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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4001 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date January 24, 2003 

Ta Number Side A t---.-J._......;..... ___ .__ __ ;.;.. Side B 
#1 X 

Committee Clerk Si nature 

Minutes: 

Senator Holmberg, chairman, opened the hearing on SCR 4001 (#1928) 

Meter# 
1,928 - 3470 

Yvonne Smith. Deputy Director of the Department of Human Services (#2033) provided the 

committee with information in regard to the benefits of the funding flexlbilhy that has been 

' 
granted to the Human Service Centers, as well as to the State Hospital and Developmental 

Center. (Her written testimony is Exhibit #I which is attached) Sl11ce the 1995-97 biennium, the 

human service centers and the two institutions have operated under lump sum appropriations. In 

addition, the Department's appropriations bill has allowed the transfer of funds among the 

centers and the institutions, in response to client need. The combination of these two mechanisms 

has been instrumental in ou1· ability to provide the right services in the right setting to meet the 

needs that arise. In the past severul years, the Department has focused efforts on serving people 

as close to home as possible, and ln the least restrictive appropriate setting. The Department has 
• 

decreased the average daily census at the State Hospital from 228 in 1997 to 160 now. During the 

0ptrator'• 1{onatur• 

I 
I 
i 
l 
1 
I 

r 
I , 

J 



r 

I 
I 

I 

0 

'Page 2 
Senate Approprladons Committee 
Blll/ResoluUon Number SCR 4001 
Hearing Date January 24t 2003 

1999-01 biennium, $468,705 was transferred from the State Hospital budget to the human 

service center budgets to increase their capacity to provider community based caret including 

residential services, crisis residential services, short-term psychiatric hospitalization, medical 

detoxification, and other treutment and care services, The flexlblllty created by the 0 lump sum0 

budget has allowed the centers and the institutions to determine whether to purchase a service or 

provide the service directly, based upon the employee/provider market in their region. With this 

flexibility, they are able to address emerging needs more quickly, Through their strategic 

planning process, the Department has created a greater degree of alignment of services statewide. 

Through establishing our guiding principles and defining basic core services, we have been able 

to identify a base level of services that ought to be available to people statewide, regardless of the 

region they live in, however there is program flex.iblllty from region to region which altows for 

determining the breadth and scope Qf service, based upon the unique demographic, geographic, 

and economic factors. In addition, operational flexibility allows each region to determine how 

the services will be delivered. In other words, consistency is applied to the "what" of services, 

and program and operational flexibility is applied to the "how". Funding mechanisms currently 

existing in the Department's appropriations bill accommodate and encourage this flexibility. The 

regulations governing some of the federal funding sources create exceptions and limitations for 

the use of the funds. These regulations must be adhered to if we are to continue to access those 

federal dollars. The Department is very interested in maintaining the level of funding flexibility 

granted in the past biennium and look forward to working toward identifying additional funding 

flexibility based upon performance outcomes that reinforce the statewide system of care for 
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vulnerable people, They also asked that the committee consider including the State Hospitul and 

the Developmental Center in this resolution, 

Questions: (#2383) 

Senator Ki1zer: During the Human Service Center te~tlmony, we heard that the center in the 

Williston area served 25% of the populatiol1, Minot under l 0% and in Lake Region it was about 

1/3 of the population, Could you comment on that, why the variance, services of other agencies 

like the State Health Department or is the social economics conditions, what are the factors? 

Ms. Smith responded, it Is wide factor of reasons, in the rural regions there aren't private 

providers that are available to provide services, so the Human Service centers end being the only 

thing in town. For that reason some may serve more. than others. also the dem:lgraphics, like in 

the lake rt:gion where there is a higher degr·ee ot' poverty. 

Other tanimonies: 

Ser.ator Tim Mathern, (#2723) Senator from District 11 in Fargo and he served on the budget 

committee in governmental administration that brought this bill before the committee. He felt 

that the testimony by Ms. Smith showed why this study is needed. When the governmental 

administration committee visited the Human Service center, they were given the impression that 

there was not enough flexibility. As a legislature they had times hud mandated that certain 

programs be added, only to find out that the need was not there or had changed, and was then not 

doing what it should be providing. That is where this bill came from, in tact Senator Nething and 

a number of other people brought forth this resolution in order to making an environment where 

there is flexibility that Ms. Smith talked about .. He felt that botl1 the testimon!' and the 

experience they had on the subcommittee, there is a need for this study and he didn't think 
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anyone on the Interim committee would mind Including the State Hospital and the 

Developmental Center ln this study. Bottom line Is we want to make sure that the people get the 

right services and work with the dtpartment In muklng sure that there ls enough tlexlblllty to 

make that happen. 

With no other testimony, the hearing was closed on SCR 4001. (#2961). 

Senator Christmann: question regarding the language, if this resolution pa.~sed, Is this going to be 

a study resolution that Is required of the legislative counsel and thus takes away their flexibility? 

Should the wording being changed from directing to urges? Alan from Legislative Counsel: the 

language is consistent with alt shtte resolutions, so the Legislative counsel would decide whether 

this is studied or not. Senator Holmberg stated that this is not a mandate to have a study. 

Motion by Senator Robinson, seconded by Senator Mathern to pass SCR 400 l. Roll call vote 

was tuken on a do pass. Motion carried. (Ro11 cult vote in attached). Senator Mathern was asked 

to carry the first bill from this committee. Senator Mathern accepted. 

With no other business before the committee, the meeting was adjourned for the weekend by 

Senator Holmberg, chair. (#3470), 
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Date: 1-24-03 
Roll Cati Vote #: 1 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILIJRESOLUTION NO. SCR 4001 

Senate Appropriations 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken Do Pass 

Motion Made By Senator Robinson 

Senators Yes 
Senator Holmbera. Chairman X 

Senator Bowman. Vice-Chair X 

Senator Orindbera♦ Vice-Chair X 

Senator Andrist X 

Senator Christmann X 

Senator Kilzer X 

Senator Krauter 
Senator Krin.nstad X 

Senator Lindaa~ X 

Senator Mathern X -Senator Robinson X 

Senator Schobinser X 

Senator Taltackson X 

Senator Thane X 

Commhtee 

Seconded By Senator Mathern 

No Senators Ves No 
' 

·-

Total (Yes) --·------~13~No O ---~---------~ 

Floor Assignment Senator Mathern 

If the vote is 011 an amendment, brietly indicate intent: 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 24, 2003 9:25 1.m. 

Module No: SR-14-1024 
Cl"ler: Mathern 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMmEE 
SCR 4001 t AD1>roprl1tlon1 Commltt• (Stn. Holmberg, Ch1lrm1n) recommends DO 

PASS "(i3 VEAS1 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT' AND NOT VOTING), SCA 4001 was plaoed on 
the Eleventh order on the oalendf'\r. 

(2) OESI<, (3) COMM Page No, 1 

Tht •torotr..,,.,c ,_,.. on thlt ffl• 1r• ,ceut1tt r.,wocbthl'II of rNordt dtlfvartd tt Nod..rn lt1fo,...tton tytt• fot' ■tol°OfH .. t'II and 
... ,.. fttMd fn th• rttUltr C6UrH of bulfnetl, Th• phototr,phtc protHt MNtt •tmrdl of th• ANrlcan N1tton1l Htndlrdl lnttttutt 
(MIi) 10 .. 1rchfval MforoftlM. NOT I Cit If tht f Hlllld hllllt lbovt ta l ... ltalblt thll"I thta Nott ct, ft ,. •~\II) to th• qtMl tty of the 
~t btlrf ff lMd, ~ 

.Tu,,. M ""o.;,J,\b~~ 1◊taslas 
Oper1tor'• •ftnatur• tit• 



,I 

l 

,j 

) !' I 

I, 
:·1 

I:, 

,\ 

'-', f ~ ') ~. I' 

2003 HOUSE fft1MAN SERVtcis 

SCR 4001 

The 111tcroorai:,t,fc f1111;ea en th!• film are accurate reprcduetfons of recordt dtlfvertd to Modern Information Sy1t• for 111fcrofH•ino lhd 
wr• fl ll'lltd fn the rt0ul1r course of buafneu. The photographic proeeaa 111ttU 1tandards of the Alnerf cen National sul'ldardt lnet!tutt 
(ANSI) fbr archfve\ mfcroftlm, NOTJCSt If the 1flmed Image above fs le•• legfblt than this Notice, ft 11 due to the quality of the 
doo....,,t being Ill...,, ~ ~ (._~ 

L)R '"1/)(), u,,2->--&\,/\". Ld Operator'• s onature Datt 

' i 



r 

I 

I 
J 

I~ . •, 

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITIEE MINUTES 

BILURBSOLUTION NO. SCR 4001 

House Human Services Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March 25, 2003 

Ta Numbe,: Side A SideB Meter# 
1 X 0.6 - 2,8 
2 X o.o .. 14,6 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

~ LC Staff stating he was staff on the interim committee, this resolution came out of a 

budget tour that the committee had at the SB Human Services Cente.-- end there was discussion at 

the center as far as the change$ that they needed to respond to during the interim and to take a 

look at the way we do funds at the Human Service Centers across the state and to potentially 

allow them some additional funding, to respond to changes that hlppened during the interim. So 

that is the back gi:ound as to why this resolution was introduced. Senator Mathern chaired the 

committee. 

Re», Devlin: The tenn on line 16 for enhanced acc.ountability, in the Sunday paper it says that 

we are already micro managing the Human Service Centers and looking at every line i.tem and 

every dollar, so how could there be any more accountability than that'! 

' 
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House. Human Services Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SClt 400 I 

~ Hearing Date March 2S, 2003 
r 1 

Answer: I think what the thought was. the way that we are now funding the Higher Education 

System was kind of a block grant system and they are by additional accountability for the 

additfonal flexibility they have, 

Rem, Price: Was the discussion within a Human Service Center or between the Human Service 

Centers? Answer: It was within each Human Service Center 

Rm,, Amerman: Is this kind of looking at the round table like the University System has. is this 

going towards that? Answer: The additional flexibility would be similar to Higher Education 

but the results would intend to be the same. I don •t think the intent of the bill is to have a round 

table involving a number of people other than legislators. 

No opposition. Closed the hearing. 

Re;p, Amerman: My question has to do with mentioning the University Systems and I asked 

about the round table and they said they weren't really looking at that type of scenario, that is the 

only conccms I have, what they are going to be looking as far as the study goes. 

Re,p, Porter: Concem..q with Human Service Centers as competing head to head as a provider and 

communities and accepting third party private reimbursement from such providers as Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield and other insurance companies and that's competing against private 

individuals ~ttmd alone practitioners, whether they be psychologists, psychiatrist, counselors or 

whatever and I have a real hard time with that being part of their mission. I don't think it was 

ever intended that they become the sole source provider of these services in that community. 

Rep. Devlin: I agree with Rep. Porter, I've had complaints from the private sector on that very 

issue. 
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Rep. Wieland: They've gone far beyond what they were intended to do. We tafked about 

reducing the number from 8 to 4 and maybe this could be the vehicle by which to do that, They 

are already sharing directors in some cases, they could USf' their flexibility between the units as 

well. 

Rep, Pietsch: How many studies have been done on Human Services and thc.,ir departments? 

Don't know, 

Rm,. Wieland: rm not sure whether I agree with the one Whereas where it says the needs of 

cliettts and service priorities vary among the centers. I think that they do a lot of the same things, 

there may be a little different progrum, but the needs of the clients and the service priorities 

aren't any different, 

Rsm, Niemeier: Isn't the funding dependent upon the numbers? Answer: Yes, that wouldn't 

mean that 2 Centers couldn't combine. 

Rc,p. Portm.: Bench marker their program for deficiency. 

&mt Pollert: Concern with redoing this resolution is that I have reservations about them greater 

flexibility of how they switch their funds back and forth. That to me, would be a night mare. 

Th• 1tcroortS)htc f111t1t1 on thh fll11111r• 1ccuf'1t1 repr•ttona of reoor• dtltvertd to Nodtrnhlnf,~1tionNSV:1t•l •:::J:~•~~~t= 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMM11TEE MINUTES 

Bll.,I/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4001 

House Hlmlan Services Committee 

Cl Conference Committee 

Hearina Date March 26, 2003 

------~-~------------~----,.---•k----. Ts,e Number Side A Side B Meter# 
1 X S0.6 - 61.4 

X C " - 9,5 i---------+-----..,___---+---------t-
Committee Clede Si 

Minutes: Comm. work. 

Q Rem, Weisz moves Rep. Porter's & Rep. Wielands' amendments, ~nd by Rep, Pollett. 

Rm, WioJeoo explained what the amendmerlt would do, We really hog housed this. Line 1 we 

removed feasibility and desirability and then line 2 remove "of allowing' after centers and insert 

"admini1t:rative and program efficiencies competition with the pri\late sector, costs to pro\lide 

programs that are available in the private sector'' and then rem.ow, an additional flexibility. 

Basically we are putting into a study as opposc,d to allowing them the funding flexibility which 

they've asked for. 

Under line S we replaced the words unique with specific, maybe they are unique and maybe they 

are not; they're not. all unique, but they are specific:, that means that each one is different in some 

sort or another. 

In line 7~ we've replaced vary with "are similar" because they don't vary that much, that are very 

0 similar, the needs of clients and service priorities are very similar. 

''', · ,,'•_:,'•,:, ,.' .''','~i,,·,,.,.,.'li•,,,, ,,.:;(J:,.,.:.;f 
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After line 8 we've inserted whereas Human Service Centers except third party private 

reimbursement and compete against private providtrs for the same: services and clients, and they 

do that. Also the whereas the Human Service Centers are already sharing admirustrators and we 

talked about the fact that I believe there are 5 adm.i,Ustrators now the eight centers. So they are 

wrina-

We m removing lines 9 through 12 which just takes out the whole reference to the fundina of 

the ND Sym,m, etc. After line 14, we're insetting that the ugislative Council study the delivery 

of services and costs vs. benefits for those services provided by the 8 Human Service Centers and 

to consider the possibility of combing Service Cet\ters 81'.\d the admbtimative costs of the centers 

relatfJCI to the programs and clients served and study third party reimbursements and competition 

with the private provider. Then remove lines 15 through 17, lines 18 through 20 remain, 

Rep. Price: I mentioned my anonymous letter with Carol Olson last night and it did address the 

private issue and the administrative cost issue and actually it addressed the fact that someone in 

the third party that there waiting lists are growing again, Some of the 0Hentele arc having to wait 

longer to get services. Apparently she had received a similar letter also. 

am,. Wg: Should delete "and" after the last whereas, after line 8, 

&m,. Sandvia: Problem with line 2. feels its cumbersome. Answer: Thatts the basically the title. 

Rg. Sandvia: I have a problem with removing the additional funding and flexibility because its 

taking the intent of the resolution and making it something else, 

R,ep, Wieland: Feels it will end up being a part of the study, 

0ptretor'• 1f1n1tur• 
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Rop. Niaeter: I find this hog housfna is entitety inappropriate, Legislative Council brouaht this 

in whose intent is to address the funding flexibility and hog house it into a different subject 

altoaether doesn't flt well with me and I would oppose it. 

Item, Price: 1here may be a chance that the Dept. is actually going to ask the budget section for 

IOIJle of this within the Leaislative Seuion dependina on the amowit of fundina tho Dept. gets 

they may Mk for tledbility ript now to do some cbangiq. 

Rap, Pour Why not just leave it in then? 

Rm, PoJkrt: Not wild about t\mdiq flexibility, so likes it where its at. 

VOTB: 7-4-2 Passed 

ft.Op. Pollot made a motion for DO PASS IS Amended, second by Rep. Kreidt. 

Rca,, Wieland: I hope that from this study, that we would have a better delivery service to the 

clien~ after all its tM clicttts we're concerned about instead of getting lax and just looking at IS 

job security. I look at this as something positive and that there could be great improvement with 

protection and for the service of the clients. 

VOTE: l O .. 2 • 1 Rep. Wieland will carry the bill. 
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PR.OPOSED AMENDMENTS TO S.C.R. 4001 

Llne 1, remove "the feuibillty and delinbility" 

Line 2, remove •of allowiq", after .. centen .. lwt ", adminiatntive and Pft9llll efflcienci-. 
competition wida tbe private aector, colt to provkle pqt1m1 that are available in the private 
Nctot" and remove "additional ftmdtna flexibility" 

Line 5, replace "lmique'" with .. .,ciftc" 

Line 7, replace '\Illy' with"• similar" 

Aftll' lilll I luert: 
"WHBIUWI, human aervice ceam accept third party private rehnbunemlld and 

compete tpiut pivate providen far tbe w .-vtcea MM! cUema; and 
WHEREAS. tbe humara Ml'Vice cenu!ft a already sbarina ldmfmmaton; ~ 

Remove linel 9 tbroup 12 

After line 1 • imert: 
Wfhat the tealslative Council study the delivery of lel'Vices and the coat venua benefit of 

thole services provided by the eipt human service centers and to consider the poulbility of 
~ .ervice centers and the ICbninistntive costs of the centers related to the JXOll'8IDI and 
clients ..ved, IDd study third party reimbunementl and competition with the private providers ... 

Remove lines l S tbrouah 17 
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Adopted by the Human SeMC88 Committee 
Maroh 26, 2003 

HoUN Amlndffllftta to 8CR4001 • Human leMCN Committee OIID/2003 

Page 1, line 1, replace "the feasibility and cteslrabHtty• wtth "the delivery of servlcee and the colt 
versus benefit of those servtcea provided by the eight human service centers, conllder 
the posslblllty of combining eervtce centers and the admlnlatrattve coeta of the centet'I 
related to the programs and cUenta served, and study third-party reimbursements and 
competition wtth private providers.• 

Page 1, remove llne 2 

Page 1, Hne 5, replace •unique• with 11speolflo11 

Page 1, fine 7. replace "vary• with •are afmHa..­

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 12 wtth: 

'WHIRIAI, human aervtce centers accept third-party private reimbursement 
and compete against private providers for the same servtces and cllents; and 

WHIRIAS, the human service centers currentty share administrators:• 

Paga 1, replace lines 15 through 17 wtth: 

"That the LeatstatiVe council study the delivery of servtces and the cost versus 
benefit of those servb,s provided by the eight human service centers, consider the 
posslblllty of comblnln\J service centers and the administratwe costs of the centers 
related to the programs and clients served, and study third-party reimbursements and 
competition with the private prl.'>viders~ and• 

Renumber acoordfngfy 
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Date: March~ 2003 
Roll Call Voto #: 

2003 BOUSE STANDING COMMITrEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL'RISOLVTION NO. SCR Ml 

House HUMAN SER.VICES 

□ Check here for Conftnnce Committee 

Leplati-ve Council Amendmeat Number 

Action Tlbo 1tc (~ Jb ~J 
Motion Made By 8.p R.llu±. Seconded By £.p in,,idf, 

- -tatlwl Y• No D-- tativM __ , 
lteD. Clara Sue Price • Chair • Jleo, Sally Sandvia 
Ila,, Bill Dcviin. Vice-Chair ft ho. Bill Am«man 
Iteo. Robin Weisz v Ren, Carol Niemeier 
Rm. Vonnie Pietlch v Rep, Louise Pott« 
Rm. Gerald Usrlean v 
Ren. Chet Pollert v 
R•. Todd Porter V 

•.: 

Ren. Garv Krefdt t/ 
Reo. Alon Wieland V 

Total (Yes) lo No ~ --
Absent I 

Floor Assignment Rop. W/eJt11n<L 
If the vote is on an amendmen~ briefly indicate intent: 

Committee 

Y• No 
,~ 

"""' a.--
r./' 

flit ■tctotr.-f e , .... on thtl ft \1 •r• IOeutttt ~1tltN of rtcONII •l twl"td to Nodtffl lnfOMtlOft ..,. •• for ■terof1 llh,t rd .J', -,,'. 
Wirt ft \Nd '"' tht rqular COUl'H of bulfntllo Tht phototrl,ttt O proctH ... t, It .... ,. of tht AMtrlcllf'I Natt en\ ttdrdl I MU tut• 
(AIIII) for 1rchfV1L MfcrofH•· NOTICII If tht fHild , .... lbovt •• lHI lttlb\t thll\ thit Notice, tt ,. dul to tht C(IMl tty~, tht 

doUllnt btlnt ft \Md. f"'...t:t.. 'i t\ c--~ \ Tu,~ ~9'-~"" :::;::wvv 1c1 aa\os 
operator'• 1lgnaturt Datt 
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R~PORT 01' STANDING COMMrTT!I! (410) 
March 27, 2003 1:45 a.m. 

Module No: HR-U-1872 
Carrier: Wieland 

lnNrt LC: 33011,0201 TIiie: .0300 

Rl!POAT OF STANDING COMMITI'EI! 
ICR 4001: Human ServloN Committee (...,. Price, Chairman) recommends 

AMINDMINT8 A8 POLLOWS and when IO amended, recommends DO PA88 
(10 YEAS; 2 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCR 4001 waa placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, ,...,.ce "the feaslbHlty and deglrabmty• with ~ dettvery of services and the 
cost val'IUS benefit of those servtces provided by the eight human service centers, 
consider the posslbUlty of com~nlng service centers and the administrative costs of the 
centers related to the programs and cllentl served, and study third-party 
relmburaementa and competition with private providers.• 

Page 1, remove line 2 

Page 1, ltne 5, replace •unique• with •apeclflo• 

Page 1, Hne 7, replace \lary .. with •are almHa..­

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 12 wtth: 

-wHERl!AS, human service centers accept third-party private reimbursement 
and compete against private providers for the same services and cllents; and 

WHEREAS, the human servfce centers currently share administrators;• 

Page 1, replace llnes 16 through 17 with: 

"That the Leglsfatfve Council study the delfvery of services and the cost versus 
benefit of those seMCee provided by the eight human service centers, consider the 
possfbltlty of combining service centers and the administrative costs of the centers 
related to the programs and cllents served, and study third-party reimbursements and 
competition wtth the private providers; and 11 

Renumber accordingly 
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Senate Concummt ~ 

Senatt Appn,priatlone Committee 

January M. 2003 

Chalnnan HollllNfl and membtN of the lenate Appropriations 

CommlttN. I am Yvow Smith, Deputy Director of the Depab1~ of 

Human ..,._~ I w•• Wen yau today to provide Information In 
I 

ntganl to the benet'llli of the funclng flexlblllty that ha bNn granted to the 

Human .... icec.nters. •wall •to._ ltata Hoepltat and Devek,pmental 

Since the 1111-17 biennium, the human NtVlct centera and tht two 

lneltutlone haW operatN under lump eum approprtatlone. In addition, the 

Depab,18ht's approprtdone blff hal allow9d the llwftr of funde among 

the C8l'dln and the •~ In rNpome to client nNd. 11le 

combination of th••• two mechan..,.. ha bNn lnatrumental In our ablllty 
to provide the rlaht ..,.._ In the rtght Nttlng to meet the needs that 

artN. 

For example, for the paat several yeara, the Depa, tment ha focUMd efforta 

on Nt'Vlng people • ckMN to home • poe1lble, and fn the lwt tNtrtctlve 

appropriate Nttlng. Aa IUCh, we have decrwed the average dally cwus 
at the State Hoepltal from 228 In 191'1 to 180 preuntly. During the 1911-01 

biennium. $418,701 WIIII tranafemld from 1M State Hoapltat budget to the 

humm wvtce centar budQMII to lncw their capacity to provider 

community baaed care, Including ntSldentlll services, crtal1 l'Nldentlal 

NMCN, short-term peyc.iuatrtc hoapltallzatlon. medlcal detoxification, and 

other natment and care urvlcee. 

The flexlbltlty created by the 14lump sum" budget ha allowed the c~ 

and the lnatftutlons to determine whether to purchaM • Nl'Vlc• or provide 

the Nrvtce clNCtly, ble.ct upon tM empfoyM/provtdw market In their 
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region. With thl1 ftexlblllty, we are 1bl1 to lddreu emerging n11da mort 

qufckly. In addition, when NYfnp ■re generated In the operdon of tht 
center or ~nstttutton, thou funda can be ,...reeled to pay tor dlntet cllent 
MrYlc-.. 

Through our •tratealc planning proclU, the Departmtnt hN crNted a 

grNter dlgrN of allgr.ment of wvtcee etatewlde. Through Ntabllehlng 

our gutclng prtnctplee 111d d9flnlng ballc CON NMCN, we have bNn able 

to ldlnllfy • bW level of W'VlcN that ought to be avllllallle to people 

.................. of the Nglon In which they live. However, theN II 

proora,n tlexlblllty from Nglon to Nglon which allowa for determining the 

bnN..dU, and ICOfM of ••nice, bMed upon the unique clemogrlphlc, 

CINll"IPhlc, and economic factora. In addltlcM, operatlonal flexlbllity 

allowa each NQlon to detelmlne how the MMC• wtll be dellveNd. In 

other worda, COllll8tency 18 appla.d to the "what' of aervtc-. and program 
~ •td op11111CH1■1 tlexlbltty le appllN to the "how."' 

,,r I 

Funding mechanlsrne currently exlatlng In the Department'• approprtltlontl 

blll llCCOrMIOdate and encourage thle fllxtblllty. The Naulatlon1 

governing IOffle of the fedlnll fundng sources aute expectailons and 

Hmltatfona fot the UM of the funde. TheN NQl,lldone must bl adheNd to 
If we .,. to continue to accea• thoN federal doll.,._ 

The Depattal'Ntrlt la very Interested In maintaining tM level of funding 

ftexlblllty granted In the paet blennta, and will look forward to working 

toward Identifying addltlonll funding flexlblllty baud upon performance 

outcomN that reinforce the atatewld9 ayatem of care for vulnerable people. 
We aak that you also conalder Including. the State Hospital and the 

Dtvefopmental Center In this NIOlutlon. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provldt comment. 
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