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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

House Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 1-20-03 

Ta eNwnber 
1 

Minutes; 13 members present. 

Side A SideB 
xx 

Meter# 

Chairman DeKrey: I don't see the prime sponsor here, so we will hear opposition now, 

Jack McDonald, ND NewspaperAssociatlon & ND Broadcasters Association: Opposed (see 

attached tesldmony). 

Rm, K.Qoelman: I am the sponsor ofHB 1320, (see attached testimony). I have drafted an 

amendment to my bill, and urge the committee to adopt that amendment. The bill does allow 

access to autopsy photos, what the amendment would do is delete the areas of the bill that deal 

with both inquests and records. Immediate family can still have access to autopsy photos and by 

law enforcement or a court order. I request that the amendment to HB 1320 and a Do Pass 

recommendation on the bill when amended, 

Rep, Delmore1 So Rep. Koppelman, you would be amenable to what Mr. McDonald has 

suggested? 

&:RLKQ.Rpelmaru. I would and I believe the amendment does accomplish that. 
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House Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnb~ HB 1320 
Hearing Date 1-20-03 

Rep. Delmore; That would mean that the media would have no access to even see the photos 

themselves. 

Rep, Koppelman; That would be correct. They would not be available for publication, and I 

would think that ifby court order or if family request, the photos wouldn't be prohibited if a 

family wanted them. 

Rep. Klemlm The tenn immediate family, what is the definition? What constitutes immediate 

family. 

Reg. Konpelman; We did discuss that, the tenn immediate family is well-defined and well 

established in state law. 

R~p. Klemln; Thr second quesf,,n has to do with medical education and training of persons 

who do this kind of work. Would thiF, preclude those persons in medical education or training 

programs from seeing autopsy photow. 

Rep. Koppelman: I don't really know the answer to that. I suppose if they are not public 

record, they would have to get the pennission of the family or a court or law enforcement to do 

that. 

Rep. Klemin; Use of the word C(Jnfidential. As I understand it, there is a distinction between 

confidential and exemption in open records. You are saying, that even though these would 

'\x,nfidential" records which means they can't be disclosed, that nevertheless the family could 

disclose them. 

By, Koppelman; I am not sure that I know the answer to that. My intention is simply to keep 

them from being released for public consumption and used in an irresponsible manner, and 

whether that term should be confidential or exempt, I am not sure of the distinction. 

Thr. mfcroc,raphfo f1111ges on thfa fflm &re ~ccu ate r ~tf f 
were f Hmed fn th,. reuula1• course of buaft'ls~ y epr ons O record11 del fvered to Modern Information Sy•Hema for mfcrofflmfng and 
(ANSI) for archfval mfcrofftm. NOTJce 1 If the ft~~tf:rgta't!rfeats 111eelta fsbtlanc:lahrds ot the Amerfcan PldtfonBl Standards Jnatftute 
doc1.1nent befng fflmed, · ~ e 8 eas eg e t an thfa Notice, ft fa due to the qualf ty of the 

:l>vo rv. ~~~~ ~ 
Operator's iliinature 
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House Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1320 
Hearing Date 1-20-03 

Chpfrman DeKrey: Thank you for appearing. Anyone else wishing to testify in support ofHB 

1320. 

Chairman DeKrey: Have you seen the amendment, Mr. McDonald. Does it fix what you want 

or still have problems with it. 

Jock McDonald: We support the amendment. I think we need to massage the amendment a 

little bit, I'm not sure if it is doing exactly what Rep. Koppelman wants. I think we can work 

through it. 

Rep. Klemfn: This section that you've got attached to your testimony, that says records of the 

coroner are public records in counties over 8,000 people. There is no similar provision for 

counties under 8,000 now? 

Mr. McDonald: Not really. That specific provision is in 11-19.1 which actually is the older 

law. 11-19 is the new law. 

Rep. Klemin; So if it's over 8,000, they are public records and if under 8,000 they are not. 

Mr, McDonald: No not really because there is no provision in 11-19 that makes it confidential 

or exempt, so therefore they are open to public records. That's the reason they didn't put that in, 

they are open records unless there's something that makes them closed, There is a definition of 

"immediate family" in the law, relating to notification of next-of-kin in the law enforcement 

section; husband, spouse and children. If records are confidential, they are closed and forbidden 

by law to be released to anyone, including someone with medical training, etc. Exempt means 

that they can be released at the discretion of the coroner, or for medical training. 

Edward Erickson. AG Office; I was not hear to provide testimony but just to observe; but the 

section that Jack had mentioned talking about the medical records being public documents, was 

TM 111! crogrepMc fmages on this ff lm are accurate reprowctf ons of records del fvered to Modern Informetfon Systems for rnf croft lmlng and 
were filmed tn the regular cours~ of bualneaa. Th• photographfo process meets stancitrd& of the American National Standarda ln9tttute .JI· 
(ANSI) for archfval mtcroftlM, NOYICE1 If the ff lifted fmage ab;Ovo ts less legfblo than thfs Notfce, ft is due to the qualtty of the 

docLment being filmed. ~~~ Q~k \ \ 1':>vo. N,, \t>,(:~~ \6 3 o :St..._ 
operator's s(gnature' Oat,~ 
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House Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1320 
Hearing Date 1-20-03 

put in not to address whether the records are open or closed but to address the fact that these 

documents are the property of the government; there was an issue where some medical coroners 

are just local doctors and there was concern that they might regard these documents as theirs, as a 

doctor and not the government's property, as far as the autopsy. That is all that section addresses 

under general open records law. 

Rep, Klnashmi Can the cause of death be kept off the death certificate by family request. Is 

that legal. 

Chatrrn,o QeKre.y: Yes. Anyone else wishing to testify on HB 1320. We will close the 

hearing on HB 1320. 

Thi: ~fcrographfo tmaues on this fflm ere accurate reprodl.lctfona of records delfvored to Modern lnformatfon Rysteme for mfcrofflmfno end 
were f lll!led 1n the re;ular c~rae of buafneu. Tht pf,otographfc proceas meets standards of the Amer! can Natfonal Standards lnstftutt 
(ANSI) for archival m1crof1lm, NOTICE1 If the ffl!Md fmage a~ve fa lesa legible then thfa Notice, ft la due to the quality of the 
doclrntnt ~Ing ff lmed, 

Operator's signature Date 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

House Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

hearing Date 1-27-03 

Ta eNumber 
1 

Side A SideB 
xx 27-29 

Meter# 

Minutes; Committee work was held on HB 1320. Two sets of amendments were offered, one 

,.,.~ from Rep. Koppelman and one from Rep. DeKrey. (see attached amendments) 

Rep, Delmore: Moved do pass on both sets of amendments: .0101 and .0102, 

Rep.~IW Seconded. 

~b•frman DeKrey; Any discussion? 

Rep, Klemlru, I think the tenn "immediate family'' is too vague. Shouldn't include someone 

staying in the home to be immediate family. 

Rep, Delmore; Withdraw the motion for the 2 s,ets of amendments. 

;Rep. Maraaos: Withdraw second. 

Chairman DeKr~y: Rep. Klemin will put together the amendments into one total amendment. 

Meeting closed, 

Operator'& sijrujture 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

House Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 1-28-03 

Ta eNumber Side A SideB Meter# 
2 xx 17.2-20 

Minutu;. Committee work was held. Rep. Klemin brought the new amendment that would 

.... ~-'\ cover amendments of 1-27-03, plus add the definition of"immediate family''. 

---., ..... ·· 

Chairman De:Kny; What are the committee's wishes. 

Re,p, Klemin: I move a do pass on the amendments . 

.lk~DIW. Seconded. 

Vofce~ All aye. 

Re,p, Kl,mln; Move a Do Pass as amended. 

R@p, Grande; Seconded. 

12 YES ONO 1 ABSENT DO PASS W/AMENDMENTS CARRIER: Rep. Grande 

, I •"•'.I, 

l. 
Thr. ll'lf oro,raphlo Images on this f llm t1ra accurate repi-oduotfons of recor-ds delivered to Modern lnformat'lon svotenit for mfcrof Hm1no and 
were fllll'ltd 1n the regular oourae nf i:,u.tnea•. Tho photographic proeesa meeta standards of the Amerfo,,n National Standards lnatttute 
(ANSI) for archtval mtcrofHm, N0'lltE1 lf the fHNd fmage a~ve fe less leglblo than thts Noth.:&, ft ts d~,e to the quality of the 
doci.rnent bafng filmed, 
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38279.0101 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Koppelman 

January 17, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 

Page 1, llne 1, replace "sections 11-19-02, 11-19-03," with ••section" and remove 11
, and" 

Page 1, line 2, remove "23-01-05.4" and remove "Inquest and" 

Page 1, line 3, replace "Information" with "photographs and video recordings" 

Page 1 , remove lines 5 through 23 

Page 2, line 3, aner "results" Insert"· Confidentiality" 

Page 2, line 13, replace "The" with "Photographs or video recordings of an" and remove "r.QQQ.tl 
and any related mate~" 

Page 2, line 15, remove "The coroner may provide the cause of death for the" 

Page 2, remove tines 16 through 31 

Page 3. remove lines 1 through 4 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 38279.0101 

Th11 «1tcrogr111phtc 1magee on thfa fflrn era accurate reprOCNCttona of records delfvctred to Hodern Information Systems for 111fcrofllmtno Ind 
w.r~ ·Plllllld '" the reouler course of bustneu, Th• ptiotographfo pro<:ciaa meet, standards of the Amerfcan National Stttndards Institute J 
(ANSt) for archival mfcrofflm, NOTICE1 Jf the fillllld image aqove le less legible than thfo Notice, ft fs due to the qualfty of the 
docL111tnt b&f ng ff lmed. ~ f\ I> 

:1:>v4 IV•~~~ \6\ z,lo 3 
Operator's signature Date 
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38279.0102 
Title. Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 

Representative DeKrey 
January 20, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 

Page 1, llne 11, after the first underscored comma Insert "a..medlcal school for use for 
educational purposes," 

Page 1, llne 21, after the first underscored comma Insert "a medical school for use for 
ftducatlonal gurposes." 

Page 2, line 14, after the underscored comma Insert "a medical school for use for educational 
purpOSQS," 

Page 3, line 2, after "regulring" Insert "gr authorizing" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 38279.0102 

,, 
I ,,,;,,;;~f 

Tht\ ,nlcrogre))t,lo lme9ea on thia ftlm are accurate reproductfona of records dGl fvered to Modern rnforrnatfon systems for mfcrofllrnl~ and 
1i1tre f 1 lMtd In the regular courH of bushwta. The photograph to process meets standard• ot the Amerf can Natfonal Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm. NOTICE: If the fllllled f1111ge ab;ove ,~ less legible than this Notice, ft Is due to the quality of the 
doei.ment being f llmed, 

Operator's sTenature 
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38279.0103 
Tltle.0200 

Prepared by the Leglslatlve Council staff for 
Representative Klemln 

January 27, 2003 

BOUSE 'AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 JUD 1-29-03 

Page 1 , llne 1 , replace "sections 11 -19-02, 11 -19-03," with "section" and remove ", and" 

Page 1, llne 2, remove "23-01-05.4" and remove "Inquest and" 

Page 1, line 3, replace "Information" with "photographs and video recordings" 

Page 1, remove llnes 5 through 23 

BOUSE AMEIOIERTS TO BB 1320 
Page 2, line 3, after "results" Insert"· Confldentlm!.lx" 

JlJD 1-29-03 

Page 2, line 13, replace "The" with "Photographs or video recordings of an" and remove "report 
and any related materials" 

Page 2, line 14, after the underscored comma Insert "a medical school for use for educational 
purposes," 

Pclge 2, line 15, replace "The coroner may provide the cause of death for the" with "for 
purposes of this section, "Immediate family" means the decedent'Pc r!1Quse. parent, 
child, or sibling." 

. "~ Page 2, remove lines 16 through 31 

HOUSE AIOOOIIENTS TO BC 1320 
Page 3, remove lines 1 through 4 

Renumber accordingly 

Paga No. 1 

JUD 1-29-03 

38279.0103 

., --f>• ~ 
' ' ·~ ;t 
".' .'!.1i 

. l.~. 
<'~)1 

d deli ed to Moder-n Information systetna for mlcrofHmfno &nd 
Th~ Mtcrographlc Images on this film are accurate reproductions of recor s etsv:~andardt of the American Hatfonal standards Institute 
were fl lmed ln the regular course of ~elnesf o.h 'f1•l!r,:-:t1~:,::~:'le::' legible than thh Notice, It Is due to the quaUty of tho 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE, l t e 
®cunent being filmed.~~~ ,6 \~lo 3 

~,, 4h: v,,1. Date 
operator's signature 
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Date: 

Roll Call Vote#: / 

2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, J ~ ~ {) 

House Judiciary Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 38J 19.0/03 ,OJOO 

Action Taken Qo PCUV-> _ ~ ~~-------

Motion Made By {a,p, ~~ Seconded By. ~J. ~ 

Representatives Yes No 
Chainnan DeKrey I/ 

Vice Chairman Maraszos ~ 
Rep. Bernstein V 

Rep, Boehning V 

Reo. Galvin V' 

Rep, Grande V 

Rep. Kin2sbury V 

Rep. Klemin V 

Ren. Kretschmar c/ 

Ren. Wrani!ham ✓ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---~/_{).... ___ No 

... ,, 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

operator's signature 

Repr"sentatives Yes 
Rep. Delmore v 
Rep. Eckre v 
Rep. Onstad _.., 

' 

No 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 29, 2003 11 :30 a.m. 

Module No: HR-17-1241 
Cart'ler: GrandiJ 

Insert LC: 38279.0103 Titre: .0200 

REPORT OF SYANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1320: Judiciary Committee (Rep. DeKrey, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS 

FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS ( 12 YEAS, 0 NA VS, 
1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1320 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, replace "sections 11-19-02, 11-19·03,U with "section" and ,·emove ", and" 

Page 1, line 2, remove "23-01-05.4 11 and remove "Inquest and 11 

Page 1, llne 3, replace "Information" with "photographs and video recordings" 

Page 1, remove llnes 5 through 23 

Page 2, llne 3, after "results" Insert " - ConfldentlaUtt' 

Page 2, llne 13, replace "The" with "Pht,tographs or video recordings of an" and remove 
"report and any related materials" 

Page 2, llne 14, after the underscored comma Insert "a medical school for use for educatlonal 
purposes," 

Page 2, llna 15, replace "The coroner may provide the cause of death for the" with "For 
purposes of this section, "Immediate family" means the decedgnt's spouse, parent. 
~hlld, or slbllng." 

Page 2, remove llnes 16 through 31 

Page 3, remove llnes 1 through 4 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESI<, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR,17·1241 

I 

J 
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2003 SENATE JUDICIARY 

HB 1320 

Th~ mlorogrephlo images on this film ere accurate reproductfons of records delivered to Modern Information systef!l& for microfilming and 
were filmed In the regular course of business. The photographic process ~eta standards of the American Natfonel Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, Nortce: If the filmed Image ebpve Is less legible then this Notice, It Is due to the quality o1 the 
doolMOOnt being ff lmed, 

Operetor 1s slgnature ' Date 

..i 



2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTIONNO. HB 1320 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 03/19/03 

Tape Number Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 22.0" 30 

Committee Clerk Silmature ~(>) ofJ,,/k,c, 
I 

Minutes: Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman, caJled the meeting to order. Roll call was taken 

.-'\ and all committee members present. Sen. Traynor requested meeting starts with testimony on the 

bill: 

Testimony in Support of HD 1320 

Re,p Kim Kop_pelman- Dist# 13 (meter 22) Read Testimony-Attachment #1 

~n. Lyson questioned if photos could be used in criminal prosecutions still as part of an 

investigation-discussion. Has this been a wide spread problem in the county coroners office, not 

really they do not release photos, but they do not have a law to protect them from this. 

Discussion of releasing photo's to a physician-by the request of the family. 

Jack McDonald- ND Newspaper & Broadcasters Assoc. (meter 29) Read Testimony ~ Att #2. 

Testimony ln Opposition of HD 1320 

None 

Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman closed the hearing 

Th,., mlc1•oyraphfo images on thfs film ere accurate reproductfona of records delivered to Hocforn rnformatfon systems for mfcrofflmfng and 
were filmed fn the regular course of buafneaa. Th• photographfc process meets standards of the American Natfonal stel')dards Jnstftute j 
do
(ANSl) ftober a

1
rch

1
tv
1
al~-~forofHm. NCJTICfs tf the filmed fmage abpve fe less legible then thfs Notfce, It is due to the quoltty of the '-lll'it,\·\· 

c~n ng nN\,. ~ ~1 Q_~k I -1:>vn M )t>,(l,~~ ~ \61 ~ lo 3 
operator's slgneture Date 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 03/24/03 

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter# 
1 X 18.9 - 24.9 

Committee Clerk Siimature 711""1~ o('C)t}'~9 
/ 

Minutes: Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman, called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken 

and all committee members present. Sen. Traynor requested meeting starts with committee work 

on the bill: 

Discussion of Amendments (meter 20) Wish to adopt only first amend. 

Motion Made to DO PASS Amend #1 by Jack McDonald Sen. Nelson and seconded by 

Senator Thomas L. Trenbeath 

Roll Call Vote: S Yes. 0 No. 1 Absent 

Motion Passed 

Motion Made to DO PASS HD 1320 as amend by Sen, Dever and s~conded by Thomas L. 

Trenbeath 

Roll Call Vote: 5 Y cs, 0 No. 1 Absent 

Motion Passed 

Floor Assignment: Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman closed the hearing 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 03/26/03 

Tape Number Side A Side B 
1 X -

,...., 
,. tJJkA Committee Clerk Signature yr1w,w t 

. 
Meter# 

7.5 - 26.8 

Minutes: Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman, called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken 

and all committee members present. Sen. Traynor requested meeting starts with committee work 

on the bill: 

Motion made to reconsider HB 1320 by Senator Carolyn Nelson and seconded by Sen. Trenbeath 

All in favor. 

Rep. Kim Koppelman - Dist #13, Proposed a new amendment as a result of a meeting with State 

Medical Examiner, Attorney General's Office, and Department of Health. Discussion of the use 

of the word Confidential-with its exemptions. 

There are two types of autopsy's done: 

1, Hospital Autopsy - Medical Records; this bill does not pertain to these. These are protected 

under the "Medical Records0 laws. 

2. Medical Examiners Autopsy or Coroner's Office - Usually involves a law suit. This is what 

this bill pertains to 

Operator's sfgneture 



r 

L 

Page 2 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1320 
Hearing Date 03/26/03 

Discussion of cases that are used in publications"removed identity, family viewing of, or other 

medical examiners and a court order for viewing~ ND State Medical Exarnin~ .. 

Sen. Nelson discusses the word "recording" was not followed through in thP. second section. 

,Mr. Erickson - Attorney Generals office fixed this error. 

Defense Council - would be allowed to view these under "evidence". Once the case is closed it 

becomes a different case. Discussion ofHIPA's ruling and the word "redact". 

Motion Made to DO PASS Amendment on HB 1320 by Sen, Nelson and seconded by Sen. 

Trenbeath 

Roll Call Vote: S Yes. 0 No, 1 Absent 

Motion Pa~~ed 

Motion Made to adopt amendment to change "photo" to these materials on HB 1320 by 

Sen. Nelson and seconded by Sen. Trenbeath 

Roll Call Vote: 5 Yes. 0 No. 1 Absent 

Motion Passed 

Motion Made to DO PASS HB 1320 as twice amended by Sen. Nelson and seconded by Sen. 

Trenbeath 

Roll Call Vote: S Yes, 0 No. 1 Absent 

Motion Passed 

Floor Assignment: Sen. N clson 

Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman closed the hearing. 

_,, 
..... ...:......-~-.-• ' t'L 

oduc 1 f d d t iv red to Modern Information Systems for mi croft lmtng end 
1h11 mtcrogreph1e Images on thts ff lmf a~ fccurateThep~ot~r~l~ p~:~~~/ nM.:ta !tandards of the American National Standards lnatftute 
were fflmed In the regularf.clourseNOollCE a nelfHt,he ft.lmed image al\ove ts le88 legible than th1s Motice, It 1e due to the quality of the 
(ANSI) for archival m1ero, m, 1 

docLJnent being f 1 lmitd, ,- -',at.:;~~~~~.J::,,J.~~::&.~.LtD.!.L-------~\D~\ 'o~\,Ocoi81a?tee-­
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38279.0201 
Tltle.0300 

Adopted by the Judiciary Committee 
March 251 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 

Page 1, line 6, after "Confldentla~" Insert "of photographs and video r1cordln91" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 38279.0201 

Th~ mlcrographtc 1mageo on this fflm are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Informatfon Systems for mtcro11lmlng end 
wer• fll• In the regular cours~ of business, Th• photographic process meeta standards of the American Natfonal Standards Institute J 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm. NOTICE, 1f the filmed fmaee a~ve Is lese legible than thie Notice, ft fs due to the quality of the _ 
docllllent befng fflmed, r:".\C\~ Qt\_; 

1:>vaob ~"~ \6\ 2> lo 3 
Operator's Slgnature " Date 
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Date: March 25, 2003 

Roll Call Vote#: 1 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

Senate JUDICIARY 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number J'J 1.7'f. d ;J.O I 

Committee 

·---------
Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

DO PASS Amend #2 submitted by Jack McDonald 

_S_en_._N_e_ls_o_n _____ Seconded By Sen. Trenbeath 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Sen. John T. Traynor- Chainnan X Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen. Stanlel. L~son ~ Vice Chair X Sen. Carolvn Nelson 
Sen. Dick Dever X 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath X 

-

Yes No 
A A 
X 

~ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ FN_E~(~S)'--____ No __,w~Z_E_RO-->-(~0) ________ _ 

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Th,., mf crographlc tmaaoa on this f tlm aro aceurato reproductfona of records del fvered to Modern Information Systems for mlcrof Hmfng and 
were filmed fn the regular course of buefness. Tht photoorephfo process meets atandarda of the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival mlcrofflm, NOTICE1 If the filmed fmege abpve ts leas legible than this Notice, It is due to the quality of tho 
doci.rnent being fflmtd, 

operator's sfonature 
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Date: March 25, 2003 
Roll Calt Vote #: 2 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CA.~L VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

Senate JUDICIARY 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

DO PASS as AMENDED Action Taken 

Motion Made By _S_en_._D_e_v_er ______ Seconded By Sen. Trenbeath 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Sen. John T. Traynor - Chainnan X Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen. Stanlev. Lvson - Vice Chair X Sen. CarolV11 Nelson 
Sen. Dick Dever X 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath X 

Committee 

Yes No 
A A 
X 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ FI_V_E....>.(5_) ______ No __ ZE_R_O___._(0_,_) _____ _ 

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment Sen. Dever 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Thr. mlcrographfc lmoges on this film are aucurate reproductfons of records dellvere<J to Modern Information S)8tems for microfilming end 
were filmed In the regular course of buafnesa, Tht photographic process meets atandarda of the Amerfcan National St.andords lnstftute 
(ANSI) for archival mforofllm. NOTICE: If the fflmed Image ab,ovo fs leas legfblo than thfs Notfoe, ft fs ~ue to the quality of the 
docl.-nent b&f ng f 1 lmed, J 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 24, 2003 4:03 p.m. Module No: SR-52 .. 5602 

Carrier: Dever 
fnsert LC: 38279.0201 Titre: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1320, as engrossed: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Traynor, Chafrm1n) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recomme,1ds DO PASS 
(5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB 1320 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar, 

Page 1, line 6, after 
11
.Confldentlall~" Insert Mof photographs and yldeo_recordfng§ 11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM 
Page No. 1 

SR-52-6602 

', i', 
.. ~:;_ .. ,:....,......Ju.:. 

f tlon systems for mtcrof I lmtna end J oductlona of records del tvered to Modern In ormal National Standards ln&tftute 
1hll ml crograph Io images l tin th~r:~ l:f 

8
~ 8 r:~~~t•,~~~otooraph I c process meelta f itnd:h:; ::, :h:

0
:r:; ctr Is due to the qua l I ty of the were filmed In the reau er lcl N01ICE1 If the fl lined lh~ge ab,ove Is loss eg e ' 

(ANSI) for archival mtcrof m, ~•l\.> 6~ ~to~ 
docu,ent befno fflmod, ~ ~I~- :111'.~ \ l u _ ?. 

_l,,.,BI,\ A'- ¼(\~ _J_!J Da 
operator, s i1 gnu tu re 
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Date: March 26, 2003 
Roll Call Vote#: 1 

2003 SFNATE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

Senate JUDICIARY 

D Check here for Cm,.t(-'t'ence Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER Action Taken 

Motion Made By Sen. Nelson ---------- Seconded By Sen. Trenbeath 

Senators 
Sen, John T. Traynor - Chainnan 
Sen. Stanley. Lyson - Vice Chair 
Sen. Dick Dever 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath 

--

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment 

FIVE (5) 

Yes No 
' 

X 
X 
X 
X 

No 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Senators 
Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen. Carolyn Nelson 

ZERO (0) 

Committee 

Yes No 
A A 
X 
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38279.0202 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Koppelman 

March 26, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 

Pago 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the blll with "for an Act to create and 
enact a new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
privacy of autopsy photographs, Images, and recordings. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is created and enacted as follows: 

Autopsy Images • Confidential • Exceptions. 

1. An autopsy photograph or other visual Image or a video or audio recording 
of an autopsy Is confidential. However, a criminal justice agency may use 
~hotograph orJ.mage tor purposes of an Investigation or 
prosecution. 

a. After redacting all Information Identifying the decedent, Including 
name, address, and social security number, and anonymlzlng facial 
recognition, a medical examiner, coroner1 or physician may use an 
autopsy photograph, Image, or recordin[, for: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Medical or scientific teaching or training purposes; 

Teaching or training of law enforcement personnel; 

Teaching or training of attorneys or others with a bona fide 
professlonal need to use or understand forensic science; 

Conferring with medical or scientific experts; or 

Publlcatlon In a scientific or medical journal or textbook. 

b. A medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has In good faith 
complied with this subsection Is not subject to any penalty or liability 
for using an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording. 

3. The decedent's spouse, child, parent, or slbllng, upon proof of the 
relationship, may view an autopsy photograph, lmage, or recording In the 
business offlre of a medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has 
possession of the materials, If there Is not an active criminal Investigation 
or prosecution. 

4. Dlsclosure of ~-1'.1 _i!\~top_~y_p_hotograph, Image, or recording may be obtained 

under sectl~ ~~-~~-~J 
Renumber accordingly F,( b,./ ,·, ·,x {vu,,(; I 

Page No. 1 38279.0202 



Senate 

Date: March 26, 2003 
Roll Cali Vote #: 2 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, HD 1320 

JUDICIARY Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 38279.0202 

MOTION TO Adopt Amendment Action Taken 

Motion Made By _S_en_._N_e_ls_o_n ______ Seconded By _§~_n_. _Tr_en_be_a_th _____ _ 

Senator! 
Sen. John T. Traynor- Chainnan 
Sen. Stanley. Lyson - Vice Chair 
Sen. Dick Dever 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment 

FIVE (5) 

Yes No 
X 
X 
X 
X 

"' 

' 

No 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Senators Yes No 
Sen. D'ennis Bercier A A 
Sen. Carolyn Nelson X 

ZERO (0) 

oductlons of recorda delivered to Modern In orma • f nal stnndArde lnatf tute 
f tlor syst~ for mlcrof I Lming and J 

Th,., mf crographf f ohlmageo l°::. ~ho':r:~ l:f •~sf~~;~teT~=p~ot~raphlo procesls mee:s f~i~:;:~ ~i,!h:0:fc;:0
~~ ~:td~ to the qual f tv of the . 1 

were filmed n t elr•o,u fll N0TICE1 lf the filmed fmage ab;ove Is ess eg 
(ANSI) for archfva m cro tn, I \ 
docunent being filmed,~ ~~ \6\ 3 ,03 

-l,...,Ni~ bt- v,a.~- Date 
operator's signature 
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38279.0203 
Tltle.0400 

Adopted by Judiciary Committee 

March 26, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1320 

In lieu of the amendments printed on page 892 of the Senate Journal, Engrossed House BIii 
No. 1320 Is amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 1 , after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the blll with "for an Act to create and 
enact a new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
prlva~~y of autopsy photographs, Images, and recordings. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code 
Is created and enacted as follows: 

Autopsy images - Confidential - Exceptions. 

1. An autopsy photograph or other visual Image or a video or audio recording 
of an autopsy Is confidential. However, a criminal justice agency may use 
or disclose these materials for purposes of an Investigation or prosecution. 

2. a. After redacting all Information identifying the decedent, Including 
name, address, and social security number, and anonymlzlng facial 
recognition, a medical examinE;}r, coroner, or physician may use an 
autopsy photograph, Image, or recording for: 

(1) Medical or scientific teaching or training purposes; 

(2) Teaching or training of law enforcement personnel; 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Teaching or training of attorneys or others with a bona fide 
professional need tu use or understand forensic science; 

Conferring with medical or scientific experts: or 

Publlcatlon In a scientific or medical journal or textbook. 

b. A medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has In good faith 
complied with this subsection Is not subjec1 to any penalty or llablllty 
for using an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording. 

3. The decedenfs spouse, child, parent, or sibling, upon proof of the 
relationship, may vlew an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording In the 
business office of a medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has 
possession of the matorlals, If there Is not an actlve criminal Investigation 
or µrosecutlon. 

4. Disclosure of an autopsy photograph, Imago, or recording may be obtained 
under section 44-04-18.11. 11 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 38279.0203 

d delivered to Modern Information systems for microfilming end 
Th~ mfcragraphlc Images on this film are eccuratoThep~~~1~f P~~~~~9smeets standards of the American National Standardltlnst~t~~• 
were fl lmed fn tht11 r•egular course of ~al~sst.h f1l~ Image above Is Loso legible than thte Notice, it Is due to the qua ty o e 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE, Ir • , 

docl.11'1ent being Hlmed, ~~ \6\ ::,lo3_ 
~L\ f\b. ,t>-C Date 
Operator's signature 



Senate 

Date: March 26, 2003 
Roll Call Vote #: 3 

2003 SENA TE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

JUDICIARY Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 38279.0203 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Adopt Amendment to change "photo" to ''these materials" 

Seconded By Sen. Trenbeath ----------Sen. Nelson 

Senators Yes 
Sen. John T. Traynor - Chainnan X 
Sen. Stanley. Lyson - Vice Chair X 
Sen. Dick Dever X 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath X 

-

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) FIVE (5"------

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment 

No 

No 

If the vote is on an ame:·dment, briefly indicate intent: 

Senators 
Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen. Carolyn Nelson 

ZERO (0) 

Yes No 
A A 
X 

f ds delivered to Modern Information systems for mterofllmtno end 
Th~ mlcrogrephfc Image& on this f1lrn are accurate hep~tto;, o p~~~~~a meets atandardR of th& American Natl one I. Standards institute 
were filmed tn the regutar course of ~slnefes.h Tfl~;t t°!:'oao a~ve Is less legible than this Notice, tt Is due to the quality of the 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE. t t e . 
docunent betng f 1l~, ~~~:\fb) ci1?.lo 3 

b, bb. \o,(1. ' ____ ___. Oete 
operotor 1s sfgnature 



Senate 

Date: March 26, 2003 
Roll Call Vote #: 4 

2003 SENATE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1320 

JUDICIARY --·----------------------- Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 38279.0203 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

DO PASS AS TWICE AMENDED 

Seconded By Sen. Trenbeath -----------Sen. Nelson 

Senators 
Sen. John T. Traynor M Chairman 
Sen. Stanley. Lyson - Vice Chair 
Sen. Dick Dever 
Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 

ONE (1) 

Floor Assignment 

FIVE (5) 

Sen. Nelson 

Yes No 
X 
X 
X 
X 

No 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Senators 
Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen. Carolyn Nelson 

ZERO (0) 

Yes No 
A A 
X 

Th~ mfcrographfc Images M this film are accurate r&productione of records delivered to Modern Information systems for microfilming and 
were fllrwd In the regular courRe of buafneas. Th• photographic process ll'kteta standards of the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTlCEi lf the fflmed fmage ab,ove Is less legible than this Notice, ft ls due to the quellty of the 
doelllW!nt being filmed, 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 27, 2003 8:31 a.m. 

Module No: SR-55 .. 5885 
Carrier: Nelson 

Insert LC: 38279.0203 Tltle: .0400 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1320, as engrossed: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Traynor, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB 1320 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

In lieu of the amendments printed on page 892 of the Senate Journal, Engrossed House BIii 
No. 1320 Is amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, after 11A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and 
enact a new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
privacy of autopsy photographs, Images, and recordings. 

SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Of: NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code 
Is created and enacted as follows: 

Autopsy Images - Confidential - Exceptions. 

1. An autopsy photograph or other visual Image or a video or audio recording 
of an autopsy Is confidential. However, a criminal justice agency may use 
or disclose these materials for purposes of an Investigation or prosecution. 

2. a. After redacting all Information Identifying the decedent, Including 
name, address, and social security number, and anonymlzlng facial 
recognition, a medical examiner, coroner, or physician may use an 
autopsy photograph, Image, or recording for: 

(1) Medical or scientific teaching or training purposes; 

(2) Teaching or training of law enforcement personnel; 

(3) Teaching or training of attorneys or others with a bona fide 
professional need to use or understand forensic science; 

( 4) Conferring with medical or scientific experts; or 

(5) Publication In a scientific or medical journal or textbook. 

b. A medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has In good faith 
complied with this subsection Is not subject to any penalty or liability 
for using an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording. 

3. The decedent1s spouse, child, parent, or sibling, upon proof of the 
relationship, may view an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording In the 
business office of a medical examiner, coroner, or physician who has 
possession of the materials, Jf there Is not an active criminal Investigation 
or prosecution. 

4. Disclosure of an autopsy photograph, Image, or recording may be 
obtal ned under section 44-04-1 a.11. 11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) l~OMM Page No. 1 SR,65·6865 

operator, s Sl gnature 
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2003 TESTIMONY 

HB 1320 

Tht mfcrographfc Images on this film are accurate reproductfons of records delivered to Modern Information systems for mfcrofllmlng and 
were filmed In the regular course of business. The photogrophfc process meets standards of the American Nntfonnl Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE: If the filmed Image e~ve ls less legible than this Notice, It le dua to the quality of the 
docllllent being filmed, 
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Represenlatlva Kim Koppelman 
District 13 
513 First Avenue NW 
West Fargo, ND 68071M101 
kkoppelmOstate,nd.us 

NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE 
STATE CAPITOL 

600 EAST BOULEVARD 
BISMARCK, NO 58505-0360 

Testimony on House Bill 1320 

Good Morning, Mr. Chainnan and Members of the House Judiciary Committee. For your record, 
I am Representative Kim Koppelman and I represent District 13, which consists of most of the 
city of West Fargo and a small surrounding rural area. 

House Bill 1320 grew out of mounting national concern over the public nature of something as 
personal as autopsy photos. This problem first came to light, in the wake of the tragic death of 
race car driver Dale Ernhardt. Apparently, someone took advantage of open records laws in that 
state to acquire the photos of bis autopsy and post them on the internet. 

I first visited with the Attorney General about this issue several months ago. After some 
investigation, he concluded that, under current law, although they are closed during a criminal 
investigation, after it's completed, autopsy photos would probably be considered open records. 

As a fonner journalist myself, I am a strong supporter of open meetings and open records and am 
, ""'°""\ proud of the strong laws we have on the books in North Dakota to ensure open government. I 

1 believe I can also assure you, however, that no responsible journalist or member of the public 
would seek to deepen a families grief by wanton public flaunting of something so sensitive as 
autopsy photos. As fellow legislators, I trust that you would agree with me that no public 
information purpose would be served by such activity. 

The original draft of this bill inadvertently included the closing of inquests and autopsy riecords. 
My intention was not to suggest such a broad change in state law, but only to close autopsy 
photos. as public records. Accordingly, I've had an amendment drafted, which would accomplish 
only that. I would encourage the committee's adoption of that amendment. 

You11 note that the bill does allow access to autopsy photos by the decedent's immediate family 
and by law enforcement or by court order. I believe this allows appropriate means to access 
them, if necessary. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I respectfully request the amendment of House 
Bill 1320 and a "do pass" recommendation on the bill, when amended. rd be happy to answer 
any questions you might have. 

k~ Th" ml orographic fm11ges on th la ff lm ere accurate reproductions of recorde del I vered to Modern lnfo1·matf on Systems for ml crof 1 lmf ng
1 

and R~ were filmed fn the regular course of busfneas, Tht photographic process meets etandarde of the Amerfcan Natfonal Stundarde Inst tute .., ij11 (ANSI) for archival m1crof1lm, NOTICE: If the fflmed frnage ab.ove le less legible than thfe Notice, ft ls due to the quality of the 1 

• ;~ doclMnl being Ill mod, r:"'\ ~J\_.,k 16 '. '& lo 3, _ ' ~ n,,"·' v-.,,1.~ 1 _ _ Operator, s Slgnature · Date 



.··, January 20, 2003 

I HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
_ HB 1320 

CHAIRMAN DEKREY AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

My name Is Jack McDonald. I'm appearing hen3 today on behalf of the North 
Dakota Newspaper Association and the North Dakoti3 Broadcasters Association. We 
oppose the bill In Its current format. It's a soloution lo·Jking for a problem. 

These records have been open records since the early 1900s. I'm not aware of 
there ever having been a problem or a controversy regarding their use. Reporters use 
the records In controversial cases to verify cause of death and other circumstances. I'm 
not sure If there are autopsy photos In every case, but l1m quite certain that no 
newspaper In the state has ever published such a photo. 

There Is also some confusion. The bill amends portions of Chapter 11-19, which 
only covers counties of 8,000 or less. Counties over 8,000 are covered by Chapter 11-
19.1, which specifically provides that these records are open (see §11-19.1-08). 

We would agree to work with the sponsor to amend this bill to cover photos only, 
if that is the committee's wish, but basically we would rather urge a DO NO_~ PASS. 

If you have any questions, I will be happy to try to answer them. THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION. 

§ 11-19.1-08, Records of coroner's office 

It is the duty of the coroner to keep a full and complete record and to mt in the cause of dl:lath upon the 
death certificate in all cases coming under the coroner's jurisdiction. All records must be kept in the office of 
the coroner, if the coroner maintains an office as coroner, and if the coroner maintains no separate office, then 
in the office of the recorder of the county, unless the board of county commissioners designates a different 
official, and must be properly indexed, stating the name, if known, of every deceased person, the place where 
the body was found, date of death, cause of death, and all other available information required by this chapter. 
The report of the coroner and the detailed findings of the autopsy, if one was perfonned, must be attached to 
the report of every case. The coroner shall promptly deliver or cause to be delivered to the state's attorney of 
the county in which a death occurred copies of all necessary records relating to every death in which the 
coroner or state's attorney determines further investigation advisable. The sheriff of the county, the police of 
the city, or the state highway patrolmen on duty in that county in which the death occurred may be requested 
to furnish more infonnation or make further investigation by the coroner or the coroner's deputy. The state's 
attorney may obtain from.the office of the coroner copies of records and other information necessary for 
further investigation. 1,_tJ records of the coroner shalJ become and remain the property of the county and are 
public records. • 

f 



NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE 
STATE CAPITOL 

600 EAST BOULEVARD 
BISMARCK, ND 58505·0360 

Representative Klm Koppelman 
District 13 

COMMITTEES: 

613 First Avenue NW 
Weet Fargo, ND 58078-1101 
kkoppelmOatate,nd,us 

Appropriations 

Testimony on House Bill 1320 

Good Morning, Mr. Chainnan and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. For your 
record, I am Representative Kim Koppelman and I represent District 13, which consists of most 
of the city of West Fargo and a small surrounding rural area. 

House Bill 1320 grew out of mounting national concern over the public nature of something as 
personal as autopsy photos. This problem first came to light, in the wake of the tragic death of 
race car driver Dale Emhardt. Apparently, someone took advantage of open records laws in that 
state to acquire the photos of his autopsy and post tltem on the internet. 

I first visited with the Attorney General about this issue several months ago. After some 
investigation, he concluded that, under current law, although they are closed during a criminal 
investigation, after it's completed, autopsy photos would probably be considered open records. 

As a fonner journaHst myself, I am a strong supporter of open meetings and open records and am 
proud of the strong laws we have on the books in North Dakota to ensure open government. I 

1 
'~~ believe I can also assure you, however, that no responsible journalist or member of the public 

would seek to deepen a families grief by wanton public flaunting of something so ~ensitive as 
autopsy photos. As fellow legislators, I trust that you would agree with me that no public 
information purpose would be served by such activity. 

In the House, concerns about public infonnation access were addressed through amendment. 

You11 note that the bill does allow access to autopsy photos by the decedent's immediate family 
and by law enforcement or by court order. J believe this allows appropriate means to access 
them, if necessary. 

Mr. Chainnan and members of the committee, I respectfully request the amendment of House 
Bill 1320 and a "do pass" recommendation on the bill, when amended. I'd be happy to answer 
any questions you might have. 

operator's Signature 



~ March 19, 2003 

I 
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

. HB 1320 

CHAIRMAN TRAYNOR AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

My name Is Jack McDonald. I'm appearing here today on behalf of the North 
Dakota Newspaper Association and the North Dakota Broadcasters Association. We 
recognize the concerns behind this bill, and while we don't believe this Is a problem in 
North Dakota, we only want to suggest one amendment. .. or maybe one and one-half. 

We believe that by making these records confidential you are tying the hands of 
the medical examiners, coroners and other officials who may be conducting these· 
autopsies. We would suggest classifying these records as exempt so the medical 
examiner has some flexibility In consulting other physicians and officials, other medical 
centers, etc. This Is contained In Amendment #1 below. 

Additionally, whether or not you choose to make the records exempt or 
confidential, I would urge you to add the language to the caption specifying exactly 
which records are being closed, since other autopsy records will be open. This Is 
Amendment #2 below. 

If you have any questions, I will be happy to try to answer them. THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION. 

#1 - PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL 1320 

Page 1, line 6, delete 11Confidentiality" and insert 11Exemptlon of photographs and 
video recordings" 

Page 1, line 17, delete 11confidential and may oJ1!Y" and Insert 11exempt records, but mtrt" 

Renumber accordingly 

#2 • PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL 1J:lO 

Page 1, line 6, afteir 11Confldentlallt\(' insert 11of photographs and video recordings" 

Renumber accordingly 

1 f da ckll ivered to Modern Jnformat101, systems for m1crof 1lmhlfl and 
Th~ mlcrographlo Images on thle film ere aceurat•1~op~t ~1 ~ p~~~~~8 meote standards of the American National standards Institute 
were filmed In the regular C()Urse of busfnefBSt,h fl•l;J 1':'oe a~ve Is lees legible than thh Notice, It fs due to the quality of the 
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