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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITIEB MINUTES 

BILI/R.ESOLUTION NO. SB 2292 

Senate Political Subdivisions Committee 

0 Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 7• 2003 

T · Number Side A SideB 
1 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
1966-4040 

0 VICE CHAIRMAN SYVERSON opened the hearing on 2292 relating to landlord's mobile 

home liens. 

' I 

SENA 1·0R COOK, Mandan ND introduced this bill on behalf of a constituent. Senator Cook 

explained that we have situations in the state where people own a mobile home and pay rent to a 

lot to park that mobile home and then all of the sudden take off leaving the mobile home sitting 

there. A few years ago we enacted legislation that allowed the owner of the mobile home park to 

remove that mobile home and put it in ntorage and establish a lien on that mobile home to 

recover his costs of moving it to storage, What this bill does is allow for accrued rent while it is 

on the lot. 

Tetdmony In Favor of SB 2292 

Kent Frene~ Mobile Parle Owner testified in favor of SB 2292. We have situations from time to 

time where people abandon their mobile homes. What mobile park owners would like to be able 
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Senate Political Subdivisions Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnbc,r SB 2292 

f1 Hearin& Date February 7, 2003 
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to do is charge for the back lot rent which is what we feel ii very fair. There is a process when 

the home is sold that the money ac,es to the state and the mobile park owner has no mechanism to 

recoup the back lot rent they have coming. 

Rob Forward. Attorney for ND Manufacture Housiq Association. The window of time begins 

when the people have abaftdoned the home or the landlord bas received a eviction judgment. 

That lien continues until it ii paid off. This bill would help them collect back rent. 

No teltlmoay la oppol1tloll fo SB 2292. 

VICE CHAIR SYVERSON closed the hearing on SB 2292, 

SENATOR SYVERSON moved a DO PASS on. SB 2292 

SENATOR CHRISTENSON seconded the motion 

Roll call vote: 6 Yes O No O Absent 

Carrier: SENATOR GARY LEE 
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2003 SENATE ST ANDING COMMI1TEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BIJ..,lJRESOLUTION NO. s s a a , ~ 

Senate Political Subdivisions 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken Do 

Committee 

Motion Made By Si,«,a.,w e JI Ills ded ., A I .,....K.-:l..__,c:ic:tJt14'11J11~Uc..l~oy econ By , ""-◄'-r Yn•, ,_.,,SIJAI. 
Senaton Yes No Senaton Yet No 

Senator Dwiaht Cook. Chairman X 
Senator John O. Swerson. V C t 
Senator Garv A. Lee ;( 

Senator Judv Lee f 

Senator Linda Christenson x 
Senator Michael Polovitz X ,,, 

r~ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---:--....... b'------ No c) ----.:==-----------
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Floor Assigmnent , ~ "r: (;a. v 3 List>, 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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RIPORT Of' STANDING COIIMnTU (410) 
,......,7,2003 1:1Sp.m. 

' 8 C 

Module No: IR-24-1111 
Canter: G. Lee 

IMll't LC:. Title:. 

RIPOAT OF STANDING COMIIITTU 
812212· Po11t1oa1 lubdlvtllone Committee (len. COok, Chairman) recommends DO pA91 (8 YEAS. 0 NA VS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2292 wa1 placed on the 

Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMITI'EB MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2292 

House Transportation Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearina Date Febnlary 27, 2003 

TameNmnber Side A Side B Meter# 
1 X 44.3 to 53.0 1----------+-----·---~1----------+-__,;.;____;,..;........;...;..;. __ ~ 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Rep, Hawken,. Vice Chfionm opened the hearing on SB 2292, a bilt for an Act to amend and 

reenact section 35-20-17 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to landlord's mobile home 

liens. 

Kent French I represent the North Dakota Manufactured Homes Association, the organization 

which requested Sen. Cook to sponsor this legislation. It is kind of a house keeping bill because 

it allows the landlords and the home owners of rental communities to collect rents which are due 

them, The way the law is now we may move the home off and store the home but we are not able 

to collect back rents, There are quite a number of homes especially in Fargo and Grand Forks 

abandoned and are now owned by the finance companies that have gone out of b~iness, There 

is value in the ho-~ but they can't get a hold of the finance companies, the home are talcing up 

space, the owners and landlord's are not able to collect rent off of them, We are asking that this 

bill be passed so that we are able to just get our due rent. We oan get it in. round about ways but 
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Pap2 
House Tran,portation Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2292 
Hearing Dato February 27, 2003 

this just clean it up puts it into this senate bill so that we can use this instead of back 'doorina' 

our collections. 

Ra. '[horpe; ( 47.4 ) You mentioned there is another way you can do it now. May be you 

could explain how that is done - how you do it now 'the back wayt. 

Kent Fmocb,; May I should defer that to lepl counsel - he can explain it better than I - it takes 

an attorney to do it? 

Rep. PeJmom; Why it wone ( more of problem ) in some cities than others? 

Koot FflQCh; We the problem in Bismarck - I have it in two of my communities-· there seems 

to be more there and maybe it is just the economy. They report to me that they are having serious 

problem in Grand Forks. 

Rob Forwardj ( sp? ) Lawyer representing the North Dakota Manufactured Housing 

Association - responding to Rep. Thotpe's question ... a scenario best illustrates the situation ... 

one of their tenants abandons their mobile home - he disappears, not to be found -- The landlord 

has the option of going after an eviction action and establishing an eviction judgment which 

orders the home to be removed and also includes judgment for the rent ... it is pointless because if 

they have abandoned the home you really don•t need an order to leave. The other remedy they 

have is to sue that tenant in small claims court or ... in regular district and get a judgment .... you 

still have problems collecting from that tenant - you could theoretical take the small clams 

judgment to get a district court judgment to levy on that home ... sell the home ... get your 

judgment paid that way. That is the round about way. The amendment to this bill would include 

accrued rent in the landlord•s and instead of going through an eviction action where there an 

Q abandonment •· you have your lien In place for storage, removal costs - the landlord would 
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Pap3 
Houae Transportation Committee 
Bill/Reaolution Nwnbet SB 2292 
Hearin& Date F~ 27, 2003 

retain poueuion of that home and it could not be moved until that lien is paid even though his 

lien is not in priority. That is quite a benefit in dealina with some of the finance companies that 

ate beina diuolved and aoina through bankruptcy now. 

1bere beina no other pcnon, wi to teedfy for or at SB 2292, Vice Chairman Hawken 

cloeed the hearing. 

Hearin& reoord ended ( S3.0) 

Im, WcJ& AatitRMM' opened the di8CUSlion for action on SB 2292. Rep, GaJYiD moved a 'Do 

P•• motion for SB 2292. Rm, RuJLy seconded the motion. On a roll call vote the motion 

carried 10 Aye1 0 Nay. 3 Ablat ud not vodn.1-

Rm>, Qalyin was designated to carry SB 2292 on the floor. 
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.-ia6 .3 7, a La a 
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J 

~----tathw Y•,. i. Mo ReDntt11tadv• Y• 
Robill Wela• Chaltmlll v/ Loi• Delmore V 
v .. , ::-; Hawkea .. Vice Cbainnan v/ Ario B. Schmidt v ..... 
!.:! .v"i O. Berutein V nlwood Tbun- y 

Mn:A.Dolda l/,. Steven L. 1Ai• ,... 
PatOalvln 1/. 
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Cnia Headlad V 
Clara Sue Price If-
D111J. Rubv V 
Dave Weiler It-
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RIPORT OP STANDING~.:=) recommends DO PA88 
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