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Tht •t crotrtphtc t1111ot1 on th1t ftl• tr• 1ccur1tt repr0$Jettw of recordl dtltvtred to Hodern lnforMtt1cn tytt .. for 111tcrofH1tno and 
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2003 SENATE GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SB 2410 

Tht Mfcrotr•pt,fc hn•a•• on thf1 ffl111 art accurate reproductlont of rteordl dllfvertd to Modern lnfort111tlon 1y1tw for Mlcroff t1tno and 
Wtrt fflllltd fn tht reouler cour11 of bullnt11, th• pt,otoortphfc proc••• 111ttt1 1tandtrda of the Affierfcan National ltandarda lnet1tutt 
(ANSI) for ll'Chfval mfcrofflm. NOTICEt If th• fflmed ,.,. above fl le11 leolblt thin thf• Notfct, ft fl dut to tht quelfty of th• 
dac-,t belnt fllNd, Th ~ c::..~ 
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2003 SENATE ST ANDINO COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILUR.ESOLUTION NO. SB 24Ul 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 02/ 14/03 

-· Tas,e Nwnber Side A SideB Meter# 
Tape 1 ' X 40S0-end 
Tai,e 2 X. 0-45S0 

-
Committee Clerk Sianature , '. ,,_. :0a. l/l,f J,__,,, 

Minutes: 

Senator Karen faebsbach, Chairmen opens SB 2410, AU senators present. 

Senator Bere&er introduceu bill. this was requested from Chainnan Tex Hall from the three 

affiliated tribes. 

Native Americans means we are native to this nation. I feel First Nations Day has more strength 
I 

that Native Americans day. people sometimes thlnk negatively when they hear Native American. 

this would not create a new holiday, this would bell day to recognize the indigenous people of 

this state. many towns in the state are even named after the tribal language. Native American 

people serve in military more per capita than every other people. 

Senator Nelson: during the Olympic games Sydney, Australia made a lot of their stars that were 

indigenoUD people, do you have any ideas how those tribes a.re handled in those countries? 

Senator Bercier: Indigenous games are in Canada, that are games of tribal people. We have 

tribal person on that board who tried to bring those games to Fargo but it didn't happen. 

I 
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Senate Government and Veter&UtS Affairs Conunitti,e 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 241 0 
Hearing Date 02/14/03 

Senator Nellon: It seemed the countries really support there people. 

Senator Bercier: Fargo was actually not large enough, that is one of the major reasons why the 

games were not held there. 

Senator Dever : My concerns is the separation of powers whether or not it is appropriate for the 

legislature to require the governor to issue a proclamation when it seems to me that it should be 

others that do thls. 

Sei:lator Bercier: I visited with the governor and he was fine with this. 

Senator Dever : could he do this himself! 

Senator Bercier: I didn ;t ask that specific question. this day would be important for the reason 

of sovereignty? We want people to enjoy our ceremonies and oulture. Tourism, which is not a 

issue. but some people come to ND to see the "Indians" expecting to see us in t~s but 

obviously that is not what they see. we need these continued efforts to help bring all people 

together. 

Senator Dever : the second Day of October is also known as Columbus Day. 

Senator Bercier: I would prefer not to have that day then, I would prefer to <:hattge that day. 

Senator F■lrfleld, sponsor of the bill is in support of SB 2410. 

Mervfn Packineau, vice Chairman of the Thret Afflllated Trfbel (Testimony attached) 

Senator Dever: Is this to bring Columbus Day and First Nations Day together? 

Packineau: I am not sure. I have not spoken with Tex Hall specHicalJy about this. I believe it is 

because the Native Americans believe that they were the natives to this land and this is in 

celebration of Columbus, Indians wouJct like to celebrate their day instead of having to celebrate 

Columbus Day. in faot our tribe already celebrates this day. 
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"' , dtlt td t Modern lnfol'Mltlon tvtt• for ■torofH111n1 end ' , 
Tht •1orotr1Jihtc f!Mfltt on thh fflM •r• eccurat• r.-~tfone or rteordl ver o di of tht AMrfc1n N1tfonat ltandtrdl lnetftut• .J 
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Pap3 
Sen.ate Government and V cterana Affairs CommJttee 
BiU/RtqoJution Number SB 2410 
Hearir u Date 02/14/03 

Senatc»r Brown: Do you happen to know what day South Dakota uses? 

Paeldneaa: No I am not sure, I do boUeve it is early November maybe,· 

Cheryl Kulal, ND lbdfan1 AffaJn Co.mmu1lon, in support of SB 2415. 

She gives a history of the Native Americans to thJs state, She also hacks up the reasoning for 

Columbus day, She states there are 563 tribes in America. 

Carol Two E1&1et, in support of SB 2415. she states there is many reasons to have First Nations 

Day. 

Closed SB 2410 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITIEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. SB U10 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Confer,,nce Committee 

Hearing Date 02/17/03 

TapeNwnber Side A SidoB 
Taoe 1 X 

Committee Clerk Sianature 

Minutes: 

0-350 
Meter# 

--

0 Senator Ka1'en Krebsbacht Chainnan reopens SB 241 O. All senators present. 

Senator Nelson moves a Do Pass 

L 
'\'; 

Fairfield 2nd 

6 YesONo 

Carrier: Senator Fairfield 

'· I 

flit 11crotrflp1fc fMttt on thf• f fl• 1r1 1ccur1tt r.,,r-..ctfn of rtCordl dt\lwrtd to Modern lnforNtfon SVtU• for 1lcrofHlinc1 and 
were ft llld In th• r191.1l1r cour11 of bulfnt11. Th• phototrlPhf o proc•H MNtt 1tendlrdl of th• AMtr1cen N1tfonal ttlndtrdl lnttftutt 
(AMII) ft>f" 1rchtv1l MlcrofflM. NOTICEI lf th• fflllifd ,.,. llbow f• lffl lttlblt than thft Notte•, ft,. due to th• qual1tV of tht 
doctM\t btfnt ftlMd, ~ ~ U,,. MJA~h"~ 1olaa\os 
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Date: :>/i1/b3 
Roll Call Vote #: J 

2003 SENATE ST ANDING COMMITIEJ ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJR ESOLUTION NO. ~*f 0 

Senate Oovemmettt and Veteran Affairs -~.:.::.:==---------- Committee 

□ Cheok here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By _N&...;;.-WL....,...\ $~fl{\~-- Seconded By -L.Co.--',6.AA.LJ( fl~'. ~Ll~d-

Senators Yes,, 
Senator Karen Krebsbach. Chr. v 
Senator Dick Dever1 Vice chr. ✓~ 
Senator Richard Brown ✓ 

Senator Rich Warclner v 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ---~if:___ 

No Senaton Yet-· No 
Senator April Fairfield V ,, 

Senator Carolyn Nelson V 

No 0 

Floor Assignment fa ~rBt \a: ............... _t-t_r~~====--------
Iftbe vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Th• 1tcrt11r_.,tc flMOt• on thf • f HM are accurate rept'oduct1ont of reeordl dt\lYtred to Modtrn lnfol'tMltlon tytt• for t1tcrofH•tn1 .wt .J .. ·· 
were fHMtd fn tht rttt.1l•r courH of bullnttt. Th• photooraphfc procoe1 •t• 1tendlrde of th• AMrtcen National ltiandtrdl ll'lltftutt 
(AMII) for archfv•l •tcrofl\M. N011C£1 If th• fll!Md tmeoe abovt t• l••· ltalblt thin thfl Mottet, It,. dut to th• qualftY of tht 

-• bltOI ftlMd, . ~ ~ C ~ \ U ,~ ,.,u,"'~~"''~;:~\"" .~ _ tOJ aalos 
Optretor•• siQN1tUrt Dttt 
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RIPOlff Of' STANDING COMMITTII (410) 
l'ebruary18,200a li2ta.m. 

RIPORT OP STANDING COMMmll 

ModUM No: IR-a140SI canw, 11a1rtWc1 
lneert LC:. Tltle:. 

SB 241 o: Govemmtnt and V.....,. Affalra Committee (Sen. Kreblbeoh, Chairman) 
recommends DO PA88 (8 YEAS. 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), SB 2410 
was placed on the e,eventh order on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (3) OOMM Page No. 1 

Th• •tcrotr•pMo fMtu on thf1 ffl• 1r1 ttcurat• rtpl'oc.'.uctfON of ~ol'dl •lf v.red to Modt,.,, lnfo,wttoti IYlt• for •forofHlfl'II Ind 
Wirt f ttlltd tn th• reoultr count of bulfnt11. Th• phototriphfc procu• MNtt 1t.,.rdl of th• ANrf can N1tton1l 9t.,_NM lf'lttttutt .J'' 
(Mil) for 1rchfY1t •tcrofllM. NOTIC!t If tht ftlllild IMtt llbovt ft lttt lttfblt than thft Notfct, ft ft M to tht quality of tht 
doclant bttnt fttMd. ~. ~ 1 ~t--. c·t'~ l"',:-.~l ~ , .. ' 

l~~ tAN\.~l..b.~ .}.)Joo~ 
0ptr1tor111fonatur1 01tt 
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Sb 2410 

The 111lcroaraphlc fme;ea on thta film are accurate re,,rocbltlons of records delivered to MocMrn Jnfor1113tfon Sytttllll for 111fcrofll•ino lll'ld 
were filmed 1n the regular ccurae of buslneas, lht photographic proceaa meet, standards of the American Natfonal Standtrdt Jnttltutt 
(ANSI) for archival microfilm, NOTICE1 If the filmed lmege above ts leas legible than this Notice, ft fs due to the quailfty of tht 
doc"""'t btlnt filmed, __ ~ c ~ 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITI'EE MINUTES 

BILURBSOLUTION NO, SB 2410 

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

CJ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-14-03 

T Number Side, A SideB 
1 X 

2 

Meter# 
19.3 

21.1-23,8 

Minutes: Qbairman Klein open the meeting on SB 2410. AU committee members were 

present. 

Senator o,connell: appeared and was in favor of SB 24 '- 0. (SEE ATTACHED TESTIMONY), 

Re,presentatiye Grandei are other states doing this? 

Senator O'Connell: I oan•t !ltlswer that question. 

Rem:esentative Bouchee; appeared in support of SB 241 O. The state of South Dakota does this 

and there are some other states, but I dontt know which they are. 

The Native Americans make up a significant percent of our states population, they are the largest 

minority group in the state rutd I sometimes become offended when we are reforroo to Native 

Americans in North Dakota as minorid .,s because indeed they were the first people here. Long 

before the Europeans came to North Dakota. 

David M, Qigp. President, United Tribes Technical ColleRei appeared in support of SB 2410 and 

provided a statetnent (SEE ATJ'ACUED TESTIMONY). 

operator'• stonaturt , 
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Houao Oovemment and Veterans Aff'ain, Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SB 241 O 
Hearing Date 3-14-03 

Catol Two flis1e; appeared in support of SB 241 o, 

lleldl1 cJoHd, 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMIITBE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. SB 2410 

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-27-03 

Ta~ Number Side A Side B ..,___ .... 
1-----1-r __ -+--------"-----x 

Committee Clerk Si 

Meter# 
18.8-24.0 

Minutes: Chairman Klein; letr. e up SB 2410. All committee members were present. 

Re_presentatiye Gtande; after discussion with the tribes, what they would like to do is have First 

Nations Day fall on the Friday before the second Monday of October, 

&.~u:esentative Otandei moved to AMEND SB 241 O as presented by Grande. 

Re,m:esmitative Haas: SECOND the motion to amend SB 241 0. 

Re_presentatlye Tiernan: made a DO PASS MOTION ON SB 2410 AS AMENDED. 

Rgesentatiye Winrich; SECOND the motion. 

VOTE; 13-YES .o:.NQ. l•ABSENT (KLEMIN). 

Modon carried. 

_&mr$intatiye Grande: wm cmy the bill to the floor . 

Tht 1fcr09rtptfc t-,.1 on this ffl• are accur1tt rtpl'oductfont of racordl dttfvtrtd to Nodlrn lnfo,..tton tvet• for •fcroff httl'IQ and 
Wirt f HIid tn th• rttUltr cour•• of bultnt11. Tht phototr1pMc proc111 111ttt• atlnCMrdt of the Alllrf can Nattontl ltandlrdl hwtttutt 
(ANll) for 1rchfv1l Microfilm. NOTICE! If th• fflllltd fNtt lbovt f• l••· tec,fblt than thf• Notfct, ft ft M to tht -ltty oi tht 
docullel'lt bttng fHIMld. ~ ~ ~ 
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~ ~tt;.. Government 111d Veterana V ~ / o.3 r 
March 27, 2003 ~ / 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2410 

Page 1, tine 8, after "the" Insert "Friday before the• 

Renumber accordfngly 

Page No. 1 08357.0102 
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2003 BOUSE ST ANDING COMMIT? 
SENATE '.lllLL/RESOLVTI: ~~~L ~;OTI 

-:----=00::::.!.VE!:.!RN~MENT~~AND~V~~~T!]ERAN~f!Sl_AFFmAIRS~L----□ . . Committee 
Check here for Conference ColDl\'dttee 

House 

Leaftladve Council Amendment Number 

- -+Mlco-:lr~~~AraffiQ,OJJJW1d.uQ\rontO!~~/;~t~~> ~8 --
Motion Made By /'_ ~t'\a A·· Ua A ti a, \.1' uD <' Seconded By lJ LIA 

Action Taken 

Renntentadve1 Y• No .Renretentatlv• Y• No 
Chairman M.M. Klein . B.Amennm 
Vice Chairman B.B. Orande L. Potter 
W.R.. Devlin C. William, 
C.B. Hua L Winrich 

0 
1.r-~--
L.R. Klemm 
L. Meier 
M. Sitte 

-
W.W. Tieman 
R.H. Wikenheiser 

-

' 

I I 

T otal (Yes) __ _µJf;IJ__ __ No 7) 
Absettt ----.....::.__--~-----

------l-------
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an llmendmon• brl fl indi . .., e Y cate intent: 

.Qd<t fr1q~ 
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·,.._../ 

!ht 1110,oeraphto ,,..... or, tht• Ill• •re ,....-ot• roprocb>tl..,. of , ... ,. cit\ tverod to Modtrn Inf-ti on tyot• for ■toroll\111" 111d · 
wtrt fllMtd In th• rotul•r oour•• of l,ullnH•• 1ht pt,otoerei,l,lo proott■ .. u ■t■ridtrclt of the.,,,., NttlOMl lttndtrclt 1n1t1tut• .I 
(NIii) for erolllYtl Mlorofll•• II01ICE1 If the fllffild 1- ■- It \ttl \ .. lblt than thlt Notlo<, It 11 .,_ to tht qutlltY of the , 

c1oct,1111nt btl n1 f I\Mld, ~ i ~ C\~ \ _Tho, 1:C M0\.}y:)\J\b," ~ \OJaq\03 
o,,trator'• ltONltur• 1tt 
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Roll Call Vote#: 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMITfEI ROLL CALL VOT& 
SENATE BILLIRISOLUTION NO. dt.Jl) 

HOUie OOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS Committee 

D aieck here for Conference Comndtteo 

Leplative Council Amendmeat Number 

Action Tlken O~ fA55 ~ Aro0Hl€t t11 ~ G~ 
ModonMlldl!By 11~roi"- seQX!dedBy ~p Monc.L, _ 

............. Y• No ,Renreteatatlvel Y• No 
Chairman M.M. Klein a.Amerman I , 

I .i 

Vice Chainnan B.B. Grande 
, 

L Potter • 
W.R. Devlin C. Williams l 
C.B. Hau ~ LWimicb \J 
1.~-- ... 

j 

LR.. Klemin I i,.., A-
L.Meier 

.,.. 
M. Sitte I 

W.W. Tieman I 

I 

R.H. Wikenheiser 't 

Total .<Yea) ___ \_,l _____ No _....::O:;.,__ _____ _ 
Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment; briefty indicate intent: 
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TM .,c .. _rlphlo , .... on tht• fflM •r• 11CCUt"1t• reptoduotfone of recorda dtlfwrtd to Modtrn lnfo,wtton IVlt• fOI" atero#tl.,"1 and .J.: 
MIN fHMd 1n tht rttUl•r count of buttnHa. Tht photoorephfc procH1 ... t, tt..,.rdl of tht AMtrfc,n National ttlt1dl,. lnetltutt 
(Mtt) fo, 1rchtY1\ •loroftla. NOTICII If tht ffllld , ... libovt ,. lffl lt1iblt than thf I Notlct, ft ,. U to th• qu.llty of tht 
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RIPORT Of' 9TANDING COMMITTII (410) 
March 27, 2003 3:17 p.ftl. Module No: HA-11 1171 

Carrter:a.... 
lnnrt LC: 11387.0102 TIiie: ,0200 

RIPORT 01' STANDING COIIMffl'II 
81 2410: Government 111d v...... Affllra CommfttN (Alp. II. kWn, Chairman) 

recommends AMINDIIINTI •• l'OLLOWI and When IO amended, tecommendl 
DO PAIi (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ASSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2410 \WI placed 
on the Sbdh order on the calendar. 

Page 1, llne a, after ,t,e• inaert •Frtctay before tt.• 

Renwnber accordfngly 

(2) Dnk1 (I) 00MM Page No, 1 
HR-11-1171 
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TRlBAL BUSOO!SS COUNCll. 
(701) 627-4781 

Pax (101) '27•3805 

MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three Affiliated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian Reservation. 

404 Frontage Road • New Town1 North Dakota 58763-9402 

Government and Veteran~, Affidn Committee 
North Dakota Senate 

58~ upladve Aaembly 

Tedlmoay of Three AfflUated Trlbel 
Moda1, Bidataa ud Arlkara Nation 

OD SB2410 
- "Flnt Natiou Day,. 

Pebrury 1', 2003 .. ;.,..., 

' ' ' ·'··' f,.t· ' . 
Madam Chair, members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present testimony 
today in favor of SB 2410. My name is Mervin Packineau, and I am the Vice-chairman oftM 
Three Affiliated Tdbes. I represent the Lucky Mound segment on our Tribal Business Council. 
1-.fy testimony today is provided on behalr of the Mandan; Hidatsa and Arikara Nation. 

This bill is very simple. It simply adds to the North Dakota Century Code a paragraph oalling on 
thepovcmor of North Dakota to iSh'Ue a proclamation eaoh year on the second Monday of 
October in honor of the .Tnbal Nations and their members that are present within the State of, 
North Dakota and the contn'butions they have made and are making to our state. Other states 
have such days. such as South Dakota. 

,1 ' 

Some have asked why we should have such a day placed into state law, rather than simply let the 
Governor issue a proclamation on that day. Putting the requirement to issue a proclamation in 
state law means that each Governor, no matter who that might be, has to take a small amount of 
time and recognize the First Nations of our statet which are the Federally recognb:ed Indian 
tribes and their memberst on the day that the Federal government has designated as a Federal 
holiday known as "Columbus,, day. 

We believe that it is important for the State of North Dakota to recognize the First Nations of our 
state, as this simple act can emphasize the positive relationship our First Nations have de\'eloped 
with the. State ofNot\h Dakota. There is no better day.for that proolamation to be gi~en than the 
day set aside for the persQD who began the process of leading Europeans and others to the lands 
of l)lY ancestors.. It is a small way of emphasizing the connections we now have with each other, 
and the consequcmces of the ittttractions over the years between those who followed Columbus 
and our Tribal Nations, including the contributions that our Tribe and our leaders such as 4 Bears 
and Sakakawea made to the Lewis and Clark Expedition as they wintered in our villages on the 
Knife River. · 

This bill will not cost the state anything, and so I urge a DO PASS recommendation from this 
Committee for this bill. . 
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UNITED TRIBES TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
3315 UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
BISMARCK, NORTH OAKOT~ 6850,4 • PHONE 701-255-3285 • FAX 701·530-0605 

March 14 2003 

Fifty-Eighth Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
House Committee on Government Affairs 

Fort Union Room 
State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota 

Testimony of David M. Gipp, President, 
United Tribes Technical College 
On S8 2410- First Nations Day 

Chairman Klein & Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify before you today on SB 
2410, a bill to establish First Nations Day in the State of North Dakota. 
I am David M. Gipp, president of the United Tribes Technical College, 
which has been serving American Indian Students and their families since 
July, 1, 1969. We are also known as the United Tribes ofNorth Dakota, 
when our tribRI leaders from the five tribes of North Dakota convene to 
discuss intertrib~l policy matters. 

As indicated, our board is made up of the five tribal chairmen from 
each of the five tribes of North Dakota and one other elected councilperson 
from each of the five tribes. United Tribes, itself, was established to serve 
our many American Indians who are not served or are poorly served as to 
the issue of receiving education and training. We are proud of our record of 
service and typically we serve some 450 to 500 adults and 250 children from 
as few as 25 to as many as 40 or more tribes from throughout the nation. 

I am here today to express our support of SB 2410. We believe this 
will represent an important and significant population within the state, as 
well as from '1fOund the nation. North Dakota has five Indian Tribes and 
reservations located within it boundaries. Some seven percent of our 
population in North Dakota are American Indian or indigenous people, 
These of course include the Mandan, Arikara, Hidatsa of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold, The Lakota and Dakota Indians who are 
at The Standing Rock Sioux Reservation and the Spirit Lake Dakota Tribe 
and reservation, and the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa. Of course. the 
Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota also have tenitory here in North Dakota, but the 
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predominant population resides on the South Dakota portion of that 
reservation. 

I understand this bill has already passed the North Dakota Senate with 
a substantial margin. 

Likewise, we hope the committee will offer a "do pass,, on this bill 
and refer it to the floor for successful passage. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, there is much to say 
about the contributions of American Indians, indigenous people. to the Great 
State of :Nort."t Dakota and to the United States and our surrounding nations. 
These peu,te are citii.ens of the state and enrich the state with their presence 
and diverse history of cultures of songs, dances, customs and languages. 
The Indian Tribes in the state have a special legal standing, as well. 

Indeed, we know that this is a "growing population. 0 It is and will 
be an increasingly important factor in the growth and well being of North 
Dakota. From what I can see, over SO percent of the American Indian 
population is under age 24. Our Indian Tribes continue to expand their local 
economies and have plans tbr more local in .. state investment by developing 
more businesses and industries. This means more jobs and more retention of 
North Dakotans as continued residents. 

Our North Dakota Tribal Colleges, including United Tribes, work 
hand-in-hand with the state university system and are moving toward greater 
dialogue on education program offerings and other strategies. 

Tribal leadership works well together from the various tribal 
governments and have a strong interest in the positive future of North 
Dakota, as well. 

We believe. passage of this SB 2410 will promote ( 1) greater 
educational awareness of American Indian or indigenous peoples and their 
contributions, (2) provide for greater knowledge and exchange between our 
tribes and other cultures, and (3) greater recognition of a growing 
population and its ongoing contributions to the state in all aspects of life
particularly as it relates to the economic and cultural well being of all North 
Dakotans. 

Thank you for your time and we wish you well in your deliberations. 
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SB 2410 provides that the Governor shall issue a proclamation each year 

designating the second the Monday of each October celebrating First Nation's 

Day. The ce]ebration, which coincides with Columbus Day would not create an 

additional holiday but would recognize the indigenous peoples of North Dakota. 

[The only catching point is that First Nation's Day would fall on Columbus Day. 

Like as not, this was not pure coincidence but I would suggest simply explaining 

that when Columbus arrived here the indigenous people were already here and the 

indigenous peoples were crucial to the establishment of the United States and 

North Dakota and have made significant contributions to our state and nation. 

Q Therefore, It makes sense that we would celebrate First Nation's Day on 

Columbus Day.] 
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