,t't,<;,.:,,f-;•• ·,I 

'H 

1
1'(,_:1,,•',•:•,, \', 

/,\'.'tt._(5~/ , .. /, 1,·:, I 

,·,~ .. ~\:' 

~ .~; '. : •'/

0

1 I 

,,.J[il~\,:1'iit •. 
Mi Ir,-:\ II '1 If I ,/ /, • '--., l I 

' \ j~\i',~,- 1
) '~i '1 •,, '-:, > ' ,. 1 , 

I}~ I tJ~~:r'< ◄ tJ ,!, .,~•;.t l(J ~ i •_.'' 

,•f_i!:\;,:\'f, ,, ,,;•'.•irl•• 'i'.'c•,1),,\1 

.~.(?\;\~?;/(_;::( ,,, :·.:i:. 
i-lJ,,'H •: ,·\: '- ''" 

,·,,,,·, 
' \•J• :;: 

i'f. l(I i'•'·\ r~·. ,, ,:, '•. ,, II ,I ',1'1 
~·~f.:(~lc:(:·/ ',,t<•.:·\ --. :: .';..,i\ ?•:/ 

,,4,1~,).' ... l ~, ... ts, JJ.•,•11 -~l .'." J•I '• 

\~1~;~~:~:::::t}};'.,·''' 
·'i;lt.<·•1 1 , . 

'i.\W:'i'·i'.,;,,.:< , , ~, , J:d :'.'>,?, •,, ':-: 

\~t:/:'.?: '\\/;, 
,/,Yt/l,:,:·~ :'_•)-➔~,',;I J, .. 

it~1
lMii!lir_;:i :-.i•::·/i: 

{~l,J~·,f•:j;,.~i,. r j~. 
1 

,_1,~r,.(, •'·,1 /1 ·.,i ./ ,·~\;•., 

.~,1\i):f t·\•'i<:>'', ,;,--:·).\·,,, 
_.. 1•. 

. '--.•::~·.·, 
·< ,•~ ,;_\ l _I 

. /', 
1,·t 

2cfo3, USTI)CONY 

IJB:1207 

I 

I 
\, 

1,.·1',. 

Tht t11lcroor'f)hlc tinegea on tht• ftlfll are accurate reproduction• of records delivered to Modern lnfor1111tton Syatw for 111tcrofH111tna and 
were fflMtd In tht r.tQUl111r courte of buatneH. The photographic proceH 1111et1 etendtrds of the Amertcen NattOMl Standards lnttftute 
(ANSI) for archival mtorofllffl, NOTICEI If the fllt1iied 111110• ab:ov• ,. lee, leotble than tht• Notice, tt to du49 to the quality of the 

docl.Mnt bet~ filMtd, ,·~· Di'-', !t JNl!,~.,,\}~ 'I -
0per1tor '• s Sll\lture ~- ' 

01te 



OWen 
Larson. 

e><eoutfve 
director of 
the Minot 

\looatlonal 
Adjustment · 
Workshop, 

points to 
the pro-. 
ceasing 

portion of 
the blu• 

print of the 
plant oper .. 

atfons. 

kn~ 
CO.,,tlpOINIM'lt 

• I • ,•• ,\ 

W Orkshop working on detaiiJ 
of new processing plant ); 

By KAREL SOVAK 
Correspondent 

ksovakO ndweb.com 

1974 by the Javits•Wagner-O'D~i 
Aot, has been an excellent te~ 
player Jn th~ process. , .. : 

The processing project would 
The , Minot Vocational ho the 12th seo!.lred by th~ 

Adjusbn.rtlt Workshop 1s worlc.lng Workshop. JWOD c:alls for 60 ptl'ii 
out the details for a new value- cent of the workforce on all pr<;ft 
added ag projoct announced last foots lo be filled by persons wi~ 
week. dlsablHHes, The first contra~ 

0We11 Larson, executive cliM<:· secured by the Workshop was ·al 
tor of the Workshop, sald the pro- Minot Air Force Base nearly M 
ject is the new peu, beans, Jentlls yean ago. ~· ·, 
and soybeans processing plant The nearly 80,000-square-foof 
that will be developed and opera• facility will be bu1lt adjacent to thi, 
tional by the cind t>f 2003, At least · current Workshop location at 60ff1 

1 that's what the United States 27th S~t SE, Architects for tft~ 
Department of Agriculture plan are Anderson. Wade1 Whitt.Yi 
requires before anything else can and Larson, · ,.., I 
proceed. Owen Larson said there are slru 

The Workshop has worked on a lot of 11lfs" in the details, but the 
a team effort to even get to this project fs proceeding as planned, 
pohtt, l.Rr&on said N18H

1 
a non• Larson said the next meetins 

profit organitallon utabUshed in See PLANT - Page A& 

11 

Tht mt crotr•ph tc t111aH en thfl fll• 1ro 1ccur1t1 r~,t I cn, cf recordl dtl t vered to Modern Inf or•t I on 8\llt• I or •t orofllllt na tlld 4 
were ftlMld tn th• rOlllll•r ccur■• of bu1tne11, Th• phototraphtc procett .,..,. 1tandlrdl of tho Afflerto,n Nattonal Stelldlrdl 1n1tttut1 . 
(AMII) I., •rdlt ••I ., crcftlffl, NO!I CE I I I the ftl,ned , .. a. •bovt ti IHI I eol bit thtn th I I Not I... t t t t dUo to th• ..,.11 tv cf lht ; , t; 
docwnent betna fHMtd. , \'\\'~ ~ _ UQ MU'W-~~ 1x\~D3, _ 

0per•tor 11 'Hgnature -✓•• Date 
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/_01__ _ Plant with temperature c:ontro1s. ak 

quality, purity con~, interior 
fumlahh:,al and llinlted acces,1 

ohMld from p_,. A1 becaua. 'tt lf I food product," 
that will det«lrmine If the Larson aald the architects wW 
Worbbop NCUn1 the USDA meat and determlne If the Pl'OJect 
purchuel of the proceaNd P'Qd· needs to be tcaled beck or b.l'Oafl. 

· uct, requlrN lhat LU!lon have a ened on the unique need, of the 
total quality ffllDIIIIID8Dt plan ln USDA. Tbe '-illlty will be MJ,a. 
plta, and a $IS miWoll line of rate from the cwrent Worbbop 
credit, Lenon bu been workms operaUona and should employ 
with the Bank of Nodh Dakota to about 90 people, with a payroll of 
help .:um thOM funds. about $2,4 mlWon. 
· "'A. Jona u we haYe that tn The COit of the project b 11ti-

place, we pt our foot tn the mated between $8 million •od 
door," Lu101uaicl. "'Al wl~ ~)' .- $10 million, Funding would 
lJIOlld. of tbll sbe and the lmpll- have to cane from I number of 
cations. not Just for our reskm. IC>W'CN, · · 
but for the ltate. ll'i always eof.ng "Fundins Is alwa)'!I a concern 
to require. teem effort,.. wbm it COll1o9II to projects of thil 

Lanoa 111d sewn different size, .. I.anon said. 11We ,rill be 
...._, hdudma the Bank of kiokms' to the state'• Department 
North Dakota .wen broupt' of C-ommerr;:e; probebly Soww 
tqJl9ther to rww the procees Duin Plannlna, the PAqE ~ 
and 8nd out what could be done rural development money: In 
with what North Dekota does addition. the NISH organization 
beat- tidcultunl produc&n. ' will be helping with aome Jow .. 
· . The value-added plant would interest loam and of oow-se. our­
operate two eight-hour 1hifts1 sel\tel. We hope to have five or 
five da)'I a week. pl'OC'AIJins six separate enun:es on board. H 

(. -~ hued on US.OA pur- La&'aon said once the total cost 
•. f •· of the new project Is detennined, 

.._,. We loobd at I number of the next step will be to ~oUate 
\ iiimmodlU., I think there ~ with the USDA on I nmonable 
I ahout400nrietiel.l+Lanonsatd. COit of pack'8ffl3 _,_ poouct 

"'We ,ett1ed OD peu, beans, and the amount that would be 
Jentda md ~' u North demanded from them. . 
Dakota ii Ult' Jeedins produces: 1n Nit's easily . mlaunderstood 
the nation for peu and amolig tl»lt we are~ off a mn­
the 1eeder J.n the others. The tract,andwe'renot,H l~said. 
majority of that lffl)ducllon Js "If W'8 are able to prove to the 
within 1150-mile radiu, t,f Minot, USDA that we meet their faQility 
MOit al the peckaging will be the· standards od ca.r:,. 'provide an 
50 ks (about 110 pounds) bags. ~ .... 
We'll have two lines l'\llUW\8• 
One with the 50 q and the other 
.:will be tor the smaller 4-poWtd 
and 2•pound bags, depending on 
USDAorden, 
, . I.anon said the USDA will ,41'1t"4 n'f 'To "?x? 
Mnd out np.re,entaUves who 
'.will help detemt.lne the ~ 1 ~ 
alze of the building and the 
equipment wWch must be a part 
of the operations, 'l1ie equipment 
must be purchased from an 

. approved list of vendors and the 
I plim will be adjusted aoom:dll1g 
1 to thoee •~tJom, 

· , NQur diawlna ii about 18,000 
,- .. · ·w feet." Lmon aald, "1111 
' itna u required to be made 

· ':'•',., tJSD~ standard,, complete 

L 

operaUoMl plant and paclcsse 
the products in o. oompeUUve 
way, then we are eltslble for pm,. 
vldlns them (USDA) with 
enoush product over a yeu's 
Pffl.Od to nm two linN and two 
&blfts, five da,. a \Wek. .. 

Larson talked about the other 
"ifs" and the risk., that are 
involved, 

"We ~veto look at the poul· 
bWties of these product, being ln 
the. Mt u1de program. fundlns 
from Cangreu and supply of the 
product.~ I.anon ,aid, "We haw 
to. be able to p&ctunt the product 
oomlna In the front ~. being 
padc.,d and &Ulna out the bd . 
door. We have to factor in winter, 
and how much supply we haw , 
to have on hand to ma,t the pur,, 
chaNll ,of the USDA. That will 
drive bow much warehouse 
space we need. We understand 
there'• rub, but that'• tM way 
it'• been _ In eteryth1ng we~ve 
. done." 

La.non added that once the 
USDA oomes in with Its ....,... 
ment, value-added could tab on 
a whole new meaning for the 
projeet, WIOl1 sakl the potentlal 
for·. commercial proce19ina in 
conjunetlon with the USDA pur­
chases la. ,veat poaibllity. 

''&lkle paoka8'na, we have to 
• If there is sradm8 or cL,aotna 
that, needs to be donet Lanon. 

. said. Olf tbtte U, that meaDI addi• •' 
tional SJ)fflt, equipment aod pee>- ',I 

pte. 11 tbeie 1s t11tio8 requfred. r 
that meam a laborat011. end· the 
experts, the qualified ~le that 

'" 

71,,~1- 1/1.€ 

:SJ,, pf'fc/ 

lb..._, ~ f!. y'41?- ~ 

c'/7?.-

run that." 
I.anon Aid that delplte the 

qu.tlon marb that mat. the 
Workshop wW not lose ita delta­
nation u the .. ,tiwe primary 
lllllCY In the Unlt.cl Stat. .. for 
USDA purchue.. Lanon II 
pmud that Minot WOO that~ I 
nation over faUU. that· are 
aJrtady In operation IICIOU the 
United Stat., . · 

I.anon Aid the meeting wlth 
the architects and USDA olBolal, 
will tab place _early next )'NI', 

J 
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TESTIMONY 
HB 1207 

RepreMntatlv• Matthew M~ Kleln 

Chairman Weisz and members of the Transportation Committee. 

For the record, I am Representative Matthew M. Klein representing 

District 40 in Minot, ND. 

HB 1207 may appear to consist of many pages establishing a new chapter 

and various subsections. What it basically does is enact enabling 

leglslatlon so that a municipality may establish a port authority. 

Definitions, general powers, creation of municipal or regional port authority, 

certificate of incorporation of regional port authority, proof of existence of 

authority, commissioners • compensation - meetings - officers, general 

powers of a port authority, eminent domain, disposal of port property, 

bonds and other obligations, operation and use privileges, regulations, 

federal and state aid, tax levy may be certified by port authority or 

municipality, county tax levy for port purposes, joint operations, public 

purpose, port property and income exempt from taxation. municipal 

cooperation, out-of .. state port jurisdiction authorized .. reciprocity with 

adjoining states and governmental agencies, supplemental authority, 

savings clause - port zoning. and debt service fund are covered in 

Section I. Sections 2,3,4.5, and 8 relate to the establishment of taxing 

levies. 

In simple terminology, HB 1207 would allow the establishment of an 

intermodal loading/handling/storage facility in Minot, North Dakota . At 

present no such facility exists In North Dakota. Butte, Montana and the 
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TEITIIIONY 

HB1207 
ReprtNntattve Matthew M. Klein 

Twin Cltl• In Minnesota are the nearest full scale facllltlea, although a 

partial facility operates at DIiworth, Minnesota. Minot, North Dakota 11 the 

onty location In North Dakota where two clasa 1 railroads, the Burlington 

Northern r,nd the Canadian Pacific Intersect. Al many of you see dally •• 

the train• go by, ahlpplng 11 by modular containers with Japanese or 

Korean names. To aafely monitor and control content and to allow for 

rapid handling and distribution, the modem way of moving and distributing 

product. 11 by modular containers. At Minot, North Dakota, rall cara can be 

quickly Interchanged between competing rail carriers and moved 

ealt or wnt rapidly. Due to railroad tunnel restrictions on the Burtlngton 

Northern west route, triple stacking of modular containers cannot be 

accommodated. However, the Canadian Pacific route west does not have 

that limitation. 

Agriculture products would be the major initial products shipped, but this 

could rapidly expand to manufactured products. We talk about economic 

development and the numerous spin-offs a facility of this type would bring 

to North Dakota in addition to the many Jobs this would create .. why not 

North Dakota. why not Minot? Considerable study and preliminary work 

has already been accomplished. 

I hope you wm agree and act favorably on this BIii. 

Thank you. 

There are others here to provide more detailed Information and answers to 

any queatfons you may have. 

J 
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--• O, Carlloa, Jn JtNme G11N11hiq Jim Lee Sally Patall Molla B. llomlae 
('101) 8.fB-6912 (70/) 839,8845 ('10I) '122-J667 (101) 852--,924 (70/) 8'2-4142 

Transportation Committee Chair 
NO State Legislature 
Cepltal Building 
~;smarck. ND 

1·0 Whom It May Concern: 

The posslblllty of locating an lntennodal transportation facility In Minot. was discussed In May 2000. It 
was a timely Idea that coincided with the eoonomlc development visioning process that was and 
continues to be in process In Ward County. 

At that time an Advisory Committee recommended conducting a feasibility study regarding the 
potential for such a facOtty being created. Minot and Ward County are located In a unique location 
which offers several advantages over other parts of the state: It Is located on three major highWays, 
has two major railroads, an intemational corridor, Minot Air Force Base - which could become a multi­
use facility - and has an International location. 

In September 2000 the Ward County Commission was presented with a project proposal for a 
feasfblHty study to be conducted. 

Subsequently, the Commission took the lead and approved funds toward Phase Ona of the study. 
Funding made It possible to hire a consultant to work with core local leaders In determining a study 
plan. prepare a presentation that could be made to govemment, business and Industry 
representatives to obtain support and become partners fn sponsoring the study prior to preparing the 
grant application. The results of that study bring up before you today. 

Ward County Commissioners are well aware of the need to assure sustainable population growth and 
quality of life. The economy In westem North Dakota must be more competitive in national and 
fntematlonal markets and new wealth and employment opportunities must be developed. Becoming a 
Port Authority would greatly fnctease posslblllties for these things to occur. 

Therefore, Ward County pledges to continue Its support, along with the City of Minot, of the efforts 
being made by the Mayor's lntermodal "f ask Force. local legislators and other entities Involved In this 
worthwhile effort toward economic development In westem North Dakota. Designating Minot as a 
Port Authority via House BIii #1207 would be a logical next step In this vltel endeavor. Therefore, we 
urge your support of this em. 

Sincerely, 

Sally E. Pufall 
Ward County Commissioner 
Member, Mayor.ts lntermodal Task Force 
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RISQL(JTION 

WHEREAS: Two years ago, December, 2000. Ward County funded a preliminary 
evaluation and support study for the potential dc\'elopmcnt of a,1 intcnnodal terminal site 
in North Dakota, ml 

WHEREAS: The Upper Great Pm Transportation lmtitute at Nonh Dakota State 
University, in November 2002. completed a North Dakota Strategic Freight Analysis on 
"The Role oflntcnnodal Container Transportation in North Dakota", and 

WHEREAS: the above analysis reported location factors contributing to the success of an 
intermodaJ facility indude potential container volume, multiple railroad alternatives, 
location on an intennoJal line, location on the National Highway System, and a the 
availability of accessorial rail services, and 

WHEREAS: within a 250 mile radius of Minot, sufficient potential container volumes are 
apparent, and 

WHEREAS; the above analysis also reported that Minot is the only location in North 
Dakota where two Class I irulroads interchange ieight cars and where two competing 
railroad intennodal lines iruersect, both have accessorial services, and 

WHEREAS: Minot is the crossroad oftlne Mador Highways on the National Highway 
System, and 

WHEREAS: the above analysis also reported that North Dak.t>ta may need to establish 
enabling legislation allowing the formation of a Port Authority, and 

WHEREAS: the Fifty-eighth Legislative Assembly of North Dakota hwt created House 
Bill No. 1207, A BILL for an Act to create and enact Chapter l l-36 relating to local port 
authorities, and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: Ward County Board of Commissioners 
Jupports House Bill No. 1207, which enables local subdivisions to create a "Munici~al 
Port Authority. 

·-~ ' .. ,,,. ·-"'" 
I I 
~i-

' 

1 
I 
,; 

l 

J· 



r 
r 
' I , 

L 

I 

r 
( 

I, 
\ 
Ii 

t ; 

! 
:,, 
< 

\' 
I 
I 
I, 

t 
>,, 

t 
t, 
t 
t 
; 

;, • • •kl•...IA •,\, ~.,,, 
'. 
\( 

( 

-= N '-

! 0 
0 
N 

a, '-z CD .a 
CD E -tr a, 
:, CJ .c CD 

' u, Q 
(.) 

TM 1for09r.,fc f...,.. on thf• f flM art accurate l'IPf'OCUtfon& of recorda dtlfvtr-' to Nodtrn lnfo,..tfon IYlt• for 1torofll•fne and 
Wirt fftMd-h, t:ht N111,1l11' cour11 of bulfntt•. fht photoor-.,hfc procet• ... t, atandll'dt of tht AMertoan N1ttonel standerda ll'lltttutt 
(MIU for 1rchfv1l 11\fcroffllll, NOTICE1 If the fflMd f1111gt .. ft ltH lftfblt than thft Notfct, ft ti cu to th• 4Mltty of t11e 
~ being ftl....,, ~ 

L,.1. ~ ~~ 1 ~lo3 
Oport1or•1 .~~~ - cl Dato 

J 

.J 



r 
I 
I , 

L 

i 

I '\_) 
f 
l 
( 

Testimony of Neil Leigh 

RE: HB 1207 

Mr. Chainnan and men1bers of the committee, my name is Neil 
Leigh. I am an Alderman for the City of Minot and I am retired 
from the Burlington Northern Railroad. 

I would like to give you a short history of the railroad: 

20 years ago we had car inspections every 500 miles. We then 
changed it to car inspections every 1000 miles. 

When 15()0 mile inspections are implemented, Gavin Yard will 
consist of cannen which will inspect and repair all trains that come 
into the yards. The undercaniage of cars consists of workable 
parts. Draw bars which hold the trains together, couplers, yokes, 
draft gears to see that there are no cracks or broken parts or 
defects. Wheels are inspected for flat spots, high flange, thin 
flange, truck sides and brake beams. Truck bolsters are inspected 
for defects. When found bad, order tags are applied to cars stating 
the reason for the bad order. The bad orders are taken out of the 
train for repair. The car shop will have to be built. Flat switching 
of cars will make up trains for destinations to all parts of the 
country. 
Cannen will couple the train and give it a 70 lb. air brake test and 
the train is on its way. 
Gavin Yard will build more tracks and longer ones to 
accommodate more trains. A larger fueling system has been 
applied for to accomn1odate more trains. The County 
Commissioners past a resolution giving it No. 1 priority for a 
bridge at SSth Street SE on the west end of Gavin Yard and is 
asking for Federal Grants to build this bridge. This will make the 
flat switching easier for trains moving without interruption of 
traffic. 

One year ago, last October, an interchange was established in the 
lower yards at Minot. They are using this and it is working very 
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' ' ( I well. More train crews will come out of Gavin Yard instead of 
changing crews in downtown Minot. 

Now let's move to the 21-century. The inspections have changed 
again to every 1500 miles with Minot being right in the middle 
between Seattle and Chicago. 

That could be a big plus for the efforts to establish an Intennodel 
hub in Minot, according to a study done by the upper Great Plains 
Transportation Institute at the North State University of Fargo in 
October. 

The City of Minot has what it talces to become an Intermodel Hub. 

Along with the two Class-I railroads that intersect in the City of 
Minot, we also have two 4-lane highways that also intersect. With 
Minot being centrally located within the state, it makes locating the 
Intennodel Hub in Minot the most logical choice. 

In closing, I hope you agree and I urge you to give House Bill 
1207 a do pass recommendation. 

Thank you. 

I. ·The lfor..,..,~ t.,.. on thl• flt• art IOOUl'•t• r.-.tfw of reeorda •UYtrtd to Nodtrn lnfoNltfon IYlt• for lforofft■fn, .,. 
... ,. fft-•lt\ - t#,dlr OOUt'H of bUlfntH. Tht photo,,.fc procttl Mttl ,t .. ,.. of tht AINl"fCtn Natfonll eu,.,. IMtftutt 
(AMII) fol" 1Yrchfval 11fcroftlM. NO'l'IClt If th• ftlMd t■- ~ 11 lHI lttfblt than thf I Notfet, it 11 dul to tht qu1ltty o• the 
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North Dakota 
Dry Pea .,JJ. 

&Lentil 7 
Association 

Testimony of Paul Thomas 
North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil Association 

House Bill 1207 
Transportation Committee 

Fort Totten Room 
February 6, 2003 

4007 State Street 

Bismarck. ND 58503 

Phone: (701)222-0128 

Fax: (701) 223-4130 

E-maU: nddpla@btigate,com 

Chairman Weisz, members of the House Transportation Committee, for the 
record my name is Paul Thomas and I am representing the North Dakota Dry Pea and 
Lentil Association, The North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil Association represents pea, 
lentil and chickpea growers and processors throughout North Dakota, I am here to testify 
in favor of HB 1207, which would allow for the creation of local port authorities within 
North Dakota. 

North Dakota is the nation's leading producer of dry peas, and close in leading the 
nation in lentil and chickpea production. Acres of pulse crops in North Dakota are 
continually climbing and have provided positive economic returns to producers, 
Processing facilities specializing in both domestic and foreign food grade markets have 
developed along with the growth of acreage, These pulse-processing plants are located in 
Minot. Ray, Crosby1 Crary, Bowman, Richardton and Fargo North Dakota. Pulse crops 
from North Dakota have been exported into International Food Markets through 
government food aid or directly to International pulse buyers. 

Most International pulse markets and food aid markets require and accept cleaned 
product in bagged quantities, Seven North Dakota companies are all currently 
participating in value added processing by cleaning and bagging product to specifications 
that meet end users requirements. A majority of all food grade pulse crops processed in 
North Dakota must be loaded into containers to be shipped to the end customer, These 
containers are hauled out of our state to the nearest container loading facility in Canada, 
Minneapolis, MN or Bozeman, MT, 

According to Oreg Johnson, owner of Premier Pulses International in Minot, ND. 
by not having container loading capabilities in North Dakota it has cost North Dakota 
producers as much as 1 to J ,5 cents per pound of product. This represents a $1 S-$25 per 
acre loss to North Dakota pulse producers. 

Creation of a Port Authority in North Dakota to develop an inter-model facility 
wiH have a positive economic impact in North Dakota. North Dakota agriculture has 
made tremendous strides in identity preserving and value added agriculture products. As 
the value added industry continues to grow so does the need for containel'ized loading 
capabilities. 

Chainnan Weisz and committee members, I urge a do pass on HB 1207. I would 
be happy to answer any questions you may have, 
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Mr. Chairman: 

Mt-rnbers of the committee: 

My name is Laurence Scheresky. I am a farmer from the Minot area. I have been involved 

in production agriculture for 55 years. I have experienced and witnessed many changes 

durina those years. The biggest changes have been the diversity of commodities grown 

and the tillage methods used to produce those crops. 

North Dakota is the number one producer of eleven essential commodities that are 

produced nationally. We are limited in our ability to move thc,se commodities. We 

hear a great deal about value added commodities, and the ability to load and mo,·e 

sealed containers of identity preserved products from a centrally located port 

authority would greatly enhance the value to area producers, and bring economic 

growth and development to the Minot area and the state of North Dakota. 

I am in favor of establishing a port authority and subsequently an inter modal 

facility to be located in north central/northwest North Dakota, most likely in the Minot 

area. ~ a du f)fHd • 

Thank you 
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CAL-DAK CABINETS, INC. 

2410 - 30th Avenue NW • Minot, ND 58703 • (701) 838-2901 • Fax (701) 838-3738 

TNtbaolliy 
HB 1207 

Chalrm111 Weisz and members of the Transportation Committee 

For the record my nam0 Is Clary Price. I am the President and CEO of C■l•Dlk Cabinets, Inc. located tn 
Minot. ND. 

For the put 27 yeers I have felt that, when asked. I would be unable to compete on a level that would allow 
for us to export our products overseas. I may have been wrong. 

In July of 2002 I was contacted by a Japanese Import« of construction materials about the pouibUfty of 
supplylna cabinets for markets In Japa111. Aft« many month, of communication, Htnlty hWIChdl of 
cabin,.lt prices, and the comp let Ian of a trip to Japan I have mewed this prospect to the poirtt where methods 

'' and costl of hight wUI determine the success of this venttn. The company in Japut has reeained the 
services ofilieir hight forwarder ftom Tokyo who hu • agent In Loi Angeles. To date, thla aaent states 
that the best arrangements for getting a 20• container to Minot Is to havo one delivered &om MiMeapolls at 
a cost of $2600.00 mless we can load it in less than 2 hours which would bring the COit to St300,00. My 
alltomer In Japan laked few my help in finding oth« mean,. We foun~ that throuah • cliffinftt ahippfna 
line, one that ports in V111couver1 tlnd we may be able to bring a container In from Reaina, 

House BIii 1207 is a1abllng leglslatlon for the a-eatton of an intermodal site In Minot. As stated Jn wller 
testlmmy Minot has many advantages for this, not the least of which are the 2 intennodal rail lines. This 
and Minot's central location hu the potattia.1 to benefit I great number of North Dakotan• throughout the 
ltate throuah reduced COits uscciated with re1dlin1 lntermodal sites. Using the dHferent 1Cen1r!01 for 
reac:hlna I site tom Minot. our oom ftJr that portion or the total hiaftt will rm1 &om a low ot' ltOtald 3% 
to a high or 12 ½% of total sa.109. By comparison. one estimate puts the freight &om Regina to Tokyo at 
I• than $2000 per 20• container or approxlmately 10% of sales. By en1bHn1111 lntermodal site in Nordt 
Dakota and one with the obvious advantages of Minot. you wut present manufacturers with lower fi'ef&ht 
rates that will enhance their vlablllty and encourage others to do business in Nonh Dakota. 

I urge a do pass for House BUI 1207 

~anlc...-You 

C/?.'~ 
OaryPrlce 
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Teatlmony o• 
BOUSE BILL NO. 1207 
From Bruee Keeter 

h.nnan Weiss and committee members, this afternoon I speak to you in support of HB 1207 . 
• view the establishment of a "port authority" as adding the missing piece to a jigsaw puzzle. And for those of 
you that have attempted many challenges over your legislative career or life time, I'm sure that when 
something challenging eventually comes together it is a gratifying feeling, 

We are living in dramatically changing times in North Dakota. With the current trends in out-migration, 
many are asking questions like, "are the present economic development efforts adequate enough to reverse this 
trend of out-migration°? Northwest North Dakota is suffering declinjng populations more than any other area 
of the state. 

WHATS CHANGING IN NORTH DAKOTA? 
COUNTY YEAR2000 VEAR 1990 + or~ pop. ,c. change Ave. wage Income 
BOTTINEAU 7149 8011 -ae2 -10./8 $17,000 to $21,000 
BURKE 2242 3002 -760 •25,32 $17,000 to $21,000 
DIVIDE 2283 2899 -616 ~21.25 $17,000/yr 
McHENRY 5987 6528 •541 •8,29 S171000 to $21,000 
MOUNTRAIL 6631 7021 -390 -S 29 $171000 to $21,000 
PIERCE 4675 5052 -377 -7.72 $17,000 to $21,000 
RENVILLE 2610 3160 -550 -17.4·1 $17,000 to $21,000 
TOWNER 2876 3627 ~751 ~20.71 $17,000 to $21,000 
WILLIAMS 19761 21129 -1368 •6.47 $17.000 to $21,000 
OTHER NW 24292 27461 ♦3169 ·11.54 
WARD 68795 57021 874 1.51 $23,574 

( /,,,,--,\ TOTAL NW 8308'7 11312 PoP, Loss 
•22&5 

l N aowdln ,..,,..unt tht feW In the IUtllthlt lnot'NMd populltlon ow, .. _,.,..., The following 
theumtiOy.arpttiod. 

SIOUX 4044 3761 283 7.52 
ROLETTE 13674 12772 902 7.06 
MORTON 25303 23700 1603 6.76 
BURLEIGH 69416 60131 9285 15.44 
CASS 123138 102874 20264 19.70 
WARD 58795 57921 874 1.51 

OTHER TRENDS INCLUDE; 

North Dakota State University Data Center 1 

The committee receiwtd a report from a representative of the North Dakota State Universly Data Center nsgardng the 
state's demographic tr'arlds in relation to economic devetopment In the state. The trend jft North Dakota of loSI of ' 
population In rural commLr1ities Is conslltent with what Is happenfng i1 al the states In ~ Great Ptalns. Th18ft elements 
IWvant to populatfon ant the nlmber of births, deaths, and mlg~estimony Indicated that one element tactonng 
Into the lou rA populltton In the Gtut Ptalne Is that the number of 8Cf8I per fann ts fncreallng. North Oakota la at a 
por,t t:A change ~ the 21et century Just n It wae in the 19309. In the 19301 there were agrtculttnt c::hanges, and In the 
21st eenhly thiN'e are technok)gical ct,anget, In the 19309 raMroadt COt'N'ttCted communittts, whereas now~ 
ffnkl communltiN. 

,.-Jn the 19901 Nonh Dakota became a ate with more of Its retk:lenta IMnQ In urban area, than In ruraf areas. This 
conddltiOn « people to the tas;e,' c:ommunffles Is age and gender' epecfflc. In North Dakota, the senk>r' dttzen 
popuatton now exceec:ta the youth population; the number of births In the state has been declnlnQ since 1982; and a 
~ number d counties e,cpertet,ce ft1MW live blrthl than deaths. As a resutt of thil population change, the me of 

. · I ~ ..... wor1c force,. decteallng, 
\.._,,I 

1 Testimony ftom 1999 Legislative hearing on Economic Developmtnt 
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I currently drive truck for Food Scmces of America. We have branches in both Minot and Fargo. 

I wHI share two examples of how the trends of out-misradon affect our bushless: 
. 1) volume of product, sbtpped .. IO years, 5 years, now, >>> XX.XX oases, XX cases and X cases to rural {nwns, 

) freight rates. .. "the price or coat or doing busineu" ... as of March 21 • our largest single account (5.5 
million dollars and 200,000 cases to 10 stores, 2x/wk is doing business elsewhere and will be shipping product 
from Nebraska. REASON... Freight rates add cost to each case of product we haul in and haul out of our 
warehouse. 
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FREIGHT RATES 
• $1.80 per l 00 wt. from Dickinson to Minot 
• $6. SO to $7.00 per l 00 wt. ftom Washington to Minot 
• $7, ts from lower West Coast to Minot 
• About 10,61 per JOO wt. from Minneapolis to Minot. (SlO wt. freipt alld S0.61 per 100 sur ellarge) 

At our Minot warehouse we have on the average of S2 trucks that dock at our facility per week with inbound 
freight. That equals 2,704 per year. We receive approximately 1,400,000 cases per year. That equals 
116,666cases per month of inbound freight. Our Fargo branch would double each t>fthese number for their 
warehouse. I and our VP of Operation recently attended a meeting on the "Port of North Dakota lntermodal 
Project,, Task Force in Minot. We discussed the positive impact of having a competitive market and options 
available for freight. The cost of freight is by far the largest single cost in our business and directly effect the 
price to our customers. 

I
,,;_·. In the same hearing in 1999 the following recommendations came from a repf'taentative of the North Dakota 

AIIOCfaUon of Rural Electric CooperaUvea he suggested that: 2 

. • ProgNms Med to change tbt pnpectivethat thfnQI are better acM'MW,..,.. .,..; 
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.... pollcymaktrs Med to._. a bit bNIW- becaUN people IN pulled to Change, not pulhed to 
change. 

As a state we have a lot to offer a prospective business that is considering the placement of a value 
added manufacturing or packing facility in North Dakota. Included are an educated and dedicated workforce 
able work in a manufacturing plant relating to our agricultural based economy or other growing sectors of high 
technology or aerospace/aviation (military or private). Jn lm 1207. I see the opportunity for positive change. It 
is the very start of what is not only a logical fit but also a logistical necessity to our current infrastructlU'e, 
through the establishment of a "tnn1portation network" that will compliment the ELECTRICITY and 
WATER that are aJready available. plentiful and appealing to developing any industrial sector all agross the 
state. region. international borders or international waters. These endeavors are exactly what will tum around 
recent trends in North Dakota. To truly grow the North Dakota economy we must invest in the infrastructure 
that allow for expending of a wide variety of occupations or careers that pays a wage which is at or above a 
regional average, Then and only then will people stay but some will return and of course tk>me will experience 
the quality of Hfe in North Dakota for the first time as they move to our great state. 

The efforts that are initiated by this legislation are not about east or west, rural or ~ pro business vs. 
agriculture or anti economic development ... If is about moving forward with a plan that can be of great benefit to 
the future health and well being of our state. The time has come for poHcymak.,. to ..,,oach economic 
· ~, ~ • • lonO-ttrm IIMllnM Md ltop apptOIChlng 4IConomlc deWlopment In two- or thflt.year cycltl. 

' .._.,,go you to support H8 1207 here in committee and work with your fellow legislators to pass in to law. 

---------
2 Testimony from 1999 Legislative hearing on Economfo Development 
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TESTIMONY 
OF 

Oreg Johnson 
Premier Pulses Internationa~ Inc. 

House Bill 1207 
Transportation Committee 

Fort Totten Room 
February 6, 2003 

Chairman Weisz, Members of the House Transportation Committee. As the record should state 
my name Is Oreg Johnson.. I am owner/operator of Premier Pulses in Minot, ND. Passage of HB 
120? is vital to developing industry, enhancing and encibling Qurrent industry to be more viable. 
With this comes economic development that is ever so needoo in our state. Esh!bliahing a Port 
Authority enables more options available for the entrepreneur. 

WtJ have the railroad scenario, as explained by Mr. Leigh. with the inspection points and 
fuel ~ops being established which ever so much help dictate intermodal criteria. Many say that 
our weather is our major DRAW BACK to economic development. I am sorry but 1 believe 
transportation in North Dakota is the number t DRAWBACK. 

Put the railroad in perspective and then one needs to get the industry to the railroad the 
shortest, safest, anon economical way we can. Obviously boats and barges do not hav" a place 
for this fteight avenue due to ND being landlocked. lfwe limit ourselves to one rail entity, to an 
intennodal. we again are at their mc~rcy. We atready pay more than neighboring states and the 
cars go right by our door. 

So begins the road network of shipping and receiving intermodal freight. This network 
needs to be able to safely accommodate truck traffic 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. A oneway 
or single highway to the facility is not the answer. A number of highways are however. With 
these highways is also the ability to transport without restrictions imptylng reduced weights. The 
highways will have to typically have to accommodate 78,000 pounds at a minimum. Many of 
the secondary roads in ND are restricted 2S% of the year. Tots becomes a major factor for an 
industry in a remote area to deliver 2S% of the time. 

At Premier Pulses we work daily with the railroad. It Is a constant struggle keeping 
routing right and transloading fteight at other facilities. With two rail lines available it would 
eliminate many of these costly headaches, 

Another freight carrier that I feel is greatly overlooked is whatever air service is 
available. I recently recall a military purchase of200 plus Bobcats. This would be a tremendous 
boost for a company such as theirs to dellver to a Military ),lase and load the machhtery to be 
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deployed, Huge savings to the taxpayer and a little more profit to the company. This 1n tum 
aboukl lead to a better payJ~ job to employees and a more sustainable future for ND ooq,anics. 
Just one example of manr why a transportation network of acccssibllity ls critlcal. 

The la.1t part of this testm10ny comes from a question that is often heard when I villt with 
a member of the lealslature. What can I do to help NORTH DAKOTA? Is there a better way to 
help that is not golna to oost the Legislature any money? 

Chairman Weisz and fellow committee members, I urge a do pass on HD 1207. It .ls a 
plus for North Dakota. 
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Testimony on 11B 1207 

By 

L. John MacMartln, President (407) 

Minot Area Chamber or Commerce 

Chairman Weisz and members of the House Transportation Committee my name is John 

MacMartin and I am the president of the Minot Area Chamber of Commerce. I appear before 

you today to speak in support of HB 1207. You have already heard from a number of 

advocates of HB 1207. I intend to recap some of the points that were made and I will attempt 

to answer questions that were stated or implied. 

Why might be the biggest question? Why are we before you with this bill? There are two 

primary reasons why the Minot area is interested in an intermodal site and HB 1207. Over the 

last several years. representatives of foreign governments have traveled to North Dakota and to 

the Minot area. They have expressed great interest in many of the specialty crops that are 

currently grown or ones that could be grown. Along with the interest in those crops. is the 

requirement for identity preservation. As folks looally looked into ways to achieve identity 

preservation, sealed containers became the option and sealed containers led us to ports and in 

turn to intermodal sites. Also, a number of firms have contacted our community to see if North 

Dakota and Minot were a place to relocate a business. One of the questions asked was our 

proximity to an intennodal site; MADC has indicated that they have never heard back from 

any of those firms after they learn that Dilworth MN. Butte MT and Canada are the closest 

intermodal locations. Finally, there are the existing private firms in North Dakota for which an 

intermodal site could make their product inputs as well as fmished product easier and cheaper 

to receive' from and deliver to the national and international markets. So the first reason for our 

interest is customer demand. The second reason \s that an intermodal site will serve an area 

-. ..__) much larger thanjust Minot or Ward County. HB 1207 provides the necessary enabling 
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legislation for units of government to work together to establish a port authority. to issue bonds 

and, if necessary, to provide a means to repay those bonds. 

Why Not Minot? That is the question that we asked ourselves. Ward County financed a "Phase 

One" study to look into what exactly were a port authority and an intennodal transfer site. 

Then the Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute conducted a study for all of North 

Dakota. That study is entitled: "North Dakota Strategic Freight Analysis, The Role of 

Jntermodal Container Transportation in North Dakota" (UGPTI Departmental Publication No. 

149 and 150). That study identified four criteria to look at when evaluating a location for an 

intermodal site. Those criteria include: accessorial services - this would incJude train 

assembly, train servicing, refueling, crew changes. etc; competition between the two class one 

railroads in North Dalcotai a location for an intermodal line; and a location on the National 

Highway System. Minot clearly meets all of those criteria and many of the speakers before me 

have touched very well on those points. In fact, the Upper Great Plains Institute points out and 

I quote "Minot is the only location in North Dakota where two Class I railroads interchange 

freight cars and where two competing railroad intermodal lines intersect." Let me just 

reemphasize one of those and that is the accessorial services. What this really means is that the 

railroads have reasons to stop in Minot. 

Why is this important you ask? Well to get the answer you need to look no further than across 

North Dakota. There are many abandoned rail lines and many grain elevators that are no 

longer used because they no rai~ ,1es leading to them. We believe that the build it (lntermodal 

site) and they (railroads) will come is simply not valid. The facts to support this are in the 

Upper Great Plains Institute Study where it is noted that in 1970 there were over 1500 

intennodal sites and in 1998 there were less than 370. Sounds remarkably like what our State 

has experienced with grain elevators. The railroads have to want to stop, to have the yards to 
i ) ·..._,... make up a train, to refuel to change crews otherwise the trainjust keeps on rolling that is its 

t 



r 

L 

t 
I 

I I, 
I: 

I 
............. 

l ') ·~ 

efficiency and those very elements are the strengths with which Minot will use as we negotiate 

with the railroads. Also of key importance is the presence of two class one railroads. Our 

Governor, the Legislature and our Congressional Delegation have all looked for ways to 

relieve the North Dakota shipper from being captive to a single railroad for freight rates. The 

presence of two railroads wm ensure competition as well as access to different ocean ports, 

The Upper Great Plains Institute also identified six key steps to developing an intennodal 

facility in North Dakota. 

1. Pursue state enabling legislation allowing for creation of a port authority for 

communities and regions - bonding authority and power to levey funds. 

2. State legislation allowing joint state/local funding cooperation for non-highway 

components - start-up gra11ts from state or federal sources, low interest loans. 

3. Local community support of creation of diversified shipping/business model. 

4. Commitments and cooperative tfforts - rail carriers for rates and service, amongst 

political subdivisions and from shippers and third party providers. 

S. Specific site analysis - business plan and engineering plan. 

6. Outreach program to educate shippers. 

Minot is on µte path following these six keys and that is why we are here today. 

Chainnan Weisz and member of the House Transportation Committee I'd be happy to try to 

answer any of your questions. 
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ROUSE BILL 1207 · 

TESTIMONY OF HEARTLAND PEED, INC 
• 

dbaNORTHWESTALFALFAPRODUCTS 

Michael J. Bloyed 

BuicaJiy. we support the purpose of thia bill aa we have alto suppoded HoUle Blll 1426. 
Both bills give North Dakota valuable toola both to help and to lltrlct mcruetry. 

However. willke HB 1426, this bill contains Just 27 words. u,ed twice in section 11-36-
03 and l l-36-04. Let me quote this ,.,,.,, • ., u it is written, and I quote "located near 
the junction of two paved and divided multilw hipw&ys, where two compedns railroad 
iatermodal lines intenect, and where two tJaa l railroads hlterchanp fhdsht can". The 
insertion ottbele restrictina parameters aerve to ~ apimt all but one politieal 
aubdivision in North Dakota and establish that this bill will only apply to one community 
-Minot. 

Please understand that we have no inteat to remict or impede Minot in their efforts to 
improve their own; and hence also North Dakota'• economic poare11. We believe the 
purpose ot this bill can pro\lide North Dakota with a valuable economic tool but that it 
should not be structured in such a nan'Ow way that only 1 commuoity cu take advantase 
of ita provisions. 

If you have not bad a chance to read the WflY thorough and bishJy informative document 
recently released by the UPPER. GREAT PLAINS TllANSPOR.TATION INS1Tl1JTE 
which is titled North Dakota Stratesic Freight Analysis: The Role of Jntennodal 
Container Transportation in North Dakota_ I can tell you that tho study includes, In 
several areas, these very words as conditi0111 bOQeficial to any 111ch intermodal lub. We 
do not disagree. Nowhere does it state that these conditiona are the most important or 
that a hub with adequate volume cannot be highly succesafW even lackins one or more of" 
these conditions. 

However, listed as the #1 condition to success for such a bub i1 (obviously) traffic 
volume. Our finn, Heartland Feed, Inc., was cdof the v«y few companies to respond to 
a questionnaire back, in May, 2002 sent to e,very business or iadustry in North Dakota 
who may use an intermodal hub. In it we indicated that we would ship annually S,000 
40• containers once growers could increase their production to 125,000 tons. In aH of the 
economic models, and throughout the uom report our S,000 40• containers are 
converted to 10,000 20" containers, which doubles the revenue to the &cility. Ob:viously, 
we would not use 20' containers for reason we will diSCUIS later. Since then we have 
made significant changes to our plant equipment design that increases our production 
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capability to over 200,000 tons annually. We have allO purchued an additional SS acres 
ot land IW'tounding our plant to provide for itl expamion. 

However, at no time did we ever indicate that we would consider shipping our product 80 
miles east to Minot. From before we ever met with North Dakota officials lat spring. we 
dilcuued with BN/SF out inteations and were pleued with their enthusiastic and 
cooperative position. which stated that they would welcome our traffic and would work 
with u, to load it in Tiop. Subsequent to that. we have met with represmrtativea ot 
BN1SF on numerous ()C(Uiona, have purchued land on one of their siclinp in Tioga, and 
have almost completed construction ofa warehouse and boxcar loadins facility. 

Please understand that we consider Minot a very valuable auet to our company, and have 
spent and continue to spend ten'• ot thousands of dollan with their merchants and 
contractors, and, in fact, wilb they were much closer to u,. We have analyzed the cost of 
drayago tom Tioga to Minot. and concluded that the cost and potemiaJ weather related 
winter and sprlns problems were too much. It wu for this reuon that we have gone 
forward with our plus to load boxcars in Tioga. · 

Therefore, it ia appropriate that I inform this committee that the inclusion of our volume 
in any facilities outside of Tiop is not appropriate, u we have already made the final 
decision to ship &om there- with the concurrence ofBN/SF. 

I would also like to comment on the study, in the spirit or oonstruotive infonnation &om 
which an parties could benefit. In cooperation with enginett ins firm of kadnnu, Lee & 
Jacbon, an enaineerins cost study and business plan was recently completed that covers 
the poteatia1 expamion of our facility now under construction bi Tiop. On pap S4 of 
the UGPTI study, in Table 13, titled Assumptions- a proposal of 40 aaes of pavement at 
a cost of $10,000 per acre is shown - with a total cost of $400,000, should have been 
transferred to Table 14 -listed u "Hypothetical Investment". It was not. Our 
ensineerins study shows that to handle and store containers. a heave duty concrete 
pavement is needed, whioh could cost $90 per square yard or over $400,000 per acre, not 
$10,000. I mention this tc1 point out why we believe the cost estimate f'or the facility 
proposed at Minot. u outlined in Table 14, is far too low, especially since they have not 
included any facilities for tbmigation or truck scales. I bring this up to point out that the 
economic success of any bub is a function of the ratio between the facility cost and 
volume. 

Even though our volume will not be available to Minot, all of the economic estimates are 
built around 20' containers - which we would not use except in rare cases. The cost to 
pick a 20' is virtually the SMte as for a 40' but moves only ½ the volume. Therefore, to 
ship any given ~nt of bulk product in 20' containers generates twir.e the income to 
the facility over using 40' containers. I beUeve that basing an economic study wruch 
contains the income from handling nothing but 20' containers will give a falsely 
optimistic picture - since many shipper, like ourselve1t will always use 40' containers (or 
the new 48's) if available. This, of course reduces the number pick's loading and 
unloading container ships, and inland &eight at the destination. 
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Muy of )'OU may not redz.e that alfalfa ba 
coatainera NPft'Nld 1/3 oftbe total tonMp .,>;:' .:=r:.~ ~ in~' or~• 
Virtually all of it ii deltined &,r Pacfflo Rim aedoal. ~l'J'VII-- from tbe Port of Seltde. 

Ia mmmary, let me emphadcall ate ~ at.,.,....,i. t of~ II~_!~~ U> HB 1207, lrtlae two 
RllllllftlU - dul providhJa the pouible me of Pon ~i; ~ Section 11-36-04 are 

I beliew it i• impouible tor any 1~.1~ body Port Autbadty may p,ove vital to ...-wn, to be Ible to pntdict wbenl or bow dlia 
Olll'lll'IW, m,CllpllDIL To COlllid« :C,.-:;: or.=ldq ~ bu:'--. like 
one location 11 foolish and sbortliahted, '° . ctive tbat it can only apply to 

lf}'OU comider ICtina on thi• bill, I all ottbe benetits ot a Port Authority Uf8e 1: to AlbOW the two reatrictive eecdona IO tbat Dakota. cu available to any community or..,. in North 

Thank you very much. 
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State of North I)akQta 
' ' . 

SECRETARY OF: Sf ATE 

CDTXnCl.ft OJI 'l'RADS DD 
Rm?S'l'D'l'IOII o• 

PORT OF NORTH DAKOTA 

The undersigned, as Secretary of State of North Dakota, 
hereby certifies ·that an·Applica~ion •fo~ 'Reg~atration of a 
Trade Name, duly signed pursuant to the provisions of-the­
North Dakota Trade Names statutes, has been received in this 
office and is found to conform to law. ' ·,•,. 

I ill' till•,. 

Adcordinglr the undersigned, as such Secretary of 
State, and by v rtue of the authority vested in him by law, 
hereby issues the Certificate of Trade Name Registration of 
PORT OF NORTH DAKOTA whidh is owned by WARD COUNTY 
INTERMODAL COMMITl'EE with an address of 315. 3RD ST SE PO 
BOX SOOS, MINOT, ND 58 1702-5005. . 
The Trade Name Registration shall remain in force until 

January 23, 2006. 

DATED: January 23, 2001 

Alvin A, Jaeger 
Secretary of State 
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TESTIMONY 

HI 1207 
RepNa1ntatlv1 Matthew M. Kl1ln 

Chairman Mutoh and members of the Industry. Business and Labor 

Committee. 

For the record, I am Representative Matthew M. Klein representing 

District 40 In Minot, ND. 

HB 1207 may appear to consist of many pages establishing a new chapter 

and various subsections. What it basically does Is enact enabling 

legislation so that a munlclpality may establish a port authority. 

Definitions, general powers, creation of municipal or regional port authority, 

certificate of Incorporation of regional port authority, proof of existence of 

authority, commissioners .. compensation .. meetings - officers, general 

powers of a port authority, eminent domain, disposal of port property, 

bonds and other obligations, operation and use privileges, regulations, 

federal and state aid, tax levy may be certified by port authority or 

municipality, county tax levy for port purposes, joint operations, public 

purpose, port property and income exempt from taxation, municipal 

cooperation, out-of-state port jurisdiction authorized - reciprocity with 

adjoining states and governmental agencies, supplemental authority, 

savings clause - port zoning, and debt service fund are covered In 

Section I. Sections 213.4 151 and 6 relate to the establishment of taxing 

levies. 

........ ,. ·~ ..... ~ 
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TESTIMONY 
HB 1207 

Rep,..entatlv• Matthew M, Klein 
In stmple terminology, HB 1207 would allow the establishment of an 

intermodat loading/handling/storage facility In Minot, North Dakota . At 

present no such facility exists in North Dakota. Butte, Montana and the 

Twin Cities in Minnesota are the nearest full scale facilities, although a 

partial facility operates at Dilworth, Minnesota. Minot, North Dakota is the 

only location In North Dakota where two class 1 railroads, the Burlington 

Northern and the Canadian Pacific Intersect. As many of you see daily as 

the trains go by, shipping is by modular containers with Japanese or 

Korean names. To safely monitor and control content and to allow for 

rapid handling and distribution, the modern way of moving and distributing 

products is by modular containers. At Minot, North Dakota, rail cars can be 

quickly interchanged between competing rail carriers and moved 

east or west rapidly. Due to railroad tunnel restrictions on the Burlington 

Northem west route, triple stacking of modular containers cannot be 

accommodated. However, the Canadian Pacific route west does not have 

that limitation. 

Agriculture products would be the major initial products shipped, but this 

could rapidly expand to manufactured products. We talk about economic 

development and the numerous spin-offs a facility of this type would bring 

to North Dakota in addition to the many jobs this would create - why not 

North Dakota, why not Minot? Considerable study and preliminary work 

has already been ,,ccompUshed. 

I hope you will agree and act favorably on this Bill. 

Thank you. 
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Testimony of Nell Leigh 

RE: HB 1207 

Mr. Chainnan P'. ;J members of the comntittee, my name is Neil Leigh. I am an Aldennan for 
the City ofMi,Aot and I am retired from the Burlington Northern Railroad, 

I would like to give you a short history of the railroad: 

20 years ago we had car inspections every SOO miles, We then changed it to car inspectioru1 
every 1000 miles. 

When 1500-mile inspections are implemented, Gavin Yard will consist of car men, which will 
inspect and repair all trains that come into the yards. The underoarriage of cars consists of 
workable parts, Drawbars, which hold the trains together, couplers, yokes, draft gears to see 
that there are no cracks or broken parts or deftcts. Wheels are inspectoo for flat spots, high 
flange, thin flange, truck sides and brake beams. Truck bolsters are inspected for defects. 
When fourad bad, order tags are applied to cw-s stating the reason for the bad order. The bad 
orders are taken out of the train for repair. The car shop will have to be built. Flat switohtng of 
cars will make up trains for destinations to all parts of the country. 
Carmen wm couple the train and give it a 70 lb, air brake test and the train is on it$ way. 
Gavin Yard will build more tracks and longer ones to accommodate more trains. A larger 
fueling system has been applied for to accommodat-, more trains. The County Commissioners 
past a resolution giving it No. 1 priority for a bridge at SS th Street SB on the west end of Gavin 
Yard and is asking for Federal Grants to build this bridge. This will make the flat switching 
easier for trains moving without intenuption of traffic. 

One y~ar ago, last October. an interchange was established in the lower yards at Minot. tlv:y 
are using this and it is working very well. More train crews will come out of Gavin Yo1·d 
instead of changing crews in downtown Minot. 

Now let•s move to the 21-century. The inspections have changed again to evl,ry 1S00 miles 
with Minot bei11g right in the middle between Seattle and Chicago, 

That could be a big plus for the efforts to establish an Intennodel hub in Minot, according to a 
study done by the upper Great Plaln, 1 Transportation Institljlc at the North State University of 
Fargo in October. 

The City of Minot has what it takes to become an Intennodel Hub. 

Along with the two Class-I railroads that intersect in the City of Minot, we a:lso have two 4 .. 
lane highways that also intersect. With Minot being centrally located within the state, it 
makes locating the Intermodel Hub in Minot the most logical choice. 

In closing, I hope you agree aml I urge you to give House Bill 1207 a do pass recommendation. 

Thank you. 
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0311.12003 TY'~ 11:zo FAX 101 •a• a10• &RT 8IU.JNG 

RESOLUTION NO. 2flt5 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT or HOUSI BILL NO. 1201. 

WHEREAS. on December 9, '2002. Ma)'OI' Zittlbelman presented• Ust otindividua.b he hid 
appointild to the Ml)t>r'• lntennodiil Tatk Force f'or the promotion of the 
estabHlhlntnt of a mwucipal port authority; ~d 

WHEREAS, a looal port authority will promote NMl advance the l♦lll"f'lll welfare. incnuo the 
volume, of commerce, coopttate ind act m eonjW1~on with uth• or&mlzatfOIII in 
the development of economic activity in the State. and $apport new al"1 e>tiatina 
b~ and indUltria in the State; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Ml not is located near the junction of two paved 8tld divided, multi-laM 
hipwa~ and when two competing raUroam ifttenect and intcirchanae frciaht 
cata;and 

WBEREAS, the Cit)' ofMin<>t II located in ccntraJ North Dakota; 

NOW. THEREFORE, Bl IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Minot. North 
06kota. ~ hereby ~luc, IIUppOl't for House Bill No, 1207 and urps the North 
Dakota State uslslature to approve House Bill No. 1207. 

81 J'T FURTHER RESOLVED that a fully executed COJJY of this resolution be, presented to 
Chairman Wei~ and the memben of the House Transpo,-tatioo Conunittee. 

Pasaed and adopted tJUJ 3td day of Fcbnwy1 2003. 

APPROVED: 
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Testimony on 
HOUSE BILL NO. t 207 
From Bruce Kester 

f""'hairman Mutch and committee members, this morning l speak to you in support of HB t 207. 
I view the establishment of a "port authority" as adding the missing piece to a jigsaw puzzle. And for those of 
you that have attempted many challenges over your legislative career or life time, I'm sure that when 
something challenging eventually comes together it is a gratifying feeling. 

We are living an dramatfoally changfog times in North Dakota. With the current trends in out•mtgratton, 
many are asking questions like, "are the present economic development effort~ adequate enough to reverse this 
trend of out-migration"? Northwest North Dakota is suffering declitlir,g populations more than any other orea 
of the state, 

COUNTY 
BOTTINEAU 
BURKE 
DIVIDE 
McHENRY 
MOUNTRAIL 
PIERCE 
RENVILLE 
TOWNER 
WILLIAMS 
OTHER NW 
WARD 
TOTAL NW 

WHAT'S CHANGING IN NORTH DAKOTA? 
YEAR 2000 YEAR 1990 + or· pop. % change 

7149 8011 ''i'.3:.! 11.J ''J 
2242 3002 7t.") ~~j 1~•~, 

2283 2899 · ~. 1 
•~ • .2 ,I ~ ,~, 

5987 6528 •':·•1 I ••.I .i.'~ 

6631 7021 <~~D .;.-; :.:::;. 
4675 5052 :: ... , :' :~ 
26'10 3160 ·"':',1,1 ·, 7' •• l 

2a1e 3627 . 7 ·:. i <:~c 7 i 
19761 21129 :i•}:! ,_i_,f:' 
24292 27 461 .1. i l)H ; t ~J 

68795 57921 874 1.51 
83087 85312 µvµ, Lv\lr:, 

The followf ng sbc coundg rwprwHnt ttN few In the state that 

SIOUX 
ROLETTE 
MORTON 
BURLEIGH 
CASS 
WARD 

4044 
13674 
25303 
69416 

123138 
58795 

OTHER meNos lNCLUOEj 

North Dakota State University Data Center 1 

3761 
12772 
23700 
60131 

102874 
57921 

283 
902 

1603 
9285 

20264 
874 

7.52 
7.06 
6.76 

15.44 
19.70 

1.51 

Ave. wage Income 
$171000 to $21.000 
$17,000 to $21,000 
$17,000 I yr 
$17,000 to $21,000 
$17,000 to $21,000 
$17,000 to $21,000 
$17,000 to $21,000 
$1?',000 to $21,000 
$17,000 to $21,000 

$23,574 

lncreaNd population over 
the ume 10 year perfoct. 

1 ne committee received a report ftom a representative ot tne No"n Dakota State University Data Center regarding ths 
state's demographic trends In relation to economic development in the state. The trend In North Dakota of loss of 
population 1n rural communities 1s consistent with what 1s nappenlng 1n au the states 1n tne Great Plains. Three '9lements 
relevant to population are the number of births, deaths, and migrations. Testimony Indicated that one element 1actonng 
Into the loss of papulatlon In the Great Plalns Is that the number of acres per fann Is Increasing. North Dakota Is nt a 
point of change In the 21st century just as It was In the 1'::l~ua. In the 19~Us there were agnculturat changes, and 1n the 
21st century there are technologlcal changes. In the 1930s railroads connected communities, whereas now technology 
finks communities. 

In the 1990s North Dakota beeame a state With more o11ts residents liVlng In urban areas than In rurnl areas. This 
consouoatlon ot people to the larger communities ls age and gender specific. in North Dakota, the senior citizen 
population now exceeds the youth population; the number of births In the state has been declining since 19ti~; and a 
~ng number of counties experience fower live births than deaths. As a result of this population Change, the size of 

. __ )e avallable won< force Is decreaslny. 

1 Testimony from 1999 Legislative hearing on .Economic Development 

The •fcr09r1p1to flMOff on tht1 ftl111 ire accurattt raprodJctfona of record, dtlfver41d to Nodtrn lnforNtfcn Syttet111 for 111fcrofJlMlnt Ind J. ·. 
Wirt ftllld fn tht r..e,ular ccurae ef bu1fne11, The pf,otoaraphfc proctt1 tnettt 1tenderde of the Amerf~•n Nattonal StlM'lderdl 'nstttut• 
(ANS1) for irchtval MfcrofflM, NOTlCe1 lf the filmed ftMge at,.ove •• tesa teofblt than thl• Notice, It •• due to the quellty of th• 
doctJMnt betno ffh'itd. t-,..~ ()\ \Y'"'.. 

1:Pu. ½,J{\QbC~\l~ \cl&::lc3 
oi)trator'• stonature Date 
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l currently drive truck for Food Sen1ces of America. we have branches in both Minot and Fargo. 
Just to give you an example of how the trends of out-mJgration affect our business. I will share two examples: 
J) volume of products shipped .. 1 0 years, 5 years, now. >>> XXXX oases. XX cases and X cases to rural towns. 
~ frel1ht rat-. •• "the price or cost ot doing business" ... as of March 21 • our largest single account (5.5 mJIUon dollars 
f .. ld 200,000 cases to 10 stores, 2x/wk is deiing business elsewhere and will be shipping product from Neb,raska, 

REASON... Freight rates add cost to each case of product we haul in and haul out of our warehouse. 

FREIGHT RA TES 
• S l .80 per t 00 wt. from Dickinson to Minot 
• $6,50 to $7,00 per 100 wt. from Washington to Minot 
• $7.15 from lower West Coast to Minot 
• About I0.61 per 100 wt. from Minneapolis to Minot. ($10 wt. freight and S0.61 per too surcharge) 

At our Minot warehouse we have on the average of S2 trucks that dock at our facility per week with inbound freight. That 
equals 2,704 per year. We receive approximately 1,400,000 cases per year. That equals l 16,666cases per month of 
inbound freight, Our Fargo branch would double each of these number fm· their warehouse. 

1 and our VP of Operation recently attended a meeting on the "Port of North Dakota lntennodal Project" Task 
f'orce in Minot, We discussed the positive impact of having a competitive market and options available for freight. 
The cost of freight is the by far the largest single cost in our busintss and directly effect the price to our customers. 

In the same hearing in J 999 the following recommendations came from a representative of the North Dakota 
Assoclat!on of Rural Electric Cooperatives he suggested that: 2 

• Programs need to change the perspective that things are better somewhere else; 

• State polfcymake111 need to approach econonllk: development •• a long-term lnvntment and 
stop approaching econonilc development In two- or three-year cycles; and 

• State policymakers need to "take • big breath" because people are pulled to change, not 

pushed to change. 

As a state we have a lot to offer a prospective business that is considering the placement of a value 
added manufacturing or packing facility in North Dakota. Including are an educated and dedicated workforce 
able work in a m rinufacturing plant relating to our agricultural based economy or other growing sectors of high 
technology or aerospace/aviation (military or private), These endeavors are exactly what wiH tum around 
recent trends in North Dakota. To truly grow the North Dakota economy we must invest in the infrastructure 
that allow for expanding of a wide variety of occupations or careers that pays a wage which is at or abovtj a 
regional average. Then and only then will people stay but some will return and of course some wi II experience 
the quality of life in North Dakota for the first time as they move to our great state. 

h1 HB 1207, I see the opportunity for positive change, we have the very start of what is not only a logical fit but 
also a logistical necessity to our current infrastructure, through the establishment of a "transportation 
network" that will compliment the ELECTRICITY and WATER that are already available, plentiful and 
appealing to developing any industrial sector all across the state, region, international borders or international 
waters. 

The efforts that are initiated by this legislation are not about east or west, rural or urban, pro business vs. 
agriculture or anti economic development. .. If is about moving forward with a plan that can be of great benefit to 
the future health and well being of our state. The time has come for policymakers to approach economic 
•evelopment as a long-term investment and stop approaching economic development in two- or 
hree-year cycles. I urge you to support HB 1207 here in committee and work with your fellow legislato .. s to 

_,,,,pass in to law. 

2 Testimony from 1999 Legislative hearing on Economic Development 

,L,j •• .._, .J..l.;.',:'1} 

TIM Mfcro0r1P1fc fMllff on thf • ftlM are 1ccur11te rf!Pf'ocb:tfona of records delivered to Modern lnfor1111tfon SVttMI for MtcrofllMtnt1 and J 
were ff lMld tn tht r_...l•r cour1t of bulfn<iluh The phot09raphtc proc&H 111Hta 1tenderdt of the Affitrfcen N1tf 0Ml ttendards Inst tute .·· 
(AMSI) for archival infcroftlffl, NOTICE: If the fflnied ftMge above fa le•• l99tble than thf• Notice, ft fa due to the quelttv of the 

ctoclallef\t betno filmed, ~,-1, ~ ~~~ l6\~-.lo3 
Operator, 1 s~~ Date 
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Figure 2. 100 Mile-Radius Around Three Cltle1 (Fargo, Valley City, and 
Minot) 

T bl 2 Clti Cb I e • et osen or lys: an D -~don. fi Anal is dLoeado af F 
Located o• 

Aceessorlal Competition CP Nadonal 
City Services and BNSF lntermodll Line HJ1bway Syltem 
F1rao Yet No Vet (BNSF) v .. 

(FHI Stop tor 
BNSF) 

V1Jley City No Yet (BNSF)(C•) Yea (CP) Vet 

MJnot Yes Yet (BN~F)(CP) Yff (BNSF)(CP) Vu 
(Futl Stop for 
BNSF) 

• Assumes 10,000 containers loaded by the Tioga alfalfa pelleting facility, 

16 

Tht •fcro,r1p1fc 1-,.. on thb ft lM 1r1 tcC\lrat, raproducttcnt of recordl delfvertd to Modern lnfol'Mltfon svat• for 11fcroffl•fno and 
Ntl't fflllld fn tltf. ~l•r cOYrH of botfntH, Th• photi,or.,tc proctta llltttt ttandards of the Afflertcen tfatf onel Stendlrde lnttftutt 
(AHi) for 1rtihfvel mfcroffllll, NO'l'!CEI If the fflMld ••o• •ve fl lell letfblt than thf• Notice, ft f• dut to the queltty of tht 
doolNnt btf nc, ft lined. ~ 

1:Pa U\-.H\P6~h \ci~lo3 
0ptr1tor'• ~fgnatur• Date 
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CAL-OAK CABINETS, INC. 
2410 .. 30th Avenue NW• Minot, ND 58703 • (701) 838-2901 • Pax (701) 838-3738 

E-mail: cald;1k@injnot.coH1 •Website: www.ca1dak.com 

T11tlmo11y 
HB 1207 

Chairman Mute.ii and members of the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

For the record my name Is Gary Price, I am the President and CEO of Cal-Oak Cnblnets, Inc. located in 
Minot, NO. 

For the past 27 years I have felt that, when asked, I would be unable to compete on a level that would allow 
for us to export our products overseas, I may have been wrong. 

In July of 2002 I was contacted by a Japanese Importer of construction materials about the possiblllty of 
supplylna cabinets for markets In Japan, After many months of communication, literally hundreds of 
cabinet prices, and the completion of a trip to Japrut 1 have moved this prospect to the point where methods 
and costs of &eight will determine the success of this venture. The company In Japan hu retained the 
services of their fTelght forwarder from Tokyo who has an agent In Los Angelc,s, To date, tfd1 aaent states 
that the best 1111'Mgements for getting a 20' container to Minot Is to have one delivered from Minneapolis at 
a ('Q9t of $2600.00 unless we can load it in less than 2 hours which would bring the cost to $1300.00. My 
customer in Japan asked for my help In ftndlng oth« means. We found that through a different shipping 
line. one that ports In Vancouver. that we may be able to bring a container in front Regina. 

House Bill 1207 ls enabling legislation for the creation of an lntennodal site In Mlnot, As stated In earlier 
testimony Minot has many advantages for this, not the least of whlch are the 2 lntennodal rail lines. ThJs 
and Mlnot•s central location has the potential to benefit a great number of North Dakotans throughout the 
state through reduced costs associated with reaching lntermodal sites. Using different scenarios f<H' 
reaching an lntermodal site from Minot, our current estimates on costs f<H' that portion of the total &eight 
will run &om a low of around Jo/o to a high of 12 ½% of total sales. By comparison, one estimate puts tho 
freight &om Regina to Tokyo &t tess than $2000 per 20' container or approximately 10-/4 of sales. By 
enabling an lntennodal site In North Dakota and one with the obvious advantages of Minot. you will 
present manufacturers with lower freight rates that will enhance their vlabillty and encourage others to do 
business In North Dakota. 

I urge a do pass for House B1111207 

Thank You 
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North Dakota 
Dry Pea _A'l 

&Lentil ...,I 
Association 

Testimony of Paul Thomas 
North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil Association 

House Bill 1207 
Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

Roosevelt Park Room 
March 19; 2003 

4007 State Street 

Bismarck, ND 58503 

Phone:(7011222-0128 

Fax: ( 70 l) 223-4130 

E-mail: nddpla@btlgate.com 

Chainn8Jl Mutch. members of the Senate Industry, Business and Labor 
committee. for the record my name is Paul Thomas Md I am representing the North 
Dakota Dry Pea Md Lentil Association, The North Dakota Dry Pea and Lentil 
Association represents pea, lentil and chickpea growers and processors throughout North 
Dakota. I am here to testify in favor of HB 1207, which would allow for the creation of 
local port authorities within North Dakota. 

North Dakota is the nation's leading producer of dry peas, and close in leading the 
nation in lentil and chickpea production. Acres of pulse crops in North Dakota are 
continually climbing and have provided positive economic returns to producers. 
Processing facilities SJ)e()ializing in both domestic Md foreign food grade markets have 
developed along with the growth of acreage. These pulse-processing plMts are located in 
Minot, Ray, Crosby, Crary, Bowman, Richardton and Fargo North Dakota, Pulse crops 
from North Dakota have been exported into International Food Markets through 
government food aid or directly to lntemational pulse buyers, 

Most International pulse markets and food aid markets require and accept cleaned 
product in bagged quantities. Seven North Dakota companies are all currently 
participating in value added processing by cleaning and bagging product to specifications 
that meet end users requirements. A majority of all food grade pulse crops processed in 
North Dakota must be loaded into containers to be shipped to the end customer. These 
containers are hauled out of our state to the nearest container loading facility in Canada. 
MiMeapolis, MN or Bozeman, MT. 

According to Oreg Johnson, owner of Premier Pulses International in Minot, ND\ 
by not having contaJner loading capabilities in North Dakota it has cost North Dakota 
producers as much as 1 to 1.S cents per pound of product. This represents a $15-$25 p~r 
acre loss to North Dakota pulse producers. 

Creation of a Port Authority in North Dakota to develop an inter-model facility 
will have a positive economic impact in North Dakota. North Dakota agriculture has 
made tremendous strides in identity preserving and value added agriculture products. As 
the value added industry continues to grow so does the need for containerized loading 
:.;apabilities. 

Chainnan Mutch and committee members, I urge a do pass on HB 1207, I would 
be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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Testlmony on HD 1 '?07 

By 

L. John MacMartln, President (407) 

Minot Area Chamber of Commerce 

Chairman Mutch and members of the Senate Industry. Business and Labor Committee my 

name is John MncMartin and I am the president of the Minot Area Chamber of Commerce. I 

appear before you today to speak in support of HB 1207. You have already heard from a 

number of advocates of HB 1207, I intend to recap some of the points that were made and I 

will attempt to answer questions that were stated or implied. 

Why might be the biggest question? Why are we before you with this bill? There are two 

primary reasons why the Minot area is interested in an intermodal site and HB 1207. Over the 

last several years, representatives of foreign governments have traveled to North 11akota and to 

the Minot area. They have expressed great interest in many of the specialty crops that are 

currently grown or ones that could be grown. Along with the interest in those crops. is the 

requirement for identity preservation. As folks locally looked into ways to achieve identity 

preservation, sealed containers became the option and sealed containers led us to ports and in 

turn to intem1odal sites. Also, a number of firms have contacted our community to see if North 

Dakota and Mino, were a place to relocate a business. One of the questions asked was our 

proximity to an intennodal site; MADC has indicated that they have never heard back from 

any of those firms after they learn that Dilworth MN, Butte MT and Canada are the closest 

intermodal locations. Finally, there are the existing private firms in North Dakota for which an 

intermodal site could make their product inputs as well as finished product easier and cheaper 

to receive from and deliver to the national and international markets. So the first r~ason for our 

interest is customer demand. The second reason is that an intermodal site will serve an 'lrea 

'- J much larger than just Minot or Ward County. HB 1207 prnvides the necessary enabling 
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legislation for units of government to work together to establish a port authority, to issue bonds 

and, if necessary, to provide a means to repay those bonds, 

Why Not Minot? That Is the questio11 that we asked ourselves, Ward County financed a "Phase 

One" study to look into what exactly were a port authority and an intennodal transfer site. 

Then the Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute conducted a study for an of North 

Dakota. That study is entitled: "North Dakota Strategic Freight Analysis, The Role of 

Intermodal Container Transportation in North Dakota" (UGPTI Departmental Publication No. 

149 and 150). That study identified four criteria to look at when evaluating a location for an 

intennodal site. Those criteria include: accessorial services - this would include train 

assembly, train servicing, refueling, crew changes, etc; competition between the two class one 

railroads in North Dakota; a location for an intermodal line; and a l~tion on the National 

Highway System. Minot clearly meets all of those criteria and many of the speakers before me 

have touched very well on those points. In fact, the Upper Great Plains Institute points out and 

I quote t, Minot is the only location in North Dakota where two Class I railroads interchange 

freight cars and where two competing railroad intermodal Jines intersect." Let me just 

reemphasize one of those and that is the accessorial services. What this really means is that the 

railroads have reasons to stop in Minot. 

Why is this important you ask? Well to get the answer you need to look no further than across 

North Dakota. There are many abandoned rail lines and many grain elevators that are no 

longer used because they no rail lines leading to them. We believe that the build it (lntermodal 

site) and they (railroads) will come is simply not valid. The facts to support this are in the 

Upper Great Plains Institute Study where it is noted that in 1970 there were over 1500 

intermodal sites and in 1998 there were less than 370, Sounds remarkably like what our State 

has experienced with grain elevators. The railroads have to w·mt to stopt to have the yards to 

make up a traint to refuel and to change crews otherwise the train just keeps on rolling that is 
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its efficiency and those very elements are the strengths with which Minot will use as we 

negotiate with the railroads, Also of key importance is the presence of two class one railroads, 

Our Governor, the Ltigislature and our Congressional Delegation have all looked for ways to 

relieve the North Dakota shipper from being captive to a single railroad for freight rates. The 

presence of two railroads will ensure competition as well as access to different ocean ports. 

The Upper Great Plains Institute also identified six key steps to developing an intermodal 

facility in North Dakota. 

1. Pursue state enabling legislation allowing for creation of a port authority for 

communities and regions - bonding authority and power to levey funds. 

2. State legislation allowing joint state/local funding cooperation for non-highway 

components - start-up grants from state or federal sources, low interest loans. 

3. Local community support of creation of diversified shipping/business model, 

4. Commitments and cooperative efforts - rail carriers for rates and service, amongst 

political subdivisions and from shippers and third party providers. 

5. Specific site analysis - business plan snd engineering plan. 

6. Outreach program to educate shippers. 

Minot is on the path following these six keys and that is why we are here today. 

Chairman Mutch and member of the Senate Industry, Business and Labor Committee I'd be 

happy to try to answer any of your questions. 
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03118/03 TUE 18:29 FAl 1 701 832 3410 PREMIER PULSES INTL INC 

TESTIMONY 
OF 

Os'efl1ohmon 
Ptemie1' Pul1e1 International, Inc, 

HouaeBW 1207 
Senate Incluatry B~ & Labor Committee 

R.oo-,velt R.oorn 
Mr4ch 19, 03 

Chairman Mutch and Members of the Senate lndumy Buslnesa & Labor Committee. As the 
record sboukl state my name 11 Greg Johnson. I am owner/operator of Pnmier Pullel in Mmot. 
ND. PUllp ofHB 1207 la vital to developing lndustry, eohancllna and enabling eurrent 
mduttry to be more viable. With this comes economic devolopmeot that ls ever 10 needed ill our 
atate. Establialma a Port Authority wbl• more optiona available for the entrepreneur, 

We have tbe tailrcKid sceuario, as explained by Mr. Leigh, with the inspection points dd 
tbel stop1 beiJ18 establilbed wbich e\W IO nucb help dictate intamodal criteria. Many aay that 

,,- -.,_ our weethrs ii our major DRAW BACK to ecotlOmic developmetrt. l am sorry but l believe 
1 

) transportation in North Dakuta is the number l D:RA WBACK. 

Put the railroad in penpective and then one need, to' get the industry to the railroad the 
abortest. Nfi'8t. most economical way we can. Obviously boats and barges do not have a place 
for thi, freight avemae due to ND beins landlocked. If we limit onrselves one rail entity to an 
intennodal we apin are at their mercy. We already pay more than neishborlna states and the 
cars go rlaht by our door. 

So begins the road network or shippins and receiving irttetmodal &eisht, Thia network 
netJdl to be ab1e to safely accommodate truck: traffl() 36S days a year, 24 bouts a day. A oneway 
or single highway to the fiu:illty is oot the answer. A number of highways are however. With 
these highway ia alao the ability to transport without restricti0111 implying reduced weights. The 
highways will have to typically have to accommodate 78,000 pounds at a minimum. Many of 
the secondary roads in ND are reatricted 25% of the year. Thia becomes a major factor for an 
industry in a remote area to dtslivcr 2Sf, of the titne, 

At Premier Pulses we work daily with the railroad. It is a comtant strop keeping 
1·outina right and trallsloadiog freight at other facilities. With two rail lines available it would 
eliminate many of these costly headaches. 

Another fteigbt carrle1 that I feel is greatly overlooked is whatever air servico is 
avail&ble. I receotly recall a military purchase of 200 plus Bobcats. Thi• would be a tremendout 
booat for a company such at theira to deliver to an Military Base load the machinery to be 
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deployed. Hup avinp to tbe ta payer and a lltde more profit to the OOlllplll)'. 'l'bll I, turn 
lbola1d lelcl to a bett.- pa)ioajob to -.,loyw and a more Mtlinable bute tor ND compllliet. 
Jut ODO Mln.,le of IDIIIY why a trwpo,tatioa network of ICOMlibWty It «ideal, 

The i.t part otthis 1estinU1y ~ &o,n a queatloo that It often hemd wbeu I viait with 
• member of the ..... ,re. Whit cm I do to help NOR.111 DAX.or At It did a better way to 
help tiUd ii not aolna to COit tbe Leaitlature any money? 

Chairman Mutch and fellow committee memben, I wp a p18118e on HB 1207. It la u 
plua for North Dakota. I ·wil eatertaia uy queetiona at thia time, 
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To Chainnan Senator Mutch and other Members of the Senate mL Committee: 

My name 1s Clayton Fegley,from Berthold ,ND. I am here in support of the 

enabling l~gislation ofHB 1207. I believe that this bill will start the process of added 

infrastructure, that will enhance ow State in condnutng a modem business climate. 

Intermodal transportation of freight is becoming the best way to move 

Products across the country an around the world. I had the opportunity to talk to an individual 

about container shipments, He was from BNSF and told me the growth off container shipment 

is even faster than they anticapated. They put a Intennodel site in Illinois making the site 

big enough for what they thought would last for ten years. It is at full capacity in two years. 

He also told me they have the capability to unload a container off a ship in Los Angeles 

and have it delivered to the customer in Baltimore in SS hours. That type of service. will make 

the areas that are able to have that service , attract or expand their business. 

r urge a do pass on HB 1207. 

Sincerely. 

~~ 
Clayton Fegley 
Berthold, ND 
Member, Minot Mayofs Intennodal Task Fore 
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