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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINU1 ES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. HCR 3042 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committe~ 

Hearing Date February 11, 2003 

Ta eNumber ~ideA SideB ----------- Meter# 
2 X 5.8 - 9.4 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes 

Rep. Ruby appeared in support of this bill stating this deals with the ability of this area to 

receive a grant for dealing with povaty issues and planning sessions. 

Rep. Weisz asked if he knew who NW Venture Communities is? Answer: Yes, a partnership of 

the counties of Bottineau, Burke, McHenry, McLean, Mountrail, Pierce, Renville, and VI ard and 

the Three Affiliated Tribes, 

lle.p, Niemeier asked if this was operational now? Answer: Yes 

No opposition. Hearing closed. 

Rm. Porter made a motion for DO PASS as AMENDED and Placed on the Consent Calendar, 

second by Rep. Potter. 

Sen, O'~onnell appeared and stressed his support. 

R<m, Prme appeared as prime sponsor stating NW Venture Community has an opportunity to get 

a grant and asked for support and that their goal is to improve financial situation. 
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House Human Service3 Com,nittee 
Bill/Resolution Hwnber HCR 3042 
Heanng Date February 11, 200J 

VOTE: 12 - 0 - 1 Rep. Price will carry the bill. 
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BILii/RESOLUTION NO. HB-llN 3() <..{, Z... 

House HUMAN SERVICES 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Representatives 
Rep. Clara Sue Price • Chair 
Rep. Bill Devlin, Vice-Chair 
R~. Robin Weisz 
Rep. Vonnie Pietsch 
Rep. Gerald Ui:dem 
Rep, Chet Pollert 
Ret>. Todd Porter -
Ren. G~ Kreidt 
Rep. Alon Wiela_!!d 
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Rep. Sally Sandvig 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 11, 2003 11 :30 a.m. Module No: HR-26-2252 

Carrier: Price 
Insert LC: . Title: . 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HCA 3042: Human Services Committee (Rep. Price, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 

and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (12 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT 
AND NOT VOTING). HOR 3042 was placed on the Tenth order on the calendar. 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. HCR 3042 

Senate Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March 19, 2003 

Tape Number Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 602-1200 

-
Committee Clerk Shmature ~"'-~ ... '"-'- ,. .J. ( '- " ,. '\._ '- '.l \. '- t t' \. r 

\.'::, \~ \ 
Minutes: 

, ~ Senator J. Lee (mtr #602) - Opened the hearing on HCR3042, All committee members are 

present. This is a resolution expressing the Legislative Assembly's support and endorsement for 

the Northwest Venture Communities, Inc. project to reduce poverty and improve the quality of 

life in North Dakota. 

Representative Clara Sue Price (mtr #641) - Introduced the resolution. Explained that 

organization was newly fonned in 2002, is a grass roots organization. There is not another 

competition with other communities, because it pertains only to this region. Went over the dollar 

amount involved and the impact to ND if this site is chosen. 

Jim Vitko, Project Coordinator for Northwest Venture Communities (mtr #820) • Testified in 

support ofHCR3042. Northwest Venture Communities (NVCI) is an organization that was 

fonned about a year ago. Is developing a 10-year strategic plan to reduce poverty and improve 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HCRJ042 
Hearing Date March 19, 2003 

the quality of life in an eight county area of ND. Written testimony and summary sheet is 

attached. Urges committee support. 

Senator J. Lee (mtr #I 090) - Give no further testimony or questions, closed the hearing on 

HCR3042. 

Senator Polovitz moves a Do Pass. Second by Senator Erbele. 

Roll call vote 6 yea, 0 nay, 0 absent. Carrier Senator Polovitz. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 19, 2003 2:69 p.m. 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEf 

Module No: SR-49-5252 
Carrier: Polovltz 

Insert LC: • Title~ . 

HCA 3042: Human Services Committee (Sen. J. Lee, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(8 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HCA 3042 was placed on the 
Fourteenth order on the calendar. 
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~ House Concurrent Resolution 3042 

"' Senator Judy Lee and members of the Senate Human Services Committee I am Jim 

Vitko. Project Coordinator for Northwest Venture Communities. 

Northwest Venture Communities Inc. (NVCI) Is a "grassroots,. regional organization that 

originated In spring of 2002. NVCI Is developing a 10-year strategic plan to reduce 

poverty and Improve the quality of life In an eight county a1 ea of North Dakota. This 

Includes Bottineau, Burke, McHenry, Mclean. Mountrail, Pierce, Renville, Ward 

Counties and Three Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold of North Dakota. 
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NVCI was formed after the Northwest Area Foundation of St. Paul, Minnesota selected 

the region In North Dakota to take part In their Community Ventures Program. The 

Northwest Area Foundation has selected sites In Iowa, Montana, Idaho, and North 

Dakota to develop and submit regional plans to reduce poverty and Improve quality of 

life by October 151 2003. They are Indicating the potential to choose up to two plans to 

form long term partnerships with. If the Northwest Area Foundation choose the North 

Dakota plan, they may provide 6 to 13 million dollars to Implement selected strategies 

outlined In the plan. 

I 

L 

Hundreds of residents from the region are involved in the project. They are working 

together to plan how individuals, families, and communities can prosper and rise above 

some of the challenges we are facing. Northwest Venture Communities Inc. refers to its 

regional endeavors as "Dakota Dreams, Partnering for Prosperity" because partners 
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,---.\ from across the region are being encouragod to dream and envision how we can work 

together to Improve the quality of life and reduce poverty. 

On beh;:1lf of the NVCI Board and our regional membership I want encourage your 

support for HCR 3042. The Resolution Is very Important as will be included in our final 

plan and It indicates the support and endorsement of our State Legislative Assembly. 

Thank you. 

- 7":JTI .. ,.., ~ 

-«' 

L .............,.__ .J 
--- ~-·- -., . . - .. -· -- ... - -· -

··--·•··-··-··••·-·•----- d deli od t Modern tnformatfon systems for• 1ntcrofflmfn(J and 

~ e ,. 

The 111fcrographlc ifnegea on thf a ft lm are Accurate reproductf ~~I of recor 9 mtet "!~anda~da of the American National standards lnst1tut• 
..-re ff lllltd fn the reaular course of butt nus. The ~t1oor"'t", ~ P!Ofeal•ea,. l.!tble than thta Notice, ft 18 due to the qual tty ot tht 
(ANSJ) for archival mfcrofflm, NOtJCE1 If tht fflll'IWU ,11119e •~vv ,a v• 

doc.-t boino IHM<I, td.,._~ cQ,,C~, IQ/ta (.9.~- .J 
~ ~•tura __ .. ,,. 

..................... ~---- . 



L 

Dakota Dreams 
Partnering r or Prosperity 

What is the Northwest Venture Commutlities, Inc. (NVCI), Dakota Dreams, Partnering for Prosperity? 
• NVCI is a local organization that has been formed in response to an opportunity that has been offered to our 

region by the Northwest Area Foundation. 
• The opportunity is to become a Community Ventures program where we develop a strategic plan to reduce 

poverty. 
• Northwest Venture Communities has named our regional project "Dakota Dreams, Partnering for Prosperity,, 

because we want to encourage participants to envision how we can partner to improve the quality of life and 
reduce poverty throughout our region. 

• Our region includes: Burke, Bottineau, McHenry, Mcu:an, Mountrail, Pierce, Renville, Ward Counties and Three 
Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold of North Dakota. 

• A Board of Directors has been formed to initiate/ administer regional activities, 

What is the Northwest Area Foundation? 
The Foundation is a private philanthropic orsr,inization located in St. Paul Minnesota. It was established in 1934 
by Louis W. Hill, son of James J. Hill, founder of the Great Northern Railway. 
The Foundation is committed to an eighHtate region. The region includes Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, and Iowa. 

• Foundation assets total approximately$ 450 million. 
• 'The foundation's mission is to help comrnuniues in its eight-state region reduce poverty. 
• Additional information about the Foundation is availnblc on our Web site: www.nw:1.f.org 

What is the Community Ventures program? 
• The Community Ventures program is one of three programs at the Foundation focused on reducing poverty in 

lasting ways. Through the Ventures program, the Foundation will form partnerships of 10 years with 
approximately 16 communities throughout its region. ~The Foundation~s total investment in the Community 
Ventures program is expected to be approximately St 50 million, 

• Currently, two long-tenn partnerships have been approved by the Foundation. One is located in Miner County, 
South Dakota :i.nd the other is in Central Oregon. Five other communities in the eight-state region are in the 
exploration stage, 

Why is the Northwest Area Foundation inviting four regional cotnmunities to submit strategic plans that focus 
on poverty reduction? 

• The Northwest Arca Foundation is exploring the feasibility of a long-term partnership with four regional 
communities, 

• The Foundation will provide substantiitl financial support to each of thr. four communities to participate in an 18· 
month long process to cre1&te strategit plans that will move the region toward its envisioned future. Up to two of 
the four regions may be selected by the Foundation for a long-term partnership, based on how well components 
of the submitted strategic plans align with the Foundation's criteria. 
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Who are the four regional communities that are currently in the Northwest Area Foundation Community 
~turcs program? · 
f : • Minot, North Dakota Region - 8 Counties and the Three Affiliated Tribes of l·u1·1 Berthold. 

• Pocatdlo/Ic.laho Falls, Idaho - 16 Counties and Shoshone-Bannock Tribes. 
• Great FaUs, Montana - 11 counties and Blackfeet, Chippewa Cree and Gros Ventre Tribes. 
• Waterloo/Cedar Falls, Iowa - 8 Counties and Sac & Fox Tribe of Mississippi in Iowa. 

What arc the activities we (eight counties/Three Affiliated Tribes) must complete to be successful? 
• \'v'e want and need citizen, organizational, and community involvement. 
• We must work together. 
• Conduct community/ regional meetings. 
• Conduct a thorough regional analysis. 
• Reach consensus. 
• Complete and submit a regional plan. 

What must be included in our regional community plan? 
Six criteria must be included in the plan when it is submitted to the Northwr.st Area Foundation. The plan must: 
1. Focus on reducing poverty in the regional community. It should include a community definition of poverty and a 

potential to reduce poverty. 
2. Involve diverse interests. Getting diverse community members involved in activities1 especially those who are 

often not involved in community planning. 
3. Do no harm. Assurance that implementing the plan will not harm the social, ecological, and cultural well being of 

the community or another community. 
4. Provide thoughtful and realistic strategies for accomplishing community goals, It should provide a long range 

vision, effective strategies and benchmarks. 
Develop and identify local abilities to achieve long-te-..rm community goals, It should include who will invest 
resources (time, energy, etc.) to bring about change. 

6. Be adaptable to new knowledge and changing circumstances. It should al:,u show how learning will be shared. 

How much time do we have to complete the plan? 
• The first draft of the plan must be submitted to the Northwest Arca f-oundativn by June 30, 2003. T 1e final 

draft will be due October 15, 2003 

How can I become involved with Northwest Venture Communities, Inc.? 
• Regional committees have been formed and are working on the following issues: Economk Development, 

Out-Migration/Population, Community Support Services, Education, Leadership Development, Healthcare, 
and Infrastructure/Government. 

lf you are interested in parto<.",r.ing with :lnd assisting Northwest Venture Communities, Inc., plense contact our 
office. 

Jim Vitko1 Project Coordinator 
Northwest Venture Communities, foe. 
4215 Burdick Expressway East 
lv!inot, ND 58701 

Phone 701.837.6102 
Email nvci@nd~ 

Toll free 1-800-210-6134 
Website: www,nvci,org 

Future regional committee meetings are scheduled for: 
t · ,i-,.~ • March 131 20031 April 10, and May 61 2003 
~) • Orher community and regional meetings will be scheduled. 
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