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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2139 

Senate Agriculture Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 01/16/03 

Ta e Number 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Side A SideB Meter# 
X 1701-5093 

Chainnan Flakoll opened the hearing on SB 2139. All committee members were present. 

John R. Boyce, Executive Secretary of the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical 

Examiners, testified in favor of the bill (writton testimony). In order to be licensed to practice 

veterinary medicine in North Dakota, a candidate must have either graduated from an accredited 

school or possess a certificate that states he has met the standards of an accredited school. He 

explained that all non accredited schools of veterinary medicine are foreign schools. 

The waiting period for a candidate who has met the requirements to practice veterinary medicin~ 

but iR waiting to take a proficiency examination can be up to a year. This bill is intended to 

benefit these candidates. This bill is patterned after a similar bill recently adopted in Minnesota. 

Senator Flakoll asked what necessitated the need for this bill. 
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Dr. Boyce stated that we are a small state and have only 400 licensed veterinarians, 200 that Jive 

in North Dakota. A few years ago there was an inquiry from a candidate who wanted to practice 

while completing the licensing steps. Since then, there have been three or four more inquiries, 

Senator Flakoll asked what non accredited schools would have students who would qualify for 

this temporary permit to practice veterinary medicine. 

Dr. Boyce stated the requirements that candidates must meet to qualify for a temporary license to 

practice veterinary medicine under this bill essentially limit the qualified candidates to graduates 

of two schools, both in the Caribbean. These schools are Ross University in St. Kitts and St. 

George's University in Granada, They enroll primarily Americans and their programs are 

patterned after US programs. Students at both schools do their fourth year clinical work at an US 

accredited school. The graduates of these schools are looking for jobs in the US, There have 

been inquiries from many North Daknta veterinarians who would like to hire these graduates. 

Senator Flakoll stated there is a bill in House Education that makes it a cJass D misdemeanor to 

list graduation from a non accredited institution of higher learning. What assurances can Dr. 

Boyce give the committee that the students graduating from these schools are worthy? 

Dr. Boyce stated he does not know anything about the bill in House Education. The consensus 

in the profession is that these schools are certa.in)y acceptable, They are not accredited because 

they do not have all the things an accredited school needs. There are hundreds of graduates of 

Ross practicing in the US. These students complete their fourth year of clinical study in the US 

at ac.;credited schools right along side of the students who have attended that school. They 

certainly wouldn't accept them or give them a passing grade if they were not properly prepared, 
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Senator Flakoll asked if page 2 line 5 which refers to the duration of the temporary license, is the 

intent to imply whichever is sooner? 

Dr, Boyce confinned that the intent was a limit of two years to complete the requirements for a 

fult licensc. 

Senator Flakoll asked who assumes liability for the temporary licensee, 

Dr. Boyce stated that the liability is assumed by the licensee. The North Dakota Board of 

Veterinary Medical Examiners does not deal with liability issues, they would have to satisfy their 

own liability carrier. 

Senator Flakoll asked if the supervision is direct. What duties can they perfonn? 

Dr. Boyce stated the law does not specify but they certainly can't perform. the tasks of a licensed 

veterinarian independently. The supervising veterinarian detennines what level of supervision is 

appropriate (meter #273 7). 

Senator Klein asked why North Dakota has 400 l~ 1 ensed veterinarians but only 200 living in the 

state. 

Dr. Boyce stated that some are veterinarians in border states and some have moved away from 

North Dakota but still keep their license active. Most veterinarians have licenses in multiple 

states, 

Senator Klein asked if we have a shortage of veterinarians in North Dakota, 

Dr. Boyce stated as a member of the profession, nof. necessarily as the Executive Director of the 

North Dakota Veterinary Medical Examiners, there is a shortage of veterinarians in food animal 

practice. It is harder to attract veterinarians to small states and particularly to rural communities. 

Attracting veterinarians to food animal practice is also a national issue, 
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Senator Urlaoher asked how many of the 400 licensed veterinarians are actively practicing in 

North Dakota and how many North Dakota students are studying at vet schools. 

Dr. Boyce stated he did not know. North Dakota does have an agreement with Iowa State 

University to train North Dakota vet students. 

Senator Flakoll asked if Ross University and St. George's University offer both small and large 

animal training. 

Dr. Boyce stated they both do basic fundamentals. The fourth year clinical study of vet students 

is a mixed tract and will not allow specialization in large or small animal practice. 

Senator Urlacher asked what makes these schools attractive. 

Dr. Boyce stated there are qualified applicants that can't into accredited vet schools and the off 

,,~ shore schools offer them an option to become veterinarians. 
i : 

Senator Erbele asked why the off shore schools are not accredited. 

Dr. Royce stated the American Veterinary Medical Association has nine standards of 

accreditation and the off shore schools don't have teaching hospitals for clinical practice nor do 

they do researcht both accreditation requirements. He stated they are not sub standard, they just 

lack these two requirements. 

Nancy Kopp, representing the North Dakota Veterinary Medical Association1 testified in support 

of SB 2139. 

She stated Dr. Boyce had provided most of the information about the bill. She answered Senator 

Urlacher's previous questions. The number of North Dakota students attending vet schools 

under the North Dakota program include: 

• 4 Freshmen at Iowa State University 
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• 5 Sophomores at Iowa State University 

• 7 Juniors, 4 at Iowa State University, 3 at Colorado State U11iversity 

• 7 Seniors, 6 at Iowa State University, 1 at Colorado State University 

Ms. Kopp also stated there is a shortage of veterinarians in North Dakota, especially in the rural 

areas. 

Senator Flakoll asked if it is safe to say that even one extra qualified veterinarian would be a 

blessing in North Dakota. 

Ms. Kopp said absolutely. 

Senator Flakoll asked if its stilt hard to get into vet school. 

Ms. Kopp said yes. She also added that 80% of the freshman vet students entering Iowa State 

-"\ University were females. 
i 
I 

Senator Urlacher asked if, with the female graduates headed primarily to small animal practice, 

the vet schools were considering changing their admission standards. 

Ms Kopp said she didn't know, 

Senator Flakoll added that they can fill their programs with students with 4.0 grade points. 

Ms. Kopp stated that within the membership of the North Dakota Veterinary Medical 

Association (186 members), many retirements are expected in the next five years. 

Wade Moser, Executive Vice President of the North Dakota Stockmen's Association, testified in 

favor of SB 2139 (meter #4440), With the limited numbers of veterinarians in North Dakota, we 

need to accommodate as many veterinarians as possible, 

Senator Flakoll asked how short is North Dakota on veterinarians. 
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Mr. Moser stated the situation will become more critical in the next few years with the potential 

loss of S - 7 veterinarians per year, perhaps more than that. Mr. Moser also expressed his 

concern regarding grade point average as the only criteria for admission to vet schools. He said 

large animal practice is very physically challenging. In single vet, large animal practices, there is 

a high bum out rate. 

Senator Flakoll closed the hearing on SB 2139 (meter #4809) 

It was moved by Senator Nichols, seconded Senator Klein and passed on a roll call vote that the 

Senate Agriculture Committee take a Do Pass action on SB 2139. Voting in favor were Senator 

Flakoll, Senator Erbele, Senator Klein, Senator Urlacher, Senator Nichols, Senator Seymour. No 

negative votes were cast, 

Chairman Flakoll recessed the meeting of the Senate Agriculture Committee until the call of the 

chair. 
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BILURESOLUTION NO. SB 2139 

House Agriculture Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 2 ... 2s ... 03 

Ta Number Side A SideB 
ONE B 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
11.7 TO 21 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Committee Members. We will open on SB 2139. 

JOHN BOYCE: Executive Secretary, north Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical examiners. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support ofSB2139. { { {please reaJ 

attached testimony} } } 

John Boyce did add to his testimony that if this was passed I think it would make our state 

So much more attractive. To these candidates. To begin working under a temporary permit. 

Without having to wait until they complete this program in order to be licensed. It would 

increase the number of qualified veterinarians in our state. Also, I talked to Nancy Kopp 

ND Veterinary Medical Association. She offered her support for this bill. There is printed 

testimony from Nancy Kopp. 

Th• •tcroc,l"if'hfc t111911 on tMa fflm •r• 1ccur1t oduc f -·- --··· . 

l 
I 

'' 
i 

Wff'I ~f llllld fri the rttul•r cour1t of buatr1et1 eT repr t ona o# records del fvered to Nodtrtt lnfort1ttfon SyattN for ntfcroff tMlnt and 

doc(AM~!?._tfor_ •, rchfval Mfcrofl t111, NOTIC&, If the f~~~ot;:11f.'~!roc1 eala rneelts 1abtlandahrdt ohft the MN!rlc1n National at"""'rdl I natl tut• , 6, 
_,, uic, no fHllltd. • • " eg t t en t • Notice, ft ta due to the quality of tht ,--1 

d 

J 



-■!■! ■2••1••••11112•1114•"1 l(lp •--s•:s•-111111---•e ••--1111110
---.. 

2 ------r-------,-,,,, ... nr:•,,w;l'!'J,'. ~"7-f"· ------~ 

r 

I 
1 J 

t 

l 

Page2 
House Agriculture Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB2139 

, ~ Hearing Date 2-28-03 

0 

REPRESENTATIVE KELSCH: Dr, Boyce, Nancy Kopps testimony. She mentioned the bill 

will provide an opportunity for foreign graduate students to temporaiily practice undffl' the 

supervision of a licensed Veterinarian pending examination, 

DR BOYCE: I don't think the word students is correct. Graduates is the word. They have to 

be a graduate. 

REP, MUELLER : On line one page two we talk about and is enrolled in the education 

commission for foreign veterinary graduates program, Who are we talking about here? 

DR BOYCE: The ECFVG Program is operated to certify graduates of a non accredited school. 

Meet the same standards as accredited schools. In order for th.Js bill to apply to them they have a 

to be enrolled in that program. In fact they are in the forth step of completing that program. 

Then they would be eligible for a temporary permit under this bHl, 

REPRESENTATIVE BOEHNING: Ifyou are a graduate ofa Non accredited college you 

basically are going to be going out and doing the same work as a veterinarian urider the 

supervision of a veterinarian? You are going to be one without having the title of one, 

DR. BOYCE: Yes, these people would be practicing wider the supervision of a licensed 

Veterinarian. They would be Veterinarians but not have a full license .. We also offer 

temporary permits to people in other categories. They would be able to do everything under the 

supervision of a licensed veterinarian. 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Any additional support for S82139. 

WADE MOSER: ND STOCKMAN'$ ASSOCIATION. We do support this Bill, 

REPRESENT ATNE KREIDT: Do we have a shortage of veterinarians? 

WADE MOSER: Yes, especially for large animals . 
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Minutes! 

Meter# 
34.1 TO 35 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Committee Members, I am going to entertain a motion 

SB 2139. 

REPRESENTATIVE BOE: MADE MOTION FOR DO PASS. 

REPRESENTATIVE KRBDIT: SECONDED THE MOTION. 

THE ROLL WAS TAKEN ON SB 2139. 

THERE WERE 11 YES Q NO 2 ABSENT 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS CLOSED ON SB 2139 
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Senate Bill No. 2139 (j ..-\0 ,il 

Senate Agriculture Committee, January 16, 2003 ,~ 
John R. Boyce, Executive Secretary, North Dakota .Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of SB 2139. This bill was 
submitted by the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners to allow the board to issue 
temporary pennits to certain graduates of non~accredited veterinary colleges, allowing them to 
practice in North Dakota under the supervision of a licensed vetennarian until they complete the 
requirements n~cessruy for a full license. 

In order to be licensed jn North Dakota, graduates of veterinary colleges that are not 
accredHed by the Council on Education of the American Veterinary Medical Association must 
receive a certificate that indicates that "the holder has demonstrated knowled~e and skill equivalent 
to that possessed by a graduate of an accredited or approved college of veterinary medicine," 
North Dakota accepts certificates issued by the Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary 
Graduates (ECFVG) or the Program for the Assessment of Veterinary Education Equivalence 
(PA VE). The fourth and final step of th~ ECFVO program requires candidates either to complete n 
postgraduate year of evaluated clinical experience at an accredited veterinary school, or to pass a 
three and a half day hands•on clinical proficiettcy examination. Candidates who are ready to take 
the examination may have to wait several months before they can actually take it, and not all 
candidates pass all sections of the examination on their first attempt. It 1s these candidates thnt this 
amendment Is intended to benefit. 

It is important to note that the only candidates who would be eligible for a temporary pennit 
under this amendment are those who meet all of the following requirements: 

• graduate from veterinary school ~ 
• complete their fourth year of clinical study at an accredited veterinary school 
• pass the naUonal licensh1g examination required of all candidates for licensurc 
• be enrolled in the ECFVG program 

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. I would be happy to answer any 
que~tions you may have. 
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SENATE BILL 2139 

Good Morning Chairman Nicholas and Men1ber of the Committee. 

For the record my name is Nancy Kopp. I am providing written 

testimony on behalf of the North Dakota Veterinary Medical 

Association in support of Senate Bill 2139. 

Senate Bill 2139 will provide an opportunity for foreign graduate 

students to temporarily practice under the supervi.sion of a licenced 

veterinarian, pending examination. Dr. Boyce has provided you 

with the details of this temporary permit to practice. 

Passage of this bill could alleviate some of the difficulty 
~ 

veterinarians are experiencing who practice, particularly in the 

rural areas of North Dakota, in finding qualified practioners to 

provide service to producers. 

The NDVMA would encourage a DO PASS recon1mendation on 

· '•,1 Senate Bill 2139. 
J 

/ 
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