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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILUR.ESOLUTION NO. SB 2031 

Senate Education Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 0J .. JS-03 

Ta eNumber Side A Side B 
1 X 

1 X 

1 X 

Meter# 
9.S .. end 
0-23.5 
35.0 - 46.0 

Minutes: CHAIRMAN FREBORO called the co ittee to order. Roll Call was taken with all 

(6) members present. 

CHAIRMAN FREBORG opened the hearing on SB 2031 which relates to high school course 

offerings. 

Testimony In support or SB 2031: 

ANITA THOMAS, LC staff, explained the bill. The present law is too vague. ( example: With 

the current language, a school could "make available0 four units of English in one year and then 

nothing for the next four years). The present law only provides a subject name. (example: The 

law states that there must be four units of science, and there is no data as to what should be 

taught in that area of science), The interim committee opted for a bill that specifically states how 

many units need to be offered and at which grade level. The bill also requires that the subject 

matter to be taught has to meet or exceed the state content standards, Under present law four 
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units of English are required, and this bill still requires four units of English, but it specifically 

states that one unit has to be offered at each grade level through 9 - 12. Similarly, three unit., of 

mathematics were required, and now four units, one at each grade level 9 - 12; four units of 

science (same as before), but at each grade level from 9 .. 12; three units of social studies, now 

four units, one at each grade level from 9 .. 12. Up to this point, this bill requires one extra unit of 

English, one extra unit of social studies. It also requires ½ unit of health at each grade level from 

9 - 12; ½ unit of phy ed; two units of music; three units of the same foreign language; and 

twenty-four units of elective courses. The major difference between cun-ent law and what is 

bdng proposed comes in the definition of "shall make available,,, Under this bill, students are to 

be given a list of course offerings, that at a minimum, include the courses that were just 

0 eliminated. If the student selects one of those courses, the school has to deliver. Nothing in the 

bill requires that the subject has to be taught in the traditional methods. The bill provides that the 

school may deliver the course be several methods The catch is if a student selects a course, the 

district has to offer it and has to pay for it. The interim committee views this bill as one that will 

provide the students in the state with equitable educational opportunities. 

L 

Senator Cook stated that some schools will not be affected. Some are offering what this bi11 

requires now. Is there data on the individual course offerings per school within the state. 

Senator Flakoll asked, in respect to the non .. traditional fonn of teaching, could these courses be 

offered through the Division of Independent Study and would the school then be responsible for 

che cost. Ms. Thomas stated this could happen if the school offers three social studies courses 

and a student wants to take the fourth, the school would probably opt not to hire a teacher, but 

ask the student to go to the Div. oflrtd. Study, and the school be responsible for the cost. 
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Senator Cook stated that the interim committee dealt with a bill that set a minimum number of 

credits a ND student must have before they can be issued a diploma, There is nothing in CC that 

states what a student must take before being issued a diploma. Ms. Thomas replied no, that is up 

to the individual school district. 

Senator Cook asked if this would impact the fee a school can charge a student. There is a 

specific list for what a school can charge a student. (example: if it states a school can charge a 

$30 lab fee, if the student took the lab through the Div. of Ind. Study, then the fee could be 

charged), 

ANITA DECKER, Director of School Approval and Accreditation for DPI, presented testimony, 

(see attached). She also provided a handout which provides infonnation about the credit units 

t:) offered by schools as reported to DPI this school year, She also provided a handout which 

provides infonnation on dual credit courses offered by distance education over the past five 

years. 

0 

Senator Cook asked her definition of"elective0 courses. Ms. Decker stated it is any course not 

required that is an approved course offering. 

Senator Cook asked if six courses are offered and four are required, could the other two be 

elective, Ms. Decker stated that unless the district specifies which are required, her opinion is 

yes, two would be elective. 

ln discussing music, there is no perfonnance music offered by djstance learning. A concept in 

music could be offered. 

BEV NIELSON, ND School Boards Assn., presented testimony with concerns and with possible 

amendment, (see attached). she also feels there needs to be clarity in this bill so the public does 
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not perceive that a student mY.fil take !ill the "required" courses. The bill states that schools only 

have to offer the number of courses. 

Senator Cook asked if all schools have graduation requirements detennined by the local district. 

Ms. Nielson stated ye1s. She feels the purpose of this bill is to expand the offerings by schools. 

Senator Cook wondered if this won't cause problems by penalizing some areas of education 

(such as vo ed, musfo, dt'ama, art, etc.) in order to offer what is required. Ms. Nielson stated 

NDSBA has a conc<im in finding qualified staff and funding for all courses that will be required. 

LARRY KLUNDT11 ND Council of Educational Leaders, feels the intent of the bill is okay, but 

there are some problems. He would hope that we would not confuse quantity with quality. He 

feels the problem areas are the requirements for foreign language and the elimination of some vo 

tech offerings. He stated most schools now offer 20 electives. He feels the bill will affect many 

schools by requiring if u student wants a course, the school must offer it. The high school 

principals of large schools objected strenuously to that concept. 

NANCY SAND, NDEA, stated they support the concept of increasing the opportunities for 

student. They do have a concern in requiring district to "make available" courses. They feels 

there would be a fiscal impact on the districts to meet the requirements of the bill. They do 

support the broadening of some areas. 

Testimony was presented from KAREN K. EHRENS, Media Representative for the ND Dietetic 

Association 

Testimony In opposition to SB 2031: 

RON NESS, Executive Director Petroleum Council, testified. He asks that the committee does 

not negatively impact vocational education in the state, He feels the bill does that. He presented 
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a handout (see attached) that shows how important vocational education is in the job market here 

in ND. 

WAYNE KUTZER, Director of State Board for Vocational and Technical Education, presented 

testimony, (see attached). 

DALE HOERAUF, Director of Vocational Education in the Bismarck School district, stated by 

eliminating language on vocational education (pg 2, lines 1 .. 7) would be a set back for them. He 

would ask that the courses ho reinstated as electives, 

AL LIEBERSBACH, Director of Vocational Education in Mandan, has a concern as to what 

would b1~ offered as far as electives if this bill passes in this fonn. What will happen to career 

and technical education? He presented a handout .. JOBS SKILL LEVEL CHANGES (1950 -

2000). He stated there are two definitions for ''required0
: 1. Required for the school district to 

offer the course, 2, Required for graduation from the local school. He stated the majority of jobs 

created in ND in the past 10 years is in the career and technical areas. Senator Flakoll asked if 

he felt that if more subjects are required for the schools to offer, will that increase the number of 

credHs needed for graduation, Mr. Liebersbach stated he had no documentation of data as such, 

but he feols if an instructor is on hand to teach a certain number of requirements, the district fillU!.. 

require more credits for graduation because of the person on staff. Also the electives~ be 

geared toward teaohc."l'B already on staff. 

Senator Taylor asked for examples of career and technical programs: auto, construction, 

drafting, home ec, electronics, technical ed, family and consumer science, health careers and 

graphic and digital design, 

Testimony was presented from DAN PULLEN, Director, ND Educational Technology Council. , 
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The hearing was closed on SB 2031. 

Senator Freborg would like the committee to study the bill and how they would like to improve 

it, He asked for a committee to look into some issues with the bill and stated their 

recommendations would not be binding, The committee members are Senator Cook, Senator 

Christenson, Senator G. Lee, Senator Freborg feels there are several areas to assess: 

1, the 24 required electives 
2. to require certain electives be offered 
3, a definition of elective 
4, number of units of Foreign language 
5. an effective date 
6. should the rule apply to the electives as to the required subjects as to if a student wants the 

course, does it have to be offered, not basing this on the number students signing up for the 
course 

·7. increase the music units to two 
8. could the entire cuniculum be offered by Independent Study 

Committee was adjourned. 
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Ta eNumber Side A SideB Meter# 
2 X 19,0 .. end 

Minutes: CHAIRMAN FREBORG called the committee to order. Roll Call was taken with all 

<) (6) members present. 

SENA TOR COOK presented an amendment (3 0078 .0502). (see attached). He stated that when 

the subcommittee met they were in agreement as to the required units. They tended to categorize 

them. In looking at English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies, they agreed they should 

be moved to four units each and b~ specific. They wanted to remove the language that addresses 

the state content standards for each grade level, and come up with something more specific. 

They also wanted to apply to these four subject areas the fact they would be provided in the 

classroom with a live teacher, The other categories had basically two conditions apply, They can 

be available through any method of teaching, and if a class offering was an elective, and if one 

student wanted to take the class, would the school have to offer it. These amendments say they 

do, This is the intent of the amendments, He feels where the bar becomes the minimum level of 

___ ) adequacy in ND is in subsection 1, a, b, c, d which define a level of adequacy in ND. 
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SENA TOR CHRISTENSON asked if removing "meets or exceeds state standards0 is a given or 

how is that being worked through. She wonders if ND will be in trouble by removing this, 

SENA TOR COOK stated he felt there would be no ramification in removal of that language, He 

feels it is covered in NCLB legislation. SENATOR FREBORO asked if these same required 

units can be taken by IVN now. SENATOR COOK replied yes. 

SENA TOR LEE feels the bill addresses the concerns he has heard He agrees with the two units 

of Foreign language as being adequate. He has a problem with subsection 2 and wonders if the 

bar is set too high where a live teacher is required. SENATOR COOK stated that a - d are the 

only ones this applies to. There is an option to coop with a neighboring school. SENATOR 

CHRISTENSON says there are other ways to work this out. The school and teacher can provide 

an individual class (independent study). 

SEN ATOR TAYLOR addressed a student with dual credits; if a student talc es a course through 

the university anrt uses the credits for both high school and college, who will pay the fee. 

SENATOR COOK stated he thought the student would pay the fee if receiving dual credits and if 

they were used in meeting the four units needed for high school graduation. 

SENA TOR FREBORO has some minor concerns but feels the subcommittee did good work. 

SENATOR COOK stated the subcommittee wanted a .. d which raises the standard for ND. 

SENATOR COOK moved the amendments (30078.0502). Seconded by SENATOR 

CHRISTENSON. 

Roll Call Vote: 5 \'ES. 1 NO. 0 Absent. Amendment adopted . 

. ,_) SENATOR CHRISTENSON feels this raises the bar and should he considered. 
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SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS as Amended. Seconded by SENATOR LEE. 

Roll Call Vote: 5 YES. 1 NO. 0 Absent. Motion Carried. 

Carrier: SENATOR CHRISTENSON 

The committee was adjourned. 
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Senate Education Committee 
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Hearing Date 02 .. 04 .. 03 

Ta eNumber Side A SideB 
2 X 

Committee Clerk Si ~ 

Meter# 
3.0 .. 52.() 

Minutes: CHAIRMAN J.'REBORO called the committee to order. Roll Call was taken with all 

(6) members present. 

SENATOR LEE moved fo reconsider the action by which the committee passed SB 2031. 

Seconded by SENATOR CHRISTENSON. Roll Call Vote: 4 YES. 2 NO. 0 Absent. 

Motton to reconsider SB 2031 passed. 

SENATOR LEE wonders if the amendment on SB 2031 doesn't prohibit some opportunities for 

cooperation between schools and would like to have it explained. He has a problem with having 

to have a live teacher in the classroom for all of subsections a .. d. Could there be an opportunity 

for two schools in a district to share a teachers with one possibly over IVN. With this bill that 

could not be done. Feels good work done on bill, but has some concern with the live teacher in a 

classroom. SENA TOR COOK stated he had presented the amendments because of a concern of a 

parent whose child took a course over 1VN. 

-- _,.. __ ~_.,. _____ ,_,. .. ~,,,, ....... ,. . . ,., .. 
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SENATOR TAYLOR concurs with the concerns of SENA TOR LEE. There needs to be some 

flexibility in the bill for the small school districts. 

SENATOR COOK asked if we should put the number 24 back into the bill ~ the number of 

electives the schools must offer. This was done to set a level of adequacy for students, 

SENA TOR LEE sees no need to do that. 

SENATOR FREBORO asked if SENA TOR COOK believes that the quality of education is less 

over IVN. SENATOR COOK feels there are many factors entering into this, 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON feels the courses in subsections a - d should be offered and with a 

live teacher, She feels an on~sight teacher is necessary for a quality education. Some teachers do 

independent study when only one student is enrolled in a class. 

tJ SENATOR COOK believes some students don't have access to all subjects listed in subsection 

a .. d. He wonders if the migration from rural to urban would have something to do with the 

subjects students are not able to get in the small schools with a physical teacher. 

SENATOR LEE moved to amend the bill: To offer the schools the opportunity to offer the 

core classes in Section 1, subsection a .. d through other means than a llve teacher, Jr 6 or 

less students signed up for the class. Seconded by SENATOR FLAKOLL. 

Roll Call Vote: 4 YES, 0 NO. 0 Absent. Amendment Adopted. 

SENA TOR CHRIS1"ENSON stated there are many factors and variables involved in ratings. 

SENATOR FLAKOLL asked if there should be a cap on how many classes can be offered 

through video conferencing. 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON asked ANITA DECKER, DPI, some questions on this. MS. 

DECKER stated it is still probably the best for a live teacher in the classroom. She said some 
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students succeed better on .. tine. but that is the minority, The way schools report (semester or 

annual) does make a differ- ·~ on statistics. 

SENATOR COOK moved a DO PASS as Amended. Seconded by SENATOR TAYLOR. 

Roll Call Vote: 5 YES. 1 NO. 0 Absent. 

Carrier: SENATOR COOK 

SENATOR FLAKOLL stated if there are still concerns, maybe they can be addressed in a 

conference committee. 
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Amendment to: SB 2031 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Leglalatlve Council 

02/13/2003 

1 A, State flsoal effect: Identify the state fiscal affect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
~ dl t I d I tt I I t d d t I un ng eves an ap2_roe_r: a ons ant a ea e un er ourren aw. 

2001 .. 2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Other Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues $0 $C $0 $0 $0 $0 
Expa,.1dltures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Appropriations $0 SC $0 $0 $0 $0 

1 B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the aooroprlate oolltloal subdivision. 
2001 .. 2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Blennf um 2005-2007 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts 

$0 $C $CJ $( $0 $C $C $C 

2, Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your analysis. 

$0 

There Is no dlteot Impact on state funding. If there were an Impact, It would be on local school district budgets. It ls not 
possible to accurately estimate fiscal Impact, however. School's current staffing and programming, as well as access 
to distance education technology and wllllngness and potential for sharing teachers are all factors to be considered. 

3, State fiscal effect detall: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please.· 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts, Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Exp/sin the expenditure amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected, 

c. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Prov/do detail, when appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. 

Name: Anita Decker IAgencv: Publlo Instruction 
i;.;:P.;;;;;ho;.;.:n..::.:e~N-u_m_ba_r:--~32,,.;.:,.8;.:;..,·1,.;;:,7~18=,;,._--·---+-ID,-.,:a1---te....,P-,..1:r-ep-ared: 02/17/2003 
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B111/Resolutlr.m No,: SB 2031 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Leglslatlve Council 

12/16/2002 

1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
~ dl t I d i ti ti l t d t t I un ng eves an 8DDl'Of)fi a ons an c1pa e unc er cumm aw, 

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Other Funds General othftr Funda 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues $0 $( $C $C $~ $0 

·-Expenditures $C $0 $0 $C $0 $0 
Appropriations $C $0 $C $C $C $0 

1 B. Coun , cl , and school district fiscal effect: ldentl the fiscal effect on the a ro rlste of/tics/ subdivision. 
2001 .. 2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 

· School School School 
Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $0 

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the m~1asure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your analysis. 

State fiscal effect detall: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1Ai please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each agency, /Ina 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FT!= positions affected, 

C, Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget, Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations, 

Name: Linda L. Gibbins gency: Public Instruction 
Phone Number: 328-2261 Date Prepared: 12/17/2002 

Tht mlcrographfc tmages on t~ta ftlm are accu~ate repr()(Juctfons of reeords delivered to Modern Information Systems for microfilming and 
1ittrt filmed in the regular course of buall'lf!Yl1 The photographfo proceoA meets standards of the American National Standarda fnatttut• 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm. NOTIC, If the ftlrn&d tmage above Is leas legible than thfs Notice, ft fs due to the qualfty of th• 
doc!Mnt being f llmed, l.. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2031 

Page 1, llne 1, after 11A BILL 11 replace the remainder of the blll with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1 ·21 ··02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to required units 
for approved high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 ·21 ·02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-21-02. High schools- Required units . 

.L. In order to be approved by tho superintendent of public Instruction, eaek ii 
public ru,e high school or a nonpublic high school shall mal~e available-to 
eaoh student each year allow students to make selections from a 11st that 
Includes: 

+.-

a. 

&.-

4-r 

& 

Sr 

~ Four units of English. 

b. :rhrno Four units of mathematics, which must Include at least one unit 
of algebra 11 one unit of algebra 111 one unit of geoo1etry-trlgonomet1Y1 
and one unit of calculus. 

~ Four units of science, whlcb must Include at le~st one unit of blolog~1 
Qne unit of chemistry, and one unit of physics. 

d. =Fhreo Four units of social studies, ineludll'Q which must Include at 
~ one 1!0ll of world history ond one !10.lt of United States history, 
both of which must emphasize geography. 

§.,. (me One~half unit of health and physloal oaooatlon, 

Gne 1:1nlt 9t each grade level from nine through twelv~. 

L. One·h~lf unit of physical education at each grade level from nlrie 
through twelve, 

9.,. Two utJ.li§. of music. 

f": Any sb< units ooleetod from-business oaoontlon, oconomloe and tho free 
ontorprleo oystom, foreign language, 1<\morloan olgn language, and 
YGOOtlonal oouroos lnoludln€J lamlly and oonoumor oolon::,~':,lt~;;:; 
buslncoo and omeo toohnology, marl~etlng, dl,.,oralf~p ,e 

::;:;:~~1u~:~:=,::=~ih=~;:!t~:~~==~l!ho 
appro1.«od-by tho etato board for i.iooatlonol and toom,loal oduootlon: 

~ I'llQ..unlts of tbe same forelgnjgng_y_~ 

h Ibwe ynlts of vocational educat1001 

h Twelve ynlts of electives, 
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~ ni. lf..a~student selects a unit from the ed In 
§Ubdlvlslons a throu h d of subsectlo school o 
1.1onpubtlc high school shall provide t _ t 

~ The unit must be taught.by an Individual licensed to teach by~ 
education standards and practices board or approved to teach by the 
education standards and ~ractlces board, and both the lndlvldual 
teaching tbe course and t e student must be physically present In the 
same room.l 

Q.\ Subdivision b does not apply to a nonpublic high school having an 
enrollment of fifty students or fewer, 

If anv student selects a unit from the requirements provided In 
subdivisions e through I of subs~,ctlon 1, the publlc school or nonpublic high 
school shall provide the uni•. to the student. The school may provide the 
unit by any dellverfc method 1,ot contrary to state law and may Include 
Qlassroom or lndlv dual Instruction and distance learning optlonl>, Including 
Interactive video. computer lnstructlon1 correspondence courses, and 
postsecondary enrollment under chcmter 15.1 -25. 

The board of a school district may not Impose any fees or charges upon a 
student for the provision of or partlcl.Qfil.lQ.n In units as provided In this 
section, other than the fees permitted by section 15, ·t-09-36, 

.6.i, lUrum!er to meet the minimum unJtregulrements of this section. a school 
district Includes academic courses offered by a postsecondary Institution 
under chapter 15.1-25, the school district shall: 

a. 

th 

Rcmumber accordingly 

Pay all costs of the student's atteru;fance, except those fees that are 
permissible under section 15.1-09·36: and 

Transport the student to and from the location at which the course Is 
offered or proylde mileage reimbursement to the student If 
transportation Is provided by the student or the student's family." 
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Prepared by the Leglslatlve Council staff for 
Senator Cook 

January 30, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2031 

Page 1, line 11 after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the blll with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1 M21 w02 of the North Dakota Century Code, rel a ting to requlmd units 
for approved high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL.°'TIVE ASSEMBL V OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-21~02. High schools .. Required units . 

.L In order to be approved by the superintendent of public Instruction, eat~.§ 
publlc aAE4 high school or a nonpubllc high school shall mal~e ai,iallable-49 
oaoh student each year allow students to make selections from a 11st tb.ru 
Includes: 

4-: ai. 

a.:- b, 

&, ~ 

4: ~ 

Four units of English. 

:n:ifOe Four units ()f mathematlasJ....whlch must Include at least one unlt 
of algebra I, one unit of algebra II, one unit of geometry-trlgonometry.1. 
and one unit of calculus. 

Four units of sclence~hloh must Include at least one unit of biology, 
one unit of chemistry, and one unit of physics. 

::rhme ,EQ,y.r units of social studles1 1-neludlng which must Include at 
~ one unil of world history and one Ynlt of United States history, 
both of which must emphasize geography. 

S: ~ Goo OneMhalf unit of health and physical oduoatloA, 

&t Ono unij at each grade level from nine thwgh twelve, 

L One-half unit of ghyslcal edY.Q.at!on at each gr~_level from nine 
through twelve, 

9-& Two u111.t§ of music. 

1-r Afl)'-Stt(-Hntte oeleol~l bualnese education, oeonomloe and #le..ffee 
emt1~n language, Amorleai:1 slgA language, and 
'tlooatlonal oou/!ae&-tAeWdlng family an~:~=:=oo~etiHt:Wer 
euolnoso and omeo loehnolog~, marl~o~ , ' f ~--H-fei•OOS, trade 
ana lndoolrlal oduoolk>tri loohnology ~Eluoatlon, and hoalH:i oarooro. Tho 
¥ooatlonal ooursoe may bo-e#erod through eoo~ 
approved ay tho state board fer -.iooatlonal and teehnloal ooooa#oor 

hi Iwo units of Ulstfillma foreign 1ru1rui...ruut1 

1 Three Y.o.l.taof vocat!onal educfill.9J1 

h Iwelve units of elecl!ves. 
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~ If a:av stydent selects a unit from the requirements provided In 
sub !visions a through d of subsection 1. the publlc high school or 
nonpublic high school must provide the unit to the stud~at. 

~ The unit must be taught by an lndlvldual licensed to teach by th~ 
education stand ds he 
education stand ds 

same roQm, 

c. The provision§. of subdivision b do not apply to a nonpubllc high 
school having an enrollmeot of fifty students or fewer. 

If an student selec s a uni fr t e re ulrements provided In 
sub !visions e through I of subsection 1, the publlo school or nonpublic high 
school must provide the unit to the student. The school may provide thQ 
unit by any dellve~ method not contrary to state law and may Include 
classroom or lndlvdual Instruction and distance learning OP.lions. Including 
Jnteragt1ve video, computer Instruction, correspondence courses. and 
postsecondary enrollment under chapter 1 s.1 .. 26. 

T 
st 
sectlQn. other than t e ees perm tte y sect on . ·O -36, 

If In order to meet the minimum unit requirements of this section, a school 
district Includes academic courses offered by a postsecondary Institution 
under cbapter 15.1-25, the school district must: 

1L Pay all costs of the student's attendance, except those fees that are 
permlsslble under se.Q!lon 15.1-09-36: and 

hi Transport the student to and from the location at which the course Is 
offered or provide mileage relmb,!.Jrsement to the student If 
transportation Is provided by the student or the student's famll~" 

Renumber accordingly 
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Date: ;../4 /() 3 
Roll Call Vote #: / 

2003 SENATE STANDING COI\1l\11TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, S ~ c;? O 3 / 

Senate EDUCATION 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

ActionTaken ~ticrn.tA,t..~ 3007'57, OS-02 

Motion Made By ~' ~-- Seconded By k-, ~ 
Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 

LAYTON FREBO~G, CHAIR. V LINDA CHRISTENSON ✓ 
GARY A. LEE, V. CHAIR, v RYAN M. TAYLOR v 
DWIGHT COOK ✓ 
TIM FLAKOLL v 

- -

Tota] 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ ,~,____ ____ No--~/ ____ _ 

Q 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an nrncndmcnt, briefly indicate intent: 

. ~ . ,. .. ' .. , . ". . .,, ... . ..... 

The mi orograph f c tmagoa on t~ fa fl Im are nceurnte roproduct I one of roenrds do If vered to Modorn t n"ormat f on SyRtoms for ml crof llmlng ind 
were filmed fn tho rogu\ar oouraa of business, Tho r,hotogral)hlo procnss meets standards of tho American Notional Stendarda Institute 
(ANSI) for archivol microfilm, MOTIC t If the 1f lmed Image obovo is loaa loglblo thon th!e ~otfoe, ft !11 duo to the qu11llty of tht 
docl#IIGnt bei na f llm&d, ,.,,) , }_ ! 

r I~ (j __ , IQ~JSLd3_ 
Onto 

~ 
(/, ', ij\ 
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Date: -;-/3fa ~ 
Roll Call Vote #: ,-. 

2003 SENATE STANDING COI\1MITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 5 8 ~ 3 / 

Senate EDUCATION 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

ActionTaken .f}d /?~ M ~d 

Committee 

MotionMadeBy ~-~ . Seconded By k.. ~ 
Senators Yes~ No Senators Yes__. No 

LAYTON FREBORG, CHAIR, ✓ LINDA CHRISTENSON V 
GARY A. LEE, V. CHAIR. RYAN M. TAYLOR v .... 
DWIGHT COOK v 
TIM FLAKOLL V 

-

Total (Yes) 5 No I 
Absent 0 

Floor Assignment --~~ 

If the vote is on nn nmcndmcnt, briefly Indicate intent: 

The mlorogrnphlti irMOO& on tnle fHm m, accuroto roproduotlonn of rocord!I dol\vorod to Modorn lnforrMtlon SyRtotml for microfilming and 
wore f llrnod In tho rogulnr courao of buRln1111s, Tho photogrnphlc procooe meot11 atandnrde of tho Amorlo,m National 8tondard11 Institute 
(ANSI) for hrchlvol mloroff lm, NOTIC I If tho fllmod Imago obovo Is loBs lo;lblo thnn this Notlr.01 It la duo to the quftllty of tht 
doouuant being fllmod, -~) ~-L } I 

~+~~~~~-~ (/ I •. ,' ___ _JQ ~ )5 1()3 , 
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Date:~/¥ fa~ 
Roll Call Vote #: / 

2003 SENATE STANDING COl\fl\1ITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 

Senate EDUCATION 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Committee 

Motion Made By k • d(L< Seconded By /4. ~ 
-

Senators Yes,, No 
LAYTON FREBORG, CHAIR. V 
GARY A. LEE, V. CHAIR. V 
DWJGBTCOOK v 
TIM FLAKOLL ,/ 

-
(Yes) -·-- LI No Total 

Absent ------ ._ ..... o .... _____ _ 

Senators Yes No 
LINDA CHRISTENSON I V 
RY AN 1\,f, TAYLOR v 

.. 

Floor Assignment ·----- ·-------•llo_.. __ 
Jf the vote is on an mncndmcnt, briefly indicate intent: 

' ' ' . . . ' . 

The ml crograr,h le Imagos on t~ ta f llm r.wo aecurnto roproduot Iona of r·ooorda dollvorod to Modern I nformn U ~·, SyR tonll\ for 1M crof I lrnl"i! and 
were fHmod In the reguler cour&O of bl.Jslneaa, Tho phntogrnphlo procoss meota at&ndnrd11 of tho American MaHonal StRndt1l'ds tnstltute 
(ANSI) for arehlval microfilm, N011C I If tho flllMd lmagri obt>vo Is tou \oglblo thnn this Notloo, ft le duo to the r,uallty of the 

doclll!Gnt being fllrnod, \._..,: -~ (",~1 t J/") ) lt.t Ir-- ,·? -- ,:~ -k ,., < .\~ r t .. , (.~ rJ..L/-~__/J,L.,L_ o~ o a s gna~ · ...... ~~,-----__..i Onto 
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Adopted by the Education Committee 
January 30, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2031 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the blll with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1 ~21 -02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to required units 
for approved high schools. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1, AMENDMENT. Section 15,1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-21-02, High schools• Required units. 

.L In order to be approved by the superintendent of public Instruction, eaeh .§ 
public aoo b.Lgh school or a nonpublic high school shall mal<o aYallable to 
eaoh etudertt each year allow students to make selections from a 11st that 
Includes: 

+.- 1L Four units of English. 

Gt ht +rn-ee Four units of mathematics, which must Include at least one untl 
of algebra I, one unit of algebra II, one unit of geometry-trigonometry, 
and one unit of calculu§. 

Gr ~ 

4r di 

Four units of science .• which must Include at least one unit of blology, 
gne unit of chemistry. and one unit of physics • 

:rhroo Eru!r units of social studies, lnoludlng which must Include at 
leaet one M.nll of world history and one illllt of United States history, 
both of which must emphasize geogt'aphy, 

5-: !L. GM One·balf unit of health and phyoloal odueatloA1 

61 Ono unit at each grade level from nine through twelve. 

L. One•half unit of physical education at each grade level from nine 
through twelve. 

a.,. Jwo unll.s of music, 

+-r An~ sh< unite selooted from buslnoeo oduoatlon, oeonomloa and tho free 
ontorprlso oyotom,- ~ot'Olgn language, Amorlean sign language, ane 
yooatlonal oourooe~ and oonau~ng~ 
euolnoee and oHloo toohnology, morl<ol.lng, •dl~otkme, traae 
and lnauetrlol eduoaUon, t000rtaJe.yy oduonllon, and ~oa#h oareere. Tl=te 
YOOO-t4ooal~~·g through oeopo ratl't'-0-&ffangomonte 
appr-o¥od by the--atate-beafd le.,~ 1teeallenak}nd toohnloal oduoaUeAT 

~ Iwo units of the same foreign !anm,~ 

L. Itiree unite QU!.Q.Q.atlonal education,\ 

h Iwel~~ta-<>~lect!ves. 
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.. 
2.,, If a~ student s6lects a unit from the regulrements (J.rovlded in 

~Mb !visions a i rough d of subsection 1, the public h~h school or 
nonpublic high school shall provide the unit to the stu_Emt. 

3. a. lf six or fewer stygents select a unit from the requirements provided In 
subdlvls!Q!Js a through d of subsection 1. the cgurse may ba provided 
furough any delivery me!hod not contrary to state law and may lnclYde, 
classroom or Individual Instruction and distance learning options, 
Including Interactive video. computer lnstructlgn. correspondenQQ 
courses. and postsecondary enrollment optloos. 

~ 

Qi. If a;J{ student selects a unit from the requirements provided In 
sub !visions e through I of subsection 1, the Q.Ubllc school Qt 
nonpublic high school shall provide the unit to the student. The school 
may provide the unit by any delivery method not contrary to state law 
and may Include classroom or lndlvfdual Instruction Qnd distance 
learning options. Including Interactive video, computer Instruction. 
correspondence courses, and postsecondary enrollment under 
chapter 15, 1-25, 

The board of a school district may no! Impose any fees or charges upon§ 
student for the provision of or participation In units as provided In tbla 
section, other than the fees permitted by section 15.1-09-36, 

If In order to meet the minimum unit requirements of this section, a schooj 
district Includes academic courses offered by a postsecondary Institution 
under chapter 15.1-25, the school district shall: 

ft1 Pay all costs of the student's attendance. except those fees that are 
permissible under section 15, 1 ·09-38: and 

b.& Transport th~ student to and from the location_ at which the course Is 
offered or provide mileage reimbursement to the student If 
transportation Is provided by the studQot or the student's fam~tt 

Renumber accordingly 

Pogo No, 2 30078,0504 

' ,, 

" 

i .. '~ 
'1 ',, 
I 



Date: ..2-/~ /~ 3 
Roll Call Vote#: 2-

2003 SENATE STANDING COl\1M]TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. "52J olo:, ( 

Senate EDUCATION 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken .1· A71~¢~~ 

Motion Made By ~• ~ Seconded By 

Senators Yes No Senators . 
LAYTON FREBORG, CHAIR. v. LINDA CHRISTENSON 
GARY A. LEE, V, CHAIR. i--- V RYAN M. TAYLOR 
D.WJGHT COOK V 
TIMFLAKOLL v 

-

Committee 

Yes No 
V 

V 

-

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) _, ---~lf ___ No _ _...x;.;2 ______ _ 
() 

PJoor Assignment 

If the vote is on an, amendment, b,ic~y indicate intent: 21iJ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

--) ~ . ~~ ~ ~ ~- 1: ~~ 4 
(fl,; .A44 .aZ~ ~~ rc:1~ ~ 11 



I 
I', ,, 
' 
'• 

Date: ~/ 'I /1.1 
Roll Call Vote #: 3 

2003 SENATE STANbING COl\1l\11TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~&olt>3/ 

Senate EDU CA Tl ON 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Co\lncil Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

Senators 
LAYTON FREBORG, CHAJ;R, 
GARY A. LEE, V, CHAIR. 
DWIGHT COOK 
TIM FLAKOLL 

Yes, 
v 
V 
V 
✓ 

No Senators 
LINDA CHRISTENSON 
RYAN M. TAYLOR 

i 
0'' 

Committee 

Yes No 
V 

v 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) S" No / ---=::;;,_ ______ -------------

Q 

Floor Assignment _ --7'4.....,. .... ..ILblC....£...L-1,:..-.-...J~_.c;,::;......=;,. ______________ _ 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

" ". . . . ... """" . - . "~----· - .. .. . , ... 
The mh,rographfc lmagoe on tl\h film nre occuroto reproduotlone of rocorde dollvornd to Modern lnforrMtlon SyntCHl\9 for• mfcrof I lmlng ind 
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(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTIC I If tho fllmod Image abovo le leas loglblo thAn this Notlco, ,~ IB duo to the quality of th• 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMl"rTEE (410) 
February 6, 2003 8:53 a.m. 

Module No: SR-23-1799 
Carrier: Cook 

Insert LC: 30078,0504 Tltle: ,0700 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2031: Education Committee (Sen, Freborg, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO ~ASS (6 YEAS, 1 NAY, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SB 2031 was placed 011 the Sixth order on the 
calendar, 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILLN replace the remalncier of the blll with 11for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 15.1 -21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to required units 
for approved high schools. 

BE IT ENACTE'l ev THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenactec.J as follows: 

15.1-21-02, High schools • Required units. 

.L In order to be approved by the superintendent of public Instruction, eaeR A 
public aAEI high school or a nonpublic high school shall mal~o attollable te 
eeef1 studeAt each year ~II.QW..S1!.!dents tQ make selectlQD§ from ~ 11st thm 
Includes.: 

+. i.t. Four units of English. 

2r ~ TAFeo Four units of mathematics, which must Include at least one unit 
of algebra I, one unit Qf alget;m~ II, one unit Qf geom~tiy-trlgonQmet~1 

and one unit of calculus. 

& c. Four units of science I which must Include at le§st Qne unit Qf blolog~. 
one unit oJ chemistry. and one unit of physics. 

4: dt Tl=lreo Four units of social studies, fnoludlng which must Include at 
!§Mt one .Ynlt of world history and one .unlt of United States history, 
both of which must emphasize geography, 

&.- §.i. GAe One-half unit of health aAd ~l=l~oloal eeh::toatlen. 

6: One unit at each grade level from nine through twelve. 

t. On~•half ynlt Qf Qhyslcal education at eaQh grage level {r.9m nloe 
thrgugh twelve, 

~ Two unit& of music. 

':l-t AA"t elM 1:1Alte eeleetee ft!eM euelAeee eeueatleA, eeeAef'fllee aAe tt:\e IFee 
eAteff:)flee e~eteM, fe,elgn laAgt::tage, AmeFleaA · elgA laAg1::1age, aAEf 
-..eeatleAal ee1::tfaee h=ieh:1elng faA=illy aAa eeAe1:1mef eeleAeee, agfle1:dt1::tfe, 
et:1elAese and e##lee teet=iAeleg~. maflEetlng, Ell..«e~elflea eee1:1~aUeAe, tfaee 
aAE:t IAElustFlal eaueatleA, teet:!Aeleg!,4 eeueatlen, aAe ~ealtt=i ea,eere. :i:t=ie 
-~eeatleAal ee1:1Feee ma!,l ee eHeFea Uue1::tgh eeepeFatlt+'e affaAgemeAte 
epf)feved by tho otate beaH:i fer •.ioomloAai aAe teehnleal oouoatlOA-r 

~ T~ ynlt~ Qf th~ sam~ for~lgo la,nguaath 

h Three units of vocational education. 

Ii ·rwelve units of et actives. 
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2.i. If any student selects a unit from the requirements provlt!ed In 
subdivisions a through d of subsection 1. the oubllo high school or 
nonpublic high school shall provide the unit to the student. 

3, ft, If sbc or fewer students select a unit from the requirements provided In 
subdivisions a through d of subsection 1. the course m(!Y_be provided 
through any delivery method not contrary to state law and mav 
Include classroom 2r lndlyldual Instruction and dl,,;tanoe learning 
options, Including Interactive video, computer Instruction. 
.corresgondenoe courses, and pqstsecondary enrollment options, 

ht If any student selects a unit from the regulrements provided In 
subdivisions e through I of subsection 1, the publlo school or 
nonpublic high school shall provide the unit to the student, ThJt 
school may provide the unit by any delivery method not contrary to 
state law and may Include classroom or lndlvldual Instruction an~ 
dl§tance learning options, lncludlng Interactive video, computer 
Jnstructlon, correspondence courses, and postsecondary enrollment 
under chapter 1 s, 1-25, 

~ lhe board of a school district may not Impose any fees or charges upon_a 
stydent for the provision of or participation lo units as proylded In this 
section, other than the fees permitted by section 1 g.1-09-3Q, 

~ If In order to meet the minimum unit requirements of this section, a school 
_dlstrlqt Includes academic courses offered by a postsecondary Institution 
.under chapter 15.1-25, the school district shall: 

At Pay i:lll costs of the student•s attendance. except those fees that are 
permissible under section 15.1-Q9·36: and 

b..t Transport the student to and from the locatlon at which the course Is 
offered or provide mileage reimbursement to Jhe student lf 
transportation Is provided by the student or the student's famUy, 11 

Renumber accordingly 
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Chainnan Kelsch opened the hearing on SB 2031. 

Meter# 
730-3214 

5420-end 
00-end 

00-1300 

Anita Thomas, Legislative Council assigned to Education Interim Committee, 

I am testifying neither for nor against, but to introduce this bill for the Interim Committee. 

This bill contains some significant changes and provisions that were recommended by the interim 

committee, I will highlight the changes, explaining the provisions of the bill as introduced and 

then moving to the Senate changes. Others coming behind me will address the impact of those 

changes. The interim education committee was charged with studying education with during 

insuing 5-10-20-years. And in so doing the committee decided to look at what courses the 

schools had to make available to their students. As current law provides in order to approved a 

high school must make available to each student 4 units of English, 4 units of Science, 3 units of 

Math, 3 units of Social Studies, 1 unit of health and physical education, The committee 

detennined that present law had two principal difficulties, The first, 1 the phrase 'shall make 

available' that is not defined. Under a liberal reading of the la\\' 1 ..,l,uuol districts have hired and 

English teacher for year, provide four units of English in that one y~ar and then provide nothing 
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for the remaining three years. Now a second concerns was that the interim committee had was 

that the CWTi;'tlt law required only that a particular subject be made available, example 4 units of 

Science must be made available. The law does not specify nor does it provide any guidance as to 

what it must be to stay within the broad designation. Based on those conclusions, the interim 

committee crafted a bill that identified the unites that must be offered, the grade levels at which 

the units must be offered, and provided some frame of reference with respect to what must be 

included in these units. The current law required that 4 units of English be made available to each 

students and Senate bill 2031 as introduced will require 1 unit of English/language/arts at each 

grade level of 9-12. Each of those units would have to meet or exceed the states content 

standards. Currently 3 units of Math are required, SB 2031 as introduced would raise that to 4 

units and 1 unit be required at each grade level of9-12. Science has 4 units for current law, and 

the requirements for social studies was raised from 3 to 4. Again one unit at each grade level~ 

meeting or exceeding all standards. The cuttent law provides that a school must make available 1 

unit of Health and Physical Education. The interim committee felt that it was not clear that this 

means a school must provide 1 unit of health and 1 unit of physical education or whether a single 

unit was to incorporate both the health and physical education. In order to be clear the interim 

committee specifically directed that 1/2 unit of each be made available at each grade level 9-12. 

As for Music only 1 unit is required and the interim committee raised it to 2 units, Foreign 

language is presently used as an elective which may or may not be offered, because of a 

significant number of colleges are requiring 2 .. 3 years of a foreign language, the committee 

, determined that at least three unites of the same foreign language be offered by a high school. SB 
I 
i / i;:) 2031 provided that the,ie three units must meet standards but did not require them to be offered at 

l 
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any specific grade level. Current law required that 6 elective units be mnde available, and that 

those 6 be selected from a specific list, The committee felt that there might be other electives that 

schools would prefer to offer and therefore the committee removed the requirements that thf, 

electives be selected from a statutory list, The committee did however feel that requiring a school 

to offer only 6 electives options to students who would attend high school for four years was not 

sufficient. The committee therefore recommended that each school make available at least 24 

electives, The interim committee wanted to be clear that each high .!!chool, public or nonpublic 

would have to provide students with a list of units identified in the bill, If any student wanted to 

take a unit on that list, the school would have to make that unit available, Tho committee gave 

the schools a great deal of flexibility in determining how the units will be made available, School 

could offer the unit by means of classroom, individual instruction, distance learning options such 

as IV AN, computer instruction or correspondence. The bill even recognizes the post-secondary 

enrollment as an option, the onty pr,wisat wa~ that if a school would use this option to meet the 

requirement then the ~chool has to pay the costs of the students attendance and provide 

transportation or reimbursement for the transportation. That was the bill as it came out of the 

interim committee. Changes to the bill in the Senate, removed the requirements that the units 

meet or exceed the states content standard. And with a couple of notable exceptions, it removed 

the requirements that the wtlts be made available at each grade level between 9w 12. Instead it 

required that the schools make available each year 4 units of English, 4 units of Math (including 

Alg I & II Geometry/frig and ), 4 units of Science (including Biology, Chemistry, Physics), 4 

uni.ts of Social Studies (including World History, US History, Geography), 1 unit of Health and 

Physical Education and reduced the foreign language requirement to two years but added three 

" 
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units of vocational eriucation. And finally it required 12 elective units available. Any student may 

opt to take one of the English units, Math, Science, or on~ of the Social Studies units, the school 

has to provide that. However if only 6 or fewer students sign up for that unit, the schools may 

provide it by means of olnssroom or individual instruction, distance learning or postMsecondary 

enrollment. The bill is uilent if 7 or more sign up for the unit. I don't know if the intent was 

required that with the larger enrollment the unit must be provided by a teacher in front of the 

class. Engrossed 8B203 :t goes on to provide that if any student selects a unit from the remainder 

of the list which consists of Health, Physical Ed, Music, Foreign Language, Vocation Education 

or one of the 12 electives the school shaJl provide the unit and it may provide it by provide it by 

any lawful means. The remainder of 2031 also prohibits the imposition of fees or charges upon a 

student other than those that are already pennitted by law. And when post secondary options are 

utilized to meet the requirements of the act the school has to pay the cost of the student to attend, 

and transportation. 

Rep. Hawken: I just need a clarification, 1/2 unit of health every year, do they have to be 

different do you have to have 4 different offerings, 

Chairman Kelsch It is the selection that you have the ability to be offered, 1/2 unit of health 

each year 9-12 and 1/2 unit of physical education at each grade level 9M 12. 

Chairman Kelsch what's the reason for the deduction in the requirements for foreign languages? 

Thomas: I was not privy to the conversation in the Senate 

Rep. Sltte Under SA, does that mean that the students from Washburn take interactive video 

classes for different psychology's through BSC. So wilJ the Washburn public schools be paying 

O for he tuition for those students, H is a dual credit class, 

L ______ _ 
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Thomas: Yes, it comes under the provision of the post .. secondary 15 .1 -25 and that course is 

being used to meet the minimum requirements of the act, then yes it would be the rtsponsibility 

of the school and to provide the transportation. 

Chairman Kelsch However I don't think that dual courses are meeting the minimum 

r~uirements, there would still be a fee opposed upon the kids. 

Rep. Mueller If I am seeing the Engrossed bill correctly, they don't have to meet the minimum 

course requirements anymore. 

Chairman Kelsch Where Rep, Sitte was talking about it is says in order to meet the minimum 

unit requirements of this section the school distrir.t includes economic courses offered by post 

st~':Ondary under chapter 15, 1-25, pay all of the costs, 

Thomas: There was conversation during the interim about one high school district that was 

located in thei town of a institution of higher education. And the grade 12 English course was 

taken at the college. That was the situation that the interim committee was interested in. The 

schools aro required to offer four English courses, only three are offered at the school, the fourth 
I 

is taken at the local campus, thus meeting the requirements, 

Chainnan Kelsch that is the section relating to 11th and 12th graders to get post secondary credit 

Rep. Jon Nelson Sub section 3B, it says 'if the students selects a unit from the requirements the 

school must provide it.' so is that an option for a school in a town of a higher education 

institution that the school district is required to pay the tuition and the transportation, 

Chairman Kelsch that is correct under there, the question had to do with dual credit classes, and 

those are not required classes for the minimum requirement. 

L ----------·---------·-----·····•· .............. . 
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Anita Decker, .J>frector of School Approval and Accreditation, Depart. of Publlc 

lnstru"tlon, See Attached Testimony, proposed amendments and dual credit courses handout. 

2538 Rep. Williams 1 S.1-21-02 1 unit of English/Language/ Art at each grade level 9-12. How 

many school.CJ right now whoa re not teaching all four levels in a given year, when they have a 

small number of students. 

Decker: There are several, I can get that infonnation for you. 

Rep. Williams Math, generally there is Alg I & II, Geometry , Senior Math, they also are offered 

with the Geometry and senior math alternating years, And also the Sciences are juggled for the 

Jr. and Sr, classes. Physical Science, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, In the smaller schools this is 

the way that you h,we to offer them. This has a <lifficult effect on the smaller schools. 

Decker: It may have a neg, effect on some small schools, that do not offer all courses each yr. 

Rep. Sltte Are you saying that all 11onpublic, but approved schools have to follow these 

guidelines. Decker: That is con·ect. 

Rep. Jon Nelson How does a small school mak,;, this work, and still remain approved. 

D~cker: Many schools are sharing teachers now. If they have a teacher that has a full load and 

they don't offer all of the courses every year, perhaps partnering with a neighbor school is an 

option, or through distance learning they might be able to expand their curriculum. 

Rep. Jon Nelson This is not an expansion of the cuniculum1 the course are offered throughout 

the four years, it is just not every year, I don't understand how this could be an expansion. 

Decker: If they have to offer it every yr., it is expanding what many of hem are doing right now. 

They are not offering them all now, some every other yeru-. If they offered them every year it is an 

expansion of the offered courses. 

---- -- -----
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Decker: every student wo1.lld have the option, every year of the full rich curriculum. We find the 

students that are transferring from one district to another, if they move into a district where this 

year it is Chemistry, and they had Chemistry last year they might not have the opportunity made 

to them. And it oan be offered through the Division of Independent Study, 

Rep. WIiliams the small schools ofless than 75 in high school, that Science teacher that English 

teacher, that Math teacher, many times teaches in the middle school arena and the high school 

level. And if they have to offer some of these every year, it is going to have an economic impact 

on that school district, because they are going to have to offer more sections of that course. It is 

not always easy to share with another school on a required course. May be on Spanish, 

Mueller: Your amendments, you have improved greatly in what we have before us in the 

Engrossed bill. Am I reading this correctly is the physics/chemistry type issue. 

Decker I hope so, we want to make this better for the students. 

Closed hearing until afternoon. 

Dan Pullen, Director of ND Educational Technology Council, See Attached Testimony 

Chainnan Kelsch Other than the Dual credit courses, can you tells us some of the other courses 

that are being offered, Who is doing this? 

Putlen: Sociology, College English, Physiology, Philosophy~ Senior Math, Calculus, English, 

World Geography, Human Anatomy, plus Vocational classes. 

Wayne Kutzer, Director of State Board for Vocational & Technical Education, See 

Attached Testimony Handed in, written testimony in his absence. 

Dana Bohn, Information Technology Council of ND, 

We are in support of the original bill. Our misslon is to promote the use, growth. and 

.J 
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dcvelopmen.t of infom1ation technology. And the 6 or fewer limit we are against. 

OPPOSITION: 

Bev Nlelson, School Board Association, See Attached Testimony 

We have learned a lot more about NCLB in just one month since this was changed. The concept 

of this bill in the interim and we did speak in favor of it on the Senate side. A unifonn system Is 

waning to much with the reality of high qualified teacher and t'equirements being brought 

foiward, plus the shortage of dollars. 

Chairman Kelsch Do you support amendments from Anita Decker. 

Nielson: I didn't have a copy of them as she rend it. I don,t think the compliance year is in ther~, 

we would have to add hat. I don't recall if she reduced the number of electives 

Chairman Kelsch is at 12 electives and 2 years of foreign language, We are trying to look 

realistically what can be accomplished in th~ confines of the moneys that districts are going to 

receive. So in our amendment, we did not i.ncludo the vocational requirements, bec.ause it just 

gets to be overwhelming 

Rep. Jon Nelson In the engrossed bill it is pretty obvious that Anita state the offering of 4 units 

of science each year and now it is my understanding a~ I read the original bill, 1 unit of science 

offered at each grade level from 9 .. 12, 

Nielson: The way I understood it in the originl.\1 bill, was that you had to offer 1 science at each 

grade level 9 .. 12, each year. That is why I am saying, now that we know you c~111t use teachers 

with minors, that is cumbersome, perhaps in the difficult to fill offerings, by allowing the 

alternating of pttysics and chemistry in the last two years, may be acceptable. If you got a transfer 

Q student in you would have to be prepared to serve that student. 

w 
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Chairman Kelsch The US department of Education, their take on the composite degrees for the 

middle schools at least, was that you would be able to keep those, that they would be okay. 

Nielson: This bill only addresses 9• l 2 ChaJrman Kelsch I have them checking on that 

Rep, Jon Nelson I would think that you have a number of schools districts in your organization, 

that will have real heartburn wf th this provision and to me we should create policy not for the 

exception but for the majority of the students, and the exceptions could be handled through 

independent study or distance learning, Some schools may never have the exceptions. Some 

schools can only offer these by alternating years and with tho efficiencies that ara built into their 

systems, it is unworkable in my opinion, if we don't allow that. 

() 
Nielson: More and more things that are becoming worry some about this, and the alternating 

years is one of them. Partially because of the teachers and the requirement of them and because 

the number of students you have to offer them both each year for one or two kids is to much, 

Chafrmau Kelsch How does that meet a uniform education across the state? 

Nielson: I'm thinking that if they alternate say Chemistry and Physics, and allow clearly for a 

student who comes in new to the district and doesn •t have one, You need to make that course 

available to them, but I don't think we need to say, that in small schools that students can pick to 

take one, one year and another he next year, Ending up with one or two kids in a class, 

Chah·man Kelsch How do you then get to Education opportunity equity, how do you justify 

alternating the courses, because they are not able to get back to back sciences to take a dual 

credit, because they are not going to have the background. They will not be able to take an 

advanced science course if the two classes are offered in Soph. and Sr. years. 

Rf p. Sttte My daughter is in a Calculus class with three students, our school only offers them 

L . -
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under a block, but calc is only offered every other year. Our school has been flip flopping the 

Chemistry!Physics for years and a lot of other class B schools do it, it is very common. 

Rep. Herbel How many schools are in this position? 

Rep, Hanson You mentioned that the Vocational classes are very expensive, how about typing, 

bookkeeping, home health, are they considered a vocation type of class. 

Nielsen: Their are a lot of things considered in what we call voe. tech, Whatever the new name 

for it is, Even your technology classes are considered in the voco, area, health service, I don't 

know about typing. It is called keyboarding. 

Rep. Hawken: Only 6 public schools that don't have at least this many course offerings, and 

Rep. Hanson it is Fam11y and Consumer scienc~. 

Chairman Kelsch: What is the rationale for 6 students, Nielson: Someone very close to you. 

Wayne Llngen, Cando-Bisbee/Egeland School 2 handouts. 

Concerned about a mandate without funding. Caudo meets the requirements and Bisbee does not. 

Rep. Williams This gives reference to what I was saying this morning, My point is are you 

alternating your classes now. 

Lingen: yes we are, not yet in Cando, but I Sec Attached Testimony that we are going to have to 

down the road. 

David Chapmant Principal at Dakota Adventist Academy 

I have several concerns about this piece of legislation, one of them having to do with this being 

to prescriptive. I come from a background of taking a lot of math and science but as this law is 

written, what is requiring four units of spe~ific items, and 11S I think about our program we 

already offer S units and we don't even touch calculus. And to add Calculus to our program 
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would increase for the upper end students but we don't deal with students that aro just ready for 

calculus. We deal with students that come to us from both public and private schools that need 

pre algebra before they talce algebra. Adding another math to our curriculum would require us to 

expend the equivalent of three percent additional to our budget to hire another teacher. And so I 

look at the things being prescribed, it concerns me, Secondly, as I look at how ND states the 

graduation requirements, do these requirements of the law match up with gr~duation 

requirements as stated in the law, I have found that the only thing pending for 21 units, but it is 

not prescriptive to the list you have here. As I understand the Century Code it states that the 

Superintendent makes sure that people take classes and train them in English, Math, Science, and 

Health, but it does not tell to what extent the training is to take place. Thirdly, I am a believer in a 

variety of classes, as this law is written, a school teach 39 units of credit, every year. Or provide 

for their offerings through distance learning or other things. And on top of that, how do we 

differentiate 4 different health classes. How do we put that curriculum together for freshman 

through senior that is different. We would have to design additional classes. Last, I have a strong 

concern about the elective requirements. In my dealings with Department of Public Instruction 

sometimes I get the impression, a math course would not count for an elective. That concerns me, 

because under this law I would have to be teaching 6 math course but 3 ure required for 

graduation, and can the students use the additional classes as electivos. My concern for the way it 

is written, someone at Department of Public Instruction may translate that to mean, math courses 

are listed separate from electivvs, therefore you have to come up with something else. Those are 

my concerns I would be happy to answer any questions of the c.ommittee. 

Rep. Meler Currently what does Dakota Academy require for graduation requirements? 

'.,r,• ', 
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Chapman: 4 English, 3 Social Studies, 2 Science, 2 math, or college prepatory plus one year 

additional, 2 phy. ed. 1/2 unit of health, and 4 Religion, We recommend a foreign language, 

Rep. Meler You don't require but you strongly recommend. Chapman: yes 

Dean Bardt ND Small Organized School 

We have been hearing back from some of our members about this bill, we tracked it during the 
l 
I 

I interim committee. We were not terribly concerned with it at that time, I guess. In the first 

hearing on the bill in the Senate, but since then we have been hearing quite a bit from our ' I J 

mernbernhip about the effects that this bill would have. It may have a n~gative impact on some j 
' I 
I 

small schools that don't offer these courses each year and it will have a negative financially. We I 
I 

are suffering teacher shortages, esp, in smaller schools, and it is not easy to find teachers to teach I ,, 

! 

0 in some of these areas when you are looking at foreign languages for instance. In addition the 1 
:1 
;, 

problem of offering 4 years of science and not being able to alternate. A lot of school districts are 
(, 

x 
1; 
! 
( 

doing this now, they are alternating Chemistry and Physics, they want to continue to do that. The ,i 
I 
j 

possibility of the transfer student not getting a need course for graduation. The one thing that I r 

can be confident of is, if a lot of these changes are made, it will be troublesome for many schools, 

Courtney Koebele, ND State Association for Non .. Publlc Schools, See Attached Testimony 

Rep. Sltte do you have access to ITV 

Koebele, some do and some don't. most don't, that is not a practical solution for this matter. 

Rep. Sttte Exactly, this is a veey sensitive to the cost prohibitive, 

Rep. Jon Nelson This added to NCLB and other legislation that we have seen esp. teaching in 

your major field of education, A lot of the public schools have tools at there disposal, one being 

\ joint powers to work as a group, are nonpublic schools part of joint powers agreements? 
\.J 
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Koebele: We do with the Roughrider / Dickinson and in Minot. 

Darrin Christenson: Rock Lake Superintendent 

To answer some questions that were posed earlier about how many distriots rotate on a two year 

schedule. In my ar~ everyone within the SO mile radius. We need the ability to stay with a two 

year schedule. I don't like all of the requirements and it talces away from the local control our 

school boards. Good job on saying we need this many credits to graduate and leave it to the 

boards to decide from that point. I have some concerns over d1e electives, it says in the first 

engrossment, foreign languages are not electives. Give us the money and we will find good 

teachers and then we will offet• more electives. One of the ways that we offer electives is we 

combine our jr. and sr. English, with the additional period we offer an elective. Vve are doing the 

most that we can at the local level. It is getting very hard to find teachers. 

Rep, Wllllams The original bill had three units of the same foreign language, this one has two, 

The schools in your area, how many s~hools that you know of offer the three years of the same 

foreign language? 

Christensen: Langdon, French, Leeds, Spanish, and some have done it by IV AN, Lakota has a 

Spanish teacher that we are going to share. 

Chairman Kelsch I listen to your argument about local control, the difference between this bill 

and talking about local control back home is the fact that your local school board is not bound by 

a constitution to provide a unifonn education across the state. The reason that this bill ca:rne up in 

the ftrst place is that we knew that there are potential lawsuits being tossed around in the interim 

and one of the issues of the three. Funding equity, Capital construction, and educational 

opportunities for the students. I understand your plea for local control, but this is what we as 

L. ______ _ 
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lawmakers are bound by in the constitution, 

Sandy Clark, ND Farm Bureau 

On the record to say this is very costly, the engrossed bill has the required courses is a real 

problem for small and medium sized schools, the alternating years that come up I think that it is a 

problem. We looked at a lot of our members we looking at the four year, we like two year and the 

12 electives is better than what we saw before. 

Joe Westby, NDEA 

Engrossed bill sub section, 2/3 remain in there, it concerns is from our members who teach on 

IV AN, perhaps the interest in IVAN will grow by students if this bi11 stays the way it is, They 

want for me to express to you their concern that there should be some limits on the schools that 

can be at any given site. Because they have difficulty maintaining control of the students if they 

oan not see them on the screen and if their are to many school districts tied in at once, Suggestion 

was made that three groups of 8, no more than 8w9 per site, No more than wheat you would put in 

the classroom if they were in from of you. Total aggregate ofno more than 25. Three years ago 

the Quality Schools commissiott was actively meeting, we supported all attempts to improve the 

quality of eduGation in ND, and we still do that. I think that was the intent of the bill to 

standardize quality across the state m,d improve the offerings to children. We applaud that idea, 

hut the financial burden is to lage. 

Rep. Meler In those classes that IV AN, is here someone that oversees the students, at each site? 

Westby; I don't know much about it, that varies from place to place. Gary Gronberg says that is 

yes it is a requirement. 

Carol Two Eagles, a teacher of traditional skllls, 
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On behalf of my sister, Iris of the Three Affiliated Tribes, that you change the language in the bill 

to how ever many units of any one language other than English, So that we can include Native 

American languages. I have been involved in saving native American languages actively since 

1994. Iris teaches Hidatsa, and says there are fewer than 40 fluent speakers and yet we are talking 

about Lewis & Clark and everything, Our children go on and off the reservation, it is important 

to us to keep the benefits of our language, I would ask you to include this language, 

Mary Wahl, ND Council of Education Leaders 

I thiru-. it is very commendable that this legislation is attempting to address this issue of 

educational equity in our state, The one with regards to funding and educational opportunities 

that we offer our kids. It is commendable and essential that we do this. The problem is that we 

are attempting to address a very significant problems with very little funding. I'm not sure that 

you can accomplish those goals of offering the funding and education opportunity equity with 

only the current 5.4 M that we find in the budget today. You have heard it stated and I think it is 

a real feat that while school districts out there, if these come to them without money, it becomes 

indeed a unfunded mandate. And we talked yesterday about the impact that the current proposal 

for funding has on school districts, 100 of them receiving no new money, I guess we could say it 

is time for the local folks to step up to the plate, perhaps some might be able to do that, but some 

are at the limit. Another conundrom that it creates for you as a legislature, who are attempting to 

address the question of equity. One of the questions in the last Supreme Court equity law suit 

was the issue of state support vs. local support. And that was a issue that the judges discussed to 

decide whether the funding was constitutional. In 1990-19991 the Supreme Court sited when o they did their discussion on that the funding on the state level was 50%. In the current year the 
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fund,ng on the state level is 42%. I'm not sure as you attempt to address equity that you move 

agenda forward an awful lot. If on one hand you are incurring costs, trying to provide more 

educational opportunity, but on the other hand widening the gap between the stnte and local 

provides in tenns of support for education, Those are our concerns. What its, If you told kids 

they could sign up for anything, give them the opportunity and they will do it. And I can imagine 

that there will be many kids signing up for many courses, school districts would loose the 

flexibility that they sometimes need to be able to manage the staff that they have to provide 

education. Also there would be a need for more teachers, If you are going to offer Health twice as 

much someone is going to have to teach those courses, I'm not sure there are adequate resources 

in the budget to allow for the provisions in this bill and some of the other ones for NCLB and 

secondly, Are we adding another layer of stress over their heads. 

Rep. WilUams If you are sitting in one of those small towns and you are hearing 2154 and 2031, 

what is the message that is belng sent. 

Wahl: I would have to guess that you don't value them as small schools, whether they exist or 

not is not that important, 

closed hearing 
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Committee work: 

House Education Committee 

Side A Side B Meter# 
601-1078 

Rep. Herbel The sub committee met this morning and we have come to a fairly good portion of 

the resolution that we need to address this one, but there is a bit of concern, part of the bill has 

some language reads that 1/2 unit of physical education which meets or exceed the states 

0 standard at each grade level 9-12. The question is: is this going to produce a hardship for schools 

if this is to be for each grade level 9-12, The smaller and mid sized schools have offerings 

alternating. the larger ones offer each year. I would ask that committee members get a hold of 

superintendents to find out what kinds of problems they will have with this, That wilt make a 

difference in how we deal with this issue, 

\ 

V 

Chairman Kelsch The interpretation that you have is that it has to be a different phy ed cfoss 

each year. Herbel: It does not say that. Rep. Jon Nelson it is combined 

Chairman Kelsch So it could be that it is the same class offored each year, 

Rep. Herbel And the 10th graders and the 11th graders can take it Rep. Hanson at the same 
' 

time Rep. Herbel that is the question, each grade level 9 .. 12, and there is concern now what does 

it take to satisfy this, 
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Chairman Kelsch some schools already require within their curriculum that you have to have a 

Phy Ed every year. Rep. Herbel right now I think the statute says you have to provide otte credit 

of health and Phy Ed., This one says a 1/2 unit through 9-12. You might want to address this with 

your lu~ people. The reason is to keep the kids in physical condition, they are getting less and 

lt,ss exercise. Chairman Kelsch Yes unless they are in a sport 

: you are saying that every student would need to be in Health for four years 

Rep. Hunskor Rep. Herbel we are talking phy ed. Rep. Hawken: They won't be if the school 

district does not require it. They have to make it available, 

Rep. Herbel It is not a problem for the bigger schools only the smaller ones. 

Rep. WllUams do you recall why we are doing this. Chairman Kelsch During the interim the 
I 

committee that studied different aspects of education. School consolidation, providing a unifoml 

system of education across the state for all students, and one of the issues that this committee 

really thought was important was to be able to have a unifonn type of education, so all students 

had access to the same types of courses. Whether they took them or not, we can lead a horse to 

water but we can't make them drink. So that they had the same opportunities whether you were 

from Wolford or from Fargo. You had access tc, those classes, We took a lot of testimony during 

the interln\ on this bill, worked relatively hard on the concept. Why some of the changes were 

made on the Senate side I am not sure. 

Rep. Wllllams lfwt!l are going to be deliberating. Rep. Herbel we have already done this. 

Rep. Norland social skills is not listed 

Chairman Kelsch I have one son is talcing lifetime sports, learning how to play pinochle. 

,~ recess until 10 am for sub committees to work. 
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Review amendments Rep. Herbel we went back to the original SB 2031 and made some 

changes. This gives the option now for schools to use alternate years for the 4 English, 4 math, 4 

science, and so on. Original in statute it said one unit of Phy Ed. and Health now it says a l /2 unit 

of Health for each year, so it means the school has to offer each year so that any grade may take 

it. The original bill had 2 units of Music, now this says 2 units of fine arts, one of which is music, 

option to use IV AN for music history, theater arts that kind of thing, Under H, we went to 2 of 

the same foreign languages, original had 3, Vocational went to 2 from 3, and 12 electives. 

Defined what 'make available' means on the second page. Subsection 6 indicates that this does 

not apply to the alternative schools. 

Rep. Banton What is included in vocational now Rep. Herbel page 1 number 7, it would be 

business ed, economics, free enterprise system, foreign languages 

l,tep. Hanton can they be the same as the electives, right Rep. Herbel they can be, The 

requirements for graduation is left up to the school boards. These are not the required courses. 

U Rep. Hanson We probably should have a geography in there, because it is not taught after the 

L __________ _ 
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eighth grade, 

Rep. Williams I don't think we need to do that, for example most of the class A schools in had 

geography in the 1980 most of schools have a global studies or geography, But I feel that is up to 

the local school boards Rep. Hanson Most kids don't even know where Iraq is, 

Chairman Kelsch So then the vocational courses can be the family consumer sciences as well as 

the agriculture. Rep. Herbel yes 

Rep. Jon Nelson I think we received the letter from Carol Two Eagles this morning about the 

native language being included, She suggested any language othet' than English be included, 

rather than using Foreign. 

Anita Decker: I am not aware of any school right now that is offering a native language as a two 

year program. But as far as we are concerned we could count it, she is probably right in that we 

would have to rename it, may be even Modem Language, is which we nonnally do, I'm not sure 

we are running into other things there or not. 

Rep. Herbel This would not prevent them from teaching it though, Decker: no 

Rep. Sftte sign language is an option too. Decker: yes 

Chairman Kelsch I think that the sohool board can interpret this for what ever they see is 

interested and needed. So that is all taken care of 

Rep. WllUams Concerned about going from 2 units of the same foreign language in this bill, Do 

you have any idea how many schools offer foreign language and how many schools only offer 

one year of that language. The University System on Minn. requires a foreign language. To my 

knowledge does not yet. Chairman Kelsch they don't yet but they are looking at it. 

Rep. Herbel are you saying it is a good thing offering two years, Rep. Williams yes, but I do not 
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want to hurt the smaller school districts. 

Rep. Hunskor Rep, Hanson has a valict point on Geography in the smaller schools in ND, there 

is very little knowledge where places are, if at all. We need a Httle more advise on this from our 

people. 

Rep. Herbel But under section D, the school has the option to do it if they wish. If we put it in 

there we are dictating policy 

Rep. Hawken: That is just what I was going to say. We did not want to make a long listing. this 

allows school boards to their job, 

Rep. Hanson what are the four qualifiers: US History, World History, Economics, Government 

flip tape Bev Nielsen you have to meet or exceed the state standards, and rather than naming 

1
~ courses that is why we put the state standards in there, If geography is our test, and we are going 

to test on it, then we have to have it in the contents of your social studies. 

Rep. Herbel the sub committee we did invite in the interested parties. and they are pretty much 

on board with this. 

Rep. Norland I concur with the sub committee, I think we really feel we need to keep that open. 

When you hire a English tea¢her and there preference is grammar, writing, or literature, we don't 

know that some small schools won't have the teacher to teach that particular course, 

Rep. Sttte I view this as a horrible unfunded mandate to the school. As well as a unfunded 

mandate on the private schools. They can't afford 1 OOK to put NAN in there school, and the 

state is not going to give the private school the money to have that, 

Rep. Hanton to Rep, Herbel were the private schools invited to the table and were they in favor. 

Rep. Herbel yes and they concurred, 
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Cbalrm~n Kel1ch I talked with Courtney and the only bill they were not in favor of was the 

highly qualified teacher and they got that extended to 2012, 

Rep. Meler there is nothing in here to prevent a school from teaching geogr11phy is there 

Rep. Mueller moved the amendment,, Rep. Hanson second the motion 

Dltcu11lon: I think we need to have some very different things at least be cm the record for this 

bill so that we all understand, because Rep. Herbel told me that the that sr,orts involvement 

counts as a Phy Ed, and this was a big concern of our Superintendent and so that is understood. 

Rep. Herbel I told you that you need to go to your school boards to do that, and they can do that 

and it is there authority. Rep. Sltte We don't have in here the option of every other year. 

Rep. Herbel that's in the definition of 'makes available' 

,~ Chairman Kelsch On page 2 of the amendments at the top, makes available means that 1) Rep. 
;.;.,_,,) 

Slttt i~ saying that even though it says on page one it can be 4 units and not offer them every 

year, she believes that if you read on page 2, sub sec l, that it would have to be offered every 

year. That sentence says it doesn•t have to be offered every year either. You have to allow 

students to seleot from a list that includes all of the units. 

Rep. Baa, I think that the original bill said 'shall make available to each school year at each 

grade level.• by taldng all of that language out, it is not required. 

Amendment passed by volee vote. 

Rep. Herbel moved a DO PASS as amended, Rep. Hunskor second the motion 

Roll Vote passed 13-1-0J Rep. Herbel will carry the bill to the floor. 
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Page 1, llne 1, after MA Blll.11 replace the remainder of the blll with •tor an Aot to amend and 
reenaot seotlon 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to required units 
for approved high schools; and to provide an effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

16.1-21-02. High school•• Required unite. 
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In order to be approved by the superintendent of publlo Instruction, eaoh 
publlo and nonpubllo high school shall make available to each student: 

L Four units of English, language artsi 

IL i:t:.ree E2.U.r units of mathematlosT~ 

~ Four units of solenoe,1 

rL =R:t,ee .EQU.t units of social studies, IAelY&IAI eAe ef wefiEI hleter:y aAd 
eAe of lJnM:ea 8tatee hletorr, '-8th ef wt.let. MYet eMphaol:i!e 
I08IMJ»~•l 

§... QA& one-half unit of health w during each school yean 

L one-half unit of physloal education, dudng each school year: 

SL. OAo YAlt ef Two units of fine arts. one of whioh must be muslo-r~ 

AA~ elM l:fAlte eeleetaa fMM ._e:.elAeee ea1:1eatieA, eeeAeMlee aAe tRe free 
8At8"9flae e~eteM, #ofelgA laAll:Hifl8, AM8A8aA eltA laAgt:1aee, &A8 ====I====~====•~ ==•~=~~=•==~e a~pre·,ed ~ ttiie etete eea,e fer t,,eeatleMI aAEt teoAAleal eaueatteA1 

h. Two untts of the same foreloo language: 

h Two units of vocational education: and 

1. Twelve units of D!ectlves. 

EaQh uoli w.fllch mum bt m11de avallable under ~Yb§eotlon j must meet ot 
exceed the state content standards. 

Fot gu112Qtu1& Qf 1bl1 aegtloo. uole1& the gootext otbelYllae regulres: 

L •e1eotlve• means a unit not reaulred by the school dlstdot for 
graduauon, 

12& 
11Make available• means tbati 
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units grovlded lo subseotfon 1 ; 

It a student selects a unit from the Hst rQQuired by subseotlo 1 ,, 
the public blgh school or the oonpubHo blob school shall pro~tde 
the unit to tbt student: and 

!a). Ih~h::t m1~ bJ Rtoitldid to the. student through any deUyeJ)! 
me -- not contraf'l! to state t1w and may loolude classroom or 
fndMdual Instruction and distance teaming o_gtions. lootudlng 
Interactive video, computer Jnstruotton. correspondence 
course,. and postsecondaf'l! enroHment underohapter 1s,1-2s. 

~ Iru~Ngf,g,~s: :t:i'o~~rm =~:i~~~8u~~ ~esegriv~WY~Tt;V:0° 1 

section, other than the fees germ!tted by seotfon 15,1::09::38, 

~ If In order to meet the mtntmum reguirements of this section a sobool 
district Includes aoademlo oourses offerQd by a postsecondary Institution 
under chapter 1 s, 1-26, the school district sharti 

~ Pay au costs of the student, attendance, except those fees that are 
permissible under seottoo 1 s.1-oa-ae: and 

11.. Transport the student to and from the location at which the course 11 
offered or provide mueaoe relmby_roement to the student If 
transportatloo ls provided by the student or the students famH~. 

~ I(l8 reguirements of this section do not am,ly to attematlye high schools or 
aemattve high school edtJOatton programs. 

SECTION 2. EFFEcnVE DATE. This Act becomes effective on July 1, 2004, 11 

Renumber accordingly 

2 ()f 2 30078.0704 
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Date: S //9 /o 5-
Roll Call Vote #: / 

2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ,:/{) 3/ 

House HOUSE EDUCATION Committee 

D Check here tbr Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number J /J~1f, tJ1~ t/' --------------------
Action Taken 

Motion Made By -~-,-------Seconded By-~_, _______ _ 

ReDretentatlves Yo1 No Representatives Yes No 
Chainnan Kelsch 
Rer,. Johnson 
Rep. Nelson . .., 
Reo. Haas 
Reo. Hawken 
Ren. Herbel 
Reo. Meier 
Reo. Norland 
Rep. Sitte 
Rei,, Hanson 
Ren. Hunskor 
Reo. Mueller 
Reo. Solberg 
Reo. Williams 

Total (Yes) ;' No . 

Absent 'ttw~ 
Floor Assignmen,t 

· If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

L, ____ _ 
The mlcrographtc tmagee on tnfa ftlrn are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information systems for mlorofllmint tnd 
were filmed In the regular cour&e of bu1fnes1. The photographic process meet• stendarda of the Americen National Stendards Znttitutt 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTIC , If tho ff lined Image above fa leas le~tbte than thfa Notice, ft ts due to the quality of th• 

doc"""t belno 111....i. ,.., 1/l <;2.\e,½L:: ~t ID ) /'.5 )()3 
.,,.,... &,i ~ , r Date 

I 

J 



r 

0 

L 

Date: S/Jt; /03 
Roll Call Vote#: P, 

2U03 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. cf IJ.3/ 

House HOUSE EDUCATION 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative CoWlcil Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Committee 

.... 

~ ~ 
M'.otion Made By ~ _ Seconded By -~------..,__...;._~~1._)--

Representatives Yes No Renresentatlve1 Yes No 
' Chainnan Kelsch V 

Reo. Johnson V 
Reo. Nelson V 
Reo. Hsas ✓ 
Reo.Hawken ✓ 
Ren. Herbel v 
Ren. Meier V 
Ren. Norland ' Reo. Sitte [_..,/ V 
Ren. Hanson V 
Ren. Hunskor v 
Reo. Mueller V 
Reo. Solberg I/ 
Ren. Williams v 

Total (Yes) ____ ____,t../....,,::3;.______. No ________ / __ _ 

Absent · ~ 

~ Floor Assignment ~ 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Th• mlcrogr1phfo fmagea on tnta ftlm are a00ur1t1 reproductfona of records dtlfvered to Modern Information SystNIS for mfcrofllmlng and 
wre f I lMtd fn the reaular course of bu1lne11, The photogrAphfc proeeaa Metta atendarda of the American NatlOl'lll Standardl 1n1tltutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchiv1l microfilm, NOTIC I lf the filmed lmao• above la leaa legible thtn thfa Notfce, It f1 due to the quality of th• 

doc~t ~fno ff llrltd, (~i ~ J ) J 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 20, 2003 11 :00 1.m. 

Module No: HR-&o-5295 
Carrier: Herbel 

Insert LC: 30078.0704 Title: .0800 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMmee 
SB 2031, u engrossed: Education Committee (Rep. R. Ktlech, Chairman) recommends 

AMeNDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends t)O PASS 
(13 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), Engrossed SB 2031 was placed 
.,n the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after ._A BILL• replace the remainder of the bill with 11for an Act to amend and 
reenact seotlon 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to required units 
for approved high schools: and to provide an effective date. 

BE rr ENACTED BY Th1E LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH OAKO'"(A: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-21 ·02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

(2) 01:SK, (G) COMM 

1 s.1-21-o2. High echool• • Required units. 

1... In order to be approved by the superintendent of pubHo Instruction, eaoh 
publlo and nonpublic high school shall make available to each student: 

+. A£ Four units of EngllshTianguage art11 

9r .t2& Three Ea.u.r units of mathematloS-:l 

& g._ Four units of solence,l 

+. ~ l=h,ee fQur units of soolal studies, l..elualno ene ef world hlete,v ana 
eno ef Unltee Slates hlete,y; eeth ef ~leh Ml:let emphael1e 
1091,ephy.l 

&r ~ GAe one-half unit ot health • during each school year; 

t. One-half unlt of physical education':' during each school year: 

&.- ~ One 1=1nlt ef Two units of fine arts, one ot which must be music-:~ 

~ Any site unite eeleoted frem 19uolnoee edueatlon, eeenol'Alee anEI the fr-eo 
enter,,riee eyoteffl, te,elgA klAguaoo, ArAertoaA elgn lano1=1a1e, aAe 
,.ieeallenal eeu,oee fneh::1dln1 faMlly aAd eeA&UMer aeleAooe, a1rleul~H>r 
~uolnoee ana oHiee teehnolor,4, Mtuketinf1; alr,10,elflee eoou~~eAo, t,aee 
and IAduetAal edueatleni teehnology edueatlon, and health earoerea The 
.. f8eatlen<1I eo1:1iteee May ee eHered V-lreu1h eeoperetl,.,e a,,enc,eMeAte 
appro¥od ey the etate eoara fer ·,oeatlenal ans toehnleal eeYeeMona 

b.,, Two units of the same foreign language: 

h Two unite of v®ational education: and 

L. Twelve units of electives. 

~ Eeob unit which must be made available under subsection 1 must meet or 
exceed the state content standards, 

~ For purposes of this section. unless the context otherwise regulres: 

A.i. .~1ect1ve11 means a unit not required by the school district tor 
graduation. 

Page No. 1 

The mfcrographfc tmauea on t~fs film are accurate reproductions of records delfvered to Modern lnformatfon syatw for rnlcrofllmlno and 
were filmed In the r~aular course of busfntas, The phctoaraphfc procesa meets standards of the American National Standardt lnttltute 
(ANSI) for archival mfcroff lm,~OTIC I If the fllMed fmaae above ts leaa legfbte than thfa Notfce, ft fa due to the quality of th• 

ia.\c ~--Lt 10 . /sc)3 ,. doc""°"t beln,i filmed, ~ 1,2 ~ i ) j 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 20, 2003 11 :00 a.m. 

Module No: HA-60-5295 
Carrier: Herbel 

Insert LC: 30078.0704 Title: .0800 

b,. 11Make ayalfabJe• means tbftlt 

ill Each pubUo high sohool and nonpubllo high sohQQI shall anow 
students to select units from a Ost tbat Includes at least au the 
units provided to subsection 1: 

.00 If a student aeleots a unit from the Ust regulred by subsection 1, 
!be pubUo b\~r so.bool or the nonpublic hlgb school shall 
provide the uo • to the student: and 

!al aa,~~ltnfil8lo~a'&0t~d~J~;aeJ~~g lRcfJle1cTaisr=g 
lodlyldual instruction and distance learoloo options, Jooludlng 
Interactive Yldeo. computer lostruotion. correspondence 
courses. and postsecondary enroument under ohapter 1s,1-2s. 

~ The board ot a school dlstdot may not impose any fees or charges upon a 
student for the provision of or participation In units as provided lo thl1 
seotton. other than the fees permitted by seotJon 15, 1-09-36. 

~ g,~i~rrnoiut8.:::d~~,W~J~:S r=:,~t= ~s~~fil!o? ,gs&°~m:! 
under chapter 1 s. 1-2s. the school district aha Iii 

L Pay au costs of the student's attendanoe. except thoee tees that are 
permlsslble under seotton 15.1-09:36i and 

lt Transport the student to and from the tooation at which the course Is 
offered or oroyJde mHeaga relmbursement to the student If 
tranSJ)Ortation Is provided by thg sjudent or the student's tamllY.i 

~ The regulrements of this section do not agpty to alternatlye high schools or 
attematlye blah school education programs. 

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act becomes effective on July 1, 2004. N 

Renumber acoordlngly 

(2) DESI<, (3) COMM Page No, 2 HR-&0-6205 
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TESTIMONY ON SB 2031 
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

January 15, 2003 
by Anita K. Decker, Director 

School Approval and Accreditation 
328-1718 

Degartment of Public Instruction 

Mr. Chainnan and members of the committee: 
My name is Anita Decker and I am the director of School Approval and 

Accreditation for the Department of Public Instruction. I am here to speak in 
favor of 8B203 l regarding required units to be offered by North Dakota,s high 
schools. (A) 

The handout provides infom1ation ~bout the credit units offered by 
schools as reported to the Department this school year. I'd like to explain the 
nandout for your study: 

1. SB2031 requires that schools offer specific numbers of units in specific 
disciplines each year, Across the top of the chart you will see the 
disciplines listed. Those named specifically in the bill have a small 
number immediately below them indicating the number of credit units 
required under SB203 l. For example, below English Language Arts is 
the number 4, indicating that each year a high school must offer 4 units 
of English. 

2. The final column, Health, is not a specific discipline. Health is a course 
that may be taught by physical education teachers, family and consumer 
science teachers, science teachers, and health educators. 

3. Note that there are two columns for business classes: Business 
Education, Business and Office Technology. The latter are vocationally 
reimbursable courses and require that the teacher have additi9nal 
qualifications. 

4, A credit unit is defined in NDCC ts.1 .. 21 .. 03 of at least 120 hours of 
instruction per school calendar. Natural sciences and 
vocational/technica1 courses must consist of at least 150 hours of 
instruction per school calendar. 

.t... 
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5. The schools are listed by enrolhnent categories. Please note that the 
Bismarck and Fargo schools listed include middle/junior high schools 
because those schools include Grade 9. AU other middle schools in the 
list do not include Grade 9. 

6. The data presented is so current that we have not completed our work 
on school accreditation with it. There are several elementary and 
nuddle schools reported in this list. These are schools that have an 
elementary teacher who also teaches a course at the high school level. 
The data reported mistakenly identified the elementary school instead of 
the high school. Only high school courses carry credit so we are 
confident that there is not a reverse error of the high schools including 
elementary course numbers. 

7. The requirernents in the bill require that a high school offer 49 units of 
credits each year. The total at the end of each line identifies the number 
of uni ts currently offered by the school. 
Paragraphs 2c and 4 address the possibility of using distance education 

to deliver course offerings. In the 1997 session, the Legislature autholized 
postsecondary enrollment options, also lmown as dual credit. The second fl-.") 
handout provides infonnation on dual credit courses offered by distanc~ti 
education over the past five years. We feel that dual credit and distance 
education are under-used options, which may help schools to expand their 
curricular offerings. 

As you c.an see from the first handout, many of North Dakota,s high 
schools are offering significantly fewer credit units than the 49 specified in this ~ -Y 
bill. Most would hav~ no difficulty with offering the core . courses. A ~ 

reduction in the required number of electives would perhaps make the goal \f 'r.Y 
more achievable for many schools. , } V 

Altemativt, high schools and special function schools generally have~ JR 1 

ex1ren1ely unstable enrollments. Most are open entry/open exit schools. These ~f 'vJ1 
schools deal with students who have difficulty completing high school 
requirements. We recommend that each of these schools be considered under 
special curriculum guidelines approved by the Department. 

Mr. Chainnan, this concludes my testimony. I would be happy to 
answer any questions. 
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Dual Credit Courses Delivered by Distance Education* 
Fall 1997 through Spring 2002 

Course Enrollment-Arranged by High School 

COURSE NAHi No, STUOENTI HJGH SCHOOL COLLEGE 
1 •t Yr Soanlsh JI 7 Ale)(ander wsc 
1'1 Yr Soanlsh I 8 Alexander wsc 
Calculus J 2 Bowbells wsc 
Fundamentals of Publlc 2 Bowman DSU 
Speaklno 
Precalculus 2 Bowman DSU 
Comoosltlon 4 Bowman LRSC 
Comoosltlon J 7 Bowman DSU 
Comoosltlon J 8 Bowman DSU 
Cisco Routlnn 1 Carrlnaton LRSC 
Cisco Swftchlna/LAN 1 carrlnoton LRSC 
Colleae Comoosltlon J 3 Cavalier LRSC 
Comoosltlon J 4 cavalier LRSC 
Comcosltlon I 4 Cavalier 

" LRSC 
Corn~osltlon II · 4 Cavaller LR.SC 
Cisco Routlna 1 Center BSC 
Cisco Swltchlno/LAN 2 Center BSC 
Composition J 3 Center BSC 
Comoosltlon n 3 Center BSC 
Cisco Swltchlno 1 Central Cass NDSCS 
Cisco Routine 2 Central Cass NDSCS 
Cisco Swltchlna 1 Dakota Prairie BSC 
Intro to Socloloov 1 Dakota Prairie BSC 
Accountlna J 2 Dakota Prairie LRSC 
CoJleae Aloebra 1 Fessenden LR.SC 
Colleoe Alaebra 9 Fessenden LRSC 
cleMents or Accountlna J 1 Garrison Misu 
Colleoe Alaebra 2 Garrison MJSU 
Intro to Soll Science 1 Glen Ullin MfSU·Bottlneau 
Comoosltlon I 2 Glen Ullln BSC 
comoosltlon II 2 Glen Ullln BSC 
Intro tc, Psvcholoov 3 Glen Ullln BSC 
Comoosltlon I 

~ 
5 Glen Ullin BSC 

Comoosltlon· J ., Glen Ultln BSC 
Fundamentals of PubUc 9 Glen Ullin BSC 
soeaklna 
Intro to Psvcholoav 9 Glen Ullin BSC 
Comoosltlon I 1 Golden Valley BSC 
comoosltlon J 5 Grafton LR.SC 
Fundamentals of Public 3 Granville MISU 
Soeaklno 
l:nollsh 5 Granville MISU 
Intro to Comouters 1 Ha:zelton• Mof-8rad BSC 
Comoosltlon JI 3 Ha:zelton•Mof•Brad BSC 
comoosltlon l 7 Hazen BSC 
Comoosltlon I 11 Hszen asc 
Comnosltlon l 14 Hazen BSC 
Com12osltlon n 14 Hazen BSC 
Comoosltlon l 2 Hebron BSC 
Comoosltlon I 3 Hebron BSC 
Col'!')p_psltlon U 3 Hebron BSC 
Precaleulus 2 Hettlnaer DSU 
Preealeulus 2 Hettlncer DSU 
Desktoo Publlshlnc 5 Hettlnoer ,. osu 
Comoosltlon I 17 Hettlno@r DSU 

North Dakota Dual Credit Database 
Report prepared by Anita K, Decker, Department of Publlc Instruction 
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Cisco Networklno 2 Jamestown LRSC 
Cisco Routine 2 Jamestown LRSC 
Cisco Routlna 2 Jamestown LRSC 
Cisco swttchlno/Mamt 2 Jamestown LRSC 
Psvcholoov 3 Jamestown LRSC 
Comoosltton I 3 Linton BSC 
Comoosftlon lI 3 Linton BSC 
Comoosltlon I 4 Linton BSC 
Comoosftlon U 5 Linton BSC 
Comoosltlon I 6 Linton BSC 
Cornoosftlon lJ 6 Linton BSC 
comoosltlon l 11 Linton BSC ,_ 
Comoosltlon II 11 Linton BSC 
Intro to Psycholoav 1 McKenzie Co, BSC 
Finite Math 1 Medina LRSC 
Finite Math 2 Mldkota LRSC 
Finite Mathematics 2 Mldkota LRSC 
Cisco Routlno 3 Mldkota LRSC 
Trtaonometrv 3 Mldkota u~sc 
Cisco Networktna 4 Mldkota LRSC 
Trlaonometrv 4 Mldkota LRSC ., 

Intro to Info Procoslna · 1 Mohall MISU 
Soreadsheet Annllcatlons 1 Mohall MISU 
Cisco Routlna 3 Naooleon BSC 
Intro to Psvcholoav 4 Naooleon esc 
Fundamentals of Public 7 Napoleon asc 
Soeaklno 
ll'ltro to Psvcholntiv 7 Naooleon BSC 
Intro to Psvcholoov 8 Naooleon BSC 
Fundamentals of Publlc 10 NapoJeon BSC 

0 
Soeaklna 
Cisco Switch/no/LAN 3 North NDSCS 
Fund&mentals of Publlc 6 Parshall MISU 
Soeaklna 

L 

EnaUsh 8 Parshall MISU 
Comoosltlon I 4 Pembina LRSC 
Cisco Swltchlna/Momt 1 Plnaree• Buchanan LRSC 
Comoosltlon l 1 Plnoree• Buchanan UNO 
Cisco Networklno 2 Plnoree• Buchanan LRSC 
Cisco Routlno 2 Plngree-auchanen LRSC . 
Colleoe Aloebra 3 Plnort:ie• Buchanan LR.SC 
Finite Mathematics 5 Plnoree• Bu cha nan LRSC 
Colleae Algebr-a . 7 Plnoree•Buchanan LR.SC 
Colleoe Aloebra 8 Plnoree•Buchanan · u~sc 
EMUsh 3 Plaza MJSU 
Fundamentals of Publlc 3 Plaza MISU 
Soeal<lno 
Anntled Calculus 1 Rich/and NOSCS 
Comtlosltlon 5 Scranton DSU 
Coml'lOSltlon l 7 Scranton DSU 
Comoosltlon 1 a Scranton DSU 
Microcomputer 1 5011th Central M Bismarck BSC 
Soreadsheets 
Comoosltlon l 1 Steele• Dawson BSC 
Comoosltlon l 3 Svkes LRSC 
Cisco Networl<lno 1 TanMn LRSC 
Comoosltlon l 2 TOWtler MISU 
Colleoe AJoebra 6 Towner MISU 
Cornt1osltlon U 1 Turtle Lake-Mercer esc 
Cornoosltfon J 4 Turtle Lake-Mercer BSC 
Composition J 1 Tuttle• Pettibone NW Tech Coll 

iMN\ 
Comoosltlon I 2 Tuttle• Pettibone esc 

North Dakota Dual Credit Database 
Report prepared by Anita K. Decker, Department of Publlc Instruction 
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Comoosltlon I 
Fundamentals of Public 
Soeaktna 
l ntro to Psvcholnt,V 
Cisco Networklna 
Cisco Swltchlna/LAN 
Cisco Networklno 
Comoosftton I 
1 •1 Yr soanlsh II 
1 _. Yr Soanlsh t 
Intro to Soclolgov 
Psvchotoov 
Cli;co Networklna 
Cisco Swltchlno/Momt 
Cisco Routtno 
Cisco Routine 
Comoosttlon lJ 

s Vallev LRSC 
1 Washburn BSC 

1 Washbum esc 
1 - West ~arao NDSCS 
3 West Faroo Noser-
4 West Farao NDSCS 
1 WesthoM MaSU 
2 WIidrose-Aiamo wsc 
4 · WIidrose-Aiamo wsc 
1 WIiiow Cltv BSC 
1 Wlmbledon-courtenarv LRSC 
1 Wlmbledon•Courtenav u~sc 
2 Wlmbledon-Courtenav .LRSC 
4 Wlmbledon•Courtenav LRSC 
4 Wtmbledon-courtena~ LRSC 
1 Wlna BSC 

Total D~al Credit Courses Offered py Distance Edu~atlon = .4 78 

*No dual credit courses were taken during any of the summer sessions 
from Summer 1998 through Summer 2002 

North Dakota Dual Credit Database 
Report prepared by Anita K. Decker, Department of Public Instruction 
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ND Educational Technology Council 
Dan Pullen, DI rector 

PO Box 5036 
1510 12th Avenue N, 

Fargo, ND 58105-5036 
· Dan.Pullen@sendlt.nodak.edu 

Issues in SB 2031 

SB 2031 as originally introduced appeared to be well focused on making sure that all high school 
students in North Dakota had opportunities to take a wide variety of courses as part of their high school 
graduation requirements, The current version of the bill has several changes that may result in 
unintended consequences. The original bill allowed schools to deliver required core courses using 
distance education. The current version restricts those options for schools. The issues I will discuss 
deal specifically with the distance education restrictions. 

Issues 

• Limiting a school's ability to use good technology solutions to improve teaching and learning in 
a variety of student settings runs counter to trends in other states and seems to run counter to the 
initial intent of the bill - to increase the number and variety of course offerings available to all 
students. 

• Setting a cut -off point of "six or fewer" students in detennining whether a school may offer a 
core course via distance learning is arbitrary and not related to either good pedagogy or the 
economic break~even point for offering a course with an in-classroom teacher, The economic 
break .. even point may be closer to 15 students. 

• The state and North Dakota schools have invested milHons of dollars in the last three years 
building new video classrooms in nearly 100 schools that did not previously use video for 
sharing courses. Many more millions were spent in over 60 other schools for the same purpose in 
the previous 15 years. The current version of this bill would diminish the pay-off from those 
investments made in video classrooms. 

• Restricting the use of distance education would have a negative affect on the development of 
new video consortiums in which schools cooperate to share courses using video networking. 
Restrictions would also negatively affect established ITV consortiums that have shared courses 
for many years. 

• For example, at least 45 of the 158 high school courses being taught across the state by video 
during the current semester are in core areas (English, science, math, and social studies). Thirty­
seven of the classrooms receiving 24 of those core courses today, have more than six students 
attending. Those 3 7 classes going on today would not be allowed under the present fo.tm of SB 
2031, or more precisely, some of the students in each of those 3 7 classrooms would not be 
allowed to take the course because of the "six or fewer0 restriction. 
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• During the current semester 12% of courses being taught in video consortiums are for dualwcredit • 
(19 of 158), Thirteen of the classrooms receiving those dualNcredit courses have more than six 
students attending, The current form of the bill would limit the number of students per site that 
could participate in a dualwcredit course and may stifle the growth of dualNcredit offerings. 

• Teachers at the North Dakota Division of Independent Study are currently teaching core courses 
to classes of six or more students in eight North Dakota schools, These are typically due to the 
lack of a qualified teacher at the local district. But it gets more complicated than that. · The ND 
Division of Independent Study is also currently teaching core courses in over a dozen North 
Dakota schools where 6 or more students are working on the same course - not as a class~ but 
independently. Unfortunately, SB 2031 in its cun·ent form might encourage schools to play this 
angle in order to remain technically within the law, 

• In talking infonnally with one member of the Senate Education Committee, !_got the impression 
there was a feeling that courses taught using distance education were not of the same quality as 
those taught in more traditional settings, Without getting into a long discussion of learning 
styles, course delivery modes and what the research tells us, let me just say that the current DPI 
guidelines for distance education courses already have requirements that are higher than in many 
states, Briefly, distance education courses in North Dakota must meet all of the same high 
quality standards as courses taught in traditional North Dakota classrooms. 

• The current teacher shortage in critical areas (math,. science, etc) is predicted to worsen. A 
school's ability to afford a teacher for some of these required courses is only one issue, Being • 
able to FlND a qualified teacher is going to be an increasing problem. Given the growing 
teacher shortage, preventing all schools from using the best resources available - including 
distance education - would be a step in the wrong direction. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
D SCHOOL BOARDS 

g 6 ASSOCIATION 
~~:-:;:~:_::::::.:::....=:.J ~ 0 R P O I\ 6 T ~ . ...12 

/Jx(tlkn(t In North Ddota publk ,ducat/on through /,ocal l(hool board governance 

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
SB2031 

January 15, 2003 
Bev Nielson, North Dakota School Boards Association 

NDSBA's Delegate Assembly passed a resolution at its Annual C,)nvention which supports the 
concept embodied in S82031. The resolution recognized the Consdtutional responsibility of the 
state to ensure a unifonn system of public education. Our support for this bill is contingent on the 
following suggested changes and clarifications: 

• Amend page 2, line 12, to read "Two units of the same foreign language .... " 

• Add language which would allow districts until at least the fall of 2004 to be in 
compliance. 

• Define "electives" as any cours~ a student is not required to take for graduation. Or a 
similar, acceptable clm'itication of "electives". 

110 North Third Street • P,O. Box 2278 • Bismarck, North Dakota 58602 
1·800·932·8791 • (701) 256-4127 • FAX (701) 268•7992 

www.ndsba.k12,nd, us 
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i (;' JOBS SKILL LEVEL CHANGES (1950 - 2000) I ;, , 
/, 
(,I ,, 
• ,, 

1'! The parentage of jobs requiring certain levels 

si? ' 
of education or traning 

):·, 
,, 
\.I (\ ,, 
) ; 1950 1991 2000 jJ 

i Unskilled 60% 36% 15% il 
(grade 12 and (\ 

~ below) ,i 
; 
~ Skilled 20% 45%" 65% 
i'' ~ (Beyond grade 12 

!l & less than a four 
year degree) ,,1 

t 
Profeslonal I 20% 20% 20% 

(four year degree 
~ or beyond) w 

~ 

" 
?>/ 

if Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics '' 

{~ 

NORTH DAKOTA POSTSECONDARY SCHOOLS 
( Freshman that y;; 

j, 

Freshman that return as ~\ ' 
,' 

~1, 
Graduate within Sophomores j, 

r 
1' 
I, 
{\: 4 years 6 years 
" ' UNO 16% 43% 76% u ,, 

NOS 14% 42% 75% 
r,, DSU 10% 24% 66% ', 
i MAY 13% 31% 56% f 
}' 
I MIN 8% 20% 62% 
:,' vcs 21% 38% 67% . 

Jam 31% 45% 76% 
U of 32% 45% 71%1 

Source ND University System 

L 
~ Date 

-' 
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Testimony on 5B2031 
Senate Education Committee 

January 15t 2003 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name Is Wayne Kutzer, Director of 

the State Board for Vocational and Technical Education. 

My objection to this bill ls the omission of vocational technical courses as 

required offerings and the elevation of foreign language -three years of a foreign 

language- to a required offering. 

We are facing a skill shortage In this country far larger than any labor shortage. 

Industries within this state are experiencing an aging workforce that Is quickly 

adding to the demand for more skilled people. The vast majority of careers In ND 

and the nation require technical skills. A recent Dept of Labor study said that 

within the next ten years, 25% of the jobs In this country will require a four year 

degree and 65% will require technical skills. Our state labor demands are no 

different. 

Vocational technical education not only prepares students for careers, It helps 

students make career choices, and It helps to bring relevance to their education. 

The majority of students need to see that relevance, to tie their education to real 

life. They need that connection so that they understand the need for math, 

understand the need for communication skills, and critical thinking skllls. If you 

were In the Memorial Hall yesterday you may have seen a vehicle bullt by high · 

school students that got over 500 miles per gallon. I would think that took a fair 

amount of crltlcal thinking skills, not only In building the car, but In how to drive It. 

As they explained It, If they used a heavier driver the car was able to coast fa~her. 

Those students were excited about their class; about their education. The 

teamwork they experienced and knowledge that they gained through that course 

will not be forgotten. 

The mlcrographlc lmagea on tnle film are accurate reproductions of record~ d~lf~;;ed to Modern fnformatfon Sy11tems for mforofflmlng and 
were filmed fn the regular r.ouree of buainaae, The photographic process meet& standards of the Amerfoan National standards lnatltutt 
(ANSI) for erchfval mfcroflllil, NOTfC I If the fflmed fmaga above fa leea legfble than thfa Notice ft rs dub to the qualftv of the 
doou,ent bolna filmed, f X J ' 
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It Is exactly that reason that vocational technical education needs to be available 

for all students. 

The reality Is that this bill only requires three units of a foreign language to be 

offered. But the perception wlll be that these courses vv1III be required - and 

perceptions are hard to overcome. 

Not for a show of hands, but how many of you believe that If you want to go to 

any college In ND do you need two years of a foreign language? How about In 

Minnesota? How about at the University of Minnesota? The answer Is no In all 

cases. But that Is not what students are told. This week at a high school 

reglstratlor:i session In a Bismarck middle school. students and parents were told 

that If they were going to college they neEided a foreign language. It's a 

perception, not reality. If we are going to require foreign language for college, 

then why Isn't foreign language required In college. 

All students should have options In the courses they take, but those choices 

should be based on the students career plan, not based on If one option Is 

required for a school to offer and the other Is not. 

If we are talking about quality schools and what they should be offering, we 

should be talking about preparing for the 21 st century, and requiring courses In 

technical literacy or computer technology, 

A suggested change to this bill would be that every school make available 3 units 

of vocational technical education and reducing the foreign language requirement 

to either an elective or two units. 

As SB 2031 Is written I ask you for a do not pass. 
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Concerns and Opportunities 
• In 8 to 10 years, dema~d for skilled labor will exceed 

available supply for ND energy industry 
• 

• Retiretnents and new construction will drive increased 

deinand 

• Shrinking labor pool and low interest in vocational 

careers are affecting supply 

• Problem is national in scale 

• High paying career opportunities close to home will be 

available for ND young people 
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High Paying Jobs for ND Young People 
(Wages stated below include benefits) 

• Skilled labor jobs in energy industry typically run from 
$24/hr fur laborers to $44/hr for control room.. operators 

• Local construction trades are also well-paid (year 2000 
wage rates shown below) 

- Laborer $24/hr 

- Electricians $27 /hr 

- Plumbers/Pipefitters $31/hr 

- Boilermakers $35/hr 

• Advancement/Management 
Opportunities 
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How the ND Energy Industry is 

Addressing this Issue? 

• Beginning November 2001 meetings involving ND 
energy plants, vocational schools, state govermnent, 
construction trades, and n1aj or contractors have been 
held 

• Subgroups formed to address the following: 

- Developing long-range forecast of hiring needs 

- Identifying future skills needed by the industry 

- Promoting vocational scholarships and internships 

- Marketing vocational career opportunities to ND 
youth, parents, career counselors, educators 
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-Possibilities for Impr~ving Awareness 

• Travelling road show on energy career opportunities and 

required skills 

• Provide tours of facilities to select students and vocational 

and science educators 
. 

• Develop energy career education information and training 

• Provide written materials or CD's for marketing vocational 

career opportunities 

• Give presentations at selected conferences and job fairs 

• Using single coordinator for marketing energy job 

opportunities and identifying skills needed 
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7 NORTH DAKOTA 

D) \ SCHOOL BOARDS 
g ~ ASSOCIATION 

r:==::~:_:=~~INCORPORATEO 

Exulknu in North Dakota public tducatlon through uwl J(hool b~ard govmtanu 

HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

S82031 

Bev Nielson, North Dakota School Boards Association 

NDSBA' s 2002 Delegate Assembly passed a Resolution in support of the 
concept of SB203 l, acknowledging the state's obligation to provide for a 
"unifonn" system of k-12 education. 

During the hearing in the Senate Education Committee, we asked for three 
amendments and one clarification. The three amendments were: 

1) " .... three years of the same foreign language" to "two years ..... "; 

2) fewer required elective units, and; 

3) setting a compliance date no earlier than the fall of 2004-05. 

The clarification we sought was that any course not required for graduation 
is considered an "elective", It is our understanding, now, that DPI agrees 
with this definition. 

During the Interim and at our Delegate Assembly, one factor that made the 
concept of 8B203 l palatable was the assurance that courses could be made 
available through any delivery method currently approved. The engrossed 
bill before you restricts the use of currently acceptable delivery methods. 

NDSBA cannot support engrossed 8B2031. We request the House 
Education Co1runittee return to the original version of S82031 and adopt the 
three amendments we have proposed without making further course 
requirements or restrictions on delivery methods, 

110 North Third Street • P.O. Box 2278 • Blsmarck1 North Dakota 58502 
1·800-932·8791 • (701) 256-4127 • FAX (701) 258-7992 

www.ndsba,k12,nd.us 
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.l/5~ BISBEE-EGELAND 7 -=--12 CLASS SCHEDULE 

2002~2003 

Period Science J Math Social St. English FCS Tech. Ed. Comp/Bos Phy.Ed. Music 
Mes. Keller Mr. Deplaz.es Mr.Krogen Miss Kober Mrs. Wolsky Mrs.Henke Ml'S-Halvenoa/ Mr. Nitschke Mrs. Kurtti 

Mrs.Peters 

1 Physical Sci Algebra II Sociology/ English 7-8 Prep Accounting! S=3o-1=JS 
8:30- 9 10-11 Current Events £le~~~ 
9:20 10-12 

2 Earth Sci 

I 
Math7 Government Prep FCSI Computer Chorus 

! 9:23- 8 11-12 9-10 l RCi)air 9-12 
10:13 11-12 I 

f 
3 Biology Prep ND/US American Health 9 Comp9 f/1-W-T~ 

10:16- 10 I History Literature (1st sem) (2nd sem) JP :,;{o-/(): SO 

11:06 7-8 11-12 I=- I e.me,Jk~ y 
4 Prep Algebra I US History English 10 LOYO/ * Phy Ed * Masic 

11:09- 9 11 App Com 7-8 7-8 

~ 
11:59 12 

Lunch 
11:~6 .£.llb £J..£mEN"TFJ.RY J..u.tJC!Ai 11:59-

ll:31 '2:-t iJ 
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January 17, 2003 

Members of the Senate Education Committee: 

In childhood and adolescence, regular participation In physical activity helps prevent 
many chronic diseases and maintain an overall healthy lifestyle 1; 

In 1999 only 37% of North Dakota's high school students attended dally physical 
education classes2 and In 2001 only 32% of high school students attended dally 
physical education classes3: 

Fourteen percent of high school males In North Dakota are overweight and 14% are at 
risk of becoming overweight and 4% of our state's high school females are at risk for 
and 10% of females are overweight 3: 

The 291 members of the North Dakota Dietetic Association, with a mission to support 
the publlo through the promotloh of optimal health and nutrition, strongly support efforts 
such as SB 2031 to Increase the amount of physical education offered to studentij, We 
also support increasing the amount of health education offered. and encourage schools 
to offer nutrition education annually and In conjunction with efforts to promote a healthy 
school environment. 

Karen K. Ehrens, LRD (Licensed, Registered Dietitian) 
Media Representative for the North Dakota Dietetic Association 

1 Journal of School Health Vol, 71, No, ·7, SHPPS 200C: School Health Pollcles and Programs Study, 
2 1999 North Dakota Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 
3 2001 North Dakota Youth Risk Behovlor Survey, 
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ND Educational Technology Council 
Dan Pullen, Director 

PO Box 5038 
151012th Avenue N, 

Fargo, NO 58105 .. 5036 
Dan,Pullen@sendlt.nodak.edu 

Concerns wit.h SB 2031 Feb 5, 2003 

SB 2031 as originally heard allowed schools to deliver requir;:.)d courses using distance education, The 
current version restricts those options for Rchools. 

Issues 
• The state and ND schools have invested millions of dollars in the last three years to build new 

video classrooms in nearly 100 schools that did not previously use video for sharing courses. 
Many more millions were spent in other schools for the same purpose in the previous 15 years. 
The current version of the bill would diminish the pay-off from those investments, 

• Restrictions on the use of distance education would have a negative affect on the development of 
new ITV consortiums in which schools cooperate and share courses using video networking. It 
would also negatively affect the long-standing consortiums that have shared these types of 
courses for many years. 

• Approximately 30% of the courses taught by video fall semester 2002/03 would not be legal 
under the present fonn of SB 2031, Those courses include English, science, math, psychology, 
and others. 

• Currently 14% of courses shared among video consortiums are dual credit. The current form of 
the bill would limit duat~credit courses and certainly stifle the growth of those courses. 

• It is not just small schools that use distance education for sharing courses. Bismarck, Mandan, 
Minot, as well as many large Cl ass B schools use distance education for sharing courses with 
neighboring schools, Many classes have over ten students in one or more sites. 

• The current ND DPI guidelines for distance education courses already have requirements th At arei 
higher than in most states, In other words, distance education courses in North Dakota meet the 
same high quality standards as courses taught in traditional classrooms in our state. 

• The current teacher sho11age in critical areas (math, science, etc) is predicted to worsen. Being 
able to afford a teacher for some of these required courses is only one issue. Being able to FIND 
a qualified teucher is going to be an increasing problem. Given the growing teacher shortage, 
preventing alt schools from using the best resources avaifable - including distance education .. is 
a step in the wrong direction, 

• The current version of SB 2031 may preclude the ND Division of Independent Study from 
offering a full high school curriculum .. a requirement they current have by statute. The Division 
also offers a high school diploma to over 100 students per year, This may also be prevented by 
SB 2031. 

• Limiting a school's ability to use good tec.hnology solutions for the improvement of teaching and 
learning runs counter to trends in every other state. Virtual schools~ like the ND Division of 
Independent Studyt which North Dakota has had for over 70 years, are being formed in many 
other states to facilitate the delivery of quality coursework to students in a variety of settings. 

i 
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Online Learning 

Prepared in partial fulfillment of requirements for 
EdL 575:. Education and public. poHcy 

Dr .. Sheny Houdek 
Department of Educational Leadership , 

University of North Dakota 
Grand Forks. ND. 

. Written by 
.A.ui ta K. Decker 

Fall Semester 2001 
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Rapid changes In technology, In the amount and nature of Information, and In society lti,elf make 

It Increasingly necessary for all of us to become lifelong learners, Technology offers the opportunity to 

make a revolutionary change In the way we organlza school learning for all the people who work In ----------· 
education. It moans not doing more of the same, but doing something different, something powerful, 

something appropriate for oil learners. Increasing avallablllty of Web-based alternatlve !earning 

resources coincides with a decline In public confidence In the effk.acy of schools and the Increasing 

Interest In alternatives, such as voucher programs, charter schools, and home schooling (Means, 2001 ). 

Internet-based distance education Is qulokly becoming the predominant technology In distance 

education, while ~o~way Interactive video and one•WB)' recorded video are declining (Institute for Hlgher 

Education Policy {IHEPJ, 2000}, Asynchronous (any time and any place) learning networks (ALN) have 

become the signature charaC',terlstlos of this technology. setting It apart from most. of the other 

technologies (IHEP, 2000). Sixty-three percent of U.S. publlo school classrooms had Internet access by 

1999 (Means. 2001), 

Perhaps no other area of education has adopted ALN to the ux.tent that colleges have. From 

1994-96 to 1997-98 the number of postsecondary distance education programs Increased by 72 percent 

(IHEP, 2000) .. An addltlonal 20 percent of Institutions surveyed planned to establish distance educ1:1tlon 

programs within tha next three years (IHEP, 2000). A survey estimated that more than 1.6 mllllo11 

students were enrolled In distance educatlorr courses In 1997 .. 9a {IHEP, 2000), 

Internet-based education transcends typical time and space barrlers 1 giving students access to 

!earning opportunities day and night from any.Nhere on the globe, Coursework r.an provide material In 

highly Interactive audio, video,· and textual formats at a pace set by the student. 

Educatlonal alternatives are becoming the new clvll rights Issue, Alternatives are available 

dlsproportlonatoly to the wealthy who oan afford prlvate/parochlal schools, dual credit and advanced 

placement courses, and computerwbased loarnlng options. Demographic shifts In population directly 

Influence economic trends In rural communities, which In turn dictates funding to social Institutions Ilka 
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education, Appropriate programmlnq In rural areas Is less likely because of program novelty, lack of 

financial support for programs, and low enrollment rates. Dimensions of Interest, challenge, choice, and 

enjoyment, be~ause of their strong lheoretlcal and practical ties to learning, aro Important areas to 

consider when educating children and youth, 

In the tradltlonal classroom, a class of learners Is oftEJn formed by matching students by age 

and/or ability to create a homogenous unit so th~ teacher can teach to the group at a level that Is 

designed for Its average ablllty. This creates uniformity, Each member Is ucually expected to work alone 

end Is tested Independently, Competition, not cooperation, Is the way to succ6ed. The reality of whole­

class discussions means that many student volces-partlcularly the shy or less confident-go unheard. 

In onllne courses, however, students must adjust. They no longer Just wait for the learning: they 

must go to the learning, They may need to change study habits. Onllne leemlng requires s~,8J- ~· 

motivation and the ability to self-monltor.~~dents becon,e more responsible for their progr:s ~d more 

a22resslve In oommunloatlng with teachers and do not roly on parents or other adults to do so. With the 

posslble exception of students who are home educated, few see onllna learning as a great rush to 

graduate earlier, according to BIii Thomas, director of educational teohno/ogy for the Southern ReQlonal 

Er Jcatlon Board, who asserts that the ablllty to accelerate should not Imply that onllna olasses are easy. 

He cites the organization's experience, which lndlc:3tes that oniine courses have been found to be more 

difficult (Rourke, 2001 ). 

Students at Kentucky's Virtual High school feel their onllne teachers know them bettel' thar. some 

of their regular teachers. They do not feel the effect of unmotivated students1 and therefore, endure less 

busv work In an onllne course; and they don't suffer preconceived notions based on appearance or 

popularity, Participation and Interaction are keys to success, 

Knowledge ls seldom constructed In Isolation. Rial and Fulton (2001) assert that learning 

Increasingly takes place In "commu,·1ltles of practice.'' Communities of practice are groups of 11people 

who share a 17;ommon Interest In a topic or area as well as a particular way of talking about the 

phenomena, tools, and sense-making approaches for building their collaborative knowledge with a set of 

common colleotlve tasks" (Riel & Fulton, 2001 ). ·rhe accomplishment of the community Is of primary 

lmpl)rtance. The community, building on one another's strengths, devolop$ distributed knowledge, Each 
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member develops a sense of competence In areas where they are most skilled and can help others In J r· (· 
), 

' I. •;: 
·1 .J I• those areas, while receiving skill and knowledge In areas of less' proficiency, ~ 

:t t A central difference between the traditional and the learning community approaches Is that ln 

I l onllne courses direction Is neither under the complete control of the teacher nor under the complete ) 

I ,' 

~ .i 
!I control of the learner. This makes all members of the community learners. Including the- teacher. smart •I 

·I 

« ., 
,j 
,l 

Tools Academy (http://depts.washlngton.edu/aoodemy/) provides vl& .. ~rs acc~ss to a wealth of guidelines .:; 

I 
. 

for teaching onllne course&, as well as discussions, templates, and standards. 
' 
\ 

Thomas, of the SREB, says the common belief that only the most motivated, well-dlsclpllned { 

' 

I 
student will succeed In an onllne course remains an open question. "We simply have not had enough 

i} 
',! 
,\! 

experience with this new form of teaching and learning. In fact, I believe most students wlll be successful 
:~ 
\ 
.1' 
i 

' fi In the future since at least the better courses focus on students learning rather than teachers teaching .. 

I 
,-

,;, 

(Rourke, 2001 ), 
> 

.J 

Julle Young, executive director of the Florida Online High School, suggests that her school has 
'1 
j 
.\f 

had success with students who have either failed or have been seen as fallures In their school but have 
1,i 

J n y 

been successful In the onllne environment: "Oftentimes It Is an Issue of control, a personality conflict, or a c· !f 
' 

:r 
, . ...__,. 

,. 
!earning dlsablllty. We remove those barriers In most cases, allowing the student much more control over j 

:1 
t 

the learning process. We have had remarkable success with students with certain learning dlsabllltles or i 
j 

:\ 
challenges. Often these students slmply need a bit more one-on-one or more time to learn" (Rourke, f 

'· 

2001 ). Online courses are offered to both those In need of remediation and those desiring acceleration. 
,; 

!' Online courses have great potential for providing assistance for students, Including those with a low 

Incidence dlsablllty, for which a district may not have an a~ate level of support. (§i) 

Probloms that have plagued schools for centurles--problems of parochlallsm and lsolatlon: lack of 

lime; space; ~ort for teacher communlcatloni ~culatlng with teachers and students across grade 

levels; l~f easy access to subject-matter experts and to lively and up .. to-date resource materials; 

c~nges of providing a ~Ider audience for student work and student writing-are being addressed 

through onllne learning. lnlernet-baoed/dlstance education has been subjected to scrutiny not generally 

applied to tradltlonal learning. A survey conducted by the Institute for Higher Education Polley (2000) 
,-·•''~' .. , 

uncovered 45 benchmarks for technology-based courses. Through the analysis of findings, those 45 c· l : 
,, . 
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r· wore reduced to 24 (IHEP. 2000). All Include course development, faculty training, student services, · ~ ~ J. er~ ( J !earning resources, Infrastructure, and outcomes assessment. 

The Impact of distance !earning on faculty cannot be overlooked. Higher education Institutions 

that have adopted significant onllne programming tend to work with the willing. With few exceptions, early 

adopters of such onllne courses have volunteered to teach distance education. 

Medina, Pigg, Desler, and Gorospe (2001) charge that the preparation tradltlonally provided 

teachers no longer allows them to maintain the status of sage with any oredlblllty. Kathleen Devaney and 

Gary Sykes describe teaching as "principled action," not merely "skilled transmission" (Medina et al., 

2001 ). The role of teacher becomes facllltator. On-line Instruction allows students the Independence 

they seek In order to pursue what they want to learn. 
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Advantages of the onllne learning community approach for teachers Include the opportunity to 

open the Isolation of the single classroom and to provide new resources for teachers. Online learning 

provides opportunities for collaborative !earning environments, which allow teachers to r,ef1£•11t on 

practices and coD,_cerflll with other teachers. to share information In a distributed knowledge framework, 

and to build commt>n understanding of new approaches, standards, and curriculum. It also allows 

continuous engagement with other experts( Professional development Is embedded, perhaps more !ftJ.,'jJ; .1 

• I 

lnfomially than formally throughout the expe\ienoo) Freedom from space and time llmltatlOns, enjoyed by 

students In onllne courses, extends to Instructors as well. Even technologlcal frustrations often create a 

greate1· sense of community as participants work together to solve them. 

Online courses have certain unique characteristics. Young of Florlda's Online High School feels 

that onllne teachers know their students better, have more communication with parents, and are able to 

provide lndlvlduallzed attention based on student needs rather than a one-slze-flls-all classroom based 

on a calendar and a bell schedule (Rourke, 2001 ). In addition, she says, parents, guidance counselors, 

and other appropriate personnel can access progress reports onllne at any time. 

There Is growing evidence of changing pedagogy-Nmore Interactivity, Increasing prevalence of 

selt:Qj_rected sJ1:1dy, more student responsibility for his or her own loarnlng, Increasing use of e-mail 

betweeri teacher and student, and a g~er need for feedback than with tradltlonal Instruction. 

Admlnlstratlvely, onllne courses require some changes, such as the need for agreement on when 
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assignments are to be completed and returned (In spite of students• pacing themselves), the need for 

reference assistance, necessity for course syllabuses, and Issues of class size, and establishment of 

course office hours. 

Isolation allows teachers great freedom but can also become professionally stlfllng. When 

schools wire their classrooms for the Internet. It Is not the access to Information that changes the 

classroom. There Is already too rnuch Information. According to Medina et al. (2001) what changes the 

classroom-for teachers, students, parents, and the community-ls the end of the Isolation. Computers 

and related technologles are about relationships between teachers and parents, parents and parents. 

teachers and teachers, students and teachers. and students and the rest of the world. 

Florlda's Young sees teacher retention and renewed enthusiasm as a byproduct of onllne 

learning. Online learnlng, she feels, provides an opportunity for tradltlonal schools to become more 

cu$tomer driven In meeting the needs of their students (Rourke, 2001 ), However, she acknowledges, 

onllne leamlng poses a challenge to the traditional school, which no longer has a monopoly on quality 
I 

course work (Rourke, 2001 ). .-:::::c:::..._· ___ ____._ 

Young says their onllne school developed many of Its own courses, but she now feels It Is no 

longer necessary, She recommends that schools seriously consider renting or !easing courses. thereby 

allowing them to focus limited resources on quality and lmplementatlon Issues such as curriculum, 

Instruction, and student assessment; management; and course evaluation (Rourke, 2001), ___________ __,~ 
McKamey (2001) cautions that principals also may face some challenges: (1) How can a 

principal maintain oversight of a course given the lack of dlrec::t accountability? (2) Are there regular 

progress reports? (3) How can a prlnclpal help an onllne teacher who might not be supervised by the 

, ... ~ .......... ~. 
l; 
~ 

principal? (4) If a parent has a problem with an onllne teacher, should the parent appeal to the principal D' ~ M 1 

or the private company or organization providing the course? What Is the prlnclpal's role In facilltatlng this S 

process? 

These are policy Issues schools should address before ln;plementlng distance education. 

However, Institutions are moving ahead without all the answers. 

Some help Is available for prlnolpals In evaluating the use of technology by teachers, The 

Indicators of Engaged Learning developed by North Central Regional Education Lab can be completed C
.,•·. 

' ', 
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n onllne at http://www.norJeo,org/oapeolty/profile/12rofwww,htm (Elb. 2001 ), These Indicators provide a 

'.,,,.,, · starting point for technology discussions. 

Past technologies of print. photography, film, and computers have made It possible for teachers 

to share Ideas In one-way Interaction with students, Now technologies enrich learning with strategies 

such as electronic field trips, onllne mentoring, science Investigations. and a variety of humanities 

activities. Schools that Incorporate ever-Improving technology can offer the best combination of 

tradltlonal face-to-face Instruction and benefits of I earning with new technologies (Means. 2001 ), 

Through distance educatlon1 learning becomes tangible. The separation between the classroom 

and the past, the classroom and the world, us and one another disappears. Online learning connects to 

meaningful learning: real-world contexts for learning; connections to outside experts; visualization and 

analysis toots: scaffolds for problem solving: opportunities for feedback, reflection, and revision (Means, 

2001), 

,,r.9•. 
. ' 

,, . 

Through the use of the Web, states have the opportunity to effectlvely address equity and Access 

Issues, Distance education can provide courses not avallablE' In local schools or where there Is a 

scheduling conflict that prevenis a student from taking the course at his or her school. 

Schools that Incorporate ever~lmprovlng technology can offer tha best combination of traditional 

face-to-face Instruction and benefits of learning with new technolcgles. Schools should be t~autloned that 

technology Is a journey, not a race, They shouldn't try to anticipate the perfect technological 
I 

environment. Effective onllne learning requires Improvements In teacher preparation and professional \ 

development In pedagogy, content, and assessment as wall as technological advances (Means, 2001 ). ,.) ~ 

< Online learning has the potential to Increase our ability to work and learn from others who are ~ , 

. ~It. 
d~ant In tlme aod pla;e, Rell and Fulton (2001) contend It gives students the tools to construct shared ~ .. ~ ~ 

understanding and can help students "work In a world culture" and ushape their dostlny In the /YI." 

~-~1' 
y' 
1Jr' 7 

' 
Interdependent world of the 21•t century." 
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TESTIMONY ON SB 2031 
HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

March 11, 2003 
by Anita K. Decker, Director 

School Approval and Accreditation 
328-1718 

Department of Public Instruction 

Madame Chair and members of the committee: 
My name is Anita Decker. I am the director of School Approval and 

Accreditation for the Department of Public Instruction. The Department was 
in. favor of SB 2031 regarding required units to be offered in North Dakota's 
high schools in its original f onn. 'The bill made great strides in pre vi ding 
students with educational opportunity regardless, of school size or location. 
We are submitting an .amendment which would return the bill to something 
very similar to the original legislation. 

One of the strongest· elements of the amendment (and the original 
legislation) is reference to standards. Within the past several days, I have 
received by mail and Internet, three articles noting the disconnect between 
secondary school curriculum and postsecondary ~xpectations. One of those 
reports, Betra~g the College Dream: How Disconnected K .. 12 and 
Postsecondary Education Systems Undermine Student Aspirations, is a study 
by Stanford University. T.o quote part of that stu4y: "While student finances 
are very important, the -intensity and quality of the secondary school 
curriculum is the best predictor of whether a student will go on to complete a 
bachelor's degree,,. .. 

The American Youth Policy Forum (2000) and the National 
Commission on the High School Senior Year (2001) have called for a re .. 
thinking of how students move from secondary to postsecondary education. 
Nationally enrollments in advanced math and sciences courses are greater than 
they were a decade ago. However, the National Commission on the High 
School Senior Year (2001) reported that only 10 states have aligned lheir high 
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school graduation and college admissions requirements in English and only 
two have done so in math. 

North Dakota teachers have worked hard to establish state content 
standards for what students should know and be able to do. Many districts 
have worked diligently to align their local standards with state and national 
standards. Merely naming courses does not require-or even suggest-that 
the content be based on those standards. 

The North Dakota University system and the Department have had 
initial conversations about North Dakota's high school content standards and 
the state testing of seniors against those standards. Reinserting the standards 
into the minimum curriculum legislation would help focus our efforts to 
sequence high school courses with postsecondary general education courses. 

This could directly benefit North Dakota's students by reducing the 
amount of remediation required in college. The studies cited show that 
students requiring remediation are less likely to complete a college program. 

We concur with the engrossed bill that requiring only two credits in the 
same foreign language and twelve units of electives will be more manageable 
by most districts. 

We are concerned that requiring three units of vocational education will 
be difficult for many districts because of the shortage of vocational educators. 
Further, we recognize the difficulty of providing vocational education courses 
over distance delivery systems because vocational courses are renowned for 
their hands .. on delivery. However, we also recognize the great need for 
vocational education and, therefore~ support keeping the requirement in the 
bill. 

Paragraphs 2c and 4 addi-ess the possibility of using distance education 
to deliver course offerings. In the 1997 session, the Legislature authorized 
postsecondary enrollment options, also lmown as dual credit. The second 
handout provides infonnation on dual credit courses offered by distance 
education over the past five years. We feel that dual credit and distance 
education are under .. used options, which may help schools to expand· their 
curricular offerings. 

Alternative high schools and special function schools generally have 
extremely unstable enrollments. Most are open entry/open exit schools. These 
schools deal with students who have difficulty completing high school 
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requirements. We recommend that each of these schools be considered under 
special curriculum guidelines approved by the Department. 

This bill is essentially the only opportunity that the legislature will have 
to deal with student opportunity equity. In the end, that's the kind of equity 
that counts most. 

Madame Chair, this concludes my testimony. I would be happy to 
answer any questions. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ENGROSSED SB 2031 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL,, replace the remainder of the bill with 11for an Act to amend 
and reenact section 15 .1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to high school 
course offerings, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1, AMENDMENT, Section 15.1-21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is 
amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-21-02. HJgh schools - RequJred units . 
.L In order to be approved by the superintendent of public instruction, each public and 
nonpublic high school shall make available te each st1:1deat school year at least: 
l . Pol.¼r Wl:its 

a. One unit ·of English .. language arts, which meets or exceeds the state contenj 
standards. at each grade level from nine through twelve: 

2. •. Three units 
b. One unit of mathematics.-, which meets or exceeds the state content standards, at 
each grade. level from nine through twelve: 

3. Po.ur units 
c. One unit of science.-, which meets or exceeds the s~ate content standards, at each 
grade level from nine through twelve; 

~eewuts 
d .. One unit of s(lcial studies, inoludiag one of ,,,orld history and one of United States 
hietery-, both of whieh must emphasize geography, 

S .. Oae. which meets or exceeds the state content standards, at each grad~ level from nine 
through twelve; 

e, One-half unit of health and r,hyaieal edueatioo. 
6. Dae \¼mt ofm~sie. 
;, .~ six units seleeteel &em bllsieess edueatioB, eoonomies and the. fr:ee eRterprise 
system, foreigtt lan~ege, Piemerioan sign. language, ane. 1.ieeational eourees inel\uling 
family and. oonsumer seienees, agrieulture, business and offiee tee:hnelegy, mal4Eeting, 
dive,eified ooeupations, trade and industrial edueatioa, teelmotogy ed'l¼eabon, ans health 
eBfeefS,. The vocational eow-ses may he offered through eooper-aav& arrangements 
appreved by the state board fer. ,,roeational and teehnieal eElueation, which meets or 
exceeds the state content standards. at each grade level from nine throughJwelve; 

f. One-half unit of physical education, which meets or exceeds the state content 
stan4ards, at each grade level from nine through twelve; 
g., Two. units of music, which m~et or exceed the state content standards~ 
J,.. Two units of the. same foreign language, which meet or exceed the state content 
standards; 
i, Three units of vocational education; and 
i. Twelve units of elective courses, 

Uor pur_poses of this section •. "make available" means that: 
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a. Each public- high school and nonpublic high school must allow students to make 
course selections from a list that incl~t least the course or unit requirements set 

. forth in subsection 1; 
•' b. If a student selects a course or unit from the list reguired by subsection 1, the 

nublio high school or the nonpublic high school must provide the course to the. 
student: and 
c. The course or unit m@Y be proy1ded to the student through any delivery method not 
contrarY to state law and may include classroom or individual instructi9n and distance 
learning options. including interactive video, computer instruction, correm7ondence 
courses. and postsecondary enrollment under chapter 15.1-25. 

3. The board of a school district may not im12ose any fees or charges upon a student for 
the provision of or participation in courses or units as provided in this section. other thP:P, 
the fees pennitted by section 15, 1-09-36, 
4. If in order to meet the minimum course requirements of this section a school district 
includes academic. courses offered by a postsecondary institution under chapter 15.1-25, 
the school district must: 

~ PAy all costs of the student's attendance, except those fees that are gennissible 
under section 15. t-09M36; and 
b. Transport the student to and from the location at which the course is offered or 
provide mileage reimbursement to the student if transportation is provided by the 
~ent or the student's family.'' 
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Testimony on 8B2031 11' 
~b Senate t!ducatlon Committee .)I-\ ')IP'; 

Jettaary 45, 2003. ()} 
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Madam Chair, members of the committee, my name ls Wayne Kutzer, Director of 

the State Board for Vocational and Technical Education. 

I support SB2031 In relation to the required offering of three credits of vocational 

technical education. We are facing a skill shortage In this country far larger than 

simply a labor shortage. Industries within this state are experiencing an aging 

workforce that wlll quickly add to the demand for more skilled people. The vast 

majority of careers In ND and the nation require technical skllls. A recent Dept of 

Labor study ssld that within the next ten years, 26% of the jobs In this country wlll 

require a four yaar degree and 65% will require technical skills. Our st.ate labor 

demands are no different. 

Voc.:atlonaJ technical education not only prepare3 students for careers, It helps 

students make career choices, and It helps to bring relevance to their education. 

Making that connection between what they are )earning and the world of work Is 

Important to a majority of students. They need that connection so that they 

understand the need for math, for communication, and crltlcal thinking skills. If 

you remember from the beginning of the session, there was a student display of 

a three wheeled vehicle built by high school students from Starkweather that got 

over 500 mlles per gallon. I would think that took a fair amount of crltlcal thinking 

skllls, not only In designing and building the car, but In how to drive It. As they 

explained It, If they used a heavier driver the car was able to coast father In the 

distance competition. Those students were excited about their class; about their 

education. The teBmwork they experienced and knowledge that they gained 

through that course wlll not be forgotten. 

It Is exactly that reason that vocational technical education needs to ~e available 

for all students. 
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In looklng at this current school year there are six school districts that did not 

deliver three credits of vrE. (4 schools had 2, 1 school had 1, and 1 had 0) 

These are the credits being taken, they are not necessarily the credits offered, 

which could be a high number. There Is also the avallablllty of VTE courses 

offered via video conferencing which are Increasing every year. Currently there 

are 70 VTE courses that are being offered via video conferencing Involving 45 

schools. 

If we are talking about quallty schools and what they should be offering, we 

should be talklng about preparing for the 21 8
t century, and requiring courses In 

technical literacy or computer technology. 

I wlll gladly answer any questions. 
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS FY 2002-2003 
SCHOOL. DISTRICTS I.T.V 

r ~ Transmitting School Receiving School Pmgr■ms 

t"""""'-,. 

'li,_. 

L 

Binford - Mldkota Cooperstown 
Binford - Mldkote Fessenden-

Bowdon 
Binford - Mldkote Jamestown 
Binford - Mldkota Taooen 
Bowman Hettlnaer 
Ellendale Edaeley 
Ellendale Hazelton .. M-8 
Ellendale Kulm 
Ellendale Lltchvllle-Mnrlon 
Glen Ullin Hazen 
Glen Ullln Linton 
Glen Ullln Naooleon 
Golden Valley Turtle Lake-Mercer 
Golden Valley Stanton 
Golden Valley Tuttle-Pettibone 
Grafton NWTC Cavalier 
Grafton NWTC St. Thomas 
Grafton 1 NWTC Walhalla 
Larimore May Port 0-G 
Minot Garrison 
Minot Turtle Lake-Mercer 
Minot• Washburn 

\Oakes SEAVTC Fairmount 
Oakes SEAVTC Forman 
Oakes SEAVTC Lldaerwood 
Oakes SEAVTC MIinor 
Valley Ctty SVVTC, Buxton 
Valley C ltv SWTC, Cacsalton 
Vallev C tv swrc Kindred 
V~lleY C tv SWTC Lisbon 
Valley CltY SWTC Northwood 
Valley City SWTC Thompson 
Wahpeton ROVTC Richland #44 
Wahoeton RCVTC Fairmount 
Wahoeton RCVTC Forman 
Wahpeton RCVTC Gwinner 
Wahpeton RCVTC Hankinson 
Wahpeton RCVTC Lidgerwood 
W~hneton RCVTC MIinor 
Wahoeton RCVTC Oakes 
Wahoeton RCVTC Verona 
Wahoeton RCVTC Wyndmere 
Wimbledon/Courtenay Tappen 

Cisco Networklna 
Cornputer Hardware 

Cisco Networklnc 
Com~uter Hardware 
FACtS 
Health Careers 
Health Careers 
lndeotmdent Llvlna 
lndeoendent Llvlnc 
Acoountlna Ill & IV 
AccountlneJ!.L & IV 
Accountlna Ill & IV 
P~renttn9 
Parenting 
Paren~r.g 
Health Careers 
Health Careers 
Health Careers 
Bus. & Office Tech. 
Health Careers 
Health Careers 
Health Careertl -Marketing 

· Marketing 
Marketlna 
Marketing 
IT Essentials 
Comouter Networldng 
Computer Networklna 
computer Networklna 
Health Careers 
Computer Networklna 
Drafting 
Draftlni. 
Aarloult.W'e 
Draftlna 
Aarlculture 
Health Careers 
Oraftlna 
Draftlna 
Aarlcultura 
Acri Science 
FACS 

' . 

-

Cisco Networklna 

Health Careers Chlld Develooment 
Health Careers Child Develooment 

Independent Living 
lndeoendent Llvlnc 
Independent Llvlnc 

IT Essentials Health Careers 
Health Careers 

IT Essentials Health Careers 

Health Careers 
Drafting 
Health Caree1·: ... 
Draftlna 

Health Careers 
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I ... · I HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
1: SB 2031 
11 -------------------·-------------' 
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H CHAIR KELSCH AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 
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My name Is Courtney Koebete. I am appearing tod~y on behalf of the State 

Association for Non-Publlc Schools (SANS). SANS represents 62 nonpublic grade 

schools and high schools throughout North Dakota, with approximately 7,200 students. 

We oppose the portion of the blH that requires a non-public high school to provide 

.the required units ~h year. As was discussed eartler, many schools offer the required 

courses, but stagger them based on their resources. If the schools had to offer each 

coursfl every year, this would be a considerable drain on their resources. 

In addition, the portion of the bill that separates out the three units of vocational 

education has a considerable cost effect on the non-public schools. Providing three 

units of vocatlonal education each year would be a burden on th,~ non .. publlc schools. 

We have had a difficult time finding teachers In many areas, but especially In the 

vocational education areas. 

We would be happy to work with the committee and the bill sponsors to find an 

acceptable solution. If you have any questions, I wlll try to answer them. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION. 
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