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Minutes:

All committee members were present.

Senator Thomas Fischer. Chairman, opened the hearing on SB 2187, relating to bonds of agents

appointed to distribute hunting and fishing licenses or stamps.

Senator Aaron Krauten appeared before the committee and testified in favor of SB 2187. The

bonding fund is currently over $ 4 million dollars, and there is a proposal to take $2 million out

of that fund, which leaves the fund at over $2 million. There have been no claims against that

fund.

Roy Steiner. Hettinger County Auditor, testified in favor of SB 2187. (See attached testimony).

The $5,000 bond is starting to fall a little short. If we have to come up with $5,000 or $8,000, it

would be a possibility, but if we have to come up with $18,000, would be very difficult.

Paul Trauger, testified in favor of SB 2187. Two years ago, I got stuck with a vendor that went

bankrupt. The vendor owed about $12,000 and they were only bonded for 5,000. The vendor
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eventually paid the County. In this situation, the difference between the $12,000 they owed over

the $5,000 they were bonded for, the difference of $7,000 would have had to come from the

County. I had no way of knowing that they were not turning in all of the license books. This can

happen very fast with the vendors that do a large volume of licenses, especially in the large

towns.

Senator Freborg asked is that due every month and by what date.

Paul Trauger answered by law, they are supposed to turn in all of their sold license books in and

the money every month, and we remit that to the County Treasurer, and we make our reports to

the Game & Fish Dept.

Senator Freborg asked is there a date due, for instance, by the 10th of the following month, or

what.

Paul Trauger answered there is really no date in the law. In the 24 years I have had this job, I

had probably six cases that we had to charge people.

Senator Tollefson asked if there are certain months where this really peaks.

Paul Tr auger answered most of the vendors keep that money separate. A lot of it is in cash, so

they want to get rid of it, and most of them turn it in once a month.

Paul Schadewald of the North Dakota Game & Fish Dept, testified that the department is very

supportive of this change.

Senator Travnor asked who writes the bonds.

Paul Schadewald answered it is done through the State Bonding Fund.

Jeff Bitz. the administrator for the State Bonding Fund. I have an amendment to this bill.

(Amendment attached) Currently under the statute, there is only one bond available to license
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Game & Fish agents. That is a $5,000 bond with a $10.00 fee. We currently have registered 275

agents. We are for the $15,000 increase, but with that we do believe it is prudent to increase the

fee for this bond proportionately, to what the risk exposure is. The State Bonding Fund has a

cash surplus of $ 4.8 million. There is a proposal in the Governors budget to remove $2 million

from that fund which would reduce the overall surplus to $2.8 million. Since about 1953, the

bonding fund has not charged a premium to the State entities of the Political Subdivisions. If the

State Bonding fund reaches $2.5 million, then we are required to access every State agency $2.5

for every employee until the bond frind reaches a surplus of $3.3 million.

Senator Lvson asked what a vendor charges somebody for writing a license.

Jeff Bitz answered I don’t know. I have some approximate figures.

Senator Lvson said I think he misunderstood my question. If I go in to buy a license, what can

that vendor charge me for making out the license.

Jeff Bitz answered that he did not have any idea.

Kevin J. Glatt. Burleigh County Auditor answered that vendors have the ability to charge up to

$ .50 per license. Some vendors do, some vendors do not. Wal-Mart in Bismarck does not

charge.

Senator Fischer asked if there were any other questions. He also asked if there was any

opposition to this bill. Is there anyone to testify in a neutral position.

Senator Lvson asked if there is an average of what the vendors are selling in the counties.

Kevin J. Glatt answered that it is all over the board. In Burleigh County, a vendor in Wing sells

about $1,000 worth of licenses. Scheels in Bismarck at Kirkwood Mall that sells in excess of

$ 150,000 in license. I have everything in between.
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Senator Fischer closed the hearing on SB 2187.

Senator Travnor made a motion the amendment be adopted.

Senator Freborg second the motion.

The roll vote was taken indicating 7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING.

Senator Travnor made a motion for DO PASS as amended of SB 2187.

Senator Every second the motion

The roll vote was taken indicating 7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING.

Senator Freborg will carry SB 2187..



FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/27/2003

Amendment to: SB 2187

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium
General

Fund

Other Funds General

Fund

Other Funds General

Fund

Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium

School

Districts
School

Districts

School

Districts
Counties Cities Counties Cities Counties Cities

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

No fiscal impact is anticipated.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and

fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Paul T. Schadewald Agency: ND Game and Fish Department
Phone Number: 328-6328 Date Prepared: 01 /28/2003



FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/13/2003

Bill/Resolution No.; SB 2187

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the stete fiscel effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated undercurrent law.

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium
General

Fund

Other Funds General

Fund

Other Funds General

Fund

Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

IB. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium

School

Districts

School

Districts

School

Districts
Counties Cities Counties Cities Counties Cities

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

No fiscal impact is anticipated.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and

fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of PTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect.
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

on

Name: Paul Schadewald Agency: ND Game and Fish Department
Phone Number: 328-6328 Date Prepared: 01 /13/2003
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2187

Page 1, line 9, overstrike "ten" and insert immediately thereafter "thirty'

Renumber accordingly
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410)
January 24, 2003 2:08 p.m.

Module No: SR-14-1077
Carrier: Freborg

Insert LC: 30381.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2187: Natural Resources Committee (Sen. Fischer, Chairman) recommends

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2187 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 9, overstrike "ten" and insert immediately thereafter "thirty'

Renumber accordingly
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