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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1361
House Education Committee
1 Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 3, 2003
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Minutes: Chairman Kelsch opened HB 1361

PR

Rep. Haas, District 36
I think that when this issue came up, I felt that it was an issue that needed some consideration by
this committee. I think as we go into the future with regards to elementary and secondary

education in the state of ND and in view of requirements of NCLB, There are a multitude of

reasons I believe that this legislation and this amendment should be considered.
(5350-end) Masrilyn Lestmeister, Halliday, See Attached Testimony
packet includes letters from Nancy Bogers, Amy Ferebee, Tim and Roberta Wasem,

Sandra Rohde, parents of open enrolled students, Jim snd Karol Keller, concerned parents

in Halliday, Marolynn Lesmeister, information sheets, Ken and Susi Weisz.

flip tape 00 Rep. Williams : That is powerful story, Refer to the Halliday/ Kildeer
reorganization failed, When are you planning the next reorganization.

Lestmeister: Well the school board has to approve to go through it again in, the whole new

school board is against it and wants the school to stay open, at whatever cost to the students.
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Page 2
House Education Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB1361

~~ Hearing Date February 3, 2003
Rep. Sitte Section 2, Only if application results in an reduction of the number of students in

enrolled in the district by more that 20% of the average daily membership in the previous school
year. That leaves me to believe that another 17 can transfer out,
Lestmeister That is correct, but my daughter is going to be a sophomore next year she has to
| wait another year, then what are we going to do. I want her to have the choices now.
E Rep. Sitte Will that same list students be kept or will you have to sign up again.
Lestmeister I ‘m not sure how that works, the ones that open enrolled will just move up. But {
there are still, there are 37 students, it is going to take them three years to get them to a school

where they want to be. We feel very strongly about our children’s education. We want more

than what they are getting. It should be our choice, if you are happy in a small school, stay, but if

not don’t impose regulations on us by the school board or Legislature saying that we don’t have

the choice. And Halliday is a very turmoil district right now. The town is divided, people don’t
talk to one another, boycotting business. It is awful to be in this situation, because you want
something better for your children.

Rep. Herbel What electives are being taught in Halliday in Math and Science?

Lestmeister We have 7 ITV classes, if we would go to a larger school such as Kildeer, they may
offer the same classes as we do, but there will actually be a teacher in the classroom. And that is

one of out big concerns, As far as the classes, they rotate, one year they will do Geometry and

then the next year Algebra II.
Rep. Herbel So how much Calculus and advanced math is offered?
Lestmeister This year they are offering Geometry, Algebra I ,and Pre-calculus, Ilot of times

there is a conflict in schedule. Sometimes you don’t have a choice.
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House Education Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB1361
Hearing Date February 3, 2003

Rep. Herbel How about in the sciences & how many are offered by a teacher in the class room?
Lestmeister Physics and Chemistry and advanced Biology, these three are by classroom.

Rep. Jon Nelson Has this always been a concern of yours that the school district no longer offer
a quality instruction, or was it always there? And if it was, why were you not on the first of the
list to open enroll out, prior to the 19 families that beat you.

Lestmeister Because I was on the reorganization plan, and I really believed that the school board
were doing the right thing for our children. A guess I didn’t think it would fail.

Rep. Williams You mentioned ITV, refer to emergency teachers, Do you have any

Lestmeister Yes, we have 2. They shouldn’t be a teacher because they say they have had some
classes in the field, there is more to teaching, you need to know how to present the material to the
students, how to learn, This is a difficult situation for small school districts.

Rep. Williams I understand, sec 2, sec 15.1-31 07, read.

This section is only relating to a reorganization yet on the bottom we are getting rid of the 20%
cap, why is this bill only relating to the dissolution?

Vice Chair Johnson Tom Decker, will you come forward and address this issue.

Tom Decker, Department of Public Instruction

There are two parts to this bill. The first part is what the testimony has been on so far the repeal
of the 15.1-31-02. 15. 1-31~67 deals with a narrow piece of business you have passed legislation
in the past that says when a student is in a district that is reorganized or dissolved, they have a
choice of school districts. It is simply a choice not open enrollment. Choice of school of

attendance. So that striking the last sentence means that for purposes of determining how many
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House Education Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB1361
Hearing Date February 3, 2003

students can open enroll, students can choose another district under that provision, aren’t counted
in average daily membership.

Rep. Meier What courses is your daughter taking on ITV?

Lestmeister She is taking Art, Chemistry I and Math. It is hard to take Art with no one in the
class and do it over a monitor. Rep. Hanson This repealer is only the 20%.

Susi Weisz, Halliday parent, See Attached Testimony, read 1400-1688

Tom Decker, Department of Public Instruction

Open enrollment is ultimate form of local control. It is letting parents make the decision for the
best setting for their children’s education. When we set up open enrollment in 1993, we put the
20% cap on for pragmatic political reasons to get the bill passed. There should be no limit on
open enrollment, if we believe in the concept of letting parent make the choice, any cap is
artificial. Over the history of open enrollment, after the first year very few school where it rose
to the 20% cap. The first year we had a back log of student who were in other school districts on
tuition agreements or waivers. They converted to open enrollment that was about 1/2 of the
number the 1st year, Every year we have one or two situations where this cap has been a crisis,
where parents have been put in a position of having to make difficult decisions about the
education because of the 20% cap existed. If we believe I open enroliment, if we belicve it is
important for parents to choose where their students will get the best education, we should
remove the cap. It will have very little effect on the vast majority of schools in ND. I should
point out that any school board in ND is free to go beyond the 20%. I have talked with a lot of
school board members personally, if you want to live there you don’t vote to beyond the 20%

cap. We support removing this cap.
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House Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number HB1361
. Hearing Date February 3, 2003

Rep. Williams many of us felt for a long time we need more consolidations in the state. yet we
run into local control issue. If this bill passes, and take the cap off, will this force some to
consolidate due to loss of numbers?
Decker: I don’t think that in the history of open enrollment that would indicate that is the case.
We have had any instances where numbers exceed the 20% cap want to open enroll out in any
given year. There is a steady pattern of increasing numbers of students open enrolling. Qverall
direction is smaller to larger districts. More districts, regardless or weather we act here to
mandate or speed up consolidation, will be going out business, because of declining enrollment,
; This is really a chicken or egg argument. The pattern that we see is that as districts numbers get
smaller and if there is any discussion of consolidation, open enrollment immediately increases.

~~  Inany case, it is in this circumstance that parents need the choice most.

o im e e i ———— o _

Rep. Sitte Can students open enroll for just a few classes, example for the vo-tech classes.
Decker: we have provisions in ND law to pay prorated foundation aid, for any student who want
to attend a public school on a part time basis, It is aiso allowed under ND law, that school
districts can reduce there scope of k-12 to k-6 or 8, and tuition there students out. Practically
speaking in rural ND, the kind of course work that students want to go to another school for, may
not be available. In much of ND we do not have good access to vocational programing and AP

and high end course work.

|
|
|

Vice Chair Johnson If we were to remove caps and school boards doesn’t agree to

reorganization, how are they going to address the open enrollments when they come in, will they

eliminate teachers?
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House Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number HB1361
»—~,  Hearing Date February 3, 2003

Decker: Right now the 20% cap the district of residence has no choice in weather or not they let
students go. If you remove the cap they will have no choice, in the number of student, as long as
the student apply for open enrollment through the correct process by the deadline. It will make
then rethink their staffing. We have set the timelines so that they can plan for that through the
spring.
Rejp. Williams Is optional for school districts to participate in open enrollment? i
Decker: It is optional on the receiving end. They may still choose not to take in students who are |
open enrolling. If they take in they need to establish a policy, class size, program size criteria,
and how many they take based on that criteria,
Rop. Jon Nelson How many cases has there been where the 20% cap a problem:
TN Decker: A print out, it is a very small number, some as small as 20% of 6 students.
lep. Jon Nelson The 20% rule as a tool is turning into a weapon in some cases.
Decker:Who is holding who hostage, School boards can deal with this before it gets to this level.
OPPOSITION
(2890) Dean Bard, Association of Small Organized Schools
When open enrollment first came into being back 8 years ago, we did not oppose the open
enrollment concept because there were certain safe guards built in at that time, one being that
there is a deadline only one time in the year. And then 20% requirement so that a district could
not be drained to where it would make it difficult to function. I sympathize with this situation
that is occurring. By in large it is not a good idea to pass legislation because of one situation.

There are avenues available for pupil movement from one district to another,
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House Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number HB1361
~—~.  Hearing Date February 3, 2003

(3159) Larry Klundt, ND Council of Education Leaders
I think Mr. Bard is right, when he said the reason that our association didn’t oppose open
enrollment was because of the cap, timelines and things of that sort. Times change and
sometimes change. I would like to point out some things that may be helpful here. I have
analyzed this situation, it really gives credence to concept that [ have been telling you for some
time, that consolidation in ND is an extremely emotional issue. It is not a logical issue. But when
it comes to matters of the heart, difficult to fix the heart and appease the brain. Currently as it
stands, the people voted. Eleven more people voted to not consolidate in Halliday than voted to.
‘: If we remove the cap and we allow the people to open enroll, then we have disenfranchised the
majority of the people, because the effect of that is to close the school and get what was wanted

N in the first place by the people who voted for the reorganization. On the other hand we also have

this serious dilemma about the people who have kids in school and their concern to provide a
quality education that they think is appropriate for their children. Mr. Clark proposed and
amendment to remove the cap when a reorganization is involved. What if we were to look at this
j situation from the same point of view and said if the reorganization is NOT successful, only for

f those districts where you have a failure in the reorganization or a successful reorganization where
% there is a period of time where the 20% cap would not affect them. It appears a way to solve the

»

‘ issue to keep the 20% cap in place across the state, but in those unique situations it gives people
some options,

Rep. Herbel Would you be in favor that being retroactive then?

Klundt: No problem with it.

e

& .
- "\J

Liver
e accurate reproductions of records de rdards of tha Amerfcan Nat{ omato the aval ity of the

. otographic process meets sta an Nat o
et ;i:'med ‘nhti}\‘/:lr:n%%t:';icl?nur“ﬁo?rflc?as"rf“tho Tfhl’l:rd image above is less legible then this tlotice,
{ANS1) for arc .

S W SN Vel olslgz —
Operator’s 8ignature ‘

oﬂ °




v e eV VW

he. mlorographic fma

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1361
House Education Committee

O Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 11, 2003

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 2450-4050
2 X 723-880

Committee Clerk Signature Mm
"4

Minutes: Chairman Kelsch opened HB 1361

Chairman Kelsch recapped the bill, passed out the amendments, 30607.0101

Rep. Haas nyoved to accept the amendments, Rep. Hawken second.

Rep. Mueller Can we make it simpler, the to say “approved reorganization plan” and then end it.
Chairman Kelsch Because the way the current law is right now, if there is a reorganization and
you are not pleased, you can opt to open enroll your student. And then this would be regardless.
Rep. Haas [ think it was worded this way by council because of the provision in 15.1-31.07.
Rep. Hunskor So students in Halliday who were concerned about the 20% cap can get out.
Chairman Kelsch yes

Rep. Herbel I think at the same time, testimony indicated that this has not been a problem in
exceeding the 20%

Rep. Haas this (Open enrollment/out of district) document prepared by Decker, Department of
Public Instruction and Jerry Coleman, This is two years of data on this report. The far right hand

column, out %, is a cumulative total, So that is not what happened in one year. There are some %
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House Education Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB1361

N Hearing Date February 11, 2003

that are higher than 20%. The column that is important here is, looking at the 20% limit, 2001,

2002, Based on the previous years ADM. And then you can see the number of schools enrolled

out. There is currently nothing in statute that prevents a board from approving greater than 20%,

but they are not required to by statute. I think this reinforces the committee discussion that we

had earlier, on making it a blanket policy when their has not been a problem statewide. That is

the rationale for the amendment and having it be consistent with any vote on reorganization,

Rep. Mueller When you talk the 20%, does that take into account that coming into schools. You

could have a situation where you took in more than 20%.

Rep. Haas: there is no restriction that a district can accept, only that the statute requires that they

have a policy for the criteria for which they accept., There is not limit. If they are willing to

N accept them they take them. The 20% is only on the leaving a district.

Rep. Williams Districts developed criteria and a policy on receiving enrollment abased on the

amount of room and teachers that they have to handle the additional students, They applications

can be denied based on the criteria. The school board association and Gary Thune’s office

helped them develop the policies.

Rep. Haas Section 15.1-31-06, the standard that must be established by a school board for the

acceptance or rejection of an application,

Rep. Norland 20% in 20% out, Right now it reads that you have to apply for it in the previous

year by Jan 31, So all schools know who is leaving and who is coming in.

Question call for. Passed by Voice Vote

(Tape 2 side A, 723) Rep. Herbel moved a DO PASS as amended, Rep. Hawken seconded,

Roll vote: 10-4-0 passed, Rep. hawken will carry the bill to the floor.
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~ FISCAL NOTE
: Requested by Legislative Councill

01/20/2003
Blil/Resolution No.. HB 1361

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Blennium 2005-2007 Biennlum
General |[Other Funds| General |Other Funds| General {Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $ $0 $ $0
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effact: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Blennium 2005-2007 Blennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Countles Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts
i $0 $0 $0 30 30 $ $0 $0 $0

, 2. Narrative: /dentify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
i your analysls.
This bill will have no identifiable fiscal impact,

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please!
A. Revaenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included In the executive budget.

N/A

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each agency, line
ltem, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

N/A

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included In the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship hetween the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

N/A
IName: Tom Decker gency: Public Instruction
[Phone Number: 328-2267 Date Prepared: 01/22/2003
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30607.0101 Prepared by the Legislative Councll staff for 2
Title.0200 Representative Haas ]a!
February 3, 2003 px

HOUSE ' AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1361 EDU 2-12-03

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and
reenact section 16.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to grounds for
the denial of open enroliment applications; and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

15.1-31-02, Open enroliment - Grounds for denial - Exception.

1. Except as provided In section 15.1-31-04, the board of a student's school
district of residence may deny an application under section 15.1-31-01 only
if the application will result In a reduction of the number of students enrolled
in the district by more than twenty percent of the average daily membership
the previous school year. ;

2. Noiwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1, the board of a school
district may not deny an application for open enroliment if;
a. Denying the application would result in the enroliment of children from
the same nuclear family in different school districts-the-sehoot-beard
Bi-tRO-GSIHO- OSSO ReO- MY ROtH-aer Re-appHoation; or
b. The application for open enrollment is tiled on behalf of a student
whoss district of residence took part in an election to approve a
reorganization plan and if the regrganization plan was rejec nder
section 16.1-12-11.
SECTION 2. EMERGENCY. This Act Is declared to be an emergency
measure."
Renumber accordingly
Page No, 1 30607.0101
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Date: o2/// / /5

\ Roll Call Vote #: /

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. /5 /ﬂ /

House HOUSE EDUCATION Committee

Check here for Conference Committee
806079 O/0/
Legislative Council Amendment Number Q/]M/?djﬁﬁ/z,@

Action Taken

Motion Made By Mdﬂ Seconded By #CLMJ‘WJ

Representatives Y No Representatives Yes | No
Chairman Kelsch
Rep. Johnson
Rep. Nelson
Rep. Haas
N Rep. Hawken
’ Rep. Herbel
Rep. Meier
Rep. Norland
Rep. Sitte
Rep. Hanson
Rep. Hunskor
Rep. Mueller
Rep. Solberg
Rep. Williams

Total (Yes) No ,

\ M
Abgent A

= =
Floor Assignment d&

If the vote 18 on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

Cay
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Date: M' ' ’M

TN Roll Call Vote #: %

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO.
\@w |

House HOUSE EDUCATION

Committee

Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

300670 0/0/

Action Taken @0 7@/31 a[) am Qﬂd,ed .

Motion Made By MM Seconded By /%/Uu*%u’\/

_Representatives Yes | Representatives _

Yes "No

{ Chairman Kelsch

| Rep. Johnson

| Rep. Nelson

| Rep. Haas

N ' Rep. Hawken

| Rep. Meler

d Rep. Norland

Rep. Sitte

Rep. Hanson

Rep. Hunskor

Rep. Mueller

| Rep. Solberg

:K'YKV SKERIRK

Rep. Williams

o

Total (Yes) / No

Absent 0

Floor Assignment %/U%LA/
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-27-2461

February 12, 2003 2:55 p.m. Carrler: Hawken
insert LC: 30607.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1361: Education Committee (Rep. R. Kelsch, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS
AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (10 YEAS, 4 NAYS,
O?B%ENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1361 was placed on the Sixth order on the
calendar.

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and
reenact section 15.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to grounds for
the denial of open enroliment applications; and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-31-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

15.1-31-02. Open enroliment - Grounds for denial - Exception.

1. Except as provided in section 156.1-31-04, the board of a student's schoo!
district of residence may deny an application under section 15.1-31-01
only Iif the application will resuit in a reduction of the number of students
enrolled In the district by more than twenty percent of the average dally
membership the previous school year. ,

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1, the board of a school
district may not deny an application for open enroliment if:

a. Denying the application would result in the enrollment of children from
the same nuclear family in different school districts;-the-scheel-beatrd

...............

~jpvyw

b. The application for open enrollment Is filed on_behalf of a_ student

whose district of residence took part in_an_election to approve a
reorqganizati lan_and if the re nization plan was rejected under

section 15.1-12-11.

SECTION 2. EMERGENCY. This Act Is declared to be an emergency
measure.”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-27-2461
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. Engrossed HR 1361
Senate Education Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 3-17-03

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
X 27.2 -end

1
| ] X 0-44.6

Committee Clerk Signatm'e'tgﬂn MW

Minutes:CHAIRMAN FREBORG called the committee to order. Roll Call was taken with all

L

(6) members present.

1 CHARIMAN FREBORG opened the hearing on Engrossed HB 1361 which relates to grounds
for the denial of open enrollment applications.

Testimony in support of Eng. HB 1361:

REPRESENTATIVE C.B. HAAS, Dist, 36, testified in support of the bill. He stated the
legislature should not be in the business of guaranteeing districts but should guarantee quality
education for our students. ND is losing about 2000 students per year. We should try to do what
is best for the students. He feels we can do better than capping the reduction of students at 20%
of the average daily membership the previous school year in the open enrollment policy. If two

schools pass a reorganization plan, the 20% cap is off. This bill also eliminates the 20% cap if

the reorganization plan fails.
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Page 2

Senate Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Eng. HB 1361
7"\ Hearing Date 3-17-03

SENATOR LEE asked if this impairs the democratic process. REP. HAAS stated no, There are
already other options, tuition waivers, etc., and the appeal process if needed.
SENATOR FLAKOLL asked if this would allow for failed reorganization plans to be retroactive.
REP. HAAS does not think so. He would prefer a proactive approach,
SENATOR COOK asked if there were any other instances with over 20% exit enrollment, REP.
HAAS stated very few.
SENATOR FREBORG stated that if these course offerings with minimum standards to meet
were passed, every student would have an equal opportunity. Are we now eliminating this?
REP. HAAS feels this is more about a quality education than course offerings, There is a
difference in how courses are taught, He feels there are stress points out there with some people..
o MAROLYNN LESMEISTER. presented testimony in support of the bill. (see attached)
| ROBERT FEREBEE testified in support of the bill. (see Attachment A). His best guess as to the
number of students next year is there would be 25 students in the Halliday school.
SENATOR CHIRSTENSON, asked which teachers aren’t qualified. MR. FEREBEE replied that
two are not teaching with certificates. They are on emergency credentials,
KENNY WEISZ testified and expressed his concern with what the future will bring. (He is also
a signatory on Attachment A). He has three areas of concern with one of his children. One class
she is the only student and it is offered only over ITV. One class she is with all senior students
and must strive to keep up to their level. The other concern is in music where he feels she is

playing below her level. He stated his family has open enrolled to another school but fell below

the 20% cap.

Testimony in opposition to Eng. HB 1361:

-
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Page 3

Senate Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Eng. HB 1361
/7™ Hearing Date 3-17-03

BEV NIELSON, NDSBA, stated this bill removes the 20% cap and doesn’t require a timely
enrollment process. They understand it is the state’s obligation to provide a statewide system of
education with reasonable parental choice. They believe there should be parameters set. They
feel that this situation should not be compared to a reorganized district’s situation since they are
very different. They further believe this bill came from a volatile situation which has been
addressed and resolved fairly well. There will always be a district that offers something your
own doesn’t. The Engrossed bill is more palatable to NDSBA. She also believes the situation
from which this bill came is now being solved locally and that is how it should be.

SENATOR COOK asked whether mandates or local control are used, or NCLB from the Feds, is
she not now saying that local control (parental wishes) is not being considered. MS. NIELSON
stated that she does advocate local control by the school boards to determine the operation of
their districts. She does not advocate wholesale parental choice all over the state, as there are too
many issues, and the education system would not function will if that were the case. SENATOR
COOK stated that if we are to support local control, do we not have to support control by the
parent. MS. NIELSON stated that is not how things work in our system. All taxpayers vote, not
just parents of youth attending school.

SENATOR COOK has concerns over the 20% cap.

DEAN BARD, ND Small Organized Schools, stated their concern is in the repealing of the 20%
cap. He stated the Engrossed bill is better. He wonders if the decision by a school district would
be to not allow open enrollment, that this legislation would override that.

DEB BIFFERT, presented testimony. (see attachéd) She also presented testimony from

PATRICK AND CHERYL KLEE. (see attached).
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Page 4

Senate Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Eng. HB 1361
/" ™ Hearing Date 3-17-03

SENATOR TAYLOR asked what is being done to remedy the situation between Halliday and
Killdeer. MS. BIFFERT would not expound on that because she was not in attendance at the last
school board meeting and deferred the question to the school board president, Lynnette Frafford.
SENATOR COOK asked if the 20% cap applies to parents who want to home school or enroll
their students in a private school. She is not sure, but thought it applied to public school.
QUINTANA BIFFERT, student, presented testimony from herself and SHAUN KLEE. (see
attached)
LYNNETTE FRAFFORD, Halliday School Board Fresident, presented testimony. (see attached)
SENATOR COOK asked if the legislature could have done something two years ago to avert this
problem, or can they do something now. MS. FRAFFORD feels the criteria for reorganization
" should be given a longer time frame. They were only given five months to do it, With a longer
time frame, the schools would be able to address all issues involved. It could take two to three
years,

Hearing no further testimony, the hearing was closed on Eng. HB 1361.
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. Engrossed HB 1361
Senate Education Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 3-24-03

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
2 X 29-16.5

<), -
Committee Clerk Signature 9@4/ %/

Minutes:CHAIRMA N FREBORG called the committee to order with all members present,

SENATOR COOK asked when open enrollment was created, why was the 20% cap put on in the
first place. What was the justification for it. SENATOR FREBORG answered it was to prevent
reorganization without a vote. SENATOR COOK would like to amend this bill to remove the
20% cap. SENATOR FREBORG asked why the cap should be taken off for “one specific
situation”,

There was discussion on other “open enrollments”. What would be the reason to “open enroll”,
Would “troubled” students be the ones to go to another school, Is there a need for this bill. Is the
legislature addressing this issue with other legislation,

SENATOR COOK moved an amendment. At the end of page 1, line 19 add, “The 20%
enrollment cap does not apply if the home district does not have the required core
curriculum and a live body in the classroom. Seconded by SENATOR CHRISTENSON.

Roll Call Vote: 3 YES. 3 NO. 0 Absent. MOTION FAILS.
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Page 2

Senate Education Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Eng, HB 1361
/" \  Hearing Date 3-24-03

SENATOR LEE asked if this is only for high school. SENATOR COOKX said YES. He feels

there is not a problem with elementary students traveling the extra distance,
SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS. Motion Faijled for lack of a Second.

SENATOR TAYLOR moved a DO NOT PASS. Seconded by SENATOR LEE.,
Roll Call Vote: 5 YES. 1 NO. 0 Absent. Motion Carried.

Carrier: SENATOR TAYLOR.
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Senate EDUCATION Committee
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New standards set tor
North Dakota teachers

“These new standards will have a
profound effect on teachers and teachers- ~

GRAND FORKS (AP) — North
vakota’s teacher licensing
- agency has set new standards for

educators that will require such
things as skills tesdn§ and the
compiling of fFort olios to
demonstrate profic

The J:ulBose of the standards
set by orth Dakota Educa-
tion Standards and Practices
Board is to comply with the “No
Child Left Behind” act that Pres-
ident Bush signed in January.

“These new standards will -
have a profound effect on teach
" ers and teachers-in-training”
sald board member Chrls
Douthit, a teacher at Schroeder -
Middle School in Grand Forks.

The national education
reform law that took effect in the
- current school year aims to .
broaden academic testing,

iricrease spending for literacy
. programs and help children *

' escape America’s worst publlc
“schools.. .

It requlres teachers to fulfill .
._certain standards to be consid-

‘ted highly qualified, The dead-
zg& unde federal rules s June

‘The standards set by the state

‘ ‘board list requirements for new )

'in-tl'all' m. )go”

kn(t)wledge and teaching skills
tes

New teacbetxin’-
must have a bachelors degree
witha ma]or or what is known as-

. a. pro essig{nal %ducgtlon

sequenqe i he Su ject they

‘ll .1‘1‘

| anfu]ﬁllaniajor .

e uiv eh Ifig p minor
agd then cgfnpleting 4 test;
;earnirig"a minar and complet-
“ing a skllls;] ortfo.llo. taldng a
,natlonal bo dp‘xﬁm r«téach
"ing the subjtck; b tom etmg
cpurseworlgreqlﬂvalent 0; the
major .
uture t achers wil knuw
y what the new policy
out and oul have ]ittle
troub ¢, fulfill 1e education
xequiremei}ts. Douthit said,
;However; 1édcliery who have
ars, many of

" been workipg for

whom haye ‘switohed subjects
‘once o’ twice; nﬁght have a .
"harder time.
Board njér bgrs sdid theyare _

12

Chris Douthit, teacher

the requirements,

“A seasoned teacher brings so .
much to a school,” Douthit said.
“We don't want any of our expe-
rlenced teachers to feel as
thouﬁh they can't hecome quall

'I‘he board also has drafted a
proposal for teachers who have
gxperiencc in }:ml gc:demic field |

ut. do o ajor. or -
i o‘i n'(tz}\e ‘subj ectmthe are"
.teaching Those educators
would be considered high]y

qualified af{xr .complet} ‘
portfollo de bnstratln their
. understanding of the subject, or
by taking a test on thé subject
' mnatter,

The standards arehecess
‘for the state to recélve fede
1ﬁ1ndmgaﬁer 2006 "
.- Some, eduators said North'
Dakota dlready has a high stan.

dard of teachin

“We have to ave faith in our
‘.iown system because we already -
ho'd ourselves to high stan-

teachers dnd describe how ex

rienced teachers who do not

fill those requirements can

become qualified.
New elementary school

teachers applying for their initial

license must pass a subject

.dards,” said’ Peggy Shaeffer,
djrector ofteaching education at
the Univérsity of onh 1 Dakota,

-----

: womed t'some experienced
teachers will retire or leave the
professioniyiither than compléte

w
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Dear rural and city patrons of Halliday Public School District,

The Halliday Public School Board reorganization vote is bei held November 12,
ng held on Tuesday,

2002, One of the reasons I ran for the school board in July was to work for the patrons that wanted

thepmwntoslowdown,andtoukenmetooowdcrallopﬂommdmourmamlublewus,

o which we can do with a majority of our patrons choosing to vote NO .

I am enclosing this cover letter along with a letter from
patrons who want to keep the Hallida

Public School open. Dennis and 1, as parents of four children, with two in the Halliday Publlz
Schooluﬂtwoincollege,alongwnhodmpumu,moomedabomnllc!nldrenandthcu
future. Let the majority of us who believe in our teschers abilities, who want our school to
strive and thrive, who don’t want owr students to be on a bus longer than necessary, and who
believe im our rural life and our communrity and our business leaders, have . chancz to work
for options that dor't give everything away. We
lnvethcﬁmdstodnwﬁmx.duetoﬁuga!pm boardmemben,soitimtgomgtooostyoum
but gives us time to check other options. < We: don’t like to.see anyone. go: elsevwrdiese: but there is:the.
owmofopmmnmﬁuMwh&mmeLu'sm a school, jobs, and oar

fUT in-yard Bassing, ~

You patrons in our rural and city community have been positive role models and mentors,
through your hard work and dedication (o keep golug, even whea times are tongh. We are
proud of the community of Hallidsy. Halliday is connected to the Southweat Water Pipeline. We
havcg!wvo!unt.eerFireDepuunem:ndAmbulqumd& There is a lot of potential over the
next few years with tourists passing through our town, because of the Lewis and Clark Trail, and
Highway 1806 being part of that route, but again we noed to have a school in our community for

peopktobeimmdmlivmghueuﬂmhmmhm

———— r——— . bwe. —————

llmmlloppoaodtodwmninnonphnasﬂw Hy

Valusble education cur students receive in Halliday.

The jobs that the school offers, and the potential for more people to move here.

The control over the schoo! building and contents, propesty, mineral acres, land and tax base.

The interim funds in CD’s in the bank, and the reserve fund in Manning. .

And yes, we don't even have say over our trophies and pictures as some have noticed. And yes, the

property values will drop in Hallidsy. The economics of this plan isn’t there. We havae tried to

bring up all of the unknowns in the reorganization plan, but were told it didn’t matter, becsuse if the
o wote want thoough, the new bosol can. change the plan.immedistely if theysvant. So as you can zee

there are no gusraniees in this plan. The plan had to go through the formality of the county and

state vote, showing i met certain criteiia, but that Jdidn't meas it’s & good plan, New i’z fo the

community vote, and we N m. Tt’e important that we all remember to vole

in Halliday on Tuesday, November 12. If you can’t mske it, our Halliday Public Scheal District

Business Manager said you could call her home at 938-4672 to get an absentee ballot, as there is no

school Friday or Monday.
I wanted to keep this letter short, but it was kerd to do, when you sre tefkina shout o way of

novrd r.,“n—-l ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ % mpes

repwerh

life and a special commuppity. [ thank you gll for jous suppsert and gollioos oyon i peot
few months. Let’s continve (o work together as a commmity n_g_&ggg_:gmmﬂ.:&«

e M///w
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OPEN ENROLLMENT CENTURY CODE GUIDELINES

15.1-31-01

2. By March 1 of the year preceding the year of enrollment, the school board of the
student's residence shall act on the application, notify the parent of the board's
decision within five days.

5. All applicant's must be reviewed in the order they are received.

15.1-31-02

Grounds for denial- Exception. Except as provided in section 15.1-31-04, the board of a
student's school district of residence may deny an application under section 15.1-31-01
only if the application will result in a reduction of the number of students enrolled in the
district by more than twenty percent of the average daily membership the previous school
year. However, if denying an application would result in the enrollment of children from
the same nuclear family in different school districts, the school board of the district of

residence may not deny the application.
15.1-31-05

Transportation. A school district of residence may provide transportation to a student
participating in open enrollment. If a district of residence does not provide transportation
to a student participating in open enrollment, transportation may be provided by the
admitting district, and the admitting district is then entitled to state payments for the
transportation of that student.

15.1-31-06

School Boards - Standards. The board of each school district shall set standards for the
acceptance and denial of applications for admittance under open enrollment as provided
in section 15.1-31-01. The standards may address the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or school building. The standards may not address previous academic
achievement, participation in extracurricular activities, disabilities, English language
proficiency, or previous disciplinary proceedings.
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—. . North Dakota State Assessments - March, 2002
ND Dept. Public Instruction Test Results
Halliday/ Killdeer

Math Summary Report Reading Summary Report

A P PP N A P PP N
Grade Four
Halliday-2 students tested 100 0 o 0 100 0 0 o
Killdeer-16 students tested 24 59 18 0 24 53 18 6
State Averages 19 38 29 14 21 53 18 8
GradeEight ~  © o
Halliday-4 students tested 0 50 25 25 25 715 0 0
Killdeer-37 students tested 16 55 2] 3 5 42 39 13
State Average 10 32 45 12 16 50 20 13

Grade Twelve

Halliday-11stadents tested 9 9 5 9 18 55 9 9
Killdeeer-33 students tested 22 56 16 6 19 22 47 13
State Average 13 20 41 25 19 31 26 22

A - Advanced

P - Proficignt

PP. Partial Proficient
N - Novice
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ND School District Profile Facts - January 2002

Special Education and Counselor Staff

Student Council

Track- Co-op K/H

Cross Country Track - Co-op K/H
Boys Basketball - Co-op K/H
Girls Basketball

Girls Volleyball - Co-op K/H
Wrestling - Co-op K/H
Football - Co-op K/H

Rodeo Club

Drama

Speech

Yearbook

FFA

FBLA

FCCLA

Pep Band

Klassics - Cheerleading
Math Counts

Spelling Bee

Acalympics

Student Newspaper

[N

4

FTE

| Killdeer Halliday
' Title I Reading K-6 1.00 Title I .50
’ Title I Math K-6 40 Special Ed -CM .30
| Speech and Lang, 1.00 Speech Ed 30
{ Speech Ed 16 Counselor 7-12 .20
' Special EdK-12 1.00 CounselorK-6 .15
,' Special Ed /PE K-6 1.00 Paraprofessionals:
| Special Ed K-6 .50 Title I Aide 62
r Counselor K-12 1.00 Spec Ed Aide 95

Voc. Counselor 7-12 .20 Spec Ed Aide 95

Paraprofessional SE .88

Paraprofessional SE .88

Paraprofessional SE .62

Paraprofessional CP .50

Extra-Curricular Activities
Killdeer Halliday

Student Council

Track - Co-op K/H
Cross Country - Co-op K/H
Boys Basketball-Co-op K/H:
Girls Basketball -Co-op GV
Girls Volleyball-Co-op K/H
Wrestling-Co-op K/H
Football-Co-op K/H

Rodeo Club

Drama

Yearbook

FFA

Math Counts

Spelling Bee

Geography Bee

Acalympics

Cheerleading
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P Killdeer classes offered grades 9-12 2002-2003
44 classes offered
Family Consumer Science I World History Vo Ag 1
Independent Living U § History Vo Ag Il
Creative Foods U S Government Vo Ag III
Textiles PE 9 Vo Ag 1V
r Foods PE 10-12 Sociology
English I Accounting Psychology
[ English II Applied Math Biology
, English Literature Algebra I Adv Biology °
] American Literature Algebra II Physics
! Speech Geometry Chemistry
; Creative Writing Pre Calculus Life Science

Advanced Communications Bus. Communications Phys. Science

Business Applications I Business Applications I~ Spanish I
Explornet Computers Multimedia Computers  Spanish II
Keyboarding Band /Choir H S Library

Halliday classes offered grades 9-12 2002-2003

34 classes offered

English 9 Vo Ag 10-11 Accounting - ITV
English 10 Vo Ag 12 Algebral-9
English11 Vo Ag 10-11-12 Geometry -10-11
English 12 Welding 9-12 Pre-Calculus 12
Speech - ITV Ag Mech 9-12 Business Math
Phy-Ed 9 Computer Lit 9 Physical Science 9
World History 10 Computer 12 Biology 10
U S History 11 Telecomunications 11 Advance ' Biology -

Government 12
Spanish I - ITV
Spanish II - ITV

Advanced Computers
Psychology- ITV
Sociology - ITV

Anatomy 11-12
Chemistry 11-12
HS Library

Art - ITV Band /Choir

Halliday Library is open two periods a day. Otherwise the room is locked. Elementary
and the high school each has one period a day to be able to use the library. Killdeer has a
separate high school and a separate grade school library. It is open all the time. The
Killdeer library is open for the public to use also .

Halliday has seven classes offered over the ITV network with no direct supervision in
these classrooms.

Killdeer has no ITV classes. They have teachers and supervision in every classroom,
They do not combine their classes. Grades 7 and 8 are separate classes and not combined
in Killdeer as they are in some classes in Halliday,

HE

T

(ANS1) for archival microfflm. NOTICE: [f the filmed image above is less legible than this Notice, it is due to the quality of the

document being ¥{lmed. Q_
Operator's Signature " Date

Thr. micrographic fmages on this fi(m are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for microfiiming and
were filmed in the reguler course of busfness. The photographic process meets standards of the Amerfcan Natfonal Standard:. Institute £
o WZ’i
4




gf:ﬁ‘gi
't

e

\'A
g ¢
s

— ND DPI School District Profile Facts - January 2002
Fact Halliday Killdeer State Avg.
Enrollment 75 359 455.5
Open Enrolled In 59 O S
Open Enrolled Out 8.2 O S
f Syr Enrollment Trend -30.4 -10.7 -9.1
;f Instructional Costs 7,573 5,286 5,270
, Transportation Costs 607 331 281
: Student/ Classroom Teacher Ratio 7.0 16.7 17.1
Student Computer Ratio 1.9 2.8 3.4
Staff With Master Ed or Higher 9.1 12.5 277
Full Time Ed. Staff 13.39 32.86
Courses Offered-High School (9-12) 35 44
ITV - classes offered 7 0

Halliday ITV Courses cause a conflicting schedule with required classes.

ITV Course: Speech same time as English 12
Psych/Sociology same time as Computer Twelve

Art I same time as Vo-ag 12
Accounting same time as Welding\Bus, Math/Band-Chorus

Spanish I same time as Advanced Computers
Spanish I same time as Chemistry

Killdeer offers 20 of their classes twice in the day. This helps eliminate conflicting
course scheduling. As you can see the Halliday Seniors have some major course
conflicts!!!!

Halliday has 7 courses offered on ITV. All these same classes are also offered in
Killdeer, but with & teacher actually in the room. These same teachers are also available
at other times if a student has questions or needs help on a class assignment,

Grade K-8 are not combined and taught as separate classes. Larger classroom size.
Small is not always better, especially if you have to share a teacher as they do in
Halliday's combined classrooms.
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December 28, 2002
School is for the good of kids, not town

By MAROLYNN LESMEISTER, Halliday

| write to express my personal concerns aboul North Dakota's opan-enroliment law, it
needs to be changed, and quicklyl Having a 20-ﬁercent cap on open enrollment from
one school district to another is totelly unfair to those of us who want a better education

for our children,

The school district of Halliday is a prime example. We just went through a reorganizetion
vote In November. !t falled by a narrow marigin. The Killideer school district was
wonderful in helping us with the reorganization plan,

Our No, 1 concern was always the best education for the children] The people
campaigning against reorganization sald closing our school would be against the
economic development of Halliday, wouid take away jobs and that the town would die.
Does it say anywhere in the North Dakota Century Code that a school has to stay open
tor the banefit of a town? 1t is for educational putposes only, to benefit our students!

' We parents who want a better education for our students would not give up. We have
open-enrolled our children to Killdeer. ‘The problem Is, there are way more parents who
want the best educational opportunities than state law allows. We have st least 14 kide

beyond the 20-percent level allowe {o go.

My daughter, unfortunately, is one of the casuaities. She will be a sophomore In high
school next year. She is very bright, and wants more advanced ctasses than Halliday
cen offer. With the open-enroliment children leaving Halliday, she may be the only one
left in her class. No education and no gocis! opportunities,

My other daughter is a senior this year, thank goodnesa! To fulfill her 20 credits needed
to graduate, she is in an ITV class by herself, taking one dass by independent study
herself and In one math class by herself. Luckily, she is bright and can do this. For the
average or below-average student, this might not have been possible.

My younger daughter refuses to go to school hera next year. Is my only alernative to
move to another town? Where's the economic dovelopment in that?

The town I8 now at war. Those of us who want a better education for our children are
being run down with verba! abuse. The school board is facing threats of recalls and

virtually being forced to resign.

We need to change the law. Do away with the 20-percent cap on open entaliments. If
we want a better education for our children, iet us go. Those who want to stay In a small
school can, My daughter doesn't have the luxury of time. .

Christmas in his heart

e’ By PRESTON and BARB NIEUWSMA, Pollock, 8.D.

While shopping in Bismarck recently, we had a heariwarming experience.
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f . Jan, 17, 2003

ND House and Senate Education Comm. Members
ND's 58" Legislative Session

600 E. Boulevard Avenue- NI State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58501

Dear Education Members,

I am writing t0 you in support of House Bill 1361 concerning open enrollment ceilings.
Having a 20% ceiling on those who want 10 open enroll to other schools is totally unfair
to those of us who want a better education for our children. I do hope you will vote in
favor of this bill. Or at least make it possible for schools with less than 100 enrolled

students.

The school district of Halliday is a prime example. We just went through a
reorganization vote this past November. It failed by a very narrow margin. Killdeer
school district has been wonderful to us working on the reorganization plan, of which I
was a member. The people campaigning against it, used a platform of closing the school
would be against economic development of Hailiday, tuke away jobs, and the town would
die. Does it say anywhere in the ND Century Code that a school has to stay open for the
benefit of a town? It is for educational purposes, to benefit our students, only!

Those of us parents, who want a better education for our students, would not give up. We
have open enrolled our children to Killdeer. The problem is: There are way more parents
that want to get the best educational opportunities than the ND State law allows, We
have at least 12 more kids beyond the 20% level allowed to go. My daughter is
unfortunately one of the casualties. She will be a sophmore in high school next year, Is
very bright and wants more advanced classes than Halliday can offer. With the open
enrollment children leaving Halliday, she may be the only one left in her class. No
education and no social opportunities. My other daughter is a senior this year. Thank
Goodness! In order to fulfill her 20 needed credits to graduate, she is in an 1TV class by
herself, taking one class by independent study herself, and also in one math class by
herself. Luckily she is bright and can do this. For the average or below student this may

not have been possible.

My daughter refuses to go to school here next year. Is my only alternative to move to
another town? Where's the economic development in this?

We now have a town torn apart. Those who want to live in the past and those of us who
are looking at the future of our children. We want the same opportunities for our children
that the larger schools offer. A wide variety of class course offerings. Being able to
choose classes that fit our children's future goals. Not being forced to take a class just
because there is nothing else offered. We want teachers in the classrooms and not TV
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monitors, We want teachers available when our children need help after the class period
ends. We want qualified teachers who actually are teaching in their majors and have had
education classes, We do not want combined classes. We want classes that are based on
abilities and not economic restraints, Now our lower classes are all combined and yet
have only 5-6 students. You don't even have enough children in phy-ed classes to divide
into teams for a sport. If we have to travel 25 miles to another school, we are willing to
make that sacrifice for a quality education for our children. These small high schools do
not adequately prepare our children to enter the large colleges. Being an A student ina
class of 5 is way different than in a class of 40,

Right now more than one-third of our state's schools have enrollments of less than 100.
Fewer districts would reduce administrative expenses, allowing more money to expand
curriculums and hire more teachers. Are these small districts really in the best interest of
the children? Some parents may like small schools, Others may prefer home schooling.
Please don't force restrictions on those of us that don't. Let us make the choice for our
children, Don't hold our children captives, in a school where they don't want to be, Most
of alt don't make them feel they are responsible for their town's economic survival by

keeping a school's doors open,

We need to change the laws. Do away with the 20% open enroliment ceiling, If we want
a better education for our children, let us go.

Those who want stay in a small school can. My daughter will be a sophmore next year
and doesn't have the luxury of time.

If I can be any assistance on this matter please let me know. Iwant a better educational
future for our children.

You can contact me at: Marolynn Lesmeister, PO Box 435, Halliday, ND 58636
701-938-4730  e-mail mlesmeister@hotmail.com

Sincerely,

JNeXeqon Foominaling

Marolynn Lesmeister
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600 E Boulevard Ave., Dept. 201, Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 Dr, Weyne G. Sansteat
{701) 329-2280 Fax - (701) 328.2481 Stste Superintenden
hftp:/www.dpi.state.nd.us .

MEMO

To:  Wayne Stenehjem
Aticmey General

From: Dr, Wayne G. Sanstead
State Superintendent

Date: December 13, 2002
Re:  Interpretation and application of North Dakota Century Code 15,1-29-03

North Dakota Century Code 15.1-29-03 subsection 1 states, “After taking into account
the best interests of all affected partics, the board of a scbool district may elect to send its
students to another school district. Tu this instance, the board may pay tuition for the
students. The board may anrange, and when petitioned to do 50 by qualiﬁod clectors of
the district equal in number to at least a majority of those who voted in the most rocent
annual school district clection shall arrange, with other boards to send students to the
other districts and to pay for their tuition and transportation.” This section of the law has
not been applied in a North Dakota school district but may well b applied in the next

few months.

The issues or questions relate to ciroumstances in which the electors of the district would
petition the school board to make arrangement for students to attend in other districts.
The language of the section statcs that at least a majority of those who voted jnthe most
recent anrual school district election would be needed as signatories on the petition,
. Does that mean 50% of those who voted in the last election plus one in order to submit 8
> valid petition? Is the election on which the num&mﬁpeﬁﬁmm-basuttho annual-sprins ’

SohovPBirards clookionf nakasspacialf 1oTHen"

If the board is pe'htloned by electors as required in the section, how many students would @
be covered by the. . Wi the district have to make arrangem
it pubIE $cHEo! students to o!‘her-dxstncts or only those whose parents spccxﬁ"iﬁ?"’“"
_requested such arrangements? fifthe mterprct"anon were thaf the digtyjst would oiily be
reqmred to send thoss students-whose parents requested atiendancp it gnother district,
3) would the district still be allowed.to operate a public school? If the district is required to
“make arrangements to send all of their students to othitr distticts when the required
petition is submitted, would the district move into non-operatiug status and fall under the
statutory provision which allows them one year to dissolve?
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— @ If electors petition the board is there any altemative to the board’s paying tuition and

o transportation a3 indicated by the section” Would it be possible for the board to negotiste
tuition free agreements for the students who are attending out of district as a consequence
of the petition? .

When s school board receives a petition under this sestion of code what is the time fram @
in which the board must make a decision? Presumably their decision must fita
timeframeo in which the involved parents conld make necessary arrangements to enroll
their students in neighboring school digtricts. 1f as a result of the petition the school
district continues to operste a school while sending sore number of students to othar
districts as the petitioners requested is theye any timeline on the effeét of the petition or
would thosa students who are attending out of district & a result of the petition be
presumed to be {n attendancs in their chosen divxict as long as they or their parents
wantod that circumstance to continue? If a petivion is filed by the roquired number of
electors under this section of the code, would a subsequent petition from another group of
electors asking the board not to send students out of the district bave any impact or

standing.

In the circumsiances in question the expectation is that the school board will receive a
petition urder this section of the code in Junnary and be expooted to act on it in February.
Therefore, we request that you provide an opinion within a timeframe that will allow
students in the sffected district will be able to determine their school attendance location
next year in s timely fashion,

If you noed additional information please feel free to call,

e |, (o
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Open Enroliment 2001

CODIST DNAME Dtype
01013 Hettinger 13 1
02002 Valley City 2 1
02013 Oriske 13 2
020862 Litchville 52 2
02086 N Central 85 1
02082 Wimbledon-C 1
03006 Minnewaukan 1
03006 Leeds & 1
03009 Maddock @ 1
03018 Oberon 16 2
03020 Warwlick 20 1
03030 Ft Tollen 30 1
04001 Billings Co 1 2
06001 Botiineau 1 1
06013 Willow City ¢ 1
06017 Westhope 17 1
05036 Lanslord 38 2
05054 Newburg-Unit 1
06001 Bowman 1 1
06017 Rhame 17 1
06033 Scranton 33 1
07014 Bowbelis 14 1
07027 Powers Lake 1
07038 Burke Central 1
08001 Bismarck 1 1
08002 Regan 2 2
08025 Naughton 26 3
08028 Wing 28 1
08029 Baldwin 20 2
08033 Menoken 33 2
08035 Sterling 36 2
08038 Apple Creek ! 2
08045 Manning 45 3
08001 Feigo 1 1
08002 Kindred 2 1
08004 Maple Valley . 1
08008 West Fargo 6 1
08007 Mapleton 7 2
08017 Cenlral Cass 1
09080 Page 80 2
08087 Northern Cas: 1
10014 Border Centre 1
10019 Munich 19 1
10023 Langdon Aret 1
11040 Ellendsle 40 1
11041 Cukes 41 1
12001 Dlvide County 1
13008 Dodpe 8 2
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2001
Students
Fall 2004 OpenEnroll
K12 Enr  2000.01 ADM  *20% LimIt ed Out
403.28 8 -
1,272.88 265 20

60.82 13 .

97.68 20 4 ;
183.00 37 1 ;
172,70 35 1 i
139.43 28 . j
201.27 41 . %
235,77 48 7 ;

43,25 *] . |
222,86 45 . i
160.12 34 -

76.72 16 1 :
798.20 160 B

85,89 18 1
1714.67 35 1

35.82 8 .

84.05 17 3
445,03 80 3

04,20 19 2
186.44 38 1
114.00 23 -

126.42 28 .

113.98 23 .

10,426.08 2,086 68 ;

12.31 3 . i

4,83 1 1

B0.43 17 6

w2 3] 5

30.82 7 2

35.16 8 .

44,44 ] 3

10.00 2 .

11,388.10 2,278 1

720.47 146 2

211.20 43 1
5,043.00 1,008 .

112.64 23 .
836.68 168 °]
146,560 30 1
484,83 o7 ]

31.76 7 .

166.00 32 2 ‘
6817.21 124 1 :
379.08 76 1 ‘
661.61 113 5

332,26 67 .

51.04 1 .
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Open Enroliment 2001

2001
(\ Students
Fall 2001 OpenEnroll
CODIST DNAME Diype K-12Enr  2000-01 ADM  "20% Limit ed Out
13016 Kiideer 16 1 361.86 73 1
13019 Halliday 19 1 92,00 19 1
13037 Twin Bulles 3 2 50.94 11 - ‘
14001 New Rockfor¢ 1 376,06 76 . }
14012 Sheyenne 12 1 144,77 20 ]
16006 Hazalton-Mof 1 166,26 32 3 i
16010 Bakker 10 2 10.52 3 . :
16012 Unlon 12 3 5.00 1 .
16016 Sirasburg 16 1 231.08 47 2
16036 Linton 36 1 370.40 76 6 ;
16010 Carrington 10 1 697.68 140 8 i
17003 Beach 3 1 361,75 73 2 f
17006 Lone Tree 8 2 52.64 1 . :
18001 Grand Forks * 1 8,226.24 1,646 49 {
18044 Larimore 44 1 574.88 116 7 ;
18061 Thompson 81 1 614,20 103 3 *
18126 Manvel 126 2 186.60 38 5 !
f 18127 Emerado 127 2 112,36 23 .
184268 Midway 128 1 204,56 59 1
18128 Northwood 12 1 356,38 72 11
19018 Roosevell 18 1 140,39 26 .
N 19046 Elgin-New Lel 1 250.23 51 1 ‘
‘ : 20007 Midkota 7 1 206.88 42 1 ;
, 20048 Griggs Count; 1 353,28 71 4 j
f 21001 Mott-Regent © 1 330.44 67 3 j
5 21008 New England 1 228.05 48 4 .;
‘ 22011 Pellibone-Tut 2 23,32 5 1 !
22014 Robinson 14 2 12.52 3 . ’
22020 Tutlle-Pettibo 1 72.998 15 .
22026 Steele-Dawsc 1 253,42 51 8
22028 Tappen 28 1 112.40 23 5
23003 Edgeley 3 1 275.86 86 3
23007 Kulm 7 1 1567.23 a2 10
23008 LaMoure 8 1 301.82 78 -
23008 Marion 8 1 112.32 23 4
23011 Vetona 11 1 72.50 16 3
24002 Napoleon 2 1 261.82 53 -
24056 Gockle 14 1 176.20 36 .
25001 Velva 1 1 454.63 91 9
250414 Anaraocose 14 1 88.03 18 .
25057 Drake 57 1 144,38 29 .
25080 TGU 60 1 306.56 80 1
26004 Zeeland 4 1 55,00 13 .
26000 Ashley © 1 200,14 41 2
26019 Wishek 18 1 262,18 53 2
| 27001 McKenzle Co 1 637.20 128 1
{ 27002 Alexander 2 1 101,88 21 1
{ ‘__ Y3 27014 Yeliowstone 1 2 74,53 16 -
! NDDPI Pape 20{ 6 OpenEnt InOul 2.x1s jac 1/31/2003
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Open Enroliment 2001

r\. 2001
: Students
Fall 2001 OpenEnroll
CODIST DNAME Diype K42 Enr 200001 ADM  *20% Limit ed Out
27018 Earl 18 3 .78 2 .
27018 Bowline Butte 3 2.00 1
27032 Horse Creek ! 3 4,00 1 -
27036 Mandaree 36 1 224.84 45 - j
28001 Montefiore 1 1 230.14 47 7 i
28004 Washburn 4 1 410.06 83 4 :
28008 Underwood 8 1 275,10 56 . i
28050 Max 50 1 167,39 34 . \
280561 Garrison 51 1 367,23 74 4 f
28072 Turtle Lake-M 1 205,37 42 .
28085 White Shield . 1 162.33 a1 - !
29003 Hazen 3 1 809,82 162 16
29020 Golden Valle) 1 72.48 16 1 .
28022 Starion 22 1 87.30 18 6 ;
20027 Beulah 27 1 1,010.81 203 . ‘
3000 Mandan 1 3 3,481.81 607 14
30004 Little Heart 4 2 28.00 8 . ‘
30007 New Salem 7 1 394,18 79 6
30008 Sims 8 2 20,00 8 .
30013 Hebron 13 1 193,20 38
30017 Sweef Briar 1 3 7.00 2 4]
o 30038 Flasher 38 1 242,66 49 2
( 30048 Glen Ullin 48 1 234.42 47 .
31001 New Town 1 1 734.27 147 5
31002 Stanley 2 1 423,16 86 6
31003 Parshall 3 1 328.33 66 .
31137 Plazs 137 2 28,16 8 -
32001 Dakota Pralrit 1 393.14 79 1
32066 Lakota 66 1 267,15 58 10
33018 Center 18 1 276.91 56 2
34001 Pembina 1 1 153,66 31 .
34006 Cavaller 6 1 603.62 121 7
34012 Valley 12 1 162,76 33 2
34016 Draylon 19 1 233.28 47 -
34027 Walhalta 27 1 299,20 60 3
34043 St Thomas 4% 1 127.68 26 .
34058 Neche 58 1 116.34 24 .
35001 Wollord 1 1 65.65 14 4
35006 Rugby 6 1 668.43 134 .
36001 Devils Lake 1 1 2,022.97 406 .
36002 Edmore 2 1 120,15 26 2
36044 Slarkweather 1 116.69 24 1
37002 Sheldon 2 2 44,14 ) .
37006 Ft Ransom 6 2 23.28 ] .
37010 Salund 10 3 6.00 2 .
37019 Lisbon 10 1 600,36 139 8
~ 37022 Enderiin 22 1 344,06 &9 6
( 36002 Sherwood 2 1 126,87 26 .
NDDPI Papge 3ol b OpenEnt InOw! 2.x18 Jac 1/31/2003
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Open Enrollment 2001

(\ 2001
' Students
Fali 2001 OpenEnroll
CODIST DNAME Diype K-12Enr  2000-01 ADM  *20% Limit ed Out
38008 Mohall 9 1 278.81 56 7
38026 Glenburn 26 1 316,00 64 19
39005 Mantador & 2 22,00 5 .
38008 Hankinson 8 1 323.11 65 .
38018 Fairmount 18 1 136,04 28 . ,
39028 Lidgerwood 2- 1 243.05 49 2 )
39037 Wahpelon 37 1 1,681,686 317 8 |
38042 Wyndmere 4: 1 303.70 61 - i
38044 Richland 44 1 317.33 84 2 :
40001 Dunselth 1 1 707.86 142 - }
40003 St John 3 1 275.78 66 2 J
40004 Mt Pleasant 4 1 358,14 72 6
40007 Belcourt 7 . . 1 1,757.68 ’ 362 .
40029 Rolelle 29 1 219,88 44 . ,
41002 Minor 2 1 326.19 66 3 i
41003 N Sargent 3 1 185.74 38 . :
41006 Sargent Cent 1 339.40 68 4
42016 Goodrich 16 1 59.97 12 -
42019 McClusky 19 1 133.47 27 -
43003 Soten 3 1 193.90 3p .
43004 F1 Yates 4 1 206,61 42 1
B 43008 Seffridge & 1 74.96 16 3 )
‘ 44012 Marmarth 12 2 13.44 3 .
44014 Sheets 14 3 8.00 2 1 ‘7
44032 Central Elem¢ 2 10,20 3 - :
45001 Dickinson 1 1 2,876.52 576 8 /
45008 South Heart € 1 260.30 54 2
45013 Belfield 13 1 296.72 60 ]
45034 Richardion-Ts 1 315.24 64 7
46010 Hope 10 1 150,47 31 .
46019 Finley-Sharor 1 176,14 36 1
47001 Jamesiown 1 1 2,663.31 533 10
47003 Medina 3 1 168.64 34 .
47010 Pingree-Buch 1 1698.51 32 10
47014 Montpelier 14 1 115.76 24 4
47019 Kensal 19 1 88.43 18 .
47026 Spiritwood 28 2 12,92 3 .
48002 Bisbee-Egala 1 106.68 22 -
48008 Southern 8 1 308.65 62 5
48028 North Central 1 78.24 16 .
49003 Central Valle) 1 304.23 61 .
48007 Hatton 7 1 272.40 66 2
48009 Hillsboro & 1 478.92 06 3
48014 May-Porl CG 1 662.35 133 4 ‘
60003 Grafion 3 1 085.06 196 .
50020 Minto 20 1 260.93 63 ]
) 50039 Lankin 39 2 £3.18 13 3
‘_/’ 50051 Nesh 51 2 27.66 6 3
NDDPI Paged ol b OpenEnr InOut 2.xis Jac 1/31/2003
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Open Enroliment 2004

N 2001 ﬁ
Students ‘
Fall 2001 OpenEnroll 1

CODIST DNAME Dlype K-12Enr  2000-01 ADM  *20% Limit ed Out ;

50078 Park River 78 1 442,16 80 4 |
50079 Fordville 79 1 94.38 19 . J
50106 Edinburp 108 1 143,48 29 14
50128 Adarns 128 2 103,64 21 5 g
51001 Minot 1 1 7,156.47 1,432 . |
61004 Nedrose 4 2 239.40 48 7 !
51007 United 7 1 664,27 133 9 ;
51010 Bell 10 2 129,62 26 7 i
61016 Sawyer 16 1 161.43 33 3 !
51019 Eureka 19 2 14.81 3 . ;
651028 Kenmare 28 1 366.77 74 1 ;
51041 Surrey 41 1 443,28 89 14
51054 Berthold 54 1 212,10 43 4 /
51070 S Prairle 70 2 134,85 27 16 !

51158 N Shore 158 1 118,26 24 3

62025 Fessenden-B 1 266,50 54
52036 Pleasant Vall 2 24,83 6 . f
52038 Harvey 38 1 560.57 113 3 ‘
52038 Sykes 39 1 67.41 14 - :
53001 Williston 1 1 2,463.28 493 10
_ 53002 Nesson 2 1 196.31 40 8 |
T 53006 Eight Mite 6 1 211,04 a3 7 :
‘ | 53008 New 8 2 218.62 44 14 i
' 63015 Tioga 15 1 311,10 63 ’
63081 Wildrose-Alar 1 60.60 13 1 ¥
53099 Grenora 99 1 77.91 16 . f
107,462.07 730 .
¢
NDOPI Page 6 of & OpenEnr inOut 2.xIs Jac 1/31/2003
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‘ Enrolim{ Out
20%’;33 Schook  JJanuary 2003)
k | - 2002
? v Students
g3 : \,/ OpenEnrolie v our . o ~
m 1 ercent ercent
i | *20% Limit d Out o -
i 2001-02 ADM " w -
. "§ Diype Fait 2002 K-12 Eny o - - : : E
4 -
g 4 IST DN ) 199 o = . ; : :
235% 09004 Maple Vaiiey 4 1 o E : : 2 E :
-y 2 T 6 1% |
=53 09006 West Fargo : 856 5 : : :
i o : 120 133 27 3 a3 12 736 18%
3 7 | :
£ :;§ 09017 Central Cass 1 ! a1 = ; | 7 : :
g=g 09080 Page 80 : 457 st 2 : ﬁ : : -
—o 09097 Northem Cass s ; - 25 :
e ; 134 , ! -
= i io 110 c
® 10014 Border 1 = | 4 ” 3% [M
z=% - 10019 Munich 19 ! = 1 : 2 :
= 10023 Langdon Area ! 6 ; 1 :
=83 Ellendale 40 ar - | | : o
-— gy 1104[) e 1 311 63 3 3 2% 1 ‘6
=83 041 Ogkes 41 st : ' 3 ;
~32 11 County 1 1 02 ; : - 9 :
- - ‘ ak 0
z 12001 Divide . 2 o 352 - 5 : | : :
-s"., 13008 Dodge 1 : | 8 : :
::2:5 13016 Glideer 16 ) e : : : : 2 : :
i§‘§, 13019 Halliday 19 ! 46 : : | 8 21 : :
- ) 7 Twin Buttes 37 e ; 8 3 o
gas ¢ 1303 1 E 6 1 % :
'3§§ < 14001 New Rockford 1 ! o e : 8 9 0 :
g 2 14012 : : | 3 :
Boo s 8 | ;
| 15036 : , . 1 8 1%
-2 15610 Bakker 10 : : | :
asg 15012 Union 12 ; . - ; : 4 :
33 15015 Strasburg 15 ! au : : : 2 ‘ : :
- S Linton 36 a7 : 1 : |
e s 1 1 ) o4 1 | 1% :
| : e 1 341 53 11 . 4 114 8 39 2%
:in 17003 Beach 3 : ¢ = E 17 12 :
x
4 §°x 47006 Lone Tree & 1 8.008 .5?1 %20 X 5 :
3 1 573 ° ” x
o % 18001 Grang 1 5 : : :
i o i 6 - 4%
i ? 1 : : 175 36 5 33 5%
4 | - ! . o 102 21 20 18 % 59,
T>g : - : 6 | 13%
i .y = Noxti ‘ 288 58 17
s 1?,, = 18127 Emerado 127 ; = : 3 : :
:§ § - 18128 Midway 128 ! 2 z | | | 1 .12 :
o s32 i : ‘ : : 5
Z g‘gﬁ = 18140 Grand Forks AFB 1 1 -
\rﬁ g ;g — ) OpenEnr InOut 2.xds jac 1/3172003
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§; 53 2002-03 School {January 2003)
x =3
g = ....-:- 2002
s - § Students
g i-s OpenEnrolle
Z35% CODIST DNAME Otype  Fail 2002K42Enr 200102 ADM  *20% Uni¢ d Out IN  out in Percent  Out Percent
2; ;a" 19049 Egin-New Leipzig 49 1 244 257 52 1 9 5 4% 2%
oo ‘f 20007 Midkota 7 1 168 179 36 3 4 23 2% 15%
g._a_ g 2 20018 Griggs County Central 18 1 341 344 69 - 8 2 2% 1%
S =g 21007 Mott-Regent 1 1 294 313 63 5 5 13 2% 4%
E 21002 New England 9 1 199 224 45 8 13 15 6% 7%
38 22011 Petiibone-Tuttie 11 2 18 2 5 s 12 0% 40%
z3 22014 Robinson 14 2 10 12 3 2 - 6 0% 38%
Sg3 22020 Tutlie-Petibone 20 g 58 63 13 2 - 2 0% 3%
2E3 22026 Steele-Dawson 26 1 274 267 54 - 32 1 13% 0%
o= 22028 Tappen 28 1 110 110 22 7 10 22 8% 18%
‘_:?. 2 23003 Edgeley 3 1 260 269 54 4 11 18 4% 7%
s = 23007 Kuim 7 1 131 151 31 1 8 8 6% 6%
232 23008 LaMoure 8 1 363 373 75 1 22 2 6% 1%
i§§‘ 23009 Marion § 1 108 116 24 4 7 15 6% 13%
o . 23011 Verona 11 1 50 60 12 - 1 9 2% 16%
ggi L‘ 24002 Napcleon 2 1 244 251 51 - 2 5 1% 2%
- __§ 24056 Gackle 14 1 153 164 33 1 6 10 4% 6%
go2 25001 Velva 1 1 454 433 87 2 30 2 7% 0%
83 25014 Anamoose 14 1 83 85 17 2 - 2 0% 2%
~es 25057 Drake 57 1 141 "150 31 - 2 1 1% 1%
2 ; & 25060 TGU 60 1 373 366 74 4 14 35 4% 9%
~a% 26004 Zeeland 4 1 80 54 11 " 1 - 2% 0%
% o3 26009 Astiey 9 1 185 186 38 - 2 - 1% 0%
> i& 26013 Wishek 19 1 266 266 54 3 7 5 3% 2%
3 g i 27001 *ickenzie Co 1 1 617 637 128 - 21 5 3% 1%
3 27002 Alexander 2 1 80 86 13 2 2 2 3% 3%
5 2% 27014 Yellowstone 14 2 54 60 13 - - - 0% 0%
@ e
=5 27018 Earl 18 3 7 6 2 - . - 0% 0%
%%5 27019 Bowline Butte 19 3 6 . . . o o
333 27032 Horse Creek 32 3 10 10 2 - - - 0% 0%
=8 é—-’- 27038 Mandaree 36 1 190 221 45 4 - 17 0% 5%
- 28001 Montefiore 1 1 218 225 45 3 11 1 5% 5%
o é&g 28004 Washbum 4 1 a7s 382 77 . 11 1 3% 0%
» §_§ 28008 Underwood 8 1 230 254 51 4 - 17 0% 7%
t— 3. 28050 Max 50 1 179 178 36 4 8 8 4% 4%
O 357
VY 2 5
-8
- NDDPt ) Page 3of 7 OpenEnr InOut 2.xs fac 1/31/2003
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> | -~ Open Enrolimd@® ™Out of District
—y v -
5% 51" | - 2002-03 School  _January 2003)
?’,: E -§ 2002
g.g ig Students
- > OpannroHe
3 § 5% CO0IST ONAME Diype Fall 2002K-12Enr  2001-02 ADM  *20% Limit dout N our In Percent Out Percent
¥4 it 28051 Ganison 51 1 369 ar2 75 2 13 7 4% 2%
3.2 % 28062 Buite 62 4 . - - . - -
i} "g"é_ﬂ 28072 Turtle Lake-Mercer 72 1 200 202 41 1 1 4 - 0% 2%
223 28085 White Shield 85 1 145 137 28 3 10 3 7% 2%
: 38 S 25003 Hazen 3 1 769 815 163 - 35 1 5% 1%
g 2 o 29020 Golden Vsliey 20 1 55 58 12 5 3 5 5% 9%
3 ’:«5:& = 29022 Stanton 22 1 87 88 18 1 9 16 10% 17%
g 2 §5 29027 Beviah 27 1 915 o72 195 1 8 7 1% 1%
- S 30001 Mandan 1 1 3.351 3428 686 37 26 as 1% 2%
2 =33 30004 Little Heart 4 2 2 26 6 - 5 6 15% 18%
2 378 30007 New Salem 7 1 354 374 75 . 10 2 3% 1%
g e 30008 Sims 8 2 39 36 8 - - 7 0% 15%
* == 30013 Hebron 13 1 171 182 a7 5 6 11 3% 6%
ig"i% ) 30017 Sweet Briar 17 3 12 10 2 - 8 5 89% 56%
23 30039 Fasher 39 1 231 232 47 1 2 1 10% %
? kS £3 ¢ 30048 Glen Utiin 48 1 210 215 43 3 - 3 0% 4%
z §"°'9,_ 31001 New Town 1 1 761 739 148 7 15 25 2% 3%
ol b-g- = 31002 Stanley 2 1 KY(] 409 82 3 32 4 9% 1%
=83 31003 Parshall 3 1 302 285 53 2 8 18 3% 6%
g3¢ 31137 Plaza 137 2 26 5[ 6] 9 - 18 0% 41%
=32 32001 Dakota Prairie 1 1 324 345 70 8 0 & 5% 2%
as—- 32066 Lakota 65 1 264 267 54 - 49 3 2% 1%
§§ ‘—é 33018 Center 18 1 248 260 53 1 6 17 2% %
- ;§3 34001 Pembina 1 1 143 146 30 - 5 3 3% 2%
Box 74006 Cavalier 6 1 555 581 17 1 27 3 5% 1%
) 228 34012 Valiey 12 1 158 157 32 - 3 3 2% 2%
;‘;i 34019 Drayton 19 1 209 211 43 1 - 2 0% 1%
?‘f * } 34027 Walhaila 27 1 314 304 61 3 11 17 3% 5%
§§§ 34043 St Thomas 43 1 141 134 27 R 3 3 2% 2%
T3z 34055 Neche 55 1 102 99 20 4 3 20 3% 17%
=3 ) 35001 Woilord 1 1 60 67 14 1 1 1 22% 2%
O °%g 35005 Rugby 5 1 605 633 12z 3 - 8 0% 1%
ggg 36001 Devils Lake 1 1 1,906 1,941 389 - - 25 0% 1%
)] 428 36002 Edmore 2 1 101 110 23 1 1 4 1% 4%
0 =88 36044 Starkweather 44 1 113 108 2 - 6 2 6% 2%
-V
B
f g% Page 4 of7 OpenEnr InOut 2.xs jac 1/31/2003
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§233 r Open Enrolim PP Dut of District — ’\
iSi2 L 200203 School  January 2003) ,
o =h—~"3 S
gf 28 2002
2 :,;5"'_5: Students
*Tz° OpenEnrolle
§ zez CODIST DNAME Dtype  Fall 2002K-12Enr  2001-02 ADM  *20% Limit d Out N ouT in Percent Out Percent
c §.§§ 3:(;; Sheldon 2 2 40 42 9 2 - 4 0% 9%
¥y 3 FtRansom 6 2 20 18 4 - 4 4 20% 20%
?3: ,g. 37010 Saiund 10 4 - 4 1 - - -
223 37019 Lisbon 19 1 662 659 132 3 37 11 6% 2%
gl = - 37022 Enderdin 22 1 339 342 69 2 20 18 &% 6%
= =25 38002 Sherwood 2 1 106 17 24 2 7 3 7% 3%
3 2g32 38009 Mohall 9 1 248 267 54 1 8 6 3% 2%
o 3= 38026 Glenbum 26 1 302 292 59 1 75 3 33% 1%
S :g g 39005 Mantador 5 2 11 18 4 1 - 1 0% 8%
= &z 39008 Hankinson 8 1 328 324 85 3 1 4 0% 1%
s =33 39018 Fairmount 18 1 126 128 26 3 2 6 2% 5%
g_gﬁ 39028 Lidgerwood 28 1 236 235 48 4 1 7 0% 3%
- 2 . 39037 Wahpelon 37 1 1519 1512 303 1 20 3 1% 0%
g €3 ! 35042 Wyndmere 42 1 280 292 59 8 5 20 2% %
» '§§ - 39044 Richland 44 1 309 310 62 3 2 6 8% 2%
, 822 40001 Dunseith 1 1 523 581 137 no - 32 0% 6%
J 233 40003 StJohn 3 1 294 289 58 - 8 3 3% 1%
res 40004 Mt Pleasant 4 1 33 340 69 4 19 4 6% 1%
3 é g 40097 Belcourt 7 3 1763 1725 346 4 - 4 0% 0%
ca2 40029 Rolette 29 3 192 215 a 1 7 3 4% 2%
Sad 41002 Miinor 2 1 294 298 60 - 6 4 2% 1%
> g_a 41003 N Sargent 3 1 198 150 38 - 3 3 2% 2%
=1 ¥ 41006 Sargent Central 6 1 321 332 67 2 3 6 1% 2%
3 %g 42016 Goodrich 16 1 55 54 1 1 2 1 4% 2%
F39 42019 McClusky 19 1 13 17 24 - - 2 0% 2%
=3 43003 Solen 3 1 153 108 2 3 - 22 0% 13%
9_;;-} 43004 Ft Yates 4 % 136 188 38 11 1 14 1% o%
353 43008 Seifidge 8 1 58 65 13 . % - 8% 0%
=3 §' 44012 Marmarth 12 2 10 9 2 - - 1 0% 9;/2
el 44914 Sheets 14 3 6 5 1 1 2 4 25% 50
LQ__ é,?:é 44032 Central Elementary 32 2 11 10 2 2 - 7 0% 39%
o 3 §_§ 45001 Dickinson 1 1 2717 2,738 543 15 44 27 2% 1%
t— 8. 45009 South Heart 9 1 257 266 54 8 10 27 4% 10%
O g3 45013 Belfield 13 1 258 265 54 - 10 5 4% 2%
A 2 g s 45034 Richardion-Taylor 34 1 301 307 62 - 2 1 12% 9%
=8¢
P =
<232
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F31 5 Open Enrolim @10yt of District ~
§23= 2002-03 School January 2003) )
A=z
2 -
z. 43 2002
2353 Students
e~ nEnrolie
=33 fi CODIST DNAME Dtype  Fall 2002K-12Enr 200102 ADM  *20% Limit ope dOut IN  our In Perceni  Out Percent
giig 46010 Hope 10 1 145 147 30 2 2 6 7% 5%
es 8 46018 Finley-Sharon 19 1 164 173 35 1 2 15 1% 8%
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Feb. 3, 2003

The Bismarck Tribune
707 E. Front Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

Dear Sheena Dooley,
I am writing to you in reference to the interview I did with you.

You know that in referring to the quality of the teachers at Halliday, I was referring to the
two teachers hired on an emergency basis to teach. I still stand behind my statement that
they are not qualified to teach my children, Yes, the law states they may do this, but I
want more, I will testify to this fact on Mon. Feb 3, 2003 open-enrollment hearings,

Maybe Shelley Flaget should have stated the entire story.
Per DPI State Licensing Board of ND. This is Public record open to anyone,

Re: Ned Akin
Emergency License issued from Dec. 21, 2001 till Dec, 21, 2002,

Between Dec. 21, 2002 and Jan, 16, 2003 he had no license at all and was still in the
classroom teaching, but did have a certified teacher with him.

He was given a certain number of credit hours to get his Level II license. He did not do
this within a year's time, so he again renewed 2n? emergency license. This license is
again only for one year from Jan. 16, 2003 to Jan. 16, 2004,

He is currently not a certified Level II teacher, But licensed under the Interim/
Emergency (one-year) License. How many years do I have {0 put up with him teaching
my child on an emergency basis before he gets a Level IT License?

I checked on the classes that he needs. He has completed the core curriculum classes, but
has not completed the teaching sequences classes. Just because a person has core
curriculum classes does not make him a teacher. You necd to know how to present the

information so that the children can learn,

The other vo-ag teacher is in the same situation. I do not have a problem with the rest of
the teachers,

As far as the "7" children in Amy's class. I was referring to the "4" that will be left after \-3

g)l::kallowed open enrollments. \\:\: WA BNe yeea,  Onruyn WRoao oo

S orduy N ohwd am . \
Yes, the science teacher was hired in the fall of 2001, I referred to this as last fall,

—_
ochic formation Systems for microfilming end

e o o e de“ve"dndt::'gso?mhx: Amer{can Naytionol standards Institute

tilmed image above 1s less legible than this Notice, ft is dus to the quality of the

document beiny f1imed.
wmu N JQ.\;ﬂQD_'ti._—
S Operator’s Blgnature ate

¢ A



fma
The """m'm':m e lar course of

were fil
document

He was hurt about stating that he was a former janitor. It sure didn't seem like it when he
had an article printed about him on Dec. 16, 2001 in the Bismarck Tribune, You may
want to look this up in the archives,

I am enclosing my testimony to the senate Education Committee.

!
The newly appointed school board member stated at the last school board meeting that
the actions of the open enrolled parents were stupid and idiotic. We were acting like
spoiled little kids stomping our feet when we didn't get something we want. That means
anyone who fights for the best educational opportunities for their children are stupid and
idiotic.

You do not have permission to print any of this letter or the testimony, but I did want to
clarify my statements. This situation is very ugly.

Sincerely,

ﬁ\o.w»‘%hh g\yb ‘w\:.ug\ﬁf\,

* Marolynn Lesmeister

P O Box 435
Halliday, ND 58636
701-938-4730

E-mail mlesmeister@hotmail.com

cc: Julie Bechtel
Publisher of the Bismarck Tribune
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Oregon officials interested in Beach case

I ,
‘ established insurance firm of Al
Ueckest, who died a few months
ago at the age of 93,

When the North Dakota
Insurance Department was
attention to the fate of a gﬁ&ed about problems with

arrested Beach clients, Hill canght
on that he stole ne wind of the investigation and asked: superintendent Kevin
$200,000 fro insurance called the de nt from the : ‘
{nvestment clients. ' mofnwby ntinel Butte, ine-  That’: the *million-dollar
ted and threatening suicide.  question. - - .
He was admitted to a Dickin- Grassy Butte is an elementaty en%:eeramm lant, .
, mgt son hospital and charged on the  that gives families in egg]e has created a.
and max out a card, four felony theft charges when
who's scheduled for a released.
27in  He probably won't be
returned to to face local

Feb,
Beach on the North Dakota
' chmfa until his North Dakota
case is resolved.

Grassy Butté school behind, - En%r'gy e
Thet will leave only six kids at orth Dakota's, lignite has
Grassy: There'll be one each in  more water ‘ coals
second and fourth grade and+ and isJess
four in sixth grade, :
“What do we do with the
future of Grassy Butte schoolf”

n officials are payinﬁ

buzz In the industry because of
its implications both for coal and
ta, the environment. Using dried «
will mduced the tg)omn of

Division he was

Jersey and received a of

— News-Register
' . McMinnyille, Ore.)
Kids leaving
Grassy, Butte in McKenzle
Countyisla{ggahcmsmda .
miles north of Highway 200,
And 200 is a nice

Great for Great River e
The telephones to Great River
ve been buzzing and

Energy ha 8
- callers want to know more about
85, just afew * the company’s grant-winning

lan
each

scale proto

that will
three tons %mm%&*
t burns 450 tons an hour in
the two units,

Great River i8 co the

which he presented to
Hicarince, which be prosentod 0

, about 20 the lignite coal dryin{ riment at its
instead. Allstate investigators i " Coal C Smn .atUnder-
into Hill's dealings

ree

huge bollers at the power plant, wood. It also operatéo the Stan-
afier he Jeft the state. recently secured an $11 million tonStationplant. = °. .

| In Beach, Hill joined the grant — Leader-News

the Department of
2 % Dunn County HF}RALD“;'ZHEuhry 31,2003 —

COMMUNITY

black strétch to
miles

east.

It tams out that nine students.
will be traveling that

next school year, leaving the

4

-~ \

- —
L] [V

Grassy Bu \ Only six students will be attend-
’ ’:for tﬁﬁg’;ﬁm opt ing the school next yesr, but the
schoo! doean't plan to close yet, .

The McKenzie County Public
School Disteict No, 1 allowed nine
Crassy Butie students to go to the
Kilideer Public School next year.

At the school meeting last week,
the doard approved the nine applica-
tions. -

Killdeer's gain, however, is the
Gransy Butte Elementary School’s
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Types of Licenses

“Assuring highly qualified professional educators for North Dakots Stude

North Dakota Century Code Authority

A person must hold a valld North Dakota license issued by the North Dakota Eduo
Standards and Practices Board in order to be permitted or employed to teach in a
public school in this state. No teacher is entitled ‘o receive any compensation for t
time the teach:er teaches in a public school without a cense to teach which lawful
lssued and in force in the county in which the school Is taught, Prior to receiving &
salary for the first month taught in a school district, a teacher must exhibit the teac
Kcense to the business manager of the school district (NDCC 156-36-11 and NDC
38-12). Non-public schools must employ icensed teachers to be approved and in
comphiance with compulsory attendance laws. ‘

Licensure Level

Lavel | indicates that the individual still has aducational or employment requireme
meet before recelving the regular Level it §cense, or that they are not currently
maintaining contracted employment. (Further explanation is provided under tities
icensure.) *Note: Life Certificates will appesr as a Level | since they do not report
stetus thru renewals. Level | indicates that the individual stil has educational or
employment requirements to meet before receiving the regular Level Il license, or
they are not currently maintaining contracted employment. (Further explanation is
provided under titles of icensure.) ‘Note: Life Certificates wilt appear as a Level |
they do not report thelr status thru renewals. Level | Level | indicates that the Indiv
stil has educational or employment requirements to meet before receiving the reg
Level Il Ncense, or that they are not currently maintaining contracted employment.
(Further explanation is provided under tities of kcensure.) *Note: Life Ceriificates
appear as a Level | since they do not report their status thrt renewals.

Level ¥ indicates that the individual has met all of the basic requirements for a reg
North Dakota Educators’ Professional License. Full text of the rules and standerds
available from the office of the Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB).
indicates that the individual has met al of the basic requirements for a regular Nor
Dakota Educators’ Professional License. Full text of the rules and standards are
available from the office of the Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB).
Level It indicates that the individual has met afl of the basic requirements for a reg
North Dakota Educators’ Professional License. Full text of the rules and standards
available from the office of the Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB).

Lavel lil indicates that the individual has eamed advanced degrees beyond the
bachelors levet (masters, spedalist, or doctoral), or National Board for Prafession
Teaching Standards (NBPTS) advanced licensure, Level lil Level lil indicates that
individual has eamed advanced degrees beyond the bachelors level {(masters,
specialist, or doctoraf), or National Board for Pr.fessional Teaching Standards
(NBPTS) advanced ficensure. Level lll Level Il indicates that the individual has ea
advanced degrees beyond the bachelors level (masters, specialist, or doctoral), or
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) advanced licensure

Types of Educator’s Licenses and Procedures

1. 40-DAY PROVISIONAL: Issued to applicants who have been offered a job
have completed the entire appication process with the exception of the
background investigation. A letter from the achool administrator indicating t
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Types of Licenses Pagezots

desire to issue a contract without the background Investigation being compl
and a letter from the applicant indicating their criminal background history |
needed by the EEPB prior to issuing this cense.
-y Lo L o f S0

— 2. INITIAL LICENSE (TWO-YEAR): Issued to first-ime applicants who have
afl of the ND requirements for icensure but have not taught or been under
contract for 18 months. The requirements include the completed appicatio
form, offidal transcripte showing a bachelor of science degree in education,

‘ recommendation by the college of education, three signed recommendatio

completed fingerprint cards and all fees,

3. REGULAR (FIVE-YEARY): issued to Individuals who have met all of the
requirements for a ND Educator's Professional License and have successf
taught 18 months (full-ime equivalent) in the state of North Dakota. Individ
must be under contract at least thirty days of the five-year period and comp
four semester hours of re-education.

4. INTERIM/EMERGENCY (ONE-YEAR): lssued in a documented shortage a
License Is initiated by a letter from the local school administrator indicating
search for a qualfied applicant and the desire for this icense to be issued,
Requirements include the completed application as per number 2 above, a
bachelor of arts degree in a contant ases, and a plan of study from the colle
education where the applicant will complete eigit semester hours each yea
toward the teaching degree.

5. INTERIM/SUBSTITUTE (ONE-YEARY): lssued in & documented shortage a
to individuals with a bachelor of arts degree. License is initinted by local sc.
administrator Jetter and a letter from applicant indicating they will not sign a
contract and are only filling in during shortage.

6. INTERIM RECIPROCAL (TWO-YEARS): Issued to individuals who hoid a
fcense from another state but have not met the ND standards and nules. A

of study is developed for each individusl indicating the coursework needed.
individua! has a total of four years to complete all requirements,

7. RE-ENTRY (TWO.YEARS): Issued to individuals who have been out of the
teaching field for more than five years, or to out of stete applicants who hav
completed at least four semester hours of reeducation credit within the past
years. Eight semester hours of resducation is required if the applicant sign
contract during the icense period.

8. PROBATIONARY (TWO-YEARS): lssued to Individuals who have not
completed the reeducation requirements for the five yesr or reentry license,

Only one probationary Icense Is lssued,

9. MINOR EQUSVALENCY ENDORSEMENT: ME 16 or ME 24 in content are
Me 16 requires 16 semester haurs in a specific content area. ME 18 is goo
five years. Coursework to complete ME 24 must be completed within five y
petiod. This endorsement can not be used if someone wants to change fro
elementary to secondary education or vice versa, Requirements mustbe .
completed prior to entering classroom

10. MIDDLE 8CHOOL ENDORSEMENT: Educator has two years while in
. classroom to complete ten semester hours in middle school phiicsophy,
cumicutum, adolescent peychology and middle sclfool strategles and
foundations. No student teaching Is required.

11, ELEMENTARY REEDUCATION ENDORSEMENT: Educator has two year

) while [n classroom to complete requirements including five areas of elemen
methods. Five weeks of student teaching at the elementary leve is reguire

e
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Types of Licenses Page3 of 3

12. KINDERGARTEN ENDGRSEMENT: Educster has two years to complete
semester hours and student teaching while in the classroom, Ons full yesr

. experience can be used in leu of student teaching.
‘/__\\ -y p— -"rt e ""1':'
‘ 13. WAIVERS:

» FEES: Out-of stale transcript review fee walved untl substitute signs contr
Feg. malvot must be requested by school with documented shortage of
subsiitutes, .

‘e REEDUCATION CREDITS: waived If the teacher Is not under contract. On-
contract is signed, the reeducation credits arc due.

14. INTERIM/EMERGENCY CLINICAL PRACTICE PLAN OPTION: Applcant
. who have entered the profession of teaching through interim/emergency ic .
trade, industry, technical or heakh occupations interim censure; or applica
who have an elementary education degree with a transcripted minor and ar
seeking to compete the requirements for regular icansure may meet the st
teaching requirements through a supervised clinical practice option. Appiic
must meet all of the réquiremenis as outlined in ESPB Administrative Rule ;
02-04-07. Applicants must submit the completed form SEN 52888 to the off :
r ‘ of the Education Standards and Practices Board prior to beginning their cll i
practice, along with a plan outlining how they intend to complete the other :
professional education requirements for regular icensure,
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? ‘ Dec. 19, 2002

Halliday School Board
P OBox 188 -
Halliday, ND 58636

Dear Halliday School Board Members,

Attached you will find a tuition agreement form. I am asking the Halliday School Board
to pay Amy's tuition to attend the 2003-2004 school year in Killdeer School District. I am
concerned about the education that Amy may reseive in the Halliday School District next
year. With the allowed open enrollments for the school year of 2003-04, Amy maybe the
only one left in her class. Attending school in Killdeer will allow Amy more educational
opportunities, classroom interaction, and socialization, I want more classes than Halliday
can offer, I want a teacher in the classroom and not an ITV monitor. I want a teacher to
be readily available if Amy should have any questions on classroom assignments, By
being in a school system with more than one student in & class, she can be in a classroom
split into sections based on abilities and not economic restraints,

In the past, the school board has always made decisions for my family that was always in

their best educational interest. In 1999-00 you approvad a tuition-free agreement for

Ashley to Golden Valley. In Ashley's best educational interest, we agreed, and you

provided an education for Ashley that was home-based. This was in the best interest of

Ashley and the Halliday Schoo! at that time. In 2000-01 you approved open enroliment

! applications for Anthony and Ashley to Golden Valley School District.

‘ I am asking you to again put aside all personal preferences, public pressure, economic
development, and the school district finances. Look only at the best educationa! interest
of Amy, With the students allowed to open enroll next year, she may well be the only
one left in her class, For a child's emmotional welfare, they need comradeship and
competition, If they didn't, why is the school involved in and sponsoring extracurricular
activities such as FFA, and sports? Amy needs this. She is a very out going person.
Don't punish her by putting her in a class by herself, just so the Halliday School will
remain open. Don’t let her lose scholarship opportunities that she needs to prepare for
now. She doesn't have the luxury of time,

It's not fair to ask any school district to take a student tuition free, if they are providing
that education for the student. I pay taxes to educate my children and those takes should
be allowed to follow them to the school they choose. Iam either asking you to provide a
tuition paid agreement for Amy to the Killdeer School district or to approve her open -

enroliment application.
Sincerely,

?N\Me‘hénn Fso o En,

Marolynn Lesmeister ‘
Mother of Amy Lesmeister

P O Box 435 Halliday, ND 58636

701-938-4730
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Dec. 30, 2002

ND Legislative District Four
Rep. Kenton Onstad

Rep. John Wamer

Senator Ron Nichols

Dear Sirs,

We are parents who are concerned about the education that our children are receiving in
the Halliday School District. We are not saying that our children are not receiving a good
education, but attending school elsewhere would provide more educational opportunities
and more socialization for our children. Next year some of our children maybe the only
ones in their classes. We want more classes than Halliday can offer. We want teachers
in the classrooms and not a TV monitor over ITV. By having more students in the
classrooms, they can be spht into sections based on abilities and not economic restraints.
Our lower grades are all in combined classrooms. Some of our high school children are

m classes by themselves
] N ¢ ..‘.
We would like you to sponsor and ask the legislatnve councnl to write a bill dealing with
the'20% cap'on open-enrollment to other school districts. Do away with the cap. Let - ’

"ihbse of us Who want bettet educational Opportunittes for ouf children go and not be B o
stopped by the laws. v o AR
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“We hm tried reorgamzatton and ¢orisolidation with the Kﬂldeer School Dnstnct It was L e

voted down by & narrow margin.. It seems aquote from the editor of the Fargq Forum on’

' “Dec. 29, 2002 is appropriate: "Rural school patrons who resist consolidation cling to

their past rather than work'for the good future of their children and grandchildren. But if -
the goal is to provide.children with the best possaneeducat:on, rural districts would be

sé'ramblmg to find arly and all ways to tonsolidate, save money, maybe reduce taxesand - .., "%

certainly provnde better schools.”

' ~ B Lot R
We hope you wm consnder our request, We would be happy to meet wlth you somgﬂme
to discuss this further, + <% . ... , C e

& ) * .t"l 1 . o ’ ‘
Sincerely, v R R

Concerned parents in Halliday . . o R R o
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Parent's reasons for open-rollment of Halliday Students,

The number one reason; OUR CHILDREN! We want to make the choices for our
children.

More educational opportunities. A larger variety of courses to choose from,
We want teachers in the classrooms and not TV monitors,

Not all children can work from a TV monitor. They need direct teacher contact to
support and encourage them,

ITV classrooms are not directly supervised. No adult in classroom.

We want teacl;ers available afier the class is over if help is needed for homework. This is
not possible with the ITV teachers,

ITV scheduling conflicts with other class scheduling,
We do not want combined classrooms.

We want our children split into classes because of abilities and not because of economic
reasons,

We want our children to have a full day of teaching-not the half day they get with
combined teachers, They deserve a full time teacher to give them the full time attention

that they deserve.

We do not want distractions in the classroom when the other class is being taught. How
can this be possible in 8 combined classroom?

We want enough children in a classroom for activities. Classroom discussions, and
interaction, |

L]

We want our children in high school not to have to take classes alone, Where is the
classroom discussion and interaction?

We want larger classes for socialization, Some classes have only had 2 children. One
boy and one girl. Is that fair to them? Small is not necessarily always better!

We want qualified teachers who are actually teaching in their majors and have had
corresponding educational sequence classes, We now have two teachers who are not
teaching in their majors nor had educational sequence classes, They are currently

Ay
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N studying to be certified teachers, They were hired on an emergency basis just to say we
| had teachers. Is this fair to the children? ILearning on the job?

Killdeer offers 20 classes that are scheduled twice a day. This helps to eliminate class-
scheduling conflicts.

Killdeer has no ITV Classes. Each course is taught by a classroom teacher. An adult
supervises their classes at all times.

’ Killdeer's teachers are available after class is over for help if needed, not like the ITV
courses.

}

f

! Killdeer does not have combined classrooms. More classroom interaction.
; Killdeer's library is open all the time and not locked like Halliday's.

Killdeer has a much larger class course offering.

Killdeer has more varied extracurricular activities for the children to pursue outside
interests.

Killdeer has more full-time teachers.
Killdeer has a higher computer per student ratio.

Killdeer has more qualified special education teachers.

We want to make the choices for our children. We aie locking at our children's futures,
We don't want our children to feel responsible for our towns economic survival by

keeping the schools doors open,
Don't put our children in the middle of a town's conflict.

C ey
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January (5, 2003

Halliday School Board Members;

We ilave Deen concerned with the iack of curricuitim choices open 10 (e upper grades in our
school system. We hesitated to enroll our children in another school because we liked the
COVUICS uf aVing 6 Sehoul Liusd 10 Glin fione, profincd (0 sippont v ocal sehool distiici,
and hoped that somehow more choices could be offered “next year”, 1t has become clear with the
declining ctudent numbaers that our local school can no longer offer many cholces in addition to
the basic courses, and would now like to open enroll Josh with the Killdeer school district next
vear. Josh has two vears left in high school and was limited with the chnices of Vo Ag classes
offered because one of the classes would have been a repetition of last year’s class, He is now
enrolled in an accounting class thru the {TV and while this situation keeps him out of another
study hall, it does not offer him a course with a teacher in the room during the class period. ITV
can offer classes for one or two students that are not usually included in small high school
curricuiums, but they do not otter an ideai leaming situation ior all students. Some students need a
teacher in the room with them during the class time allowed and not one who is accessible only
thau & scieen,

We are 2leo concerned about the cize of Joch’s junior clace next vear and weuld prefer that he be
in a class with more than four classmates. At the present time his class of eight (total) will
decrease again next vear hy another three stadents apen enralling in another district. He has lost
two classmates in previous years to other schools, and we wouid like him to be in a larger
classroom situation. Classroom discussions and class projects are difficult enough with less than a
dozen students, and Josh’s class next year could be dow possibly to three students. A combined
classroom with older students is not necessarily a good solution either. As a freshman Josh was in
a welding class, which inciuded freshman tiiru seniors. Any high schooi teacher wiii teii you a
class with that much range in age is not an Ideal situation either.

Josh has the ability to leam easily with little effort on his part and has been on the honor roll every
quarter since seventh grade, We would like him to have the opportunity to learn with a larger base
ot classmates 1o strengthen his study skiiis, push his abiiities in the classroom for iearning, and
provide competition in learning and discussion, We hope you will allow him to open enroll in a
larger schiool systein wilch will offer miore chiolces In curriculuin and extra cuirlcular activities.

Sincerely,

Feowa Tim and  Karel Kellen
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February 1, 2003

— Halliday School Board
Halliday, ND 58636

Dear School Board Members:

Due to the restructure of the school board, you are now faced with an unenviable job. We
would like to ask you to keep in mind when making decisions that you represent all the patrons

in the district and not just those who share your ideals.
' The ND School Board’s Association, of which Halliday is a member, states:

“It is the philosophy of the NDSBA that boards and board members are first and foremost
concerned about the quality of education that the young people of North Dakota receive through
the public elementary and secondary school under their governance.”

- - ~ ey —

r Soon you will be faced with deciding the fate of the open enrollments of our children. When you
are making decisions about our children’s future, please remember that we want the best
educational opportunities for our children. We do not want our children to feel responsible for
our town’s economic survival. Don’t put our children in the middle of & town’s conflict. Your
decisions on this issue will possibly determine the future course of our community. We are

‘ asking you to please allow these children to go. To force them to stay in this district will only
1 create more hostility and tension among parents, patrons, and sadly, the students themselves.

Hasn’t the community suffered enough?

It is our parental responsibility and right to choose what is best for our children. We want more!
Our children deserve all of the advantages that a Iarger school environment can offer. Enough
students in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects, to strengthen their study
skills, provide competition in learning and push their abilities for learning in the classroom,

They want and deserve more social interaction than they are getting,

By approving all of the filed open enroliments, this school! does not have to close, as there are
ample reserves on hand, This will allow those that want to stay, the right to stay and those that

want to go, the right to go.

Sincerely,

Parents of open enrolled students
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vear Leglslators:

1 am writing in regards to the House Bill 1361 that will be presented on removing the 20
percent cap on open enroliments for children to another school district. | am a parent with
children In the Halliday School district, and currently there are 37 students from our district
open enrolled to another district for the 2003-2004 school year. My children are In the 20
percent that wlill be allowed to go, but there are 18 other students that did not make the 20
percent. Just llke myself these parents would llke the right to send there children to another
school. As you may know, a consolidation plan was developed between the Halliday School
District and the Kiildeer School District, but in November of 2002, the plan was defeated In a
speclal election by a very narrow margin of 11 Votes. Of the voters that voted In the election
the vast majority did not have children attending school. From the number of children opened
enrolled, you can see that the majority of parents with children in the Halliday School supported
the consolldation.

If parents want to send there children to another school where there children will have more
opportunities, | believe that they should be allowed to do this. The Board members of the
School should not have the burden of making the declsion on who should be allowed to leave and
who should have to stay back. We can not hold our chlidren to our school just to save the town.
Our children’s education should be our number one priority. | would also like my children to be

~Yle to attend a school where there Is positive attitude among all the school board members.

ecently at a speclal schoo! board meeting that | attended, one of the new schoo! board members
addressed some of the patrons, including myself, on how we needed to grow up and quit acting
like bables, and how stupld we were, 1 was appalled at the comments of this school board
member, From the actlons at that meeting | feel the new appointed board will not consider
letting those students that did not make the 20 percent go. It should be every parents right to
send there children to whatever school district they may choose.

Thank you for considering this bill, our children’s educational future depends on its out come.

Sincerely

FLstolk
Sandra Rohde
Halliday ND
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N Rae Ann Kelsch, Chairman February 2, 2003
ND House Education Committee

RE: House Bill 1361

Ms, Kelsch

We are testifying in favor of HB 1361. Our district recently went through a
reorganization vote that was defeated by a narrow margin, The opposition chose

economic development over the future educational needs of our students. Patrons
supporting the reorganization plan did so out of concern in some of the following areas:

Increasing difficulty in recruiting and retaining qualified teachers

Declining enrollment (We currently have a K-12 enrollment of 76)

More educational opportunities for our students

Larger class sizes with single classroom settings allowing more student interaction,
classroom discussion and competition (Grade school classes are now combined)
5. Lower mill levy thus reducing school taxes

TTT W T wm vwemy e

BN =

As parents we felt, and still do, the reorganization would provide all of these advantages,
therefore we have open enrolled our child to a district that can provide these
opportunities, Unfortunately, she and several others are above the 20% cap and would
need board approval to leave. At this time we do not feel the board wull approve the
balance of open enrollments. We feel it is a parent's decision, not the school board's, to

| decide what is in our child's best interest. We strongly urge you to approve HB 1361 so
our children will not have to stay in a district that promotes economic development over

educational needs.

Sincerel%‘: U

@(m{a lum
Tim and Roberta Wasem
8730 1st St. SW
Halliday ND 58636
(701) 938-4376
email@wasemrch@pop.ctctel.com
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February 2, 2003

Dear Legislators,

I am asking that you approve the bill to allow more than the 20% of students in a school
district to open enroll.

I am from Halliday, and as you probably all know, we have been through quite a lot of
turmoil. A plan was put together that would have secured the future for our school
district for quite some time. Due to many circumstances, the plan did not pass in our
district, However, out of the 77 students that we began the school year with, 37 of those
have now filed for open enroliment, that does not include the six seniors that are
graduating and the fact that we have no kindergarten students coming in next year, The
other factor that we have is that a number of our students come from Twin Buttes. Many
of those have also indicated they plan to go elsewhere next year which will lower the
enroliment even more. The plan did not pass in the community, but as you can see from
the number of open enroliments, it is what the majority of the parents wanted for their

children.

As the population declines in these rural areas, we are faced with this fact that parents are
not allowed to decide what is best for their children. The consolidation vote had a arge
turn-out of voters however, very few of those voters actually had children in school or

were directly effected by the outcome.

We cannot expect the school to keep the town alive. We cannot put that burden on the
children and expect them to be prepared educationally and socially to go off to college if
they do not have the variety of classes to choose from and are forced into classes they are

not interested in just to put them somewhere,

1 also feel, as a past board member, that is it a huge burden to place on the board to have
to make a decision of who gets to go and who doesn’t. My children are fortunate enough
to have made the 20%, but is it fair to tell those who didn’t, who want to go for the same
reasons I do, that they cannot because they did not rush in soon enough to sign up?

I ask again, that you please pass this bill, our children’s futures do not have time to wait,
they only have four years of high school to prepare th=m for their futures and with the
laws that are being implemented such as the No Child Left Behind Act, we cannot afford
to not give those who want more for their children the opportunities they deserve. Ifa
family is willing to make the sacrifices to go to another school, that should be their

choice.
Thank you.
a'ncereli,

Amy Fercbee
Halliday, ND
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-lem facing the school district:
There's a pending exodus of as
much as 40 percent of the
school's 77 students. ;
Prior to the election, the par-
.ents ‘'of 21 Halliday students
submitted open enroﬂmmez‘xtt
their children attend the
Killdeer School. The parents of
10 more students have since
indicated that they want to
switch schools, said Bogers.
; Also, a numbeér of Twin
Buttes studentd that attend

" ciasses-in Halliday are report-

edly considering going, to
school elsewhere next year
At a Dec. 11 Halliday board
ing; resident Clayton Neu-
rohy, speaking for a group of

the school’s future. |

But the merger plan had
been the best option, according
to board membars such as
Bogers.

“In my heart, I don’t feel ke
going back to the drawing
board,” Bogers said, while

couldn't work for the district,
and if thay sent their children to

ettt mathar—— -
41 ‘”_'
. uuu
In my heart, I dor’t feel like going back to the
drawing board.
- Nancy Bogers
~ Former Halliday Schooi Board member -
Killdeer . ‘ Ferebee. “Your job i to protect
Halliday wil! iose state finan- the district and to represent the
cial aid for every student that patrans, and so we just couldn’t
goes to Killdeer, therefore dam- Win either way. [ feel all stu-

aging Halliday's finances.
According to open enrollment
imits set by state [aw, it
appears the Halliday board will
have to allow the departure of
at least 19 students who sre

‘named in the first set of appli-

cations. The other applications
can be rejected by the board.
But doing so would bhave
placed board members such as
Ferebee in an odd situation. “1
can’t be invoived in eurriculom
planning when my own kids are
openmﬂed.‘ " gaid Ferebee.
- 1If board members rejected
the additional applications,
then they would be going
against the wishes of many par-
ents. If the applications were
the board would be
putting the district’s finances in

pending. peril

“If I et them out it would be
detrimentai for the school dis-
trict - it would destroy the
Bchool district,” explained

dents who want to leave the
schoal shotild be allowed ...*

Ferebee said she didn’t recail

hearing any school patren say

that the Halliday children
weren't receiving a good educa-
tion. But aftending school in
Killdeer would provide more
educational opportunities and
mare sociglization, she said. “I
have & son who is in a class with
one classmate. I just wanted
more for him.”

Frafford opposed the merger
plan because she said it lacked
detgils regarding what would
happen to the Halliday dis-
trict’s buildings in the event of a
consolidation. Opponents- also
feared the consolidated dis-
trict’s board would close the
Halliday School.

The loss of students won't
cause the closure of the Halli-
day School, Frafford said.

“We'll still bave a viable dis-
trict for (next) year,” said Fraf-

ford. The district expects to : -
have about $400,000 in interim
and reserve funds which canbe -

used to keep the school operat-
ing. .
“We hate t6 see ,
leave,” Frafford said of her for-
mer board members. “I feel we

should have been able to sit ..

down at the table and discuss
this more.”

The two board members who

are appainted by the State
Board of Public School Educa-
tion may have the positiong

. only for a short time. -

Once the Halliday board hag
a quorum, the membess who
were appointed by-the state
board have to resign, according
to North Dakota law. The Halli-
day board would theh fill those
vacancies through appoint-
ments or ‘with a special elec-
tion. .

Dawn mﬁ, a

and Halliday city’s a'udicor..:'

wonders if the state board will
be able to find any unbiased
appointees. “I don't know if you

could find someone like that |

bere,” she said.

Discussions regarding “the
future of Halliday’s school and
the merger have been swirling
for about a year -

“The more it goés on the
more hard feelings there are,”
said Marquardt. ““It's really
torn the community apart.”.

- Schaper couldn’t be reached
for comment. .
3

!

.

it 4 -J:‘.g
s

4



A - R

' '\‘m//

House Education Committee
February 3, 2003

I am writing to ask for your support for HB1361 and to applaud those that are sponsoring this
bill. Tam from the community of Halliday and as you all know our community voted down a
reorganization plan with the Killdeer School District this past November. 1 was a member of the
Halliday School Board until my resignation on 12/20/02, It was with very mixed emotions that I
resigned. Ibelieved very strongly in the consolidation plan that had been worked on and truly
believed we were doing what would have benefited the students first and foremost. I felt that I
as a board member could not do anything more proactive for the district and when pressured to
choose between my duties as a board member and my role as a parent, I chose my role as a
parent.

I witnessed with horror as one of the newly appointed school board members lashed out at a
special meeting on 1/29/03 to the parents wno have open enrolled by calling their actions (filing
open enrollments) stupid and idiotic. He went on to say that this is a democracy and those who
lost need to accept it and not stomp their feet and act like spoiled brats. Most of the open
enrollments had been filed long before the consolidation vote ever took place. These were not
filed in retaliation to the defeat of the plan; however they were filed because the parents felt so
strongly about their children’s rights to receive more opportunities. I do not believe the original
intent behind the present law Section 15.1-31-02 was to force students to stay in a school that
does not provide them with the choices they are entitled to. Yes this is a democracy.....and those
parents should have the right to decide what is in the best interest of their child. By repealing
this section of the NDCC you will be allowing parents to exercise that right. Ne child should be
held hostage within a school district to ensure its school stays open or for the economic benefit

of a community.

I am privileged to be a parent to 3 children. One son recently finished college, a daughter that
will graduate in May and a son that is a freshman this year, They are all good students, but have
not had the opportunities they should have. Our school did not have Vo-Ag for 2 years when my
oldest son was in school and as a result he was stuck in some other classes that he had no interest
in. This was not fair to him or to the students that did want to be in there. As a junior my
daughter FINALLY was able to take an entry level computer literacy class as we did not have a
technology teacher when she was a freshman and a required course was scheduled at the same
time as computer literacy when she was a sophomore. We now had a Vo-Ag teacher so she
ended up having to take that to fill her course load. She is going to attend Minot State University
next year to pursue a degree in Communication Disorders and did not need to learn how to weld,
wire outlets, plumb, etc. She needed the computer courses or other courses more suited to her
field. 1feel the time is right for my son who is a freshman to open enroll to Killdeer so that he
will not have to face what my other 2 children did. He is within the 20%; however, it does not
deter my feelings about the rights of all parents to decide where their children attend school and

their children’s right to receive the best education possible.

I strongly urge you to support this bill and I thank you for your time.

Nancy Bogers 50
Halliday, ND
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Feb. 3, 2003
ND House Education Committee Hearings
ND State, Capitol

"""\‘

To ND Education Committee Members; )

Good Morning, my name is Marolynn Lesmeister of Halliday. I would like to thank you
for giving me this opportunity to speak on behalf of my daughter Amy and 36 other open-
enrolled children from the Halliday School District.

I am requesting you to vote favorably for bill 1361 to drop the 20% ceiling on open
enrollments allowed by a local school board. Please allow us as parents the right to hold
our own children's educational futures in our hands where it belongs. Let us be allowed
to give them the same opportunities that childven at larger schools receive. Yes, it does
mean more time on the school bus, but we are willing to make that sacrifice. We want a
wider variety of class offerings, to be able to choose classes that fit our children's future
goals and not just to take a class because there simply is no other choice. We want
teachers in the classrooms and not ITV monitors. To have teachers readily available for
homework and not to have to wait for an e-mail or make a long distant phone call when
help is needed. We do not want combined classrcoms in which 2 grades share the same
teacher. They deserve a full time education with minimal distractions. We want our
children in classes based on their abilities and not economic restraints and class size
numbers. Enough children in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects,
provide competition in learning , and push their abilities for learning in the classroom.
You can not do this with 1 or 2 students in a classroom. My daughter is a senior in high
school this year, She has been taking three classes by herself - one independent study,
one ITV, and one math class by herself. I don't want my other daughter who is a
freshman this year to have to go through the same thing. She has open-enrolled to a
larger school, but is not in the 20% allowed to go. She may be the only one left in her

class next year if not allowed to go.

Right now we are seeing many of our children entering into college. We see how some
of our children are struggling at the college level. They are limited in lab areas and
courses such as advanced sciences and maths. Adjusting to classes with 100 or more
students is very difficult after being in a class of 4 or 5. Getting an A in a class of 5 is
much easier than a class of 30. I know this for a fact, as my son is in college right now
and so are many of my friend's children.

We want teachers who have level II or I licenses and not ones with emergency licenses
who are learning ori the job while they are teaching our children, because there are no
other teachers available. Just because someone has the content courses does not make
him or her a teacher. The new Leave No Child Behind Act is going to make this very

difficuit, .
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Our children are being put in the middle of small town's economic conflict. Saying a
school consolidation may take away jobs, businesses would close, and the town would
die. Is it fair to make our children feel responsible for a town's economic survival and
sacrifice the educational opportunities that they deserve?

At the present time my daughter's education is iti the hands of a school board who had a
member state that the actions of the parents of open enrolled school children are stupid
and idiotic, acting like little kids stomping their feet because they didn't get what they
wanted. This may not be an exact quote, but the meaning is there. He was referring to
the failure of the Halliday/Killdeer reorganization plan in Nov. and the parents who had
open enrolled as a result. Killdeer overwhelming voted to accept ihe plan by 84% and in
Halliday it was narrowly defeated by 11 votes. Of the 327 votes in Halliday, only 72
people who voted actually had children in the Halliday School. Now out of 75 children
37 have open enrolled and that does not include those open enrolled from the Twin
Buttes School District, who do not have a high school to attend in their district. We have
6 students graduating and no kindergartners next year. Maybe we should be listening to
the parents with children in school and not the entire community.

I know that open enrollments cost dollars to school districts. There must be a way to
make districts'more equitable in funding other than forcing a child to stay where he
doesn't want to be. Right now more than one third of our state's schools have
enrollments of less than 100. Fewer districts would reduce administrative expenses,
allowing more money to expand curriculums and hire more teachers. Are these small
districts really in the best interest of the children? Some parent's may like small schools,
others may prefer home schooling, but please doesn't force restrictions on those of us that
don't. Let us make the choice for our children. Don't force them to stay in a school
where they don't want to be. Qur children have personally requested this from us,

We have 37 open enrolled children. Nineteen will be allowed to go because they
happened to be the Ist in line. Is that fair?

By lifting the 20% ceiling, the schools will not have to close, as in a consolidation,
Those that want to stay can, and those that want to leave will have the right to go.

Now remember you are placing my daughter's and that of 36 other open enrolled children
into the hands of a school board member who stated that our wanting the best educational

opportunities for our children is idiotic and stupid.

Please vote yes on House Bill 1361 to drop the 20% ceiling on open enrollments. We
need this law in effect as soon as possible under emergency legislation to help our
children this year. It is our parental right and responsibility to choose what is best for our .

children's future. Thank You.,
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February 8, 2003

Madam Chairman, and Committee Members:

Unfortunately we were unable to aftend the hearing on House Bill 1361. Still, we would
like to express our testimony against this bill,

We are in complete opposition to removing the 20 % cap on open enrollment, or any
amendment attached to it. For obvious reason it WILL damage our district ag well as
many small districts throughout the state.

The 20 % cap was made law to protect a district from being closed through open
~arollment . This was told to us personally by Tom Decker. Patrons of Halliday voted NO

pecause they were if opposrtlon to the way the consohdahon plan was wrltten In effect,

ay way. This bill also appears tobe vexy shﬂmg to local school boards
who will be trying to make decisions in the best interest of their entire district.

We have an excellent school in Halliday and are proud of our children as well as all the
children who attend our school, We are an approved and accredited facility.

1t is sad that one schools failed consolidation plan is used as an example to change a vital
law such as this,

Please leave the 20% cap on open enrollment as it is, with no changes or amendments
added to the current law. It iz one of the few protections that small schools and school

districts have.

W //vuu
Patrick and'Cheryl Klee

Halliday, ND
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Testimony of Lynnette Frafford
HOUSE BILL NOQ. 1361

March 17, 2003

«A\

. Chairman Layton Freborg, and Senate Education Committee members:

My name is Lynnette Frafford, School Board President and parent from Halliday, ND., and I am
providing testimony against House Bill No. 1361.

I find it hard to believe that due to a reorganization vote not passing, a bill could be introduced to
change a law because of the agenda of a few people. I am opposed to House Bill 1361 as it undermines
the decision of the voters, which consisted of all taxpayers in the district. It also penalizes current
school board members and what they have to work with, even though there may have been other board
members on at the time of the reorganization vote. This bill is narrow, targeting one issue because of
one situation. Common sense needs to come to the forefront, and we need to look at the havoc this
would cause for all future reorganization plans, This bill would mean that it doesn’t make any
difference what taxpaying patrons believe, as their vote wouldn’t count. When did our state come to
this conclusion? The change needs to come in the criteria for reorganization, but that’s another issue

which I won’t even address for now.

We, the school board at Halliday, did not approve open enrollment applications over the 20% cap
because we felt the law on open enrollment is a good law and it has certain safeguards built into it. It
allows districts the time to plan for a certain number of students leaving, or entering a district, when
they are working on finances and plans for their districts. Imagine the confusion if you lift the cap.

However, there are other avenues for students to move from district to district. There are No
. Charge agreements, and we as a board did approve No Charge agreements, (or Tuition Waiver
agreements as some call them), which a neighboring district had signed, for the remaining
students above the 20% cap. So, the issue has been taken care of. Other avenues are District Paid
Tuition agreements, or Parent Paid Tuition agreements. The legislature has been protective of local
control for School Boards, and most school boards will make decisions based on their area and most of
the time the issue will take care of itself, rather than changing a law that could prove detrimental for

other schools in the state.

Contrary to testimony that was given in the House, I need to leave you with correct information, about
our school in Halliday. Halliday is an accredited and approved school and always has been. Our CTBS
scores are as high, or higher than National and State averages. We offer a core curriculum, and electives,
and they are taught by qualified certified teachers. We support our teachers, and did give them the monies
that the state allocated for teachers salaries two years ago. We were futuristic in joining the Great
Western Interactive Video Network several years ago, which is a boon for districts that have it, as it offers
more choice for extra curricular courses, than districts around us can. Through ITV students can take
extra curricular classes offered by Bismarck Public Schools and other schools. Halliday Public School
District has great students, parents, and taxpayers that believe in our school and want to continue to
educate our children in Halliday, rather than put them on buses for up to three hours per day, as it would
be for some students. The district is financially sound, and the board plans to be involved and responsible.

' As a parent and Halliday School Board President, I urge a DO NOT PASS on House Bill No. 1361.

Are there any questions?
Thank you.
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House Bill 1361 Testimony
Shaun Klce and Quintana Biffert

far Mr, Chairman and Committee Members:

This testimony is that of Shaun Klee, a seventh grader at Halliday Public School, and my
friend, Quintana Biffert, a fourth grader at Halliday Public School. Both of us were going
to try to be here today, but unfortunately, I cannot. Quintana is representing both of us
and we are both opposed to HB 1361, '

Quintana and T were both present at the House vote on House Bill 1361 on February 17,
2003. 1 was a guest of Representative Kenton Onstad, and Quintana was a guest of

Representative Frank Wald,

Quintana and [ thought the debate on the bills werce healthy until statements made by a
Representative in reference to House Bill 1361,

This Representative said that “the students of the Halliday Public School unfortunately
were not getting a good education,” and also used Halliday as a pawn to get this bill to

pass.

We were both shocked and hurt! How could this Representative make statements about a
city and a school that this person has never been to nor probably will never go to?

We both like the smaller classrooms and the individual attention afforded to each student,
and believe small school districts and small schools should be given the same
consideration as the larger ones. Thank-you.

SN/ 65
Qﬁr\)ntﬂwpagﬂf

Shaun Klee Quintana Biffert
701-938-4718 701-938-4341
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TN HOUSE BILL 1361 TESTIMONY

MR. CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

We are writing this testirnony in opposition to House Bill 1361, In passing this bill it
would ultimately be taking away control of all school boards. It also eliminates the
rights of voters who taay or may not be in favor of a censolidation.

Should not one tax payers voting opinion be worth as much as anyone elge's? Whether you
are from a large school district or a small one you should have the same rights as anyone
else.

We have heard different Representatives state thut "the people of Halliday should not hold
their children hostage to the community”. To us this is a ridiculous statement, because the
children who live in Halliday do not view themselves as being held hostage! It is our

opinion that it is a select group of parents who feel this way.

The 20% cap was put in the North Dakota Century Code {o protect all school districts from

N being forced to close at any particular time through open enrollment. This should notbe
. any different for 2 school district if a consolidation fails,

Poople should have an aption to vote either for or against a consolidation. If the plan is not
put forth to the public to meet every aspect of the consolidation process then the voters
should have {he right to say no towards the plan as we did in Halliday., Voters in any one
district should not be penalized for the fauits of those who do not take the time to check into
things before they are finalized. Consolidations may or may not be good for any one school
district, but those who are in charge of the process shiould take into consideration time and
concerns of everyone in the districts.

Pleass remember that we five in a place where we have the right to vote either yes orno on
any one issue that is put before the voters. So we urge you not to pass House Eill 1361,

Patrick Klee HF Flew
S Gt

.
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Testimony of Jonas and Debra Biffert

~ | House Bill 1361

March 17, 2603

Mr. Chairman, Senate Education Members: My name is Debi Biffert. I live in rural
Halliday and here to testify in behalf of my husband and myself against House Bill 1361
that would remove the twenty percent enrolimicent cap for school districts.

For the past few weeks, Halliday has received unwarranted negative publicity regarding a
failed proposed consolidation plan developed between the Halliday and Killdeer School
districts. The vote in November reflected that the majority wanted Halliday School to
remain as is. We wanted our school to share resources with 2 schools in close proximity,
rather than consolidate with a school 22 miles from Halliday.

When the plan failed, proponents began contacting patrons, convincing them to open
; enroll by telling them there would be no school in Halliday. Or, they told them, with this
I , many students open enrolling, your child will be the only one in his/her class. Scare
tactics were and continue to be used to get their way simply because they could not accept
the vote. We know this was happening because many who had been approached told us of

the comments said to them,

N
. Proponents of this bill have said that Halliday is not offering the required curricula. False,
We offer all that any school district offers to their students, except Faraily and Consumer
Science (FCS). We are an approved and aceredited school and could offer FCS by sharing
services with other schools, HB 1361 came into existence due {0 a few who are angered
over the failed vote, not because the quality of education in Halliday is poor.

Should this bill pass, it allows opportunity for anyone with an ax to grind to try to close a
school. I don’t believe the legislature nor this committee is in favor of hampering all ND
schools and pass a bill based on our situation in Halliday.

Contrary to what you have been told, we are not trying to place the burden of keeping a
school and community on the students. It’s just common sense that economic
development and closure of schools do not go hand in hand. Besice the fact that we
provide a good education, if this bill passes, then we lose sight of the future and the
possibility of those moving to our community. People will not move to a community

where there is no school.

' Proponents have said, "We cannot expect the school to keep the town alive. We cannot
put that burden on the children and expect them to be prepared educationally and socially
to go to college if they do not have the variety of classes to choose from and are forced
into classes they are not interested in just to put them somewhere,"
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To counter this, we submit to you that if there was so much dissatisfaction with the

. availability of classes, why did these parents not go to their elected school board? Why

didn't they choose to work with the administration regarding available classes rather than
Jook to censolidation as an out? The individual who made the above statement in written
testimony is a former school board member with open enrollzd children, who resigned in
December 2002. That member was someone with the ability to make changes.

Early in January and February of 2002, three out the five former board members filed
open enroliment papers for their children, yet remained on the board. In November 2002,
it was suggested to them that they resign if they felt that it would be a conflict of interest
to work for the school and community. Four of the five school board members resigned

on December 20, 2002.

Is this what we truly want to teach 1o our students as well as demonstrate to the state of
North Dakota, that if we do not get our way, then out of spite or because we don't like
certain individuals that we run away from our problems rather than face them and find a
fair solution?

Our new school board is working hard to salvage this school and community, to bring

back the positive, to raise the morale of the staff and patrons, and to continue to provide a
' quality education to those who wish to remain in Halliday. However, if this bill passes,

then we lose our local control and the state is then dictating what a school can and cannot

do.

. Passage of HB 1361 with the current amendment penalizes a district considering

consolidation in the future, if the majority vote no on a proposed consolidation plan. Why
tell a district to develop a plan, take it to a voie of the people, and then allow all who
wish, to open enroll if it fails? Where is the democracy in this bili? If the locals don't like

certain components of a plan and wish to vote it down, the vote should stand. Passage of
HB 1361 undermines the will of the people.

Had the consolidation plan passed, our elementary school was 1o have remained open for
three years. Just about every parent who has open enrolled since the vote failed, seemed
perfectly content to leave their child in the clementary with the proposed consolidation
plan, However, since it failed, it appears our elementary is not good enough for their
child. We have the same good teachers after the vote as we did before the vote. Nothing

has changed. It is just sour grapes.

We have a group in Fla..day working hard to bring tourism dollars here in the next few
years in relation to Lewis and Clark. While we struggle to bring people to the south shore
of Lake Sakakawes, it appears we have those who are also working hard to close our

schools.

We respectfully request that you allow our new board to work towards keeping our school
open, rather than passing this bill and allowing those with an agenda to close a viable
‘ school. We need a school between Killdeer and Beulah,

RN .
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! ' In conclusion, it is no longer necessary to pass this bill based on "No Child Left Behind"
. (NCLB) Act. In recent news veports, a halt has been put on NCLB by Sen. Dorgan until
changes are made in the guidelines for schools and teachers, and money is given for the

project.

Talk to those in our community who can give you a positive report on our school. We
respectfully ask that you recommend a "Do Not Pass" on HB 1361, Thank-you.

' "“HJ
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HB 1361 Testimony

Mr. Chairman and Senate Education Committee Members,

We as residents and patrons of the Halliday School District sre opposed to House Bill
1361 because:

Contrary to media reports and Tom Decker with DPI, this bill is not the ultimate form of
local control, In reality, it actually usurps the control of our local school board.

It allows those with an agenda to undermine the local school board and taxpayers’ wishes.
Parents have always had the right to a say in the education of their children in Halliday. In ;
addition, our students have the same opportunity for a high quality education as any :
school in this state,

The only elective we do not have is “Family and Consumer Science”. The absence of this
elective could easily be remedied by sharing services with other schools through the
“Joint Powers Agreement”.

. Halliday School is an approved and accredited school that offers 35 subjects which
includes the core curricula.

Many of the small schools inn ow stute would be affected by this bill to the point of
possibly having to close,

We the undersigned urge a “DQ NOT PASS” for HB 1361 or any amended version of
same bill.

Thank-you.
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. February 24, 2003 % W ?,(/L&éu—/

TN Dear Senator;

We are asking for your support of HB 1361. This bill would remove the 20% open enrollment cap for a
district that went through a reorganization vote and the vote failed, thereby allowing parents the right to
send their childien elsewhere.

We are from the town of Halliday and things are a real mess here. Last November, an election was lield
on whether to consolidate our school with Killdeer, our neighbor to the west. The vote was defeated by a
mere 1] votes. 158 — 169. Of the total 327 votes, only 72 actually represented parents with children in

the school system,

The main drive behind the opposition to the reorganization was the economic impact this could have on
the community. 158 voters went to the polls with one main focus - the educational benefit to the student
with the financial benefit to the taxpayers. We live in a democratic society and while there were
questions surrounding the Jogality of ail the absentee ballots, the voters accepted the final vote. The
parents however, are now asking to be allowed to have their children attend the Killdeer Public School by
filing open enroliments. The vast majority of these open enrollments had been filed long before the vote
ever took place. The 20% cap had already been met by 3/8/02, 8 whole months prior to the clection,
Early on, it was evident the opposition would work diligently to defeat the consolidation and parents
signed up early to guarantee their children would receive more opportunities. Following the vote, there
were 15 open enroliments filed by parents who were convinced the reorganization plan would pass. After
the plan failed, they too realized their only option for their children to receive more educational

‘ opportunities was through the open enroliment process.

The N.D.C.C. has a provision for students if a reorganization vote is successful; however, there are none
if a reorganization vote fails. This bill would provide equity to all students involved in a reorganization ~
pass or fail, all students would have the same opportunity to attend a school of their choosing. This bill is
not only about open enrollments, but a parent’s right to decide what is in the best educational interest for

their children.
It may seem like HB 1361 is focusing only on Halliday. But, as the enrollments continue to decline in

other North Dakota schools, many more may be faced with this same dilemma. By passing this bill, a lot
of heartache can be avoided for others, Unfortunately for Halliday, things may never be the same.

Thank you for your consideration on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

Dt \ Rogara .
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Halliday School Board Election Facts from June 1998 to Nov. 2002

June 9, 1998
4 people filed for 2 positions
219 voters

June 8, 1999
3 people filed for 2 positions
168 voters

June 6, 2000
1 person filed
38 voters

June 2001
4 people filed for 2 positions
154 voters

June 11, 2002
3 people filed for 2 positions
227 voters

Nov 12, 2002

Special Reorganization Election
327 voters \ 158 for \ 169 against
Of these actual voters only 72 that voted actually had children in school.
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N March 17, 2003
ND Senate Education Committee Hearing
House Bill 1361

To ND Senate Education Committee Members:

Good Morning, my name is Marolynn Lesmeister. I would like to thank you for giving
me the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of 39 students and their parents from

Halliday.

We feel very strongly about our children's education. We want them to be able to have
equal opportunities at the best education that she/he can, Not to have this right taken
away because of economics, demographics, and population loss. We don't want them to
feel responsible for a town's economic survival and sacrifice the educational
opportunities that they deserve. '

We want the right to choose our children's futures. Not to have their futures in the hands
of a school board only concerned about keeping a school open as long as possible, even if
it is not offering what the children really need. Let us be allowed to give them the same
opportunities that the larger schools offer. Yes it does mean more time on the school bus,
but we are willing to make this sacrifice. We want a wider variety of classes. To be able

. choose classes that fit our children's future goals and not just to take a class because there

simply is no other choice. We want teachers in the classrooms and not TV monitors, we
don't want combined classrooms in which two grades have to share one teacher. They
deserve a full time education with minimal distractions. We want our children in
classrooms based on their abilities and not economic restraints and class size. Enough
children in a classroom for discussion and interaction to do projects, provide competition
for learning, and push their abilities for learning in the classroom. You can not do this
with one or two students in a classroom. Right now we are seeing many of our children
entering into college. We see how some of our children are struggling at the college
level, They are limited in lab areas and courses such as advanced sciences and math's,

Our district recently went through a reorganization that failed by a narrow margin. Of the
327 votes only 72 people actually had children in school. The opposition choose
economic development over the future educational needs of our children. Patrons who

supported the reorganization did so out of concern for the following reasons:

1. Increasing difficulty in recruiting and retaining qualified teachers
2. Declining enrollment
3. More educational opportunities for our children
4. Larger class sizes with single classroom settings allowing more student interaction
5. Lower mill levy thus reducing school taxes
. As parents we felt and still do, the reorganization would have provided all these

advantages. Maybe we should be listening to the parents with children in school and not
. the entire community.

C-

oductions of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for microfilming ard

. { this film are aceurate repr t
Lﬁ?é"???ﬁ:@“?ﬁ'th":ﬂﬁﬂtiﬂ course of business. Tth;hotograph‘c process meets standards of the Amerfcan Nat{onal Standards Jnstitute
(ANS1) for archival microffim. NOTICE: If the filmed image above is less lvgible than this Notice, it is due to the quality of the ; T

r@; RE

d being £iimed.
—— MM—%) Wwialox
Operator’s Signature Date




g&ﬂm

-

¢« micrographic |
mremﬂlmd ':'r‘\ the regular course of business. The photographic process meets sta

(ANS1) for archfval mfcrofiim. HNOTICE:

NDCC 15.1-31-07 states: If a student as a result of a school district dissolution or
reorganization, resides in a district other than the one the student chooses to attend at the
time of the dissolution or reorganization, the student is not subject to the provisions of
this chapter and may attend school in the chosen school district.

To make this equal to all students, if a reorganization fails, then they also should have
this same opportunity to choose which school they want to go to.

I know that open enrollments and tuition-free agreements cost dollars to schoo] districts,
There must be a way to make districts more equitable in funding other than forcing a
child to stay where he doesn't want to be. Some parent's may like small schools, others
may prefer home schooling, but please don’t force restrictions on those of us that don't.
Let us make the choice for our children. Don't force them to stay in a school where they
don't wanttobe. T o R

I know of other districts having to make tough decisions in the near future. Please don't
let happen to other communities what has happened in Halliday. Families, churches, and
businesses have been torn apart by this close failed reorganization vote. In our opinion,
Halliday will never be the same again.

Thank you for considering a yes vote on HB1361.
J‘\‘\_ - AR AN &aﬁ ™A @ \.

Marolynn Lesmeister

P O Box 435 - 90 3" Ave SE
Halliday, ND 58636
701-938-4730
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