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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
BILIJRBSOLUTION NO. HB 1361 

House Education Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

Ta eNumber Side A 
1 
2 X 

Minutes: Chairman Kelsch opened HB 1361 

Rep. Haas, District 36 

Side B 
X 

Meter# 
5100-end 

00-3685 

I think that when this issue cmne up, I felt that it was an issue that needed some consideration by 

this committee. I think as we go into the future with regards to elemeintary and secondary 

education in the state of ND and in view of requirements ofNCLB, There are a multitude of 

reasons I believe that this legislation and this amendment should be considered. 

(5350-end) Marilyn Lestmelster, Halliday, Sile Attached Testimony 

packet includes letters from Nancy Bogers, Amy Ferebee, Tim and Roberta Wasem, 

Sandra Rohde, parents of open enrolled students, Jim ~nd Karol Keller, concerned parents 

ln Halliday, Marolynn Lesmeister, information sheets, Ken and Susi Weisz. 

flip tape 00 Rep. Wllllams : 'Ibat is powerful story, Refer to the Halliday/ Kildeer 

reorganization failed, When are you planning the next reorganization. 

Lestmelster: Well the school board has to approve to go through it again in, the whole new 

school board is against it and wants the school to stay open, at whatever cost to the students. 
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House Education Committee 
BilVResolution Number HB 1361 
Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

Rep. Sltte Section 2, Only if application results in an reduction of the number of students in 

enrolled in the district by more that 20% of the average daily membership in the previous school 

year. That leaves me to believe that another 17 can transfer out. 

Lestmelster That is correct, but my daughter is going to be a sophomore next year she has to 

wait another year, then what are we going to do, I want her to have the choices now. 

Rep. Sitte Will that same list students be kept or will you have to sign up again. 

Lestmelster I 'm not sure how that works, the ones that open enrolled will just move up. But 

there are still, there are 3 7 students, it is going to take them three years to get them to a school 

where they want to be. We feel very strongly about our children's education. We want more 

than what they are getting. It should be our choice, if you are happy in a small school, stay, but if 

not don't impose regulations on us by the school board or Legislature saying that we don't have 

the choice, And Halliday is a very turmoil district right now. The town is divided, people don't 

talk to one another, boycotting business. It is awful to be in this situation, because you want 

something better for your children. 

Rep. Herbel What electives are being taught in Halliday in Math and Science? 

Lestmelster We have 7 ITV classes, if we would go to a larger school such as Kildeer, they may 

offer the same classes as we do, but there will actually be a teacher in the classroom. And that is 

one of OW' big concerns, As far as tho classes, they rotate, one year they will do Geometry and 

then the next year Algebra ll. 

Rep. Herbel So how much Calculus and advanced math is offered? 

Lestmelster This year they are offering Geometry, Algebra I ,and Pre-calculus, I lot of times 

there is a conflict in schedule. Sometimes you don't have a choice, 

Th~ MfcrO(lraphfo tmagee on this ftlm are accurate rtproducttona of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for mlcroftlmfno and 
were fflMtd fn the rtOUlftr course of bualnes•. Tht photoaraphfo process nieeta standards of the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE• lf the ftlllled tmage ab.ova ta leas legible than this Notice, ft la due to the quality of the 

docunent being 1, lrned, r-:---.. ~~~M \6 \ ?) lo 3 L)o,, btt, ¼(~ -- • Date 
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House Education Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber HB1361 
Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

Rep. Herbel How about in the sciences & how many are offered by a teacher in the class room? 

Lestmelster Physics and Chemistry and advanced Biology, these three are by classroom. 

Rep. Jon Nelson Has this always been a concern of yours that the school district no longer offer 

a quality instruction, or was it always there? And if it was, why were you not on the first of the 

list to open enroll out, prior to the 19 families that beat you, 

Lestmelster Because I was on the reorganization plan, and I really believed that the school board 

were doing the right thing for our children. A guess I didn't think it would fail. 

Rep. Williams You mentioned ITV, refer to emergency teachers, Do you have any 

Lestmeister Yes, we have 2. They shouldn't be a teacher because they say they have had some 

classes in the field, there is more to teaching, you need to know how to present the material to the 

students, how to learn. This is a difficult situation for small school districts. 

Rep. Wllllams I understand, sec 2, sec 15.1-31 07, read. 

This section is only relating to a reorganization yet on the bottom we are getting rid of the 20% 

cap, why is this bill only relating to the dissolution? 

Vice Chair Johnson Tom Decker, will you come forward and address this issue. 

Tom Decker, Department of Public Instruction 

There are two parts to this bill. The fu'St part is what the testimony has been on so far the repeal 

of the 15.1-31-02. 15.1-31-07 deals with a narrow piece of business you have passed legislation 

in the past that says when a student is in a district that is reorganized or dissolved, they have a 

choice of school districts. It is simply a choice not open enrollment. Choice of school of 

attendance. So that striking the last sentence means that for purposes of detennining how many 
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House Education Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1361 
Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

students can open enroll, students can choose another district under that provision, aren't counted 

in average daily membership. 

Rep. Meier What courses is your daughter talcing on ITV? 

Lestmefster She is talcing Art, Chemistry I and Math. It is hard to take Art with no one in the 

class and do it over a monitor. Rep. Hanson This repealer is only the 20%. 

Susi Weisz, Halliday parent, See Attached Testimony~ read 1400-1688 

Tom Decke1·, Department of Public Instruction 

Open enrollment is ultimate fonn of local control. It is letting parents make the decision for the 

best setting for their children's education. When we set up open enrollment in 1993, we put the 

20% cap on for pragmatic political reasons to get the bill passed. There should be no limit on 

,..-\ open enrollment, ifwe believe in the concept of letting parent make the choice, any cap is 

artificial. Over the history of open enrollment, after the first year very few school where it rose 

to the 20% cap. The first year we had a back log of student who were in other school districts on 

tuition agreements or waivers. They converted to open enrollment that was about 1/2 of the 

number the 1st year. Every year we have one or two situations where this cap has been a crisis, 

where parents have been put in a position of having to make difficult decisions about the 

education because of the 20% cap existed. If we believe I open enrollment, if we believe it is 

important for parents to choose where their students will get the best education, we should 

remove the cap, It will have very little effect on the vast majority of schools in ND. I should 

point out that any school board in ND is free to go beyond the 20%. I have talked with a lot of 

school board members personally, if you want to live there you don't vote to beyond the 20% 

cap, We support removing this cap. 
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Rep, Wllllams many of us felt for a long time we need more consolidations in the state. yet we 

run into local control issue. If this bill passes, and take the cap off, will this force some to 

consolidate duo to loss of nwnbers? 

Decker: I don't think that in the history of open enrollme::nt that would indicate that is the case. 

We have had any instances where numbers exceed the 20% cap want to open enroll out in any 

given year. There is a steady pattern of increasing numbers of students open enrolling. Overall 

direction is smaller to larger districts. More districts, regardless or weather we act here to 

mandate or speed up consolidation, will be going out business, because of declining enrollment. 

This is really a chicken or egg argwnent. The pattern that we see is that as districts numbers get 

smaller and if there is any discussion of consolidation, open enrollment immediately increases . 

. ----. In any case, it is in this circumstance that parents need the cl1oice most. 

Rep. Sltte Can students open enroll for just a few cla8ses, example for the vo~tech classes. 

Decker: we have provisions in ND law to pay proratoo foundation aid, for any student who want 

to attend a public school on a part time basis. It is also allowed under ND law, that school 

districts can reduce there scope ofk-12 to k-6 or 8, and tuition there students out. Practically 

speaking in rural ND, the kind of course work that students want to go to another school for, may 

not be available. In mi.,ch of ND we do not have good access to vocational programing and AP 

and high end course work. 

Vice Chab- Johnson Ifwe were to remove caps and school boards doesn't agree to 

reorganization, how are they going to address the open enrollments when they come in, will they 

eliminate teachers? 

' .... .., 
· f tlon systems for mfcrof t lmtno and 
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Deck,er: Right now the 20% cap the district of residence has no choice in weather or not they let 

stude,nts go. If you remove the cap they will have no choice, in the number of student, as long as 

the student apply for open enrollment through the correct process by the deadline. It will make 

them rethink their staffing. We have set the timelines so that they can plan for that through the 

spring. 

Reip, Wllllams Is optional for school districts to participate in open enrollment? 

Decker: It is optional on the receiving end. They may still choose not to take in students who are 

open enrolling. If they take in they need to establish a policy, class size, program size criteria, 

and how many they talce based on that criteria. 

R,op. Jon Nelson How many cases has there been where the 20% cap a problem: 

,.,..--.\ Decker: A print out, it is a very small number, some as small as 20% of 6 students. 
I 

Flep. Jon Nelson The 20% rule as a tool is turning into a weapon in some cases. 

Decker:Who is holding who hostage, School boards can deal with this before it gets to this level. 

OPPOSITION 

(2890) Dean Bard, Association of Small Organized Schools 

When open enrollment first came into being back 8 years ago, we did not oppose the open 

enrollment concept because there were certain safe guards built in at that time, one being that 

there is a deadline only one time in the year. And then 20% requirement so that a district could 

not be drruned to where it would make it difficult to function. I sympathize with this situation 

that is occurring. By in lat·ge it is not a good idea to pass legislation because of one situation. 

There are avenues availr.1ble for pupil movement from one district to another, 

NEUTRAL 
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(3159) Larry Klundt, ND Council of Education Leaders 

I think Mr. Bard is right, when he said the reason that our association didn't oppose open 

enrollment was because of the cap, timelines and things of that sort. Times change and 

sometimes change. I would like to point out some things that may be helpful here. I have 

analyzed this situation, it really gives credence to concept that I have been telling you for some 

time, that consolidation in ND is an extremely emotional issue. It is not a logical issue. But when 

it comes to matters of the heart, difficult to fix the heart and appease the brain. Currently as it 

stands, the people voted. Eleven more people voted to not consolidate in Halliday than voted to. 

If we remove the cap and we allow the people to open enroll, then we have disenfranchised the 

majority of the people, because the effect of that is to close the school and get what was wanted 

. ..---., in the first place by the people who voted for the reorganization. On the other hand we also have 
I 
I 

this serious dilemma about the people who have kids in school and their concern to provide a 

quality education that they think is appropriate for their children. Mr. Clark proposed and 

amendment to remove the cap when a reorganization is involved. What if we were to look at this 

situation from the same point of view and said if the reorganization is NOT successful, only for 

those districts where you have a failure in the reorganization or a successful reorganization where 

there is a period of time where the 20% cap would not affect them. It appears a way to solve the 

issue to keep the 20% cap in place across the state, but in those unique situations it gives people 

some options. 

Rep. Herbel Would you be in favor that being retroactive then? 

Klundt: No problem with it. 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
BILJJRESOLUTION NO. HB 1361 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 11, 2003 

Ta eNumber i---_.. 
1 
2 

House Education Committee 

Side A 

X 

SideB 
X 

Minutes: Chairman Kelsch opened HB 1361 

Chafr'man Kelsch recapped the bill, passed out the amendments, 30607.0101 

Rep. Haas moved to accept the amendments, Rep. Hawken second. 

Meter# 
2450-4050 
723-880 

Rep. Mueller Can we make it simpler, the to say "approved reorganization plan" and then end it. 

Chairman Kelsch Because the way the current law is right now, ifthere is a reorganization and 

you are not pleased, you can opt to open enroll your student. And then this would be regardless, 

Rep. Haas I think it was worded this way by council because of the provision in 15.1-31.07. 

Rep. Hunskor So students in Halliday who were concerned about the 20% cap can get out. 

Chairman Kelsch yes 

Rep. Herbel I think at the same time, testimony indicated that this has not been a problem in 

exceeding the 20% 

Rep. Haas this (Open enrollment/out of district) document prepared by Decker, Department of 

Public Instruction and Jerry Coleman, This is two years of data on this report. The far right hand 

column, out%, is a cumulative total. So that is not what happened in one year. There are some% 
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that are higher than 20%. The column that is important here is, looking at the 20% limit, 2001, 

2002. Based on the previous years ADM. And then you can see the number of schools enrolled 

out. There is currently nothing in statute that prevents a boa.rd from approving greater than 20%, 

but they are not required to by statute. I think this reinforces the committee discussion that we 

had earlier, on making it a blanket policy when their has not been a problem statewide. That is 

the rationale for the amendment and having it be consistent with any vote on reorganization. 

Rep, Mueller When you talk the 20%, does that talce into account that coming into schools. You 

could have a situation where you took in more than 20%. 

Rep. Haas: there is no restriction that a district can accept, only that the statute requires that they 

have a policy for the criteria for which they accept., There is not limit. If they al'e willing to 

. -------.. accept them they take them. The 20% is only on the leaving a district. 

Rep. Williams Districts developed criteria and a policy on receiving enrollment abased on the 

amount of room and teachers that ,they have to handle the additional students, They applications 

can be denied based on the criteria. The school board association and Gary Thunets office 

helped them develop the policies. 

Rep. Haas Section 15, 1-31-06, the standard that must be established by a school board for the 

acceptance or rejection of an application. 

Rep. Norland 20% in 20% out, Right now it reads that you have to apply for it in the previous 

year by Jan 31. So all schools know who is leaving and who is coming in, 

Question call for. Passed by Voice Vote 

(Tape 2 side A, 723) Rep. Herbel moved a DO PASS as amended, Rep. Hawken seconded. 

Roll vote: 10-4 .. o passed, Rep. hawktn will carry the bill to the Door. 
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BIii/Resoiution No.: HB 1361 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Leglslatlve Council 

01/20/2003 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
~ di I I d i t un na eves an aDDroJJri at ons antlc/oated under current law. 

2001 ·2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Other Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues $0 $0 $( $0 $0 $0 

Expenditures $0 $C $C $0 $0 $0 

Appropriations $0 $C $0 $0 $0 $0 

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: ldentifv the fiscal effect on the aooroprlate political subdivision. 
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts 

$0 $( $C $0 $0 $0 $0 $C 

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your analysis. 

' ) This bill will have no identifiable fiscal impact, 

3. State fiscal effect detall: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please: 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

A. Revonues: Explain the f'9Venue amounts. Provide data/I, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 
fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, fine 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide deta/11 when appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget. Indicate the r9Jatlonshlp between the amounts shown for expendituf'9s and appropriations. 

Name: Tom Decker lbtgency: Publlc Instruction 
Phone Number: 328-2267 Date Prepared: 01/22/2003 
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30607.0101 
Tltle,0200 

Prepared by the Leglslatlve Council staff for 
Representative Haas 

February 3, 2003 

BOUSE · AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1361 EDU 2-12-0l 

Page 1, llne 1, after "A BILL 11 replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to grounds for 
the denial of open enrollment applications; and to declare an emergency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-31-02. Open enrollment .. Grounds for denial .. Exception. 

L. Except as provided In section 15. 1-31-04, the board of a student's school 
district of residence may deny an application under section 15.1-31 -01 only 
If the appllcatlon wlll result In a reduction of the number of students enrolled 
In the district by more than twenty percent of the average dally membership 
the previous school year. l-tewo¥or, If aon~lng an 

~ Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 , the board of a school 
district may not deny an §ppllcatlon for open enrollment If: 

s.i. Denying the application would result In the enrollment of children from 
tho same nuclear famlly In different school districts, tho oehool eoaFd 
of tl:le alotFlot ef FosldoRee May not deny t"1e apf:)lleatlon: or 

12£ The application for open enrollment Is filed on behalf of a student 
whose district of residence took part In an election to approve a 
reorganization plan and If the reorganization plan was rejected under 
uctlon 1s.1-12-11. 

SECTION 2. EMERGENCY. This Act Is declared to be an emergency 
measure." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No, 1 30607.0101 

operator's Signature 



I. 

Date: ~/II/ Q3 
Roll Call Vote#: I 

2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 

House HOUSE EDUCATION 

D Check here for Confel'ence Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By /hA LI Seconded By 

/3&JI 
Committee 

8~~{)?. &ltJ/ 
@wzdtrtmltJ 

~ 
Representatives Yi, No Representatives Yes No 

Chainnan Kelsch 
Reo. Johnson 
Reo. Nelson 
Reo. Haas 
Reo. Hawken 
Reo. Herbel 
Rep, Meier . 
Rep. Norland 
Reo. Sitte 
Rep. Hanson 
Rep. Hunskor 
Reo. Mueller 
Rep. Solberg 
Rep. Williams 

Total (Yes) No \ -
' fr 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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iHire fflllltd fn the regular course of buafnesa, Tht photogrephfo process meets standards of the American Natfonal Standards lnstftute J 
(ANSI) for archival mfcrofflm, NOTrce, If the fflMed Ima~• •~ve fs less legible than thfa Notfce, ft fa due to tho quality of the , . 
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Roll Call Vote #: ; 

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 

House 

BILL/RESOLUTION No. rt \U 1 

HOUSE EDUCATION Committee 

3 !J (oo J, tJ/ tJ/ 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken (l)o ~ @ OJn enrkd. 
Motion Made By #½12cu __ SecondedBy ~~ 

Reoresentatives Yes No Reoresentattves Yes No 
Chairman Kelsch V 
Reo. Johnson )/ 

Reo. Nelson V 
Reo. Haas V 
Reo. Hawken V 
Reo. Herbel V 
Rep, Meier l/ 
Ren. Norland V 
Reo. Sitte V -Ren. Hanson V 
Rep. Hunskor V 
Reo. Mueller V 
Reo. Solber~ V 
Reo. Williams V -

Total (Yes) ----~/~D:::____No _______ Jf...f..._ __ 

Absent 0 
Floor Assignment ~ 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Tht, mfcroaraphfll fmages on thh ftlm are accurate reproduotfons of records delivered to Modern tnformatfon systems for mlcrofflmfno end 
were filmed In the reoular course of ~atneaa, Th• photo0rephfc procoss nieete standard& of the Amerfr.an Natfonal Standards lnatttute 
(ANSI) for arcl1lval microfilm, NOTICE: If the ftlMld t111age ab,ove Is less legible than this Notfr.e, it Is due to the quality of the 
dool.lntnt bef ng f I lmed, 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITT'EE (410) 
February 12, 2003 2:65 p.m. 

Module No: HR-27-2461 
Carrier: Hawken 

Insert LC: 30607 .0101 Title: .0200 

-~ REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1361: Education Committee (Rep. R. Kelsch, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (10 YEAS, 4 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1361 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after 11A BILL11 replace the remainder of the bill with 11for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1-31 "02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to grounds for 
the denial of open enrollment applications; and to declare an emergency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15,1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code ls amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-31-02. Open enrollment• Grounds for denial - Exception . 

.L. Except as provided In section 15.1 h31-04, the board of a student's school 
district of residence may deny an application under section 15.1-31-01 
only If the application will result In a reduction of the number of students 
enrolled In the district by more than twenty percent of the average dally 
membership the previous school year. Mewe•,er, If aeA~IAf:I aA 

~ Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1. the board of a school 
district may not deny an application for open enrollment If: 

~,,,-.,, a:. ,Denylng_jl)§ application would result In the enrollment of children from 
the same nuclear family In different school districts, tt:le,eot:leol eeaFa 
of tt:le dlatFlet of realf4enee May Aet Elefly tt:le ap19lleatleA : or 

~ The apoHcatlon for open enrollment Is filed on behalf 9f a student 
whose district of residence took part l,i an election to approve a 
reorganization plan and If the reorganization plan was relected under 
section 1 s.1~12-11. 

SECTION 2. EMERGENCY. This Act Is declared to be an emergency 
measure. 11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2} DESK. (3) COMM Paga No. 1 HR-27•2481 
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2003 SENATE EDUCATION 

HB 1361 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. Engrossed HB 1361 

Senate Education Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-17-03 

Ta e Number Side A Side B Meter # ----+-----------t----____;;-__ ___._ __ _.;:.......;..;..;;..;;,,_;.;. __ -l 

1 x 27.2 - end 
1 X 0 - 44.6 

Minutes:CHAIRMAN FREBORG called the committee to order. Roll Call was taken with all 

( 6) members present. 

CHAR.lMAN FRBBORG opened the hearing on Engrossed HB 1361 which relates to grounds 

for the denial of open enrollment applications. 

Testimony in support of Eng, HB 1361: 

REPRESENTATIVE C.B. HAAS, Dist. 36, testified in support of the bill. He stated the 

legislnture should not be in the business of guaranteeing districts but should guarantee quality 

education for our students, ND is losing about 2000 students per year. We should try to do what 

is best for the students. He feels we can do better than capping the reduction of students at 20% 

of the average daily membership the previous school year in the open enrollment policy. If two 

schools pass a reorganization plan, the 20% cap is off. This bill also eliminates the 20% cap if 

the reol'ganization plan fails. 

Thi'. mfcrogr:11phf l'l Images on this ff lm ere accu11ate reproductions of records del lvered to Modern Information systems for mlcrof t lmtng and 
were filmed In the regular course of business, Th• photoor1f)hlo process meets standards of the Amerfcan Hatfonat standards JnBtftute 
(AHSl) for archival mforofflm, NOTICE: If the flll!led Image at(Ove fs lesa legible than this Notice, ft fa duet~ the quality of the 
dtMlLl!lent being ff lmed, 
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Hearing Date 3-17-03 

SENATOR LEE asked if this impairs the democratic process. REP. HAAS stated no. There are 

already other options, tuition waivers, etc., and the appeal process if needed. 

SENATOR FLAKOLL asked ifthis would allow for failed reorganization plans to be retroactive. 

REP. HAAS does not think so. He would prefer a proactive approach. 

SENATOR COOK asked if there were any other instanc,.,s with over 20% exit enrollment. REP. 

HAAS stated very few. 

SENATOR FREBORG stated 1hat if these course offerings with minimum standards to meet 

were passed, every student would have an equal opportunity. Are we now eliminating this? 

REP. HAAS feels this is more about a quality education than course offerings. There is a 

difference in how courses are taught. He feels there are stress points out there with some people .. 

MAROLYNN LESMEISTER presented testimony in support of the bill. (see attached) 

ROBERT FEREBEE testified in support oft.he bill. (see Attachment A). His best guess as to the 

number of students next year is there would be 25 students in the Halliday school. 

SENATOR CHIRSTENSON, asked which teachers aren't qualified. MR. FEREBEE replied that 

two are not teaching with certificates. They are on emergency credentials, 

KENNY WEISZ testified and expressed his concern with what the future will bring. (He is also 

a signatory on Attachment A). He has three areas of concern with one of his children. One class 

she is the only student and it is offered only over ITV. One class she is with all senior students 

and must strive to keep up to their level. The other concern is in music where he feels she is 

playing below her level. He stated his family has open enrolled to another school but fell below 

the 20% cap. 

Testimony in opposition to Eng. BB 1361: 

Thr mlcrographtc tma;ea on thlt film r,re accurate reproduottona of records delivered to Modern Information sya
1
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we~o filmed In the regular course of bualneaa, Th• ph¢tographlc process meets atandarda of the American Nat one ta ar s na 
(ANSI) for archNal microfilm, NO'(ICl!1 If the fHMd Image abpve la less legible than this Notit.:u, It fa due to the qual tty o1 the 
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.. ·---... ,,,, 

BEV NIELSON, NDSBA, stated this bill removes the 20% cap and doesn't require a timely 

enrollment process. They understand it is the state's obligation to provide a statewide system of 

education with reasonable parental choice. They believe there should be parameters set. 'They 

feel that this situation should not be compared to a reorganized district's situation since they are 

very different. They further believe this bill came from a volatile situation which has been 

addressed and resolved fairly well. There will always be a district that offers something your 

own doesn't. The Engrossed bill is more palatable to NDSBA. She also believes the situation 

from which this bill came is now being solved locally and that is how it should be. 

SENATOR COOK asked whether mandates or local control are used, or NCLB from the Feds, is 

she not now saying that local control (parental wishes) is not being considered. MS. NIELSON 

stated that she does advocate local control by the school boards to detennine the operation of 

their districts. She does not advocate wholesale parental choice all over the state, as there are too 

many issues, and the education system would not function will if that were the case. SENATOR 

COOK stated that ifwe are to support local control, do we not have to support control by the 

parent. MS. NIELSON stated that is not how things work in our system. All taxpayers vote, not 

just parents of youth attending school. 

SENATOR COOK has concerns over the 20% cap. 

DEAN BARD, ND Small Organized Schools, stated their concern is in the repealing of the 20% 

cap. He stated the Engrossed bill is better. He wonders if the decision by a school district would 

be to not allow open enrollment, that this legislation would override that. 

DEB BIFFERT, presented testimony. (see attached) She also presented testimony from 

PATRICK AND CHERYL KLEE. (see attached), 

d dGl ivered to Modern Information syatell'$ for microfilming and 
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SENATOR TAYLOR asked what is being done to remedy the situation between Halliday and 

Killdeer. MS. BIFFERT would not expound on that bc}cause she was not in attendance at the last 

school board meeting and deferred the question to the 8chool board president, Lynnette Frafford. 

SENATOR COOK asked if the 20% cap applies to paJ'ents who want to home school or enroll 

their students in a private school. She is not sure, but thought it applied to public school. 

QUINTANA BIFFERT, student, presented testimony from herself and SHAUN KLEE. (see 

attached) 

LYNNETTE FRAFFORD, Halliday School Board President, presented testimony. (see attached) 

SENATOR COOK asked if the legislature could hnve done something two years ago to avert this 

problem, or can they do something now. MS. FRAFFORD feels the criteria for reorganization 

should be given a longer time frame. They were only given five months to do it. With a longer 

time frame, the schools would be able to address all issues involved. It could take two to three 

years. 

Hearing no further testimony, the hearing was closed on Eng. HB 1361. 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. Engrossed HB 1361 

Senate Education Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-24-03 

Ta e Number Side A SideB 
2 X 

Meter# 
2.9 - 16.5 

Minutes:CHAIRMA '1 FREBORG called the committee to order with all members present. 

SENA TOR COOK asked when open enrollment was created, why was the 20% cap put on in the 

first place. What was the justification for it. SENA TOR FREBORG answered it was to prevent 

reorganization without a vote. SENATOR COOK would like to amend this bill to remove the 

20% cap. SENATOR FREBORG asked why the cap should be taken off for "one specific 

situation'\ 

There was discussion on other "open enrollments". What would be the reason to "open enroll". 

Would "troubled" students be the ones to go to another school. Is there a need for this bill. Is the 

legislature addressing this issue with other legislation. 

SENATOR COOK moved an amendment. At the end of page 1, line 19 add, "The 20% 

enrollment cap does not apply if the home district does not have the required core 

curriculum and a live body In the classroom. Seconded by SENATOR CHRISTENSON. 

Roll Call Vote: 3 YES. 3 NO. 0 Absent. MOTION FAILS. 
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SENA TOR LEE asked if this is only for high school. SENA TOR COOK said YES. He feels 

there is not a problem with elementary students traveling the extra distance. 

SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS. Motion Failed for lack of a Second, 

SENATOR TAYLOR moved a DO NOT PASS. Seconded by SENATOR LEE. 

Roll Call Vote: S YES, 1 NO. 0 Absent. Motion Carried. 

Carrier: SENATOR TAYLOR, 
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Committee 
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DWJG11T COOK V 
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(Yes) 3 No ___ _..;;;.._ ____ _ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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New stanctarcts set tor 
' . 

North Dakota teachefs 
'•, i ~ 

GRAND FORKS (AP) ~ North 
0akota's teacher I lcenslng 
agency has set new standards for 
educators that will require such 
things as skills testing and the 
compllfng of portfolios to 

"These new standards will have a 
profound effect on teachers and teachers- ,.,,.. 

.. tr'',, ID- ammg. 
Chris Douthit,· teacher 

demonstrate proficiency. 
The purpose of the standards knowledge and teaching skills the requirements. 

set by the North Dakota Educa• test. ·· 14A season~d teacher brings so . 
tlon Standards and Practices New teachu~~H2-· much to a school," Douthit saJd. ' 
Board is to comply with the "No must have a bachefors cfegroo ''We don't want any of our C?CJ>e• 
Child Left Behind act that Pres- with a major or what ls knownas- rlenced teachers to feel as 
ldent Bush signed fn Janu~ . 1~ • prof~,ssiQnal.. 1 ~du,c~tlon thou,JJh they can't become qualf-

'jThese new standards will ,_)ieque~c;e··fQ'J)ht'dmb1ept they fied. , 
have a ~rofou,nd effect on teach- , ~~ach~>::/ ·i·t· ';,_',~:' i , , .-,1 

• :•:· 'Ihe board also has drofted a 
ers ana teachers-ln-training," , .i. Th(W'A~~~· . .can.@.fiU,a major . pro~sal for teachers who have 
said board member Chfls · ~quival~~cy;~ .~lli'rilrig p rpinor experience in an academic field 
Douthit, a teacher at Schroeder , . a,nd tµ~p,. ._:~inpl~tt.ng .. f Jesi; 1 I?ut·, do AQ,t 109.,d.' a IJlaJor. or .' 
Middle School tn Grand Porks. , earning a ,,~pqr .. and complet- · miil'of ln. the· subject they• are~ 

The nnt(onal education l~g a ~klllsf'.-' oljfo,l(>f taktngi'a :,teaching,. Those educators 
refonn lawthattook effect ln the ,natlona):~p d.~~·f<>titeafll· ; would 6e consld,ered highly 

, · current school year alms to .-Ing th,r,~~b ,, fP9( toQJp~~ting I qualified after.:·c,omP.le\fng a 
. broaden academic testing, -c;~utr8~~o~~~iequivalent 1o: the , portfolio deh\brtstradng iliefr 

trtcrease spending for literacy n;ia ori ·• .:' .i~i.·,, :<.''. : · . · ••', ,' , understanding of the S'u\>Jc.>ct, or 
, · programs and help children · . : , ut~re · 1~ach~_rs . will 1(.n(iw ; by taking a test on' ·the subject 
'.·· e~ca~ .Am~rlca's worst public ,,qwckly:w~f. tl1J\ new pQlicy··ls : matter. ··, . •. · · 

,. school&,,. 
1

•• • ; . a:IJout t1nd~sh~4ld.·-hav~. Jlttle The standards·are'l'lecessary 
lt requires,.tea.chers to fulfill ,troubl~.~tng,iP,e education 'for the state to receive federal 

J .• , •• c~rtafn standards· to be consld- ,.tequlr~m~~ts, . P.o.uthh .said. tfundlngafter 2006, . ,, 
· · ·r~d hiRhlv gua1lfled. the dead- i' .Howevefi; .l~~cij~~-. w~o ·. ~ay,e '. • · Some:. ~ucators safd North', 

l)e un.· iaei federal rules is June . , ~en WOrldJlg fo.r .. w·ars, ma.nyof Pakotaialreacfy{has a h.lgh stan• ; 
. ~006, , . . · · · ,whom ~~~:-s~(ched subjects dardofteachm ·. , · , 

· . The standards set by the state , ., once or . tWJce, pt1.8h' .~ave a ;.- . "We have to ave faith in' our , 
_board list requirements for new , ~ard~r tiril~ . . . .- . . • ;own syst~m because we already • 
teachers and aescrlbe how expe- : , ~ru:d ro.ewb~r$ s~g they ar,e . bo'd ou~selv~s ~o high stan­
rienced teachers who do n9t ful-. ,wom~d ~t :.some ~eriet?ced . dards," said Peggy Shaeffer, 
flU those regulrements can ~ea,'irers ~µ. r~µ-e -. or ~eave the d!rectqr ~ft~acDing educa~lon at 
becNome qual

1 
ifled. h 

1 
1!!'¢!~.1£njj~~ ~~~~mp~te . t])~ un,v~rsity..:.q(N'~rth _p~o~_ .. • 

ew e ementary sc oo 
teachers applying for thelr.Jnltial 
license must pass a subject - ~ 
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Dear rural and city patron, of Halliday Public School District, 

The Halliday Public School Board reorganimion vote ii beins held on Tuc,dty, Noycwkc J2, 
2002. Ono of tho reasons I ran for the school board in July wu to work for the patrons that want&,Cf 
the protea to slow down, and to lake time to consider all options and resources available to~ 
which we can do with a majority of our patrons choosing to vote m! . 

I am enclosing this cover letter along with a letter from patrons who want to keep the Halliday 
Publio School open. Dennis and I. u parents ~f four children. with two in the Halliday Public 
School and two in coUeae, along with other parenu, are coacerned about all children and their 
future. Lee t1te majority of a, wbo belJe\,e I■ oar teadlen abDltJa, ••• wa■t our Hheol to 
strive and ••me. wu don't want..,. madeall to be oa a bal loapr dwl na:mary, and wllo 
bellffc ia o■r rural Hre aad our co••-ftJ and o■r buliaal leaden. have a chance co worfc 
ror opdeu tlaat dN't pe naydaul1 awa,. QKe die_.,,. II d■■gd •c gp•t UJ It bay. Wo 
have the flmcb to draw from, due to frugal pasa tx.d members. 10 it wa 't goina to cost you ~ 
l?trt siva us time to check other optjou.,~-.t.Jib.to-~-W•kai.._tiul.,.__. 
optiora oCogen.cnmJlmenr,.JiJJ...._.wilo:.wut.coJeue .. ~Lec,, Dot bade a ldaool, J~bl. wt .oar 

=---~illlil1ftym1lllileer ftlrln-Jaritl11Ulaa- - . , ' . . 

You patrou Ill our naral aad dty comm■mty have beea potidve rule models and menton. th,.... , ... , hanl worll ud clatlcatl• •• keep plaa. nm w._ dw an toap. We are 
pro•d of die eo---■lty of H111ichy. Halliday a1 connected to the Souahweat Water Pipeline. We 
haw great voluatcer Fire Department and Ambulmce Squads. There ii a lot of potential over the 
next few ymn with touriltl pusins through our town. becaue of the Lewi& and Clark Trail. and 
Highway 1806 beins part of that route. but again we need to have a 11ehool in our commuruty (or 
peopJe to be interated in Hvins here and brinsifl8 business bae. 
... ··- - . .,.. --- -- -· .. _..,_ ------- -
I am still oppo,od to Che n,organization plan as the RdJdU Sdte!I District lb'■ UP HI mudal 
GwdU11 dDI . 
Valuable education our student, receive in Halliday. 
The jobs that the school offers. aild the potential fe>1· more people to move here. 
The control over the ,chool building and contenb, propaiy, mineral aaes, land and tax base. 
The interim funds in CD'• in tm bank. and the raave fund in Manning. 
And yea. we don't even have •Y over our trophies and pictures as son-.e J--.ve noticed. And yes, die 
property values will drop in Halliday. TIie emlNWlia ol tb& plu ila't there. We have tried to 
bring up all of the unknowns in the reorganization plan. but were told i: di.dn ·, ~.:uer, wc1 •~e if the 

. ....... wm• :w.mUbrnugh, the new boeuLcav dlanp..tho plaa.immediately jf ~. So at you QD-ue 
dlen are ne guaruleel Ill tlJU pin. The plan bad to go throuah the fonnality of the county and 
state vote, lbowins it 11111& r.ertain -critetia. but that dkhr.'t ma.a it's a good plan, N:q~ i#';: tq tic 
atllllMPNx yog, a■d w,"" to Yo.ti NO to d,lsj)la!!. !!'! importaof th111t we"" remember to vote 
in Halliday oa Tuesday, November 12. lf you can't make- it, our Halliday Public s~bonl District 
Busineu Managt.r said you could call her home at 938-4672 to get an ablentee baJ~ u there i1 no 
ICbc,ol Friday or Monday. 

I 

• 
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It is the philosophy of the North Dakota Schoci Boards Association 
that boards and board members are first and foremost conce111ed 

about the quality of education that the young people of 
North Dakota receive through the public elementary 

and secondary school under their governance. 

North Dakota School Boards Association 
110 North Third Street 

P.O. Box 2276 
Bismarck, ND 58502-2276 

(701 )255-4127 
1--800-932--8791 

Fax {701 )258-7992 

~ I About NOSBA I Upcoming Events I Services I Resources I Legislation 
ND Council 2C School &19men I Helpful Lipj<s I .E.:mwl 

Co1¥1Ght C 2002 North Dllkot:11 School Boards Aaociallon. All rights raserved 
110 N 3rd Street. PO Bolt 2276, ffima!dt, NOl'lh DakoCa 58502-2276 

(70,)255-412711.a>o-932-8791 l fax (701)258-7992 
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OPEN ENROLL~NT CENTURY CODE GUIDELINES 

2. By March l of the year preceding the year of enrollment, the school board of the 
student's residence shall act on the application, notify the parent of the board•s 
decision within five days. 

5. All applicant•s must be reviewed in the order they are received. 

Grounds for denial- Exception. Except as provided in section 15 .1-31-04, the board of a 
student's school district of residence may deny an application under section 15. 1-31-01 
only if the application will result in a reduction of the number of students enrolled in the 
district by more than twenty percent of the average daily membership the previous school 
year. However, if denying an application would result in the enrollment of children from 
the same nuclear family in different school districts, the school board of the district of 
residence may not deny the application. 

15.1-Jl-0S 

Transportation. A school district of residence may provide transportation to a student 
participating in open enrollment. If a district of residence does not provide transportation 
to a student participating in open enroJlment, transportation may be provided by the 
admitting district, and the admitting district is then entitled to state payments for the 
transportation of that student. 

15.1-31-06 

School Boards - Standards. The board of each school district shall set standards for the 
acceptance and denial of applications for admittance under open enrollment as provided 
in section 15. 1-31-0 I. The standards may address the capacity of a program, class, grade 
level, or school building. The standards may not address previous academic 
achievement, participation in extracurricular activities, disabilities, English language 
proficiency, or previous disciplinary proceedings . 
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North Dakota State Assessments - March, 2002 
ND Dept. Public Instruction Test Results 

Halliday/ Killdeer 

Math Summary Report Reading Summary Report 
A p pp N A Grade Four 

Halliday-2 students tested 
Killdeer-16 students tested 
State Averages 

Grade Eight 
HaJliday-4 students tested 
Killdeer-37 students tested 
State Average 

Grade Twelve 
Halliday- J 1 sttldents tested 
Killdeeer-33 students tested 
State Average 

A-Advanced 
P - Profidsmt 
PP- Partial Proficient 
N - Novice 

100 
24 
19 

0 
16 
10 

9 
22 
13 

0 0 
59 18 
38 29 

50 25 
55 21 
32 45 

9 55 
56 16 
20 41 

p PP N 

0 100 0 0 0 
0 24 53 18 6 
14 21 53 18 8 

·-••·J ... 

25 25 75 0 0 
8 5 42 39 13 

12 16 50 20 13 

9 18 55 9 9 
6 19 22 47 13 

25 19 31 26 22 

0 
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ND School District Profile Facts - January 2002 

Special Education and Counselor Staff 
FTE 

Killdeer 
Title I Reading K-6 
Title I Math K-6 
Speech and Lang. 
Speech Ed 
Special Ed K- 12 
Special Ed !PE K-6 
Special Ed K-6 
Counselor K-12 
Voe. Counselor 7-12 
Paraprofessional SE 
Paraprofessional SE 
Parnprofessional SE 
Paraprofessional CP 

Killdeer 
Student Council 
Track- Co-op K/H 

1.00 
.40 

1.00 
.16 

1.00 
1.00 
,50 

1.00 
.20 
.88 
.88 
.62 
.50 

Cross Country Track - Co-op K/H 
Boys Basketball - Co-op K/H 
Girls Basketball 
Girls Volleyball - Co-op K/H 
Wrestling - Co-op K/H 
Football - Co-op K/H 
Rodeo Club 
Drama 
Speech 
Yearbook 
FFA 
FBLA 
FCCLA 
Pep Band 
Klassics - Cheerleading 
Math Counts 
Spelling Bee 
Acalympics 
Student Newspaper 

Halliday 
Title I .50 
Special Ed -CM .30 
Speech Ed .30 
Counselor 7-12 .20 
Counselor K-6 .15 
Paraprofessionals: 
Title I Aide .62 
Spec Ed Aide .95 
Spec Ed Aide .95 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Halliday 

Student Council 
Track - Co-op K/H 
Cross Country - Co-op K/H 
Boys Basketball-Co-op K/H 
Girls Basketball -Co-op GV 
Girls VoHeyball•Co-op K/H 
Wrestling~Co-op K/H 
Football-Co-op K/H 
Rodeo Club 
Drama 
Yearbook 
FFA 
Math Counts 
Spelling Bee 
Geography Bee 
Acalympics 
Cheerleading 
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Killdeer classes offered grades 9-12 2002-2003 
44 cJasses offered 

Family Consumer Science I 
Independent Living 
Creative Foods 
Textiles 
Foods 
English I 
English II 
English Literature 
American Literature 
Speech 
Creative Writing 
Advanced Communications 
Business Applications I 
Explornet Computers 
Keyboarding 

World History 
US History 
U S Government 
PE9 
PE 10-12 

Accounting 
Applied Math 
Algebra I 
Algebra II 
Geometry 
Pre Calculus 
Bus. Communications 
Business Applications II 
Multimedia Computers 
Band /Choir 

Vo Agl 
Vo Ag II 
VoAgill 
Vo Ag IV 
Sociology 
Psycho]ogy 
Biology 
Adv Biology 
Physics 
Chemistry 
Life Science 
Phys. Science 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 
HS Library 

Halliday classes offered grades 9-12 2002-2003 
34 classes offered 

English 9 
English 10 
English I I 
English 12 
Speech- ITV 
Phy-Ed 9 
World History 10 
U S History 11 
Government 12 
Spanish I - ITV 
Spanish II - ITV 
Art - ITV 

Vo Ag 10-11 
Vo Ag 12 
Vo Ag 10-1 1-12 
Welding 9-12 
Ag Mech 9-12 
Computer Lit 9 
Computer 12 

Telecomunications 11 
Advanced Computers 
Psychology- ITV 
Socio)ogy • ITV 
Band /Choir 

Accounting - ITV 
Algebra I - 9 
Geometry -10-11 
Pre-Calculus 12 
Business Math 
Physical Science 9 
Biology 10 
Advance 1 Biology • 
Anatomy 11-12 
Chemistry 11-12 
HS Library 

Halliday Library is open two periods a day, Otherwise the room is locked. Elementary 
and the high school each has one period a day to be able to use the library. Kilfdeer has a 
separate high school and a separate grade school Jibrary. It is open all the time. The 
Killdeer library is open for the public to use also . 

Halliday has seven classes offered over the ITV network wit.h no direct supervision in 
these classrooms. 
Killdeer has no ITV classes. They have teachers and supervision in every classroom. 
They do not combine their classes. Grades 7 and 8 are separate classes and not combined 
in Killdeer as they are in some classes in Halliday, 

Thr. mtcrographlc 11118ge& on thl s fflm are accurate reprodi.10tf one of records delivered to Modern rnformatlon systefl\S for mfcrof llmlng and 
Wtre fflmed In the reguler CC\Urse of buafneH. Tht photogra~tc proceas meets standards of the American National Standard,, JnstHute 
(AHSl) for archfval mtcrofftm. NorJCE1 If the fflmed fmage a~ve Is less legible than this Notice, It Is due to the quality of the 
docLrnent being fl lined, Q. 
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ND DPI Schoo) District Profile Facts " January 2002 

Fact Halliday Killdeer 

Enro11ment 75 359 

Open Enrolled In 5.9 1.1 
Open Enrolled Out 8.2 1.t 

5yr EnrolJment Trend "30.4 - 10.7 

Instructional Costs 7)573 5,286 
Transportation Costs 607 331 

Student/ Classroom Teacher Ratio 7.0 16.7 

Student Computer Ratio 1.9 2.8 

Staff With Master Ed or Higher 9.1 12.5 

Full Time Ed. Staff 13,39 32,86 

Courses Offered-High School (9-12) 35 44 
ITV - classes offered 7 0 

Halliday ITV Courses cause a conflicting schedule whh required classes. 

ITV Course: Speech same time as Englioh 12 
Psych/Socio)ogy same time as Computer Twelve 
Art I same time as Vo-ag 12 
Accounting same time as Welding\Bus. Math/Band-Chorus 
Spanish I same time as Advanced Computers 
Spanish II same time as Chemistry 

State Avg, 

455.S 

-9.1 

5,270 
281 

17.1 

3.4 

27.7 

Killdeer offers 20 of their classes twice in the day. This helps eliminate conflicting 
course scheduling. As you can see the Halliday Seniors have some major course 
conflicts 1111 
HaHiday has 7 courses offered on ITV, All these same classes are also offered in 
Killdeer, but with & teacher actually in the room. These same teachers are also available 
at other times if a student has questions or needs help on a class assignment. 
Grade K~8 are not combined and taught as separate classes, Larger classroom sizt,, 
Small is not always better, especially jf you have to share a teacher as they do in 
Hal1iday1s combined classrooms. 

I 
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School Is for the good of kids, not town 

By MAROL YNN LESMEISTER, Halllday 

I write to e)(pre&1 rr,y personal concerns about North Dakota'• open-enrollment law, It 
needs to be changed, and quickly! Having a 20-percent cap on open enrollment from 
cme school district to another la totally unfair to thoH of us who want I better education 
for our children. 

The echool district of HetUday 11 a prime e)(ample. We Just went through a reorganization 
vote In November. It felled by a narrow margin. The Kllideer achoot dl1trlct wae 
wonderful In helplng ua with the reorganization plan, 

Our No. 1 concern was alway, the best education for the chlldrenl The people 
campaigning against reorganization said closing our school would be against the 
economic development of Hallldey1 would take away Jobs and that the town would die. 
Does It say anywhere In the North Dakota Century Code that a school hu to stay open 
tor the benefit of a town? It Is for educational purpoaea only, to benefit our 1tudent1I 

We parents who want a better education for our students would not give up. We have 
open-enrolled our chUdren to KIiideer. The probfem 11, there are way more parenta who 
want the beat educational opportunltiH than etate law slloWI, We have at leNt 14 kldl 
beyond the 20-percent level allowerl to go. 

My daughter, unfortunately, le one of the caaualtiea. She will be a sophomore In high 
school next year. She la very brlgh~ and wanta more advanced ctaaeea than Halllday 
cen offer. 'Mth the open-enrollment children leaving Halliday, ehe may be the only one 
len In her class. No education and no aoclal opportunltfn. 

My other daughter Is a senior this year, thank goodnesal To fulfill her 20 credit• needed 
to graduate, ehe la In an ITV class by herself, taklng one dan by Independent study 
herself and In one math cla88 by herself. Luckily, ahe 11 bright and can do thi1, For the 
average or below-average aturlent, thlll mlght not have b~en poaslble, 

My younger daughter refuaes to go to echool here ne>ct year. 11 my only atternatlve to 
move to another town? Where's the economic oovelopment In that? 

The. town la nrm at war. Those of ua whv want a better education for our children are 
being run down with verbal abuse. The school board Is facing threats or recalls end 
virtually being forced to resign, 

We need to change the law. Do away with the 20-percent cap on open enrollments, If 
we want a better education for our children, let us go, Those who want to stay In a small 
school can. My daughter doesn~ have the IU)(UfY of time. 

Christmas In his heart 

·--/ By PRESTON and BARB NIEUWSMA, Pollock, S.O. 

Whllo shopping In Bl1marck recently, we had a heartwarming experience. 

Page 1 of 2 



r . 

. .. 

Jan. 17, 2003 

ND House and Senate Education Comm. Members 
ND's 58th Legislative Session 
600 E. Boulevard Av~nue- ND State Capitol 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

Dear Education Members, 

I am writing to you in support of House Bil) 1361 concerning open enro11ment ceilings. 
Having a 20% ceiling on those who want to open enroll to other schools is totally unfair 
to those ofus who want a better education for our children. I do hope you will vote in 
favor of this bill. Or at least make it possible for schools with less than 100 enrolled 
students. 

The school district of Harn day is a prime example. We just went through a 
reorganization vote this past November. It failed by a very narrow margin. KiJJdeer 
school djst.ict has been wonderful to us working on the reorganization plan, of which I 
was a member. The people campaigning ,tgainst it, used a pJatform of cJosing the school 
would be against economic development ofHailiday, t~ke away jobs, and the town would 
die. Does it say anywhere in the ND Century Code that a sr~hool has to stay open for the 
benefit of a town? It is for educational purposes, to benefit our students, only I 

Those ofus parents, who want a better education for our students, would .not give up, We 
have open enroJJed our chHdren to Killdeer. The problem is: There are way morn parents 
that want to get the best educational opportunities than the ND State law allows. ·we 
have at least 12 more kids beyond the 20% level allowed to go. My daughter is 
unfortunately one of the casualties. She will be a sophmore in high school next year. Is 
very bright and wants more advanced classes than Halliday can offer, With the open 
enrollment children leaving Halliday, she may be the ouly one left in her class. No 
education and no social opportunities. My other daughter is a senior this year. Thank 
Goodness! In order to fulfill her 20 needed credits to graduate, she is in an ITV class by 
herself, taking one class by independent study herself. and also in one math class by 
herself. Luckily she is bright and can do this. For the average or btlow student this may 
not have been possible. 

My daughter refuses to go to school here next year. Is my only aJtemative to move to 
another town? Where's the economic development in this? 

We now have a town tom apart. Those who want to live in the past and those ofus who 
are looking at the future of our children, We want the same opportunities {or our children 
that the larger schools offer. A wide variety of class course offerings. Being able to 
choose classes that fit our children's future goals. Not being forced to take a cJass just 
because there is nothing else offered. We want teachers in the classrooms and ~ot TV 
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monitors. We want teachers available when our children need help after the class period 
ends. We w&nt qualified teachers who actually are teaching in their majors and have had 
education classes, We do not want combined classes. We want classes that are based on 
abilities and not economic restraints. Now our lower classes are all combined and yet 
have only 5-6 students. You don't even have enough children in phy-ed cJasses to divide 
into teams for'a sport. Ifwe have to travel 25 miles to another school, we are willing to 
make that sacrifice for a quality education for our children. These small high schools do 
not adequately prepare our children to enter the large colleges, Being an A student in a · 
class of S is way different than in a class of 40, 

RJght now more than one-third of our state's schools have enrol1ments of fess than 100. 
Fewer districts would reduce administrative expenses, allowing more money to expand 
curriculums and hire more teachers. Are these small districts really in the best interest of 
the children? Some parents may like small schools. Others may prefer home schooJing, 
Please don't force restrictions on those ofus that don't. Let us make the choice for our 
children. Don't hold our children captives, in a school where they don't want to be. Most 
of all don't make them feel they are responsible for their town's economic survival by 
keepf ng a school's doors open. 

We need to change the laws. Do away with the 200/o open enrollment ceiling. Jfwe want 
a better education for our children, Jet us go. 

Those who want stay in a small school can. My daughter will be a sophmore next year 
and doesn't have the luxury of time. 

Ifl can be any assistance on this matter please Jet me know. I want a better educational 
future for our children. 

You can contact me at: Marolynn Lesmeister, PO Box 435, Halliday, ND 58636 
701~938u4730 e-mail mlesmeister@hotmail.com 

Sincerely, 

MaroJynn Lesmeister 

T~1r. mfcrographfo fmages on thfs f flm are ac1.urate re roductf -f 
were tflmtd fn the regular course of business Th pphot ons o records delivered to Modern thformatfon Systt!nlS for mfcrofflmfng and 

d(ANSI) for archival mfcrofflm, NOTICE: If the ,t~med 1~'f'a':o!r,ce~s me~ts 1abtlandard8 of the Amerfean Natfonol standards Instftute 
oct.rnent being filmed, · e 8 ess ~eg e than thfs Notfce, ft fs due to the quality of the 

~A¼ )A(k~S~ID 
operator's sJgnllture 

' Date 

f I~ 

i'?,1,$/';l[~f 



. -... tE~ ll 20l2 2:l4fM !iV, Ot>04 

------- Dtpartment of Public Instruction 
800 E Soutevard Ave., Dept. 201, Blam1rek, ND S8505-0440 

(701) 321-2290 Fax • (701) 328•2"'1 
ht,p:/~.dpl.1tate.ml.u. 

MEMO 

To: Wayne Stenel\jem 
Atteirncy General 

From: Dr. Wayne G. Sanstcad 
State Supvrintendcmt 

Date: December 13, 2002 

Re: Interpretation and appUc:ation ofNorth Dakota Century Cocle lS.1-29 .. 03 

r, t. 

Dr. Wtyn1 o. Sansteac 
State Sup•rf"tenden 

North Dakota Century Code 15 .1-29..03 soosection 1 states, "After talting into account 
the best interests of all affected PWiCla the board of a school district may elect to send Us 
studen1B to another school (ljstrict. In this hutance, the board may pay tuition for the 
students. The board may arrange, and when petitioned to do so by qualified electon ot 
the district equal in number to at Jeast a majority of those who voted in the most tocent 
annual school district election shoJJ arrange, with other bomds to send studenui tc the 
other districts nnd to pay for their tuition and transportation." This seetion of the law has 
not been applied in a North Dakota school district but may well bi, applied in tho next 
few months. 

The issues or questions relate to ciniurmtanccs in which the clec.tora of the mstrict would 
p~ition tho school bonrd to make arrangement for students to attend in other cilstricta. 
The taJiguage of th_e !ectiorJ states that at ]ea.st a majority of tho&e who voted ~Abe moat 
recent annual S<ibooJ district eltJction would be needed ae signatories on the petition. 
Does that mean SO% of thou who voted in th~ lat election p1ut one in o,tdcr to submit 11 0:> 
valid petition? Is the election on which the·nwnlm-~~~ast~Lthc:psnnu»sprin~ ' 
seJii~_,..~•mtpUilllf•li!iiifr.ali•-~solftM~tMKC-• ; .. -- · 

'If the board is petitioned by electors as required in t.he section, @W many sw~tuts would@ 
,be p~v.c~~-~yJlie~ W~.! _the_ district have to make arrangem~d'~ 

11ipumtncrt&sf s u entfto: <CIM:r.4istricts ~ o~y those whose P:'1~ti sp~cdiciey_ 
......... ~su~h.art$Jla,munts?,·11f6e inteq,~anon wetetnaHfic dlr;·wollfdorily be 

required to sc,ad tbo$r, studt.nt&,who&e pareats requested attendan~ · ·· other district, 
~ ~9µld.th~. distri.ct sti:I be.allow.ed.to_OR-~.aP,q.bll~.!cbool? _ If tho' . 'ct h1 req~ to 

~ inalce arraogcmel)t, to send all of their students to otlier dt'ilfi'lcts when the required 
petition is submlUEd, would the district move into non~open.ting status and fall under the 
statutory provision which allows them one year to cti8$0Jvc? 

Sdlllol ru, !tit lllnlf 
Gnnd ,Dtkt. ND 
(?'Of) 71W1CIO 
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DEC, 13, 20(2 2: 25Plii NV, ~Ub4 .. .t, J 
·,.t 

r~""'1 1f eJeeton petition the board i1 there anY. a.ltemadvo to the boanPs P-@Y.it.ig twt;QD and 
\.2J trmaportation as indicated by the aection7 Wowdu be pom'bhrfor-'lbe'boa-d·to negotiate 

tuitJon free asrciements for the student£ who 1re attt!lldfna out of district u a comequcuce 
of tho pttJtion? 

When a sc:booJ bo..-d .rcctrivea a petition under this &e1'tion of c.ode what ii ~ time frame® 
in which the board mwrt me a deciaion? Preswnably their doci1ion ml.lit fit a 
timeframo in wh fob tbe ffll'Olvcd parmits could make necessary 11111118eJDmtl to c:aroll 
tbdr atudeou in nefahborina school diJtrlcU. If u a ttwJt of tho pciitic:,n the achoo! 
dittrlci continue,, to operate a IChool while sending aonic nwqber of ,tut1eotl to oth« 
diitrlct, u the petitionm requoatcd ia tbQ'C any time line on the eff'c:!c)t of the J)C':tition or 
would tho~ ltudmt, who are attendinc out of disbict ~ a rcsult of the pefifion be 
pretum:d to be m attendance in their chosen di'1rict u JODI u they or the.!.r panmtt 
wantod that cdrcumataoc,e to continue? J(a P!!i:4~ !a ~Jjd by the ~~~ numb« of 
eleeton uoder' this •ection of the cod~. would a tubacqueut petjtion 1rom another group of 
eJecton uking tbe board not to HUd student, out of tbe distrlm have any impact or 
standJng. 

In tho oircUJl11'1ancca in question the: expectation i, that the IChool board will receive a 
pedtioq ur..det Uil, aectioo. of the code in 1anuary and be eq,ooted to aot on it in February. 
Tbe.refo~ we request that you provide an opinion \\ithm a tim~ ttw will allow 
ttudeutt in the aJfected distnct will be able to ddennine their school attmdanco location 
next year- in a timely fubion. 

If you need additional information pleue feel he to call. 

-----~ 8'112-F. z--• 
~ AND RECIPlWCJ'l'f 
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Open Enrollment 2001 

r 2001 
Students 

Fall 2001 OpenEnroll 
COOIST ONAME Dtype K,12 Enr 2000,01 ADM •20•/, Limit ed Out 

01013 Hellinger 13 1 403,28 81 
02002 Valley City 2 1 1,272.88 265 20 
02013 Oriska 13 2 60.82 13 
02062 Lltchvflle 52 2 97.68 20 4 
02085 N Central 5& 1 183.00 37 1 
02082 Wlmbledon-C 1 172.70 35 1 
03005 Minnewaukan 1 139.43 28 
03006 Leeds 6 1 201.27 41 
03009 Maddock 9 1 235,77 48 7 
03016 Oberon 16 2 43,25 9 
03028 Warwick 29 1 222,66 45 
03030 Ft ToHen 30 1 169,12 34 
04001 Bllllngs Co 1 2 76,72 16 1 
05001 Bottineau 1 1 799,20 160 6 
06013 WIiiow City 1 ~ 1 86.89 18 
05017 Westhope 17 1 171.67 35 1 
05035 Lansford 30 2 35,92 e 
05054 Newburg-Unit 1 84.05 17 3 
06001 Bowman 1 1 445,03 90 3 
06017 Rhame 17 1 9-4,20 19 2 
06033 Scranton 33 1 186,44 38 1 

(-·- 07014 Bowbells 14 1 114.00 23 
07027 Powers Lake 1 126.42 26 
07036 Burke Central 1 113,99 23 
06001 Bismarck 1 1 10,426.08 2,066 68 
08002 Regan 2 2 12,31 3 
0B025 Naughton 25 3 4,63 1 1 
08026 Wing 26 1 60,43 17 5 
08029 Baldwln 29 2 13,52 c: :s I 5 
08033 Menoken 33 2 30.82 7 2 
08035 Sterling 35 2 35,16 8 
08039 Apple Creek : 2 44,44 9 3 
013045 Manning 45 3 10.00 2 
09001 f'o1go 1 1 11,388, 10 2,278 1 
09002 Kfnd,ed 2 1 720,47 145 2 
08004 Maple Valley. 1 211.20 43 1 
09006 West Farr,o e 1 5,043.00 1,009 
09007 Mapleton 7 2 112,64 23 
09017 Central Casa 1 836.68 168 8 
09080 Page 80 2 146.59 30 1 
08097 Northern Cu 1 484.83 87 9 
10014 Border Centu 1 31,75 7 
10018 Munich 19 1 156,00 32 2 
10023 Langdon Arel 1 617.21 124 1 
11040 Ellendale 40 1 378.08 76 1 
11041 Oakes 41 1 561,61 113 5 

l 
12001 Divide Count> , 332,26 67 
13008 Dodge 8 2 51.0,4 11 
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Open Enrollment 2001 

2001 
Student, 

Fall 2001 OpenEnroll 

CODIST DNAME Otype K,12 Enr 2000-01 ADM •201/0 Limit ed Out 

13016 KIiideer 16 1 361.86 73 1 

13019 Halllday 19 1 92.09 19 1 

13037 Twin Butles 3 2 50.94 11 

14001 New Rockforc 1 376.06 76 

14012 Sheyenne 12 1 144.77 29 6 

16006 Hazellon,Mofl 1 156,26 32 3 

15010 Bakker 10 2 10.52 3 

15012 Unton 12 3 5.00 1 

16016 Strasburg 15 1 231.98 47 2 

16036 Linton 36 1 379,40 76 6 

16010 Carrington 10 1 697,56 140 9 

17003 Beach 3 1 361.75 73 2 

17006 Lone Tree 6 2 62.94 11 

18001 Grand Forks ' 1 8,226.24 1,646 48 

18044 Larimore 44 1 574.88 116 7 

18061 Thompson 61 1 614.28 103 3 

18125 Manvel 125 2 186.60 38 5 

18127 Emerado 127 2 112.35 23 

18128 Midway 128 1 294,56 59 1 

18129 Northwood 1~ 1 356,38 72 11 

19018 Roosevell 18 1 140,39 29 ,~ 19049 E!gln-New Lei 1 250.23 51 1 

20007 Midkota 7 1 206.88 42 1 

20018 Griggs Coun~ 1 353,28 71 4 

21001 Moll-Regent • 1 330.44 67 3 

21009 New England 1 228.05 46 4 

22011 Pettibone-Tut 2 23,32 5 1 

22014 Robinson 14 2 12,52 3 

22020 Tullle-Pelllbo 1 72.99 15 

22026 Steele-Dawsc 1 253,42 51 e 
22028 Tappen 28 1 112.40 23 5 

23003 Edgeley 3 1 275.86 56 3 

23007 Kulm 7 1 157.23 32 10 

23008 LaMoure e 1 391,82 79 

23009 MArlon 9 1 112,32 23 4 

23011 Vet on a 11 1 72.50 15 3 

24 002 Napoleon 2 1 261,62 53 

24058 Gackle 14 1 115,20 36 

25001 Velva 1 1 454,63 91 9 

25014 An1:1r,1oose 1-4 1 68.03 1& 

25057 Orakt11 57 1 144,36 29 

25080 TGU 60 1 30G.1>6 80 1 

20004 Zeeland 4 1 5~.00 13 

26009 Ashley 9 1 200,14 41 2 

26019 Wishek 19 1 262.18 53 2 

27001 McKenzie Co 1 637,20 128 11 

27002 Alexander 2 1 101,88 21 1 

~--> 27014 Yellowstone 1 2 74,53 15 
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Open Enrollment 2001 

r .. 2001 
Students 

Fall 2001 OpenEnroll 
CODIST DNAME Dtype K•12 Enr 2000·01 ADM •201/, Limit ed Out 

27018 Earl 18 3 9.70 2 
27019 Bowline Butte 3 2.00 1 
27032 Horse Creek: 3 4.00 1 
27036 Mandaree 36 1 224,84 45 
28001 Monlefiore 1 1 230.14 47 7 

28004 Washburn 4 1 410.05 83 4 
28008 Underwood 8 1 275.10 56 

28050 Max 50 1 167,39 34 
28051 Garrison 61 1 367.23 74 4 
28072 Turtle Lake-M 1 205,37 42 
28085 White Shleld , 1 152.33 31 
29003 Ha2en 3 1 809.82 162 18 
,29020 Golden Valle) 1 72.48 15 1 
29022 Stanton 22 1 87.30 18 6 
29027 Beulah 27 1 1,010.81 203 
30001 Mandan 1 1 3,481.81 69'7 14 
30004 Llllle Heart 4 2 28.00 6 

30007 New Salem 7 1 394.18 79 5 

30008 Sims 8 2 29,00 6 
30013 Heb1on 13 1 193.20 39 1 
30017 Sweet Briar 1 3 7.00 2 1 

(' --- 30039 Flasher 39 1 242.66 49 2 

30048 Glen Ullin 48 1 234.42 47 
31001 New Town 1 1 734.27 147 6 

31002 StenlEly 2 1 423.16 85 6 
31003 Parshall 3 1 328.33 66 
31137 Plaza 137 2 26,15 6 

32001 Dakota Pralrk 1 393,14 79 1 
32066 Lakota 66 1 267.15 5S 10 
33018 Center 18 1 276.91 56 2 

34001 Pembina 1 1 153,66 31 

34006 Cavalier 6 1 603.62 121 7 
34012 Valley 12 1 162,76 33 2 
34019 Drayton 19 1 233.28 47 
34027 Walhalla 27 1 299.20 60 3 

34043 St Thomas 4~ 1 127,68 26 
34055 Neche 55 1 116,34 24 
35001 Wolford 1 1 65,65 14 4 
35005 Rugby 5 1 668.43 134 
36001 Devlls Lake 1 1 2,022.87 405 

36002 Edmore 2 1 120,15 26 2 

36044 Starkweather 1 116,59 2-4 1 
37002 Sheldon 2 2 44,14 9 

37006 Ft Ranoom e 2 23,26 5 

37010 Salund 10 3 6.00 2 
37019 Lisbon 19 1 690,35 139 8 

' 
37022 E11derlln 22 1 344.06 89 6 

38002 Sherwood 2 1 126.87 26 
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Open Enrollment 2001 

('- 2001 
Student• 

Fall 2001 OpenEnroll 
CODIST DNAME Dtype K·12 Enr 2000·01 ADM •20% Limit ed Out 

38009 Mohall 9 1 278.81 56 7 
38026 Glenburn 26 1 319,00 64 19 
39005 Mantador 5 2 22.00 5 
39008 Hankinson 8 1 323.11 65 
39018 Fairmount 18 1 136,04 28 
39028 Lidgerwood 2, 1 243.05 49 2 
39037 Wc1hpeton 37 1 1,581.66 317 8 
39042 Wyndmere 4~ 1 303,70 61 
39044 Richland 44 1 317,33 64 2 
40001 Dunseith 1 707,86 142 
40003 St John 3 1 275.79 66 2 
40004 Mt Pleasant 4 1 358,14 72 6 
40007 Belcourt 7 , 1 1,757.68 ,352 
40029 Rolelle 29 1 219.88 44 
41002 MIinor 2 1 326.19 66 3 
41003 N Sa1gent 3 1 185,74 38 
41006 Sa1genl Cent, 1 339.40 68 4 
42016 Goodrich 16 1 59,97 12 
42019 McClusky 19 1 133,47 27 
43003 Solen 3 1 193,90 39 
43004 Fl Yales 4 1 206.61 42 

·--· 

l 
43008 Selfridge 6 1 74.96 15 3 
44012 Marmarth 12 2 13,44 3 
44014 Sheets 14 3 9,00 2 1 
44032 Central Elem< 2 10,20 3 
45001 Dickinson 1 1 2,876.52 576 8 
45009 South Heart E 1 269,30 54 2 
45013 Belfield 13 1 296.72 60 8 
45034 R!chardton-T1 1 315.24 64 7 
46010 Hope 10 150,47 31 
46019 Flnley-Sharor 1 176.14 36 1 
47001 Jamestown 1 1 2,663.31 533 10 
47003 Medina 3 1 168.64 34 
4 701 O Plngree,Buch 1 159.51 32 10 
47014 Montpelier 14 1 115,76 24 4 
47019 Kensal 19 1 88,43 18 
47026 Spiritwood 26 2 12.92 3 
48002 E3Isbee,Egel•1 1 106.69 22 
48008 Southern e 1 308,65 62 5 
48028 North Central 1 78,24 16 
49003 Central Valle) 1 304,23 61 
4 9007 Hatton 7 1 27:2.40 55 2 
49009 Hllltiboro 9 1 478.92 96 3 
49014 May-Port CG 1 662,35 133 4 
50003 Grafton 3 1 985,95 198 
50020 Mlnlo 20 1 260,93 63 5 

~ 
50039 Lankin 39 2 63.18 13 3 
50051 Nash 51 2 27.65 6 3 
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Open Enrollment 2001 

(\· 2001 
Student& 

Fall 2O01 OpenEnroll 
CODISi DNAME Dlype t<-12 Enr 2000-01 ADM 0 20¾ Limit ed Out 

50078 Park River 78 1 442,16 89 4 
50079 Fordville 79 1 94,36 19 
50106 Edinburg 106 1 143.48 29 14 
5012B Adams 128 2 103.64 21 5 
51001 Minot 1 1 7, HiS.47 1,432 
51004 Nedrose 4 2 239.40 48 7 
51007 United 7 1 664,27 133 9 
51010 Belt 10 2 129,62 26 7 
51016 Sawyer 16 1 161.43 33 3 
51019 Eureka 19 2 '14,81 3 
51028 Kenmare 28 1 366,77 74 
51041 Surrey 41 1 443,28 89 14 
51054 Berlhold 64 1 212.10 43 4 
51070 S Prairie 70 2 134,85 27 15 
51158 N Shore 158 1 118,26 24 3 
52025 Fessenden-8, 1 266.50 54 5 
52035 Pleasanl Valli 2 24.83 5 
52038 Harvey 38 1 560.57 113 3 
52039 Sykes 39 1 67.41 14 
53001 Wllllslon 1 1 2,463.28 493 10 
53002 Nasson 2 1 196.31 40 8 ..... -.,,, 

l 
53006 Eight Mlle 6 1 211,04 43 7 
5300B News 2 218,52 44 11 
53015 Tioga 15 1 311,10 63 3 
53091 WIidrose-Aiar 1 60.60 13 1 
53099 Grenora 99 1 77,91 16 

107,462.07 730 
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COOIST ONAME 

01013 HeHinger 13 

02002 Valley Cily 2 

02013 Oriska 13 

02052 Litchville 52 
02065 N Central 65 

02082 Wnnbledon-Courte 82 . 
03005 Minnewaukan 5 

03006 Leeds 6 

03009 Maddock 9 
03016 Oberon 16 

03029 WatWidc: 29 

03030 Ft Totten 30 

04001 Bilrmgs Co 1 

05001 Bottineau 1 

05013 WiUowCtly13 

05017 Westhope 17 

05035 Lansford 35 

05054 Newbwg-United 54 

06001 Bowman 1 

06017 Rhame 17 

06033 Saanm 33 

07014 Bowbells 14 

070ZT Powers lake 27 

07036 Burke Central 36 
08001 Bismarck 1 

08002 Regan 2 
08025 Naughton 25 

08028Wmg28 

08029 Baldwin 29 

08033 Menoken 33 

08035 Siering 35 

08039 Apple Cleek 39 

08CM5 Maulilig "5 

09001 Fargo 1 

09002 Kindred 2 

NOOPI 

[)type 

1 

1 

2 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Open Enrollmr iuf of District 
2002-03 School '. .January 2003) 

Fall 2002 K•12 Enr 

364 

1,211 

68 

89 
158 

163 
117 

188 

228 

50 

203 

185 

73 

797 
52 

151 

32 

79 
425 

BO 
176 

102 

118 

108 

10,399 

9 

5 

77 

22 

21 

43 

49 

" 11,095 

712 

2002 
Students 

OpenEnrolle 
2001-02 ADM ~ Limit d Out 

360 73 1 

1,219 244 9 

70 15 

95 20 

172 35 

166 34 

129 26 

187 38 

217 4.« 

55 12 
203 41 

148 30 

73 15 

795 159 
71 15 

164 33 

35 8 

81 17 

421 85 

86 18 

189 38 

107 22 

120 25 

103 21 

10,378 2.076 

13 3 

5 1 

74 15 
17 4 

ao I 61 
37 8 ... ~ 
s[==:JJ 

11,270 2,254 
703 141 

Page1 m7 

4 

4 

2 

1 

14 

2 

4 

2 

2 

13 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

3 

1 

2 

10 

3 

10 

3 

2 

2 

- . - -----.. - ...... --
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5 

61 

5 

9 

5 

13 

3 
1'! 

39 

3 

3 

39 

2 

7 

1 

7 

16 
1 

5 

3 

2 

155 

3 

12 
6 

2 

2 

10 

2 

20 

OUT 

3 

23 
34 

13 

18 

2 

26 
8 

4 

9 

17 

2 

12 

22 

6 

a 
16 

3 
2 

5 
3 

6 

3 

33 

6 

5 

15 

25 
10 

25 

1 

9 

11 

--., 

,.,.\ 
.J 

In Percent Out Percent 

1% 1% 

5% 2% 

5% 33% 

9"k 13°/4 

3% 10% 

8% 1% 

2% 18'!{, 

6"k 4% 

17% 2% 

0% 15°.(, 

1% 8% 

0% 1% 

4% 14% 

5".(, 0% 

3% 30"-' 
.t.% 4% 

3",{, 20% 

7% 17% 

4% 1% 

1% 2"/o 

3% 

3% 

2% 

0% 

1% 

0% 

30% 

16% 

16% 

4% 

3% 

3% 

5% 
JO,(, 

0% 

40% 

50% 

0% 
41% 

54% 

4% 19% 

14% 34% 

0% 64% 

0% 0% 

3% 2% 
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COOISTDNME 

09004 Maple VaBey4 

09006 West Fargo 6 

09007 Mapleton 7 

09017 CenlralCass 17 
09080 Page 80 
09097 Northern Cass 

10014 Border Central 14 

10019 Munich 19 

10023 Langdon Area 23 

11040 Ellendale 40 

11041 Oakes 41 

12001 Divide County 1 

13008 Dodge 6 
130t6 !<iffdeer 16 

13019 HaQiday 19 

13037 Twin Buttes 37 

14001 NewRockfurd 1 

14012 Sheyenne 12 

15006 Hazel~ 6 
15010 Bakker 10 

15012 Union 12 

15015 Slrasburg 15 

15036 Linton 36 

16010 Carrington 10 

17003 Beach 3 

17006 Lene Tree 6 

18001 Grand Faks 1 

180«1.arirnore44 
18051 Thompson 61 

1812SMamief125 

18127 Emerado 127 

18128 Midway 128 

18129 Nor1h'MlOd 129 

18140 Grand Forks AFB 1 
19018 Roosevelt 18 

~--•~ , __ , __ ..,,_, 

~------~~ 

Dtype 

1 

1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 
f 

4 

1 

Open EnroUml"""\t0ut of District 
2002--03 ~ JJanuary 2003) 

Fall 2002 K-12 Enr 

199 

5.207 

105 

841 
129 

457 

33 

126 

548 

374 
519 

302 

47 

365 

79 

46 
3g7 

115 

142 

8 

5 
207 
377 
651 
341 

51 
8,008 

573 

481 

176 

98 
323 

315 

124 

' ...,___,,.· 

2002 
Students 

C)penEnrolle 
2001.02 ADM ~% Limit d Out 

193 

s.101 

109 

856 
133 

461 

29 

134 

548 

381 

536 
311 

54 

362 

75 
56 

376 

132 

143 
7 

6 

227 

374 

674 

3JO 

53 
8.099 

571 

492 

175 

102 

288 

332 

135 

Page2of7 

39 
1,021 

22 

172 

27 

93 

6 
27 

110 

77 

108 

63 

11 

73 

15 

12 
76 

27 

29 

2 

2 

46 

75 

135 

66 

11 

1,620 

115 

99 
36 

21 

58 

67 

28 

10 

4 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

4 

8 

a 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

9 

9 

6 

20 

6 

3 

5 

-- -~ ,. - - ... ~ - ----

IN 

4 

29 
15 

33 

11 

2 

4 

15 

3 

9 

8 

25 

8 
6 

11 

14 

36 

2 

1 

114 

17 

28 

5 

5 

43 

1 

OUT 

25 
17 

13 

2 
12 
12 
7 

2 
25 

11 

2 

1 

3 

3 

10 

8 

2 

21 

13 

9 

3 

8 

5 
4 

4 

a 
12 

55 
18 

33 

18 

17 

12 

..., 
--·------ ~-------~--

1 
In Percent Out Percent 

2% 11% 
0% 

0% 

3% 

11% 

7% 

0% 

9% 

0% 

1% 

3% 

0% 

6% 

2% 

9% 

0% 

6".4 

6% 

4% 

0% 

0% 

5% 
4% 

5% 

1% 

2% 

1% 

3% 

5% 

0% 

4% 

1% 

13% 

1% 

0% 

11% 

0% 

9% 

3% 

18% 

2".4 

4% 

3% 

0% 

0% 

6"/4 

1% 

11% 

15% 
1% 

15% 

8% 

53% 

38% 

4% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

0% 

0% 

2",G 

10% 

9% 

25% 

5% 

5% 

9% 
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Open Enronml""4 {Out of District , ' 

;I\ 

l 
2002-03 School {January 2003) 

f"i ... \ ~..,~ ,!!•~ 
2002 

....... --o 

Students 

... -➔---, 

:r~l~ 
OpenEmolle 

-- . CODISTDNAME 
Dtype Fall 2002 K-12 Enr 2001-02 ADM ~0%Umi! dOut IN OUT In Percent Out Percent 

~;; ;--g. 
-:r -

19049 Bgin-New Leipzig 49 1 244 257 52 1 9 5 4% 2"/4 

..., __ _..o 
-<7 ,_., ..... 

20007 Midkota 7 
1 168 179 36 3 4 28 20/4 15% 

1-- I :1jG 
20018 Griggs County Central 18 1 341 344 69 - 8 2 2°/4 t% 

- 0 : 
~-g 21001 Mott-Regent 1 

1 294 313 63 5 5 13 2% 4% 

_, 
21009 New England 9 

1 199 224 45 8 13 15 s<'A, l"A, 

- .... ..... o -:r 
38-

22011 Petfibone-Tullfe 11 
2 18 22 5 4 - 12 0% 40% 

--s. ..... 
22014 Robinson 14 

2 10 12 3 2 - 6 0% 38% 

z•-
oo-

22020 TutUe-Pelfibone 20 i 58 63 13 2 2 0% 3% 

::! .... :1 

-
nr• 

22026 Steele-Dawson 26 

32 1 t3% 0% 

Ill "ll' 

1 274 267 54 -

- . -- 22028 Tappen 28 1 110 110 22 7 10 " 8% 18% 

-jo 
- g 

23003 Edgeley 3 1 260 269 54 4 11 18 4% 7% 

... -s 

:r• -
23007 l<uim7 

1 131 151 31 1 8 8 6<'/4 6% 

. .... --· 
1% 

~~..., 
23008 LaMoure 8 

1 363 373 75 1 22 2 6"/4 

("1-l 
23009 Marion 9 

1 108 116 24 4 7 15 6"/4 13"/4 

-~l 23011 Verona 11 
1 50 60 12 - 1 9 2"/4 16<'/4 

1& .. ~ 
24002 Napoleon 2 1 244 251 51 2 5 1% 2% 

cQ ..,_ 

-
•Ji i. 

24056 Gadde 14 
1 153 164 33 1 6 1Q 4% s<'k 

·-.goo 
2500-: Velva 1 

1 454 433 87 2 30 2 7% 0% 

< .... 
• "C ., 

25014 Anamoose 14 

2"k 

..,_ 
1 83 85 17 2 - 2 0% 

-8n at•o 
25057 Drake 57 

1 141 ·150 31 - 2 1 1% 1% 

-·i . .. 
25060 TGU6Q 

1 373 366 74 4 14 35 4% 9% 

=1a--... - 26004 Zeeland 4 
1 60 54 H - 1 - 2% 0% 

~-< 
26009 Ashley 9 

1 185 186 38 - 2 - 1% 0% 

-.... a- ....... 

26019 W!Shek 19 ;-1 !. 
1 266 266 54 3 7 5 3% 2% 

....... 
27001 ";".d<enzie Co 1 

1 617 637 128 - 21 5 3% 1% 

:::r-., 0 

! i-z 
27002 Alexar.der- 2 

1 80 86 18 2 2 2 3% 3"'/4 

... of 
~ .... ., 

27014 Yellowsfone 14 
2 54 60 13 - - - 0% 0% 

.... :. 
27018 Earl 18 

0% 0% 

z:if-
3 1 6 2 - - -

0 , 

27019 Bowtine Butte 19 

4 I 1 I 
0% 50",{, 

-i-
3 6 

4 - 6 

- 0 0 .... •,a 
27032 Horse Creek 32 

3 10 10 2 - - - 0% 0% 

'-... o_ 
27036Mand3ree36 

1 190 221 45 4 - 17 0% 6% 

;;~3 
:--- .... z. 

28001 Monreriore 1 
1 218 225 46 3 11 11 5% 5",(, 

10 -~~ 
28004 Washburn 4 

1 375 382 n - 11 1 3% 0% 

- r,-
28008 Underwood 8 

1 230 254 51 4 - 17 O"k 7% 

Ol ... _I - 0 - 28050 Max:50 
1 179 178 36 4 8 8 4% 4% 

olO ,..!!':o -za., 

i JJ •,!_ 
J ... ~ 
-&-g. .... -

NOOPr ---'<i!.. 
PageJof7 
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Open Enroflm"""Put of District 1 l"i ... 

~--· 
2002-03 School :January 2003) ~.,~ ,~·---- 2002 -o ,,.. .... ,,,._, 

:r~l~ Students -·. OpenEnrolle 
i6;'~ COOISTDNAME Dtype S::.11 2002 K-12 Enr 2001-02ADM ~Umit dOut IN OUT In Percent OutPen:ent :r -41,-.. .... 0 

28051 Ganison 51 2% -<::r 1 369 an 75 2 13 7 4% r-~·i i~,41 28062 Butte 62 4 
0 • 280n Turlle l.ake-Mercer72 1 200 202 41 1 1 4 0% 2% .,-3 o• 28085 White ShieJd 85 1 145 137 28 3 10 3 7"/4 2"k 

_, 
-0- 29003 Hazen 3 1 769 815 163 35 11 5% 1% i"~~ -
• "'7. 

29020 Golden Valley 20 1 55 58 12 5 3 5 5% 9% ra...,, z•-
29022 Stanton 22 1 9 16 10% 17% oo- f 87 88 18 =-..El 

7 1% 1% nr• 29027 Beuiah 27 1 915 972 195 1 8 m "'7 - . 30001 Mandan 1 1 3,351 3,428 686 37 26 85 1% 2% ---10 30004 little Heart 4 2 32 26 6 5 6 15°/4 18% ..., n -.... !; 
30007 New Salem 7 1 354 374 75 10 2 3% 1% =--· • -. -.... 30008 Sims8 2 39 36 8 - - 7 0% 15% .... ::r, 

;: .• 30013 Hebron 13 1 171 182 37 5 6 11 3"/4 6"/a 

!lf 30017 Sweet Briar 17 3 12 10 2 - 8 5 89% 56°,{, 

1.& .... t 30039 Rasber 39 1 231 232 47 1 22 1 10% C% 
o"'7- • 4% ·ti <l 30048 Glen Ullin 48 1 210 215 43 3 - 8 0% ·- 31001 NewTO"ffl 1 1 761 739 148 7 15 25 2% 3% .g'oo 
< - 31002 Stanley2 376 409 32 9% 1% .. ~., 1 82 3 4 ""$ ... -&n 31003 Patshaff 3 1 302 285 53 2 8 18 3% 6% ...... 0 

~-i 31137 Plaza 137 2 26 25 I ~l 9 18 0% 41% It: .. -
:1i' 32001 Dakota Prairie 1 1 324 345 70 8 20 67 5% 2?Jo 
,-~ ,_ 
:•< 32066 Lakota 66 1 264 267 54 - 49 3 22% 1% --· 33018 Cenle.- 18 7%: 
er.,.., 1 248 260 53 1 6 17 i<'k i;!t !. 
.... f, .... 34001 Pembina 1 1 149 146 30 - 5 3 3"k 2% 
::r,o 

:~ Cavalier 6 1 555 561 117 1 27 5% 1% ~i-z 3 

"Oi 34012 Valley 12 1 158 157 32 - 3 3 2% 2% ~-.,, 
34019 Drayton 19 1% ..,,..::s 1 209 211 43 f - 2 0% z::r_. 

o,.-::s 34027 Walhaffa 27 1 314 304 61 3 11 17 3% 5% ~,-- Q 34043 St Thomas 43 1 141 134 2% 0 , 27 - 3 3 2% o.., I 
- On-- 34055Neche55 1 102 99 20 4 3 20 3% 17".4 -.--::s ~ 35001 woiron:s 1 1 60 fit 14 1 11 1 22"k 2% -z:,., 

35005 Rugby 5 0 ·~~ 1 605 633 127 3 - 8 0% 1% 

- ti .... 36001 Devils lalte 1 1 1.906 1.941 389 - - 25 0% 1% 
u) ,. __ I 36002 Edmcn 2 1 101 110 Z3 1 1 " 1% 4% - 0 -1a .... ~o 360U Statkweather .U 1 113 109 22 - 6 2 6% 2% ::r11t""J 

·i~ i., ~ ... a-~ - -.... --'<i~ 
~~, 
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~ Open Enrollmr ''Jut of District ~ 
. 

§"""I_, ~.,,~ llo-1m•,, =---- 2002-03 School January 2003) / -o \. l"t- ◄a---s - -i"~l~ 2002 
-· i ti;;;- Students 

:::r - OpenEnroUe ....,_,...0, 
-< :::r 
,_ .. -- COOISTDNAME Dtype Fall 2002 K-12 Enr 2001-02ADM ~%Limit dOUt IN OUT tn Percent Out Percent !- I -~i" 37002 Sheldon 2 2 40 42 9 2 - 4 0% 9",{, 

0 !Ill 
37006 A Ransom 6 2 20% 20% .,- 20 18 4 - 4 4 ~"= ! - .... 37010 Salund 10 4 - 4 1 

,,-C> :::r 
3~- 37019 Lisbon 19 1 662 659 132 3 37 11 S"k 2% - ., . 
.e:~ 37022 Enderlin 22 1 339 342 69 2 20 19 6"..4 S"k 
oo-
::!--=I 38002 Sherwood 2 1 106 117 24 2 7 3 7% 3% 

nr• 38009 Mohall 9 t 54 8 6 30.<, 2% m -, 248 267 1 - . -- 38026 Glenburn 26 1 302 292 59 1 75 3 33% 1% 
:;:j ~ 

39005 Mantador 5 2 11 18 4 1 - 1 0% 8% ..... ., 
::r. 15 

39008 Hankinson 8 1 328 324 65 3 1 4 0% 1% . ... 
.... o ~~., 39018 Fairmount 18 1 126 128 26 3 2 6 2% 5% --•.g 

('!-""" 39028 Lidgerwood 28 1 236 235 48 4 1 7 0% 3% -~e- 39037 Wahpeton 37 1 1,519 1,512 303 1 20 3 1% 0% 
ia .. , 

3S042 Wyndmere 42 1 280 292 59 8 5 20 2"k 7°/4 CQ.,, - -· •J: ,L_ 
39044 Richland 44 1 309 31') 62 3 22 6 6% ZO/o ·-.goo 40001 Dunseith 1 1 523 381 137 11 - 32 0% 6% • <-v ..... J•-,-s 40003 St John 3 1 294 289 58 - 8 3 3% 1% -&i at•o 40004 Mt Pleasant 4 1 331 340 69 4 19 4 S"k 1% ,.., --~ 40007 Belcot!rt 7 1 1,763 1,725 346 4 4 0% 0% =1a- --... - 40029 Rolette 29 1 192 215 44 1 7 3 4% 2°-' =·< 41002 Mllnor-2 t 294 298 60 - 6 4 2"/o 1% --· o-.,....,, ;I-g_ 41003 N Sargent 3 1 198 190 38 - 3 3 2% 2",{, ...... 41006 Sargent Cenlral 6 1 321 332 67 2 3 6 1% 2% 7-,,0 

~2-x 42016 Goodrich 16 1 55 54 11 1 2 1 4% 2% 
..-of 

42019 McClusky 19 2% :::r~ 1 113 117 24 - - 2 0% - .,, 
GI,.:, 

43003 Solen 3 1 153 108 22 3 22 0% 1J<',{, z; ::rr_ . 
0 •:s 

43004 RYates4 14 1% 9% -i- 1 136 188 38 11 1 
- 0 0 .,, 

43008 Selfridge 8 16 38% 0% • -s 2 1 58 65 13 - -.. 0,. 
44012 Marmarth 12 2 10 9 2 1 0% 9% -m - - -"":Jg 
44014 Sheets 14 3 6 5 1 1 2 4 251'/o 50% 

,_ 
-z::0 r> GI~~ 44032 Central Elementary 32 2 11 10 2 2 - 7 0% 39% - tfi (j) 45001 Dickinson t 1 2,717 2,738 ~9 15 44 27 2"k 1% ,.._ 

45009 South Heart 9 10% - 0 - 1 2S7 266 54 8 10 27 4% clO .. ~o :::r • .,, 45013 Belfield 13 1 258 265 54 - 10 5 4% 2% 
; JJ 19 J!. 45034 Richard~Taytor 34 1 301 307 62 - 32 1 12% !)% f,!; _s,-g_ - -,. __ 

"<i!. 
~~~ 
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r 
CODIST ONAME 

46010 Hope 10 

46019 Finley-5ha,on 19 

47001 Jameslown 1 

47003 Meoma 3 

47010 P-ingrae-BIJChanan 

47014 Monlpelier 14 

47019 Kensal19 

47026 Spiritwood 26 

46002 Bisbee-Egeland 2 

48008 Southern 8 

48028 North Central 28 

49003 Cen1tar Valley 3 

49007 Halton 7 

49009 Hillsboro 9 

49014 May.Port CG 14 

50003 Gratton 3 

50020 Minto 20 

50039 Lankin 39 

50051 Nash 51 

50078 Park River 78 

50079 Fordvtlle 79 

50106 Ecfmburg 106 

50128 Adams 128 

51001 Minot 1 

51004 Nedrose 4 

51007 Unit~ T 

51010 BeR 10 

51016~16 

51019 Eureka 19 

51028 Kenma:-e 28 

51041 Surrey41 

51054 Berthold 54 

51070 S Prairie 70 

51158 N Shore 158 

51160 Minot AFB 160 

Dtype 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Open Enrollm,,,.,out of District 
2002-03 School :January 2003) 

Fall 2002 K-12 Enr 

145 

164 

2.542 

151 

156 

HG 
66 

11 

93 

278 
69 

288 

257 

426 

618 

911 

238 

56 

25 

429 

86 

138 
91 

6,905 

246 

618 

142 

152 

21 

318 

419 

215 

154 

112 

2002 
Students 

OpenEnrolle 
200-1-02 ADM 

f47 

173 

~0% Urnit d Out 

30 2 

35 1 
2.584 

162 
517 14 

3J 1 
160 33 

104 21 
78 16 

14 3 

95 20 

294 59 

70 14 

302 61 

249 50 

439 88 

625 125 
924 185 

228 46 

57 12 

23 5 
430 86 

92 19 

143 29 

90 19 

6,947 1,390 

238 48 

666 134 

f40 29 
151 31 

13 J 

340 69 

435 88 

218 44 

140 29 

111 23 

I - I 

Page6of7 

4 

5 

2 

4 

a 
1 

8 

10 

5 

3 

3 

3 

1 

66 

9 

17 

7 

6 

2 

11 

1 

3 

23 

IN OUT 

22 6 

2 15 

24 62 

14 8 

36 5 

26 27 

1 

1 

3 11 

5 7 
2 16 

3 25 

1 7 

21 14 

13 50 

11 16 

15 6 

11 1 

6 3 

11 11 

8 5 
24 2 

8 3 

45 130 

4~ 20 

28 30 

18 19 

6 33 

1 3 

6 

49 23 

15 1 

48 4 

13 

52 

~~ >- l UQ C a a a I • -

-­) 
In Percent Out Percent 

170,{, 5% 

1% 8% 

1% 2% 

10% 6"/4 

29% 4% 

22% 23% 

0% 1% 

0% 8"k 

3% 11% 

2% 3% 

2% 19% 

1% 8% 

0% 3% 

5% 3% 

2% 8% 

1% 2% 

7"/4 3% 

24% 2% 

27% 14% 

3% J<'/4 

10% 6",{, 

21% 2°k 

9% 3% 

1% 2°/4 

19% 9"/4 

5% 5% 

13% 13",{, 

3% 18% 

4% 13% 

2% 0% 

12% 6"/4 

7% 0% 

44% 4% 

13% 0% 
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COOCSTDNAIIE 
52025 FessendeP-Bowdo 25 

52035 Pleasant Valley 3 

52038 Harvey 38 

52039 $yfces 39 

53001 'NiDis1on 1 

53002 Nesson 2 
53006 Eight Mile 6 

53008 New8 
53015 T10g3 15 

53091 Wildrose-Alamo 91 
53099 Grenora 99 
99000Sfafewfde 

Dlype 

1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

Open ~.,put of District 
2002-()3 School .~January 2003) 

2002 
Students 

Ope11e.1r0ue 
Fall 2002 K-12 Enr 2001-02AOM 920%Limit dOut 

Zfl 246 50 2 
17 22 5 3 

517 527 106 1 
79 78 16 -

2.345 2.379 476 24 
179 189 38 4 
219 218 44 1 
224 214 43 11 
280 300 61 1 
49 54 11 -
65 n 15 -

103.013 104.387 TT9 

• 20% limit= a resident district may not deny open enrollment appncafions up to and including this number. 

NOOPI 
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1 
, 

IN OUT In Pa.cec,t Out Percent 
4 13 2% 5% 
1 5 5% 24% 

11 3 2% 1% 
4 8 5% 10% 

22 56 1% 2% 
3 8 2% 4% 

31 3 16% 2% 
47 41 22% 19% 
7 9 2% 3% 
4 - 9% 0% 

- - 0% 0% 
2542 2.542 2.4% 2.4% 
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Feb. 3,2003 

The Bismarck Tribune 
707 E. Front Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

Dear Sheena Dooley, 

I am writing to you in reference to the interview I did with you. 

You know that in referring to the quality of the teachers at Halliday, I was referring to the 
two teachers hired on an emergency basis to teach. I stilJ stand behind my statement that 
they are not qualified to teach my children, Yes, tile law states they may do this, but I 
want more. I will testify to this fact on Mon. Fe6 ·3, 2003 open•enroJlment hearings. 

Maybe SheUey Piaget should have stated the entire story. 

Per DPI State Licensing Board of ND. This is Public record open to anyone. 

Re: NedAkin 
Emergency License issued from Dec. 21, 2001 till Dec, 21, 2002. 

Between Dec. 21, 2002 and Jan. 16, 2003 he had no license at all and was still in the 
classroom teaching, but did have a certified teacher with him. 

He was given a certain number of credit hours to get his Level Il license. He did not do 
this within a year's time, so he again renewed 2n" emergency license. This license is 
again only for one year from Jan. 16, 2003 to Jan. 16, 2004. 

He is currnntly not a certified Levell II teacher. But licensed under the Interim/ 
Emergency ( one-year) License. How many years do I have to put up with him teaching 
my child on an emergency basis before he gets a Level Il License? 
I checked on the classes that he needs. He has completed the core curriculum classes, but 
has not completed the teaching sequ1ences classes. Just because a person has core 
cunfouJum classes does not make him a teacher. You need to know how to present the 
information so that the children can iearn. 

The other vowag teacher is in the same situation. I do not have, a problem with the rest of 
the teachers. • 

As far as the "7 .. children in Amy's c:lass. I was referring to the "4 .. that will be left after 
ihe allowed open enrollments.~ ,~-..j '="~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ · \-i 
~~ ~ '-\ b \ \A.~ ~'-0 • • 

Yes, the science teacher was hired in the fall of 2001. I referrt~d to this J last fall. 
11 
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He was hurt about stating that he was a former )anitor. It sure didn't seem like it when he 
had an article printed about him on Dec. 16, 2001 in the Bismarck Tribune, You may 
want to look this up in the archives. 

I am enclosing my testimony to the senate Educatjon Committee. 
I 

The newly appointed school board member stated at the last school board meeting that 
the actions of the open enrolled parents were stupid and idiotic. · We were acting like 
spoiled little kids stomping our feet when we didn't get something we want. That means 
anyone who fights for the best educational opportunities for their children are stupid and 
idiotic, 

• 
You do not have permission to print any of this Jetter or the testimony, but I did want to 
clarify my statements. This situation is very ugly . . -. 

Sincerely, 

~~~" ~~~ 
· Marolynn Lesmeister 
POBox435 
Halliday, ND 58636 
701-938-4730 
E-mail mlcsmeister@hotmall.com 

cc: Julie Bechtel 
Publisher of the Bismarck Tribune 
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Oregon officials interested in _Beach case 

! Coml>lled br ~tabUshed lnsumice finn of Al ~ Butte sdlooJ behind. , Enern . .., · ·, , · 
LWAEN DONOVAN Ueckert, who died a few monthl That will leaw only sJx kids II North Dakota's. lfs!llte bu 

· Blsman:knbme ago at the age of 93. Grassy., tbere1J be one each in more water than•. coals 
Wl)en the North Dakota second and fourth grade and, and ls Jess JlUllbtable use It 

C>re.gon offlclaJ$ are p~ Insurance Department waa four in sixth grade. · . doesn\ bum as efliclen ' 
attention to the fate of a tipped about problems wfth "What do ■.:ve do whh the The new project at at' 

= three weeks ~ f:IlJR Beadl dienta, Hill caught future ot G~ Butte 8Choolr River eeeb to reduce that .. 
that he stole ne wind of the lnvesdgadon and asked· $\Wedntendent JCe\tin ~ bv reducing the watek' Jn' 

$200, from his lnswimce called the del>artment from 'the XeenuhaJi., liy ~ ptm:ent · 
f.nwstment tUenta. · top of~ ~ntinel Butte. lne- Tbit~: the · Ynillton•dollar "'ffils wooJd leve1 the Plmnlj 

steve HID also la wanted In brlated and threate!DDI suicide. ~ , , , - &Jd," saJd OwUe ~ leac11 

<>awn on~ that he stole1 He was admitted to a Dk'lln- G~ Butte l1 an elemen~ enafneer at the plant . 
~ klentfty to get a car loan 90n ~ital and ~ on the .. ratkni that gfV'ee famlUt!I in The (?rojecf hu created a . 
and max out a cn,dft card. four felony diet chaijJes when and around the ,town an olrtfon bwz ln the ~ because ~ 

Hill, who'a scheduled for a released. in the bhast school distrlct in mi Implications botti ror r.oaJ and 
prelbpfnuy ~ Peb. 'll In He probably won't be North Damta. the environment. Using dried • 
Beach on the North Dakota returned to Oregon to race local 1be school board membere ooaJ will reduce the amount of 

· charRes, was working a an agent cbaJlel wldl bis North Dakota will review fta options when ft cartion de In dM9 plant's 

I i>r A?Jstate fnsurance fn McMln• cue 1s redved. · meetB In Febn.&ar)t emission s .... -Al!Mllus. ieduce 
... ,_ Ore.. and ~n!fy lit -News•,.._, -Mthnz;llf.ounlYlbmw, operatJonal oosts centJ a 

: .. ;,~s.:1~ . · (McMlnrwll/l,o,,.J Great fo; Great River ~watt~U£mo~ wm 
I occumd Jn AprD 2000 and HID Kids leaving The telephones to Great RJver Great RM!r to build a one.tett 

left the state a short tfme later. Grassy. Butte in· Mc Ken.de ~ have been bumng and scale prototype that will ~ 
He told the OJegon Jnsuranc:e ~ Is at a aw,l'OAdl. ' · . callers want to know more ibout three tons or coal an hour. 11- , 

DMskm he was roovina to New It's on ~~ 85, ~ a few · tbe company's gtant-wfnnfng plant bums 450 tons an hour In 
~ and receiwd a letter of mDt.s nortli of fflgb.way 200. ' Drofed. · · ·each of the two unb. 
clea,ince. whkh he presented to And Hbdlway __ 200 Js a nk:e • · Great RMtt; whk:h fs pioneer• Great River fa oonduct!ntl the 
North Dakota inmnince oflidals bbdnrtitch to Xllldeer, about 20 ing the ~Jq;y to div~ coal dMnl ~rlment Jl Its 

l Jnstead. Allstate invesdgatora miles eat. coal before It's diiniped lnto the · c.oaJ C.ieef Statton ,at· Under• 
~ Jootfna into HlD's dea1fn&t lttunu out .that nine student& huge hollers at the ~ plant.· . wood. It also operateo ~ Stan· 
after he Jeft tJie state. will be tril~ that ~ ntentlv secured an $11 nifWon ,ton Sta don plant ' · , •, 
... r~ Bea.~h,_ Hl~.Joi~eJI the .. n!IX! s_t~pol ~~' J~aving the grant ,&om th!. ~nt " -uadfr•"-, 

_2 * Donn County HERALD •·January 31, 2093·~; 

_ CoMMuN1r~ ~RIEF~ 
.. - ---- - -· ., - T·--- I, ........ __ ... 

Grassy Butte students opt 
·tor KlUdeer 

The McKenzie County Public: 
School District No, I allowed nine 
Orwy Bunt student, to go to the 
Klltdeer PubUc SchoQI next year, ' 

At the school m~tina Jaat week. 
the board approved the nJne appllca-
tloos. ' 

Kiltdeer•• gahi. however, ls 1he 
OraJay Butte Sterncntary School'1 

Jou. 
Only six atudentl will be atteftd.. 

ing the school next yw:. but the 
achoo! doean•t plan to close yet. 
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Credtntlel Information 
Flrst,tlme Appllcant 
How Do I Apply7 
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New Llew11Ufe Model 
Tntlna lnfo,matlon 
Typn d LlcenMI 
Endor1tmlf'ltl 
Multlculturel Education & N1t1Yt 

American Studlff Standard 

•Auurtnr hlfhly qu•llff•d profeNlonal eci#c1ton for North D■lcot■ Sllld9 

North Oakot11 Century Code Authority 

A penson mu1t hold • v■ld North Dakota Rcenae IAued by the North Dakota Eduo 
standards and Practices Board In order to b6 ~~rmftted or employed to teach In • 
pubic school In this state. No teacher Is entitled ·.~o receive any compensation fort 
ame the teacher teach• In • pubic school without a lcense to teach which lawful 
Issued and In force In the county In which the school ls taught, Prior to receiving 1 
salary for the first month taught In • school dlstrfct, • teacher must exhibit the teac 
lcense to the bulineu manager of the achc1ol district (NDCC 15-38-11 and NOC 
38-12). Non-pubic 1chooll must employ lcenaed teachers to be approved and In 
compRance wfth co"1)ullory attendance laws. · 

Ucenaure Level 

LtYlf I Indicates that the lndivldu■I 1tiN hn educational or employment requlreme 
meet before recelYtng the regular Level U 1ctn11, or that they are not currently 
maintaining contracted employment. (Furth• explanation Is provided under tftlN 
lceneure.) •Note: Ufe Certlftcatn wll appear•• a Level I since they do not report 
status thru renewals. Level I Indicates that the Individual 1tll hu educatlonar or 
employment requirements to meet before receiving the regular Level II Ucense, or 
they are not currently maf ntalnlng contracted employment. (Further explanation II 
provided under tittea of lcensure.) *Note: Life Certflcatn win appear u a Level I 
they do not report their status thru renewals. Level I Level I Indicates that the lndv 
ltiN has educalfonal or en1)k>yment requirements to meet before receiving the reg 
Level II lcenae. or that they are not currently maintaining contracted employment. 
(Fur1her expfan•tJon II provkted under tftlN of lcen1ure.) •Note: Ufa Certiffc■tn 
appear 11 • Level I since they do not report their st■tll1 thrv renewall. 

Leyel II lndfcatH that the lndlvidual ha met al of the basic requlrementa for ■ reg 
North Dakota Educators• Professlonaf License. Ful text of the rules and stand,rdl 
avallable tom the oflce of the Education standards and Practices Board (ESPB). 
lndlcatn Chat the lndMduat h• met al of the bnlo requirements for ■ regular Nor 
Dakota Educatorw• Prof ... lonal License. Ful text of the ruin and standards are 
available from the office of the Education standards and Practkes Board (ESPB). · 
Level II Indicates that the lndMduaf hn met an of the basic requirements for a reg 
North Dakota Educators' Profnelonal Ueen1e. Ful text of the ruin and st1nd1rdl 
availlbte from the office of the Education Standards and Practicn Board (ESPB). 

Laul JU lnd1cate1 that the lndMdual hn earned advanced degraN beyond the 
bacheto,. level (maaterw, epedaht, or doctora~, or National Botird for PrQfeNfon 
Teaching standarde (NBPTS) advanced lcenaure. level Ill Level Ill Indicates that 
lndMdual hn earned advanced degreea beyond the bachelors level (masteN. 
1pedalst, or doctora01 or National Board for Prdesllonal Teaching Stal'Ktardl 
(NBPTS) advanced lcensure. Level 1ft Level III lndfcatH that the lndlvfdual hn n 
advanced degrees beyond the bachelors level (masters, spedalat, or doctoraO, or 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standard• (NBftTS) advanced ncensure 

Types of Educator's Licenses and Procedures 

1, 40..0A Y PROVISIONAL: INUed to applicants who have been offered a Job 
have ccmpfeted the entire applcaion procen with the exception of the 
background lnvutigation, A tetter from the 1chool administrator Indicating t 

,, 
d deli ed to Modern Information systems for mf crof llmlng and 

Thr mtcrogral)t,to fmeges on this film are accurate reproductions of reco~aa meetav:~ftndarda of thn American Nat tonal standards Institute 
wtre f I lMd In the regular course of buehltfss.h Tft•l:tt::eaf181:o:;otcae le98 legible than this Nott ca, 1 t lo due to the qual 1 tY of the 
(ANSI) for archival m1crofllm, NOTICE1 I t I 

doeL1Mnt being filmed, ,..\)J,, M, ¼,,~-~) \6\ ~ \~~ 
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¥age~ or :.t 

desire to llsue I contract without the background lnvntig■tfon being compl 
and a letter from the applcant lndloatlng their crtmlnal beckground history I 
needed by the ESPB prior to faufng 1h11 lcenu. 

2. INITIAL LICENSE (TWO .. YEAR); luued to ft,wt-tfme appRcanta who have 
an of the ND requirements for llcensure but have not taught or been under 
contract for 18 months. The requirements Include the completed applcalfo 
form. offlaal tranacrfpta showing a bachelor of ldence degree In education. 
recommendation by the coffege of education, three llgned recommendatfo 
completed ffngerprfnt tard9 and •• fHI, 

3. REGULAR (FIVE-YEAR): laued to Individuals who have met .n of tbe 
requirements for • ND Educator'• Profeuk>nal Ucense and have 1ucceuf 
taught 18 months (fuR-lme eqUfvalent) In the state of North Dakota. lndlvld 
must be under contract at le11t thl,ty days of the Ive-year perfod and comp 
tour aemester houra of re-education. 

4. INTERIM/EMERGENCY (ONE .. YEAR): l18ued In I documented shortage 1 
Ucense Is Initiated by ■ letter ffom the local school admfnistrator Indicating 
search for • qualfted applcant and the dNlre for thia lcense to be laued, 
Requirements lncfude 'Die completed appllcatfon •• per number 2 above, • 
bachelor of arts degrH In • content 1re1, and • plan of 1tudy from the coll 
educaUon where the applcant Will complete eight aernester hours each yu 
lawt1rd the teaching degree. 

5. INTERIMIIUB111TUTI! (ON£ .. YEAR): l•ued In a documented shortage ■ 
to lndMduats with a bachelo, of ar1I degree. Ucense f I fnHl■ted by local 10 , 
adrrinistrator letter and I letter from applcant Indicating they wil not sign ■ 
contract and are only fling In during lhortage, 

8. INTERIM RECIPROCAL (1WO-YEARI): f19ued to lndiYJduall who hokf 1 
lcense from another ltate but have not met the ND standards and rufN. A 
of study II developed fOr each lndMdu■l lndfcattng the coursewortc needed. 
tndtvldual hn • total of four yeera to complete 11 requirements. • 

7, RE-ENTRY (TWO-YEARI): l•~ed to lndtvlduall who have been out of the 
teaching field for more than five yeara, or to out of .tat. applcanta who hav 
completed at least four eemelter hours of reeducatx>n credft wfthln the put 
years. Eight semester hourw of reeducation 11 required if the applicant sign 
contract during the lcente period, 

8. PROBATIONARY (1WO-VEARI): Issued to Individuals who have not 
completed the reeducation requirements for the ffve ya:r or reentry fcenu. 
Only one probationary lcente fa Je,ued. 

9. MINOR EQUIVALENCY ENDORSEMENT: ME 18 or ME 24 In content are 
Me 18 requlroa 18 semester hnurt fn I spedlc content ire■. ME 18 II goo 
tlve yeal'f6. Coursewortc to completa ME 24 mutt be completed within Ive y 
petfod. TNI endorsement can not be UHd ff eomeone wants to change fro 
elementary to ucondary eductittiol, or vtco versa. Requirements must be , 
completed prior to entering classroom 

10. MIDDLE SCHOOL ENDORSEMENT: Educ.tor hu two years whtle In 
cta11room to complete ten Mmetter houre In middle achool phUctlophy, 
currf cufom, adolete4tnt i)(Jychology and mlddle acf1ool atrateglee and 
foundations. No student teaching 11 required. 

11. ELEMENTARY REEDUCATION ENDORSEMENT: Educator has two year 
whlle In claasroom to complete requirements Including ftve areas of elemen 
method•. Five weeks of atudent teaching at the elementary level f1 r9Aulrs 

' ... . .,, 

Thr. mlorographlc images on this film are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information systems for microfilming end 
were filmed In the regular course of business. Th9 photographic process rneeta atanderda of the Amerfcan Natfonal Standards lnstftute 
(ANSI) for archfval mfcrofflm, NOTICE, If the ff lifted trnage ab,ove la lean legible than this Notice, It Is due to the quality of the 
dtlcunent being fl lmed, ~~ 0 (\.,~ L 
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12. KINDERGARTEN ENDORSEMENT: Edw allf hn two ye1r1 to complete 

Hmnfer houra and student teaching while In the cfauroom. Ou, ful Y•• 
experience can be med In leu of student teaching • 

• ~r"" .. , ,.. ... " --· .. ""=' 
13. WAIVERI: 

• FEEi: Out..of state tranacript review fee waived untfr 1ubltffute 8'g111 contr 
Fee waiver must be requeated 11J school with documented •hortaae of 
■ubllftutN, 

• REEDUCATION CREDITS: waived If the teacher II not under contract. On· 
contract 11 signed, the reeducation crfMlta am due. 

14. INTERIM/EMERGENCY CUMCAL PRACTICE PLAN OPTION: Applcant 
who have entered the profNslon of teaching through lnter1nvemergency lo 
trade, Industry, technical or health occupatlon1 Interim I censure; or ■ppllca 
who have an elementary education degree with a tranacripted minor ■nd ar 
.. ,king to compete the requtremanta for regular lce111ure may meet the st 
teaching requirement. through • 1uperv1Nd clnleal practice option. Apple 
must meet al of the requirements • outlned In ESPB Admlnlstra11ve Rull 
02~7. Applcants must submit the completed form SfN 52HI to 1M off 
of the Education Standards and Praclce• Board prior to beginning their cl 
practice, ■long whh • plan outlnlng how they Intend to complete the other 
profeulonaf education requirement. for regular lcensure • 

f d delt ed to Modern Information systems for 111lcrofllmlno end 
Tht. inlcrociral)hfc fll'llget on this ff lmf •~rcurateT~~~:~I~ p~=~~8

8 
rneatav:~endardt of the American Natf onal Standards lnstitu~e 
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Dec. 19, 2002 

Halliday School Board 
PO Box 188 • 
Halliday, ND 58636 

Dear Halliday School Board Members, 

Attached you will find a tuition agreement fonn. I am asking the Halliday Schoo) Board 
to pay Arny's tuition to attend the 2003•2004 school year in Killdeer School District. I am 
concerned about the education that Amy may rr~eive in the Halliday School District next 
year. With the aJJowed open enrollments for the school year of2003-04i Amy maybe the 
only one left in her class. Attending school in Killdeer will allow Amy more educational 
opportunities, classroom interaction, and socialization,· I want more classes than Halliday 
can offer, I want a teacher in the classroom and not an ITV monitor. I want a teacher to 
be readily available if Amy should have any questions on classroom assignments, By 
being in a school system with more than one student in & class, she can be in a classroom 
split into sections based on abilities and not economic restraints, 
In the past, the school board has always made decisions for my family that was always in 
their best educational interest. In 1999-00 you approv~d a tuition-free agreernent for 
Ashley to Golden Valley. In Ashley's best educational interest1 we agreed, and you 
provided an education for Ashley that was home-based. This was in the best interest of 
Ashley and ths, Halliday School at that time. In 2000-01 you approved open enro11ment 
applications fbr Anthony and Ashley to Golden Valley School District. 
I am asking you to again put aslde all personal preferences, pubJic pressure, economic 
development, and the school district finances. Look only at the best educationaJ interest 
of Arny. With the students allowed to open enroJI next year, she may well be the only 
one left in her class. For a child's emmotional welfare, they need comradeship and 
competition, If they didn't, why is the school involved in and $ponsoring extracurricular 
activities such as FF A, and sports? Amy needs this. She is a very out going person. 
Don't punish her by putting her in a class by herself, just so the Hatlfday School will 
remain open. Don't let her lose scholarship opportunities that she needs to prepare for 
now. She doesn't have the luxury of time. 
It's not fair to ask any school district to take a student tuition free, if they are providing 
that education for the student. J pay taxes to educate my children and those takes should 
be allowed to foflow them to the school they choose, I am either asking you to provide a 
tuition paid agreement for Arny to the Killdeer School district or to approve her open -
enrollment application. 
Sincerely, 

)N\. ~"'~ J;,.o ~~ 
MaroJynn Lesmeister 
Mother of Amy Lesmeister 
PO Box 435 HaJliday, ND S8636 
701-938-4730 

Th1. 111fcrogral)hfc llnaoea on th la ff Im are accurat oductf '-
were fflMtd fn the regular coorae of bualneas •, repr ons Or rtcorda del lvertd to Modern Information Systems for mfcrof llmfr,g end 
(ANSI) for arehfvel microfilm, NOTJCe, u the :,~~tf:rgr.1:,::ra•slt mee,ta ,•btlendahrda ohf the Atnerfoan Natfonut Standards lnatftute 
docLMnt being fHrned, · 188 eg • t an t ts Notice, 1t h due to the qoal fty of the 
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Dec. 30, 2002 

ND Legislative District Four 
Rep. Kenton Onstad 
Rep. John Warner 
Senator Ron Nichols 

Dear Sir1, 

We are parents who are concerned about the education that our children are receiving in 
the HaUiday School District. We are not saying that our children are not receiving a good 
education, but attending school elsewhere would provide more educational opportunities 
and more socialization tor our children. Next year some of our children maybe the only 
or,es in their classes. We w.1nt more classes than Halliday can offer. We want teachers 
in the classrooms and not a TV monitor over ITV. By having more students in the 
classrooms, they can be split into sections based on abilities and not economic restraints. 
Our lower grades ve a.11 in combined classrooms. Some of our high school children are 
}n classes by th~mselves. ,. 

< f • • f • ~ • ~• ~, ., la- 'iii j',<I. 9 ,, i I 

I --~ , I, ~ I I-/ J 

We would like you to sponsor and ask the legislative council to write a bill dealing with 
. th_~'..200/o ~f.<l~. o~;~o~~~n~,~ otbeir school.d.i~ricts; I?~ away wJ~h t~~ ~P·. J&.t· · · t 
·.thQse of us who want bettet educational ·opportuntttes for our children go IC)d not be 

, \stopp,~ by t~e,law1. . ··;· . . :, , . 
• ~. ' - ,_ I •I : 

.~--we hav.e tried reorganiutiotr and ~ri'solidation witfi the KiJJdeer ~chool :pistrict.- It was· ·. 
VO~~ ~o:wn. by a narrow margin.:. It s~~rr1s. 8:tlUOt~ fton'l t,he editor·of.the Fargq Forum ,on. 

· · I:)ec, 29, 2002 is appropriat~: ~Rural school patrons wlio resist con~lidation ~tips to 
their past rather than worldbr the good future· of their children and gran<lchitdren. But if · • . 

,I . ., 

th~ goal, J$ t.9 provide_.ctul~t~n wi!h th~ ~~1st P?ssibl~edu~t~~~ rural district-. would be 
serambhng to find any and nil ways to C()ttsohdate, save money, maybe reduce taxes and • •. ·, 
~rtainly pr~ytd~. better. schools.". · 

' ; o, J 't ·• ' ' ' I> I 
f ' • -~,' 

Wt hop~ y·ou 'will 'consi'd.~r., our request. We would be happy. to ~eet wi~ you som~Ji~e .. 
todiscuss.thisfurther. · .. ~~ · ··•1 , ·, • • . ·: ::. • • 

Si~cerely· ,.f) • , , '' . 
Concenjed parentj in Halliday 

I I 
' ,, 

. . . 

• I _. • 

I • 

'. t111 I ,I <II 

I ~ I l','1 1' 

. .I 
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Parent's reasons for open-roJlment ofHa11iday Students, 

The number one reason: OUR CHILDREN! We want to make the choices for our 
childre.,. 

More educational opportunities. A larger variety of courses to choose from, 

We want teachers in the classrooms and not TV monitors, 

Not all children can work from a TV monitor. They need direct teacher contact to 
support and encourage them. 

ITV classrooms are not directly supervised. No adult in classroom . 
• 

We want teachers available after the class is over if help is needed for homework. This is 
not possible with the ITV teachers. 

ITV scheduUng conflicts with other class scheduling. 

We do not want combined classrooms. 

We want our children split into classes because of abilities and not because of economic 
reasons. 

We want our children to have a fuJl day of teaching-not the half day they get with 
com bf ned teachers, They deserve a full time teacher to give them the fuU time attention 
that they deserve. 

We do not want distractions in the classroom when the other class is being taught, How 
can this be possible In a combined classroom? 

We want enough children in a classroom for activities, Classroom discussions, and 
interaction, 

We want our children in high school not to have to take classes atone. Where is the 
classroom discussion and interaction? 

We want larger cJasses for sociaHzation, Some classes have only had 2 children. One 
boy and one girl. Is that fair to them? Small is not neces.9arily always better! 

We want qualified teachers who are actually teaching in their majors and have had 
corresponding educational sequence classes, We now have two teachers who are not 
teaching in their majors nor had educational sequence classes, They are currently 

.... -.•. ., 
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studying to be certified teachers, They were hired on an emergency basis just to say we 
had teachers, Is this fair to the children? Learning on the job? 

KiJJdeer offers 20 cJasses that are scheduled twice a day. This helps to eliminate class .. 
scheduling conflicts. 

Killdeer has no ITV Classes, Each course is taught by a classroom teacher. An adult 
supeJVises their classes at all times, 

Killdeer's teachers are available after class is over for help if needed, not like the ITV 
courses, 

Killdeer does not have combined classrooms. More classroom interaction, 

KiJJdeer's library is open all the time and not locked like Halliday1s. 

KilJdeer has a muc:h larger class course offering. 

KHJdeer has more varied extracurricular activities for the children to pursue outside 
interests. 

Killdeer has ~ore full-time teachers. 

Killdeer has a higher computer per student ratio. 

Killdeer has more qualified special education teachers. 

We want to make the choices for our children. We a~e loddng at our children's futures. 
We don't want our children to feel responsible for our towns economic survival by 
keeping the schools doors open, 
Don't put our children in the middle of a town's conflict. 

• ...... ,J 
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January 15, 2003 

Halliday School Board Members: 

we i1ave ooe11 conct!meo wi1it tile iack oi curticuium ci1oic"s u~n 10 '"" upper grades in our 
school system. We hesitated to enroll our children in another school because we liked the 
••.•... • , • • • t' , .••. • . ~ • • .1 . 1 1 ...• , • • • ,. . r. . , .. . . . , . . • • . . .. 1 • , • , •• 1 •. 1 _..,,. • • • 
\.Vllt\.lU..,11~ VI UQW lll!S Col :11,uvv1 ..,,v~ IV vw 11v111 .. , tJl'-'l"'ll\,,U ,v 31.i)J}JVI\ VUI IV\.111 3"'11VVI Ul.,111'-~, 

and hoped that somehow more choices could be offered unext ye1tr". lt has become clear with the 
d-:c!L11!ng ::t>.!~en! !?U!nber! ~:!t C-!!!" !~i! ::choo! -=~'! no !o~ger offer m:!n)' choke:: !n ::idt!it!on to 
the basic courses, and would now like to open enroll Josh with the Killdeer school district next 
year. Jmih ha" fwo yea~ left In high ~chool and Wit~ 1imi1ed with the chnice!I of Vn A£ cfa!l.cie!I 
offered because one of the classes would have been a repetltlon of last y~ar's class. He is now 
enrolled in an accounting class thru the ITV and while this situation keeps him out of another 
study haU1 It does not offer him a course with a teacher In the room during the class period. 11V 
can offer classes for one or two students that are not usually included in small high school 
curricuium,, but they do not offer an ideai learning situation for all srudems. 1)0me students need a 
teacher in the room with them during the class time allowed and not one who is accessible only 
tlu u a 6':-1 uu. 

9-/e ~ 2!to concerned 2bcut the dze of Jeth's jlmbr d:!!:s next y~:u and wculd prefer that he be 
in a class with more than four classmates. At the present time bis class of eight (total) will 
decrest.'le again ne,rt ye11r hy another thn-.e Rh1dentci open enrolling In another ni11trlct. He h11.~ IMt 
two classmates in previous years to other schools, and we would Jike him to be in a larger 
classroom situation. Classroom discussions and class protects are difficult enough with less than a 
dozen students, and Josh's class next year could be down possibly to three students. A combined 
classroom with older students is not necessarily a good solution either. As a freshman Josh was in 
a weiding class, which included freshman tilru seniors. Any high schooi teacher wiii teii you a 
class with that much range in age ls not an Ideal situation either, 

Josh has the ability to Jeam easily with Jittle effort on his part and has been on the honor roll every 
quarter sin« seventh grade. We would like him to have the opportwdty to learn with a larger base 
oi classmates 10 srrengrhen his srudy skiiis, push his abiiities in the classroom for learning, and 
provide competition in learning and discussion, We hope you wllJ allow him to open enroll in a 
lati,ti .s.:hwl .;;sttm w-:-J,h will uffu mvit divkt.i In Gurrkulum and t"'1.ra Gorrl~u1ar acth~s. 
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February 1, 2003 

,,-- ,. Halliday School .Board 
Halliday, ND 58636 

Dear School Board Members: 

Due to the restructure of the school board, you are now faced with an unenviable job. We 
would like to ask you to keep in mind when making decisions that you represent all the patrons 
in the district and not just those who share your ideals. 

The ND School Board's Association, of which Halliday is a member, states: 

"It is the philosophy of the 1'IDSBA that boards and board members are first and foremost 
concerned about the quality of education that the young people of North Dakota receive through 
the public elementary and secondary school under their governance.,, 

Soon you will be faced with deciding the fate of the open enrollments of our children. When you 
are making decisions about our children's future, please remember that we want the best 
educational opportunities for our children. We do not want our children to feel responsible for 
our town's economic survival. Don't put our children in the middle of a town's conflict. Your 
decisions on this issue will possibly determine the future course of our community. We are 
asking you to please allow these chiJdren to go. To force them to stay in trus district will only 
create more hostility and tension among parents, patrons, and sadly, the students themselves. 
Hasn't the community suffered enough? 

It is our parental responsibility and right to choose what is best for our phildren. We want morel 
Our children deserve all of the advantages that a larger school environment can offer, Enough 
students in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects, to strengthen their study 
skills, provjde competition in learning and push their abilities for learning in the classroom. 
They want and deserve more social interaction than they are getting. 

By approving all of the filed open enrollments, this school does not have to close, as there are 
ample reserves on hand. This will allow those that want to stay, the right to stay and those that 
want to go, the right to go. 

Sincerely, 

Thi'. 111fcrograp'1fo frnagea on thf a 1flm are accurate reproductions of records det fvered to Modern Information systems for mlcrofflmlno and 
were fflmed In the regular course of busfntes. Th• pflotc,orGphfc process meets standards of the Alnerfcen Natfonal Standards tnstftute 
(ANSI) for archival mforofflm, NOTICE1 If the fflmed fmage l!QC>Ve Is less legible than this Notice ft ts due to the quality of the @arlent befng f flm,d, I 
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,.,-.f_ebruary 2nd
, 2002 

&Jear Legislators: 

I am wrftfng In regards to the House BIii 1361 that wlll be present,ed on removing the 20 
percent cap on open enrollments for children to another school dlstrkt. I am a parent with 
children In the Halli day School district, and currently there are 3 7 students from our district 
open enrolled to aitother district for the 2003-2004 school year. My chffdren are ln the 20 
percent that wlll be allowed to go, but there are 18 other students that did not make the 20 
percent. Just llke myself these parents would like the right to send there children to another 
school. As you may know, a consolldatfon plan was developed between the Halllday School 
District and the KIiideer School District, but fn November of 20021, the plan was defeated In a 
special election by a very narrow margin of 11 Votes. Of the voters that voted In the election 
the vast maJorlty did not have children attending school. From the number of children opened 
enrolled, you can see that the majority of parents with children tn the Halllday School supported 
the consolldatlon. 

If parents want to send there children to another school where there chlfdren wlll have more 
opportunities, I believe that they should be allowed to do this. The Board members of the 
Schoof should not have the burden of making the decision on who should be allowed to leave and 
who should have to stay back. We can not hold our children to our siehool Just to save the town. 
Our children's education should be our number one priority. I would also like my children to be 

· · ">le to attend a school where there Is positive attitude among all the :)chool board members . 
. ecentfy at a special school board meeting that I attended, one of the, new school board members 

addressed some of the patrons, Jncludfng myself, on how we needed to grow up and quit acting 
Jlke babies, and how stupid we were, J was appalled at the comments of this school board 
member. From the actions at that meeting I feel the new appointed board wfll not consider 
letting those students that did not make the 20 percent go. It should be every parents right to 
send there children to whatever school district they may choose, 

Thank you for considering this blll, our children's educational future depends on its out come. 

Sincerely 4(t,>W,_ 
Sandra Rohde 
Halliday ND 
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Rae Ann Kelsch, Chairman 
ND House Education Committee 

RE: House Bill 1361 

Ms. Kelsch 

February 2, 2003 

We are testifying in favor ofHB 1361. Our district recently went through a 
reorganization vote that was defeated by a narrow margin. The opposition chose 
economic development over the future educational needs of our students. Patrons 
supporting the reorganization plan did so out of concem in some of the fo11owing areas: 

1. Increasing difficulty in recruiting and retaining qualified teachers 
2. Declining enrollment (We currently have a K-12 enrollment of 76) 
3. More educational opportunities for our students 
4. Larger class sizes with single classroom settings aHowing more student interaction, 

classroom discussion and competition (Grade school classes are now combined) 
5, Lower miJI levy thus reducing school taxes 

As parents we felt, and still do, the reorganization would provide an of these advantages, 
therefore we have open enrolled our child to a district that can provide these 
opportunities. Unfortunately, she and several others are above the 20% rap and would 
need board approval to leave. At this time we do not feel the board w11J approve the 
balance of open enroHments. We fee) it is a parent's decision, not the school board's, to 
decide what is in our child's best interest. We strongly urge you to approve HB 1361 so 
our children will not have to stay in a district that promotes economic development over 
educational needs. 

Sincerel~ z)~ 
~-w.Ald b.J~ 

Tim and Roberta Wasem 
8730 1st St. SW 
HalJiday ND S 8636 
(701) 938-4376 
email@wasemrch@pop.ctctel.com 

Tht: mforographfc fmegea on t~fa fflm are accurnto reproductfons of records delivered to Modern Information Syet~ for tnforofflrnlno ll'ld 
were fUMtd fn the reoular course of busfneas. The, photographfc process meets standards of the American National Standards Jnatftutt J 
(ANSI) for archival mforoH lm, NOUCE: If tho If lmed Image ab.ove fa teas legfblt than thfa Notfct, ft fa dut to the qual f ty of the · 
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February 2, 2003 

Dear Legislators, 

I am asking that you approve the bill to allow more than the 20% of students in a school 
district to open enroll. 

I am from Halliday, and as you probably all know, we have been through quite a lot of 
tunnoil. A plan was put together that would have secured th~ future for our school 
district for quite some time. Due to many circumstances, the plan did not pass in our 
district. However, out of the 77 students that we began the school year with, 37 of those 
have now filed for open enrollment, that does not include the six seniors that are 
graduating and the fact that we have no kindergarten students coming in next year. The 
other factor that we have is that a number of our students come from Twin Buttes. Many 
of those have also indicated they plan to go elsewhere next year which will lower the 
enrollment even more. The plan did not pass in the community, but as you can see from 
the number of open enrollments, it is what the majority of the parents wanted for their 
children. 

As the population declines in these ruraJ areas, we are faced with this fact that parents are 
not allowed to decide what is best for their children. The consolidation vote had a large 
tum-out of voters however, very few of those voters actually had chiJdren in school or 
were directly effected by the outcome. 

We cannot expect the school to keep the town alive. We cannot put that burden on the 
children an~ expect them to be prepared educationally and sociaHy to go off to college if 
they do not have the variety of cJasses to choose from and are forced into c1asses they are 
not interested in just to put them somewhere. 

I also feel, as a past board member, that is it a huge burden to place on the board to have 
to make a decision of who get, to go and who doesn't. My -children are fortunate enough 
to have made the 20%, but is it fair to tell those who didn't, who want to go for the same 
reasons I do, that they cannot because they did not rush in soon enough to sign up? 

I ask again, that you please pass this biJl, our children's futures do not have time to wait, 
they only h~ve four years of high ~chool to prepare th4m for their futures and with the 
laws that are being implemented such as the No Child Left Behind Ac:t, we cannot afford 
to not give those who want -more for their children the opportunities they deserve. If a 
family is willing to make the sacrHices to go to another school, that should be their 
choice. 

Thank you. 

~~ 
Amy Ferebee 
Halliday, ND 

Tht, infcrograpnlo frnagea on thfs film are accurate reproductfotta of records dflivered to Modern rntor1natfon Systems for mfcro1flmfng and 
were filmed fn the regular coorae of bualneoa. Tht photographfc proceso rneots standards of the Amerfcan National &tandards lnstftute J 
(ANSI) for archival mforofitm. HOrtce: If the fflllltd Image ab;Ove la l-,ss legible than thfs Notfct1, It Is due to the quality of the 
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-lem facing the .lcbool district: ford. The district ~ to · ~-
There•s a pending PDClus of as & · JJ . hue aoat M00,000 in 1nterim · 
much. aa 40 pemmt of the -••• andresene funds wbich.~be • 
schoors 'l'latudents. . used to beft the school operat-

Prior to the ~ tbe par- In my heart, I dortt feel like going back to the mg. - • 
.enta ·ot _21 Halliday students dnl•ntflll boanl. · · · «We hate to aee ~ ~ 
submitted open enrollment ·-••-:, ~• FraffiJrd aid of her for-•. -
ag>licaticma-which &lied that · Nancy ..... mer board members. "'I feel n . : ·_ 
their cblldren attend the Former Halliday Schooi Boald member should have been able to sit · -
BDl«leer School. Tbe parents of - down at the table and discuss ~ 
10 more studeatl ha-we since . tbia more." 
indicated that they want to KllJdeec • . Fcnbee. ~job• to protect 'l1le two board membm who · 
switch scboola, Aid Bogem. BaJHday will lose state lnan- the district and to represent the are appointed by the State 

Abo, a number of Twia cial aid for eve,:y student. that ~ and so we just couldn't Board of. Public School Educa-
1 Buttea atudellts thaf attend goes to KiJldeel; therefore dam- wm either way. I feel all stu-- tion may have the posit.ions ~ 
'dassesin Hallidqarenport• aging Halliday"s fiDances. dents who: want to leave ,,.the. oolyforaahorttlme. • :_ 

ed1y considerinl going. to According to open enrollment school~ be .nowed... Once the Halliday board ha • 
school~ lle!t yeE limits aet by state law. it ~ said she didn't recall a quorum, the memhen who 

At a Dec.• 11 ltllliday board appears thtt HaDiday board will bearing any school patron say . were appointed bywthe atate 
'DN'fin& reaidetlt Clayton Neu- have to a!low the departure of that the Halliday children board have to resigo,.accarding 
rom; ·speaking for a group of at least 19 students who are weren't receiving a good educa- to North Dakota law. The Halli­
patrons.· suggeated that the. ·~ed in the Int set ~ appli- tion. ~. ~ndtng ~ool -in day board would then till those 
board develop a new plan for cations. 'fl1e o&ber appli~tioml Killdeer would provide Jnore vacancies through appoint-
the school's future. . can be rejected by the board educa~. op?JltUDiti~. and ~ or 'with a special elec-

But the merger plan had But doing so would hue more $0M8l~ she said. "'I tion. 
been the best option, ac:cordiDg placed board members such as have a son who 1:5 ~ a class with Dawn Marquardt. a -parent 
to board memben such as Ferebee in an odd situation "I one clalll!'8te· I just wanted and HaQittay · city's audi~ . 
Bogen. cadt be ID'VOlved In~ more for him. 

11 

wonders if the state board will 
"'In MT heart, I dodt feel mre plannmgwben my own. Jri41 are Frdoi'Cl oppoaed the merger be able to tmd aay unbiased 

ping back to tile drawing open enrolled, n uid Ferebee. ~ because she said it Jacked appointees. -z dou"t know if yw 
board." Bogen said, while - If board member,i rejected details regarding what W01dd could find someone lite tbat 
explaminglterresignation. •· the additional applications., ~pen to_ the_ Halliday dis- here,• she_._ 

'1'he issue of open emoDment then they would be going trict's ~ tn the event of a D~ regarding 'lhe 
strim 'VelY dole to home for againstthe~ofmanypar- consolidatiOn. ~ts-~ future_ofHallidPy'~ school and 
Bogers, ~ Schaper and ents. If the app,licatl~ were ~ the consollaated dis- the merger hPe been swirling 
Wasem. AD four of them haft app!Vit!CI, the ~ would be trict's board would close the for about•~ ., 
open enrollment applications puttingthe.district'.ll ftoances in Halliday School. '"The more it goes on the 
for tbm' own childreD pending peril · The loss of ~ta won't more hard feelings there are,• 
Neurolu; OD Dec. ll, suggested "If I let them oat it wou)d be came the closure of the Halli- said Marquardt. .• "It's. really 
that they reaip if tbty felt they detrimental fur the school dis-- day School, Frdord said. tom the communit;J apart•. 
couldnti work tor the district, tric:t - it would destroy the ~ still h-.ve a viable dis- . Schaper l!Cmldn't be reacbed 
M4Jf tbtrant thllrc:hlldren to school diatrict, • explained trict for (next) yeai;" said Fraf. for corunent. 
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House Education Committee 
February 3, 2003 

I am writing to ask for your support for HB 1361 and to applaud those that are sponsoring this 
bill. I am from the community of Halliday and as you alt know our community voted down a 
reorganization plan with the Killdeer School District trus past November. I was a member of the 
Halliday School Board until my resignation on 12/20/02, It was with very mixed emotions that I 
resigned. I believed very strongly in the consolidation plan that had been worked .on and truly 
believed we were doing what would have benefited the students first and foremost. I felt that I 
as a board member could not do anything more proactive for the district and when pressured to 
choose between my duties as a board member and my role as a parent, I chose my role as a 
parent. 

I witnessed with horror as one of the newly appointed school board members lashed out at a 
special meeting on 1/29/03 to the parents wno have open enrolled by calling their actions (tiling 
open enrollments) stupid and idiotic. He went on to say that this is a democracy and those who 
lost need to accept it and not stomp their feet and act like spoiled brats. Most of the open 
enrollments had been filed long before the consolidation vote ever took place. These were not 
filed in retaliation to the defeat of the plan; however they were filed because the parents felt so 
strongly about their children's rights to receive more opportunities. I do not believe the original 
intent behind the present law Section 1 S .1-31-02 was to force students to stay in a school that 
does not provide them with the choices they are entitled to. Yes this is a democracy ..... and those 
parents should have the right to decide what is in the best interest of their child. By repealing 
this section of the NDCC you will be allowing parents to exercise that right. No child should be 
held hostage within a school district to ei1sure its school stays open or for the economic benefit 
of a community. 

I am privileged to be a parent to 3 children. One son re9ently finished college, a daughter that 
will graduate in May and a son that is a freshman this year. They are all good students, but have 
not had the opportunities they should have. Our school did not have Vo-Ag for 2 years when my 
oldest son was in school and as a result he was stuck in some other classes that he had no interest 
in. This was not fair to him or to the students that did want to be in there. As a junior my 
daughter FINALLY was able to take an entry level computer literacy class as we did not have a 
technology teacher when she was a freshman and a required course was scheduled at the same 
time as computer literacy when she was a sophomore. We now had a Vo-Ag teacher so she 
ended up having to take that to fill her course load. She is going to attend Minot State University 
next year to pursue a degree in Communication Disorders and did not need to team how to weld, 
wire outlets, plumb, etc. She needed the computer courses or other courses more suited to her 
field. I feel the time is right for my son who is a freshman to open enroll to Killdeer so that he 
will not have to face what my other 2 children did. He is within the 20%~ however, it does not 
deter my feelings about the rights of all parents to decide where their children attend school and 
their children's right to receive the best education possible. 

:::::;::

8

e yo~j;: th&::ank you for your time. 

· ..... _,I 

Halliday, ND / ~ 0 I'.) 
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Feb. 3, 2003 
ND House Education Committee Hearings 
ND State. Capitol 

To ND Education Committee Members: 

Good Morning, my name is Marolynn Lesmeister of Halliday. I would like to thank you 
for givir~g me this opportunity to speak on behalf ofmy daughter Amy and 36 other open­
enrolled children from the Halliday School District. 

I am requesting you to vote favorably for bill 1361 to drop the 20% ceiling on open 
enrollments allowed by a local school board, Please allow us as parents the right to hold 
our own children's educational futures in our hands where it belongs. Let us be allowed 
to give them the same opportunities that childl'en at larger schools receive. Yes, it does 
mean more time on the school bus; but we are w11l1ng to make that sacrifice. We want a 
wider variety of class offerings, to be abJe to choose classes that flt our children•s future 
goals and not just to take a class because there simply is no other choice. We want 
teachers in the classrooms and not ITV monitors. To have teachers readily avaHabfo for · 
homework and not to have to wait for an e-mail or make a long distant phone call when 
help fa needed. We do not want combined c)as~rooms in which 2 grades share the same 
teacher. They deserve a fuU time education with minim,t distractions. We want our 
children in classes based on their abj]jties and not economic restraints and class size 
numbers. Enough childmn in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects, 
provide competition in learning , and push their abilities for learning in the classroom. 
You can not do this with 1 or 2 students in a classroom. My daughter is a senior in high 
school this year. She has been taking three classes by herself .. one independent study, 
one ITV, and one math class by herself. I don't want my other daughter who is a 
freshman this year to have to go through the same thing. She has open-enrolled to a 
larger school, but is not in the 20% allowed to go. She may be the only one left in hef.' 
class next year if not allowed tCJ go. 

Right now we are seeing many of our children entering into college. We see how some 
of our children are struggling at the college level. They are limited in lab areas ind 
courses such as advanced sciences and maths. Adjusting to classes with 100 or more 
students is vef}' difficult after being in a class of 4 or S, Getting an A in a class of S is 
much easier than a class of 30. I know this for a fact, as my son is in college right now 
and so are many of my friend's children. 

We want teachers who have level II or III licenses and not ones with emergency licenses 
who are learning on the job while they are teaching our children, because there are no 
other teachers available. Just because someone has the content courses does not make 
him or her a teacher. The new Leave No Child Behind Act is going to make this very 
difficult. 

Thr. mfcrograpl,lc Image& on th la f I lm are accurate ra,.1roduotf orts of recordg del lvered to Modern lnformatton System& for mlcrof I lrnh'O and 
were fllMtd fn th• regular courst of bualnesa, Tht photoarephlo process meeta atandarda of the Amerfoan Natfonal Standards Institute J', 
(ANSI) for archfval mfcrofflm, NOTICE, If the fflnied tmage abpve Is less legible than this Not1ce, 1t fa due to the quality of the · 

dooLl!lent being filmed. r\v\t\~~ 0 C\.>k l I * '' -1:Bl\M~ \l)\o\03 
operator's Slgnature ' Date 



r~•l,.:A, •) ~.,,,, 

\\) 

Our children are being put in the middle of small town's economic conflict. Saying a 
school consolidation may take away jobs, businesaes would close, and the town would 
die. Is it fair to make our children feel responsibll' for a town's economic survival and 
sacrifice the educational opportunities that they deserve? 

At the present time my daughter's education is iu the hands of a school board who had a 
member state that the actions of the parents of open enroJted school children are stupid 
and idiotic, acting like little kids stomping their feet because they didn't get what they 
wanted. This may not b,;, an exact quote, but the meaning is there. He was referring to 
the failure of the Halliday/Killdeer reorganization plan in Nov. and the parents who had 
open enrolled as a result. Killdeer overwhehnJng voted to accept the plan by 84% and in 
HalHday it was narrowly defeated by 11 votes. Of the 327 votes in Halliday, only 72 
people who voted actually had children in the Hattiday School. Now out of7S children 
3 7 have open enrolled and that does not include those open enrolled from the Twin 
Buttes School District, who do not have a high school to attend in their district. We have 
6 students graduating and no kindergartners next year. Maybe we should be listening to 
the parents with children in school and not the entire community. 

I know that open enrollments cost dollars to school districts. There must be a way to 
make districts·more equitable in funding other than forcing a child to stay where he 
doesn't want to be. Right now more than one third of our state's schools have 
enrollments of less than 100. Fewer districts would reduce administrative expenses, 
allowing more money to expand curriculums and hire more teachers. Are these small 
districts really in the best interest of the chi1dren? Some parent's may like small schools, 
others may prefer home schooling, but please doesn't force restrictions on those ofus that 
don't. Let us make the choice for our children. Don't force them to stay in a school 
where they don't want to be. Our children have personally requested this from us. 

We have 37 open enrolled children. Nineteen will be allowed to go because they 
happened to be the 1st in line. Is that fair'/ 

By lifting the 20% ceiling, the schools will not have to close, aa in a consolidation. 
Those that want to stay can, and those that want to leave wiJl have the right to go. 

Now remember you are placing my daughter's and that of 36 other open enrolled children 
into the hands of a school board member who stated that our WMting the best educational 
opportunities for our children is idiotic and stupid, 

Please vote yes on House Bilt 1361 to drop the 20% ceiling on open enrolJments. We 
need this law in effect as soon as possible under emergency legislation to help our 
children this year. It is our parental right and responsibility to choose what is best for our. 
children's future. Thank You, • 

.J 
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C February 8, 2003 

Madam Chrunnan, and Committee Members: 

Unfortunately we were unable to attend the hearing on House Bill 1361. Still, we would 
like to er.press our testimony against this bill, 

We are in comp]ete opposition to removing the 20 % cap on open enrollment, or any 
amendment attached to it. For obvious reason it WILL damage ow- district as well ns 
many smaU districts throughout the state. 

'The 20 % cap was made law to protect a district from being closed through open 
--~arollmeot . This was told to us personally by Tom Decker. Patrons of Halliday voted NO 
oecause. they were in opposition to them. the consolidation plan was written. lo effect 
removal of the 200/o f.:8') will impress on a Democratic society that maybe their vote does 
not always count anyw~ This bi1J also appears to be very stifling to local school boards 
who will be trying to make decisions in tl1e best interest of their entire district. 

We have an excellent school in Halliday and are proud of ow- children as welJ as all the 
children who attend our school. We are an approved and accredited facility. 

It is sad that one schools fruled consolidation plan is used as an example to change a vital 
law such as this. 

Please leave the 20%, cap on open enrollment as it is, with no changes or amendments 
added to the current law. It is one. of the few protections that small schools and schoo) 
districts have. 

Jincerely, 

1~?~ r ,~ ~it1J !Wu 
P~;~Jcheryl Klee 
Hal1iday, ND 
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Testimony of Lynnette FrafTord 

BOUSE BILL NO. 1361 

March 17, 2003 

Chairman Layton Freborg, and Senate Education Committee members: 

My name is Lynnette :Fraffmd, School Board President and parent from Halliday, ND., and I am 
providing testimony against House Bill No. 1361. 

I find it hard to believe that due to a reorganization vote not passing, a bill could be introduced to 
change a law because of the agenda of a few people. I am opposed to House Bill 1361 as it undermines 
the decision of the voters, which consisted of all taxpayers in the district. It also penalizes current 
school board members and what they have to work with, even though there may have been other board 
members on at the time of the reorganization vote. This bill is narrow, targeting one issue because of 
one situation. Common sense needs to come to the forefront, and we need to look at the havoc this 
would cause for all future reorganization plans. This bill would mean that it doesn't make any 
difference what taxpaying patrons believe, as their vote wouldn't count. When did our state come to 
this conclusion? The change needs to come in the criteria for reorganization, but that's another issue 
which I won't even address for now. 

We, the school board at Halliday, did not approve open enrollment applications over th~ 20% cap 
because we felt the law on open enrollment is a good law and it has certain safeguards built into it. It 
allows districts the time to plan for a certain number of students leaving, or entering a district, when 
they are working on finances and plans for their districts. Imagine the confusion if you lift the cap. 

However, there are other avenues for students to move from district to district. There are No 
Charge agreements, and l!!UIS a board did approve No Charae aareements, (or Tuition Waiver 
agreements as some call them), which a neighboring district had ~dgned, for the remaining 
students above the 20% cap. So, the issue has been taken care of. Other avenues are District Paid 
Tuition agreements, or Parent Paid Tuition agreements. The legislature has been protective of local 
control for School Boards, and most school boards will make decisions based on their area and most of 
the time the issue will take care of itself: rather than changing a law that could prove detrimental for 
other schools in the state. 

Contrary to testimony that was given in the House, I need to leave you with correct information, about 
our school in Halliday. Halliday is an accredited and approved school and always has been. Our CTBS 
scores are as high, or higher than National and State averages. We offer a core curriculum, and electives, 
and they are taught by qualified certified teachers. We support our teachers, and did give them the monies 
that the state allocated for teachers salaries two years ago. We were futuristic in joining the Great 
Western Interactive Video Network several years ago, which is a boon for districts that have it, as it offers 
more choice for extra curricular courses, than districts around us can. Through ITV students can take 
extra curricular classes offered by Bismarck Public Schools and other schools. HaUiday Public School 
District has great students, parents, and taxpayers that believe in our school and want to continue to 
educate our children in HalJiday, rather than put them on buses for up to three hours per day, as it would 
be for some students. The district is financially sound, and the board plans to be involved and responsible. 

1 As a parent and Halliday School Board President, I urge a DO NOT PASS on House Bill No. 1361. 

- Are there any questions? 
Thank you. 
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House Bill 1361 Testimony 
Shaun Kl~e and Quintana Biffert 

lbr' Mr. Chainnan and Committee Members: 

This testimony is that of Shaun Klee, a seventh grader at Halliday Public School, and my 
friend, Quintana Biffert, a fourth grader at Halliday Public School. Both ofus were going 
to try to be here today, but unfortunately, I cnn11ot. Quintana is representing both of us 
and we are both opposed to HB 136 I . 

Quintana and I were both present at the House vote on House Bill 1361 on February 17, 
2003. I was a guest of Representative Kenton Onstad, and Quintana was u guest of 
Representative Frank Wald. 

Quintana and I thought the debate on the hills were healthy until stateme.nts made by a 
Repl'esentati ve in reference to House Bil I 13 61 . .. 
This Representative said that "the students of the Halliday Public School unfortunately 
were not getting a good education," and also used Halliday ns a pawn to get this bill to 

·, pass. 

We were both shocked and hurt! How could this Representative make statements about a 
city and a school that this person has nev~r been to nor probably will never go to? 

We both Hkc the sma1ler classrooms and the ind;vidual attention afforded to each student, 
and believe small school districts and small schools should be given the same 
consideration as the larger ones. Thnnk-yoll. 

~~ 
Qi 1 (\ kn ~---P) ffc:rf' 

Shaun Klee Quintana Biffert 
701-938-4 718 701-938-4341 
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HOUSE BILL 1361 TESTIMONY 

MR. CHAillMAN Al\TD COM1ITITEE MEMBERS: 

\Ve are writing this (est.imony in opposition to House1 Bill 1361. In passing this bill it 
would ultimately be taking away control of all school boards. It also eliminates the 
rights of voters who may or may not be in favor of a cornrnlidation. 

Should not one t~ payers voting opinion be worth as much as anyone else's? Whether you 
are from a large school district or a small one you should have the same rights as anyone 
else. 

V{e have heard different Representatives state that ''Hie people of Halliday should not hold 
their children hostage to the c01nmW1~ty". To us this is a ridiculous statemen~ because the 
children who live in Halliday do not view themselveg as being held hostage I It is our 
opinion that it is a select group ofparents who feel this way. 

The 200/4 cap was put in the North Dakota Century Coda to protect all school districts from 
being forced to close at any particular time frirough open enrollment. This should not be 
any different for a school district if a consolidation fails, 

People should have an option to vote either for or against a consolidation. If the plan is not 
put forth to tl1e public to meet every aspect of the consolidation process then the voters 
should have tl1e right to say no towards t'11e plan as we did in Halliday. Voters in any one 
district should not be pemtlized for the fauits of those who do not take the time to check into 
things before b1ey are finalized. Consolidations may or may not be good for any one school 
distric~ but those who are in charge of the pt'ocess siiOuld take into consideration time and 
concems of everyone in the districts. 

Please remember tl1,d we iive in a place w}it)re we have fuo r:;;J11· to vote either yes or no on 
any one issue thfit is put before th~~ voters. So we urge you not to pass House Bill 1361. 

Prurick Klee 
Cheryl Klee 
938 .. 4178 
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Testimony of Jonas and Debra Biffert 

House Bill 1361 

March 17, 2003 

Mr. Chairman, Senate Education Members: My name is Debi Biffert. I live in rural 
Halliday and here to testify in behalf of my husband and myself against House Bill 1361 
that would remove the twenty percent enrollment cap for school districts. 

For the past few weeks, Halliday has received unwarranted negative publicity regarding a 
failed proposed consolidation plan developed between the Halliday and Killdeer School 
districts. The vote in November reflected that the majority wanted Halliday School to 
remain as is. We wanted our school to share resources with 2 schools in close proximity, 
rather than consolidate with a school 22 miles from Halliday. 

When the plan failed, proponents began contacting patrons, convincing them to open 
enroll by telling them there wouid be no school in Halliday. Or, they told them, with this 
many students open enrolling, your child will be the only one in his/her class. Scare 
tactics were and continue to be used to get their way simply because they could not accept 
the vote. We know this was happening because many who had been approached told us of 
the comments said to them. 

Proponents of this bill have said that Halliday is not offering the required curricula. False, 
We offer all that any school district offers to their students, except Family and Consumer 
Science (FCS). We are an approved and accredited school and could offer PCS by sharing 
services with other schools. HB 1361 came into existence due to a few who are angered 
over the failed vote, not because the quality of education in Halliday is poor. 

Should this bill pass, it allows opportunity for anyone with an ax to grind to try to close a 
school. I don~t believe the legislature nor this committee is in favor of hampering all ND 
schools and pass a bill based on our situation in Halliday. 

Contrary to what you have been told 1 we are not trying to place the burden of keeping a 
school and community on the students. It's just common sense that economic 
development and closure of schools do not fIO hand in h'1nd. Beside the fact that we 
provide a good education, if this bill passes, then we lose sight of the future and the 
possibility of those moving to our community. People will not move to a community 
where there is no school. 

Proponents have said, 11 We cannot expect the school to keep the town alive. We cannot 
put that burden on the children and expect them to be prepared educationally and socially 
to go to college if they do not have the variety of classes to choose from and are forced 
into classes they are not interested in just to put them somewhere. 11 
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To counter this, we submit to you that if the1·e was so much dissatisfaction with the 
availability of classes, why did these parents not go to their elected school board? Why 
didn't they choose to work with the administration rcgardi ng available classes rather than 
look to censolidation as an out? The individual who made the above statement in written 
testimony is a fonner school board member with open enrolkd child1·en, who resigned in 
December 2002. That member was someone with the ability to make changes. 

Early in January and Febmary of 2002, three out the five former board members filed 
open enrollment papers for their children, yet remained on the board. In November 2002, 
it was suggested to them that they resign if they felt that it would be a conflict of interest 
to work for the school and community. Four of the five school board members resigned 
on December 20, 2002. 

Is this what we truly want to teach to our students as well as demonstrate to the state of 
North Dakota, that if we do not get our way, then out of spite or because we don't like 
certain individuals that we run away from our problems rather than face them and find a 
fair solution? 

Our new school board is working Jtard to salvage this school and community, to bring 
back the positive, to raise the morale of the 5taff and patrons, and to continue to provide a 
quality education to those who wish to remain in Halliday. However, if this bill passes, 
then we lose our local control and the state is then dictating what a school can and cannot 
do. 

Passage of HB 1361 with the current amendment penalizes a district considering 
consolidation in the future, if the m~iority vote no on a proposed consolidation plan. Why 
tell a district to develop a p]an, take it to a vote of the people, and then allow all who 
wish, to open enroll if it fails? \\'here is the democracy in this bill? If the locals don't Hke 
certain components of a plan and wish to vote it down, the vote should stand. Passage of 
HB 1361 undennines the will of the people. 

Had the consolidation plan passed, our elementary school wns t0 have remained open for 
three years. Just about every parent who has open enrolled since the vote failed, seemed 
perfectly content to leave their child in the ,•icmentary with the proposed consolidation 
plan, However, since it failed, it appears our elementary is not good enough for their 
child. We have the same good teachers after the vote as we did before the vote. Nothing 
has changed. It is just sour grapes. 

We have a group in E ..... :day wo~·ki·.1g hard to bring tourism d0llai-s here in the next few 
years in relation to Lewis and Clark. While we stmggle to brin~ peuple to the south shore 
of Lake Snkakaweat it appears we have those who are also working hard to close our 
schools. 

We respectfully request that you allow our new board to work towards keeping our school 
open, rather than passh1g this bill and allowing those with nn flgenda to close a viable 
school. We need a school between Killdeer and Beulah . 

. ,, 

Thr. mlorographlo fmeges on this film are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Hocforn Information Systems for mfcrof llmlng and 
were fflltltd In the rtaular course of bualneas, Tht photographic procea8 meuts standarde of the American National Standards Institute j 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE1 If the fllNd Image al\Ove Is less legible than tnfs Notice, It fa due to the quality of the . 
do<:U111nt betno fllmod, r:"\~~ Q_D,"':'. 1 1 lililt' 

.1JiU, Mr \W.~4 , ~ \6 \ ~ \0 3 
operator, e Sl gnature ¼ Date 

I 



I. 

r 

In conclusion, it is no longer necessary to pass this bill based on 11No Child Left Behind" 
(NCLB) Act. In recent news reports, a halt has been put on NCLB by Sen, Dorgan until 
changes are made in the guidelines for schools and teacherst and money is given for the 
project. 

Talk to those in our community who can give you a pm,itive report on our school. We 
respectfully ask that you recommend a "Do Not Pass" on HB 1361. Thank-you. 
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HB 1361 Testim.ony 

Mr. Chairman and Senate E<.lucution Committee Members, 

We as residents ond patrons of the Halliday School District ore opposed to House Bill 
1361 because: 

Contrary to media reports and Tom Decker whh DPI, this bill is not the ultimate fo!'m of 
local control. In reality, it actually usurps the control of our local school board. 

It allows those with an agenda to undem1ine tht.! local school board and taxpayers' wishes. 
Parents have always had the right to a say in the education of their children in Halliday. Jn 
addition, 0ur students have the same opportunity for a high quality education as any 
school in this state. 

The only elective we do not have is "Family and Consumer Science". The absence of this 
dective could easily be remedied by sharing services with other schools through the 
"'Joint Powers Agreement". 

Halliday School is an approved and accredited school that offers 35 subjects which 
includes the core curricula. 

Many of the small schools in ou1 stute would be affected by this bill to the point of 
possibly having to close. 

We the undersigned urge a "DO NOT PASS" for HB 1361 or any amended version of 
same bill. 

Thank-you. 
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• February 24, 2003 

-~ Dear Senator: 

• 

• 

W c are asking for your support of HB 1361, This bill would remove the 20% open enrollment cap for a 
district that went through a reorganization vote and the vote failed, thereby allowing parents the right to 
send thefr children elsewhere. 

We are from the town of Halliday and things are a real mess here. Last November, an eleL1ion was held 
on whether to consolidate our school with Killdeer, our neighbor to the west, The vote was defeated by a 
mere I 1 votes, 158 - 169. Of the total 327 votes, only 72 actuaHy represented parents w,th children in 
the school system, 

The main drive behind the opposition to the reorganization was the economic impact this could have on 
the community. I 58 voters went to the polls with one main focus - the educational benefit to the student 
with the financial benefit to the taxpayers. We live in a democratic society and while there were 
questions surrounding the Jogality of all the absentee ballots, the voters accepted the final vote. The 
parents however, are now asking to be all(l-wed to have their children attend the Killdeer Public School by 
filing open enrollments, The vast majority of these open enrollments had been filed long before the vote 
ever took place, The 20% cap had already been met by 3/8/02, 8 whole months prior to the election. 
Early on, it wa.q evident the opposition would work diHgcntly to defeat the consoUdation and parents 
signed up early to gu-'lrantee their children would receive more opportunities, Following the vote, there 
were 15 open enrollments filed by parents who were convinced the reorganiz.ation plan would pass. After 
the plan tailed, lliey too rea1ized their only option for their children to receive more educational 
opportunities was through the open enrollment process . 

1ne N.D.C.C. has a provision for students ifa reorganization vote is successful; however, there are none 
if a reorganization vote fails, This bill would provide equity to all students involved in a reorganization­
pass or fail, alt students W(luld have the same opportunity to attend a school of their choosing. This bill is 
not onJy about open eruoJJments, but a parent's right to decidr, what is in the best educational interest for 
their children. 

It may seem like HB 13 61 is focusing only on Halliday. But, as the enrollments continue to dee! ine in 
other North Dakota schools, many more may be faced with thi!:I same dilemma. By passing this bill, a lot 
of heartache can ht avoided for others, Unfortunately for Halliday, things may never be the same. 

Thank you for your consideration on this important piece of legislation, 

~'l°:d~~ 
ILnAAi ';_~ .io~ Rob;-rt & NaT/cy Bogers 
Parents of B1£ Reid 

. ,,,u.Jfa 

~ 
eggy DressJer 

Pare~,.,1~ofT~~~-----· . 
, .. 

,,' - R, 
Cb,;'~y~ 
Parents of Brady, Nicholas & Gabrielle 

ft,ri,Jq,~ 
Robert & Amy Fere~ee 
Parents ofQuinten, Kyle, Clay & Brock 

db:::~~ i-lC\Mo~ 
Parents of Zachary & Savannah 
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Steven & Dawn Marquardt 
Parents of Alec & Morgan 

~f-~ 

~~ 
Eldon & Sandra Rohde 
Parents of Elizabeth, Ll\ke, Carl, Riley & Tanner 

<._) ~ ·~ &tyvn $~ 
Jim & Lynn Schaper 
Parents of Zanna, Ashley, Skye & Logan 

~~ ~'-+(L lu4-A-<4>u 
Tim & Roberta Wasem 
Parents of Kaitlin 

I/ 1 ~-ti/~ 
fl£,1,,v LIV~n & Susie Weisz 

Parents of Carrie, Daniel & Aaron 

,,,- ----

~ ~ 4--~ ~~ n" 
~~~~ 

Jim & Marolynn Lesmeister 
Parents of Ashley & Amy 

4~ 
Glenn & Coven Murray 
Parents of Jurnee, Trae & Rowyn 

Parent of Shannea 

Jia.«'.R ~' 
Blair & Lori Selle 
Parents of Brooke 

.n--
eber 

Parents of Nick & Chris 

~~~~ 
~~d."'- ~e.r!il ~Pe 

,<~r~ 
~O.rer\ L. 1:or-5 1 t" K.. 
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Halliday School Board Election Facts from June 1998 to Nov. 2002 

June 9, 1998 
4 people filed for 2 positions 
219 voters 

June 8, 1999 
3 people filed for 2 positions 
168 voters 

June 6, 2000 
I person filed 
38 voters 

-~ June 2001 

• 

4 people filed for 2 positions 
154 voters 

June 11, 2002 
3 people filed for 2 positions 
227 voters 

Nov 12, 2002 
Special Reorganization Election 
327 voters \ 158 for \ 169 against 
Of these actual voters only 72 that voted actually had children in school. 

(: ·t 
j ·"\< 
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• -~ March 17, 2003 

• 
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ND Senate Education Committee Hearing 
House Bill 1361 

To ND Senate Education Committee Members: 

Good Morning, my name is Marolynn Lesmeister. I would like to thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of39 students and their parents from 
Halliday. 

We feel very strongly about our children's education. We want them to be able to have 
equal opportunities at the best education that she/he can. Not to have this right taken 
away because of economics, demographics, and population loss. We don't want them to 
feel responsible for a town's economic survival and sacrifice the educational 
opportunities that they deserve. · .. · · · 

We want the right to choose our children's futures. Not to have their futures in the hands 
of a school board only concerned about keeping a school open as long as possible, even if 
it is not offering what the children really need. Let us be allowed to give them the same 
opportunities that the larger schools offer. Yes it does mean more time on the school bus, 
but we are willing to make this sacrifice, We want a wider variety of classes. To be able 
choose classes that .fit our children's future goals and not just to take a class because there 
simply is no other choice. We want teachers in the classrooms and not TV monitors, we 
don1t want combined classrooms in which two grades have to share one teacher. They 
deserve a full time education with minimal distractions. We want our children in 
classrooms based on their abilities and not economic restraints and class size, Enough 
children in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects, provide competition 
for learning, and push their abilities for learning in the classroom. You can not do this 
with one or two students in a classroom. Right now we are seeing many of our children 
entering into college. We see how some of our children are struggling at the college 
level. They are limited in lab areas and courses such as advanced sciences and math's. 

Our district recently went through a reorganization that failed by a narrow margin. Of the 
327 votes only 72 people actua1ly had children in school. The opposition choose 
economic development over the future educational needs of our children. Patrons who 
supported the reorganization did so out of concern for the following reasons: 

1. Increasing difficulty in recruiting and retaining qualified teachers 
2. Declining enrollment 
3. More educational opportunities for our children 
4. Larger class sizes with single classroom settings allowing more student interaction 
5. Lower mill levy thus reducing school taxes 

As parents we felt and still do, the reorganization would have provided all these 
advantages. Maybe we should be listening to the parents with children in school and not 
the entire community, 
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NDCC 15.1-31-07 states: If a student as a result of a school district dissolution or 
reorganization, resides in a district other than the one the student chooses to attend at the 
time of the dissolution or reorganization, the student is not subject to the provisions of 
this chapter and may attend school in the chosen school district. 

To make this equal to all students, if a reorganization fails, then they also should have 
this same opportunity to choose which school they want to go to. 

I know that open enroJlments and tuition-free agreements cost dolJars to school districts. 
There must be a way to make districts more equitable in funding other than forcing a 
child to stay where he doesn't want to be. Some parent's may like 11mall schools, others 
may prefer home schooling, but please don't force restrictions on those ofus that don't. 
Let us make the choice for our children. Don't force them to stay in a school where they 
don't want to" be.'" W-•· .. . - _.,. - . . . .. " ,. . ... 

I know of other districts having to make tough decisions in the near future. Please don't 
Jet happen to other communities what has happened in Halliday. Families, churches, and 
businesses have been torn apart by this close failed reorganization vote. In our opinion, 
Halliday will never be the same again . 

Thank you for considering a yes vote on HB1361. 

Marolynn Lesmeister 
PO Box 435 - 90 3rd Ave SE 
Halliday, ND 58636 
701-938-4730 
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