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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMnTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. S82307 

Senate Fiunce and Taxation Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Heeriq Date February 5, 2003 

T Nmnbcr Side A SideB 
1 X 
I X 

Committee Clerk Si 

l-1519 

Meter# 

The bill relates to matcbtna arants for public bealth agencies for school health services projects 

and to the rate of tax on the sal~ of cigarettes. 

Senator Larry Robinson (mtr #4270) .. Primary sponsor of the bill. Introduced bill and gave 

testimony in support of the bill 

Representative Lonny Winrich (mtr #4786) •Cosponsor of the bill Testified in support of the 

bill. Recognizing tbe increasing roll pharmaceuticals play in life. 

Janet Merrill (mtr #4996)- Retired teacber, testified in support ofSB2307. Written testimony is 

attached. 

Kirstell Baesler (mtr #S370)-Te.1tified in support of S82307. Gave detailed testimony of the 

value of a nurse in the school. Written testimony is attached. 

Senator Nichols (mtr #6200) - Question regarding the number of student nurses in the program • 

. _J Ms. Baesler (mtr #6210) • Answeted with detailed lllatlstlcs on the availability ohtudent nurset1, 
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Senate Finance and Taxation Committee 
BiU/Resolution Number S82307 
Hearin& Date February 5, 2003 

Wanda Rose (mtr #45) • Testified in support ofSB2307, spN1k:ina on behalf of the ND School 

Nurse Orpnization and ND Children's Caucus. Written testimony is attached. Also offered and 

amendment to S82307 

, Senator Urlacher (mtr #611) .. What level ofnursina qualifications are we lookina at. 

Ms. Rose (mtr #635) .. We would look at registered nurses with public health experience. 

Mary Kay Herrmann, Director of Fargo Cass Public Health, (mtr #677) • Testified in support of 

S92307. Written testimony is attaclied. 

Rusa Hanson, ND Retail Assn (mtr #1336) - Not opposed to medical program in schools. 

Concerned about the tbndiJlg source. What precedent would be set by proposed source of 

funding. 

Richard Elk- RJR Tobacco Company (mtr #1438)- School nurses do a great job and are 

needed. Why should 22% of smoking citizens in ND be the only funding source. 

Senator Urlacher (mtr #) .. Closed the hearing on SB2307. 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITrEB MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, S92307 

Senate Finance and Taxation Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearifta Date February 5, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
3 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
1749-2700 

Senator Urlacher opened the discussion on SB2307. All committee members are present. This 

bill relates to matching grants for public health agencies for school health services projects, 

Senator Wardner (mtr #1825) • Feels this increase would work, impact not as great. 

Senator Urlacher (mtr #189S) •Isa worthy cause. 

Senator Seymour • Given the testimony, I will support. 

Senator Wardner (mtt # 1960) - Is risky dedicating a tax. 

Senator Syverson (mtr #2008) .. Questioned inhere would be a problem with overfunding. 

Senator Urlacher .. Feels a cap on funds could be added in another committee. 

Senator Wardner (rntr #2199) • moves to accept the amendment prepared by Wanda Rose. 2nd 

by Senator Nichols. Voice vote to adopt the amendment 6 yea, 0 nay, 0 absent, 

Senator Wardner moves a Do Pass as Amended and rerefer to Appropriations. Roll call vote 6 

, ::) yea, 0 nay, 0 absent. Carrier Senator Wardner, 
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FISCAL NOTE 
Req~ by Leglalatlve Cc,uncll 

01/23/2003 

BNI/Readutlon No.: S82307 

1 A. ltate tlaoal effect: Identify the state fl1C81 ew.ot and the ffscal elect on agency appropriations compared to 
fund/no lev.l• and .;.,11on, antJclt'8t.d under current law. 

2001-2003 llenntum 2003-2009 Btennlum 2001-2007 Biennium 
Generll OtherFuncll Gtttwal Other Funcll General othet'Funda 

Fur..d Fund Fund 
RewnUN $4,025,00C 
-- -... .... 
.......... ---- -

1B, Countv. cttv. and school dl•trlct ftecal .w.ct: ldentlfv the ffsoal ef'leot on tne __,_:_te DOl/tlcal subdMslon. 
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 

Sctloot School School 
countlee CltlN Dlatrlcta Counties CltlN Dlatrlcts Counties Cltlea Dlatrlcta 

2. N■mltlve: Identify the aspect• of the messu,. which cause llscal Impact and Include any comments 1'9/evant to 
your analysla. 

SB 2307 ln«eaaes the cigarette tax by $.05 per package of 20 cigarettes. Revenue from this additional tax Is 
depoalted In the achool health services grant fund, We estimate that revenues to this fund will total approx. 
$4,025,000 during the 2003-05 biennium. 

3. stat, flsc■I .rt.ct detall: For Information shown under state llsoal effect In 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts, Provide detsll, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

B. Expendlturu: Explain tht expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
ft•m, and fund affected and the number of FTE posHlons affected, 

C. Approprfat,on,~ Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, wh6n appropriate, of the effect on 
the biennial appropriation for each agancy and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget, lhdlcate t/Ht relat/onshlp betwten the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. 

I 

J 



0 

Amendment to SB 2307 

Section 2. = 2 line 3 after the wont to adlf Jocal Pllblic health unhs who 
are lo partn~ with a school or •... 

Line 4 Add A local health units in partnership with a school or school 
district seeking...... • · 

Submitted by: 

Wanda Rose 
North Dakota School Nurses Organimtion 
North Dakota Children's Caucus 
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30228.0301 
Tltte.0400 

Adopted by the Finance and Taxation 
Committee 

February 5, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2307 

Page 2, Hne 3, after "1Q• 1nsert 11publio heahh unite that are In partnership with• 

· Page 2, llne 4, after •A• Insert •public health unit In partnership with •• 

Renumber accordlngly 

Page No. 1 30228,0301 
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Date: ~ · ') ·~ ~ 
RoJJ Call Vote #: \ 

2003 SENATE ST ANDING COl\fl\11TTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~~~j\ 

Senate Finance and Taxation Committee 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

ActfonTaken ,~ ~~ s:,._~ ~\\:.~. ~u,, ~'i>b~~~\\.).~~" 

Motfon Made By ~»:<.~\:i\t+h, Seconded B~ , N~\'> 

Sena1ort Yet No Senaion Yet No 
' 

Senator Urlacher .. Chalnnan ~ Senator Nichols N 
Senator Wardner .. Vice Chainnan--.. N Senator Seymow-

,_ 
l"'-....1 

Senator Syverson -~ 
Senator TolJefson -l""---..i ,_ 

1---, 

Total (Yes) -·---.....i'°=----- No __ <::)--=-_____ ... ___ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assjgnment ~~ ~s>-~, 
If the vote is on an amendment. briefly indicate intent: 

flit lfel'..,llhf• , ..... en thft ftl■ •rt ICOUf'ttt ...,_...tin of,._,. dtltwrtd to Nodtffl ll'lfOtWtfon lylt• fo, llfol'OfUllfN • ··J· 
Wlf't ffltlld fn the l'IIUltl" oourtt of bulfnt11. Th• phototr-,ihfc, procNt ... t, ,t.,_N61 of tht _,,,., N1tlon1l It.,.,. INUNM ' · , 
CAMI) fot INftfWl 1torof u.. WOTICII If th• fflNd f ... llbovt ft , ... l .. fblt than tht• Notfet, ft ,. U to tht .. lltv of the . . •••nt btt"I f tlMd, .. 

~"ori CCtd ~e\\bcl'k> 1dQa)Q3 . 
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IIIPOflT OP ITANDltCI COIi .. , I 111 (410) 
,...,._,7,IOOl 1:lla.m. 

Modull No: 11144-1141 
Canter: Wll'dner 

ll111rt LC: IOl2I.OI01 TIiie: .0400 

IIDOIIT OP ITANDING COIIIIII ill 
U atll1: l'lnlnoe and Tntllon Commltlll (len. urtaohlr, ChalnW) recommendl 

AlllftalllNTI M POLLOWI and when IO amended, recommandl DO PAN and 
• Mllll'llmlD to the ADDroprlallone ConlmMl1 (8 YEAS, 0 NAVS, 0 ABSENT 
AND NOT VOTING). SB 2SJ1 was placed on the Sbdh order on the calendar. 

Page 2, une 3, after •m• 1n1ert •QYbllc bNJtb unftl that •ct In pa,tnenlhJp wm,• 
Page 2, llne •• after • A• inMrt •publlc bNJtb untt In Pldrwlbm with •• 
Rem.mber accordingly 

(I) DUH. (I) OOiiM Page No. 1 
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2003 SBNA TB ST ANDINO COMMITTBB MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2307 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 2-14-03 

T Number Side A SideB 
l X 

X 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Meter# 
4457-end 
0-1316 

Minutes: ChaJrman Holmberg opened the hearing to SB 2307. A bill relating to matching grants 

for public health agencies for school health services projects, relating to the rate of tax on the sale 

of cigarettes. (Meter 4504) Senator Robinson stated he is the prime sponsor of the bill and in 

consideration of time and I will allow Wanda Rose to testify. (Meter4563) Representative 

Winrich, District 18: He is also a sponsor on this biJJ and supports the committees favorable 

consideration. (Meter 4633) Wanda Rose: See written testimony Exhibit 1. (Meter 5252) S"nator 

Mathern: What the vote in the Human Services committee was? And was there any dolJars 

changes? (Meter 5314) Wanda Rose: The Finance & Tax committee voted DO PASS and the 

only change to the biJJ was an amendment that added a partnership must occur between the 

schools and a local health unit. (Meter 5381) Kirstin Baesler: See written testimony Exhibit 2. 

(met-,r <,068) Senator KJlur: You menti<med $3.00 a year is what the PTO contributes to the 

program. is that the total funding? (Meter 6156) Kirsten: The school board does pledge for the 

first 3-4 hours but with the student population of about 450 students, we would like our school 
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Senate Appropriations Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2307 
Hearing Date 2· 14--03 

nurse there more time during the week so we pledge another $3.000 that allows them to staff our 

school another 3 or 4 hours a week. We have a total of school nurse for 7-8 hours a week, (Meter 

6217) Senator Kilzer: How much money is put in by the school board? (Meter 6235) KJrsten: 

She was not sure, The money that the school board dedicates is distributed amongst the 

elementary schools - there are 5 in Mandan. What we are asking is that we would continue to 

pledge that $3,00 if the nursing staff would be available. 

Tape 1 SldeB 

(Meter 35) Bill Demrey. Principle of Myhre School: He talked about the low income and needy 

students. The number one priority of his staff is getting some medical services such as a school 

nurse for his school. We were able to make a partnership with MedCenter One College of 

Nursing, We are a teaching site so we have student nurses with their instructors three days a 

week. we have one day of service from the city nursing program, and we use some of our federal 

Title I school wide moneys to provide an additional one day, So we are covered for the last seven 

years from 8 am to l pm every day. We have many many medically fragile students in our school 

ranging from implant transplant rejection medications to asthmatic medications that children 

take. Without school nurses, what we had was a situation of the office being overrun with parents 

bring notes to school checking out their children at noon hour, and children coming in the 

secretary's office for their meds. She was not a medical professional. When I have a question 

about a child's medication, I can go and inquire from the nurse or she has the connections to call 

a doctor to verify such infonnation, Without school nurses in school, non professionals have to 

deal with medical situations, some of them life threatening. (Meter 382) Keith Johnson, Hazen 

School Board: In answer to a previous question about how much money the Mandan school 
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Senate Appropriations Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2307 
Hearina Date 2-14-03 

board was putdn1 in, $3,500- a one to one match. Mandan is the only school which we arc 

providing school nursing services because they are a large school and they were able to find a 

little money in their budget. Other schools are so fortunate. On the fiscal impact. is the cigarette 

tax an appropriate place from which to fund this initiative? All you have to do is look at all of the 

other possible sources to realize this is probably the most appropriate. It is not going to come out 

of property tax nor the mills a vote wouldn•t make it, income tax, no probably not, He feels a 

nickel a pack ia not going to be noticed by very many people. (Meter 613) Senator Bowman: He 

made his view point of taxing the students that smoke should pay this tax. We are trying to get 

people from smoking and we know the kids are doing this in theJr cars after school. (Meter 698) 

Keith Johnson: We punish the kids that are smoking by suspending them from school. We deal 

with these situations monthly at the school board meetings, Some students are 18 years old. 

(Meter 768) Senator Thane: Have you addressed taxing of smokeless tobacco? (Meter 855) Keith 

Johnson: I would be open to that. (Meter 915) John Job. AMCON Distribution Company: See 

written testimony Exhibit 3, I am not opposed to school heruth but I am opposed to the way the 

revenue is raised. (Meter 1 t 62) Senator Mathern: How does ND tax compare with the other 

states around us? Do people come from different states to buy here? (Meter 1168) John Job: 

Taxes in ND $4.40. MN $4,80. SO $3.30, MT $1.80 WY $ 1.20 per carton, In Moorhead and 

Grand Porks have people crossing over, (Meter 1316) Vice Chairman Orindberg closed the 

hearing to SB 2307 
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2003 SENA TB ST ANDINO COMMfITBE MINUTES 

BIU.JRBSOLUTION NO. SB 2307 Votes 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

Cl Conference Committee 

Hearing Date Feb. 19, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB Meter# 
#2 X 60 M 188 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

SB 2307 relating to the cigarette tax. 

Motion by Stnator Matbem, seconded by Senator Robinson for a DO PASS. 

Senator Holmbera explained that it was a bi11 that added 5 cents to cigarettes and dedicates the 

money to public health agencies for school health services projects. 

Roll call vote was taken, which is attached. Total 8 y~ 6 noes, 0 absent and not voting. 

Motion carried. Senator Roblmon will carry the bHl to the floor. 
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Date: 
RoJI Call Vote#: 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILURESOLUTION NO. ~3CJ? 

Senate Appropriations 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken ~ f IJ S.S -----...........a....::.... ___________ _ 

Motion Made By 2h~ Seconded By --~-~ ... _.,,'J.,l,g.utn.£~~ .. o,~---

Senaton Yes No Senaton Yet No 
Senator Holmberg. Chairman ✓ 
Senator Bowman, Vice Chair V" 

Senator Grindber2. Vice Chair ✓ 
Senator Andrist V 
Senator Christmann .,_.; 

Senator Kilzer v 
Senator Krauter V" 
Senator Krinastad V 
Senator Lindaas V 
Senator Mathern V 
Senator Robinson v 
Senator Schobinaer v 
Senator Tallackson ✓ 

Senator Thane t/ 

Total (Yes)---~$ ___ No _lt, -----------
Absent _.e.--

Floor Assignment R ~s ~ .. 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Th• 111el'Otf•f• t .... en thf• f H• •r• aoeur•t• ......,_uon1 of recordl •lfYtrtd to Modtm lnfot111tton tvtt• for ■terof1lll1na · 
wer• ffl■ed tn tht reoul1r oour•• of bultn111. Tht phot09raphfc proo1t1 ... t, 1tlf'dtrdl of th• Alltl'tean N1ttonal lt..,.rdl lnetltutt 
(MIii) for 1rchfY1l 1tcroftl1. NOTICII If th• ftltild , ... lbovt fl lttl lttfblt than thtl Notice, ft h M to tht qUllf ty of the 
docMlnt bttnt fHMtd. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
Februlry 11, 2003 12:UO p.m. 

Module No: SR-324272 
Carrler:Roblnaon 

lnNl'I LC: • Title: • 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
88 2307, • engl'ONN: ADoroPrlatlon• CommlttN (Sen. Holmbtra, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (8 YEAS, 6 NAYS. OABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engroaed SB 2307 wu placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar, 

(2) DE8t<, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-32•3272 
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L. Th• 1111cro,rtphfc flllltff on thf• fflM •r• 1ccur1tt l'tprccblttont of recordt dtltvtrtd to Modtrn lnforNtton tyatlN for 11fcroffl1triig tnd 
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(ANSI) for 1rchlv1l mtcroftl~. NOTICEI Jf tht ftllllld lflllOt tboVt ,. L••· leotblt thin thf• Natfc1, ft f1 dlJt to tht qualttv of tht 
dooUNnt bt Int fi l llltd, 
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;·~ February 2003 
1 RE: School Nurses 

As a teacher for over 30 years, I am very aware of the need for 
schools to have a nurse in the building. I would like to share a few stories 
that show how important it Is. 

About five years ago, as I was greeting my kindergartners, I noticed 
one little girl whose eyes were yellow. I asked her If she was sick, and she 
said, no. She seemed ok, and because she had a rather dark complexion, I 
couldn't tell if she was pale, an Indication I often used to evaluate a sick 
child. I was caught up In the busyness of 20 five year olds, and teaching, 
and so I waited for a while before I called the office to see if the nurse could 
come and look at this girl. By this time, the child said she didn't feel well, and 
I made a bed for her to lie on. As soon as the nurse looked at her, she said 
we needed to call her home. But the family had no phone. The nurse took 
the child home, and asked if they had noticed their daughter's eyes. The 
mother said yes, they had been that way all weekend. The nurse explained 

- the the child needed to see a doctor right away, and made arrangements. 
The child was air ambulanced to the U. of Minnesota Hospital where she 
underwent a liver transplant a few days later. She a alive and well today. I 
am convinced that she would not have survived had we not had a nurse on 
duty. 

:~ Another case was a girt who seemed lethargic, and kept falling 
....,_) asleep. She went to the pm kindergarten, and we did not have nurses after 

1 pm. I called the parents several times saying I thought something was 
wrong. Both parents worked, and different people watched the child during 
the day. Some members of the family had flu, and they thought she might 
have it. Several days went by before thel' finally took her to the doctor, who 
said she was so severely dehydrated that she was close to collapse. f am 
sure a nurse would have recognized the signs. I had not. 

In 1963, I was teaching first grade In Baltimore, MD. There was a full
time nurse in our building. One day, as I was standing at my classroom door 
watching children hang up coats, a nine year old boy from across the hall, 
suddenly cried out "My head hurts", and collapsed on the floor. His teacher 
called the nurse, who was there within two minutes. The child died almost 
Instantly of a brain aneurysm. But the parents did not have to wonder If he 
might have survived If a medical person had been available. 

In these times, parents and teachers are stressed. A sick child can be 
overlooked. In the bustle of getting out in the morning, many times a child 
arrives at school sick. It is hard for untrained medical personnel to evaluate 
whether or not a child needs to go home. And it Is hard for a teacher to take 
care of a sick child. and run a classroom. Every school should have a nurse. 

Janet Merrill 
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TESflMONY ON SB 2307 
SENATE FINANCE AND TAX COMMl'ITEE 
Felwmy 5, 2003 
KintmBaellet 
Fort Uncoln Blememary School PTO President 
701 -226-1491 
bwled@bia.midco.net 

MiMet Chairman. Members of the Committee: 

•, 

My D1UDe ii Kirsten Baesler. I 1111 here today to speak in &vor of Sedate Bill 

2307, and to urp )VU to support it. I cunently aerve 81 PrenleJlt ofFort Lincoln 

ElelNGtlry School's Panmt Teacher Orpniation. I have t.en an active member oftJiat 

PTO liace tbe_lChool flnt opened in Aupat 1994, and~ in all toles oftbe 

Bxecutiw "Board. 

In 1998 a School Nune Proaram beaan in Mandan. This proaram wa ihnded 

/) with a Statewide Systems Dewq,med Initiative pit and West Central Partnenbip 

money. At the conclusion of the 1998-1999 school year it became necessary to find 

aJtemative D1MDI of 6mdin1 fi>r tJm proaram- So in the &11 ~f 1999 the ~And•o School 

Board approved aome money ftom its budaet, and the Fort Lb:oht PTO pJedied $3,000 

a year to Custer District Health Unit fur school nutse services. We have been payina this 

$3,000 tJWJrY year ewr since. 

0 

Custer District Health Unit visits five elementary scbooJs in Mandan fbr about 3-4 

hours a week,with the school boll'd's budget money. In addition to thele 3-4 houra, they 

..w Fort Lincoln another fi>ur homs a week paid ror &om PTO monies. Two student 

manes iom area nursina proarams are also available Weclneadays and Thundays durina 

their IChool termt. 

'rtlt .tor--ft ,..., M tttfa ffl• 1rt aoour1tt ..._..,.ttON of rtoorcla •lfwf'tcl to NOdtm l11fotWtfon IYlt• for ■tel'tftl-1"1 .:..· J···. : 
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I am pardcularly dedicated to the Scbool Nune Pn,lfllD not only bee■• I • a 

.,... and conceaned about the Mlllth and well beinf of my children aad their 

ICboahnetH, but allo ...,_ of the experiences I haw hid in my prolutonal Ute. I 

haw been a public tohool eq,loyee since 1991. At times, I haw been placed in tbe Vf1fY 

uncombtlble position of dilpemiq medication 01· treatina' mjuriel of a llltln, which I 

felt I wu not fully captble of treaiaa. Not dllt tbe injuriel we aewte or the medical 

conditiom chronic, it wajuat that I haw little knowledp oftbe medical fleld. In 

lddltion to my lack oflmowledp or prior trainina, t hid no oae to contact t,, mpport; no 

telOurce penoa to Ilk qu11do111. The Scbool Nune P!Opam ctw...,. tb1t tit,~ It 

pnmdel that q,port and N10UrCO b achool aft and &mi!let. 

m1 law become., pmaJem in our public ~ls. It ii DIICh cldam 

tmn in tbe pllt. My teacher kept a bottle of St. 1oaej)b A,pirin in her des drawer i,r tbe 

nre complaint of an ache or tv.o by one ofber students. That wu itl Now it is not 

uncommon to ftnd more thl1l 20 cWferem prelClipdoil drup bl tbe aecretary'• of&ce 

waitma to be dilpemecl to ltUdmta. 

I can recall a mamber of occaiona aa an educator, when I eacouatered 

p111C1iptkm medicines Nat to ICbool in a Tupperware container. No oriafnal p10kap 

tom which I could read directiou, name, do111~ preacribina doctor or diltribudna 
. ' 

pblnmcy. III couldn't oontlct a parent or pardiln. wu I to rely on the student'• 
• 

' 
penonal recollection ofwben, why and bow much wu needed? Sometimes._ 

lt»dente were 6 or 7 ,_.. oldl How 'WOndertb1 it would haw been to COlltlCt a lCbool 

nune. who wu flunfllat with my ailldeats and could help me determine whit the belt 

_., ....... , COUl'II of acdon WU. 

flit lier•••• , .... on tflft fH• 1tt aoour1t1 "•••tfw of r..:ordl •uvtrtd to NodlM lnfo..tton IYlt• fo, •fol'tfHlfl'll ~· J. · 
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The partnership with Custer District Health Unit aerves us well Durina the first 

nine weeks of10bool this year, the Fort Lincoln school staff administered 370 

prescription meda. The 10hool DUl'le admintstmed 226, but bad numerous consults with 

teacben and staff when she wu not available to personally dispense the medication. 65 

ltUdenta came t.o aee the oune because of accidents, and 25 students came tbr genmal 

health auetsments. The school nurse also participated in two con.cults with physicians 

durina this 9-week period. The student mnes ~ 8 Hand Washing lessons, 6 

Hyp,De lessons, and 13 Heart Healthy lessons. 

l'w alrady stated that our mhook aren't what they uaed to be. Today's students 

haw many different needs. At the begiMing of each school year, ~ parent at Fort 

Lincoln receives a beeltb G>rm to fill out that provides our school nurse with infurmation 

OD the needs of out children. The school nurse compiles_ sorts and organius these forms, 

then shares the information with administration and staff so all can be proactive in 

ensuring good health of our children while they are attending school The special needs 

discovered this year at Fort Lincoln are: 

• 1 serious 1bod aller&Y- thus all school staff were trained OD the use of the 
life •villa Bpi-pen 

• 6 st11deats have a history of seizures which range in severity 
• 4 students are allergic to bee stings - one is life..threatenina 
• 2 students experience incapacftatfna headaches for which meds are kept at 

school 
• . 16 students receive 19 meds a day - mostly for ADHD or other behavioral 

problems 
• there are 22 astbmadcs who range in severity of attacks 

My experiences are not isolated and these numbers are not umque. That is why 

when our PTO bad the opportunity to do something about this situation and financially 

aupport a School Nurse Proaram, we did itf 

.1,, 
• .'• ~• - I''. . 
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Thia is the murth yw that we have provided fbadfna fbr the School Nune 

Prop-am and, aJthouah the lel'Vices are very much needed, the financial burden is 

becomina heavy lbr our small orpnmtion. I 8111 ukma you to help us, .•• and others, 

becaWle ICbool health wvices are needed across North Dakota. You now have the 

opportunity to provide a 10urce A,r matching grants to public health 111em,ies tbr achool 

health aerv1ce projects. Please show your concern for the health ud well beina of today's 

ltudeata.by supportina Senate Bill 2307. 

Thank you, Senator Urlacber and committee. I appreciate you takina the time to 

-
listen to my view. I ,w,uld be happy to answer any questions. 

Th• ateroe,•t• , ..... on ttif• ffl1 1rt acourett reprufuettn of rteotdl •Uwt'td to Nodtm tnfCM'Mltf on lylt• fo, 1forofH•lnt w 
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Testimony on SB 2307 
February S, 2003 

Senate Finance and Taxation Committee 
By 

Wanda Rose 
North Dakota School Nurse Organization 

& 
North Dakota Children's Caucus 

Chairnum Urlacher and Members of the Senate Finance and Taxation Committee. I 
am Wanda Rose speaking on behalf of the North Dakota School Nurse Organiution 
and North Dakota Children's Caucus. 

SB 2307 provides a funding avenue to enhance school nursing programs already in 
place and to assist in the development of new school nursing programs. Attempts 
have been made since 199S to identify a revenue source to fund school health 
programs. This bill will allow for a two and one-half mill per cigarette tax, which 
equals about a 5 cent increase on a pack of cigarettes. The money will go into a 
school health services grant fund and be distributed by the State Health Department. 
Local health units who create a partnership with schools can receive grant money to 
enhance or create school health services. To obtain the grant a 1: 1 match for the 
requested doUars must occur. 

North Dakota School Nurse Organization and ND Children's Caucus urges your 
support on SB 2307. 

In a Bismarck school a student comes to the nurses office with difficulty breathing. 
The nurse reviews the student health rer.ord and learns the student is diagnosed with 
asthma. The nurse identifies the inhaler the child is carrying is not a rescue inhaler. 
Rather, the inhaler sent to school by the parent is used for long-tenn treatment and 
will not relieve an acute asthma attack. The nurse cans the parent and explains the 
situation. The parent is able to bring the appropriate inhaler to schooJ. A plan is 
developed with the student and parent to avoid carrying the wrong inhaler and a plan 
on how to manage the asthma symptoms at school. 

In this case. an emergency is averted and the child remains in school because a school 
nurse was on the premises. 

, , 
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Asthma can be life-threatening. Asthma symptoms can get out of control, causing 
what is commonly called and asthma attack or asthma episode. A child can die from a 
bad asthma episode. An asthma attack may come on suddenly, requiring school staff 
to respond to a life-threatening emergency. 

Asthma is the single largest reported health reason for school absence, accounting for 
20-300/4 of school absenteeism. More than 10 million schoo] days are missed annually 
due to asthma, However, most asthma episodes can be prevented with the proper care 
and attention along with clear communication between parents and school staff. 

Asthma is just o.ne chronic condition that is keeping students out of school. There are 
many others and the price is being paid by the students-with their education. 

School nurses promote health an1j safe environments for school children. Public and 
private school systems need more school nurses. Funding for school hea)th programs 
is very limited while the number of students with chronic illness is on the rise. School 
nurses can be the key to keeping our students healthy and productive. 

The school nurse is the link to students' health, their parents and community health 
providers. The school nurse is the link to further treatmentt able to ref er the student to 
community health care providers for more serious medical attention. 

The presence of a school nurse not only provides an appropriate setting for health 
assessment and treatment with the school, but a lawful one. In the last several years 
laws have been passed that mandate the need for alJ students, regardless of their hea1th 
concerns, be gjven the opportunity for and education. 

IDEA, which was enacted in 1975 mandates that all children receive a free, 
appropriate pub1ic education regardless of the ]eve) or severity of their disability, A 
recent legal case taken to the Supreme Court confirmed that nursing ~~ertices are a 
vital "related service'' needed to ensure that students receive a free appropriate public 
education under IDEA. Children and adolescents with chronic illness experience more 
academic difficulty than their health peers. According to a study of special education 
students forty five percent (45%) of the student with chronic illness report falling 
behind in their school. 

Chronic illness such as asthma. diabetes, hemophilia~ cystic fibrosis, and cancer 
require day to day management. The treatment of chronic illness emphasizes the 

Tht ■ferotr•f• f ..... on thf• ffl• •r• accur1t1 ...-ocl,ctfone of reoordl •ttwred to Modern JnforMtfon IYlt• for ■torofH1tne Ind 
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management of symptoms, prevention of complications, and promotion ofhea)th. A 
nurse, thus decreasing absenteeism, can do this day-to-day management. 

Currently in North Dakota, there is 1 nurse for every 6,482 students. The National 
Association of School Nurses recommends: 

• One nurse for no more than 750 student in schools with general school 
population. 

• One nurse for no more than 225 for students in the mainstreamed population. 
• One nurse for no more than 125 students in the severely chronically ill or 

developmentally population. 

In order to provide the quality of health services in a safe environment North Dakota 
needs more school nurses. 
We need to increase assess to fun.ding for school nurses. 
The lives and education of our students is depending on it. 

In Mandan, a special education class went outdoors to enjoy a sunny wann May day. 
The special education teacher applied sunscreen on a special needs student confined to 
a wheel chair to prevent sunburn. Shortly after application of the sunscreen, the child 
began to experience respiratory distress. The nurse was called and recognized 
symptoms of an allergic reaction and identified the sunscrec;n as the factor causing the 
reaction. The nurse immediately began to wash off the sunscreen before paramedics 
arrived. 

In this case, the life of a student was saved because a school nurse was on the 
premises. This student now has an Epi pen and an emergency plan developed. 

An active school nurse in the school system promotes decreased absenteeism and 
improved educational productivityJ which is important with President Bush's 
Educational Plan "Leave No Child Behind••. The nurse helps identify and create 
emergency plans to prevent lif e .. threatening events. Students will be in school more 
and perform at a higher level when they are healthy. 

You Cannot Afford Not To Have A School Nurse. 

I urge a DO PASS on SB 2307 
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SENATE BILL 2307 
FINANCE AND TAXATION COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY I, 2003 

Senator Urtaoher and committee members. My ttame la Mary Kay Herrmann, 
Director of Fargo Ca11 Public Health. I am here on behaff of the Fargo Casa 
Board of Health and the City of Fargo fn support of a sales tax on cigarettes to 
fund a school health grant program. This program would provide funding of 
school nurses similar to our pilot project In Cass County. 

Fargo Cass Public Health is pres.ently providing school health services In 
collaboration with Fargo, Kindred, Central Casa, and Northern Cass Public 
School, and Oak Grove Lutheran School. This program la In Its first year of a 
five year pllot project funded In partnership with the Dakota Medical Foundation, 
the schools, and Fargo Casa Public Health. Attached la a five year projected 
budget for the project. 

The primary goals Include: 
1) Improve student and family access to health services In the community: 
2) Provide early Identification, referral and follow-up of students e>cperienang 
unresolved health problems such as asthma, vision problems, and depresalon; 
3) Determine the current compliance rate for follow-up on health screening 
referrals such as health Insurance resources: 
4) Implement school-wid~ disease prevention and health promotion campaigns 
consistent with healthy people 201 O such as better nutrition and decreased 
tobacco use: . 
5) Provide students with safe ·medication administration, treatment of Illness and 
injury, and professional health eonsultatlon. 

The student nurse ratio for the project Is approximately one nurse to 1300 
students. The National Association of School Nurses suggests the k:teal ratio to 
be one nurse to 750 students. However this project would not have happened If 
we had gone with that ratio. We wanted to be realistic about what would be 
sustainable In our schools. · 

In addition to nurses we have placed nurse assistant& that are medication 
certified to give medlcatior,a and provide first aid over the noon hour In schools 
that have high numbers of medications being distributed. Thia la alt done under 
the direction and supervision of the reglatered school nurse. 

This particular project with Dakota Medical Foundation la new however, Fargo 
Casa Public Health has been Involved In school health since 1991. We have 
developed working relatlonahlpa with sohool administration and ataff, which allow 
us to better serve the students. Fargo Casa Public Health lnltlally started with the 
f argo school district, and four years ago added three rural school dl1trtota. 
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The following are some examples of the problems that the school nurses work 
~th on a regular basis and the Interventions they carry out In the school setting. 

• The nurse was seeing a student with frequent sore throats; she called 
the mother about the large tonslls·and the three recent positive strep 
cultures. The student saw an ENT and had their ton sits removed. 

• A student w~a seen for complaints of a sore throat, but really needed 
to talk to someone about being physically abused the night before. 
The nurse contacted social services and the student was taken to a 
safe location. The student Is now back In the home with services In 
the home, The student comes to the nurses' office teas frequently due' 
to the fact that there are some services helping with the home 
situation, 

• A student with acute symptoms of eating disorder was referred to the 
physician and she did receive IVs and Is now under medical care. 

• The school nurse meets weekly with the principals and school 
counselors to assess the needs and concerns of particular students. 

• The school nurses are providing yearly In-service updates to staff on 
the correct usage of the Epi pen for emergency use. 

• In the secondary level there Is a group of diabetic students who meet 
monthly to discuss their concems, Issues and to learn new 
Information related to diabetes. This group Is co-facllltated by the 
school nurse and a local college student who has diabetes. Also a 
task force with nurses and parents of diabetic children has been 
developed to collaborate on the care of students ~th diabetes in the 
school district. 

During 2002 there were 43,204 visits to the school nurses office for various 
health related problems. In additional 895 visits were made by the school nurse 
to special education students. The total student population In the Cass County 
schools that we served I$ approxlmatety 13,655. 

Funding for the school health services program has always been shared 
between the schools, the health department and grants from Dakota Medical 
Foundation and the Region V CSCC. The cost per student for this school year 
will be approxlmately twenty five dollars. 

Parents are ultimately responsible for their students health, however at times 
some parents are unaware of their child's' health related Issues and are 
unaware of the services available to them, Nurses make referrals for health 
care, dental care, mental health services, social services, the chHdren's health 
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insurance program, and to many other community resources, Afl referrals are 
made In coordination wtth the parent If one la avalfable. 

Parent involvement la key to a 1ucceMful school nurse program. In the Fargo 
Public Schools • Health Service• Committee waa eatabllahed to provide 
overtlght and policy recommendation to the school health servlcN program. 
The Health Service• Commtttee Is made up of school administration, teachers, 
achoot NCretarie1, lchool board members, PTA representation, and school 
nursea. 

The IChool environment ha, changed over the last decade and the need and 
demand for nursing 1ervicel on site ~t the lchool continues to grow. By 
allocating funding for IChool health program,, current program, such as what 
we are doing In Fargo and Cau county can be enhanced and plaCN In the 
state with no programa in place wlH be allowed to provide this basic service. 

Teachers uy one of the greateat problems they see today la poor heatth of 
atudenta. Children need to be healthy to leam and they need to leam to be 
healthy. Public Health Departments In collaboration with schools can make that 
happen. 

At a Public Health Department, we feel that this partnership with schools 
beneflta the ht'atth of our atudenta and the health of our community, When 
children enter our schools they continue to be part of the community and when 
they leave our 1t.mools fc>r the day they are atJII students. It la a truly a 
partnership In enhanoln" public health In our community. 

Thank you. 
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TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET 

-) 

ORGANIZATION NAIIE: FARGO CASSPUBUC HEALTH 

PROJECT TITLE: Fargo Cm Public Health School Nursing 

{You may twe on this form or reproduce it on your comouter.} 
Pecsonnel 
FARGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
RN Manager .4 FTE 3 hrsfday at $30/hrfor 175 days $15,750 $16,222 $16,709 $17,210 $17,726 
RN 5.75 FTE 46 hrsfday at $22.70/hrfor 175 days $182,735 $188,217 $193,863 $199,679 $205.669 
LPN .5 FTE 4 hrs/day at$151hrfor 175 days $10,500 $10,815 $11,139 $11,473 $11,816 
Med Aide 3.75 FTE 30 hrs/day at $11/hrfor 175 days $57,750 $59.482 $61,267 $63,105 $64~998 
RURAL CASS COUNTY 
RN 1.5 FTE 12 hrs/day at $22-70/hrfor 175 days $47,670 $49,100 $50,573 $52.090 $53,653 
OAKGROVE 
RN .4FTE 3tvsfday at $22.7Qn,rfor 175 days $11.917 $12.274 $12.642 $13,021 $13,412 
TrainlnglContinu Education 
National School Nurses Confelence $2.000 $2.000 $2.000 $2,000 $2.000 
Continuing Education $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 
Reference materialslbrochures $800 $500 $500 $400 $400 
()peratioftal 
PrinlinglCopyin $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 
Mileage at .3651mile $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 
Office Supplies $200 $200 $200 $200 $200 
lledlcal Supplies 
(1) Keystone, (10) Otoscopes, (10) BP cuffs. 
(10)Sf81hosc9pes $4,000 $200 $200 $200 $200 
Information Technology 
Laptop $4.000 
Software School Nursing $2.000 

YEARONE YEAR.TWO YEARlHREE YEARFOUR YEARFNE 
TOTALAIIOUNT: 

$340,122 $340,310 $350,393 $380.871 $S71.374 

< 17 

------------- --- . 
':"~-::.~~~'.:-\":::;",!~~~;:;...~ ~ 

• WWW W C 

7 

i• 
fl 

~~ 

-

.. 



.. 

0 

L 

Testimony 

Senate BIii 2307 

Senate Finance and Taxation Committee 

February 5, 200~ 

9:15 a.m. 

North Dakota Department of Health 

Good momlng Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Finance and Taxation 
Committee. My name is Kim Senn, and I am a Nurse Consultant for the North Dakota 
Department of Health's Division of Maternal and Child Health. I am pleased to provide 
Information about sch<.>ol health services. 

The school environment has changed slgnlfloantly over the past few decades. 
Increasing numbers of children who have special health care needs related to Illnesses 
such as asthma, cancer, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, diabetes and muscular 
dystrophy attend school regularly. These children require careful attention to ensure 
optimal health outcomes. Teachers, secretaries and other school staff often provide 
health services to these children. Although school personnel can be taught to respond 
to routine health Issues. professional health judgment and assessment skUls are needed 
to adequately respond to children who have special haalth care needs. In addition, 
performing these tasks takes time away from student education. 

The behavior problems and rlsk .. taklng behaviors of children and adolescents also 
continues to be a major source of public concern. Risk-taking behaviors such as 
fighting, substance abuse, suicide and sexual activity have harmful. even deadly 
consequences. 

Schoof nurses are the main component In a school health service program. They have 
the educatlont training and expertise to partner with children, famllles, school staff and 
the community to safeguard children's health In the school setting. The National 
Association of School Nurses recommends one nurse for every 750 general education 
students. Currently In North Dakota, there Is one nurse for every 6,482 students. 

In North Dakota, school health nursing services mainly are provided through the local 
public health units. Public health nurses have expertise In pediatric and public health 
nursing with strong health promotion, assessment and referral skills, 

The school health services provided by the local public health units vary greatly 
throughout the state. Some schools receive school health services on a regular basis; 
other schools have access to school health services for only a few hours a week or not 
at all, 
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There le a growing awareness of the important link between health and· eduoatton. 
Children need to be healthy to leam, and they must learn to be healthy, School health 
service• can advance health and wellness by providing a wide range of health~related 
activities driven by the needs of lndlvldual schools and communities. 

The Department of Health la pleased to provide this information about school health 
services. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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Tettimo■y o■ SB 2307 
February 14, 2003 

Senate Appropriations Committee 
By 

WandaRose 
North Dakota School Nurse Organization 

& 
North Dakota Children's Caucus 

Chairman Holmberg &nd Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
I am Wanda Rose speaking on behalf of the North Dakota School Nurse 
Organization and North Dakota Children's Caucus. 

SB 2307 provides a fundin~ .1venu" to assist in the esw blishment of a school 
.health services program and to enhance school health programs already in 
place. Since 1995, legislation has been introduced to fund school health 
programs. However, the legislation was unsuccessful due to lack of funding 
resources. A reasonable source of funding is being purposed in SB 2307. 

S82307 places a two and one-heJf mill increase per cigarette tax on a pack 
of cigarettes. This equals 5 cents per pack of cigarettes. This has the 
potential of generating approximately 4 mi11ion dollars per biennium. The 
monies will go into a -whool health ~rvices grant fund and be distributeJ by 
the State Health Department to schools who have a partnership with local 
health units. To obtain grant funds a 1: 1 match must occur. 

Changes in society, access to health care, education, and the family hav,, 
increased the need and demand for school health service~. For example, 
schools mum: cope with problems caused by immigration, homeleJ,ness, 
divorce, remaniage, poverty, substance abuse and violence, all of which 
impact health. In addition, the number of children with chronic conditions 
continue to rise. 

For example, Asthma. According to the National Center for Hea1.th Statistics 
nearly one in 13 school-aged children has asthma. Asthma is the most 
common chronic disease of childhood. Over the past 1 S years asthma 
increased significantly in both numbers and severity. Asthma is the single 
largest reported hewth ..,..,anon for school absence, accounting for 2()...500/4 of 
school absenteeism. Asthma can be a life threatening condition if not 
managed properly. However, with the assistance of a school nurse, most 

TM llfo,otr•t• , ..... on tlltt ff l• 1r1 eecuret• ,..,._...ttw of recordl •l twrtcl to Modern lnfM"Mttton tvtt• for ■toftft l■1"1.,... J 
..,.. ftlllld tn tht reeut1r COUf'II of Mfnttt. Tht phototrephfc procHt _,. ttandlrdt of tht •rtOM Nltfwl ltandlNM lnttftutt 
(MIi) fOf' lrehtwl ■tcrofH1. NOTICII If tht fllNd , ... lboYt la lHt lttlb~• thin thit Notice, ft ft U to tht qualftv o, tftl ' 
-..nt bth'II f tllld, ' 
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~ asthma episodes can be prevented with the proper care and attention along 
► with clear communication between parents and school staff. 

Asthma is just one chronic condition that is keeping students out of school. 

i 
There are many others such as; diabetes, hemophilia, cystic fibrosis, and 

' cancer. , 
/• 
" IDEA, which was enacted in 1975, mandates that all children receive a free, f 
r appropriate public education regardless of the level or severity of their 

~ 
disability. A recent legal case taken to the Supreme Court confmned that 

i nursing services are a vital "related service" needed to ensure that students 
receive a free appropriate public education under IDEA. Children and 

I adolescents with chronic illness experience more academic difficulty than i 
their health peers. According to a study of special education students, forty t 
five percent ( 45%) of the student with chronic illness report falling behind in ~, 

I: l ,, 
I their school. The price is being paid by the stut~ents-with their education ~j 

I The treatment of chronic illness emphasizes the management of symptoms, 
prevention of complications, and promotion of health. A nurse can provide I 

,:, this day-to--day management and thus decrease absenteeism. 

In addition to managing chronic illnesses the bt·1havior problems and risk 
taking behaviors of children &rld adolescents also r.oi,tinues to be a major 
source of concern. According to the 2001 Youth Rh,k B,:ha· iiior Survey 
(YRBS) report published in the June 28, 2002, edition of the Iv1orbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), North Dakota leads the nation with the 
highest incidence rate reported by students in grades nine through 12 for the ·• 
fotlowing risk behaviors: 

• Current alcohol use (59.2%) 
• Binge drinking (41.5%) 

• Current cigarette use (35.3%) 

• Riding with a driver who had been drinking (43.5%) 

• Driving after drinking alcohol (26.8%) 
' • Rarely or never wearing a motorcycle helmet ( S2.00/4) I 
! • Alcohol or drug use at last sexual intercourse (33.5%) 
I • Trying to lose weight ( 4 7 .6%) 
l 
I 
I 

Given this complicated picture, it is important to strengthen and expand 
. ,,·1~ 

school health/nursing services offered to our children in North Dakota. \ 
,_,J 
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Let's look at school nursing in ND. A few school districts in J'-Tmth Dakota 
employ nurses, while othen contract with public health nurses on a part-time 
basis. However, most schoolchildren in North Dakota do not have regular 
access to a school nurse. The ratio of school nurses to students in North 
Dakota is one nurse for every 6,482 students. This is considerably lower 
than the Healthy People 2010 goal of one nurse for every 7S0 students. 

Public and private schools need more school nurses. School nurses can be 
the key to keeping our students healthy and productive. 

✓ In order to provide quality health services in • ufe environment, 
North Dakota needs more school nurses. 

✓ We need to increase assess to fundin1 for school nurses. 

✓ The lives and education of our students is dependina on it. 

I want to leave you with this scenario. 

In Mandan, a special education class went outdoors to enjoy a sunny warm 
May day. To prevent sunburn the special education teacher applied 
sunscreen on a student confined to a wheel chair. Shortly after application 
of the sunscreen, the child began to experience difficulty breathing. The 
nurse was called and the nurse recognized the symptoms of an allergic 
reaction. The nurse detennined the sunscreen as the factor causing the 
reaction. The nurse immediately began to wash off the sunscreen. The 
symptoms subsided. 

In this caset the life of a student was saved because a school nurse was on 
the school premises. This student now has an Bpi pen and an emergency 
plan to avert future episodes. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
} 
I 
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A school nurse in the school system: 
• Promotes decreased absent,,eism and improved educational 

productivity. 

• Helps identify and create emergency plans to prevent life-threatening 
events. 

• Assists in the day-to-day management of chronic illnesses. 

Students who are healthy will perform at a higher level. 

Yo■ Caa•t Afford Not To Have A Se•ool Nane. 

I ... a DO PASS OD SB 2307 
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SENATE APPROPRATIONS COMMITl'EE 
February 14, 2003 
Kirsten BaesJer 
Fort Lincoln Elementary School PTO President 
baeslerS@bis. midco .net 

Mister Chairman. Members of the Committee: 

My name is Kirsten Bacsler. lam here today to speak in favor of Senate Bill 

2307, and to urg~ you to support it. I currently smve as President of Port Lincoln 

Elementary School's Parent Teacher Organizatio~ I baye been an active member of that 

PTO since the school first opened in August 1994, and served in all roles ofthe 

Executive Boar.d. 

In 1998 a School Nurse Program began in Mandan. This program was funded 

with a Statewide Systems Development Initiative pant and West Central Partnership 

money. At the conclusion of the 1998-1999 school year it became necessary to find 

alternative means of funding for this program. So in the fall <\f 1999 the Mandan School 

Board approved some money froni its budget, and the Fort Lincoln PTO pledg~ $3,000 . 
a year to Custer District Health Unit for school nurse 5'1'Vices. We have been paying this 

$3,000 every year ever since. 

Custer District Health Unit visits five elementary schools in Mandan for about 3-4 

hours a week with the school board's budget money. In addition to these 3-4 hours. they 

serve Fort Lincoln another four hours a week paid for from PTO monies. Two student 

nurses from area nursing programs are aJso available Wednesdays and Thursdays during 

their school tenns. 

I am partfou.larly dedicated to the School Nurse Program not onJy because I am a 

parent and concerned about the health and well being of my children and their 

I 
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schoolmates, but also because of the experiences I have had in my professional life. I 

have been a public school employee since 1991. At ti.mes, ( have been placed in the very 

WICOmfortable position of dispensing medication or treating injw-ies of a nature, which I 

felt I was not fully capable of treating. Not that the injuries were severe or the medical 

conditiom chronic, it was just that [ have little knowledge of the medical field. In 

addition to my lack of knowledge or prior training, I had no one to contact for support; no 

resource person to ask questions. The School Nurse Program changes that situation. It 

provides that support and resource for school staff' and families. 

Medications have become so prevalent in our public schools. It is not uncommon 

to find roore than 20 different prescription drugs in the secretarfs office waiting to be 

dispensed to students. How wonderful it is to contact a school nurse, who is fitmiliar with 

the students and ~ help detennine what is needed in certain situati<,ns. 

The partnership with Custer District Health Unit serves us welt During the first 

nine weeks of school this year, the Fort Lincoln school staff administered 370 

prescription meds. The school nurse administered 226, but had numerous consults with 

teachers and staff when she was not available to personally dispense the medication. 6S 

students came to see the nurse because of aooidentst and 25 students came for general 

health assessments, The school nurse also participated in two consults with physicians 

during this 9-~k period. The student nurses presented 8 Hand Washing lessons. 6 

Hygiene lessonsJ and 13 Heart Healthy lessons. 

Today's students have many different needs. At the beginning of each school 

year, every parent at Fort Lincoln receives a health form to fill out that provides our 

school nurse with information on the needs of our children. The school nurse compiles, 
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/''-•\ IOrta and orpaizea tbele fbnm, then ... the intormadon with adminiltndon and ltd 

ao all can be pl'OICtiw in emurina aood health of our children while they n attendq 

1ebooL The~ needs dilco'Wl'ed thit year at Fort Lincoln are: 

• 1 aerioua mod alJeray- tlu all achoo! stafrwere trained on the UN ·or the 
life •vina Bpi-pen 

• 6 students haw a hiltory of seizures which J'lll8e in severity 
• 4 students me alletp, to bee sdnp - one is life-threatenina 
• 2 students experience incapacitatfna healdaclies for which meds are bpt 'i:t 

sbool · . 
• 16 studeots receive 19 ftWldl a day 
• there are 22 asthmatics who rqe in severity of attacks -

My experiences are not isolated and these numbers are not unique. That is why 

when our Pro had the opportunity to do something about this situation and financ18lly 

support a School Nune Proaram, we did id 

Thi, is the tburth year that we have provided fuming fi>r the School Nurae 

Program and, although the services are very much needed, the fioaocid burden is 

becomina heavy fur our small organization. I am asking you to help Wit ••• and othez:st 

because school health services are needed across North Dakota. You now ha~ the 

opportunity to provide a source for matching grants to public health agencies fbr school 

health service projects. Please show your concern for the health end well being of today•s 

students by supporting Senate Bill 2307. 

Thank you, Senators. I appeciate you taking the time to listen to my view. I 

would· be happy to answ« any questions. 
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AM CON Distributing Company of Bismarck distributes consumer products in North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Mbmesota, and Montana. 

I am not opposed to school heath services. I believe it is very necessary. I am• 
opposed to the funding method. I am opposed to SB 2307. I am opposed to using 
dedicated funds from clprette excise taxes or other consnmer products. It is unfair to 
have about 22% of North Dakotan's fund this effort. If this bill succeeds, other worthy 
projects will attetnpt to receive additional funding by taxing consumer goods. Taxing 
specific consumer goods will harm our economy. 

' 
Raising excise taxes, and therefore the price of cigarettes purchased in our state, could 
provide an tldditional incentive for smokers to seek alternative ways to purchase 

-~_) cigarettes. Por example smokers could purchase on the internet; in Native American 
territories to avoid state tax, or travel to neighboring states with lower excise tax. These 
potential changes in purchasing behavior can have several consequences. They could 
cause economic harm, including revenue loss to our state, as well as potential job losses 
to retailers and small business. If smokers travel to reservations or other st&es to 
purchase their cigarettes, they will buy other products as weU. Increasing·the tax would 
also increase the incentive of smuggling low taxed or no taxed cigarettes. 'fbe; MSA 
payments to our ·state would also be impacted. With the potential of sales shifting to 
internet, surrounding states, and tribalt 'those sales would not count as sold in ND and 
ND's MSA payment would be reduced. The sales could reduce significantly enough that 
the excise tax would not generate the dedicated funds necessary in SB 2307. The 
following is information that I have taken from NACS (National Association of 
Convenience Stores) Daily. 

Smokers Cross to Delaware for Cigarettes 
Fttwua,y -4, 2003 

NEW CASTLE, DE- Oetawlte It reaping ptoftta from lnctMNd °'G8rette taxee In 114HQhborfng ttatel, 

In fact, Oeflware ii predlcttno It wttl dect 25 percent mont ~ revenue In 2003 than In 2002. 
addtng up to S3tJ mllon1 NpOrte tN ~a /nqu/nH'. 

~--J 
New Jerley's cigal'ette tax It $1,60 per peck and Penntytvarwa and Maryland have $1 taxes, while Oefaware 
currentfy hat • 2~per..pack tax. 

Tht 1fcrotr-"fo ftllllH on thf1 fH• art accuratt reproductfw of rtcordt dtl Iv.rid to Nodtrn tnfotNtfon IYtt .. for 1lcrofH11-. and J 
Wtrt ff lMtd fn th• rtttiltr COUl"lt of bulfnt11. Tht S)hot09r1ptif c proc111 Mtttl atandilrdl of tht AMlrf Cir. N1tfon1l tttnderdt lf'lltftutt 
(AMII) for 1rchfv1l MfcrofflM. NOTtCl1 If the ffllllld fmatt above fa l111 ltafblt than thfa Notlot ft ft dut to the ...... lftu of tttt ' 
docuwit btf nt ff llltd. ' ,.,.. ' 
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D ...... Gov, Rull Ann Mlnw pn,poNd doublno Ill__.. clg■• tax to 50 Cllnll p■r pedc In Jtly 
2003. For now, ouk,f.tt• lfnokn nwllrlg to ffllke1tw nk to~...,,.,.._, 
Thi lnqul,wlri■ w'tlWM on■ mM hm ...._, eow.y who hal blln drMno 100 mlel to and hm .· 
D....,_lbcuwytwDW91bto~clg■--llnc■ Jufv2002, .._. New.._lncn111d ltlcig■ ... -
I am sure that continuina to fund the achool health lel'Vicea arant fund la very important. 
however I am coocemed that by eek!na smokers to pay a higher tax, we may create Jaraer 
fbndina CODCem1 for ~ state of NJ?. 
As a buaineumm .'IDd employee in North Dakota, I am asking for a no vote to SB 2307. 

Tbankyou. 

John F. Job, Division Manager, AMCON Distributiq Company, 701-258-3618 
Home address: 3115 Arizona Drive, Bismarck. ND S8503, 701-258-8167 
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