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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2034 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date: January 1 S, 2003 

Ta eNumber Side A Side B 
SB 2034 X 00-9.0 

Meter# 

0 

Minutes: Senator John T. Traynor, Chairman, called the eeting to order. Sen. Traynor 

requested meeting starts with testimony on the bill. 

Tesffmony in support of SB 2034 

. ' 

L 

Sen Linda Christenson -Vice Chair on the interim committee on Family Law. I am in support of 

this bill. This bill is a housekeeping bill. Terminology change from Natural to Biological. 

Sen. Traynor: What is the difference between Natural Vs Biological? 

Julie Hoffinan .. Attachment ( 4.5 meter) 

Senator Carolyn Nelson How many children have been adopted in the state of ND? (8. 7 meter) 

197 and this includes step parent adoptions 

Lea11ne Johnson .. Attachment (meter 5.1) 

Leanne Johnson .. Lutheran Social Services -Attached written testimony for review. 

Testimony ln opposltfon of SB 2034: 

There was no testimony in opposition . 

. --·------·-·- ... --- .. -----·--····. 
Th• mfcrogr1phfc fmegta on t~I• film are accurate reproductfona of records delivered to Modern Information SyattN for mforofflmfna and 
were filmed tn the regular course of bu1lne11, The photographfc proce11 meetl 1tlttdardl of the Amertcan Natfonal St1nd1rdl lnttftutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchtv1l mfcrofllM, NOTIC I If the filmed tmaoe above fa l••· letlblt then thft Notice, ft fa dot to th• quality of tht 
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Senate Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number 2034 
Hearing Date January 15, 2003 

Testimony neutral to SB 2034: 

Jennifer Clark - Legislnture Council Interim Clerk on SB 2034 - All house keeping in nature. 

This is only a tenninology Natural Vs Unnatural and Biological. 

Senator Stanley W. Lyson, Vice Chairman moved a DO PASS. Senator Dennis Bercier 

seeond the motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 6Yes. 0 No. 0 Absent 

Motion carried, 

Carriert Senator Carolyn Nelson 
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Senate 

Date: January 15, 2003 
Roll Call Vote #: 1 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, SB 2034 

JUDICIARY 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken Do Pass 

Committee 

Motion Made By Senator Stanley W. Seconded By Senator Dennis Bercier 
Lyson, Vice Chairman 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Sen. John T. Traynor .. Chairman X Sen. Dennis Bercier 
Sen, Stanley. Lyson - Vice Chair X Sen. Carolyn Nelson 
Sen. Dick Dever X 

0 Sen. Thomas L. Trenbeath X 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __ S_ix__,(""""'6) ______ No Zero (0) 

ALL PRESENT 

Floor Assignment Senator Carolyn Nelson 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

L .... •-- ---------

Yes No 
X 
X 
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w.ri ff lined fn the re;u\ar r.0ur11 of bush"ltH, The photographic proceu 111teta standards of the American Nat tonal St1nd1rdt lnatf tutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchtv1l microfill'II, NOTIC s If the filmed lmaoe above fa l••• \egtble than thla Notice, ft ta due to the qualfty of tht 
docu.ent bet no f Hmed. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 16, 2003 1 :27 p.m. 

Module No: SR-07-0601 
Carrier: Nelson 

Insert LC: • Title: • 

,/---. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2034: Judiciary Committee (Stn. Traynor, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 

(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2034 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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(2) DESI<, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR,07•0801 

--·----·---·-----------------·•·•• --·-·· 
Tht 111fcroar1phto tmegea on t~f • ftlm ere accurate reproductf ona of record• del tvered to Modern fnform1tf on sy1tttn1 for mtcroffl111tno and 
were fHMtd in the reouler courae of buttne11. The photcoraphtc proecea meeu atendardt of the Amerfcen Natfonal Standardt rnetftutt 
(AMII) for 1rchfv1l mfcrofflm, NOTIC I If the fllllled fmett above fa lest legfblt than tht1 Mottet, ft t1 due to the quality of tht 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITfEE MINUTES 

BILIJRESOLUTION NO. SB 2034 

House Judiciary Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 2-26-03 

Ta eNumber Side A 
l xx 

SideB Meter# 

1--------1-+----xx 
40.4-41 

2 xx 

Minutes; 12 members present, 1 member absent (Rep. Onstad). 

!;halrmau DeKru; We will open the hearing on SB 2034. 

Rebecca DoL Social l''orker Villau Fp.mUy Service Center: Support (see attached testimony 

and testimony of LeAnne Johnson, who didn't testify). 

Chalrmm DeKrey; Jennifer Clark, from Legislative Couneil, will be here later to testify. 

Any further testimony in support of SB 2034. Opposition to SB 2034. We will close the 

hearing. 

(The hearing was reopened later in the same session.) 

Chairman DeKrey: We will hear the testimony of Jennifer Clark. 

Jennifer Clark, Lqislatiye Council; This is a housekeeping bill to change some of the tenns. 

Chairman DeKrey: Thank you. We will close the hearing. 

(Reopened the session in the afternoon) 

'..._,/ 
1 Chalrrnan DeKrey; What are the committee's wishes in regard to SB 2034. 
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House Judiciary Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2034 
Hearing Date 2-26-03 

Re_p. Kretschmar; I move a Do Pass. 

Rep, Delmore; Seconded. 

12 YES ONO 1 ABSENT DO PASS CARRIER: R.ep. Wrangham 

L.~-----·-------------·--• .. ···•· ...... 
· the 111tor0ttf'tf)h f c f Meaea on t~ f • f tl,n are accurtte reproduotf ona of records dtl fvered to Modern lnforrnet I on Syatetn11 for ml croft lmf l'IQ Ind 

were ftlllled tn tht reaultr count of buth'\611, Yht photograph1c procesa meete ttlndtrdt of the Amerfoen National 8t1nd1rdt lnttftut• 
(ANSI) for archival ,nfcrofflm, NOTIC I If the filmed Image tbovt ,. l••· letfblt then thfa Notice, 1t ,. due to tht quality of tht 
docl.lNnt btfnc, ff llllld, r: 
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Roll Call Vote#: I 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMmEE ROl"L CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLU1'.ION NO. ~ 0 3 '/ 

House Judioi · __ ,_!')' __ ,, ______ , ____________ _ Com,m.ittee 

D Check here for Couference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Nuxnber 

Action Taken 

Motion Madfl By 

Reprnentattvet Yn 
Chainnan DelCreY 1,,/ 

Vice Chairman Maraaos ✓ 

Reo. Bernstein ../ 
Reo, Boehnina v 
Rep. Galvin ✓ 

Reo. Grande V' 
Reo, ¥ inaciburv t/ 
Reo. Klemin ,/ 

Rep. Kretschmar v' 

Reu. Wranllham V 

Total (Yes) /~ 
Absent 

No Re2resentatlves 
Ren. Delmore 
Reo, Eokre 
Rer,. Onstad 

No 0 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
F&~ruary 26, 2003 2:03 p.m. 

Module No: HR-34-3530 
Carrier: Wrangham 
Insert LC: • Title: . 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMmEE 
SB 2034: Judiciary Committee (Rep. DeKrey, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 

(12 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2034 was placed on the 
Fourteenth order on the calendar • 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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Senate Judiciary Committee 

Senate BUI 2034; 

January 18, 2003" 

Chairman Traynor and' memb11r1, of the Senate Judiciary. Commltt••• 

my name Is Julle Hoffman, Administrator of Adoption· Services• for the, 

Department of Human Servlcat. I am here today, to· present' tHtltnony, 

regarding Senate BIii 203'~ The Dttpartment suppotttl- the' pa11age· oft 

Senate 81112034 related to NDCC 1.-~11, the Unlform·Parentage,A'ct 

This blll Is a result of the Famlty Law Committee's· lhterlm 1 stUdy. of1 

adoption law In North Dakotl, A·n lnfOrmal work group· of' adt,ptWon 1 

professlonals collaborated on a review of adoptlon1 l~w and! are; 

recommending the changes proposed•for this: statute. 

Simply stated, thlt blll advocatet, for, the use· of p01ltlve· adoptlon1 

language, 1peclffcally here In· a' statute that1 I•· u1ec:t1 by, adoption, 

profe11lonal1 as they work with· birth· parentl~ A<lbptlon 1 proftttlonal•• 

prefer the term "birth" or ublologlcal" In' referring.: to a1 chlld~s- flrat1 seti oft 

parents, since the term 0 natural" then conveys, thatr the adopttoni or, the, 

adoptive parents of the chlld'are somehow1''unnaturaP'. 

This may seem llke a· minor l11u•~ however, thelnfonnal:work group 1 

that assisted the Famlly Law CommlttN ha■· 1ought1 to correct' slmlltr­

reference throughout the statutes we, revlewedl Worda do· lndNC:11 

engender emotion and change perspective. and1 fOr that: rea1on 1 we, have, 

recommended this change In languagtt. 

I would be happy to answer any,quNtlon1-you mlght1have. 

·~-,-- .... ··-·-- ....__ ___________ _ 
'tht mtcroor1phlc lmaa11 on t~f• fflm •r• 1ccu,-1t1 rtt,ruducttont of record• ~ver;;;·t;··~~n ·1nfortn1tfcn syetNII for 11tferoffl1fn,,Md1 
were ftlNd In the r11ul1r cou1·11 of bulfntt1, The l)t,otooraphic proctta 1Mtt1 atanderdt of tht AMtrfcan Nttfon1l StandercM 1netltut1, 
(ANlt) for 1rchtv1L mtcrofflM, NOTIC I If th• ffllllld 11111ft •bov• ,. 1111 letfblt than thfl Notte•· ft le (UI to tht·qualttv,of•tht1 
ck,c..nt btlnt fl lffltd. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE I/ 
Senate BIii Number 2034 ~ Jl'\f 

January 15, 2003 ':)t). ~~.,/,\, 

Chairman Traynor and members of the Senate Judiciary Comm,lttee, my 

name Is Leanne Johnson. I am employed with Lutheran Soclal s,arvlces of 

North Dakota and serve as the A.A.S.K. Adoption Director. I am here today 

to present testimony In support of Senate 81112034 related to Nc,rth Dakota 

Century Code 17•17, the Uniform l0 arentage Act. 

The A.A.S.K. program Is a collaborative effort between Lutheran Social 

Services of North Dakota, The VIiiage Famlly Service Center. Cathollc 

Family Service and the North Dakota Department of Human Services. 

Turtle Mountain Chlld Welfare and Famlly Services Is afflllated with 

A.A.S.K. This program Is responsible for the adoption of children with 

special needs who are In the custody of the Department of Human 

Services. 

I have had the opportunity to be a part of the Informal work group, 

referenced In Ms. Hoffman's testimony, charged with the task to examine 

adoption law In North Dakota. I recognize that It might seem that the 

changes proposed are minor and Just a matter of words. However, there Is 

little doubt that the words we use In our dally and written language speak 

volumes. This Is especially the case when we reallxe the ramifications to 

those Impacted by adoption. Adoptive parents certainly should never be 

referred to as "an unnatural parent" The clarlflcatlons proposed by this 

blll would be an opportunity to recognize the contributions of those 

Impacted by adoption In a respectful, supportive and positive manner. It 

would also be an opportunity to bring the language consistent with 

proposed changes to NDCC 14-15 (as contained In HB 1035) as referenced 

In Section 2 of this blll. 

Page 1 of 2 
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In closing, I encourage the committee to give a "do-pass" recommenda tlon 

to this blll. I am available to answer any questions you may have. 

Page 2 of 2 

------ .... , ___________ ~----··' 

The mfcrographtc fmeges on tnt1 f I lm art accurate reproductf one of records dGl fvered to Modern Information Sy1ttt11S for mfcrof I lmfna and 
were f1lffltd 1n the regular cour1e of bualntsn. The photoaraphf~ proceaa meeta atenclards of the American National Standards lnttltute 
(ANSI) for 1t•tthlv1l mf crcf flm, NOTIC t If the f flmed Image above la leaa legible than thf e Nott ct, It 11 due to the qual f ty of tht 
docunent belnc, f Hffllld, 

I 

.J 

J 



~ 
I : 

L 

House Judiciary Committee 

Senate BIii 2034 

February 26, 2003 

Chalnnan DeKrey and members of the House Judiciary Committee, 

my name Is Becky Doll of the VIiiage Family Service Center In Bismarck. I 

am here to present testimony for Julle Hoffman, Administrator of Adoption 

Services for the Department of Human Services. Ms. Hoffman Is unable to 

be here today, since there are two other adoption related bllls being heard 

In other committees at this same time. The Department supports the 

passage of Senate BIii 2034 related to NDCC 14-17, the Uniform Parentage 

Act. 

This blll Is a result of the Family Law Committee's Interim study of 

adoption law In North Dakota. An Informal work group of adoption 

professionals collaborated on a review of adoption law and are 

recommending the changes proposed for this statute. 

Simply stated, this blll advocates for the use of positive adoption 

language, speclflcally here In a statute that Is used by adoption 

professionals as they work with birth parents. Adoption professionals 

prefer the term ublrth0 or ublological" In referring to a child's first set of 

parents, since the term 0 natural" then conveys that the adoption or the 

adoptive parents of the child are somehow uunnatural". 

This may seem like a minor Issue, however, the Informal work group 

that assisted th1a Family Law Committee has sought to correct similar 

reference throughout the statutes wn reviewed. Words do Indeed 

engender emotion and change perspe,::tlve, and for that reason we have 

recommended this change In language, 

Yhe mfcrographfc fl'lllges on t~f• film are accurate reproducttona of records delivered to Modern Information systems for mfcrofflmfng and 
Wftra filmed fn the regular cuurae of bualneaa, The photographic proceoa meets atandarda of the American National standarda 1n1tftutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchfval microfilm, NOTIC t If the filmed fmage above la leaa legible than thfa Notice, ft is due to the quality of tht 
doClllltnt being ff lll'led, ) ( 
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r I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. I know Ms. 

Hoffman Is also available at the request of the committee should you have 

questions for her. Ms. Hoffman's phone number Is 328-4805. 

L ------
Th• mfcroaraphf c fmegea on t~f • 1f l111 ere accurate reproduotfona of reoorda dtl fvered to Modern Information syattffll for mlorof f lmtno and 
... rt ftllntd In the 1•t11ular course of busfntH, The photoarephfo proceH meeta atendtrda of the American National ltendardt lnetftutt 
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