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2003 HOUSB STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. HD 1258 

House Education Committee 

a Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 22, 2003 

T Number Side A SidcB 
1 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes! Chatrman Kelsch opened hearing on HB 1258 

Rep. Naaey John101tt District 37 on behalf of the NDSBA 

Meter# 
lS0-828 

Will allow the reorganized school districts to issue contracts upon completion of negotiations, 

There is a very specific time line for reorganizing, electing a board and initiating staff reductions 

and entering into negotiations, But no provision that allows the contracts to be offered as soon as 

the negotiations are completed. If tht, teachers and board agree to a contract in April it is my 

understanding that the board can,t issue a contract until July 1st. That commits the board to the 

offer, hut the t~cher is free to seek other employment or refuse the contract when it comes up in 

July. Leaving the board to seek replacement late in the job hunting season. It makes it extremely 

difficult for a small school district. Oary Thune, Legal Counsel for the ND SBA is here to give 

more infonnation to you, 

Gary Thune, Legal Counsel for the NDSBA. See Attached Testimony 

(439) Rep. Hu.nskor These contracts are issued July 1 have to be back again by August l, They 

have 30 days to return them, leaving only 3 weeks before the school season starts? 

. ··-------·--··--·-·- .. --~----
Yh• Mfcrotrlphfc fMOH on thft ff l111 t -- .. . . . . . 
WtN fHINd fn th• rttylar courH 0/a:r:;• •'l{:"'oducltforwi of recordt dtl f~red to Modtrn lnfort111tfcn SV-t• for 1tf croffl111fr,g Md 
(MIU for archfval MlcrofflM. NOTICES If tht fHJ:tt,::'~f ... t':.•tt!_~bt,andlthl'dl tohf' thN• AMf rf cfan N1tfontl ttendll'dl lnttftutt 
dowNnt btt,,. fHMd. (d_ £ -• ,t 111"1 1 • ot ce, t f • di.le to the qualf ty of tM 

~~jn <R,c½-vl 10/~J,0,_ _ 
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Pap2 
House Education Committee 
Bill/Rcaolution Nwnber HB12S8 
Hearing Date January 22, 2003 

Thune: In essence. these arc not continuing contracts. I don•t believe that a school board 1s tied 

to 30 days, Because they aro not continuing contracts, it is a now legal entity issuing the 

contracts, But, certainly a roasonable amount of timo would be n,quired for teachers to receive 

and return the contract, It may not be 30 days. it may be 15 to 20 dt.ys, and then you would t\ave 

roughly a month to find a repl~ent. If the negotiations had been completed prior to July 1, 

the school board would have the authority to issut, contracts, They do not have thnt authority 

now, 

Naney Sand, NDIA, See Attaehed Testimony 

NDBA supports this bill, and we understand and recognize the fact that current Century Code 

regarding the reorganization. However, we believe that there is still something else missing from 

it. The attached proposed amendment. 

Rep. Hau (question of Thune) This would apply only to the initial year of reorgani~tion? 

Thune: Yes 

Opposition - none 

Closed hearing 

' I 

' 

Tht •fcr09raphf o f!Mttl on thl • ftl111 are eccurate reproductfon1 of records del fvel'ed tt; ~rn tnfoNMtfon Syat• foi- •fcrofllfllfnt n 
wtre fHlld lh tht ,•...,lar eourat of bulfntH, The photo0r1ptifc proceH IINt• atandardl of the AMtrfcan Natf onel Stendlrdl ll'lltftut• 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITfEE MINUTES 
BILURBSOLUTION NO. HB l 2S8 

Education Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 28, 2003 

T Nwnber Side A SideB 
I X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: Chairman Kelaeh opened committee work on HB 1258, 

Meter# 
4689-5180 

Vlee Chair Johmon; NDEA didn't want it amended but wo d,, need to have an emergency 

olause so that the signing can take effect before July 1 2003, 

Chairman Kelleh we can amend 

Rep. Hawken I move to amend HB 12S8 to include eJl emergency clause, Rep. Sitte second. 

Voice vote passed. 

Rep. Hau moved a 00 PASS AS AMENDED, Rep. Meier seconded. 14 .. 0 .. 0, Rep. Haas will 

carry to the floor, 

.J 
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30521.0101 
Tidt.0200 

IIOUSI 

Adopted by the Education Committee 
January 28, 2003 

) AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1258 BIDO 1-31-03 

Page 1 , llne 2, after "dlstrlota" Insert "i and to declare an emergency" 

IIOUSI ANDIIIIRTS TO BOUSE IILL RO., 1258 REDO 1-31-03 
Page 2. after line 22, Insert: 

"SECTION 3. EMERGENCY. This Aot le declared to be an emArgenoy 
measure." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 30521.0101 

The MfcroorllP.flfc f-ett on thf• ffl111 •r• 1ecurate ~eprocb:tfona of recordl detfwred to Modern Jnfol'Ntfon SVttllN for •fcroff t•fn, Ind 
NIN f fllltd In th• rttUl•r COUl'lt of butfntll, Th• flhot01rlJ,lhlc pl"OCtH Mtttl ltlt'ldlrdl of the AMtrf can N1tfon1l ltandlrdl Jnatttutt 
(AMII) for 1rchtwil 1111tcroftl1111. NOTICE1 If tht ffl!Md fNO-~ , ..... legible thtn thf1 Notice, ft fl due to th• quelfty of tht 

-bolftlfftNd, ~~ <,~ ~ ! +a ]\IC LC u IDl~~;;i 
1to I I I 1Mturt Dltt 
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Dato: A~ 
Roll Call Voto 7:/ 

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION N04 

HOUSE EDUCATION /~,& Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

'if)/V1" .( /J/}' ,1 ,I' J I. ~ J ~ 1 • A A ) I~ j j ~ _j 
Legislative Council Amendment Number ~ ~ u..~ 

A"tion Taken ~ fJM1 
JI , - 1 

Motion Made By !'lt!J j l'-J~ .J1v Seconded By ___ =~ 
Reoretentatlves VYn No Renrese11,tatlvn Vet No 

Chainnan Kelsch I 
Rc,p. Johnson I 

Rec,. Nelson 
Reo. Haas 
Rem. Hawken \ 
Rec,, Herbel ' Reo, Meier 
Reo. Norland \ 
Reo. Sitte 1 

Rea,, Hanson 
Reo. Hunskor 
Reo. Mueller 
Rel). Solbera 
Rea>. Williams 

Total (Yes) J No _, ... I 
Absent ~ -d4--i 
Floor Assianm)'t J Q'LJV -------------------
If the vote in on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Tht Mfcrooraphfc IMOff on thia ff hn ere 1ccur1te ref)roducttona of recordt delivered to Modern rnfoNl'lltton &ystellll for Mfcrofllmh 
Witt fflllld fn tht l'etUlll" cour•• bf bulfne••· Thi phot09rep,tc prOCIH llltfltl atend•rdt of the Amerf cen N1tfON1l Stendardl lnat 
(ANII) for 1rchfv1l 111tfcrofll111. NOYICEI If the fflMd f•oe -~· fl ltll lettble then thh1 Notte,, it ,. due to th• quelftv C 

dot_,. bol,w fllNd, ~ ~ '.:R ½): ! 1 ±a 11C LC~ IQ~/L>;i 
1to '• I gnttur, D•t• 
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Date: //4 f 
Roll Call Vote#:} 

2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. //,~ 

House HOUSE EDUCATl()N Committee 

0 Check here for Conference Comm1ttee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number ----, 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

-~~-"-----<IJ»w tU tillU&i.d-
--.J-HM4(~:.JL::.3!~--· _ Seconded By __,_>')?:~WA=--=:=-·.,;__-==== 

Reornentatlvet Yet No ReDretentadve1 Yet No 
Chainnan K.e1S<lh ✓ 
Rm. Johnson v -· Reo. Nelson V 
Rep. Haas ✓ 

Reo. Hawken V -Rm. Herbel i./ 
Rea,, Meier ,/ 

Reo. Norland t/ 
Reo. Sitte ✓ 
Rep. Hanson ✓ 

Reo. Hunskor ,./ 
Rep, Mueller v' 
Rep. Solberg v 
Rep. Wi11iams v 

Total (Yes) _____ '""-'/L!..J#L-..... No ~ ----------~--
Absent O T 
Floor Assi'_gn_m_en ____ t - _-_ -_ -,~~-:-y--'1------------------

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Tht Mfcrotr•phtc flltfff on thf • fl hn are accurate reproductions of records del fvered to Modern tnfoMMtlon SyateN far Mfcroff l111fr,g and 
Nert f HMd fn th• teou\ar oour11 of butfneet. Tht photographfc proctH 111ttt1 1tanderds of the Amert c•n Natf ontl Stendardl 1n1tttutt 
(AMII) for archfval infcroftlM. NOTICl!I If th• ffhiled fNgt ~ ,. ltll leotblt than thl• Notice, ft,. due to the que\tty of th• 

-btt111ftllOld, ~ J ~ ~(h..in. ~C~ul 1ohJ,:2;a 
•to'• stgneture Datt 
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IIIPORT OI' STANDING COMlllffll (410) 
January 11, IOOS 1 :G7 p.m. 

Module No: HR•1 .. 14SI 
Clrrter: Hui 

lnNrt LC: 30021,0101 11tlt: .0200 

RIPORT OP STANDING COMMl1TII 
H■ 1211: lduoltlon CommltlN (Rep. R. KellOh, Chairman) recommends AMINDMINT8 

AS l'OLLOWI and When 10 amended, recommendl DO PA88 (1"4 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTfNG). HB 1258 wae placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, Hn• 2, after 11dl1tr1ct1• lnaert •; and to declare an emergency• 

Page 2. after llne 22, lnMrt: 

'11ECTION 3. IMIRGINCY. This Act la declared to be an emergency 
meMUre." 

Renumber accordlngly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 

·--

Tht 111fcrotrlf)hfc f!Mtff on thft ff ht •r• eccor1tt rtprod\.lctfone of rtcorde delfvered to Modern Jnfol"Mltfon syat.,. fttr •fcrofflMfl'IO lf'ld 
Wtrt ff lMd fn th• reoular COUl'lt of butfntH. Tht photooraf)f,fc pt'OCtH Mtetl ttendtrde of tht AMerfcen Nttf onel St.ndardt lnltftutt 
(AMII) for 1rchtv1l MlcroftlM. NOTICEI If tht ftllflld fllllgt -~,.lest l19fbl1 then thf• Notfct, ft,. di.It to th• qu1lttv of tht 
doNwit befnt fflMd, l4 ~ <i ~.w W,cJ&=vl. ., IOhit.~ 
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2003 SBNAfE EDUCATION 

HB 1258 

The Mf croaraphf c fll'llges on thf a ff tin ere accurate reproductfons of records detfvered to Modtrn Jnformatfon Systems for ,nfcrof flmlno and 
were fl lMld fn the regular course of butfneu. The photoara,itifc proceH 111Mt1 itendardt of the Amer! can Netfontl standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOYIC!: If the ftllltld f•o• ahpve f• le•• legible then thf• Notfce, ft fa due to the quality of tho 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMmBB MINUTES 

BILI./RBSOLUTION NO. Ena. HB 1258 

Senate Education Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearins Date 3-10-03 

T Number Side A SideB 
l X 
2 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Meter# 
31.8 .. end 
0- 7.1 

Minutes: CHAIRMAN FREBORO called the committee to order. Roll Call was taken with all 

,..\ (6) members present. 
/ 

CHAIRMAN FRBBORG opened the hearing on Eng. HB 1258 relating to teachers' contracts in 

newly reorganized districts. 

Testimony hi 1upport of Eng. BB 1258: 

REPRESENTATIVE NANCY JOHNSON, Dist 37, stated this bill will allow reorganized school 

districts to offer contracts to teachers. 

GARY THUNE, ND School Boards Assn., presented testimony. (see attached). Once the 

negotiations are completed, the new school boards can issue contracts to the teachers, and require 

them to accept or reject a contract, whether it be for a returning teacher or a new teacher. 

NANCY SAND, NDEA, stated they support the concept of the bill. They would suggest an 

amendment (see attached with copies of century code). They would like the teachers in the new 

Tht 11fcrotr.-1c fMOH on thf I fHn, 1r1 accurate reprodl.lctfon1 of recordl delivered to Mbdtrn lnforNtfcn cyate.M for 11tcrof fl111tno and 
wtrt fflled fn th• r..,alar coura• of buelnHt, Th• photoarephfo proetH -.eetl 1t1nd•rdt of th• wrtcan National ttendlrdl ll'lltftutt 
(MIii) for •rchfYal MfcrofflM. NOTIC1!1 If the fflMd ..... 11:loVt ,. lffl letfblt than thf• Notice, ft •• du• to tht qlMlltV ~f tht 

_, ... , .. 
11111111

• ~~in <f§c't)::ui 1alzu0~ 
ato , 1 1 tn1ture Date .J 
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Paae2 
Senate Education Committoo 
BiUIR.elolution Number Sq. HB 1258 
Hearing Date 3 .. 10-03 

diltrict offered the ame courtesy u if they were continwn, in their old district which i1 they 

have a 30 day time hme to reply after March 1, 

SBNA TOR PRBBORO uked if tho amendment was plOICnted in the House, MS, SAND replied 

itwu, 

SENATOR FRBBORO stated that iftheee teachers were trcatod u reoewal1, maybe then would 

be an obligation to offer a contract to fN«'J teacher involved in the reorganization. 

Discuuion continued on the amendment proposed by NDBA, 

There wu no oppotitlon to Ea1. BB 1258. 

The hearfn1 on Ena. BB 1258 wu elOHCL 

SENATOR FLAKOLL moved a .DO PASS. Seeonded by SENATOR COOK. 

Roll Call Vote: 6 YES. 0 NO. 0 Ablent. Motion Carried. 

Canwri SENATORCBRISTENSON 

Yht ■fcrot1rlf)hfc IMOM on thl• fll111 are •ccurett rtproductfons of recorde deltv.red to Modern lnforNt1on lyltMI for 111fcrof ft■fno and 
wtrt ffl■td fn the reoul•r courtt of buefneH, Yht phot09rephtc proctH MNt• etandarde of the AMrfcen N•t,cnel Standerde lnetftutt 
(AMII) for trchfval 11fcroflllll, NOTlct!1 If tht ffllNd f11 .. lb.eve t ■ lt11 lttfblt thtn thft Notice, ft f1 dt.tt to tht qU1lftV of tht 
doclatnt btfnt ft lMtd. ~ . Q 1& t 

1 n. ~,c_·tL! 1aalt>~ 

' 

.J 



0 
Date: 3/" Jo~ 
Roll Call Voto#:/ 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES .,A_,_,,._.~ 
BJLL/RESOLUTlON NO. /1-4 1.2, S' ~ u.;£.T..-~, 

Senate EDUCA TJON Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken fl, /Ja.,,,,.,g/ 
Motion Made By ..J.,,,, • fo)4_ _ Seconded By ~ . ~ 

Senaton Ye■ ~ No Senaton Yn 
LAYTON FREBORO. CHAIR. v LINDA CHRISTENSON V 
OARY A. LEE. V. CHAIR, v RYANM,TAYLOR ✓ 
DWJOHTCOOK v 
TIMFLAKOLL v 

' 

No 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---~~---- No ___ o ________ _ 

0 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amc,ndment, briefly indicate intent: 

,. 
1, 1., Ji 

Th• Mfcrogr•fc f•gtt on thf• fH111 •r• accurate reproductfOhl of recorda ~livered to Modern lnforNtfon svattn11 for 11fcrofH1111fno end 
were fHMd fn th• rtoUl•r cour•• of butfntH. The photograpt,f c proct11 MHta atanderdl of the AMtrf can NttfONl Standtrdl lnttf tute 
(MIi) for 1rchfwit lftforofflM. NOflct:1 If the fflNd ... ,.~·fl lt11 tegfblt than thf• Notfct, ft fl U to tht quality of tht 
-tbell'IClfflOld, ~ l xy: ~¼!in 11,C 1.cl_ IQ/~,0;a 
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RIPORT OP STANDING COMMITI'II (410) 
March 10, 200I 1:11 p.m.. 

•'I',,) HI 

,,..) ,, 

' 

---

Modllle No: IIMMSM 
Canterz Chrtetaneon 

lftlll't LC: , Tide: , 

RIPORT OP STANDING COMMII I• 
HI 1211, • =rr••d: lduoatlon Committee (hn. Prebora. Chairman) recommendl 

DO P (e YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), Engl'OINCI HB 1258 
was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 

Page No. 1 SR•42◄334 

I ._.., ..... 
.. i 

l 
------

I 
I 
I 

Ytt. •fcrogrlpfltc t•llff Oh this fH• 1rt •ccurtte reproductlone of recordt dtl Iver~ to Modern lnfoNMtlOt'I SY1tt1111 for •tcroffl•ll"IO end 
WIN f tlltd In tht r-...l•r COUl'H of bulh,111. Tht photooratlftt C pl'OCtH MHtl atandairdt of th• Aaerf CQn N1ttcnel Stlnderdl ln6tttutt 
(ANII) fOf' 1rchlv•l MlorofflM, NOTICII If tht ffllld , ... _. ,. ltH ltttblt thin thh Notte,, It •• dut to th• 411lttv of ttM 

docuNnt bttno fflMd, ~ ~~ Q 1& l 
_! __ in ..h,C_·,..c1 □ 1ohJa~ 
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2003 TISTJ:MONY 

Th• 111fcro0r1F)hfc flMgft on thfs film ere accurate reproductions of reeorde delfvered to M«Mrn lnformetfon System& for 111fcrotflmlno and 
were ft lMed fn the regul1r cour1t of butfMH, Tht photoar..,t,tc procta" MMta 1tendardl of the AMerf can Natfonel surdardl Institute 
(ANSI) for •rchfvel MfcrofllM, NOTICE: If the fflliled , .. ,. 11¥)ve ,. l••· legible than thf• Notte,, ft fl due to the qualfty of tht 

dae_,t btlnt fllMOd, ~ ~- (-N\ iz'.)t j 
1. ta, C t./'. _ 

~•• Signature D1te 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
SCHOOL BOARDS 
ASSOCIATION 
1Nc;Q"P2P.AT90 

&ut/Nt ,,, Ninh Ddfu ,~lk tattlllf" dm#r), /«,I "hHI ~rt/ P"ff"MMt 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE 
HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

HB 1258 
Gary R. Thune, Legal Counsel for NDSBA 

January 22, 2003 

1. REORGANIZED SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD· LIMITED POWERS: When two or 

more publlo school districts combine to form a new district. a new. REORGANIZED 

SCHOOL BOARD Is elected and gfven limited powers Including the power: 

a) To negotiate with the dfstrfot•s teachers [§15.1-12 .. 15(1)): 

b) To hold public hearings on curriculum and staff positions [§15.1-12-15(2)]; 

c) To notify teachers whether they will be offered a contract, by five p.m. on 

April 15th (15.1-12-15(3)); and 

d) To Issue bonds provided for In the reorganization plan (16.1-12-16]. 

2. THE PROBLEM: Current law permits a reorganized school board to contract with "the 

teachers' representative organization prior to the effective date of the reorganlzatfon• 

[§ 15.1-12-15( 1 )] , but does not provide for offering Individual contracts to retumlng 

teachers. 

3. HS 1258 • ADDITIONAL POWER TO ISSUE INDIVIDUAL TEACHER CONTRACTS: 

The bill now before the House simply adds to the above powers, the power to Issue 

contracts and set a time certain when teachers must return them, once teacher 

negotiations have been completed prior to the completion of a reorganization. This Is 

currently prohibited under§ 15.1-12-14(2). HB 1258 would aHow reorganized school 

boards to determine which teachers wlll be accepting new contracts and what vacancies 

will need to be fllted In order to provide for an orderly commencement of classes when 

schools open In the fall. 

The North Dakota School Boards Association Urges a Do Pass on HB 1258. 

110 Nc11h lnlrd Street • P.O. Box 2278 • Bismarck, North Dakota 68502 
1·800·932-8791 • (701) 265·4127 • FAX (701) 258-7992 

~ndsbs.k12,nd,us 

Tht 111fcrogr1phtc flMttlil on thft f U111 ire 1ccul'1te reprodl.lctf ons of records dtl fvered to M«Mirn lnfort111tfon S}'ateN for 11f croffl111fno Ind 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HB l 2S8 

2, Upon the completion of ncaotiatJons and the signina of a negotiated aareement under 

subsection 1, the board may offer contracts of employment to individual teachers who had 
been employed in the reoraanizlna districts no earlier than March l and .... eli&h • ti• 

"""'" shall allow the individual teachers thirty days from the date the contract offer ii 
received by which the individual teachers must accept or reject the effeN pontract, 
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by aection 15, 1-15-01 and meet with the Individual In an e)(ecutlve MIiion to 
dlsoun the reason, for the contemplatld nonrenewal. 

2, The lndMduat may be accompanied by two representative, ,elected by the 
Individual for the purpose of speaking on behalf of the Individual and by the 
lndlvlduar, spouse or one other family member, 

3, No ctaltn for relief for tlbel or slander may be brought regarding any communication 
made at an e>eecuti\le session of a school board held purauant to this section, 

4. If the board of a sohool district elects not to renew the contract of the lndlvldual. the 
board shall provide written notlfloation of the deolalon, together With a detailed 
description of the board's reasons, to the lndMdual no earlier than April fifteenth nor 
later than May first, 

5, Failure by the board of a sohoot district to provide the notification required by 
subsection 4 constitutes an offer to renew the lndMdual's contract on the same 
terms and conditions as the lndlvlduars contract for the current year. 

6, The provisions of this section are appf loable only through the concluslon of the 
school year In whloh the Individual was employed, 

15.1-15-04. Contract&• Renewal•• Notice. 

1, a, If the board of a school district elects not to renew the contract of a teaoher, a 
principal, or an assistant or associate superintendent for the ensuing school 
year, the board shall provide wrlttl!ll notification of the decision to the lndMdual, 

b. The board may not notify the Individual under this section earlier than March 
first nor later than May first of the school year In which the Individual has been 
employed. 

o. The failure of a board to provide written notice under this subsection constitutes 
an offer to renew the lndMduars contract for the ensuing school yee:r, under the 
same terms /tnd conditions as the lndMdual's current contraot. 

No ear11er than March first nor later than May first, thf:I board of a school dfstrtct 
shall notify each Individual offered renewal of a contract of the date by which 
the fndMdual must accept or reject the contract. 

b. At least thirty calendar days must pass between the notification of each 
Individual, as required by thls subsection, and the date by which the Individual 
must accept or reject the contract. 

3. a. In order to accept an ofter to renew a contract, lncfudlng an offer generated by 
the failure of a board to provide written notice as required by subser' ~n 1, an 
lndlvldual shall provide written notification of acceptance to the bl'1:i61 d on or 
before the date required by the board or June first, whichever Is eartler. An 
indMdual accepting arc offer to renew a contracl Is entitled to a written contract 
for the ensuing school year. 

b. In order to rejf,'rt an offer to renew a contract, Including an offer generated by 
the failure of a board to provide written notice as required by subsection 1, an 
Individual shall provide written notification of rejection to the board on or before 
the date required by the board or June ftrst, whichever 1s eartler. 

c. If an Individual falls to provide notification of acceptance or rejection of an offer 
to renew a contract, the board Is relieved of any continuing contract provisions. 
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4. If negotiations are being carried on pursuant to chapter 15.1-16, the provisions of 

this section requiring the board of a rohool district to give an Individual notice and 
requiring that the Individual respond to t.he notice are suspended untll the 
negotiations are completed, 

15.1-15-05. Contracts• Contemplated nonrenewal .. Reasons .. Notice. 

1. ff the board of a school district contemplates not renewing the contract of an 
Individual employed as a teacher, a prlnolpal, or as an associate or assistant 
superintendent, the board shall, no earlier than March first nor later than April 
fifteenth: 

a. Provide written notification of the contemplated nonrenewal to the Individual. 

b. Schedule a hearing to be held on or before April twenty-first for the purpose of 
discussing and acting upon the contemplated nonrenewal. 

o. Provide written notification of the date, tlme1 and place for the hearing to the 
lndlvldual. 

d, Provide written notification of the reasons for the contemplated nonrenewal to 
the Individual. 

2. The reasons for the contemplated nonrenewal of the lndlvlduars contract must not 
be frivolous or arbitrary, The reasons must be sufficient to justify the contemplated 
nonrenewal and must: 

a, Originate from specific findings documented In the report of the Individual's 
performance required by section 15.1-15-01 and relate to the Individual's ability, 
competence, or quallficatlons; or 

b. Originate from the needs of the district In Justifying a reduction In the staff. 

15.1-15-06. Contracts• Contemplated nonrenewal .. Hearing, 

1. At the hearing required by section 15.1w15-05, the school district superintendent or a 
deslgnee of the board shall present testimony or documentary evidence regarding 
the reasons for the contemplated nonrenewal of the Individual's contract. 

2. The board of the school district contemplating the nonrenewal of an Individual's 
contract may call additional witnesses to present testimony or documentary 
evidence regarding the reasons for nonrenewal. 

3. The Individual whose contract Is subject to nonrenewal may call witnesses and 
produce evidence necessary to refute the reasons for the nonrenewal. 

4. Each witness appearing on behalf of the board of the school district or the Individual 
whose contract Is subject to nonrAnewal may be questioned for the purpose of 
clarification. 

5. The board of the school district shall review all testimony and evidence presented at 
the hearing and make a determination regarding the nonrenewal. ff the board 
determines that the reasons for nonrenewal have not been substantiated, the board 
shall dismiss the nonrenewal proceedings. 

6. Unless otherwise agreed to by the board of the school district and the lndlvldual 
subject to the nonrenewal, the hearing must be conducted as an executive session 
of the board, except that: 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
D SCHOOL BOARDS 

g t:. ASSOCIATION 
~==~:=:~.~~ INCORPORATED 

&tdlnttt J11 North Ddou ;"blit "'"'"' !on thro"th /HIii uh,o/ IHMrJ pwrt,Atitt 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE 
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

HB 1258 
Gary R. Thune, Legal Counsel for NOSSA 

March 811 2003 

1. REORGANIZED SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD • LIMITED POWERS: When two or 

more public school districts combine to form a new district, a new, Rr~ORGANIZED 

SCHOOL BOARD ts elected and given limited powers Including the poweI·: 

a) To negotiate with the distrlct•s teachers (§15.1-12-16(1 )]; 

b) To hold public hearings on curriculum and staff positions [§15.1-12-15(2)]; 

c) To notify teachers whether they will be offered a contract, by five p.m. on 

April 15th [1.5.1-12 -15(3)); and 

d) To Issue bonds provided for In the reorganization plan (15.1-12-16]. 

2. THE PROBLEM: Current law permits a reorganized school board to contract with "the 

teachers' representative organization prior to the effective date of the reorganization" 

f1 15.1-12-15(1 )], but does not provide for offering Individual contracts to returning 

teachers. 

3. HB 1258 .. ADDITIONAL POWER TO ISSUE INDIVIDUAL TEACHER CONTRACTS: 

The bill now before the House simply adds to the above powers, the power to Issue 

contracts and set a time certain when teachers must return them, once teacher 

negotiations have been completed prior to the completion of a reorganization. HB 1258 

would allow reorganized school boards to determine which teachers will be accepting new 

contracts and what vacancies will need to be filled In order to provide for an orderly 

commencement of classes when schools open In the fall. 

The North Dakota School Boards Association Urges a Do Pass on HB 1258, without 
amendment. 

110 North Third Street • P.O. Box 2276 • Bismarck, North Dakota 68502 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HB1258 

2. Upon the completion of negotiations and the signing of a negotiated agreement under 

subsection 1, the board may offer contracts of employment to individual teachers who had 

been employed in the reorganizing districts no earlier than March 1 and shall allow the 

individual teachers thirty days from the date the contract offer is received by which the 

individual teachers must accept or reject the contract, 
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