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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2018

Senate Appropriations Committee
Q Conference Committee ﬁ

Hearing Date January 8, 2003 |

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 0-3230

Committes Clerk Signature Qﬁ U Uh e
7NN

Minutes:

Meeting was called to order by Senator Ray Holmberg, Chairman at 8:30 am.

Attendance roll was called, All members were present, except Senator Kringstad who was ill.
Senator Bill 2018--State Seed Department, Ken Bertsch, State Seed Commissioner and
Administrator of the North Dakotu State Sced Department (NDSSD) gave the following
testimony in support of Bill 2018,

Commissioner Bertsch (#91) presented his budget requests for 2003-2005. (Exhibit #1).

The Notth Dakota State Seed Department is the state-designated authority for seed certification,
sced regulatory and laboratory testing services for North Dakota producers and the agriculture
industry. A nine-member commission who serves as a board of directors for setting policy

guidelines, approving budgets, approving major program changes, approving fee schedules, and

appointing the Seed Commissioner, governs the Department. The Seed Commission is
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Senate Appropriations Committee ‘
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

comprised of members from various industries the Department serves, and represents a broad
cross-section of agricultural commodities grown in this state and region. He pointed out the four
mgjor program area of the ND State Seed Department:

1). Field Seed Certification

2). Potato Seed Certification

3). Laboratory Services

4). Seed Regulatory

The Administration program serves as an overall support unit for the four service area. (Exhibit |

shows a breakdown by major program area and a complete overview of these program areas are

included in Appendix #1 of Exhibit #1.

Commissioner Bertsch pointed out some key factors that influences them in raaking out the

budget (#295). These are a lot catry over from the past biennium and even before that where

certain issues in seed industry start to impact the programs, ;

1) Biotechnology and other breeding innovations on seed research, development,

commetcialization and utilization.

2.) Shifts in cropping patterns and utilization of certified seed sources by North Dakotu
producers.

3). Testing technology coupled with increasing need for detection of nonphysical traits,
creating potential growth service demands in Seed Department laboratories.

4.) Potential for expanded field inspection programs related to tractability of seed and

commercial production,
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

5.) Protection of intellectual propetty by private and public entities; utilization of Plant
Variety Protection (PVP) and research fees/royalties by the industry.
Very minimum changes in budget from previous years.
Request 4 2,2 % increase in the budget and the Governor’s budget request 3.8% increase.(#566)
Questions from Senators:
Senator Krauter (#627) - $300,000 contingency fund where does that fit in with the agency?
Ken: Explained that there was indeed a'contingency fund but he did not know when it was put in
but he knows that it has existed for 4 number of biennium's (#661). Reasons for this is that in
case there is a major issues that demands a response by the agency, we can go buck and ask for
utilization of that fund from the emergency commission. We have used it once, when I first
started and we needed operating funds because we were right in the middle of a major software
project that ended taking more than we expected. (Celeste from LC stated that OMB would be
the agency that would asked.) (#759)
Senator Krauter stated that in further reading, it just states that you would get approval from the
Seed Commission and then notify OMB. (#773). But my question is we have $300,000 there in
a contingency fund, what happens to it each biennium, does it accumulate?
Ken Bertsch stated that it doesn’t accumulate (#795) because it just a spending authorization, So
if we don’t use it, it is just left over. Purely a spending authorization.
Senator Krauter: (#863) Do your revenues equal your spending authority?
Ken Bertsch! No, we are trying to under spend our budget (#870)

Senator Robinson (#921): Do you have to uccess out of state experts when a disease comes to

the attention of the Seed Department

(ANSLY for archival microfiim, NOYICE:
dooument being f1iimed.

Date

ot m"dd

.g(‘k

" the micrcJraphic fmages on this film are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for miorof{iming and

were flimed in the regular course of business, The photographie process meets standards of the American National Standards Institute
i If the Hln?:d imaaaphabo& is leas lagible than this Notice, it {e due to the quatlty of the

0 lis /b3

)

ot



Page 4

Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

Ken Bertsch: (#969): In terms of disease we have a pretty good expertise on staff. We can
handle most of the things within house. ‘There is a good working relationship with NDSU Plant
Pathology and us and other areas at the University. We depend on those types of people with
very high levels of education and experience.

Senator Robinson: (#1047) In follow up, do you contract with those folks, hourly, project, daily, |
how are they reimbursed?

Ken Bertsch In that instunce there is no money changing hands, We are just purely friendly, we
are at their shop and they are at our shop a lot and this is just a working relationship with ‘

producers because that is whey we are here. If we have to go out of house for, example--high

level lab equipment--then that becomes a fee for service in reverse for us. Then we have to pay

those fees,

Senator Robinson: (#1110) What happens if we have to use South Dakota or other states?

Ken Bertsch: (#1146) We haven’t had to do that yet, but I would think that we would have to

pay their contract fees, We would have to have some sort of limits in place to be able to do that.
We do have some contracting drafting, that we got from the Attorney Generals office that we
depend on. We have an assistant Attorney General that we always work with when any
contractual situations develops, so that we have legal back up on, If it was to end being, say
South Dakota State, etc. Then we would probably pay travel and expenses.

Senator Tallackson (#1228); My question is on generic breeding, Are you doing any of that with

potatoes?
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Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

Ken Bertsch: (#1291) . We don’t do any of the breeding work, that is all done at NDSU., But we
do however, have a part of our potato program seed stock operation. We grow nucleus seeds, we
grow nucleus seed from tissue cuttings of planet lets,

Senator Holmberg (#1390): Could you talk to us a little about the 32 positions that you have
authorized. Is that part of keeping down those long term costs?. We will not get a report on the
employees of North Dakota until about the 20th of January.

Ken Bertsch: No Mr. Chairman it is not. We just sent in our report to OMB or L.C. [ have a
copy that you can have or I will just talk about it. (Senator Holmberg asked to have it just talk
about the report). Ken continued: Currently we have 32 FT and a total of 7.5 vacant today, 1 of
those is to filled in April or May. Our plan is over the course of the of next biennium or two, is I
am aftaid we might need them. There are some indications that we will have some issues
coming up that will require us to have the support staff, ((#1620).

(#1642) There is a move where the Federal government is getting involved, A contact from the
USDA to say basically we would like to have people from states to come in and talk about
programs we are going to put together to market the products of grains and potatoes. The feds
will probably put programs in place and then tell the states to carty them out and we will be stuck
with carrying them out. Even if they don't do that from the federal level, the other thing we have
to do as an agency and being self-funded and providing services to producers, like a business
except with a state, we have to put those programs in place ourselves and we have been
concerned over the past couple of years that the demand is not there, but someday soon, it will be

and we will have to work hard and fast to get those people in place, manage the programs and the

people out there,
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

We need a little cushion there In terms of programs and people in order to respond appropriately
and well.,

Senator Christmann (#1777) Still does not understand who is paying the fees to the Seed Dept.
And if you set your fees schedule to meet your budget needs and you don’t need the contingency
fees what happens to the other $300,000, does it get reimbursed or does it accumulate it?

Ken Bertsch (#1827)- Monies coming into our agency are from buyers of our services, We

charge for ﬁll of the work we do to certify that seed, to run lab tests, some money from regulatory
violations, generally speaking all from service fees. We can only send only the amount that is
allowed on each line item. The contingency fund (spending authority) is there in case a disaster
comes up and we have to have emergency funds, He would like to see that the contingency fund
is never used which would mean that the agency is staying within their budget.

Sensior Bowman (#2152): Do you set down after you set your budget and make goals and have
some type of measurement to see if those goals were met. How do you manage that Seed
Department to make sure that everything is done the way it is suppose to be done. é
Ken Bertsch (#2227): We have goals, especially with the programs we operate, About % goals |
are operating programs that we are operating now, and about % of the other goals are things we

need to develop to meet industry demand. We rely on how we operate internally and the Seed .
commission is fully aware of the programs, how we operate them, the upgrades, the money we

are spending and so that is the accountably, I think, The accountability is between our board of

directors and our agency who have to give their okay on the budget, written right in our mission.

Senator Tallackson (#2487) Could you tell us your board members?
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Senate Appropriations Committee |
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018 :
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

Ken Bertsch: (#2506) 1 forgot to put that in my testimony, One member from euch of the
following:
1} Chairman - Agriculture Commissioner or his designate
2) Agricultural Association
3) ND Grain Dealers Association
4) ND Crop Improvement Association
5) ND Certified Seed Potato Growers Association
6) ND Dry Edible Bean Seed Growers Association ‘
7) Northern Plains Potato Growers Assoclation :
8) ND Potato Council ;
9) Dean & Director of the Experiemental Station of NDSU
Senator Thane: (#2698) Are the facility inspection above average, below, what? Farmers are
wanting to know what kinds of facillty there seed is coming out of,
Ken Bertsch (#2773) Thank you for asking that question. There are lairly stringent requirements
for facilities and those are written into the administrative rules. This Is what our field inspectors
work with.. There is 4 team of 6-8 people who do most of the facility inspections, and we deny a
lot of facilities, because of equipment or general cleanliness or the ability to stay clean as a
facility, There are a number denied, If the seed you are purchasing is going through an approved
facility, then the seed is being handled very well.. The other thing is that ND has the largest
certified seed industry in the entire country, Other states grow more seeds, but they are not under

the seed cettification standards.

Senator Thane (#2986) What about seed that is coming in that is already preconditioned?
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2018
Hearing Date January 8, 2003

Ken Bertsch: (#3019) We do if it part of the regulatory inspection, During the “season” our
regulatory inspectors, go around and inspect seeds that are there, but if seed comes in when we
are not there inspecting that it is not. The paper work that comes with the seed {s the check that
you are asking for. Other than that, there is not requirement that seed coming is be required to be
checked. The idea being that that seed was checked under seed standards from the place it came
from., It is against the law to market seed in Notth Dakota and not meet North Dakota standards.

Senator Holmberg asked for any more testimony on SB 2018. Nore was offered and the hearing

on SB 2018 was closed. (#3187end)
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2018 vote

Senate Appropriations Committee

L Conference Committee

Hearing Date 2-10-03

Tape Number

Side A

Side B

Meter #

2

0-1127

Committee Clerk Signature émh MSM

Minutes: Chairman Holmberg opening the hearing to SB 2018 for voting, He presented the

committee with amendments to this bill, Exhibit 1 (38041 .0101). (Meter 238) Senator

Tallackson made a motion of a Do Pass on the amendments presented with Senator Andrist a

second. Roll call vote on amendments, [ yeas 3 nays. With amendments passed, a motion was

made by Senator Krauter for a Do Pass as amended and a seconded by Senator Christmann. The

vote was 14 yeas, 0 nays. Floor assignment is Senator Holmberg,
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2018 vote
Senate Appropriations Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 2-10-03

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
3 X 0-1600
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Minutes:Chairman Holmberg opened the hearing to vote on SB 2018. Chairman Holmberg
handed out amendment (38041.0101),

(O Senator Tallackson moved to amend SB2018 with Legislative Council amendment number
38041.0101. Second by Senator Andrist,
Senator Holmberg (Mt. #179) - Explained how the amendment number 38041.0101 effects the
bill,
Senator Kraut (Mt. #232) - Question on the total dollar figure in salaries, what kind of reduction

does this equate to.
Senator Holmberg (mtr #242) - Equates to 4.2 million in general fund money and roughly the

same in amount in special fund money. The cost for the State to pay the health coverage is 17

plus million,

!
| Senator Tallackson (mtr #354) - This is just to get things started on the salary issue.
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Senate Appropriations Committee ,
Bill/Resolution Number SB2018 ‘
Hearing Date February 10, 2003

("\ Senator Robinson (mtr #400) - Have had proposals like this in the past. This is early in the

session. %

Senator Holmberg (mtr #455) - The rational is that State employees are concerned that the last |

issue presented to the legislature is their salary package. Feel the state budget is balanced on

their back at the last minute. This way we are addressing the issue up front,

Senator Tallackson (mtr #718) - An additional concern, non-state funded agency, other agencies

are allowed a different funding mechanism.

Senator Holmberg (mtr #758) - Workers Comyp. salaries will be looked at,

Senator Robinson (mtr #806) - We do have in place, a bill that addressed bonuses, salary

; adjustments, etc. There are some agencies that have more flexibility than others. Concerned that
some agencies will give increases anyway.

3 Senator Holmberg (mtr #897) - Have had that discussion. Better to place the amendment on the

OMB Budget rather than individual agency budgets. Feels OMB Budget will address that issue

in the end.

Senator Krauter (mtr #972) - This effects both classified state employees and higher ed?
Senator Holmberg (mtr #988) - No, the higher ed did not receive funding for healt! insurance or
salary increases,

Senator Krauter (mtr #1130) - Are there discussions about a hiring freeze.

Senator Holmberg (mtr #1155) - There has been discussion, has been no solution.

Senator Krauter (mtr #1259) - Will have revenue forecast in March, is this a closed case?

Senator Holmberg (mtr #1281) - There is always room to work on these budgets again.
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J

|

E

TN Senator Holmberg (mtr #1369) - Further discussion? If not, we have a motion and a second to I
|

amend the bill. Roll call on the amendment 11 yea, 3 nay. {

|

Senator Holmberg (mtr #1485) - We have the bill before us as amended. "

Senator Krauter motioned a Do Pass as Amended, Second by Senator Christmann., ‘

Roll call vote 14 yea, 0 nay. Senator Holmberg is the carrier.
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38041.0101
Title.0200
Fiscal No. 1

Prepared by the Legislative Council stalf for
Senator Holmberg

January 31, 2003

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2018

Page 1, line 8, replace "3,437,065" with "3,408,898"

Page 1, line 13, replace "56,671,315" with "5,643,148"

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senaty Bill No. 2018 - Seed Depariment - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE SENATE
BUDGET CHANGES

Salatles and wages $3,437,066 {828,167}
Qperating expenses 1,664,260

Capilal assels 70,000

Grants 200,000

Conlingencies 300,000 —_—

Total all funds $6,671,316 {$28,167)
Less ostimated income 5,671,316 {28,167)
General fund $0 $0
FTE 32.00 0.00

Dept. 616 - Seed Department - Detail of Senate Changes

REMOVEY
RECOMMENDED  TOTAL SENATE

SALARY INCREASE !  CHANGES
Salaties and wages ($28,167) ($26,167)
Opuraling expenses
Caphal agsets
Qranis
Conlingencles -
Tolal all funds ($26,167) ($26,167)
Less ustimated income {28,1867) (28,187)
Genstal fund $0 $0
FTE 0.00 0.00

SENATE
VERSION

$3,408,896
1.664,250
70,000
200,000
300,600
$5,643,148
5,643,148
$0

32.00

7

o

1 This amandment removes the Governor's recommaendation fot slale employaa sulaty increases and relains the tecommended slate payment lot

heallh ingurance premiums,

Senate Bill No. 2018 - Other Changes - Senate Action

This amendment retalns full funding of employee health insurance coverage as provided for in

the executive budget recommendation.

Page No. 1

38041.0101

ware f{lmed in the regular course of business,

Q&ML&Q%WA

fho micrographio images on this f1lm are accurate reprodustions of records delivered to Modernlnf . »
ormation Bystems for microfiiming snd
The photographic process meets standards of the American Naytional Standards !ns?lntuto

AN
éoamn:o&?;;h;rfw.lcrof!lm. Nt‘f"lf t If the filmed image above is less legible than this Notlce, it {a due to the quality of the
Opeéo;

0 )Is /03

Date

4
W

;;,‘Ml‘i,’»‘);g

»



%mm‘m X
%: i

9’0\% Date:

Roll Call Vote #;

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO.

Senate  Appropriations Committee

Check here for Conference Committce

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken D 0 P¢ sS W I MI\CJ nendS

4

Motion Made By 1KV adily Seconded By O?/LMSW

No Senators Yes | No

Senators
Senator Holmberg, Chairman
Senator Bowman, Vice Chair
Senator Grindberg, Vice Chair
Senator Andrist
Senator Christmann
s Senator Kilzer

i ‘ Senator Krauter

! Senator Kringstad

| Senator Lindaas

|

Senator Mathern
‘ Senator Robinson
f Senator Schobinger
E Senator Tallackson
| Senator Thane

Total  (Yes) I:f No /@/

Y

Absent ,Q/
Floor Assignment @ &0! ry \«ur%/

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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| Senators

.‘ Senator Holmberg, Chairman

| Senator Bowman, Vice Chair

t Senatot Grindberg, Vice Chair
| Senator Andrist

l Senator Christmann

Senator Kilzer

Senator Krauter

Senator Kringstad

Senator Lindaas

Senator Mathern v
Senator Robinson %
Senator Schobinger
Senator Tallackson
Senator Thane
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (41 0) Module No: SR-25-2196 ;

February 10, 2003 4:25 p.m. Carrler: Holmberg
Insert LC: 38041.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2018: Appropriations Committee (Sen. Holmberg, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2018 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calandar.

Page 1, line 8, replace "3,437,065" with “3,408,898"

Page 1, line 13, replace "5,671,315" with "5,643,148"

Renumber accoraingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: !

Senate Bl No. 2018 - Seed Department - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE SENATE SENATE

BUDGET CHANGES VERSION
Salaries and wages $3,437,086 128,187} $3,408,808
Operaling expenses 1,864,260 1,664,260
Capilal agsets 70,000 70,000
Qrants 200,000 200,000
Contingencles 300,000 — 300,000
Total all funds $6,671,316 {$28,187) $6,843,148
Less esiimated income 6,671,316 (28,187) 5,649,148
Genéral fund $o0 $0 $0
FTE 32,00 0.00 32,00

Dept. 616 - Seed Department - Detail of Senate Changes

REMOVES
HECOMMENDED = TOTAL SENATE
SALARY INGREASE ! GHANGES

Salaries and wages ($28,167) {$28,167)
Operaling expanses

Capltal asgals

Grants

Contingenales

Total all lunds ($28,167) {$28,167)
Less estimated Incoma (20,187} {28,187)
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00

1 Thig amendment removes the Governor's recommandation for slate emplayes salary Increases and retains the recommandad stala payment for
health Insurance premiums,

Senate Bill No. 2018 - Other Changes - Senate Action

This amendment retains full funding of employee health insurance coverage as provided for In
the executive budget recommendation.

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-26-2196
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 2018

House Appropriations Committee
Education and Envirorment Division

O Check here for Conference Committee

Hearing Date March 4, 2003

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X
Committee Clerk Signature /’/ M Kéﬂﬂ/(-/‘v—/
Minutes:

Chairman Martinson opened the hearing on SB 2018, Seed Department. All members of the
committee were present with the exception of Rep, Wald,

Ken Bertsch, State Seed Commissioner, testified in favor of SB 2018. See attached testimony.
Rep. Aarsvold Your predecessor had a reputation fpr squirreling away quite a bit of carryover
dollars, What is your situation now?

Bertsch You may be correct, he did have a reputation for that. We are not as fortunate as we
were in the past. Idon't believe it is because 1'm a big spender, [ believe it is more because of
the agriculture industry in general. Currently, we have in reserve $1.25 million dollars which
represents about 20-25% of our operating budget. Between reserve and revolving funds, which is
our cash fund that we use, we go up as high as about 2.3/2,5 million dollars at the high point of

the yeuar because all of those seed applications are coming into our office in June/July, which is

(ANS1) for archival miorofilm.
doocument being f1imed.
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Page 2

Education and Environment Division
Bill/Resolution Number 2018
Hearing Date March 4, 2003

/-\ the bulk of our revenues, It can go about that high at the high point of the year and then we drop
it back down. We have been as low in our revolving funds since I have been on board to about
$150,000, which for us is maybe about a month of operating. That gets a little shaky, so we
depend on that reserve fund. When people ask about our reserves, I usually make the comment
one blowout year where something is going on that affects the entire agriculture industry, that
will fall by 60-70% in a year. I am pretty well convinced of that.

Rep. Brusegaard In the grants line item, what kind of grants does the seed department fund?
Bertsch The grants line item in our budget is used for basically two purposes. The major
purpose is the promotion of certified seed, which is one of the obligations that we have written in
administrative rules. How we do that is by withholding a percentage of the certification fees that

. we bring into the agency, approximately two cents a bushel. We grant that money over to the

\__ﬂ,/\’ North Dakota Crop Improvement Seed Association who uses that for the purpose of promoting

the usage and production of certified seed. We also grant dollars thorough that line item on the

| royalty collections that we bring in, basically on behalf of North Dakota State University and

j University of Minnesota, for soybean varieties,
Rep. Brusegaard 1 move a do pass. |
Rep. Aarsvold Second.
Chairman Martinson Discussion? Would you call the roll please.
ROLL CALL VOTES
5 YES 0NO 2 ABSENT
Chairman Martinson closed the hearing and recessed until 10:45 a.m,

)
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

House Appropriations Committee

Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 03-27-03

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2018

Tape Number

Side A

Side B

Meter #

1

32.5-37.0

Commnittee Clerk Signature

Minutes:

Chairman Svedjan Opened SB 18 for discussion, A quorum was present,

Rep. Brusegaard This is the Seed Department budget. 1 move a Do Pass As Amended. 2nd

by Rep. Wald, Motion Carries 22-0-1. Rep. Brusegaard will carry this on the floor.
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2018
House Appropriations Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 03-31-03

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
2 X 0.0-3.0
Committee Clerk Signature % j/ //Vy%/
—
Minutes:

Rep. Brusegaard I move to reconsider our actions on SB 2018, 2nd by Rep. Skarphol,
Motion Carries.

I move amendment 0201 to SB 2018, 2nd by Rep. Monson,

Motion Carries

I move a Do Pass As Amended, 2nd by‘ Rep. Wald.,

Motion Carries 22-0-1, Rep. Brusegaard will carry this bill on the floor.
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Date: March 4, 2003
Roll Call Vote #: |

2603 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, 2018

House  Appropriations Education and Environment Division Committee

Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken Do Pass

Motion Made By  Rep. Brusegaard Seconded By Rep. Aarsvold

Representatives No Representatives Yes | No
Representative Martinson
Representative Brusegaard
Representative Monson
Representative Rennerfeldt

Representative Wald

el el ve e |2
N

Representative Aarsvold X

Representative Gulleson
Total (Yes) 5 No 0
Absent 2

Floor Assignment  Rep. Brusegaard

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-55-5
March 27, 2003 9:37 a.m. Carrier: Brusegag?g
Insert LC:. Title: .
N
' REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
/7 SB 2018, as engrossed: Appropriations Committee (Rep. Svedjan, Chalrman)

’ ‘ recommends DO PASS (21 YEAS, 0NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
Engrossed SB 2018 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar.

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-56-5868
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-58-6330
April 1, 2003 1:22 p.n. Carrler: Brusegaard
Insert LC: 38041.0201 Title: 0300

o REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
TN SB 2018, as engrossed: Aﬂ)roprlatlons Committee  (Rep. Svedjan, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (22 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2018
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 8, replace "3,408,898" with *3,405,750"
Page 1, line 13, replace "5,643,148" with "5,640,000"
Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2018 - Seed Department - House Action

EXEQUTIVE SENATE HOUSE HOUsE
BUDGET VERSION CHANGES VERSION
Salarles and wages $3.437,086 $3.408,808 ($3.148) $3,406,750
Operating expansas 1,664,250 1,664,260 1,664,250
Capllal assets 70,000 70,000 70,000
Grants 200,000 200,000 200,000
Contingencies 300,000 300,000 — 300,000
: Totat all lunds $5,671,316 $5,643,148 {$3,148) $6,640,000
! Less estimated Income 5,671,315 5,643,148 3,148 5,640,000
{
! Ganeral fund $0 $0 $0 $0
LN FTE 32.00 82.00 0.00 32,00

|

:

(f “ Dept. 616 - Seed Department - Datali of House Changes
|

REQUCES :
' RECOMMENDED j
- FUNDING FOR TOTAL |
HEALTH HOUSE
! INSURANCE 1 GHANGES
! Salarles and wages ($3,148) {$3,148)
! Operaling expanses
j Capitul assets
drants
) Contingencles —
’ Total all lunds ($3,148) ($3,148)
Less estimated income {3,148) {9,148)
. Qaneral fund $0 $0
: FTE 0.00 0.00

1 This amendment reduces funding for slale employee health Insurance premiuma from $493 par month to $468,70 per month,

(2) DESK, {3) COMM Page No, 1 HR-68-6330
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SB 2018
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Nepartment 616 - Seed Department
- Senate Bill No. 2018

Prepared by the North Dakota Leglslative Council

staff for House Appropriations
February 28, 2003

FTE Positions General Fund Other Funds Total
2003-05 Executive Budget 32,00 $0 $5,671,316 $6,671,316
2001-03 Leglslative Appropriations 32.00 0 5,462,734 5,462,734"
Increase (Decrease) 0.00 $0 $208,681 $208,681

The 2001-03 appropriation amounts Include $8,287 of other funds foi the agency's share of the $6 milllon funding pool appropriated
to the Offlce of Manugement and Budget for speclal market equity adjustments for classified employees.

Agency Funding FTE Positions
$6.00 i 36.00 a(
$5.00 35,00
$4.00 \
2 34.00
i $3.00
=
33.00
$2.00
$1.00 32.00 S
$0.00 L.$0:%0 $0.00 $0.00 : 31.00
P 1997-99 19992001 2001-03  2003-06 1997-99 19992001 2001-03  2003-05
Executive Exacutive
Budget Budget

M General Fund IR Special Funds

First House Action

Attached Is a summary of the first house changes,

Executive Budget Highlights
(With First House Changes Noted)

Adds funding for expanding or remodeling facllities for additional
laboratory service areas.  Includes $40,000 for repairs and
maintenance, and $20,000 for laboratory equipment.

Maintalns a $300,000 contingency due to unpredictable demand for
service In most areas of the department

Increases funding for the seed regulatory program due to Increased
demand for services and higher operating costs

Increases funding for the potato program for additional operating costs
and easonal support staff

Increases funding In the fleld seeds program for additional operating
costs and updating programs and technalogy

Increases funding for lab aervices for additional operating costs and
costs assoclated with traditional and newer analytical services

Decreases funding for expenses Incurred during the 2001-03 biennlum
that will not recur during the 2003-08 blennlum

General Fund Other Funds
$60,000

$27,900
$63,128
$83,000
$116,974

($210,250)

Total
$60,000

$0
$27,900
$63,128
$83,000
$116,974

($210,260)
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Major Related Legislation ,
Section 2 of Engiossed Senate Bl No. 2018 authorizes the Seed Department upon approval from the Seed Commission to transfer p
from the contingency fine Item In its appropriation to all other iine items e:cept the capital assets line ltem. The Seed Commission
shall notify the Office of Management and Budget of each transfer. . "

WA'rﬂho micrographic imagas oh this £{lm are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information s'yst;ﬂ'\s‘ »f.or mierofiiming and
were filmed (n the regular course of business., The photographic process meets standards of the American Natfonal Standards Institute
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, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE DMENT:
‘ /’Senate Bitl No, 2018 - Funding Summary
' Executive Senate Senate
‘ Budget Changes Yersion
¢ Seed Dopartment
; Salaries and wages $3,437,065 (828,167) $3,408,898
Opersting expenses 1,664,250 1,664,250
Ceplital assets 70,000 70,000
i Qrants 200,000 200,000
i Contingencies 300,000 300,000
l Tota! all funds $5,671,315 (828,167) $5,643,148
Lass estimated income 5,671,218 (28,167) 5,643,148
1 General fund $0 $0 $0
1 ,
' FTE 3200 0.00 32,00
Blil Total
Total all funds $5,671,315 ($28,167) $5,643,148
Less estimated Income 5,671,318 (28,167 5,643,148
Qenera? fiind $0 $0 30
FTE 32.00 0.00 32.00
Senate Bill No. 2018 - Seed Department - Senate Action
Executive Senate Senate
j Budget Changes Yerston
F Salacies and wages $3,437,065 ($28,167) $3,408,898
| Operating expenses 1,664,250 1,664,250
| Capltal assets 70,000 70,000
o Grants 200,000 200,000
Contingenoies 300,000 300,000
Total all funds §5,671,318 ($28,167) $5,643,148
Less estimated income 5,671,318 (28,167) 5,643,148
QGeneral fund $0 $0 $0
FTB 3200 0.00 32,00

Salaries and wages
Operating expenses
Capital assets
Granty
Contingencles

Total all funds
Less estimated Income

Oeneral fund
FTE

IAHBL G/ A Y T e

Department No, 616 - Seed Department - Detail of Senate Changes

Remaves
Recommended | Total Sennte
Salary Increase' Changes

{$28,167) ($28,167)
($28,167) {528,167)
(28,167) (28,167)
$0 $0
0.00 0.00
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' This amendment removes the Governor's recommendatlon for state employee salary Increases and retains the recommended state
payment for health insurance premiums.

Senate Bill No. 2018 - Other Changes - Senate Actlion

This amendment retains full funding of employee health insurance coverage as provided for in the executlve budget recommendation.
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1313 18" S1.N,, P.O. Box 5257

PR Fargo, ND 58105-525
: 3 Phone: (701)231-3400
R/ Fax:  (701)231-5401

etrenn .
Seed Department Web:  pdsced,com

Ken Bertsch
ND State Seed Commissioner

Testimony: SB 2018
ND State Seed Depariment Budget (#616)

Senate Appropriations Committee
January 8, 2003

Good morning Mr.Chairman and members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is Ken
Bertsch, and | serve as the North Dakota State Seed Commissioner and Adiinistrator of the
North Dakota State Seed Department (NDSSD). | appreciate the opportunity to speak to you
today on behalf of the State Seed Commission, and in support of the Department budget which
was developed under the guidance of, and with the approval of the Commission,

With the consent of the committee, | will provide a broad overview of our department and a
review of the budget comprising Senate Bill 2018

NDSSD Overview

The North Dakota State Seed Department s the state-designated authority for seed
certification, seed regulatory and laboratory testing services for North Dakota pproducers and the
agriculture industry. As a self-funded agency of government, the NDSSD derives its revenues
from fees for services provided. A nine-member commission, who serves as a board of
directors by setting policy guidelines, approving budgets, approving major program changes,
approving fee schedules, and appointing the Seed Commissioner, govems the Department.
The Seed Commission Is comprised of members from various industries the Department ‘
serves, and represents a broad cross-section of agricultural commodities grown in this state and

region,

The ND State Seed Department provides services in four major program areas, including Fleld
Seed Certification, Potato Seed Certification, Laboratory Services and Seed Regulatory
programs. The Administration program serves as an overall support unit for the four service
areas. Your budget summary contains a breakdown by major program area, and a complete
overview of these program areas [s included as Appendix #1. My testimony will focus on the
standard line item breakdown.
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Key Factors in Budget Process

The State Seed Department recognizes a number of critical issues, which have shaped
adjustments In agency programs and in our budget development process.

1.

The impact of blotechnology and other breeding Innovations on seed research,
development, commercialization and utilization.

Shifts in cropping patterns and utilization of certified seed sources by North Dakota
producers (le. Expanslon of oilseeds, soybean, corn and commercial irrigated potatoes;
Impacts of farm programs on producer plantings and usage).

Advancements in testing technology, coupled with increasing need for detection of
non-physical traits, creating potentlal growth service demands in Seed Department
laboratories. (le. Adventitious presence of GM tralts, event specific Quality Assurance
testing).

Potentlal for expanded field inspection programs related to traceability of seed and
commercial praduction (le. ldentity Preservation and documentation programs).

Protection of intellectual property by private and public entities; utilization of Plant
Variety Protection (PVP) and research fees/royaitles by the industry.

The influence of these factors has expanded since the last biennlum. We believe that this
budget provides the fiexibility to respond appropriately to changes that may occur, while
malntaining a solld foundation for the traditional certification and laboratory services.

Budget Overview

The Seed Department budget request for the 2003-2005 blennium, with compatrisons to the
2001-2003 budget is as follows:

Line item 01-03 03-05 Change
Salaries and Wages 3,240,734 3,437,065 8.1%
Operating Expenses 1,672,000 1,664,250 -0.5%
Capltal Assets 50,000 70,000 40.0%
Grants 200,000 200,000 0.0%
Contingencies 300,000 300,000 0,0%
Totals 5,462,734 5,671,316 3.8%
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Line Item Analysis (review of changes)

Salarles- Related primarily to an increase in temporary and part-time salarles, and the
Govemors compensation recommendations. Future service demands remain somewhat
unclear, leading the Dopartment to utillze temporary staff as an economical alternative to

requesting/filling FT positions.
Operating- Minor decrease.

Capital Assers- Change in reporting which combined the Equipment and Capital
(Buildings/Grounds) designations used In past budgets. The combined amount is
essentially unchanged from last blennium.

Totals- Modest 2.2% increase requested; 3.8% recommended total increase. Given the
nature of potential expansion in specilalized services over the course of the next biennium, a

very conservative budget request.

Summary

Mr. Chairman, we believe that this budget request is conservative in nature, but flexible enough
to initiate and provide needed services for the agriculture Industry. This flexibility is critical to
ably responding to constant change in the seed industry. The Seed Commission is In the
process of strategic planning to help guide prograr development over the next decade,
depending on budget flexibility to bulld necessary programs and services.

This budget is reflective of our goal to maintain a strong foundation of traditional services, and to
respond to demands on the seed industry in terms of new technologies. While difficult to
aseass or predict, those demands can be met with the budget before you.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on SB 2018. | will be happy to answ=r any
questions the Committee may have.
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Appendix #1

Program Overview

The NDSSD operation consists of five primary Program areas: Potato, Field Seed, Laboratory
Services, Regulatory and Administration.

The Potato Program remains the largest component of the agency's budget despite reductions
over the past decade. While increasing disease problems and market pressures have iowered
certifiled seed production acreage in North Dakota, these difficulties also expand the need for
technical resources of the program. The Potato Program provides these services to the potato
industry In North Dakota:

- Fleld inspection and certification of seed potatoes
- Grade inspections for seed and commerclal growers, and processors
Licensing and bonding of wholesale potato dealers
- Approval of seed quality for Imported product
Winter disease testing program carried out in Homestead, lorida
- Support and technical resource for ND Certified Seed Potato Growers Assn.
- Promotion of the production and usage of ND certified potato seed

- Production and distribution of foundation potato seedstocks

The Field Seed Program is the second largest segment of the NDSSD budget, and performs
an expanding role In the Department, and seed industry. A key concern for this program is
maintalning the high quality of seed grown and utilized in North Dakota. Traditional seed
certification duties such as field inspections and final certification are the primary functions of
the Field Seed Prograrn, which is the largest of its kind in the U.S. However, custom services
such as quality assurance and identity preservation programs are becoming high profile issues
for the Fleld Seed Program. Program services include:

- Fleld inspection and certification of virtually all northern grown crops

- Final cettification of seed based on lab analysis and field inspection resuits conslstent with ND
seed certification standards

- Inspection and approval of certified seed conditioning plants and bulk retail facilities

- Development of custom programs designed to provide service to seed industry (re. food grade
soybean quality assurance, Identity preservation/segregation)

Acceptance of imported seed based upon quality standards equal to ND

Providing technical resources to ND Crop Improvement and Seed Assoclation., NDSU
Foundatlon Seedstocks Program, NDSU Research Foundation and varlous commodity group

saed committess

- Promotion of production and usage of ND certified seed
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The NDSSD Laboratory Services Program s (potentiaily) a growing enterprise in the
Department. The development of genetically enhanced materials, and trait specific
conventionally bred seed, is creating a demand for advanced quality analysis services for a
growing number of types snd varieties of crops. Our laboratories also perform internal (non-
revenue producing) functions by analyzing seed for regulatory and other purposes. As Fleld
Seed and Regulalury programs evolve, and seed biotechnology expands, the Laboratory
Services division will be pressed to deliver technical services.

The Laboratory Services Program is comprised of the Seed Quality and Diagnostic laboratories.
Program services include (among others):

Diagnostic Laboratory Seed Laboratory

Varietal ID (electrophoresis) Gemination testing
- Plant health/pathology/disease testing - Seed purity testing
-  Seed trait analysis Tralt bloassay (growouts)
- GM event testing import/export quality teste
- Potato virus testing - Seed vigor testing

The Regulatory Program is responsible for the enforcement of state and federal seed laws,
regulation of seed labeling and sales, and consumer protection issues for the seed industry.
Sampling, testing, auditing and investigating complaints on seed related issues are all functions
of the Regulatory Program.

The proliferation of protected varieties [re. Plant Variety Protection Act (PVP)], being developed
by private industry and public universities will increase the workload of our regulatory staff.
Field Seed and Regulatory programs work cooperatively to determine potential problems and
violations adversely affecting seed growers, private companies, NOSU and their proprietary
interests in secd varieties.

The Administration Program provides facility, equipment, technology and support service
resources to the Department in its budget line. Administration budgets include capital
improvements, facility maintenance, information technology and equipment funding necessary
to provide internal operating support to all program areas. In addition, it maintains a
contlirgency fund line, which is critical in operating in a highly variable cost/revenue
environment, and solely with special funds.
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Appendix 42

583,500

Seed Reguistory 408,704
14848673

—1:282.647
58671315

1,813,791

2003-2005 Budget by Major Program
Potato Program

Fisid Seeds

Lab Services

Total

Capital Assets

Grants

& Contingencies

¥ Salaries & Wages
u Operating Expenses

2003-2005 Budget by Line [tems
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Seed Department

Ken Bertsch
State Seed Commissioner

:; SB 2018
!! State Seed Department Budget (¥616)

j House Appropriations Committee
; Education and Environment Subcommittee
'
i

March 4, 2003

Good moming Mr.Chalrman and members of the Appropriations Committes. My name is Ken
Bertsch, and | serve as the North Dakota State Seed Commissioner and Administiator of the
North Dakota State Seed Department (NDSSD). | appreciate the opportunity to speak to you
today on behalf of the State Seed Commission, and in support of the Department budget which
was developed with the approval of the Commission.

With the consent of the committee, | will provide a broad overview of our department and a
review of the budget comprising Senate Bill 2018

NDSSD Overview

The North Dakota State Seed Department |s the state-designated authority for seed
certification, seed regulatory and laboratory testing services for North Dakota producers and the
agriculture industry. As a self-funded agency of govemment, the NDSSD derives its revenues
from fees for services provided. A major goal of the Seed Commission is to provide needed
certification and testing services to the agricutture industry in a cost-sensitive manner, while
meeting industry needs for the development of new services.

A nine-member commission serves as a board of directars by approving budgets, program
changes and fee schedules, setting policy guldelines and appointing the Seed Commissioner,
The Seed Commission is comprised of members appointed by various industries the
Department serves, and represents a broad cross-section of agricultural commodities grown in
this state and region.

The ND State Seed Department provides services in four major program areas, including Fleld
Seed Certification, Potato Seed Certification, Laboratory Services and Seed Regulatory
programs. The Administration program serves as an overall support unit for the four service
areas. Your budget summary contains a breakdown by major program area, and a complete
overview of these program areas is included as Appendix #1.
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Key Factors in Budget Process

The State Seed Department recognizes a number of critical issues, which have shaped
adjustments in agency programs and in our budget development process.

1. The impact of biotechnology, trait development and other breeding innovations on
seed research, commercialization and utilization. This factor is the biggest "unknown"
the Sged I?epartment must deal with in responding to budget and staffing needs in the
next biennium,

2. Increasing need to develop customized services, such as Quality Assurance and
Identity Preservation programs, based upon field and laboratory analysis of products
within specifications defined under contract by growers, buyers or both.

3. Advancements in testing technology, coupled with increasing need for detection of
non-physical traits, creating potential growth service demands in Seed Department
laboratories, (le. Adventitious presence of GM traits, event specific Quality Assurance

testing).

4. Protection of intellectual property by private and pubiic entities; utilization of Plant
Variety Protection (PVP) and research fees/royalties by the industry.

The influence of these factors has continued to expand since the last biennium. We believe that
this budget provides the flexibility to respond appropriately to changes that may occur, while \
maintaining a solid foundation for the traditional certification and laboratory services. ;

Budget Overview

The Seed Department budget request for the 2003-2005 biennium, with comparisons to the
1999-2001 and 2001-2003 budgets is as follows:

Line fem 99-01 0103 03-05 Change
Executive Executive Senate Vers.

Salaries and Wages 3,625,774 3,240,734 3,408,868 5.2%
Operating Expenses 1,401,470 1,672,000 1,664,250 -0.6%
Capital Assets 90,000 50,000 70,000 40.0%
Grants 300,000 200,000 200,000 0.0%
Contingencles 300,000 300,000 300,000 0.0%
Totals 5,317,244 6,462,734 5,643,148 3.3%

A copy of the Legislative Council changes in the Senate version of SB 2018 Is included as a
copy on the next page.
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Line ltem Raview

Salarles- The minor increase requested s due primarily to additional temporary and part-
time salarles, along with the Senate recommendation for heaith insurance coverage.

Operating- A minor decrease in this area.

Capital Assets- A change in reporting which combined the Equipment and Capital
(Bulldings/Grounds) designations used in past budgets increases this line item. The
combined amount is essentially unchanged from last blennium. Minor increases result from
planned repalirs of the facllity, which is approaching 15 years of age.

Grants/Contingencles- No change requested from previous biennium,

Agalin, the most unique feature of this agency is the self-funded and board govemed manner of
directing operations of the Department. With spending authorization provided by the
Legislature, the Seed Commission closely examines and approves the salary, operating,
staffing and other expenditure of resources of the Seed Department.

Summary

Mr. Chalrman, we believe that this budget request is conservative in nature, but flexible enough
to initiate and provide needed services for the agriculture industry. This flexibility is critical to
responding to constant change in the seed industry. The Seed Commission is in the process of
strategic planning to help guide program development over the next decade, depending on a
moderate amount of budget flexibility to build necessary programs and services.

Many of the obligations of our agency to the agriculture industry cannot be predicted, but must
be immediately addressed. Dealing with quarantine pests such as karnal bunt or potato
diseases, of testing for biotech traits in seed or commodities typically fall upon the Seed
Department. The Legislature continues to discuss many of the issues related to biotechnology,
but the agriculture industry would expect an immaediate response should a need devslop.

The Seed Department is a very self-reliant agency, with the ultimate goal of providing high-
quality, low-cost service to the agriculture industry. The real advantage to producers in North
Dakota by comparison to other states; their seed certifying agency can concentrate on "breaking
even" rather than creating profit. This is kept in mind while creating budgets and operating the

agency.

This budget Is reflective of our goal to maintain a strong foundation of traditional services, and to
quickly respond to demarnds on the seed industry In terms of new technologles. While difficuit to
assess or predict, those demands can be met with the budget before you.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on SB 2018. | will be happy to answer any
questions the Commiitee may have.
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Web:  npdseed.com

Ken Bertsch
ND State Seed Commissioner

Response to questions of the House and Senate Majority Leaders of the ND Legisiature

1. ‘What is the main purpose of you agency?

The State Seed Department is the state’s designated authority for seed certification and
regulation of the seed Industry. The agency certifies seed of virtually any crop grown in the state
and region through field inspection and aboratory analysis of predetermined quality factors that
are published in administrative rules. The State Seed Laboratory is housed at the Department,
along with diagnostic laboratory facllities and staff that perform the analysis for certification and

: seed regulatory purposes. The Seed Department is obligated to promote and ensure production
; and usage of high quality seed sources for North Dakota producers.

2. How do you measure achievement of your agency?

As a self-funded agency, the maasure of achievement in financial terms is hitting a breakeven
fiscal mark while continuing to provide prompt, efficlent and professional setvices to seed
: growers. Appraisal of service quality factors is generally accomplished thiough input to Seed
( X Commission members (who represent a number of statewide agricultural assoctations), and
h through working relationships with those assoclations, North Dakota State University and
industry. In general, increasing certified seed acres and supply, meeting producer needs for
laboratory and field inspection services, and a decreasing number of complaints related to seed
quality tells our agency that services are meeting their intended goals.

3. Whal can the legislature do, financlally and otherwise, to help you achieve your purpese?

Very simply; allow as much budget and personnel flexibility as possible. The Sead Department
needs to operate like a private business in many ways in order to meet industry expectations for
services and cost. However, our stalus as a government agency provides a benefit in credibiiity
and Image of seed produced and certified in North Dakota. in order to meet thase unique dual
challenges, the agency really does need the "best of both worlds” In terms of ability to make
business decisions based on Commission action, within flexible legislative guidelines. If allowed
by the legislature to practice this type of discretionary declision-making, the agency can effectively
create and implement sarvices for the agriculture industry, while ensuring a static fiscal balance.

4. How can you repor your results so the public can easily understand your purpose and
evaluate your effectiveness?

- Publicizing agency services and statistics in a greater number of publications and e-formats,
- Devoting staff and budget to public information or educational services.
. Publishing agency activities and finances In an annual report type format.
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2003-2006 Budget by Line Items
£ Salaries & Wages
# Operating Expenses
Capiltal Assets
Grants
m Contingencies
Salarles & Wages 3,408,898
Operating Expenses 1,664,250
Capital Assets 70,000
Grants 200,000
Contingencies 300,000
Totel weu843,148

2003-2005 Budget by Major Program

® Administration

B Seed Regulatory
Potato Program
Fleld Sceds

& Lab Services

Administration 693,600
Seed Regulatory 493,866
Potato Program 1,803,368

Fleld Seeds 1,478,102
Lab Services 1,274,202
Total Bod3.148
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North Dakota State Seed Department
P.O. Box 5257
State University Station
Fargo, ND 58105-5257
Phone: 231-5400 FAX: 231-5401

Roger Johnson

Commissioner of Agriculture

Jeff Weispfenning, Deputy Commissioner*
Chairman

State Department of Agriculture

State Capitol

600 East Blvd.

Bismarck, ND 58505

701-328-4758 (Work)

Jweispfe(@state.nd.us

Ken Bertsch

North Dakota State Seed Commissioner
North Dakota State Seed Department
P.O. Box 5257

Fargo, ND 58105-5257

701-231-5415 (Work)

701-793-8015 (Cell)

701-231-5401 (FAX)
kbertsch@state-seed.ndsu, nodak.cdu

Mike Gartner

North Dakota Crop Improvement Assn,
500 - 10® Ave. NW

Mandan, ND 58554

701-663-7731 (Home)

701-667-1875 (FAX)

gartnerseedfar. \(@westriv.com

Kim Alberty

North Dakota Agricultural Assn,
1912 Princeton Lane

West Fargo, ND 58078
701-282-8118 (Work)
701-282-0753 (Home)
701-282-9119 (FAX)

agassizseed@att.net

Johnny Thiele

North Dakota Certified Seed Potato
Growers Assn,

P.0. Box 261

St. Thomas, ND 58276-0261
701-257.6634 (Work)

701-520-0222 (Home)

thiele@polarcomm.com

Tony Johannesen

N. D. Grain Dealers Association
P.O. Box 8

Edgeley, ND 58433
701-493-2481 (Work)
701-493-2087 (Home)
701-493-2719 (FAX)

Jeff Lazur

North Dakota Potato Council
P.O. Box 128

Reynolds, ND 58275
701-847-2660 (Work)
701-847-2314 (Home)
701-847-2314 (FAX)
ilazur6 2@ hotmail com

" Brad Nilson

RRVPGA

14105 - 7" St. NE

Hoople, ND 58243-9438
701-894.6413

701-894-6348 (FAX)
nilsfarm@polarcomm.com

Richard Fugleberg

N. D, Dry Edible Bean Seed Growers’ Assn,
R.R. I, Box 49

Portland, ND 58274

701-786-4129 (Work)

701-786-2790 (Home)

701-786-4129 (FAX)

Dr. Ken Grafton, Director

North Dakota Ag Experiment Station
Morrill Hall 315

Fargo, ND 58105

701.231-8145 (Work)

k. grallon(@ndsy,nodak edu
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