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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMmBE MINUTBS 

BILI/RBSOLUTION NO, SB 2364 

Senate Human Servieea Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
1 X X 
2 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
2350 .. 5308 

SENATOR JUDY LBE opened the public hearing for SB 2364 relating to definitions under the 

children's health insuranc.e program. 

SENATOR BRBELE introduced the bill SB 2364 which adds the unborn child to the program 

who come under SCHIP after birth. About 20 people per year. (Meter# 2350 • 2600) 

SENATOR BROWN: Some fall through the cracks who don't have medical insurance. 

SENATOR BRRELE: That is my understanding. 

SENATOR LEE: SCHJP does include prenatal care for women who have to have it. (Meter # 

2649) 

CHRIS DODSON, Executive Director of Catholic Conference, testified. (Written testimony) 

For children not qualified for Medicaid. Urge do pass. $1,000 per child is the cost of prenatal 

services. (Meter 2707 .. 3420) 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2364 
Hearing Date February 3, 2003 

SENATOR LEE: "Wiggle room,. for Appropriations mentioned. Eliminates million dollar baby 

stuff. (Meter # 3430 • 3540) 

CHRIS DODSON: Keep policy, change the way it is impleanented, State has a lot of options. 

(Meter# 3535 • 3679) 

' SENATOR LEE: How many of the 30 mothers had prenatal care? (Meter# 3692) 

CHRIS DODSON: Assume they did not have coverage. (Meter# 3720 • 3800) 

STACEY PFLUGER. Executive DifflCtot of the North Dakota Right to Life Assoclation, 

testified. (Written testimony) Urged a do pass. 

DAVID ZENTNER, Director of Medical Services for the Department of Human Services, 

provided information regarding SB 2364. (Written testimony) (Meter# 4029 - 4582) 

DAN ULMER, Lobbyist, BCBS, testified in a neutral position, Did a SW AO and came up with 

a number as of Friday, $2,000 over a 9 month period and 6 months after. There is an additional 

question ... what does the language "unborn children.0 mean? Conception to birth? Need to 

definite parameters of the bill. (Meter# 4629 ~ 5224) 

Public Hearing closed. (Meter #5308) 

Committee Discussion: 

CHRIS DODSON gave some proposed amendments to SB 2364 and explanation. (Meter # 1882 

- 2005) 

SENATOR FISCHER: How do we deal with the indirect? 

CHRIS DODSON: Same definition, (Meter# 2030 • 2061) 

SENA TOR LEE: Oive to David Zentner. (Meter # 2062 - 2117) 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMl'ITEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. SB 2364 

Senate Human Services Committee 

Cl Conference Committee 

Hearin1 Date February S, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
2 X 
2 X 

Meter# 
94 .. 3187 

4027 

Minutes: 
. ,,,-......._ 

.~) SENATOR JUDY LEE opened committee discussion on SB 2364 relating to definitions under 

C) 

the chitdten•s health insurance program. 

DAN ULME~ of BCBS, stated that they were back to the original number, $1.000 per child for 

prenatal. Cost of the plan $1.1 O per policy, Another option; to have a newborn with 9 months 

worth of premium, We need to sit down with Human Services, (Meter# 94 .. 290) 

CHRIS DODSON, Ex. Dir, of Catholic Conference, talked about the number of cost dollars and 

the amendment which gives coverage for prenatal. (Meter # 303 .. S80) 

DAVID ZENTNER, Director of Medical Services, stated when a newborn is put on the system ... 

the family is on the program. They check date of birth and add if they are not Medicaid eligible, 

there is no gap. What original amendment would have done is create a gap. Fix this language 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
BilVResolution Number SB 2364 
Hearing Date February S, 2003 

later based on what the Federal government says. Continued discussion with committee on the 

newbom first child qualifying the month after the application is made. (Meter # 596 - 1110) 

SENATOR BROWN' questioned why do we need thi• legislation? Who is going to help that 

isn't being helped now? 

DA VE ZENTNER: Stated extending coverage services to the unborn prior to birth up to the 

time of conception. The Bush Administration created this window. We have to decide whether 

we want to do it or not ... optimal. Discussion with committee. Refer to CHIP does not cover 

adults. CARINO program does not cover prenatal or maternity. Coverage under Medicaid 

explained. ( Meter # 1170 - l S74) 

SENATOR POLOVITZ: Does any of your departments, Medicaid or BCBS, have insurance on 

insurance? 

DAN ULMER: Pooled in cost of premium. 

CHRIS DODSON: Another way to look at this, Same 23 kids ... mothers are in 20-400/4 poverty 

level. Option here. (Meter# 1705 • l '185) 

SENATOR LEE: Is there a definition ofunbom child as opposed to fetus and embryo? 

CHRlS DODSON: Rules say conception to birth. Rules say that children can be conception to 

under age 19. (Meter # 1836 ,,. 1920) 

SENATOR LBE: Have we any evidence that any person has not gotten proper coverage because 

of a little crack in the CHIP or Medicaid net? 

DA VE ZENTNER: Could not give an answer. 

DAN ULMER: No one denied medical care. 

SENATOR FISCHER mad~ a motion to approve the amendment. 
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Seute Human Services Committee 
BUI/Resolution Number SB 2364 
Hearing Date February S, 2003 

SENATOR FAIRFIELD seconded the motion, 

Rott call was read. 4 yeas 1 nay and 1 absent, 

SENA TOR LBB mentioned that there mould be a fiscal note but we not have it as yet, 

We could consider brinahil it back if we had too. But, at this point. I would like to be able to 

move it along. (Meter # 2327 - 2535) 

SENATOR BROWN made motion of DO NOT PASS as amended and 1erefined to 

Appropriations •. 

SENA TOR LBB seconded the motion. She had passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Brown. 

Committee discussion. 

SENATOR BROWN stated that no one has been denied. Not opposed to prertatal care. 

Concerned there is open endedness to financing. (Meter #2762 - 3027 ) 

Roll call was react 3 yeas 2 nays and 1 absent. (Meter #3187) 

SENATOR FISCHER to be the carrier. (Tape 2, Side B, Meter #4027) 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO, SB 2364 

Senate Human Services Committee 

, CJ Conference Committee 

Heariq Date February 10, 2003 

TaoeNumber Side A SideB Meter# 
2 X 47 • 1583 

Committee Clerk Si-• lg .'A~~ KA-~ 
V' 

Minutes: 

SENA TOR JUDY LEB reopened the committee discussion on SB 2364 relating to children •s 

health insurance through the Departmettt ofHwnan Services. 

DAVID ZENTNER; Director of Medical Services of the Department ofHwnan Services, talked 

about what kind of coverage we can provide to the unbout child. The way the amendment to the 

law reads is that we would be limited to prenatal care. We have an approved benefits package 

right now ... we have the PERS package minus the delivery charges plus dental and vision. If we 

dtviate from that with the unborns, you would to get Secretarial Pennission to do that .... Just use 

the basic benefits package. ( Meter #4 7 - 157) 

SENA TOR LEE: So, the problem is limiting the neonatal cost and that coverage would be 

different from PERS. Trying to limit the costs, 

DAVID ZENTNER: Did not know how BCBS would react to a whole benefits package. 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2364 n Hearing Date February 10, 2003 
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Continued discussion with Mr. Zentner and the committee regarding the newborn, additional 

chil~ SCHIP budget, and bill as it is without amendments. (Meter# 160 .. 483) 

SENATOR ERBELB: Bill as it is without amendments, delivery would not be covered? 

DAVID ZENTNER: That's correct. (Meter #551 - 580) 

SENATOR LEE: Leave u is or call it back? Discussion with committee, (Meter# 581 - 830) 

Senator Fischer, Senator Lee, and Senator Brown voted yes. Senator Fairfteld and Senator 

Polovitz voted no. So, it would have to be Senator Brown and Senator Fischer who are willing 

to bring it back. Otherwise, we would go forward with a "Do Not Pass" recommendation, 

SENATOR ERBELB: But the amendment was passed. 

SENATOR LEE: Four to one. If the bill passed, it would have to go to the Secretary for 

approval of the change in the benefits package. Discussion with committee on procedure. 

(Meter# 900 - 1130) 

SENATOR ERBELE: Prolife statement. (Meter # 1157 • 1188) 

SENATOR FISCHER: Statement that President B~h has made is recognizing coverage of 

wiboms. (Meter# 1252 - 1291) 

DAVID ZENTNER: To my understanding, no other state has done it through their SCHIP 

program yet. (Meter # 1297 • 1318) 

SENATOR LEE: Th.is is so new, maybe it will evolve. Maybe by the next session, you can look 

at again. 

Continued discussion regarding prenatal care. 

SENATOR LEE: Committee discussion closed. (Meter# 1495 .. 1583) 
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2003 SBNATB STANDING COMMrrrBE MINUTES 

BILIJR.ESOLUTION NO. SB 2364 

Senate Human Servi• Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearina Date 02/12/03 

~-T::..::a;.;;,..;N.,;..;:um=.;:;.;ber;,;:__--+-----S--ide .......... A,,,_--1, __ ..:S=ide::.:.B __ -+-:--~~M~eter~.;.;..#_--i 
400-467 l X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Senator Judy Lee opened the discuuion on SB 2364. All members were preaent. 

It was moved by Senator Fisher, sec.onded by Senator Brown and passed by a voice vote that the 

Re-referal to Appropriations be removed ftom the original motion. 

Senator Judy Lee moved on to other business of the Senate Human Services committee, 
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l 1~ FISCAL NOTE 
ReqUNted by Legltletlve Council 

02/11/2003 .1 "'" 

\ 
1 Amendment to: S82364 

0 

1A. ..._ fllcal tff9ct: l"-ntlfy tlHt at•te flaoal •w.ci and the flacal effect on aoenoy appropriation, compared to 
fUndli level• and ,~..vta•tiona antlc/J ted under cun'9nt law. 

20014003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennl&M'n 
General other Funcll 0...... 0th.,. FunM General other Funda 

Fund Fund Fund 

$10, 
$10, 

$12, 
$43,3'41 

18. Cou and eohool dletrtct flacal .,_.: Ide ffHt llacal effect on the an,w10tta1 ,ubdM8/on. 
20014003 llemlum 2003-2005 llennh.m 7 Biennium 

lohool 
Dlatrtots 

2. Narrative: k#ntlfy the a,pect, of the mea,ure which cause flsaal Impact and Include any comments relevant to 
your ana/y,J,, 

Thlt bill would create and enatt a new subsection to aeotlon 50-29-02 and two new subsections to section 50-29-04 of 
the Century Code relating to duties of the Department of Human Services and coverage under the children's health 
Insurance program. 

3. State ftscal .,,_,. detafl: For Information shown under state ffsaal efrect In 1A, please.· 
A. Ravenuet: Explain the re11enue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund alftl<Md and sny amounts Included In the txecutlve budget, 

Revenues of $35,696 would come from the federal medlcald progtam at the enhanced federal medical assistance 
percentage. 

B. Expendltul'N: Explain t,.,. t1xpendlture amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
ltt,m, and fund affected and the number of PTE positions effected. 

For the 2003-05 blennlum1 total expenditures would be approximately iMS,000 In medical aaslstance grant,. 

C. Appropriatlon1: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detsll, when appropriate, oftht elftct on 
the biennial appropriation for ttaah agency and fund alfeCM<J t1nd any emounts Included In thl extteutlwl 
~t. Indicate the reletJonshlp between the ,mounts shown for •KPtJnd/tures end appropriation,. 

The 2003-05 e,cecutlve budget doet not Include any amount for pro~ldlng prenatal care for unborn ohlldren, Passage 
d thl1 bflt would require an additional appropri•tJon of $48,000 of which $10,304 would be general funda. Thia would 
be contingent on the department receiving approval from the secretary of health and human MNlcea to Hmlt the 
services for unborn children to prenatal MrVlces, 

Debra A, McDermott Human Services 
32S..3695 red: 02/13/2003 

Tht M1etotf'-"1• f ..... on tflf1 ffl• •r• ~•t• ~tfone of r,oordt •ttwrld to Modern lnfor■1tton tytt• for ■hl'oftl1lf'11 Mil 
WtN fHlltd in th• l'ttUl•r count of tufn1t1, Th• photooraphfc proo111 ... t, ,t.,.rdl of tht ,-rtcen N1tton1l It_.,. lnetftutt 
(MIU for 1.-ef,fval ■fcrofll•· NOTIClt If tht ffl!Md f•tt above ,. llll lttlblt then thh Notice, ft ,. cM to tht qu.lfty of tM 
doouNnt btfnt ff tMld, 
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FISCAL NOTE 
R..,..._. by l.eglalatlve Council 

01/2812()()3 

8111/RNOlutlon No.: SB 2384 

1A. IW. flacaf effect: Identify the ••• ffacal •Keet and the tlac.l effeot on agency epp,oprletlons compared to 
fund~ ,-w,111 end tlonll a #-1 under current law. 

2001-200S Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 
General Other Funds Owrlll Other Funds Gwral other Funde 

Fund Fund Fund 

110, 112, 

18. aubdMalon. 

2. ...,....._: Identify the aspects of the f'IHlesure which c:auae llacal Impact and /,:,elude any comn.nts relevant to 
your analyala. 

Thia hitl would create and enact a new subeectJon to aectlon 50-29-02 and two new subleotton• to section 50-29-04 of 
the Century Code relating to duties of the Department of Human Services and coverage under the ohlldren'a health 
lnaurance program. 

3. Stat. ftlCal .rr.ct dttall: For lnfolmat/on shown un<hlr state fiscal eff'ect In 1A, please: 
A. RewnUN: Explain tf'KJ ,.venue amount,. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive budget. 

Revenues of $35.696 woold come from the federal medlcald program at the enhanced federal medical asalstance 
percentage, 

B. ExpendfturN: Explain the expend/tu,. amounts. Provide detall, whtln appropriate, for each agency, IIM 
Hem, and fund affected •nd the number of FTE posJtlons alltcted. 

For the 2003-05 biennium, total expenditures would bG appro,clmately $46,000 In medical asalatance grants. 

C. Apptoprlatlona: Explain the approprlatlon amounts, Provldtl detaH, when appropriate, olth#l tw.ot on 
tht 1-nnlal -,,,,,oprlatlon for ,sch ,oency and fund afftctfd and any amounts Included In the executive 
budget. Indicate the ,.1,tloMhlp blltwHn lhe amounts shown for e,tpendltuf'fa and appropriations. 

The 2003-05 executive budget does not lndude any amount for providing prenatal care for unborn children. Pauage 
cl thle blH would requlr.- an additional appropriation of $46,000 of which $10,304 would be general funds, However, 
the department It not aure about thele amounts because It ha• not been able to determine from the federal 
government tf additional aervlce$ other than prenatal care would be required as a minimum. Depending on the 
answer to this qUNtJon, the blll and thl• flacal note may need to be amended. 

Debra McDermott Human Services 
328-3695 : 02/07/2003 
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30751.0101 
Tltle.0200 

Adopted by the Human Servicea Commttt• 
February 6, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 23&4 

Page 1. line 1, replace •two• with ihrH" 

Page 2, Hne 1, replace "Two" with -rhree• 

Page 2, line !i, remove "lllff 
Page 2, Une a, aftlt' •program• Insert ".L.IDd 

~m=:i:ia prenatal SfMCII 1h11 would be 

Renumber accorclngty 

Page No. 1 30751.0101 
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In Date: 0~ -05-6(? 
Roll CaU Vote #: (!J 
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2003 SENATE ST ANDING COMMl1TEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. a. 3'14 

Senate Human Services 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number L ~ : ,5() 7-5/; QI()/ 

Committee 

Action Taken Oan1..~ a/¥¥'~ 
• • • 

Motton Made By --~----=---==~:..;.;:;..;::;__ Seconded By _j,~ i/~.tdJ 
Se•aton Yet. No Sen1ton Yet No 

Senator Judy Lee - Chainn.ui ✓ 
Senator Richard Brown• v. Chair. ./_ 
Senator Robert S. Erbele 
Senator Tom Fischer ✓ 
Senator Aoril Pairtleld ./ 
Senator Michael Polovitz ✓ 

Total (Yes) L/ --------!.--- No -------------I 

Absent J 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

T1't .tor•••• , ..... on thft ft l11rt 10CUl'1tt rep,octiotfn of recordl •ttwrtd to Nodtrn lnfOf'llltton tytt• for ■torofH■t"' ..,.. J . 
... ,.. ff laid fn tht rttUl•r oour•• of bultnt11. Tht phot09l'aphfc Pf'OCtll •t• 1tandlrdl of tht ,_l",e., NltfWl It.,.,. lnetttut• ' , 
(Mtll) for •rohfwl 1toroftlM, NOTICII tf th• ftlMld , .... lboYt 11 lttt lttlblt than thf I NoUct, ft f• CM to tht quality of tflt , 
--.nt btfnt f 1 lMd, . 

'.:C&,,.i rnt<:NI~ 1dQal03 
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Date: gA_- OS-c:3 
Roll Call Vote#: (V 

2003 SENA TE ST ANDING COMMITl'IE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ~ ~ (QJ../ 

Senate Hmnan Service, 

0 Check here for Conference Committee 

Lesi•ladve Council Amendment Number /_ ~ : ~(; '1 ;1/. 0 IO I . 

Committee 

Action Takai ~ Oo N ~-,- pd,d..4_,, " ~ 
ModonMadeBy k,. &~ . ..c ~~ 

S.1ton Yea No S.aton Y• No 
Seutor Judv Lee • Chairman -;/ 

Senator llidwd Brown • V. Chair. ,./ 

Senator Robert S. Elbele 
SeutorTomPileh« ✓ 

Senator Aoril Fairfield y-' 

Senator MicbaeJ Polovitz V 

" 

Total (Yes) ----=3 ___ No--~------

Floor Assipment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

I 

' i 

.J 



-

n 

0 

\;: '' 
~\ J ' -,, '• 

IIIPORT OP STANDING COMMnT!! (410) 
P'ebNary 10, 2003 4:21 p.m. 

Module No: IR-ll-21N 
Cetrtlr: l'IIOhlr 

lneert LC: S0711.0101 TIiie: .0200 

RIPORT OF STANDING COMMln'II 
812314: Huw ..,.._ Committee (lln. J. a.., Chairman) recommendl 

AMINDMINTI Al POI.LOWS and when so amended, recommendl DO NOT PAIi 
(3 YEAS, 2 NAYS. 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SB 2384 waa placed on the Sixth 
order on the calendar. 

Page 1, llne 1, replace "two11 with "three• 

Page 2, line 1, replace "Two11 wtth "Three• 

Page 2, line 5, remove 1.llld11 

Page 2, Hne a. after 11program1 Insert 1.i..lDd 

Must Drott coyarage fQI'. unbom obtklrao to prenatal arvtcN that would be 
IYlllabft to an lflgjbla pregnant woman• 

Renumber accordingly 

(i) DUK. (a) 00MM Page No. 1 
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1. The M1crotr-,,fo f..,.. on thf• ffl• 1r1 accurate rtproducttons of rtcordl dtlfYtred to Modtrn tnfONMtfon lyttMI for 111f croffl•ff'II #Id 
wtrt ffltlld In th• rquler COUl'H ef bulfntH. Yht photographic prec111 Mttl ltanderdt of tht AMlrfCll'I Nttf onal ttandlrdt IMtftutt 
(Nfll) for 1rchfv1l mfcroffllll. NOTIC!1 Jf tht filmed lmtlt lbcWt ,. ltll lttfblt than thfl Notfct, ft,. dut to tht qualftV of the 
docUMnt Ml nt fl tNd. 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMITIEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2364 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date Match 10, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 37.4 - 16.6 -------------------------

Committee Cleric Si ture 

Minutes: o Sen, llrbo:ki appeared as prime sponsor stating he was attracted to this bill because North Dakota 

has a history of respecting the unborn and being very pro life and this I felt wu adding a 

dimension to the statffllent that we are recognizing the unbom as a person. We tried to develop 

this bill in the Senate so that it would be clearly limited to prenatal services. This &eals with a 

child who with th~ minute they are bom would follow or come into the CHIPS program anyway, 

this just extends it back to provide some prenatal coverage for that. 

Rem, Price: This covers prenatal only, not delivery? Yes And then you are doing an 

automatic enrollment on the CHIPS then if the mother was, Answer: if the child upon birth 

would be eligible anyway. 

am,. Niemeier: These unbom babies are with a mother who is already under the CHIP program? 

Answer: no, she is not. If she's a teenager, potentially she could be, this would be a low income 

Q situation, 
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Houae Human Servlcc,s C.orumittee 
Bill/Re90lution Number SB 2364 
Hearin& Date March I 0, 2003 

R,m, trjce: Wu there anything discussed in the Senate about adverse selection u far u persons 

with maybe a health insurance plan but choice not to take the maternity coverage because there 

are plan, out there without maternity covc,rage obviously. There,s rules under CHIPS right now 

that you can't have CHIPS if you qualify for other things1 how is this handled for this mother? 

Answer: Doesn9t believe there wu discussion like that. 

Rem, Frice: What about asset,tests? Answer: No, doesn't think so, 

Chrighor Dodson, ND Catholic Conferertce appeared in support with written testimony and 

banded out written testimony from Dr. Twogood. 

&rm, Price: So what you are saying is that if you have a plan that does not have maternity 

cov~, it still doesn • t oover'/ 

Answer: It would be the same ~ of thing to avoid that selection from suppose the nlles are 

__________ but nothing really different. 

No opposition. 

Davo Zel)tns;r. Director of Medical Services for Dept. of Human Services appeared neutral with 

written testimony. 

&@, Price: You came up with your number of 46 unborn children based on applications of 

newborns or the number of children. born to people that fall into this income category? 

Answer: We looked at the number of children who were born who came into the process during 

the year, whose families were already eligibility for the Health Steps Program. If they had 

creditable coverage, they don't qualify for this. 

Rep. Price,: Right now the pregnant women art covered at 133% of poverty in the Medicaid 

program? Yes 
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House Human Semces Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnbet SB 2364 
Hearina Date March 10, 2003 

Rep, Price: Mr. Dodson stated that children are basically covered from birth. the code is that 

they are covered from the tint effective date following enrollment and we were very specific 

when we did that for a reason that they woutdn•t be a retro for these miltion dollar babies. How 

are you enrolling them? 

Answer: If the family is already on the program, there is no application. The family is already 

eligible so we add them at the time that the child becomes an entity, 

Dan Ulmm: of ND BC/BS appeared stating there was a swag saying its about $1,000 a child. we 

didn't calculate in any complications. 

Ro,p, Niemeier: This would apply only to adult women, why not teenage mothers? 

Answer: the H~thy Steps Program by Federal Regulation is limited to individuals t~~der 19 yrs 

of age. So it only goes up to age 18. 

Rm,, Ammmen~ Guidance here, your looking for, isn't that to put in the State plan that you 

would have to submit to the Sec. of Health in Human Services, is that the type of stuff that we 

need to have a plan that you submit and what would happen if the plan wasn't approved? 

Answer: I'm looking for some guidance as to what that plan should look like and what should be 

included as far as the services are concerned. I don't want to do something that is not what the 

Legislature really intended. 

Rep, Sandvia: Why do you need approval from Secretary of Health in Human Services? 

Answer: If you are going to deviate from the btmch mark program, you'd need approval from the 

Secretary's office to do that, Ifwe were to cover the unborn child with the full coverage, we 

wouldn't need any Secretarial approval because the bench mark coverage would apply to the 

child. 
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Bill/Reaolution Number SB 2364 
Hearina Date March 10, 2003 

Mr. Dodlop clarified the history. The bill ___ Medicaid and Medical Services is very 

slow in ptting back to Mr. Zentner, The bill was amended before they came back with an 

answer, the intent wu to cover only prenatal servk.es. So if you look at the Federal Rules and 

Reaulations. it has to be those benefits, connection between the benefit provider and the health of 

the unborn child. It was out position and the Senate Committee agreed that they need some 

,uidance u to what that is. The idea was they have a definition now all processed now 

detenniniq what is prenatal-care. 

Cloeedhearina-
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMITrBE MINUTBS 

BILURESOLU11ON NO. SB 2364 

Hou,e Human Service. Committee 

Cl Cottference Committee 

Hemiq Date Mardi 17. 2003 

t Number Side A SideB Meter# 
2 X 16.0 • 33.◄ 

Mhmtell: Committee work. 

Rod St APb.m A(BC/BA ltldaa that what hlppenecl on the oriainal ftlCll note, lince that time 

we uked for a better analysis of exactly whit the cost would be, You'll tee the explanadOll on 

there, but in abort baled on the new aflllym, baled on the t .93 per member ii the additional cott 

to Healthy Su,pt for the bieuium would be approximately $97,920. 1be important part it the 

next paraaraph (• attadled teltimony from Dan Ulmer) 

Pint of all, can you provide a Vtfl"/ IJ)eCific prenatal aervice. Right now we provi~ maternity 

service,, which includel everythiq. prenatal or other s«Vice1 prior to the actual deUVtfl"/ 

includifta the delivery and allO poltnatal ..vice,. ltl really aoiftl to be hard to packap 

sometbina that i1 jUlt strictly prenatal. At what point are some of these Mnice1 for the mother or 

the unborn thild, R.ipt now under maternity it cbln't matter. Toxemia u an example are the 

benefit. for the child or for the mother or for both. i• that a prenatal aervice or it that a maternity 

() lel'Vlce, Amlllocentella Ill tor old« motben, tlw proce:lure alone 11 oloN to a $1,000, None of 

,: 
'.i;• Ii 
·,; 1, ''-"·, 

fht llfer••·· , ..... M ... ,. fl l■ .... IIU'ttl , ...... ,, .. of .. r ... • , tWNd to NOWn lnf .... flft ttet• fof ........ , .. ,. • J'' 
...... ff lllid '" tht f'fl'lllf' OOUl'II of bultn111. Th• phototl'lflt,to ptOCI ... Mltl ,t.,.,. of tftl .., .... tfttftMt tt .... ,,..,.. , 
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Hou,e Human Services Committee 
Bill/Reeolution Number SB 2364 
Hearina Date March 17 i 2003 

that i• really calculated because under the maternity benefit. that's already included, we have 

shown that in the overall picture. If your talking about prenatal, is that a prenatal service? 

Althouah ita really bard to define the diffetences. Aoothet ~'Jltion by 10D1e committee 

memb«a asked me in terms of whether or not we would be requh~ to 00ver abortions under this 

partioullr benefit and one wu either the emergency due to the health i.)t lif-., of the mother or 

elective abortiona? Our deputy pnera1 COUDlel pve me some documeotation, as far as abortion. 

Healthy Stepa benefit plan 1anguap reada no benefits are available for abortion except for those 

~ prevent the death of the woman. Other BC/BS ND benefits carry this same 

languap. More individual beoeftt plans that exclude maternity benefit .• ao these are the on. 

that exclude it. what I would tell you is my interpretation is that if a woman became pregnant 

under one of thele plans and needed an abortion for pre venture of death. BC/BS of ND would be 

required to pay for these services under the current lanauage. 

We 11!10 asked a queotion about the elective abortion and its simple answer was that the answer to 

)leut lut abortion related question in my opinion is there is no scenario where a woman chooses 

to have an elective abortion where BC/BS would be required to pay for it. that's elected but for 

the life of the mother. 

Ros,, Price: Ia there any preexisting on CHIPS? Answer: Doesn•t know 

R.op. Price: 1.et•s say that the couple either chooses either not to buy the maternity plan when 

they buy their health msurance. trying to get it cheaper or they just don't buy health insurance and 

maybe one it 00vered at work and the spouse chooses not to pay the dependent coverage. Could 

they or their insurance agent find a way to work the system to use CHIPS to pay for that service? 
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Anawer: That'• the other problem that we aee with coordination of'bmefita. How do you define 

which one ii prime if there is another inluraftce QOVerqe, 

CbriltQpher Dodagn: I think we could argue both ways on whether this would cover abortion, 

for the sake of the life of the mother. With the cbance that it does, it __ the entire purpose 

of the Nie and the bill to provide benefits for the unbom child. We couldn't support. 

Bio, Pria: Nobody bu paued thia, riaht? Answer: No, we are the tint state if it puses. 

Bm, Price: uked tM mt«n to do IODle resean:b 111d she stated she could argue both sides on the 

issue of payina for abortiou and can we do some definitions and what will that allow us to do. It 

doesn't appear that we can be as closed as the probably the bill sponsors were looking at some of 

those definitions. 

Chrlstpphcr Dodsgn: Would like to work with the department and the administration to get some 

of these questions answered because we still think the idea is important, we still have a gap 

between those two progrems and we do think its important and would like to keep the idea alive. 

Rep. Devlin made a motion for DO NOT PASS, second by Rep. Wieland. 

VOTE: 11 • 1 - 1 Rep. Sandvig will carry the bill 
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Date: Marcl1' 7 2003 
Roll Call Vote #: J 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMl'ITEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILURESOLUTION NO. SB 2364 

House _ HUMAN SERVICES Committee 

D Check hete for Conference Committee, 

Legislati-ve Council Amendment Nmnber 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By 

ReoNHDtadvet 
Reo. Clara Sue Price .. Chair 
Ren. Bill Devlin. Vice-Chair 
Rep, Robin Weisz 
Reo. Vonnie Pietadl 
Reo. Gerald Ulllem 
Reo. Chet Pollert 
Reo. Todd Porter 
Reo. Garv Kreidt 
Reo. Alon Wieland 

Yea 
v 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 

P( 
V 
✓ 

No 

Total (Yes) ___ ___.I.._I ___ No 

Absent 

Floor Assignment /::J.p, ..5tmLu ~ ~ 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

ReDretentatlvea Yet. No 
Reo. Sally Sandvia: V' 

Ren. Bill Amerman 17 . 

Reo. Carol Niemeier ' V 
Reo. Louise Potter a/ 

----..L----------

Tht 1110, .... ,. , ..... on thfl ftl• are ICIOUl'ltt .....-,iottona c,f .l'ICOl'dl dtlfwrtd to Modtrn lnfo,..tfM l)llt- for ■lctofHlll'II ~ .J· 
wtrt fHMld In tht l'IIUllr cour11 of tuf ntt•• Thi photOQtaphf c pt'OOHI Mttl ltwidlrdl Of tht Mll'fClft MatlONl ltlftdlrdl IMtttutt 
(AMtl) for 1rchfY1l Mforoffl■• NOTIC1!1 If tht fHNd ,_,. tboYt h leH letfblt thin thf1 Mottet, ft h due to tht quality of tht ,, 
doculnt btlt'II ft lMd. 

Tu .. •t Md m4~ ,daaloa 
Optl'ltot11 I (lnltUl't D1t• 

I 

J 



1,, 
I ',' 

i 
I 
l 

i 
I , 

0 

0 

> '', 'l' . 

RIPORT 01' ITANDING COMMI i lB (410) 
llaroh 11, 200I 11 :17 l.ffl. 

lloch.N No: HR 41 I011 
Clmlr: 8lnctvlg 

lftNft LC: • TIii: . 

RIPORT OP STANDING COIIIIITTD 
882114, • ••ntllf11a'D:a1■1N1N:1d: HUffllft 81rvlo11 Commllll• (Rip .. Price, Chairman) 

recommendl DO NOT PAIS (11 YEAS; 1 NAY, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engr0INd SB 2384 wu placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 
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Testimony before tbe SENATE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Resardfna SENATE BILL 2364 

February 3, 2003 10:30 a.m. 

Chairman Lee1 members of the committee, I am Stacey Ptliiger, Executive Director 

of the North Dakota Right to Life Asaociatiott. I am here today in support of SB 2364 

relating to definitions under the children's health insurance program. 

The North Dakota Right to Life Association applauds the Bush administration and 

the Departmettt of Health and Human Services for allowing states to define an unbom 

child as a person eligible for medical coverage under the Children's Health Insurance 

Program, 

By allowing unborn children to be included in the program, it will help women who 

may otherwise opt for an abortion due to financial concerns, choose life for their babies. 

Including unborn children in the program's coverage will provide the prenatal care 

necessary to allow a child a chance to enter this world healthy, It provides the necessary 

prenatal healthcare needed to produce a healthy pregnancy, a healthy mother, and a healthy 

child, 

I urge this committee to give SB 2364 a do pu• recommendation, 

At this time I would be available for any questions you may have. 

P,O, Box 551 • Bismarck, North Dakota 58502 • (701) 2SS-381t • Fax (701) 224-1963 • 1·800-247-0343 
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Christopher T. Dodson 
Executive Dl~t()f' 1tnd 
Qenc,ral Counsel 

'fo: 
From: 

Senate Human Services Committee 
Olristopher Dodson, Executive Director 

Subject: SB 2364 •· Including Unborn Children in the Children ts Health 
Insurance Program 

Date: February 3, 2003 

The North Dakota Catholic Conference supports Senate Bill 2364, to include 

eligible unborn children in North Dakota's State Children's Health Insurance 

Program (SCHIP.) 

On November 1, 2002, the Department of Health and Human Services 

implemented new regulations for SCHIP. The role summarizes the changes as 

follows: 

In order to provide prenatal care and other health services. this final 
rule revises the definition of "child•' under the State Children's 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to clarify that an unbom child 
may be considered a 44 targeted low-income child" by the State and 
therefore eligible for SCHIP if other applicable State eligibility 
requirements are met. Under this definition, the State may elect to 
extend eligibility to unborn children for health benefits coverage, 
including prenatal care and delivery, consistent with SCHIP 
requirements. 

This summary answers some of the basic questions about th1~ new regulations. 

The changes to the federal regulations are quite simple and few. Slates now have 

the option of including children from conception to birth under the definition of 

"child" in the state's SCHJP program. Assuming the unborn chiJd met the 

eligibility requirements for inclusion in the program, the child could receive health 

benefits coverage, such as coverage for prenatal care. Senate Bill 2364 directs the 

state lo exercise that option. 
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Senate Human Services Committee 
Page2 
February 3, 2003 

Although the idea is simple, we realize it raises a number of questions, Before addressing some of 

those questions, it behooves us to look at the purpose of the bill and the revised federal 

regulations. 

The purpose of the SOUP program is to help the children of families that earn enough to not 

qualify for medicaid, but cannot afford health insurance. Unfortunately, until the federal revision, 

children at the earliest ... and often most developmentally cruciaJ -- stages of li:re could not receive 

that help. Extending the coverage to those stages is consistent with state law and policy and makes 

sense from a health care and budgetary perspective. 

The North Dakota legislature recognized t.he importance of care during these stages when it 

expressly requhcd prenatal coverage for pregnant minors on SCHIP. (N.D.C.C. § 50-29-04.) .1 

Indeed, it would seem inconsistent to say that the unborn child of the teenage mother on SCHIP is 

tntitled to coverage, but the child of a working mother who cannot afford health insurance is not. 

When it comes to their need, the is little or no difference. Nor would does make much sense to not 

provide prtnatal services to a child that will necessarily be enrolled in SCHlP after birth, especially 

if that prenatal care will increase the likelihood that the child will be healthy. 

In short, the Department of Health and Human Services has givtn us a unique opportunity to 

provide health coverage in a manner consistent with good health care, state policy, and fairness. 

The Century O>de contains numerous examples of respecting and helping 
the life of the unborn child. Chapter 12.1-17 .1 provides criminal penalties for 
kHling or injuring an unborn child; Section 14-02.2 .. 01 prohJbfts 
ex~rimentation on an unborn child; Cha,?ter 14-02,6 prohibits killing a child 
in the process of being born; Chapter 50-08.1 and portions of Chapter 14-
02.1 dfrect state agencies to help pregnant women; and Sections 14-02.1-01 
and 14-02,3~01 declare state policy is to protect unborn children and give 
preference, encouragement, and support to childbirth, 
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Senate BiJl 2364 provides the vehicJe for taking advantage of that opportunity. 

What makes this opportunity even more attractive is the ease at which it is exercised and its 

extremely low cost. To take advantage of the new eligibility option, the state only needs to amend 

the state plan. The other requirements are only modifications of existing eligibility and screening 

practices. 

To understand the low financial cost of the proposal. it helps to keep in mind a few points: 

• O\anging the de(mition of "child" to include unborn children docs not add new 
lives to the program, it only extends services to an earlier period of time for persons 
who otherwise would not be on the program until after birth. 

• Although the child would not be eligible for medicaid, the mother might. If the 
mother is medicaid eligible, the unborn child would not be covered under SCHIP. 

• The cove~-ed person is the unborn child, not the mother. The proposed change in 
SB 2364 does not place pregnant women under the definition of "child,' so that they 
would be eligible for all co,1ered services. The biU only places eligible unborn 
children within the definition of "child. 0 Therefore, only se1"ices for which there 
is a connection between the "benefits provided and the health of the unbom child'1 

would be covered, (Federal Register, Vol. 67, No. 191, p. 61968.) 

• 

• 

Since the child is unborn, the range of services potentially utilized before birth is 
limited. Essentially, the services amount t.o prenatal care. 

About 23 children a year would be eligible for the earlier coverage. (In 2002, 30 
infants eligible for CHIPS were born that same year. Of those 30, seven had 
mothers who were on medkaid during the month of the birth.) 

The estimated cost of prenatal services is $1.000 . 
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Keeping these facts in mind, we can estimate the fiscal impact of thr. bill multipJylng the cost of 

prenatal seivices by the number of expected eligible unborn children a biennium, The state's share 

of that additional cost Js 22.1 %. Therefore, the estimated state cost of adding services for unborn 

children is about $10,000 for the entire biennium. (23 children x $1000 x 2 years= $43,000; 

$43,000 x .221 = $10,166.) Since the SCHIP appropriation requ~st is already slightly over the 
I 

estimated c.ost of the monthly premiums, the additional cost to the appropriation request is about 

$6,000.2 

Senate Bill 2364, therefore, seizes a rare opportunity. Through this bill, the state can provide 

essential health care coverage for persons who otheiwise would not be covered, benefit both 

mother and child by promoting the continuity of important medical care, decrease likelihood of 

having unhealthy children on SCHIP, potentially decrease public expenditures over the child1s 

lifetime, and reflect the state's policy of respecting and assisting unborn children -- all for what 

essentially fits into the "wiggle roomu already built into the state's budget request. 

We strongly urge a Do Pass recommendation on Senate BUI 2364. 

2 Since we are dealing with s•Jch small numbers, the numbers can differ 
depending on whether they are bastd on the estimated cost of the monthly 
premium or the total requested appropriation, and whether the additional 
cost is added lo the cost of the premium rather than the appropriation. Under 
any method of calculation, the cost ranges from $9,000 to $12,000, which 
would be between $6,000 and $9,400 over the budget request. 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THI! SENATE HUMAN SERVICES COMMmEE 

REGARDING SENATE IILL 2384 

FIIRUARY 3, 2003 

Chairman LN, membera of the committee, I am David Zentner, Director of Medical 

ServlCN for the Department of Human ServlCN. I appear before you today to 
provide Information regarding thla blll. 

The blll would require the Department to Include unbom chlldren aa part of the 

group of children covered through the State Chlldren•• Health lnaurance Program 

known • Healthy Stepa In North Dakota. The change would require the aubmltt■ I 

of a atate plan amendment to the federal government ind llkely an amendment to 

our lnaurance carrier contract. 

. Currently, ellglble chlldren receive the •m• beneflta that are available through 

1
r) the PEAS lnaurance plan plua preventive dental and vlalon cov•rage. 
,,.._) 

The one exception to the coverage relate■ to dellverlea. At the direction of the 

leglalature the atate plan for Healthy Stepa doea not Include payment for the coat 

of delfverlea. 

The Department haa contacted the Center• for Medicare and Medicaid Service• 

(CMS) In an effort to determine what coverage would be required to be provided 

In behaH of ·the unborn chlld. We have been Informed that the Director of CMS 

would need to be conaulted In order for the federal government to provide a 

definitive anawer to our queatlon. They were hoping to have a reaponae 

aometfme thla week. Untll we receive Information on what the mandatory 

coverage conalats of and what flexlblllty 11 available for coverage option,. It la 

not po11lbl• to complete I fl1cal note. 
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W• have bNn In oontaot with llue Croea/lllue lhleld (ICII) of North Dekolll 
,eprdlnr, the ooet of lmplemenllng 1h18 program. The Dlperbnent oontraota With 

IICN to provide coverage for HNlthy ltepe .... ,ble ohlldNNI. They haw acM11d 
tt,at the addition of Ihle group would lluly lnotNN the coat of the HNtthy ltepe 

Program. However, It wlll not be poulble tf. ...,mine the ooet lnow unttl we 
NOeM the n11clld gulclanoe from the fedlral gowrnment. 

I would be happy to ■newer any qUNtlone you may haw. 
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House Human Services C.Ommittee 
Ouistopher Dodson, Executive Dbedor 
SB 2364 -- Including Unborn Cliildren in SClllPS 
March 10, 2003 

I am Cllristopher Dodson, the Executive Direc(or of the N~rth Dakota Catholic 
C.Onference and the conference enthusiastically supports Senate Bill 2364, 

Senate Bill 2364 responds to a new initiative by the Bush Administration that 

allows s!ates to easily and inexpensively provide health care coverage to a subset 
of persons who have fallen in the cracks between Medicaid and State Children's 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP.) Medicaid, as you know, covers the most 
economically needy. SCHIP is intended to provide coverage to the children of 
families that have managed to earn enough so that they .-to not qualify for 
Medicaid, but do not earn enough to purchase private insurance. Thus, if a 
pregnant woman is Medicaid eligible, she and her unbom child can rec.eive 
important prenatal services. However, if a working mother is not eligible for 
Medicaid, but cannot afford private im,urance, she cannot get prenatal care 
roverage even though her child will be eligible for SOUP coverage after birth. 
Somehow, in the creation of Medicaid and SCIDP, coverage for these mothers 
and their unbom c~illdren, during this medically crucial time, was missed. Until 
re...::ently, the culy way to capture these persons was to either expruid Medicaid 
e1if ;ibility for pregnant women or obtain a waiver from the federaJ government. 

The Department of Health and Human Services has now provided an easier, Jes., 
costly, way to ensure that mothers will not have to wait until their child is born to 
get important this health care coverage. Under new rules promulgated last fall, 
states now have the option of including unborn children in SOUP by merely 
amending their state plan. 

Doing so makes good sense and is consistent with the state's existing policies. 
The North Dakota legislature recognized the importance of care ~uring these stages 
when it expressly required prenatal coverage for pregnant minors on scmP. 

Tht Mio ••• 1 on tht• ftl1 ar• 1COUr1tt rtptocuttona of rtoordl •lfvtrtd to Modern lnfol'Ntton l)'tt• for ■foroftl1tnt n 
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(N.D.C.C. § S0--29-04.) .l Indeed, it would seem inconsistent to say that the pregnant teenage 

mother on SCHIP is eligible for prenatal coverage, but the working mother who cannot afford 
health insurance for her or her unborn child is not. When it comes to their need, the is little or no 
differe~. Nor would does make much sense to not provide prenatal coverage to a child that will 
necessarily be enrolled in SOUP after birth, especially if that prenatal care will increase the 
likelihood that the child will be heaJthy. 

Multiple studies show that uninsured women receive fewer needed prenatal care servicetl than their 
insured counterparts, (See, e.g., Health Insurance is a Family Matter, from the National Academy 
of Sciences at books.nap.edu,'books,()309085187 /html/127,html) Even if they are getting free care 
someplace, it is unlikely that they are receiving the proper amount of prenatal c.1re. Moreover, 
since these are low income women not covered by Medicaid or SCHIP, the "free care'' they might 
receive is borne by our state's health care providers at roughly $1000 a person. By investing 
22.1 % of that oost, we can draw federal doll~tS to cover 77.9% of their costs and reUeve our 
already financially burdened health care providers. 

That inexpensive investment makes this proposal so appealing. To understand the low financial 
cost of the proposal, it beJps to keep in mind a few points: 

• Senate Bill 2364 <toes not add new lives to the program, it only extends services to an 
earlier period of time for Jives who will be on SCJilP aftel' birth. 

• Althou2h the child would not be eligible for medicaid, the mother might. If the mother 
is medfcaid eligible, the unborn child would not be covered under $CHIP. 

• The covered person is the unborn child, not the mother. SB 2364 does not place 
pregnant women under the definition of 4cchild0 so that they would be eligil>le for all 
covered services. The bill Onlf places eligible unbom children within the definition of 
"child." Therefore, only services for which there is a connection between the 44benefits 
provided and the health of the unborn child,, would be covered. (Federal Register, Vol. 
67, No. 191, p. 61968.) Moreover, the engrossed bill clearly limits covered services to 

t The Century Code contains numerous examples of respecting and helping 
the life of the unborn child. Chapter so .. os.1 and pcntions of Chapter 14 .. 
02.1 direct state agencies to help pregnant women; and Sections 14-02,1-01 
and 14•02,3-01 declare state poHcy is to pmtect unborn children and give 
preferen~. encouragement, and support to childbirth; Chapter 12,1-17.1 
provides criminal penaldes for killf ng or injuring an unbom child; Secdon 
14-02,2-01 prohibits experimentation on an unborn chfld; and Chapter 14· 
02.6 prohibfts killing a child in the process ot being bom. 
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prenatal care.2 

• About 23 children a year would be eligible for the earlier coverage. (In 2002, 30 infants 
eligible for ODPS were bom that same year, Of those 30, seven had mothers who 
were on medicaid during the month of the birth.) 

• The estimated cost of prenatal servi~s is $1,000. Of this addition to the premiUfflt the 
state's share is only 22.1 %. 

When we put all this together, the total cost to the state to cover this care is a little over $5,000 a 
year. Considering the importance of prenatal care and the potential savings to the state by better 
ensuring healthy children on its SCJIIP, this is a great investment. 

Senate Bill 2364, therefore, seizes a rare opportunity. Through this bill, the state can provide 
essential health care coverage for persons who otherwise would not be covered, benefit both 
mother and child by promoting the continuity of important medical care, decrease likelihood of 
having unhealthy children on SClDP, potentially decrease public expenditures over the child's 
lifetime, and reflect the state's policy of respecting and assisting unborn children - all for a few 
thousand dollars. 

We strongly urge a Do Pass recommendation on Senate Bill 2364. 

2 Initial c.ommunications from the C.enter for Medicaid and Medicare Services indicated 
that the unborn child must be abJe to receive all the services in the benchmarct pJan. As 
a practical matter, however, actual utilization by an unborn clill.d would be limited to 
p~natal ca~. DeHvery is not covered in the state•s current plan. 
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American Academy of Pediatrics • 
DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN• • 

T..U-oay; Todd Twopod MD, FMP 

&■DMrt of: SB 23H 

BaH'.RCPtjgs; North Dakota Qagtcr., ., Amedcu Agcllll)' of 
?tdlatrkt (NDAAP) 

If you look at what our state bas done for children. we have a proud record 
of taklna care of them. The legisladon to support the Children's Health 
Insurance Plan (CHIP) bas, libwise. come a long way since it's initiation 
to take care of ow- uninsured children. Now it's time to expand our 
intentions and insure a better outcome for those children and the children 
who will become the future of North Dakota. 

This bill make very good sense. and is in line with the direction the 
American Academy of Pediatrics intends to take toward the forward 
progress to help insure every child in the United States. It not only makes 
good sense it is a good investment for our state. It is proven that prenatal 
care increases the chances of a favorable outcome for an unborn child. 
The better the outcome of the less dollars spent toward neonatal intensive 
care and follow up care. An unhealthy baby born can consume a 
tremendous amount of money at compared to a healthy newborn, not to 
mention the ongoing health care iMUeS if a newborn goes on to have 
problems as a child. By taking a small step to improve our states CHIP 
program in this way, it will be a minbnal investment veto be 
a large savings in the future. 

Please contact me if you have any 
questions about this or any other pediatric issues: 

Home Phone= 701-323..0748 
Office Phone• 101 .. 323.5437 
Home email • tltwo&Q0d@bis.mid99.net 
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C PROPOS.BD AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BIIL NO. 2.164 

Pap 1, line 1, replace "two" with "three" 

Pap 1, line 10, after "unbom" insert "and newborn" 

Pap 1, line 20, after "Vabam" insert "and oewbom" 

Pap 1, tine 20, after ".bl" insert "the am day of the month followina tho date or 
Page 2, line 1, replace "Two" with "Three" 

Pap 2. line 3, after "unborn" insert "and newborn" 

Page 2, line 6, after "unborn .. insert "and newbQrn" 
Page 2. after line 8, insert: 

Must limit covera&e for unborn and newborn children to prenatal services that would be 
ayailabJc to an eliaiblc pR&P&Qt woman, 

Renumber accordingly 

'NI,. lferott"•f• ,.,.. tn tftf• ffl11N IOOUl'ttt ~tin of .racordl dtUwl'td to NOdlrn lnfol'flltf on IYtt• for ■forofftlf,.-, J 
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TESTIMONY Bl!FORE THE HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMl'ITEE 

REGARDING SENATI! IILL 2314 

MARCH 10, 2003 

Chairman Prtoe, membera of the commlttN, I am David Zentner, Director of 

Meclloal Servlcee for the Department of Human Servlcea. I appear before you 

today to provide Information regarding thl• blll. 

The blll would require the Department to Include unborn children aa part of the 

group of ohlldren covered through the State Children'• HNlth lnaurance Program 

known u Healthy Stepa In North Dakota. The change would require the aubmlttal 

of • atate plan amendment to the federal government that wlll require approval by 

the Secretary of Health and Human Service• (HHS) and llkely an amendment to 

our ln•urance carrier contract. 

Q Currently, eligible chllclren receive the Mme beneflt9 that are available through 

the PERS ln•urance plan plua preventive dental and vlalon coverage. 

Th• one exception to the coverage relate• to dellverlea. At the direction of the 

leglalature the atate plan for Healthy Step• doea not Include payment for the cost 

of dellverl••· 

The Department hu contacted the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service• 

(CMS) In an effort to c;tetermlne what coverage would be required to be provided 

In behalf of the unborn chlld. We have been Informed that since thl1 blll llmlts 

coverage for the unborn chlld to prenatal° care only, the Department wlll need to 

-k approval from th• Secretary of Health and Human Services becauu the 

lfmlted coverage for thla group differ• from the benchmark coverage uaed for 

other ohlldrtn ellglble for the Healthy Steps Program. The Department wflf need 

.,,.,.... to prepare 1uch a requeat for approval If this bUI become• law. It would then be 

'· . '--·; 
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up to the Secretary of HHS to approve or dl1approve our requeet. CMS ,taff viru 

unwllllng to Indicate what the chine•• were for approval of such a reqUNt. 

The blll u. amended llmlta the payment of Nrvlc• to prenatal oare only. 

Information available from Blue Cro,1/Blue Shleld of North Dakota, the contractor 

for Healthy Stepe, Indicate• that th• coat of providing prenatal care would 

average about $1,000 per unborn chlld. We eatlmated. that about 48 unbom 

chlldren would be 1llglble during the next biennium. Baaed on thl• aaaumptlon, 

we eatlmated the addltlonal ooat at about $48,000, of which about $10,000 la 

a-neral funda. 

The ■mount ahown In the current flacal note I• the minimum amount neceaary to 

cover unborn chlldren under the Healthy Steps Program. 

The Department would appreciate clear guidance regarding what conatltutea 

prenatal care 10 that we can prepare a request to the Seoretary of HHS that will 

m•t legl1latlve Intent. la the Intent of the leglalature to Hmlt prenatal care to 

phyalclan vlalta and 111oclated laboratory teata only? 11 there any expectation 

that additional coverage would be afforded the unborn ohlld It the phyalclan 

noted a condition that could affect the ..)Utcome of the birth? Any guidance that 

you could provide would be appreciated. 

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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Testimony before the HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITIEE 

Reaardina SENATE BILL 2364 

March 10, 2003 10:15 a.m. 

Chairman Price, members of the committee. I am Stacey Ptliiger. Executive 

Director ot the North Dakota Right to Life Association, I am here today in support of SB 

2364 relating to definitions under the children's health insurance program. 

The North Dakota Right to Life Association applauds the Bush administration and 

the Department of Health and Human Services for allowing states to define an unborn 

child as a per,on eligible for medical coverage under the ChHdren'• Health Insurance 

Program. 

By allowing unborn children to be included in the program, it will help women who 

may otherwise opt for an abortion due to financial concerns, choose .life for their babies, 

Including unborn children in the program's coverage will provide the prenatal care 
~) 

necessary to allow a child a chance to enter this world healthy, It provides the necessary 

prenatal healthcare needed to produce a healthy pregnancy. a healthy mother, and a healthy 

child, 

I urge this committee to give SB 2364 a do pa11 reoommendation. 

P,O, Box SS I • Bismarck, Nnrth Dakota 58502 • (70 I) 258,38 I I • Fax (701) 224-1963 • 1 ~800-247-0~3 
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C TESTIMONY 
SENATOR RALPH KILZER 

8B2384 

Good morning Madam Chairman Price and Members of the House Human Services 
Committee, I am Ralph KIizer, State Senator from Dlatrict 47, Which Is the Northwest 
part of Bismarck. 

I'm sorry I am not able to testify in person because the Appropriations Committee and 
Leadership la visiting the faclllties at the Jamestown State Hospital and the Jamea River 
Correctional Center. 

Thia bill would give coverage to prebom children under the Children's Health Insurance 
program from the earliest prenatal stage up until the age of 19 years, I highly support 
this Idea. I know the flloal note amounts to several thousand dollars but, If you would 
visit the Developmental Center at Grafton and see some of the patients who are there 
because of some prenatal problem that was not addressed in a timely fashion I it 
becomes evident that the fiscal note Is rather minor when we realize that each one of 
the residents at the Developmental Center cost the state 125,000 dollars per year. 

But over and above the financial liability to the state la the compassion that should be 
exhibited to prebom children. It Is just simply good medical practice to do screening 
procedures and to treat the developing fetus as a patient In order to have the best 
outcome of pregnancy and quality of life for the Individual child (sometimes twins) and 
the mother and father. 

Medically It is clear that the child Is an individual ar.d, in the case of identical twins It 
certainly gives us evide.nce that two ohildr~n .. can result fr.om.the very early division of a 
fertilized egg, The only thing that Is n~ssary for the fertilized egg to progress Is 
proper environment .and nutrition. The• ·are th~ things ~•t •re checked out In 
screening procedures dutlng the nine months Qf uterine. life. Children are children 
whether they have been delivered or not. The medical treatment should. be optimum at 
the time the children are mo,t vulnerable •nd this Is during the pre birth period. 

If there are any questibns ·11d be glad to try to answer them for you, I urge your support 
of SB 23". 
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Dan Ulmer 

From: Tom Paule«I [Tom.PauleonOnoridtan.com) 
lent: Monday, March 17, 200311:33 AM 
To: Dan Ulmer; Rod St. Aubyn; Janine Weideman 
Cc: Tami Roderi Linda Merck; Jane Nephew 
Subject: RE: Prenatal for th• Unbom • SB 2364 

Pap 1 ofS 

The •mall dlractty preceding this one la from Jane Nephew who hu provided some very •quick• averagea. 
Baaed on thll •quick• review, we can aaaume the average total prenataJ coat per case of: 

$538 + $569 + 385 + 422 • $1,912 

Earlier k was dlacuaaed and decfded that we could e,cpect 23 oaaea per year for thla service. 

The February enrollment for Healthy Steps lndcated 2, 114 members. 

The Health Retention would remain at 11.53% of ctaJma. 

With th888 parameters, the premium would have to be Increased by the following: 
PMPM Coat = $1,912 x 23 cues/ 2, 114 membera / 12 months 
PMPM Cost • $1. 73 PMPM + (11.53% >C $1. 73) = $1.93 PMPM 

$97,920. . . 0 Based on the $1.93 PMPM, the additional oost to Healthy Steps for the Biennium would be approxlmatefy 

tt la very Important to note, this oost estimate Is exactly that, an 11astlmate11
, If an actual quote to add this 

coverage Is required, a formal request must be submitted. Keep In mind, this estimate Is based on limited 
Information and only Includes average coats. Other factors which will need to be considered to offer a formal 
PMPM ooat wtll be high rlsk pregnancies. the costs of llfetal surgeries•, a more defined benefit structure, plus 
ellglblllty and maintenance Issues will need to be addressed. 

Tom Paulson 
Actu1rlal Services 
ptione: (701) 282•1"81 
•:"'811: tom Mt I/eon• nQddlan,CQm 
Blue Croa1 Blue Shleld of North Dakoa. 

Conftdtnttlltty NottM: Thi• •-maff mttaaQe 11 for • UM ol lntendfd 1'1Clplent(1) and may contaJn contk»ntlal and Pnvntoed Information, NI'; 
~ rtvitW, utt, dl.._,tt, tialrb.ltion, or COC)ylna le prohlbfttd. If yc,y art not lht lnltndtd rtcfpltnt, l)luN contact lht _.by~ 
to 1h11 It-mall and~• all l/OP6tl of 1h11 t-riall mtialgt, , . 

--ortglnal Message--
From: Jane Nephew [maltto:Jane.Nephew@nortdlan.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2003 10:48 AM 
Toa Tom Paulson 
SUbject1 

Here are the averages for office visits, lab, ><ray, and faolllty, I pulled 7 random reoorda from 
the episodes (ETG'a) that I previously gave the mean and median. I selected from the low end, mid and 
high end, 
Office visits • average allowed amt. $536 
Lab work • average allowed amt. $569 
Xray- average allowed amt. $385 
Faolllty foe• average allowed amt, •$422. (this category had the greatest range, One cue had $0 and one 
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