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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, SB 2248 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 02/06/03 

cNurnber Side A SideB Meter# 
Ta X 550-3750 

Committee Clerk Sis.!!ature 

Minutes: 

Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chairman opens SB 2248, All senators present. 

Cory Fong, Deputy Secretary of State (Testimony attached) 

Senator Krebsbach : What has changes that has not been practiced in the past? 

Fong: Most all of it, 

Senator Brown: I have a sister who is legally blind, does not have a driver's license, and needs 

help in the voting booth, how does she vote? 

Fong: Currently the law says that she can receive assistance from both election judges or your 

sister can receive assistance from a person of her choice, but that person can not be an employer, 

agent of their union or a candidate or relative of a candidate. Her daughter could help her. 

Mike Montplaisier, Cass County City Auditor (Testimony attached) 

Most counties would not use this, We probabJy wouldn't use these in primary elections but 

· i would in general elections. 
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Page2 
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Hearing Date 02/06/03 

Senator Krebsbach : This would be a separate voting place but would still have voting available 

at the courthouse? 

Montplalsler: Early voting would be at the cowihouse. 

Senator Nelson: would you have 9 different machines, 1 for each district or would you be able 

to program for each person? 

Montplaisler: The current ballot wouldn't change and we could use a scanner and total the votes 

correctly. 

Senator Brown: In a general election how many absentee ballots came back? 

Montplaisier: Almost 100%. 

Senator Dever: Would you restrict (;,l!npaigning within the confines of the voting place? 

Montplalsler: We usually do not allow campaigning in the courthouse. 

Dave Kemnitz, President of the AFL/CIO : We put returned postage to get back the ballots and 

we have to get them returned to our facility. We c.Hd return them to the auditor's office for our 

members. We support the amendments from the Secretary of State. 

Closed 2248 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 02/13/03 

Ta~eNumber Side A Side B Meter# 
Tape2 X 2290-4550 

Committee Clerk Siu.nature 

Minutes: 

Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chainnan reopens SB 2248. All senators present. 

Cory Fong1 deputy Secretary of State, (Testimony and new amendments attached replacing old 

ones) 

Senator Nelson : the government controlled facilities; can that be schools, etc. 

Fong: I believe they kept it broad so that they (;ould be in schools eto. rt would take out churches, 

malls, and clubs. this is just for early voting precinct. 

Senator Dever : Is it a problem that absentee ballots do not get forwarded. 

Fong: That is still a concern. The parties feel that to do their work they need to be able to receive 

them, If they didn't forward them it would be a violation. 

Senatol' Brown moves to adopt the new amendment 

Senator Wardner 2nd 

\ 6Yes0No 
. ._ .. / 
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Page2 
Sooate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Hearing Date 02/ 13/03 

St,nator Brown moves a Do Pass as amended 

Senator Wal'dner 2nd 

6Yes0No 

Carrier: Senator Fairfield 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILLJRESOLUTION NO, SB 2248 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 02/19/03 

Tape Number Side A 
Tape 1 X 

( a Committee_ Clerk Signature ' Jr-

SideB -0-647 
Meter# 

Minutes: 

~\ 

1 Senator Karen Krebsba<:h, Chainnan reopens SB 2248, All senators with exceptio of Senator 

Dever are present. Senator Dever is aware and in accordance to all action taken. 

John Bjorson, Legislative Council, explains problem. The committee adopted the correct bill but 

council received the wrong amendment. In order for the procedure to be corrected the council hhS 

prepared the amendment that the committee did adopt and the committee must reconsider the 

vote from before and readopt and Pass the bill. 

Senator Wardner moves for reconsideration 

Senator Brown 2nd 

6 Yes O No 

Senator Wardner moves for adoption of correct amendment 

Senator Brown 2nd 

6 yes O No 
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Page 2 , i 
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Comm ttee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Heating Date 02/19/03 

Senator Wardner mo·1es fol' a Do pass as amended 

Senator Brown 2nd 

6 yes ONo 

carrier Senator Fairfield 
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Amendment to: SB 2248 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by LaglslaUve Councll 

04/16/2003 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
ti di t l d t t ~ un na evc:1san anoroot at ons ant a/pated under current law. 

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Othor Funds General Other Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues $C $C $C $C $C $0 
Expe"dlturo1s $0 $0 $0 $0 $C $0 
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $C $0 

~ount~, city, and school dlstrlot fiscal effect: ldentlfv the fiscal effect on the avoroprlate po/It/cal subdivision. 
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005·2007 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Dist riots Counties Cities Districts 

$0 $C $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 ·-
2, Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any com;nents relevant to 
your analysis, 

$5 

The amendn1ents approved by the conference committee do not change anything from that which was conveyed In 
,, ...... ._\ the first fiscal note dated January 20, 2003, 

I ) 

· -- .,, I//III/JIIIJ/IIIIIIIJI/I/J/I 

TrEidltlonally, the expense of co"ductrng electlona has been and continues to be a county expense, However, the 
fiscal Impact to the countl~s under this bill ls unknown, It wlll vary and wUI depend on whether or not a county chooses 
to open an early voting precinct according to Section 6 of the bill, the number of l!Jays the precinct would be open, and 
the hours of voting, The fiscal Impact of opening an early voting precinct, staffed by a paid eledlon board, Is also 
uncertain due to the potential savings that may be ultimately gained In printing/ordering fewer ahs~ntee appllcaUons 
and absentee ballot envelopes, along with reduced malling costs associated with the lncraased Interest In absentee 
voting during recent electlons. This bill allows each county to make that decision for themselves. 

3, State fiscal effect detall: For Information shc•wn undor .~tote fiscal effect In 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detl:}/1, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

f\tone 

B. Expenditures: Explain tl1e expenditure amounts. Provide data/I, when appropriate, for each agenoYi line 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

None, on the part of the sta~a. See narrative for county Impact. 

C. Appropr:atlons: Explain the 1Jpproprlatlon amounts, Provide deta/1, when appropriate, of the Rffect on 
the biennial appropriation for eaCJh agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget, Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. 

None 
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(ANSI) for archival mf~rofflm, NOTICE: tf the fflmed Image above ta ltas legible than this Notice, lt fa due to the quality of the 
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Name: 
Phone Number: 

Al Jaeger 
328w290Q 

Sor,retary of State 
04/15/2003 
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B11I/Resolutlon No,: SB 2248 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Leglelatlve Council 

01 /20/2()03 

1 A, St£1.te flscal effect: ldantlfy the ,state flsoal effect and the flscsl effect on agency appropriations compared to 
~ di I I d t ti I l d d un na eves an aDDtolJti a ons ant oloate un er oummt Jaw. 

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Oth8' Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues SC SC $0 $0 $C $0 
Expenditures GU $C $0 $0 $C $0 

Appropriations $0 $C $0 $0 $C $0 -~ 

1 B C t I~ d h I di I t fl I ff t Id lfy h fl I ffi ' ounty, c 1 an so oo str c sea e ac: ent t e uca e ect on t e ao1Jropr, ate po h I/ti I ca subdlv s/on. 
2001-2003 Biennium 2003·2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Countl-,s CIUes Districts Counties Cities Districts 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $c $0 $0 $0 

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause t1soal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your analysis. 

$0 

Tho purpose of this blll ls to allow couritles the ".lritlon of opening an early voting precinct. It also clarifies the absentee 
balloting procass. 

Tradlllonally, the expense of conducting elections has been and continues to be a county expense. However, the 
fiscal Impact to the counties under this blll 1s unknown. It wlll vary and will depend on whethe; or not a county chooses 
to open an early voting precinct according to Section 6 of the bill, the number of days the precinct would be open, and 
the hours of voting. The fiscal Impact of opening an early voting precinct, staffed by a paid electlon boRrd, Is also 
uncertain due to the potential savings that may be ultimately gained In printing/ordering fewer absentee applications 
and absentee ballot anvelopes1 along with reduced mailing ~osts associated with the Increased Interest In absentee 
voting during recent elections. This b/11 allows each county to make that decision for themselves. 

3. State fiscal effect detall: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amoun:J. ,"rovlde de tall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

None 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts, Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affeotecl 

None on the part of the state, See narrative for county Impact. 

c. Appropriations: Exp/sin the appropriation amounts, Provide de tall, when appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget, Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. 
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(ANSl) for archfvr. 1 mforofllm, NOTICS1 If the fflmod lrnage above la leaa legible than this Notloe, It fa due to the quality of the 
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38323.0101 
Tltle.0200 

Adopted by the Government and Veterans 
Affairs Committee 

February 13, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

Page 1, line 1, replace "a" with "three" and replace "section" with "sections" 

Page 1, llne 2, after the first "to" Insert "providing absentee voting Information to military and 
overseas voters, re!ectlng absentee ballots cast by mllltary and overseas voters, and 
creating" and after reenact" Insert "subsection 2 of section 18.1-07-01 and" 

Page 1, line 3, after "to" Insert "absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have naval' 
lived In the United Statesi" 

Paga 1, llna 4, after "ballots" Insert a comma 

Page 1, after line 6, Insert: 

''SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of ser.tlon 16.1-07-01 of the North 
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenactod as follows: 

2. A quallfled elector who Is R citizen of the United States and llves outside 
the United States m a citizen of the United S1ates who Is filQ.tltean years of 
f!~e or older and has never IIY~.d.ln the United States and who~e parenUu 
QUallfled elector of the state may vote absentee In this state pursuant to 
this chapter If the Individual: 

a. Does not maintain a domlclle; 

b. Is not registered to vote; 

C, ts not voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United 
Statesi and 

d. Possesses a valid passport or card of Identity and raglstratlon Issued 
under the authority of the secretary of state nf the Unltec.J States. 

Such an elP.ctor may vote only In federal eh1ctlons, which mean& any 
election helcl :~olely or In part for the purpose of eltctlng or nominating any 
candidate for lhe office of presldent1 vice president, presldentlai elaotor1 
member of the United States senate, or member of the United States 
house of representatives." 

Page 2, llne 28, replace "j8,1·08Lt:rut with ".1.!t 1-08,1-0j" 

Page 4, line 2, ramov~ "the appllcant'a emgl~Qt~cer, Qt
11 

Page 4, llne 3, remove "agent of the applicant's union. or" and remove 11.&f' Q. relaUye of a11 

Page 4, llne 4, remove "candidate for an~ office as de$crlbed In subs~ectlon 
16, 1 ·05-.Qg"" 

Page No. 1 38323,0101 
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.. .. Page 5, after llne 191 Insert: 

"~ Each per~uestln an absent vot r's b lot under this cha ter 
who cannot read the English language or who because of blln ness or 
other dlsablllty Is unable to mark tho voter's ballot. u~on reguest, ma~ 
receive the assistance of any person of the voter's c olce, other than 
the voter's employer. an officer or agent of the voter's union, a 
pandldate running In that erection. or a relative of a candidate as 
described In subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-02, In marking the voter'§ 
ballot." 

Page 5, llne 26, replace 11 16.10-13" with "16.1-13" 

Page 6, llne 29, after "counting" Insert an underscored ~omma 

Page 7, attar llne 2, Insert: 

"SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Secretary of state to provide Information regardrng absentee voting for 
mllltary and overseas voters. The secretary of state Is designated as the offlclal 
responsible for providing Information regarding absentee voting by mlllta~ and 
pverseas citizens ellglble to vote In the state according to section 702 off e Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 {Pub. L 107 ·252i 116 Stat. 1666; 42 U .S.C. 1973ffw 1 ). The 
secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors to 
iqllow when transmitting and receiving appllcatlons for absentee ballots to and frQOO 
mllltary and overseas voters. 

SECTION 8. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by mllftary and overseas 
yoters. The secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure fo( county audlto.tUQ 
follow when notifying a military or overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot was 
rejected. The procedure must provide that the notice include the reason why the 
voter's absentee ballot was rejected as provided by section 707 of the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 [Pub. L. 107•252: 116 Stat. 1666: 42 U.S.C. 1973ffw1)/ 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 38323.0101 
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Date: z/t'!;/o' 
Roll Call Vote #: / 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. aa4'B 

Senate Government and Veteran Affairs 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken flN\u\a r,\ JAf 
Motion Made By -ho WO Seconded By b(o,dn..r-

Senators Yes No Senators 
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr, V Senator April Fairfield 
Senator Dick Dever, Vice Chr. V Senator Carolyn Nelson 
Senator Richard Brown V 
Senator Rich Wardner v 

'" 

Total (Yes) (J) No 0 
Absent b 
Floor Assignment IWMIJ,J 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Committee 

Yes No 

.,,,,,,, 
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Date: ~!/o a, 
Roll CaJl Vote #:,. 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BlLL/RESOLUTION NO. ~tis 

Senate Government and Veteran Affairs 

D Check here for Confei .. .ilce Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 1J~ 3';)3 .Of DI 

be, 1)45~ llS o.O\IJ14ld Action Taken 

Motion Made By Sroton ~ Seconded By h/A.tdntr 
Senators Yes No Senators 

Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. V Senator April Fairfield 
Senator Dick Dever, Vice Chr. t/ Senator Carolyn Nelson 
Senator Richard Brown -,/ -
Senator Rich Wardner . ~~ .. --

Total (Yes) 

Committee 

Yes No 
V 
V 

Absent 6_. _____________________ _ 
Floor Assignment Co, A { p, .. ~ (I/ 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Yht l'llfcr09r1pflfo fmetts on thf• fflm art accurate reprocbltfont of rteordt delivered to Modern lnfol'lllltlM Sy1ttffl9 for 111forofflMfnc, tnd 
wtrt fftl'll6d fn the rtt0l1r cOYrae of bu~fnt11. The photogrlf)ftfo procett mtttl 1tandarda of the Affltrlc1n ~•tfonal st.,.rds Institute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICS1 !f the fftmtd Image above f• lea, lec,fble than thl1 Notice, It it due to the quality o, the 
doct.mtnt i» f no f ll med, 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 17, 2003 9:0~ a.m. 

Module No: SR-30-2883 
Carrier: Falrff eld 

Insert LC: 38323.0101 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2248: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach, Cha.lrman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2248 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, replace 11a11 with wthree• and replace 11sectlon 11 with 11sectlons 11 

Page 1, llne 2, after the first 11to 11 Insert 11provldlng absentee voting Information to mllltary and 
overseas voters, rejecting absentee ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and 
creating" and after "reenact" Insert 11subseotlon 2 of section 16.1-07-01 and" 

Page 1, line 3, after 11to 11 Insert wabsentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never 
lived In the United States, 11 

'-

Page 1, line 4, after 11ballots11 Insert a comma 

Page 1, after line 6, Insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North 
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. A qualified elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside 
the United States or a citizen of the United States who ls eighteen years of 
age or older and has never llyed In the United States and whose parent Is 
a_guallfled elector of the state may vote absentee In this state pursuant to 
this chapter If the Individual: 

a. Does not maintain a domicile; 

b, Is not registered to vote; 

c. Is not voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United 
States; and 

d. Possesses a valid passport or card of Identity and registration Issued 
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

Such an elector may vote only In federal electlons, which means any 
election held .solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any 
candidate for the office of president, vice president, presldentlal elector, 
member of the United States senate, or member of the United States 
house of representatives." 

Page 2, llne 28, replace "~.J.:.0.6J.::Q.QN with 11 16, 1 ·08.1 ·01" 

Page 4, line 2, remove "the applloant's_emplo~er, officer, or" 
Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the apgll~. union, or" and remove .. , or a relatlye of a11 

Page 4, line 4, remove Noandldate for any office as described In .subsection 2 of section 
1a.1 .. os-02," 

1 \ Page 6, after llne 19, Insert: 
,,~ 

(~) DSSK, (3) COMM 

11
~ each person reguestlng an absont voter's ballot under this chapter 

who cannot read the English languaat➔ .or who because of blfodnftss 
Page No. 1 sR-~•2ee3 

Th• mtcroaraphto ftMtH on thte fflm are acourett reproducttone of rtcorda delfvertd to Modtrn Information Sy1t11M for mfcrofflMfna end 
wert fHMld in the reouler courH of bu1fne11, The photoarlf)tlfc proceu meets 1t1ndtrdl of the ANrtcan Nat tonal sundard1 ln&tf tute 
(ANSI) for archtval mtoroftlm. M01'1Cli1 If the filmed tmeae above t1 leaa leatble than thfa Notice, It ttt due to the quality of the 
doclllltt'lt bet na f n Med. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 17, 2003 9:02 a.m. 

Module No: SR-30-2883 
Carrier: Falrfleld 

fnaert LC: 3832:J.0101 Title: .0200 

or Qther disability ls unable to mark th§ voter1s ballot. upon request. 
may receive the assistance of ank person of the voter's ohoioe, other 
than the voter's employer, an off cer or agent of the voter's union. a 
car,,dldate running In that eleotlon, or a relative of a candidate as 
described In subsection 2 of section 16, 1-os-02. ln. mgrklng the 
v.o..ter's ballot" 

Page 5, llne 26, replace "16.10-13" with 11 16,1-13M 

Page 6, llne 29, after Mcountlng11 Insert an underscored comma 

Page 7, after line 2, Insert: 

"SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Secretary of state to oroylde Information regard!na absentee voting for mlllta~ 
and overseas voters. The secretary of state Is designated as the official resPQnslble for 
providing Information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens 
eligible to vote In the state according to section 102 of the Help America Vote Act of 
2002 !Pub. L. 107-252i 116 Stat. 1666: 42 U .s.c. 1973ff-1 ], The secretary of stam 
shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors to follow when 
transmitting and receiving applications for absentee ballots to and from mllltary and 
overseas voters. 

SECTION 8. A new section to chapter 1 a.1 .. 01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by mllltary and overseas voters. 
The secretary of state .shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow 
when notifying a mUltary or overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot wu 
~cted. The procedure must provide that the notice Include the reason why the 
voter's absentee ballot was relected as provided by section 707 of the Help America. 
Vote Aot~JPub. L. 107-252; 116 Stat. 1666i 42 u.s.c. 1973ff-1],11 

Renumber accordlngly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 2 

Tht 111fcroarephf c fmeau on th la f Hrn aro accurate reproductf ont of reeorda del fvered to Modern Information syetema for fflfcrofflMh'lf and J 
Wtrt filmed fn the reGuler couroe o, bu1f1it11. 'the photo0raphfc proceH mtttl 1t1nderd1 of the Amerlc"n National Stenderdl Institute ™ . 
(ANSI) for 1rchlv1l mfcrofflm, NOTICEt 1, the filmed tmaoe above 11 less legible th•n thfa Notice, It fa due to the quality of the •' 
docl.Mnt befna fflMed. ~ t\ --, I\-\ 
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Date: ~ \tci/b? 
Roll Call Vote #: t 

2003 SENA TE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~L.\.,~ 

Senate Government and Veteran Affairs 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By \_u 0, ( Q... h.LC 

Senaton Yes 
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. )/ 
Sena~or Dick Dever, Vice Chr. ./ 
Senator Richard Brown ✓ 
Senator Rich Wardner ✓ 

Committee 

Seconded By _...J.,}).c;...Jy:._.fi.,a...a1V~~t\._. __ _ 

No Senators Yes No 
Senator April Fairfield v. 
Senator Carol~ ~ el son ,.,.✓ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) -----~---- No _o __________ _ 
0 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate iutent: 

Th• Mf crooraphfc fMltH on thf I f flm aro 1c:cur1te reproduotiont of recordt del fvered to Modern tnfortn1tfon sy,tems for mfcrofflMfnr, and 
were fftllltd fn the reaular courae of buafntH, The ptlotoortf,11fc proce11 mHtt 1t1ndardl of the Amertc~n M11tfon11l Stendardt tnatftutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchfv1t mfcrofflm, NOTtce, If the fflmed Image above fa lett leafble than thfs Nottce, ft ft due tc the quality ot the 
doctNnt i,.fng ,ul!led. M (\ -, ., 
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38323.0102 
Tltle. 

Prepared by the Leglslatlve Council staff for 
Senator Krebsbach 

February 19, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

Page 1, line 1, replace "a" with "three" and replace "sectlon11 with "sections" 

Page 1, line 2, after the first "to" Insert "providing absentee voting Information to tnllltary and 
overseas voters, re!ectlng absentee ballots cast by mllltary and overseas voters, and 
creating" and after reenact11 Insert "subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 and" 

Page 1, line 3, after "to" Insert 11absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never 
lived In the United States." 

Page 1, line 4, after 11ballots" Insert a comma 

· Page 1, after line 5, Insert: 

11E1ECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07 .. 01 of the North 
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. . A quallfled elector who Is a cltlzon of the United States and !Ives outside 
the United States or a citizen of the United States who Is eighteen years .of 
age or older and has never lived In the United States and whose parent Is a 
guallfled elector of the state. may vote abserltee In this state pursuant to 
this chapter If the lndlvldual: 

a. Does nof maintain a domlclle; 

b. Is not registered to vote; 

o. Is not voting In any other state. territory. or possession of the United 
States; and 

d. Possesses a valid passport or card of Identity and registration r ssu9d 
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

Such an elector may vote only fn federal electlons, which means any 
election held solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any 
candidate for the office of president, vice president, presldentlal elector, 
member of the United States senate, or member of the United States 
house of representatives." 

Page 1, llne 9, remove "dfrectlt 

Page 2, replace lines 4 through 9 with: 

ti Any Individual, other than an electlon official Identified In section 16.1 ·07-05-.1. 
who Is collectlng completed absent voters' ballot appllcatlons shall submit all completed 
gp_pllcatlons received from appllcar,;s tQ.the appropriate election official In a tlmel~ 
manner so as to allow each applicant to receive, complete, and mall the ab~ent voter's 
ballot before the day of the electlon." 

Page 2, llne 15, ovGrstrlke "or" 4nd Insert Immediately thereafter an underscored comma 

Pag~ No. 1 38323.0102 

Th• 111forotrephtc tffllOH on thte ft lm ere accurate reproducttont of recorde dtlfvere<I to Modern lnfol'ffllltfon ayatema for 111foroff1Mfno and J 
wert f fl!Md fn tlui reoular courae of buall,eH, The photoeraphf c proceH 1111et1 1tandtrdl of the Affltrlt11n N1tfon1t Standard• Institute l!af• · 
(ANSI) for archival mtoroftlm, NOTICE1 If the filmed Image ebove ta Leta L,gtbl• th&n thta Notice, It 11 due to the quality of the ..,c~ 
doc~t betna filmed, 
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Date: J.} I '1 / 0 3 
Roll Call Vote #: \ 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~tf-8 , 

Senate Government and Veteran Affairs 

0 Check herP for Conference Committee 

Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 3 X,j~ Q. D / ~ ~ Jjf~ll_. -·--
Action Taken a..cl o P::': OfY'\J..n.d.. /'Y'-.Ll'1 +s 

U r 
Motion Made By ~ Wctr ct.J"J-seconded By f3 r D t..-0 n -----------

Senators Yep; No Senators YesJ No 
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. ✓ Senator April Fairfield V .. 
Senator Dick DevM", Vice Chr. Senator Carolyn Nelson \/"'' 
Senator Richard Brown v 
Senator Rich Wardner \/ 

' 

_., 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ____ .......JfR~- No JL ------------
{) 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendmeutt briefly indicate intent: 

The 111fcr09rephfo fmegta on thta film 1r4 10cur1te r.prodllctfon1 of record& delivered to Modern lnforfflltton sy,temt for mlcroft\111tng end 
were ff LMtd tn the rqular oour11 of buatneH, The photctraphf c procet11 1Met1 1t1ndlrda of the AMertc•n Matlon•l standard• Institute 
(ANSI) for 1rch1vel Mlcroftlm, NOTICE& lf the ~flmed f,nage above le less legible than thfa Notice, tt Is du6 to the quality of the 
doel.Mllet'lt be 1 ng f fl med I 
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DateJ-//9 ( O?J 
Roll Call Vote#: J. 

2003 SENA TE ST ANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. {)0lf ~ 

Senate Government and Veteran Affa.l1'$ 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken DD J)a.ss o...S 0-..r<U.t\ci.A d_, ________ _ 

Motion Made By $.cb V::?f" Seconded By (,.J 0-r ol"4..-r 
' 

Stnaton Yes No Senaton Yes ~ No 
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. v ... Senator Apr:il Fairfield 
Senator Dick Dever, Vice Cht. Senator Carolyn Nelson v---
Senator Richard Brown 1/ 
Senator Rich Wardner ✓ 

-
-_, -

- -
,_ 

Total (Yes) (/:) No () 

Absent l) 
---· 

Floor Assignment [a .l rA· e f ti 

If the vute is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Th• mterotr•~to fmeaet on thf• film are accurate reproduotfon1 of recorda delfvered to Modern lnfor1111tfon Gyatems 1or mfcroffl111tng end 
Wtre fHMC:d fn the reouler courae of buefnete. Th• l)hotographfo ~OCl'IH meett atendarda of the Amertcel'I Nattonal Standard• lnatttute 
(ANSI) for archival mfcrofflm, NOYICE1 tf the filmed f111&ge above ta lees legible than thiu Notice, It fe due to the qt.1elfty of the 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMmEE (410) 
February 19, 2003 6:20 p.m. 

Module No: SR-32-3384 
Carrier: Falrfleld 

Insert LC: 38323.0103 Tltle: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2248: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SB 2248 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar, 

In lleu of the amendments to Senate BIii No. 2248 as printed on pages 478-480 of the Senate 
,.Journal, Senate BIii No. 2248 ls amended as follows: 

Page 1, llne 1, replace "a H with 11three 11 and replace 11sectlonN with "sections" 

Page 1, llne 2, after the first 11to 11 Insert 11provldlng absentee voting Information to mllltary and 
overseas voters, rejecting absentee ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and 
creating•, after the semicolon Insert Nandu, and after 11reenactw Insert "subsection 2 of 
section 16.1-07 •01 and 11 

Page 1, llne 3, after "toN Insert 11absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never 
lived In the United States," 

Page 1, line 4, after "ballots" Insert a comma 

Page 1 • after line 5, Insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North 
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. A qualified elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside 
the United States or a citizen of the United States who Is eighteen years of 
age or older and has never lived In the United States and whose parent Is 
a auallfled elector of the state may vote absentee In this state pursuant to 
this chapter If the lndlvldual: 

a. Does not maintain a domicile: 

b. Is not registered to vote: 

c. Is not voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United 
States; and 

d. Possesses A valid passport or card of Identity and registration Issued 
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

Such an elector may vote only In federal elections, which means any 
electlon held solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any 
candidate for the office of president, vice president, f residential elector, 
member of the United States senate, or member o the United States 
house of representatives. 11 

Page 1, line 9, remove 11dlreotl~" 

F'age 2., replace llnes 4 through 9 with: 

11 Any lndlvldual, other than an eleotlon official identlflod In section 16.1 M07-05, 
who Is colleotlng gompleted absent voter's ballot applfoatlons shall submit all completed 
appllcatlons recolyed from applicants to the appropriate eleotlon of11clal In a tlmel~ 
manner so as to auow each applicant tQ reoelve, complete, and mall the absent voter's 
ballot before the day ot the electlon." 

(2) oesK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR•32·3364 

Yht mf crotr•phf O images on thfe filrn er• accurate reproductf ont of records dtlfvertd to Modern Information sv11tema for mfcroffl111lna 6nd J 
were ff ll'IIICI fn the reoular oouroe of buafneH, The photoaraphf o proce11 mtttl ,tandarda of the AMtrf ctr1 National Standards lnatf tute M!F. 
(ANSI) for archfvat ~fcrofflm, NOTICE, rt the fflmed fmaQe ehove f• losa legfble than this Notice, ft fa due to the quelfty ~f the 
doclllllnt betna 1umed. ~ f\. -, /\ 'j.,... \ \ 
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REPORT OF STANDIN\3 COMMITTEE (410) 
February 19, 2003 6:20 p.m. 

Module No: SR-32·3364 
Carrier: Fairfield 

Insert LC: 38323.0103 Title: .0300 

Page 2, line 15, overstrike 11or11 and Insert Immediately thereafter an underscored comma 

Page 2, line 16, after the underscored comma Insert II or any blan~" 

Page 2, remove lines 28 through 31 

Page 4, line 2, remove "the applicant's employer, offlcer,-91" 

Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the applicant's unloni or 11 and remove 11
, or a re.latlve of a11 

Page 4, line 4, remove "candidate for any office as described In subsection 2 of section 
16.1-05-02,11 

Page 5, after line 19, Insert: 

11
.Q..i. Each Individual requesting an absent voter's~llot under this chapter wbq 

cannot read the English language or who because of blindness or other 
dlsablllty Is. unable to mark the voter's ballot. upon request, may receive 
the assistance of any person of the voter's choice. other than the voter's 

.§.!DQLoyer, an officer or agent of the voter's union, a candidate running In 
that election. or a relative of a candidate as described In subsection 2 of 
section 16.1-05-02. In marking the voter's ballot." 

Page 5, line 26, replace 11 16.10-1311 with 11 16.1-13" 

Page 6, line 12, after 11 space 11 Insert "In a government-controlled facility" 

Page 6, llne 29, after 11countlng 11 Insert an underscored comma 

Page 7, after line 2, Insert: 

"SECTION 7. A nl3w section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Secretary of state to provide Information regarding absentee voting for mllltary 
and overseas voters. The secretary of state Is designated as the official responsible for 
providing Information regarding ab$entee voting by military and overseas citizens 
ellglble to vote In the state according to section 102 of the Helo. America Vote Act of 
2002 (Pub. L. 107-252i 116 stat. 1666; 42 u.s.c. 1973ff-11. The secretary of state 
shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors to follow when 
transmitting and receiving appllcatlons for absentee ballots to and from mJlltary and 
overseas voters. 

SECTION 8. A new section to chapter 16.1 ·07 of the North Dakota Century 
Code Is created and enacted as follows: 

Notification of reiected abseotee ballots cast by mllltary and overseas voters. 
The secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow 
when notifying a mllltary or overseas voter that the voter's absen_me ballot was 
re!ecteg. The procedure must provide that the notice Include th& reason why the 
voter1s absentee ballot was re!eoted as grovlded by section 101 of the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 tPub. L. 107-252: 116 Stat. 1666: 42 u.s.c. 1973ff-1J." 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESI<, (3) COMM Page No. 2 SR•32·3364 

.It. ........ -
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMmEE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248 

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-20-03 

Ta Number Side A SideB 
1 X 

1 X 

3 X 

4 X 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Meter# 
0-end 
0-2.0 

10.0-end 
0-2.3 

Minutes: Chainnan Klein: called tlie hearing to order on SB 2248. All committee members were 

present, 

Cozy Fona. Dm,µty Segetary of State; appeared in support of SB 2248 and gave a statement 

(SEE AITACBED TESTIMONY.lt 

Re;presentative Klein: one of the things I think they are trying to address is the Navy people out to 

sea, when the mail only comes once in several weeks, that was some of the problems they had in 

the last election. 

Rcmresentatiye Kas,per: bottom of page 7, Sec. 7, where you are talking about the absentee ballots 

for military, in your testimony it says the Secretary of State will be the sjngle office in the State 

providing infonnation regarding absentee voting, are you prohibiting political parties from 

getting information from the Secretary of State that has already been pre-approved 

Tht mforooraphtc fmett1 on tht1 ffl111 •r• 1ocur1te reproductfone of record• dtlfvered to Modern lnfor1111tfon Sy1tlffll for mlcroffl111fna tnd J 
Wtrt ff hwed fn the rttular courae of buah,tH, The photo;raphfc proctH meets 1tll'ldard1 of the Amertc1r, National fltendardt Jn1t:ftute · 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICS1 lf the fflmed Image above I• leaa ler,tble than this Notice, It ta due to the quality of the 
docunent btfna ffl~'led. M (\ . --, , . 
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Page2 
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Hearing Date 3-20-03 

and your not allowing them to send any infonnation that has to come to the Secretary of States 

Office or what is the intent there? 

Cozy Fong; no we should bo a resource for military and overseas voters for learning about 

absentee voting, but that is not going to prohibit political parties or associations from doing what 

they currently do. 

Rm,resentative Haas; did I hear you say that in the given precinct the early precinct is established 

and that could cross district lines? 

CQry Fong: that is correc4 it would be one place for all voters in that particular county to come 

during the early voting hours designated by the county in which they could cast a vote as a voter 

does on election day. 

Representative Sitte; the votes being cast are decreasing and this is the national trend, but it 

seems that the more we open up the system and the more we have the early voting, the fewer 

people get excited about coming up to vote, is this true just here or what is the national take on 

this? 

Cozy Fong; its a interesting question and an on going debate, in other states registration laws 

have opened up a process, voting has become easier and yet turnout has continually declined. 

Re,presentatiye Winrich; I'm concerned about the agent, Sec. 5 on page 4, where we are talking 

about the agent actually receiving the absent voters balloti we have a agent getting the ballot but 

then the new language in Seo. 2, lines 23 .. 27, talks about someone collecting a number of absent 

voter applications and submitting them, is one person going to be able to act as a agent for 

several voters and get a whole bunch of ballots for these voters under that section or are these 

· \ ballots going to be mailed out to the voters from the county auditor? 
.___I 
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Page3 
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Hearing Date 3-20-03 

Qgi:y Fong: that infonnation is restricted and can only ask a agent for 4 voters, they actually carry 

the ballots, they might be a spouse, a daughter of an elderly mother, go to the auditor and have 

the authorized fonn, they can only do that for 4 individuals. 

Michael Monu,laisir. Cass County Auditor; appeared in support of SB 2248 and provided a 

written statement (SEE A'ITACHED TESTIMONY), 

Kevin Glatt. Burleigh County Auditor: appeared in support of SB 2248. I would like to see early 

voting being allowed anywhere not just in a government building. If I want to designate Gateway 

or Kirkwood Mall for the early morning precinct of Burleigh county, I would like that 

opportunity, I think the goal of this bill is make it convenient, lets go where we have parking. 

Government buildings in most cases are tough, Are we making it to easy for the public? that's 

tough for me to say, my job is to get people out to vote, I think we should go back to requiring a 

reason for voter absentee or lef s just open it up all the way and go to a bona fide mail. 

Rmesentative Sitte; Ifwe went back to having a reason for absentee we wouldn't need to have 

the 2 weeks early notice. 

Kevin Glatt: Since we "let the Jeannie out of the bottle" or what ever you want to call itt 

absentee balloting has increased, has voter turn out has increased, not necessarily. 

Jim Coats: appeared in support of SB 2248, I like the contents of this bill, it would allow every 

voter the right to vote on his initiative, I would only see one draw back, Morton County might, 

not go along with this bill, because it voluntary and Burleigh Cowity might, and that might be 

discriminatory. 

John Jacobson. North Dakota Coordinatina Cowtcil Leajslative Committee: appeared in support 

of SB 2248, I never know where rn be from day to day, as a retired veteran of the military, I feel 
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House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248 
Hearing Date 3 .. 20-03 

that this also gives the military man or woman outside the United States, a better chance to cast a 

ballot, This is why rm asking the committee a Do Pass on this bill. 

Re_presentative Klemin; made a motion to AMEND SB 2248, 

Re_presentative Haas; SECOND the motion to amend SB 2248. 

VOTE; 10-YES +No Q-ABSENT 

Motion carried to amend. 

Representative Haas; made a motion to DO PASS AS AMENDED, 

Representative Meier: SECOND the motion. 

VOTE: 14-YES ,Q.-.NQ .Q:AD.SIN'.r 

Motion carried. 

Rgesentative Klemini will carry the bill to the floor, 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 

Representative Klemin ( 
March 20, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

Page 2, remove line 23 

Page 2, ~I~~ 24, replace "collectigg £Oml!l,•ted absent voter's !l!!!)ot amilications shall~~ all" ,f~ 
aJ) W and replace the second Claru,hcations" with "cf r rt, tiett muH ~ returned W · 

1pplicant" -

Page 2, line 25, remove "received mun ru2plicants" 

Page 2, line 26, replace "each,, with ''the.,, 

Page 3, line 27, lifter "auditor" inse11 "~" 

Page 3, line 28, after "instructions" insert ".ru: ~ to ~ gualified elector the ballot Brut 
instruction1 ~ facsimil~" 

C;. 
,. 

Renumber accordingly 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDING COMMIITEE ROLL CALL VOTE 
SENATE BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~4 f 

House GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAJRS Committee 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTE 
SENATE BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~J~~ 

House GOVERNMENT AND ~!BRANS AFFAIRS Committee 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 3 8 3~ 3. 03 6/ 
ActionTaken Do ~ As Al'()lrded .b~ Klemin 
Motion Made By Rep. ltatiS - Seconded By Rep. Meier' 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 21, 2003 11 :09 a.m. 

Module No: HR-61-5403 
Carrier: Klemln 

Insert LC: 38323.0301 Title: .0400 

REPORT OF STANOING COMMITTEE 
SB 2248, • engroaecl: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M. Kleln, 

Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, 
recommends DO PASS (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), 
Engrossed SB 2248 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 2, remove llne 23 

Page 2, llne 24, replace 11.oollectlng completed absent voters ballot appUcatlons shall submit au• with •AIA and replace the second •appUcatlons• with -appHoation must be returned 
bY the aaplloaot.• 

Page 2, llne 2s. remove 11 receiyed from appHcants11 

Page 2, llne 26, replace 11UQ.h" with•~• 

Page 3, llne 27, after -auditor• Insert 11§.i1rult 

Page 3, llne 28, after 11 lnstruot1ons.. Insert II or send to the guaUfied J31eotor the ballund 
Instructions by facslm!le 11 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (S) COMM Page No. 1 HA-61-5403 
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(ANSI) for arch1v1l mlorofflm. NOYICSI If the filmed Image ebcwe 11 leH ltRlble than this Nottoe, tt ia due to the quality of the 
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2003 SEN,iTE GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

SB 2248 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

id Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 04/10/03 

TapeNwnber Side A Side B Meter# 
Tape 1 X 4404-61S3 

Committee Clerk Shmature ~(l f}_,.£~ 
. 

Minutes: 

Senator Brown opens conference committee on SB 2248. Senator Brown, Dever, Fairfield, 

Representative Klemin, Sitte, Potter were all present. 

Senator Brown asked Representative Klemin to explain house side to the bill. 

Representative Klemin moves to the house recedes and further amends to the amendment 

38323.0303. 

Representative Sitte 2nds the motion. 

Conference committee discusses the changes this amendment would bring, 

Vote is taken 6 Yes O No 

Cattier: Senator Brown 
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HGV A/SOVA Conference Committee 

Amendment to First Engrossment of Engrossed SB 2248 (version 38323.300) 

Section 2, lines 23 - 27: Amended to read as follows: 

A completed application must be submitted to the appropriate election official in a timely manner 
so as to allow the applicant to receive, complete, and mail the absent voter's ballot before the day 
of the election. 

Section 3, lines 26 - 29: Amended to read as follows: 

If the qualified elector furnishes the county auditor with a cwrent mailing address and the 
elector's residential address, the county auditor either shall mail to the qualified elector a ballot 
with a return envelope and instructions or send to the qualified elector the ballot and instructions 
by facsimile for votingtany statewide election in that calendar year. 
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38323,0303 
Tltle,0600 

Prepared by the Legislative Counoll staff for 
Representative Klemln 

April 9, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

That the House recede from Its amendments as printed on page 908 of the Senate 'Journal and 
page 1004 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No, 2248 be amended aa 
follows: 
Page 2, replaoa lines 23 and 24 with "A completed applloatlon must be submitted" 

Page 2, llne 25, remov•J "W§IYed frgm appUoaata" 

Page 2, llne 28, replace 11
~" with "tb.§

11 

Page 3, llne 27, after "auditor" Insert 
II mlbJ.t" 

Page 3, llne 28, after "lnstruotlons* Insert "gr send to the qualified elector the baUot and 
Jostruotlona by taos)mlLct 

Renumber aocordlngly 

Page No, 1 38323,0303 
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Date: 04/10/03 
Roll Call Vote#: f 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248 

Senate Government ttnd Veterans' Affairs 

G] Check here for Conference Committee 

Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number o~3 ~ 3 . D3 O j --~::..=___;~~-------
Action Taken l:\:o l.lSe rtcedti) {M)(,t .fur#\Lr ~J 

Motion Made By ~ j( I t t\1 t () Seconded By R""rlf>, ........ S ....... t-t-/tLJOLll!:C..-_____ _ 

Senators Ye!i No -Senator Brown ✓ 
Senator Dever v 
Senator Fairfield v 

" 

.... 

---
Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---~l_, ____ No 

0 

lilllU 'ii " R 1,,11. Yes No 
Representative Klemin ✓ 

Representative Sitte ~ 
Representative Potter ✓ 

0 

Floor Assignment 6rown --------==~---------------
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) 
Aprll 14, 2003 4:31 p.m. 

Module No: SR-67-7664 

Insert LC: 38323.0303 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
SB 2248, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Brown, Dever, Fairfield and 

Reps. Klemln, Sltte, Potter) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from the House 
amendments on SJ page 908, adopt amendments as follows, and place SB 2248 on 
the Seventh order: 

That the House recede from Its amendments as printed on page 908 of the Senate Journal 
and page 1004 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate BIii No. 2248 be amended as 
follows: 

Page 2, replace lines 23 and 24 with II A completed application must be submltted 11 

Page 2, line 25, remove •received from appllcants 11 

Page 2, line 26, replace •9Qb,11 with "the 11 

Page 3, line 27, after "auditor" Insert "either" 

Page 3, llne 28, after "Instructions" Insert "or send to the auallfled elector the ballot and 
lnstruotlons by facsimile" 

Renumber accordingly 

Engrossed SB 2248 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 

(2) 01:SK, (2) COMM Page No. 1 8FHIN664 
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(ANSI) for archival mfcrofflm, Horrce, Jf the filmed !Maga above I• lesa Legible than this Notice, It ts due to the quelttv of the 
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2003 TESTIMONY 

SB 2248 
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were fflmod tn the regular course of business, The r,notographlo pro~e,a meets standards of the Ai,~rlcan National Standards Institute 
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BUSINESS DIVISION 
ALVIN A. JAEGER 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
STATS OF NORTH DAKOTA 

600 E BOULEVARD AVE DEPT 108 

PHONE (701 I 328..C2M, FA)( (701) 328<2902 

CENTRAi. INOEXINO DIVISION 
PHONE (701) 321•*2, P'AX (701) 32M214 

ELECTIONS DIVISION 
__ BISMARCK NO 5$505-0500 

'" 
PHONE (701) 3~M148, MX (701) 321+2902 

E•MAIL IOl@stat•.nd.ua 
I.AS PAGE www.1late,nd,ua/ .. o 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

February 6, 2003 

LICENSING DIVISION 
PHONS (700 321-:,,,s, P',\)( (101) 32Me80 

GENERAL INFORMATION (701) 328-2900 
TOlL FREE 1•800-352-0887 

TO: Senator Karen Krebsbach and Members of the Senate Government and Veteran's 
Affairs Committee 

FR: Cory G. Fong, Deputy Secretary of State 

RE: S&nata BIii No. 2248 - Absentee and Early Voting 

The Secretary of State's office strongly supports Senate BIii No. 2248. The leglslatlon 
Incorporates additional security and Integrity measures Into our absentee voting laws Intended 
to address concerns that were brought to the forefront during the 2002 electlon cycle. Senate 
Bill No. 2248 also brings efficiencies to the administration of absentee voting that takes place at 
the county auditors nfflces during the last days before the election by officially Introducing an 
early voting option fo1• counties to voluntarily adopt. 

Before I explain the highlights of Senate Bill No. 2248, the Secretary of State's office Is 
proposing some amendments to the bill. Some of the amendments are technical corrections 
and others are related to putting North Dakota In compliance with the Help America Vote Act of 
2002 (HAVA). My explanatlon of the 1:>III will also Include discussion of these proposed 

,__...__,, amendments. 
I 

The bill with the proposed amendments accompllshes the following: 

• Requires a completed absentee ballot appllcatlon to be returned directly to an election 
official and not through an Intermediary (e.g. a polltlcal party, association, etc.). (Section 1) 

• Requires absentee ballot e.ppllcatlons provided by election officials to be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State. (Section 2) 

• Requires absentee ballot applications provided and distributed by anyone other than an 
election offlclal (e.g. a political party, association, etc.) to be approved by the Secretary of 
State and to Include a statement disclosing the person, as defined In section 16.1-08.1 .. 01. 
or political party, responsible for paying for distribution of the appllcatlon. (Section 2) 

• Requires absentee ballot applications to require a space for voters to Include their precinct 
or voting location, If known, (Section 2) 

• Provides a process for persons who cannot sign an absentee ballot application to m,trk an 
(X) and have It witnessed. (Section 2) 

• Provides the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an lndlvldual voting an 
absentee ballot as a voter voting a ballot In the polling locatlon on Election Day. An 
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a dlsablllty that prevents them from 
reading or marking the ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's 

Tl you wa'nt to ohooa, your own fulure, vofe1 • fuesd,y Zwetow • 2000.2062 Get Out ih, Vote sJo;;an Winn,i- • Bismarck Vo Teoh 
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SB 2248 - Absentee and Early Voting 
Senate Government and Veteran's Affairs 
February 6, 2003 
Page two 

employer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a relative of a 
candidate for any office. (S,=1ctlon 4 with proposed amendments) 

• Prevents election officials from providing a ballot to anyone acting as an agent who cannot 
provide a signed, written, authorization form. (Section 4) 

• Authorizes counties, as a voluntary option, to establish an early voting precinct on business 
days during the 16 days Immediately preceding the electlon that would process early voters 
like a tradltlonal election board, Tbe early voting precinct election board would be 
comprised of an Independent person to act as the Inspector and equal representation of 
each polltlcal party represented on the election board. Results from the early voting precinct 
may not be counted, canvassed, and released until the closing of the polls on Election Day. 
The early voting precinct must operate according to all existing laws governing the conduct 
of election boards, precincts, the opening and closing of the polls, and the counting and 
canvassing procedures. (Section 5) 

• Restricts the ablllty to fax voted ballots to only those members of the armed forces llvlng 
outside the United States and other qualified electors llvlng outside the United States. 
(Section 1) 

• Restricts the ablllty to receive an absentee ballot without submitting an appllcatlon to only 
those members of the armed forces llvlng outside the United States and other qualified 
electors llvlng outside the United States. (Section 2) 

• Allows a U.S. citizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never llved In the United 
States and whose parent Is a quallfled elector of the state, to vote absentee In North Dakota 
for federal offices only. (proposed amendments) 

• Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the single office In the state for providing 
Information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens who are eligible to 
vote In ti 10 state according to HAV A. 

• Directs the Secretary of State to develop uniform procedures for county auditors to follow 
when transmitting and receiving voting materials to and from mllltary and overseas voters. 
(proposed amendments) 

• Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniform procedures for county auditors to follow 
when notifying a mllltary or overseas voter that their ballot was rejected. (proposed 
amendments) 

Th• 111f orotrephf c fmeioea on thf s ft l111 are eocurate reproduotf ons of record• del tvered to Modern Information Syl.\tema for mt croff lmfno end J 
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(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE• 11 the filmed fmage above ta len legible than thla Nottoo, It fa dt.HI to the quality of tho i 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

Page 11 line 11 replace 11a new section" with 11three new sections" 

Page 11 line 2, after 11to 11 Insert "designating the secretary of state as the single office for 
providing absentee voting Information to military and overseas voters, rejecting absentee 
ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and" and after ~reenact" Insert "subsection 2 
of section 16.1-07-01 i" 

Page 1, line 3, after 11to 11 Insert 11 absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never 
lived In the United States, 11 

Page 1, after llne 5, Insert: 

41 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North Dakota 
Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2, A quallfled elector who Is a citizen of the United States and llveo outside the 
United States, or a citizen of the United States who Is eighteen vears of age or 
older and has never lived In the United States and whose parent Is a qualified 
ejector of the state, may vote absentee In this state pursuant to this chapter If the 
Individual: 
a. Does not maintain a domicile; 
b. Is not registered to votej 
c. Is 11ot voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the Urllted 

States; and 
d. Possesses a valld passport or card of Identity and registration Issued 

under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

Such an elector may vote only In federal elections, which means any election 
held solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any candidate for 
the office of president, vice president, presidential elector, member of the United 
States senate, or member of the United States house of representatives." 

Page 21 line 28 1 replace l' 16.1-08. 1-0911 with j' 16. 1-08, 1-01" 

Page 4, line 2, remove 11the apt,llcant's employer, officer, or' 

Page 41 line 31 remove 11agent of the applicant's union, oru and 11

1 or a relative of a11 

?age 41 line 4, remove "candidate for any office as described In subsection 2 of section 16.1w05w 
~H 

Page 5, after line 19, lnse1i: 

Each person requesting an absent voter's ballot under this chapter, who cannot 
read the English language, or that because of blindness or other disability Is 
unable to mark th~.voter's ballot. upon request. may receive the assistance of 
any person or the vote(s choice, other than the voter's employer, officer or agent 

Page 1 

Th• mfcrorraphfc fmagts on this fHm are 1ccur1tt oduotf f 
were filmed fn the reoular courae of b.ltfneu Yh~~ot Oflt 

O record• delfvertd to Modern lnformatf on SylttfflS for mfcrof f lmfnr, •nd 
(ANSI) for archfval mfcrofflm. HOTtCEt If the fflmed ,':a't'.':0-!°?,.eat'.::•lt:,.rbtllndfthrda tohff thNe Affltf rfc,•n N1tfon1l Standard• Institute 
docwnt b.fna ff lined, • e ,.,., s ot oe, t h due to the qu&t f ty of tht 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

of the voters union, a ca.D.Qlpate running In that election, or a relative of a 
candidate as provided In subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-02, In marking the 
voter's ballot. 

SECTION 6, A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is 
created and enacted as follows: 

~ecretary of state to erovlde Information regarding absentee voting for mllltarv 
and overseas voters. The sec;retary of state shall serve as the s!ngle office In the state for 
providing Information regarding absentee voting by mllltary and overseas citizens ellglble to vote 
jn the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub.L. 107~252, 116 
Stat. 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-11. The secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform 
procedures for county auditors to follow when transmitting and receiving applloatlons for 
absentee ballots and absentee ballots to and from military and overseas voters. 

SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1 -07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is 
created and enacted as follows: 

Notification of relected absentee ballots cast by mllltary and overseas voters. The 
secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow when 
notifying any mllltary or overseas voter that the voter1s absentee ballot was rejected along with 
the reason why the voter's absentee ballot was rejected according to section 707 of the Helo 
America Vote Act of 2002 {Pub.L. 107-252, 116 Stat. 1666, 42 use 1973ff-1V 

Page 51 line 261 replace 11 16.10-13" with 1116.1-13" 

Renumber accordingly 
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Senate Bill 2248 

Chairman Krebsbach and members of the Senate Government and Veterans Affairs 
Committee 

I am Michael Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor and am here in support of Senate Bill 
2248, 

Senate Bill 2248 is a bill that changes some of the absentee voter application 
requirements and allows for a11 early voting precinct. 

Absnntee voting has really taken off o, er the past few years. Besides the applications 
for absentee ballots that counties publish in the papers, applications are available on 
state and county web sites, political parties and other groups mail applicatiorts to 
potential voters, and political candidates hand out applications as they go door to door 
campaigning. Th~ whole effort is geared towr-rd getting th~ public out to vote. 

In Cass County, we have seen more interest in voting absentee, particularly in the 
general elections. The chart below shows the number of people applying for absentee 
ballot8 since 1996. 

Primary General 
1996 3,236 President/al 
1998 428 2,065 
2000 296 6,427 Presidential 
2002 968 5,080 

The increase can be attributed to a number of factors, including convenience, fear of 
the weather in November, and our busy 21 st century life style, If our goal is to 
increase the voter participation, an early voting precinct would seem to be the next 
logical step for the November elections. 

An early voting precinct would operate very much like any other precinct on Election 
Day. An election board would be established through the same political process other 
election boards are nominated, the days and hours the poll would be open would be 
set by the County Commission; again, the same us they do for regular polling sites, 

Some of the differences between a regular polling site and the early voting site might 
be in the level of technology. Because of the proximity to the county a·uditor's office, 
we would have the possibility of the poll workers using computers to record the 
voters. With new technology available, we may be able to u~e either direct recording 
devices for voting or precinct scanners which would speed up election reporting on 
Election Day. 

An early voting precinct would give us one more tool to serve the voters in North 
Dakota, without significantly increasing the cost of elections. I estimate that an 
election board operat{ng the same hours as the courthouse would cost the county 
about $350 per day, 

I urge you to support Senate Bill 2248 

•.I 
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'\ TESTIMONY TO THE 
SENATE GOVERNMENT & VETERANS AFFAIRS COJ\IIMITTEE 
Prepared by Kevin J. Glatt, Burleigh County Auditor 

SENA TE BILL 2248 

ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOTS 

:tvfadam Chair and members of the committee, I am here today to raise some concerns I 
hav~ regarding absent voter ballots and to make a plea to alJow counties to conduct all 
elections by MAIL, 

Current law only authorize~ MAIL ballot elections for Primary elections. However, both 
political parties have circumvented this through their attempts to get out the vote. Please 
note the attached GOP and DEMO\NPL mailings. Other groups have quickly followed 
(attached). 

If in fact we w~nt a vote by mail system then allow vote by mail and 
lets tnU a duck a duck. 

I have been an advocate of voter turnout during my enth c tenure. I have opened my 
office on Saturdays to accommodate college students and those who work out of town. I 
have spent many hours at local high schools explaining voting procedures and 
encouraging and challen.ging young people to vote. 

I unden,tand the goal of all the political party mailings - increased voter turnout. I 
understand the previous legislation to remove the requirement to state a reason for voting 
absentee - increased voter turnout. l do not think the present system increases 
participation, only shifts voHng methods from traditional precinct balloting to mail 
hallotmg. 

1 understand the attempt to make voting more convenient as a means to increase 
participation. However, we as citizens need be respo.nsible. We need to realize how 
important our vote is. 1 am a firm believer that two (2) of the most important things I did 
in the year 2002 were voting on June 11 and Ncwember 4. I agree that voting is a right 
and a privilege. Moreover, it is my DUTY and REPSONSffilLITY. 

The effect of the present absent voter system is placing an administrative and fiscal 
burden on counties, There is no easy way to handle absentee ballots. The political party 
mailings compound this burden by increasing the number of absent voters. From my 
visits ,~ith people returning absent voter ballots to my office, their only reason for voting 
absentee was the convenience, and if they had not received an absent voter application 
they would have voted on election day at their nonnal precinct I received several 
duplicate applications for absent voter ballot from the same elector - 1 from each party 

1 and the AFLCIO. I received many, many incomplete applications which 1·equired follow 
'7.-./ 

i 
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up by a phone call or mail (all of which must be done on a very timely basis), My 
records show that the combined staff of the Burleigh County Auditor, Treasurer and 
Director of Tax Equalization basicatty shut down everyday between October 15th thru 
November 3rd from 7:00AM until 3:00PM to process the applications for absentee 
ballots and get the ballots ln the mail for delivery to the electors, 

Presently county auditors have to prepare for two (2) types of elections: traditional 
polHng places and vote by mail. County auditors have no way of knowing how many 
people will vote "absentee" and how many will show up on election day. County 
auditors need to staff poJling places and order enough ballots for both the traditional and 
mail election. I estimate that this increases costs in Burleigh County by at least 15%, 

Madam Chair and members of the Committee, _please consj der these items when 
ddiberating over this bill. 

Thank You. 

I 
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WED~DAY, OcroBER 23, 2002 
BISMARCK-MANDAN, N.D. 

~,~sentee voters more numerous 
rumbers in B4rleigh County 
zsily should exceed 

ber of absentee ballots In the 2000 election 
said they're getting even more thls year. ' Those who wish to vote prior to the Nov. 5 

election simply send a request to their county 
auditor, who malls them a ballot. Completea 
ballots are eventually returned to the audi
tors office, 

le 6,000 who voted in 2000 
TONY SPILDE 
marck 'Ii'lbuue 

The latest trend In North Dakota votlng 
.tld, be a lot like an elfin work stoppage at 
Has toy factory. 
Smaller turnout at the polls. 
County audltors, who saw a record num-

0

We certainly can't see that number going 
down/' said Lee Ann Oliver, election specialist 
for the secretary of state's offi~e. "It's a matter 
of .convenience for people. In talking to the 
auditors, they're all seeing more absentee bal• 
lots.ij 

The reason for the increase, auditors say, Is 
a target-marketJng campaign by the state's 
polltlcaJ parties and other Interest groups 
They've malled ballot appllcatlons to voter~ 
they consider sympathetic to their cause, In 
an attempt to generate more support, 

Burleigh County Auditor Kevin Glatt saJd 
he received about 6,000 absentee ballots in 
the 2000 election. He expects to easily exceed 
that total this year. The county has more than 
LOOO back already, and voters stlfl have until 
Nov. 4 to return theJr ballots. Election workers 
mn,!led another 1,000 ballots Tuesday alone. 

Our goal ls to get more participation so 
SEE ABSENTEE, iOA 1 

m BJSMARCKTRIBUNE.COM 

bsentee: Voting at leisure a plus 
FROM 1A 
It's wonderful that we're huVJng this response." 
Glatt said. "It's Just handy for people," 

ln Morton County, auditor Paul Trouger said 
they're about on pace with the ubsentce nunt• 
bers from 2000, 

He said another reason many counties are 
seeing Increases is "absentee" voters ncedn1t be 
absent any longer. Trauger sald a state law 
passed In 1997 removed the requirement that 
voters provide a reason for their nbseuce from 
their precinct on election day. 

That's a11owed voters such as Juleen Cun
ningham of Bismarck to vote at tl1elr leisure. 

'1t was Icy this morning, If lt had been like 
that on election day, maybe I wouldn1t have 
voted," Cunnlngham, 79, saJd Tuesday~ 11 For me, 
It's about convenience. Plus, it's good for sen• 
lors because we have a tendtncy to forget 
things sometimes," · 

Glatt said the early voting shouldn't be called 
absentee balloting anymore. 

"We no longer have absentee balloting In 
North Dakota, we have vote·br,-maJli" Glatt 
said. "Essentially, that's what It Is,' 

Glatt and at.nets tried to legalize a vote-by
inail effort at the last legislative session, It's cur

-..,/ rently used onJy In the J~ne primary elections, 

Glatt sold lawmakers balked at the Idea becauge 
they thought it opened the door to fraud, that It 
would be too easy to vote more than once or 
murk a ballot for someone else. 

But he said those problems already exJst, 
though the Instances are few. Glatt didn't think 
that changing the name would dramatlcaUy 
increase tl-ie cases of voter fraud. 

uwe would be able to take care of the appli
cation process Instead of the parties (doing ft)," 
Glatt snid. 

"We could use our voter database from the 
last election (for the mailings), and get the busy 
work done ah end or time, Instead of waiting for 
the ballots to come In." 

Currently, absentee ballots are taken ·-· stlJJ 
sealed - to the voter's home precinct on elec• 
u,m day. 

The name on ti1e outside of the envelope ls 
compared with a checklist at the precinct, and 
crossed off so the citizen cannot vote more than 
once, 

To vote prlor to Nov. 5, request a ballot from 
your county courthouse or download them 
from the s.:iretary of state's Web s,lte, 
www.state.nd.us/sec. 

(Reach Tony Spilde at 250-8260 or • 
tsp/lde@ndonllne.com.) 

"Our goal is to get 
more 
participation, so 
it's wonderful that 
we're having this 
response. Jes just 
handy for people." 

Burleigh County Auditor 
Kevin Gia~ 

"It was icy this 
morning. If ff had 
been like thit.on 
election day, 
maybe I wouldn,t 
have voted?' 
Ju/een Cunningham, 79,. 

a Bismarck voter 
' 

The mtcros,raphlo lrnaaea on thl1 film are accurate reproductions of records dtltvered to Mocktrn Information Systems for microfilming and 
Wtre fftmed fn the regutar course of business. Tha photographic proc:eas meets standard& of the American National Standards tnstltute 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICS1 If the filmed frna~e above ts loaa legible than this Notice, ft lo due to the quality of the 
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Avoid the snow drifts, 
the f-reezing rain, the 

-~--,..,_~s1eet and"~tis 
this November. 
(For one day at least.) 
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·:1 i' ";'~- ~ { .• - "~r: to cast a vote.. ro ow e Sllllp e 

~~-,-: '::. · - ! ·r - i · · \ •· · ~; · · rurecr:ions below ::o vote ficm chc comfort w -- - [~ .. . . ' , . 
-~--:~:_e-~:\· ____ ;r·.l:~:-1-._ .\. !I . ~fyourhomc. 
l\'--.-: ~ Jf.p· \ -y:_ --·;_. ,. Y -
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8 
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4l Applicatjon. ·-
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Your official 2002 ballot will then be 
_mailed co you.. Cast your V9t~ for J:b.e · 
Nrn:th Daloia D'emoam,ic- NP_~ Tepn, 
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Vote from hotne, ·and 
don~t let Mother Nature 
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STAY AT 
HOME 

and 

_,,, ............ , 
' 

Complete the attached absentee ballot application to have a be.Dot mailed to yom home ror the 
November General Election. 

Give the completed application to your union officer/steward or Labor 2002 Coordinator! 

ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOT APPLICATION 

Application must be for one oft.he following elections: __ .Primary __ Special 

The microarriphlc tmaaes on th la f llm are accurate reproduet1oM of raeorda dol tvared to Modern lnformat Ion Systems for mlerof ilm1ng andl 
w.re f Urned In the ragul a1• eourae of bua 1 neaa. The photograph t c proeaea meets &tandards of the Amer 1 can Nat Iona l Standarda Inst I tutti 
(ANSI) for archlvAl microfilm, NOTICEt If the fllmod Image above h loe11 legible then this Notice, It le di.Kl ti) the quality of tho 
doci.ment being filmed, 
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Make sure you check the record -
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Rick Clayburgh's distortions. 

Earl Pomeroy 
has led the fight 

to protect 
Social Security. 

·1•r~{:.'. ·.•··'· •;•~·. 

'. ; • .. :1 

www.pomeroyforcongress.com 
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT 

-..._ 
1 ~equest an Absentee Voter's Ballot for tl1e November 5, 2002 General Election. 

f name and voting address are: / O I ,zj {}'Z/ J f 
5 

GO 7 

Telephone Number 7 t; / .. .J J .J _.. J/ 3 / 
Mailing Address (if diffel'ent than your voting address above). Please print cleal'ly. 

Mnlllng Address 

Clcy State Zlp 

I do solemnly aft1nu that I have resided In the precJncl, where rny rcsldentlnl voting ut.ldress JH locuted, for at .least thirty dnys next preceding the election, 

Voter's Signature (This npptlcotlon must be signed to lle vnJld, Only one voter µer request.) 

The mloroc,raphlo !Mages on thf a f I lm are aocur1t1 oductf f 
were filmed fn the regular cour&e of t:4.lafnaan .,;:,,r ona O record8 dtlf vered to Modorn Information syatema for mforolflmfnc, and 
(ANS I) for arch f val ml oroff lm, NOT! ce I If the 11tr!!r,°:at!:,::1:·1·0::e1te9_)btlandathrda tohff thNe ~ri c,an HIit f ona l Standards J nil t f tute 
docl.Nnt befng fflmed, ~ ~ e an s ot,oe, t fs due to th& quality ot tht 

~S~d>~()\J~ l\~J • operator 1as;&fure<.r ~ 
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.. - .............. - - -····-- ............. ,~ ....................... _ -·-·-····-····- .. ·••· ... ·-· .......................... - ...... , - .. - .................. . 

REQUEST. FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT 

l request an Absentee Voter's Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election. 
m-

My name and voting address are: 

;o/i?=>/02- Lloyd Huisinger 
1111 N 1st St, 
Blsmurck, ND 58501 

~ 7/~Ab4 ltA~t);1_

200 

Telephone Number 

/'0/-i-z O 2--
40 

Mailhlg Addres (if clifi rent than your voting address above). Please p · 

I "7 t t o~· ./J o vii !..----
1 
C: {;lmg A''"": , 

c1l -~ ........ ..-•-·----- State Zip 

I do solemnly nffirm that I have resided ln the..pr~where my resldentluJ voting uddress Is Jocnted, for ut least Utlrty duys rtext precodiJ1~ the election. 

Voter's Signature (Th!s nppllcntlon must l.>e signed to be valid, 01tly one voter per requll!il) Date 
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT 

'I re,1uest an Absentee Voter's Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election. 
My name and voting address are: 

Telephone Number 7 C1 

Paul Splonskowski 
7?0 S. 12th Street #20.1 
Bismarck, ND S8S04 

/ 
Mailing Ad<lr~ss (if different than your voting address above). Please print dearly. 

MoUing Address 

-S. I :J.._ .Z(; S /-; #-cl.a~ B /,~-~ ~;? c ~ IY, /J .. 
City Suite 

~ do solemnly ~ 1 hm, e,lded In U,c precb>ct, where my resldentlol voting addre,s Is locotod, for "' '"'"' Ulllfy doys ""' •;:~~; :;on, 

Vt ter's Signature ('fhJs npplJcntion must h~ signed to be valid, Only one voter per request.) Date 

----.. 
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT 

I request an .A.bsentee Voter's Ballot for the Nove1nber 5, 2002 General Election. 
My name and voting address are: 

Paul Spfooskowski 
700 S 12th St. I:.ot 203 
Bism11rck1 ·No 58504 

10 f'' r? ..,.3 L( 
H .. J...J g -36 I cg w - :i.:J 

1'elephoue Nmnber .. 

Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly. 

Mu.lllng Address 

CJty . Stnte Zip 



REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
r"'\ VOTER'S BALLOT 

/ I request an Absentee Voter's Ballot for the Nove1nber·5, 2002 General Election. 
My name and voting address are: 

Gordan Knutson 
2600 236th St. NE 
McKenzie, ND,58572 

Telephone Number j 17 J .. .:] ) 7 
Mailbag Address (if different than your voting addtess above) 

;z~ i3Il-_5T, /)/;,C✓• 
Mallli1g Addr~ 

' 



I.if 

'' 

Spec la I Other 
Election Electhin 

)119, :'5,f ::<qj 

', ............. . 
'· I 

Slate 21P Code 

MalUng Address (II dlNmnl than your ~vW19 eddiess above) plem ~~nl clea1ly 

MalllOQ Adore,s City County Slale lip Code 

1 do solemnly alllttrl Iha! I hove tt&lde(I In tho prtcln~l1 whm .;J._ y 5 ·• ¥6" /CJ 
niy teslife1,11,1 VOllnQ arldlts$ IS localed, IOI at leul \I\Hly 11:to,'ll ~ 
1mn1oata1elt prtur lo the ~lec1lon, Home or Daytime telephone Nun1bil1 

2<1-00B18i' 

f . \)REQUEST FOR .ABSENTEE 
oO-t' VOTER:'S BALLOT 

I req ) an Absentee Voofl4~ Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election. 
ame and voting address are: 

Telephone Nmnber ~ 

MarJenc HJumhagen 
5300 20th Ave. NE 
Blsnu.u·ck1 ND 5850 1 

t/ 
Malling Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearlr. 

Mo.Jllng Address 

. City Stn.te Zip 

'---'· I do aoltimnly nt'flrm tJ111t I have resided In the prccbte~ where my reshlentlnl votl11g u,ddrl:SS I~ locnted, (or at lc;t t.hlr!v days next precedllig the election. 

• ~1& ft- JSL~~~~-----
Vot.Gt's Slgrrnture ('J'llls 11ppllc11t.Jo11 muaL be slg 

The mfcrographfc fmages on this film are acourat& reproduction f d de 
were filmed fn the regular courae of bualneas The pho O 

8 0 reoor 9 lfver,'Cf to Modern l"lfor•matfon syatems for mlorofflmfng and 
(ANSI) for archival mfcrofHm. NOrJCEJ If the ff lmod t,:a•fa':c,::r:slae mt,(ltf fabtliJMdllhrds ohff tho Arner loan National Standards Institute 
docltlleMt being filmed, 88 eg 9 tan t s Notice, It Is duo to the quality of the 

U ~~1(~ LQ-,,,c,'>.,,J\Oi..r'► D, . I\ t i-T ) 
' Operator1e Sfgnature<UF• ~ • 

I 



REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT· 

I request an Absentee Votaa:~ .. Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election. 
My name and voting address are: 

Dave Ely 
1818 E Bowen Ave. 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

Telephone Number z -z_ 2_. z_ 5 7 I 
Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly. 

Millll11g Addre5!1 

City St.ate Zip 

I do solemnly affirm ~ 
--

7 

.","' "'":;J!wh,%""1 voting oddross I, JocntOO, ro, at least thlrty Joyo """ p,;:~ ;Jeotlon, 

Voter's Slgnnturll ('l11ls nppllcutic'lll must be gntid lo be vnlld, Only one voter pe~ !:eq.~~~.) Dnte 

~~- ..... .,, 

(lt 
I' 

.... 4,1, '° ._, .. ..,. --• ............ , ... ._,Cl - '..,....,.._ ..,,., ••• "° > ..._ ,,,._ .. ~ _,;._._.,_,, ,l,'o. ,..., - IM..,.-, ... ,,.._ - •- ............ ..-- _,. 
..... - - ... ~. w ... ... ... - ... .... ., - ....... -· 

REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 
VOTER'S BALLOT 

..,fl'lli,.~_,,._ ................. __.___,, 
~4--0IJIUJG!l: 

I request an Absentee Vo-Ballot .for the November 5, 2002 General Election. 
My name and voting address are: · · 

2 ~~s 
'relephone Number J 2. 2_ .. 2._ S 7 / .__l { 
Mailing Address (if different than your voting adcfress above), Please print cle:f?.:::.,..'1"v€ 

J 8 lfo -f.-AST Ciat10E/0 --AU~ 

B 15 mMc:K If#~ 
Mnilu1g Addra11S 

State 

t huve ruslded 1n Ute precinct, where my re.sidentlnJ voting rultlress ls locnted, tor nt Jen.st lhlrty dnya nen precedlng U,e election. 

If ----...,~---=-~~-
. Vote,, s1,,,.,u,. ('J>I• """'"O"°" , ~• b"9lgned '.'.'..:' -~d. oruy one vote•;~-•-} ______ _ 

............................. '""""'· ................ , .. ~-. ..................... fl, _._. ................................................. ~ .... -~ ....................... ,,~-~-:.;,4 ..... , ... , .... , ............. - ..... ~., ... W ............... , .... 04 ........ .. 

Onto 
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fo, reference, see North nakolA Ct1111l'~ Cude, Chapter 16.1-07 

Application must b1 tor 111 11:c1sl oM ol Slate Primary 
the lollowlng elections (p Ir. i1sc clrcle one): Election 

Voting Address ple.m punt clearly 

City Election 
{II appllca ble) 

N:-ame~,.-...~~w,~ ♦ s~~=~~~~w 
-----· 

Addles& of Voter (lellldenllal address) City county 

MaJllng Address (II dlt/eienl lhan YOl/1 voling addtBS$ above) plme print c1ea1I~ 

Special 
Elecllon 

State 

Olher 
Election 

Zip Code 

....... J,I' .lo ,:r sI 
Clly 

&4A. ~o, ~U• f 
County S~e lip Code 

.,u1ia1uro ct Appllc.anl 

1 do sa1emn1v ofllrm lhat I have resided In the p,ec1ne1 whm ""'I "\ ~ -':I) I Ir:(_, 
l
my rcsldenllal vouno adcrus Is loeoled lot al least lhi~ da"' ,:;:;,lc:t"::; -u '-10, 
mmeul;itely pr\O! to the elet11on. ' "

1 
'' - ~ .,. ...... ., '.Jome or Oaytlme Telephone Numbe1 

K~ 0•~ ~orua,;;e..__:~Je:_--=--~~ ..... ----------

tel e s+1 n'l D--e r\ "e., 
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c Absent Vot«s Ballot A r r ,._,, ·· 3· J e g; h Y\.;> J.)e/ pp 1ca IUR As presorlbod sacrel•~ ol $~18 ' 

fol I e, ue Horth Dakota CD,IIU 'I Code, Ch.1pte, 16.1-07 I) r'\a.r ---· I 

AppJloaUon tnusl be lor al .:asl one of State Primary 
1h11 following elecllons (please cJtcle one}: Elecflon 

Voting Address plme prJnl cle.atly 

City Electlon 
(If appllcable) 

Special 
ElecUon 

Olher 
Elecflun 

~,,,j,d.t?d (" $ ~ 
City/I owns hip -----------~~---.::::::~~--
~ Precinct or v011no looa\lon 

Add1euofV01e,(resJdent~address) --~--~ City ---~!, YI I? ,5 g· C-oL ~er-'- : ' . stile Zlp Cede 

Malling Address (II dlHe,ent lhan your voting addtea& above) ptme pt\1\1 cieat!y 

61~~.Ad~ ... ~=;,,.o,':.-c....C_ll~~--~d.Il, /,J~ M, 0~, _SF::.....~---6 t.f 
c~";~e Zlp Code 

I oo so1e111n1Y aflltm lllat I have ,eskled In Iha Mealncl where • ,J,? .., '\ - 8 f.:J.,,6 
my realden11~1 vo11no aod,m Is located tor at least 1fiJ..,, da"' 

7
=~...,.~~:=...~·-'.0...-/-k..Q _____ _ 

h~rtoed\.\tely prtor to the eleotlM, ' "1 
,. .. Homa or Oay11me Telep11one Number 

The mt croaraph 1 c Images on th I a f tlm are accurate reproduct Iona of records delivered to Modern lnforrnat I on Systems for ml orof llMlnG and 
were filmed tn the ragulijr course of buatnaas, The photo;raphfo process meets standards of the American National standards Institute 
(~NSI) for archival microfilm, lli.lilCEt lf the filmed Image above 111 1~88 legible than this Notice, 1t 111 due to the qual 1ty of the 

doctlll9nt being ff lmed, 
• Date 
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Absent Voter's Ballot Application As prescrlbod by the Seurelary of Slalll 

FOi 1ele1ence, m Nortn DolkOLI CGnlUty Code, Chaptor 16. Hl7 

Applh:atlon must be lot· at least one of $late Primary 
the fullowlng elettlona (please clrcte one): Election 

Voting Address pius. pr1n1 ciwiy 

-~ ~~ 
N~ 

tor~ w l ~& 
Adorsu ol Vo1e1 (1u1oen0t1 add1us) 

·•.•· 

City El11cli111 
{II appllcable) 

Special 
Elettlon 

Other 
E'le;tiDn 

coumv state lip Coclt 

1 do solem,,ly aH11111 !hat I MYe 1u1ded In the p1eclncl wttert (7 O / \ .....,_ ~( I I / 
City 

mv !~Sldentlal voling addrm Is localed lot al least thirty days U ~ ~'i - s~ 

~&' 
lmn1edla1e1y p,101 lo the ~cllM, ' - - -Home ot Oaytlmt lete11hone Number 

- - - r11Jll~ l o-t 4-od--. 
SlgMIUU ol AppKeanl oate 

fesr 0\1\½;\ G_ 
qr I ,'cc--1~ · o "' 

Th• 111toroe,r1phic t!MGH on tht• ftlm ere accurate reproducttont of record• delivered to Modern Information Systerna for rntcrofHMtna and 
were fflNd fn tht reoular courae of bu1tne11. The ~oto01•1pMc proceu 111ett• atandlrdl of the Amerlc1n National Standards Jnstf tute 
(AMSI) for archtv•l microfilm, MOTtCet lf the filmed fmege abovt ta lea, leotble than thta Notice, ft ta due to th• qualtty of the 

doc1.1Mnt betna ft L~. 
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BUSINESS DIVISION 
ALVIN A. JAEGER 

st!CRETARY OF STAT& 
ST~Te Of! NORTI-i DAKOTA 

600 e BOULSVARD A.Ve DEPT 108 
BISMARCK NO 59505-0500 

PHONS (701) 32a--42M, AA)( (701) 32f.2"2 
CENTRAL INDEXING DIVISION 

PHONB (701) 321-3ee2, f-'AX (701) 32M21-4 
ELSOTIONS DIVISION 

PHON(( (701) 321◄ 1_.., FAX (701) :m.2112 

,,--~ E•MAJL eotOttate.nd,ua LICENSING DIVISION 
PHONE (701) 32'•3el&, FAX (701) 32e-lNO 

' \ 

Me Pit.GE WWW,N\t,nd,UtlHC 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

February 13, 2003 

GENERAL INFORMATION (701) 328-2900 
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-0887 

TO: Senator Karen Krebsbach and Members of the Senate Government and Veteran's 
Affairs Committee 

FR: Cory G. Fong, Deputy Secretary of State 

RE: Am~ndments to Senate BIii No, 2248 - Absentee and Early Voting 

Since the hearing of Senate BIii 2248, the Secretary of State's office has worked with the 
various Interested parties to address concerns about the leglslatlon. 

As a result of our work, I am providing the committee with a new and Improved set of 
amendments to Senate BIii No. 2248. The changes In the new set of amendments accomplish 
the following: 

• Allows completed absentee ballot appllcatlons to be returned to an Intermediary (e.g. a 
political party, association, etc.) as long as the Intermediary submits all completed 
appllcatlons received from applicants to the appropriate election officials In a tlmely manner. 

• No longer requires absentee ballot appllcatlons provided and distributed by anyone other 
than an election official (e.g. a polltlcal party, association, etc.) to be approved by the 
Secretary of State as long as the appllcatlon meets the requirements of the law. 

• No longer requires absentee ballot applications to Include a statement disclosing the porson, 
as defined In section 16.1-08.1-01, or polltlcal party, responsible for paying for distribution of 
the application. 

• ~rovldes the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an lndlvldual voting an 
absentee ballot as a voter voting a ballot In the polling locatlon on Election Day. An 
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a dlsablllty that prevents them from 
reading or marking the .ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's 
employer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a relatlve of :1 
candidate for any office. 

• Requires early voting precincts to be In govemment-controlled facllltles. 

• Allows a U.S. citizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never lived In the United 
States and whose parent Is a qualified elector of the state, to vote absentee In North Dakota 
for federal offices only, 

• Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the single office In thl! state for providing 
Information regarding absentee voting by mllltary and overseas citizens who are eligible to 
vote In the state according to HAV A. 

--· --,-, Y(J-U-wa-nt-to_ch_oo.s_,-Y(J-Ur-o-wn_fu_tu_re_, .... ~,.,.07i_E:_I ___ TU_e.s_d-,y-z-we .... tow---2~00.,_..,o.,..,2""'"00~2,..,G--,t-o-ut"""th_e...,vo-,,-s-1og-,-r,.,.,.wl .... nn-,-, -. -s,,...sm-,rc-k-Vo-7l-et:h __ _ 

dt dtlf ed t Modern 1nform1tfon syet- for mtcroffl111tno and A 
The n1tcr6Qres,f,tc IIMQH on this ff lmfaburtt 11cu

1
u
8
r1teTh~~~:~,~f ;::~. meettt":~.nda~dl of the A1tteric1n M
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were ftlllltd In th• rtaular course O S nelf th fll~ trneg'°:'~bove f• leaa legible than this Notice, ft 8 auu O ~ ' 
(ANSI) for archival microfl\m, NOTlCEs t 
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\j f'h ~\b +,,, ~C,\J.),.p/1;~ Datt 

• bper1tor 11 soniture 
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r 
• Directs the Secretary of State to develop uniform procedures for county auditors to follow 

.~ when transmitting and receiving voting materials to and from mllltary and overseas voters, 

• Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniform procedures for county auditors to follow 
when notifying a military or overseas voter that their ballot was rejected. 

,_,/ 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL N~8 '(/,1✓f:/e:, 

Page 1 t llne 1, replace 11a new section" with "three new sections" 

Page 1, llne 2, after 11to11 Insert "designating the secretary of state as the single office for 
providing absentee voting Information to military and overseas voters, rejecting absentee 
ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and" and after 1'reenact" Insert "subsection 2 
of section 16.1-07-01, • 

Page 1, llne 3, after 11to11 Insert "absent:!Je voting for federal offices by citizens who have never 
lived In the United States," 

Page 1, after line 5. Insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North Dakota 
Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. A quallfled elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside the 
United States, or a citizen of the United State§ ~ho Is eighteen ye~rs of ~Q[ 
older and has never llved In the United States and whose parent Is a guallfled 
elector of the state, may vote absentee In this state pursuant to this chapter If the 
Individual: 
a. Does not maintain a domlclle; 
b. Is not registered to vote; 
c, Is not voting In any other state, territory. or possession of the United 

States; and 
d. Possesses a valid passport or card of Identity and registration Issued 

under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

Such an elector may vote only In federal electlons, which means any election 
held solely or In part for the purpose of electlng or nominating any candidate for 
the office of president, vice president. presldentlal elector, member of the United 
States senate, or member of the United States house of representatives/ 

Page 11 line 9, remove 11dlrectly" 

Page 2, llne 41 replace 11Wlth the exception of an appllcatlon from a member of the United States 
armed forces 11 with "AoYQnA other than an electlon offlclal Identified In section 16.1-07-
ps, woo Is collecting completed absent voter1s ballot appllcatlons, must submit au 
completed appllcatlons received from applicants to the appropriate election officlals In a 
tlrnely manner to allow an applicant to receive,, vote, and mall an absent voter's ballot 
before the day of the electlon, 11 

Page 2, remove lines 5 through 9 

Page 21 llne 15, overstrike "or" and Immediately thereafter Insert ",." 

Page 2, llne 16, after the comma Insert 11.Qr any blank" 

Page 1 
amendments (sb 2248) 020103 

The 111f crotrephtc fmeges on tht• film are accurate reprcduotlona of reeorctt. delivered to Modern Information syat.mt for 111tcrof tl111tno and J 
were fllMld In the r8Qular courue of bustneaa. The photoar1phfc prooese meet• standards of the American MatfOt'lal Standards lnetftute 
(ANSI) for erchfvt.l ntf<,tofflm, NOTICE, If tho fflmed fmooe above fA lest legible than th!a Notf oe, It fs due to the qua I tty of the Iii 
docUMttt beln" filmed, M (\,., (J ti . 

. ti ~~k\--Mth ~C\'h ~,t;~ \D\ d-:\\03 · 0ptr1tor 1IT ;nature 4-r• Date 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248 

Page 2, remove llnes 28 through 31 

Page 4, !lne 21 remove "the appllc.~nt's employer, officer. or" 

Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the applicant's union, or11 and '\ or a relative of a" 

Page 4, Hne 41 remove "gan<11date for any office as described In subsection 2 of section 16.1 •05-
02 II 
-l 

Page 5, after llne 19, Insert: 

"~ Each person requesting an absent voter's ballot under thl,s chapter, who cannot 
read the English language, or that because of blindness or other dlsablllty Is 
unable to. mark t:le voter1s ballot, upon request, may receive (he assistance of 
any person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's employer, officer or agen1 
of the voter's union, a candidate running In that electlon, or a relative of i 
candldnte as provided In subsection 2 of section 16.1•05•02, In marking the 
voter's ballot. 

SECTION 6. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is 
created and enacted as follows: 

Secretary of state to provide Information regarding absentee voting for mflltary 
and overseas voters. The secretary of state shall serJB as the single office In the state for 
providing Information regarding absentee voting by mllltary and overseas citizens ellglble to vote 
In the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of 2004 [Pub.L. 107M252, 116 
Stat. 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-11. The secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform 
procedures for count✓ auditors to follow when transmitting and receiving appllcatlons for 
absentee ballots ~nd absentee ballots to angJrom mllltary and overseas voters. 

SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is 
created and enacted as follows: 

Notification of reJected absentoe ballots cast by mflltary and overseas voters. T~ 
secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow whe□ 
notifying any military or overseas voter that the voter1s absentee ballot was rejected along with 
the reason why the yoter's absentee ballot was rejected according to section 707 of the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub,L. 107-252, 116 Stat, 1666, 42 USC 1973ffM1]." 

Page 51 llne 26, replace 11 16.10 .. 13" with 11 16,1 .. 11" 

Page 6, llne 12, after space Insert 11in a government controlled faclll!t 

Renumber accordingly 

Page2 
arnendments (sb 2248) 020103 

• 

• 

• 

The mtcr09ral',lhtc lmaoea on thf a ff lm are accurate reproductloria of records dtl tvered to Modern Information syateffl9 for mtcrof t lmtng and j 
w.re ftlllltd fh the regular courae of buelneH. The photographtc proeees rneeta atandardn of the AMertcan National Standards Institute ~~- · 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm. NOTICE• 11 the filmed trnag~ above ta leaa legible than this Notice, It ts due to the quality of the 
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ALVIN A. JAEOeR 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

STATE Of NORTH DAKOTA 
600 E BOULEVARD AVE DEPT 108 

BISMARCK ND 68505-0500 

.--..., E•MAIL sos@slat1,nd,u1 
ME PAGE www.stala.nd.us/seo 

SECRE=TARY OF STATE 

March 201 2003 

BUSINESS DIVISION 
PHONB (701) 328-4284, FAX (701) 328-2992 

CF.NTRAL INDEXING DIVISION 
PHONE (701) 328•3"2, FAX (701) 328◄214 

ELECTIONS DIVISION 
PHONE (700 328-414~. FAX (701) J28·2992 

LICENSING DIVISION 
PHONE (701) 328•3685, FAX (701) 323,18110 

GENERAL INFORMATION (701) ~28·2900 
TOLL FREE 1-8Q0..3S2,0867 

TO: Representative Matt Klein and Members of the House Government and Veteran's Affairs 
Committee 

FR: Cory G. Fong, Deputy SecretE>ry of State 

RE: Senate BUI No. 2248 -Absentee and Early Voting 

Senate Bill No. 2248 Incorporates addltlonal security and Integrity measures Into our absentee 
voting laws Intended to address concerns that were hrought to the forefront during the 2002 
election cycle. Senate BIii No. 2248 brings efficiencies to the administration of absontea voting 
thEd takes place at the county-auditors offices during the last days before the election by 
officially lntroduolng an early voting option for counties to voluntarily adopt. Senate BIii No. 
2248 also attempts to make changes Intended to put North Dakota In compliance with parts of 
the new federal election reform bill, the Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

The blll accomplishes the following: 

ej Allows completed absentee ballot applications to be retumed to an Intermediary (e.g. a 
polltlcal party, association, etc.) as long as the Intermediary submits all completed 
appllcatlons received from applicants to the approprlat~ election officials In a ttn,ely manner 
to-allow a voter to receive, vote, and mall an absentee ballot before the day of the election. 
(Section 2) 

. ~ Requires absentee ballot appllcatlons provided by electlon offlclals to be prescribed by the 
Secreta1y of State. (Sections 3 and 4) 

@ Provides that absentee ballot appllcatlons distributed by anyone other than an election 
official (e.g. a polltlcal party, association, etc.) ba approved by the Secretary of State un!ess 
the appllcatlon meets the requirements set out by law. (Section 3) 

D Requires absentee ballot appllcatlons to require a space for voters to Include their precinct 
or voting location, If known. (Section 3) 

• Provides a process for persons who cannot sign an absentee ballot application to mark an 
(X) and have It witnessed. (Section 3) 

• Provides the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an Individual voting an 
absentee ballot as a voter voting a ballot In the polllng locat!on on Election Day. An 
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a dlsablllty that prevents them from 
reading or marking the ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's 
employer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a relative of a 
candidate for any office. (Section 6) 
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• Prevents election officials from providing a ballot to anyone acting as an agent who cannot 
provldo a signed, written, authorlzatlon form. (Section 5) 

• Authorizes counties, as a voluntary option, to establish an early voting precinct on business 
days during the 15 days Immediately preceding the election that would process early voters 
like a traditional election board. The early voting precinct election board would be 
comprised of an Independent person to act as the Inspector and equal representation of 
each polltlcal party represented on the election board. Results from the early voting precinct 
may not be counted, canvassed, and released until the closing of the polls on Election Day. 
The early voting precinct must operate according to.all exlstl~g laws governing the conduct 
of election boards, precincts, the opening and closing of the polls, and counting and 
canvassing procedures. The bill requires early voting precincts to be In govemmentN 
controlled facilities. (Section 6) 

• Clarifies that only those members of the Armed Forces living outside the United States and 
other qualified electors llvlng outside the United States may receive ballots and return 
ballots by fax and request absentee ballots without completing and submitting an 
application. (Sections 2 and 3) 

• Allows a U.S. citizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never lived In the United 
States and whose parent Is a qualified elector of the state, to vote absentee In North Dakota 
for federal offices only. (Section 1) 

• Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the slngle office In the state for providing 
Information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens who are eligible to 
vote In the state according to the Help America Vote Aot of 2002. (Section 7) 

• Directs the Secretary of State to develop unlfom1 procedures for county auditors to follow 
when transmitting !:ind receiving voting materials to and from military and overseas voters. 
(Section 7) 

• Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniform procedures for county auditors to follow 
when notifying mllltary or overseas voters that their ballot was rejected. (Seotlon 8) 

The Secretary of State's office supports Sen.llte Bill No. 2248 and encourages this committee to 
give It a do pass recommendation. 
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Year Total Votes Cast 
1992 146,867 

l, __ } 
Increases in Absentee Voting 

1992-2002 

) 

Absentees Cast I Absentee Turnout{%) I Overall Voter Turnout{%) 
1 

6,81 Q I 5'1o ! 32% 

Shaded data indicates General Presidential Sections when turnout is always stronger. 
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Senate Bill 2248 

Chainnan Klein and members of the House Government and Veterans Affairs 
Committee 

I am Michael Montplaislr, Cass County Auditor and am here in support of Senate Bill 
2248, 

Senate Bill 2243 is a bill that changes some of the absentee voter application 
requirements and allows for an early voting precinct. 

Absentee voting has really taken oft' over the past few years. Besides the applications 
for absentee ballots that counties publish in the papers, applications are available on 
state and county web sites, political parties and other groups mail applications to 
potential voters, and political candidates hand out applications as they go door to door 
campaigning. The whole effort is geared toward getting the public out to vote. 

In Cass County, we have seen more interest in voting absentee, particularly in the 
general elections. The chart below shows the number of people applying for absentee 
ballots since 1996. 

_Er!mary General 
1996 3.236 Presldentlal 
1B98 428 2,065 
2000 296 6.427 Presidential 
2002 968 5,080 

The increase can be attributed to A number of factors, including conv .;nience, fear of 
the weather in November, R?d our busy 21 91 century life style. 

. An early voting precinct wouM operate very much like any other precinct on Election 
Day. An election board would be established through the same political process other 
election boards are nominated, the days and hours the poll would be open would be 
set by the County Commission; again, the same as they do fc:.r regular po11ing sites. 

One of the differences between a regular polling site and the early voting site might 
be in the level of technology. Because of the proximity to the county auditor's office, 
we have the possibility of the poi\ workers using computers to record the voters in the 
poll book. With new technology avaHable, we may bJ able to use either direct 
recording devices for voting or precinct scanners which would speed up election 
reporting on Election Day. I estimate that an election board operating the same hours 
as the courthouse would cost the county about $350 per day, 

If our goat is to increase voter participation, an early voting precinct would be 
beneficial to both the voters and the election administrators. This early voting 
precinct would give us one more tool to serve the voters in North Dakotat without 
significantly increasing the cost of elections. 

__ .,,,, I urge you to support Senate Bill 2248 

I 


