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2003 SENATE ST ANDINO COMMl'ITEE MINUTES 

BILURBSOLUTION NO, SCR 4009 

Senate Agriculture Co~ttee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 01/30/03 

T Number Side A SideB 
X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
195 .. 2763 

i(:) Chainnan Flakoll opened the hearing on SCR 4009. 

, .......... .. 

Senator K.rauter introduced and testiffod in favor of the resolution. (written testimony) 

Senator Krauter related his experience in production agdculture. He has tried to improve the 

environmental stewardship on his farm while;, maintaining product quality and improving his 

bottom line. Senator Krauter has done 100% zero till on his fann for the last 3 years. 

Brian Kramer with the North Dakota Fann Bureau ,testified in favor of the resolution. (meter # 

740) He highlighted lines 15 and 16 that talk about the spending commitment and Jine 20 that 

mentions it is a national program available to all producers. The North Dakota Fann Bureau 

feels the program should be introduced nationally rather than as a pilot program, He asked that 

the word "promptly" be added to line 2S so that it reads "fully and promptly implement". North 

Dakota Fann Bureau would like the resolution even better with that change. 

'· ;,. ,·• ;','.•,''r•' 1' .;o' ·y. 
' 

', I 

I 
I 

I 

th• 1tcrotr1Phfo ,...., on thf• ffl• art 1ccur1t1 reproductfone of reoordl dlllwrld to Modtrn lnforwtton tyet• for •foroffl11.,. and .J'· .,'. 
wer1 ff tNd In tht rttUlar cour11 of bultntt1. Tht photoeriphlc proeu1 Mttl 1tandlrde of tht Alltrtcan N1tfon1l ltNNM INtftutt 
(Mil) for 1rchfval Mtcroffl1. NOTJCII If tht flllld llllltt aboYt fl lHI ltttblt than thl• Notte•, tt ,. dut to tht quilf~y of tht 
douent btlnt ftlMd. ~ i ~ c-~ ) Tue). M .N>~\.h~~ 10 91\03 

0ptr1tor 11 titnttutt ttt 

J 



r 

,I J~,,: 
'. 

0 

Pqe2 
Senate Agriculture Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber iB 4009 SC:. f
Hearlng Date 01/30/03 

Gary Puppe, Executive Vice President of the North Dakota Association of Soil Conservation 

Districts testified in favor of the resolution, The soil conservation districts have been working in 

this direction since their inception, Many programs in the past are focused on fixing problems 

that have developed on fanns and ranches across the state, The Conservation Security Program 

is designed to sustain the productivity of the land. A producer oan choose at what level he wants 

to participate. OUr soil is our economic devefopment tool and the source of our new wealth. 

Paul Thomas, Northern Canola Growers Association, testified in favor of the resolution, (meter 

# 1001) They have had meetings with USDA on the implementation of the Conservation 

Security Program. The USDA officials indicated with current farming practices 60 • 70% of 

North Dakota producers would already qualify for Tier Ill, the highest production level in the 

program. Their association is not in favor of mandates of conservation programs and are in favor 

of a program like this one which allows a producer to choose what he wants to do on his land, 

Senator Klein clarified this isn't an environmental nightmare and many of our producers are 

already on board. 

Mr, Thomas said this is correct. It really allows a producer to implement a management plan that 

is best for his farm. 

Senator Urlacher asked if a producer went with the first tier could they then move up to the 

second or third tier? 

Mr. Thomas said each tier requires involvement of more of a producer's farm up to level three 

which involves the entire farm, 

Chuck Damschen, a farm.er from Hampden, and a past president of the Landowner's Association o ofNorth Dakota, testified against the resolution. (meter #1411) It is his understanding that 
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Senate Agriculture Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number-81t4009 Sli 
Hearing Date 01/30/03 

money was cut from commodity supports to fund this program. He thinks there arc strings 

attached to the program. He is in favor of conservation and thinks most farmers practice, 

conservation to protect the resources that provide their living. He thinks accepting the program 

is, in effect, sending the message that fanners do not already practice conservation. It also turns 

the fann bill into a wildHfe bill. He would suggest a resolution to direct these funds to additional 

disaster support for fanners. 

Senator Flakoll said that the first bill to pass out of the senate was a resolution to encourage the 

folks in Washington to provide drought relief to farmers and ranchers. 

Senator Klein asked if Mr. Damschen was familiar with the program or was he speculating this 

program would end up having strlngs attached? 

Mr. Damschen said he has not studied the program in depth. He said CRP started as a 

conservation program and has evolved into a wildlife program. Most of the dollars in CRP go to 

landowners from the city. Much of his area is in CRP and it has been very tough on the local 

businesses. He wishes a qualifying factor for CRP would have been continuing in farming. 

Senator Flakoll clarified the maximum enrollment periods for the different tiers of the program. 

Dennis Miller, past president of the Landowners Association of North Dakota testified against 

the resolution. He knows that agriculture needs help but he would much rather see the money for 

the program diverted to drought assistance. He distributed a brochure produced in part by 

taxpayer money that concerns him. 

Senator Flakoll asked if some of the practices encouraged by the program would be helpful in 

times of drought? 
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Bill/Resolution Number S8'4009 Sl ~ 
Hearing Date 01/30/03 

Mr, Miller said he is sure there are some good practices promoted by the program, One part of 

the program that he is against are perpetual easements which he thinks are a perpetual headache. 

Arden Hainer from Douglas, North Dakota. testified in a neutral position on the resolution, He is 

swrounded by CRP and feels that program destroyed his community and closed its school. He 

thinks it is important to understand the long range goals of the program. 

Senator FlakoU asked what he thought about the statistic that 60 .. 70% of North Dakota 

producers are already qualified for tier III with their cUttent farming practices? 

Mr. Hainer said he has trouble believing it. He urged caution. 

Chainnan Flakoll closed the hearing on SCR 4009. (meter# 2763) 

There was a short discussion of the CRP program. 

Senator Klein said the farm groups are on board with this resolution 

Senator Flakoll said you have to like the concept behind this program, 

Senator Urlacher said he is as concerned about land rights as anyone. 

Senator Erbelc, said we don •t want to dredge up the past. This program makes payment for good 

production practices, it doesn•t limit production. 

It was moved by Senator Nichols. seconded by Senator Urlacher and passed on a roll call vote 

that the Senate Agriculture Committee take a Do Pass action on SCR 4009. Voting yes were 

Senator Flakoll. Senator Erbele, Senator Klein, Senator Urlacher, Senator Nichols, and Senator 

Seymour. There were no negative votes cast. Senator Seymour will carry the resolution to the 

floor, 

Chairman Flakoll adjoumed the meeting of the Senate Agrloulture Committee. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTl!I! 

Module No: 8R•11-1424 
Clrrter: Stymour 

1""'1 LC: • Tltlt: • 

SCR 4009: Agriculture CommlttM CS.n. Plakoll, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 
(8 YEAS. 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SOR 4009 we.a placed on the 
El1venth order on the calendar, 

(2) OE&!<. (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURBSOLUTION NO, 4009 

House Agriculture Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date March 11, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
l X 

Committee Clerk Si ture 

Minutes: Chair Nlchow: Opened discussion on SC 

Meter# 
s03 .. 101s 

/~ Sen, Krauter: Supports with written testimony . . ......_..., 
Ga,:y Pul>JM (ND Assoe. of Soll Conservation Districts): Need to support producers who do 

well, Crop, grass, range, and forest land are all eligible. This is not commodity driven. This 

provides environmental benefits and is voluntary and incentive driven, 

Don•• MIQ@r (Land Owners A11oe. nf ND): There are a number of redeeming qualities to 

support the concept. However, there are not rules written for these programs and they would 

rather encourage the use of the funds to support disaster payments. 

BIR, Mueller: Congress already took these moneys for disastc,t payments, Why not fund this to 

the fullest extent? Miller said he is leery about a program without rules, 

Chair Nlchow: Closed discussion on SCR 4009, 
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMl'ITEE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO, SCR 4009 

House Aarlcultme Committee 

Cl Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-21--03 

'' 
TaoeNumbet Side A SideB 

ONE B 

Committee Clerk Si-, ·~ 

Minutes: 

Meter# 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Committee members lets turn to SCR 4009. What are your 

Wishes on th1e retoludon? 

REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER MADE A MOTION FOR A DO PASS. 

REP. ONSTAD SECONDED THE MOTION. 

THE ROLL WAS TAKEN. THERE WERE 10 YES 1 NO AND 2 ABSENT 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS CARRIED THE RESOLUTION 

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS CLOSED ON SCR 4009 
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SCP4009 
SENATOR AARON KRAUTER 

DISTRICT31 

• Conservation Security Program (CSP) is a voluntary program available nationwide. "The 
Conservation Security Program will provide payments for producers who have historically 
practiced good stewardship on their agriculture lands and incentives for those who want to do 
more, 

• CSP is complementary with the other programs, not competitive. 

• The objective of CSP is to help producers of working lands promote conservation and 
improve the quality of soil, water, air, energy, and plant and animal life, It provides 
environmental benefits by addressing resource concerns on agricultural working land. 

• Examples of resource concerns are water quantity, water quality, animal erosion, soil quality, 
air quality, animal management; and plant suitability. 

• Private agricultural land, including cropland, grassland, prairie land, and improved pasture 
land, and range land; land under jurisdiction of and Indian Tribe; and forested land that is an 
incidental part of the agricultural operation are eligible for enrollment is CSP. Land enrolled 
in the Conservation Reserve Program, Wetlands Reserve Program, and Grassland Reserve 
Program is not eligible. 

• The CSP is available to all owners and operators of agricultural operations, including Tribes. 

• CSP requires documentation of the current level of stewardship and enough information to 
estab_lish the payment. If the producer chooses to move to a higher level of treatment, then 
the formal planning process begins. 

• Payments will include a base payment determined by the treatment level, maintenance 
payments for conservation practices, enhanced payments for treatment that exceeds the 
minimum criteria, and the opportunity for cost-share for those who want to increase their 
conservation treatment. 

• A three-tiered approach to treatment levels is used when offering base payments, 

11 Tier I level of treatment addresses at least one natural resources concern on part of the 
agricultural operation. Base payment is S percent of the average national rental rate 
for the 2001 crop year for the specific land use. Tier I contracts are limited to S years. 

• Tiel JI level of treatment goes a step further; it must treat one natural resource concern 
and involve the entire agricultural operation, Base payment is 10 percent of the 
average national rental rate for the 2001 crop year for tho specific land use. Tier II 
contracts range from 5 to 10 years, as detennined by the producer. 

Page 1 of2 

........ ,,' '"'"'·· ··~ 
. ' 
i I . 'v 

J 



r 
SCP4009 

SENATOR AARON KRAUTER 
DISTRICT31 

• Tier III is the highest level of conservation management: it must treat all natural 
resource concerns and must involve the entire agricultural operation, Base payment is 
l S percent of the average national rental rate for the 2001 crop year for the specific 
land use, Tier III contracts range from S to 10 years, as detennined by the producer. 

• In addition to the base payment, participants will receive up to 7S percent (up to 90 percent 
for beginning fanners and ranchers) of the cost of maintaining conservation pmctices, as 
determined by the county average costs for 200 l of conservation practice mainterwicc. 

• If a producer desires to move to a higher tier, cost-share paytnents for needed enduring 
structural or agronomic practices are available through the CSP at up to 1S percent of the cost 
of the new practice, or up to 90 percent in the case of the beginning farmers or ranchers. 

• CSP will help owners and operators of agricultural lands maintain conservation stewardship 
and implement and maintain additional needed conservation practices. The conservation 
benefits gained will ke.ep farms and rancheA more sustainable and increase the benefits 
provided to all Americans though improved natural resources. 
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AGENCV OFFICES AND PHONE NUMBERS 

Nn11 II l>akot 11 

<!111n1• al\d 1"!.~li !J,.pll!'tln,.111 
IOI) N11l'th l!il'llllil'I'/( 
Ex1,1·1•:-:~,1·111· 
m~u1rn•1·k, ~·I) ,'i.'-:11 l 1 
7111-:l~:-i-l~l/Hl 

'• 
Ti'u1 Nut llJ'I' < '11i1:-:(•t•1·1u11,,, 
Jl,ll, H11,.._ I 1.·11i ' 
Hl~1uu1•1•k ;\ J 1 .'i~.'in:! 1 i.·11i 
7fl f . ~:J:J .,.I( i I 

l'.~.lJ .. \, ~:11111·1!11/1'.•llltl'•·•" 
( '1111!-,t•l'\'ill I• II I ,.;I •I'\ 1('1' , 
:!:?1 1 l•::1.•1 lt1, .. w1· .hi•, 
Jli.,111:11·,-L. ,\!f 1 .',-<,111 
711 l-:!,\11. I l:!.', 

The mfcroaraphtc fmagea on thfa fflm ere accurate reprodoctfona of record• d•lfvered to Modern J~formetfon Sy1ttMt for mlcroftlMlno end 
wtrt filmed In the regular courae ot butlneaa. The photoaraphfo proce11 meets at1ndards of the Arnerfcan N1tfon1l Standardt lnttltute 
(AN91) for archfval mlcrofflM, HOTIC£t If tha fflmed Image above ls leaa leolb\t than this Notfce, ft fa due to the qualfty of the -t btln, filmed, •. . ~ . ~ ' 
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TIVE PRAIRIE· VALUES, MANAGEMENT, 
[) CONSERVATION PHOGRAMS . ,·: ~,4,Jj;f 

.. -~.1111~:I 

-~ kttflt,~ ~~I/Aid 
/-/111<#4.ftJ & Wt/4t1✓ 

........... " 
I , 

) .. , ... 

"Wlthiu oue h1u;u111 l1/etirne, the 
ptai'n'.es have JJ(lSBed fi"otn 

wilderness to beconie the mo8t 
alteted habitat in this country and 

one of the niost distitrbed, 
ecologically si'mplified and 

over-exploited regions in the world. 
The essence of what we risk losing 

when the grasslands are destroyed is 
not a species here or a species there, 

but a quality of life, 
the largeness and 

1JJildness that made 
this country 

remarkable."· 
\ .. Adrian F~sytli': ... 

.'.::'{l!)::):•hit'.i 
l, . ,1/{{,\fft;,. •1. 

'} i\1tM&ttFf~- . t~' 
.• .'(1•j ~-r!-'li,,~r:;,-•,,,~ i.1• 

,.;,· :d: 4,ff1,1 ti""''-.r~, .•. ~n 
,(, 1~)< : fM· '\:Nt~i -· 
. -._~,•-·i't·.:-\(i/t:1):i:)/F•.-

\ I 
\\ 

Nttl l\•p p1·11!t'i1• Olll'I' ,-:t l'l'ldll'd I\JI' 
h1111d1·1•d~ t1l' mil«•~ 1u•1·11~~ 1111' 111lddl" 
~1•1•1io1111f 11111' l!Ollllt I'.\', t111\·1 1lfo,l.!' 111'111'1,I' 
H IJIIUl'll'I' ol' tlll' J11\\'1•1• -11-1 };1111t•};, 

r __ ·. 1
1
1·11id1• .-:111111rn·1«• ◄ 1,111 l'IH>l'IHOII~ 

, \'lll'i1 1l,\' 11r plHlll nnd Hlll11111I llfl•, 
iud11di!l,l! lw·g-,, lll't'dK ot' hi~t11l, 

1

1
·_1 Jll'llll).d1111·11, 1•lk, pl11hlK g·1·l:1.:-:lit1:--, ,llld 

\\'01\·1•~. Thi• wlld pl'llhfo i11h11lill1111t14 
1\ tlwi\·1•d whli wildfh•oi,, g-1•uil111-(', 

· 8t•ttl<•ment h1·ou~fht an on<I to th~ 
.
1 

d1•1mght, lwat itnd cold. 

:_: hom1dleKs p1•1.1i1 1il' !a11<lHc!lp(h the greitt. 
hm•d14 or biHon, 111Hl tho 1·<.mewing 

I wlldfit'('S, Piu11UtH'H begun to lweak the . 
, p1•11il'itJ :.:od, nn<t within the span or 100 · 
t ?<-'lll'l-1 1w11h•ip waH ulmo:-;t eliminated. 
_:~ 'rh«i 11chm1t and moHt dive1•1-1e p~es 
,_ now m·e bountiful cropland. Todi\y;'the ff p1•ailfo ecmiygtem Is just a ghost of ltK 

f Ol'llWI' Helf, 
Prail'le is now com-;irlered one of 0111· 

most imperiled habitats worldwide. In 
North Dakota, approx-intately 80% or 
ou1· prairie iH gone, with most 

· remnining ureas round in the arid 
west. In the Red River Vall_ey, over 
95% of our prairie is gone. With this 
loss, prairie plant and unlmnl 
populations have also decline4, with 
!\Olne species now becoming rare. 

Many pt·ail'i~ bfrds currently show 
population dedinesj the w.ettwrn 
prail'ie fringed orchid is now a rare 
flowel' of the tallbtrnss prairie; and the 
Dakota Hkipper butterfly is another 
)ll'ahie inhabitant whose numbers n1·e · 
decreasing, Each of these declines is 
believed to be directly related to the 
loss of prairie, 

Pruirie pl'ovides important values to . 
people. lt contains dozens of animals, i 

-. huttdl'<!ds of different plants, nnd 
thowmncls of insects. These species ', 
provide genetic.4,\yendty impo1•tant to: 
agriculttu·e and n1edlclne. Planted i · 
hrrAAsland1-1 do not begin to match the -· 
diversity found In native prairie. 

In addition to its importance to 
wildlife, prahie is also crucial for soil 

/ 

· l td t Mode n lnfoNMt1on sv1t11111 for 111torof I lMh'IG tnd 
ht Mier rephtc t1111gt1 on thh film art accurate reproduction• of rtcol'dl dt tv:~.nda~d• of the A111erlc1n N1tlnnal St1ndardl lnot1tutt 

!.rt ft t~ tn tht r1tul1r cour11 of butlnt
11

11•h Tfhrl:::t,:,•r~:o::Of:'(e:-~:01blt than this Nott ct, tt ta dut to tht qualt~V of 
th

• 
(AMIii for 1rchlY1l fflloroftlo, NOTICl1 t t ¼ ) \ 
11oo-.1 btlnt fllnlld, -~ ~~ <:__.$) lQa.'.3 03 
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illid \\':ti .-1· 1•111i..:1•I'\ !11 h 11 I, I '1·:ii1·i1• 
1'l'11\'id1•,- ll l'1•111i11d1•I' ul' 11u1· 1·111·:il 111ul 
pio11t•Pt' lw1·il:1.~1•: ii p1·01·lil1•:-
1•1•1·1·1•nl i11llnl HI'! i\'II IP~ 1:111·!1 n...: lllll11 inµ, 
hildnp·, 1111d lii!'dll'11t(•lil11g: 1111d I! 01'11•1•.-: 
li\'lllµ: hil1111·:11111'i1•.-; t'111• ~1•11•11tlfi1· 
1·1•:-:1•lll'<•it, I 11•:ildt• 11!i-:11 p1•111·id1•s 
t 1('11111llni<• l1l'IWl'it HI Iii'< 1l11.d1 l'Ht 111 1 

g·1·n:i.lng, h11.vl11,u:, 111HI 11ut'i1·1• .-:1•1 1d 
h111•,•p~ti11,1.r. \Vlwn w,, loi-:t1 pl'J1il'i1 1, 

\\'(t loi-:1• p:ll't of Olli' 1wt111·11I h<•l'ltng·l1, 

1111d \\'1• lww 11 v11h111hl(• 1·1•1-Wllt'(•1•, 

"Consermilion i& a state of hannony between 
men and la.nd. We abu.<Je land because we 1'eg<wd 
it as a comm.odity belonging to its. When we see 

land as a ('01wnw.nit.y to which we belong, we 
may begin to use it u.Jith love ancl tesvect. 11 

•Ald<J IAJopold 

Wise use of our prairie resources can 
p1·eserve our natural heritage, whUe 
also benefiting mankind. The prairie 
ecosystem ii:; sustained and maintained 
by fire, grazing, drought, and other 
natural forces, The natural forces 
which shaped our original prairie ean 
he adapted to conserve and manage 
pr-ahie areas today. 

To improve or maintain your 
prairie's health and diversity, it ls 
important to be aware of the type of 
pralrie that you own. Management 
treatments will have different impacts 
on various praf rie types, which differ 
due to soil, moisture, slope, artd other 
factors. Be aware of what plants make 
up your prairie and what factors 
influence it. , , . .., . 

,·,' ,;:;;: i:i: . ·.:. ,<:>\1'.'.,,/; ,r: 
, BURNING ··:; · :,\,:\..1JV,· i' 1,.'.l,:·'•.::.r• ·· ,,' .. ' 
'::'· ·,·•;;,. ,: '.i . Fu-es once swept ~ ~uriarli& ot · ,: ' 
. i).~1t\·~ · ' · miles ot the. unbroken ~rairief §,\{-.. . :>.: ( ,t· 

,, .. i\/1:' :, 1 landscape. Prairie· 1 

( ·v.el'" ,1 :: i •:,1: 
l{\~\',x'-".•.·.1• .. - .... ,·.onlik~·. ,~ .. ; ',,,.,,•, ,,, '; q•.;;~,:,,, '.·•:U.':i,' 
V'(!>,•11\(, ,<1½.•'lll'."•i e ·t· \ fl : pSr,~·I) 
1lJ·l·f:)·•dt,prahie · · · , · ' t .' · · · · · · ~ ~ ,,:Jt 

~., lr1,•, .... , . d'· .1~• '"''i~.,1·· ....... , ••. \ ,~...,1,,_\~~1·,•f 
./•,1{\\'. :groun l)ro : · • 11 'r.-:•1-r.,·1 1:1. 
/¼\;/,'.•:•: . . ' , , . .'•i,'• 1i.\\!' f~1 </,, ,:l[r).,it,1-,;~~f' 
.:1c')i1),1':-.' · , ·· · >A1l/-Y 1:1ti~i',:-J/i~v•;~\1

:}')
1 

1:d,{/,i•'1 ,, 1.i, · ,. ://}t\ltr,~ -.1.~;,.?i11'.1} 1:11,1'.,•,!'.Z-:• ':I . 

Fi1•1 1 1'1 11))11\ ('), l111lll-11p Iii !t•I' 1'1 111)1) d1 1:id 
p1·1d/'i(• ,·1•,t1H111i111111n,l 1•1111 ,•011~11111<• 
~:p1·,11lt l11g f l't'('.~ /IIHI ~111'1tlti: \\'hldi 11111,\' 

<11'11 11'\\'i.-:p < l\'t'l'l'llll jll'Hll'it•, 
B111 111i11µ; ('HII Ill' llll t 1fftil'I l\'t•, 

11t'11111unl<·ul 11u•a11:-: tn 1•1 1Jm 1111:111' 
µ·1'n1<:-;l1111ds, 1•1 1d111•1 1 11111h•~h·:il 1l1 1 pla111 ~:. 
111111 ~I'! h:wl< 1-l,1·11h itl\'U~lon. F111•ag·,, l:
µ;1•1w1·11II,\' 111111•v pul11t al ,I,•, 11111 I'll !011~ 
and mo1·t• al1@d1111t 111'11•1· a '1111'11. 
H111•nf ng 1•111110,•1 1

:-: dt•ad \'(•g1•t HI 1011 and 
lit.ll!1· whidi <•1111 build up urn I 1·t>d111•1• 
plant ,·lgo1·. U11d1•Hl1 111l>h• no1H1Hli\'1 1 

plant.H stwh 11s Kmooth lwomt.l and 
l\(!flt 11ek.v bh1eg·1·11sK mn lw l'(•<h11·1•d h,v · 
lnu·nlng during tlw (•01·1·et•t s{!IIH<m. 

I GRAZING AND REST 
, Pnlirle plant~ a1·e nlso iulupt(id to 

graxing. Nntive gn1ieri; such HH bison 
}wiped malnttdn <llve1•1w 1w11hie 
hubltats by ulte1'ing the v<1g<1t.utlon 
height and density. ThElse 11nimals 
gt'lW'd at diffel'ent tntemiltles und 
frequencies, cl'eutlng patchei, of' 

: heavily to lightly bl'f'cWld pnthi<l. Thhi 
patchiness p1•ovl<led dlffe1•1mt huhitats 

· for various plant and anlmHl specie:-;. 
Grazing can improve prahie. 

However, continuous heavy grazing 
can reduce the health of n prail'ie and , 
increase nondesirable plant!:! and 
noxious weeds. A native pr-airie 
pasture should be £!tocked to balance 
with the available forage supply. 

1 Consider the timing of ~,our grazing to 
improve your rangeland, Considet· a , 
"rest-totation" ijystem, which inclucles 

1 peliod!! of 1·est from gruzing. 
Becamie native grnzers migruted 

.,. over vast areas, they often left ureas 
· of prairie idle for a length of time. 
'. Thm1, prairie is also adapted to 

periods of rest ti·om grazing ll.nd fire. 
Continuous grazing can reduce the 
abundance of highly desirable fon1ge 
phmts while lnct·easing the amount of 

, nond1:isirable forage t>lants, Pe1•io<ls of , 
t·est will increw;e plant vigor and will : 
also improve the wildlife habitat 
of~ p1'2tirie, 

r 
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Th• 111fcl'09raphlc lmetH on thta f flm 1.trt accurate l'tpredJCtfon• of record• dtltvtrtd to Modern tnfor1111tlon svtt• for 111lcrofilMh'l9 tl'ld 
wrt fflMtd fn the regular court• of butfneaa, The photcoraphlc proceat mttt• standard• of the American Natfonat 8t1nd1rdl fnttftutt 
(AMII) for 1rchfval ffllcrofflm. NOTtCEJ tf tht filmed fmea• above,. leaa legible than thl• Notice, ft ,. due to tht quet1,v of tht 
docunent btl"f fHmtd, ..--~ ~ ('. ~ ) i 
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.. \«/tt1? 1}~/l"//7 
lr1J..lt1/,.{ "/1/fflll A/l~l"IJl'{ft( 'I;/ 

•: .... 111111: lll~'l'/1 i.-, l''.H11•.;ir/1'1't11ifl' lmi/11 '!I' 1whl /,·. 
IJ/111//IJ/I //1 j(ll'fll' I!/ la'1 1t'Jllll(l,/ill' 11111' ,·hildl'<'II:., 

1·/ii/d1·,,11, IIN rt J>l'i1·de:-;N hl'l'il<1y,•, <tit 1/11' 
tl"limfr lu 1,11tl/J q/'1111' /,,:,.;.-w1·1111il ull flu, lw1·l11 

11111)1•.~llf 1flhe 111iyliliel',/<11·111:-; o/'11•/ld lit,," 
' ' 

• 'l'/lt'(u/111·1· Nu111w1'1•// 

Because much of ou1• pmll'I<.• IH 
~one, It IH lmpoi'lant that \\'t.' pt·ott•t•t 
1•emulning Hl'<JHH fol' ot11·1wlV<is imd 
futu1·e gen01·utlo1u1 to e11Jo~1• We 
must emmre thut om· p1·ahfo 
t•esource Is wisely mana~·ed 
and remains intact. The1•e Hl'e 

altm·nutlves uvallable (01· 
landowners which ptovicte a 

soui·ce of income and 
maintain native prahie, 
Listed below a1·e a number 
of programB which exist in 
North Dakota, Please 
contact the agency or 

organization for more 
information on these 
programs, Some programs 

may not be available in all 
regions or the state. 

Mid-length easemeut8, with lattdown~ 
l>fty•back provi,loo, whiclt protects 
wetlandlp-rairie complexes .from 
conversion. 
Contact: North Dakota Wetlands '!rust 
Payment/lYr' perpetual ag-;eemtnt which 
vrottcu pm.iti'tjhmt cmtvet'sion. . 
Contact: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

· Ducks Unlimited · 
The Natiire Con&ervattey 

LAND ACOUISrTION 
\,•11111.'l/tPl/i ti/ /11'1lii'11; /<11'1I.,· 11· 11111/1'111.•· //,,.~111'1/1/1 i/ 11'1//1 11', l/11, 11 /.

rt1 1/(1 d:: 11•1I/, /,.,1/1 /11111/,,•, ,sil,f ,•11/1111, 

1 '11111,w1: 'J'li,• ,'\:111111• I ',111,,•1'1·11111•\· 

1 ·.s. 1-'i-li 1\' \\'ildlii'1• ~,,1\i1•p 
:-.",w1li ll1di11!11 \\Hl1111d., 'li'11.•l 

NATUflAL AHEAS REGISTRY PROGHAM 
~ :1/111,/1/I'// 1•1111.,·1-r1'11/i,.111 11//1'1'1 1111 11/ 11'/Ji,·/, is 111111-l1/111li'1111. 
l,·,·l11111·11/ 11.,1:1.~/,1111•1· ti, II I 11,/1tl,I,. /11 l11111'1111•111•{',, 

l '11nl11t'I: 'I'll,, N111111·1• I '1111,,;i•t'\'11111·,1· 111111 N1111h l}uko1111'111•1<., 1111,I 
l:t 1l'l't'III iull I lPplll'l llH'l!l 

GRAZING SYSTEMS r> 
l',·111•_llle.~ 1•mll .~h111·1·,/i11· l11111f1,1111•11/11/i1111 q(l11111t•/l<'i11/ 
(/l'lt::111// 1!//,<i/11/1/1!, ' 

C1111l11et: N1wth D11kota Wt•l 111nd:-11h1sl 
lJ.8. r'l!,:h & \\'ll<llif1• Hei·vkH 

WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PllllGB/\M 
1:nwM,1H ,/111(11/clal _ lm·mil ;,.,,,.~ .ft>J' 1Je111!101>h1u wlld/lfe Jw/Jilnt, 
Conlact: Nut1u·11I Re~ot11·ce~ · 

Comm1•vatlo11 Swvlce 

GRAZING MANAG~MENT TECHNICAi. ASSISTANCE 
1:1'0vides teclwitml t1s.~/sf11111:ef01· gmzi11g management 11y.~le11111. 
Contact: Natural He~ou1·cei! 

Conservation Se1•vlce 

ENVlflONMENTAL OUALITY INCENTIVES PHOGflAM 
" ' 

Offers ft,w.;ntw.l mid leclmfo,d lwlJ) far practices which foi11rove 
or maintam 1w.tura/. ·resources such as p-rairit, 
Contact: Natural Resourcos 

Conservation Service 

GRASSLANDS FOR TOMORHOW PBOl;flM:1 

P1'0v_idts assi~tance .fm•.fe»ci11g a1ul water dtvelopmen.Lt for 
{ll'aZt1tg aystems, 
Contact: Duck.a Unlimited 

-HABITAT PLOT PROGRAM , 

Pi;ovi<ks anmw..l lea.~e JXlymenl.for Idling '¢-airie IYr' other 
wildlife habitat. 
Contact: North Dakota Game and Fish Department 

!' 
,' 

Yh• m1crotraphtc lll'IIOt• on thl1 f1lm art 1ccur1t1 reproduction• of rtcordt dt\lvtrtd to Modern lnforMtlon 1y1t11111 for Mtcroft\11nci and 
wtrt ff llllld in the rtou\1r courH of but1ntH, Yht phototrlt)htc prootH mtttl 1undard1 of th• American N1tf onal standardl ln1tltutt J 
(ANII) for archival microfilm, NOTICE1 If tht filmed f1111ge above fl te11 ltGlblt than thl1 ~otfct, ft 11 due to tht quality of tht 
doc~t bttno filmed, _ ~ \\,, (. \ ~- \ ' tdl~;, '·, 

lj.Q,,., tA N',~\b,~.;;'x'§,) \OJ°'i\03 . 
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Testimony· 
SCR·~009 

House Agrica)tmle-Committee· 
Cbairmmt Buge;ne Nieholas 

March 11~~3 

ehainnan N"tcho1u aad Membb ofthe·Houae-A8ricukure-Committt; my·namt-i!i:om 
Christemee, My wife and I operate I small grain and row crop farm near Verona in·La 
Moure Ceuftty~ lam here-ift.favor of Senate Concurreat Reeelution 4009-whieh-8'lpp()IU 
ilk, new Cemervation Security Program(CSP) in the 2002 Fann and Security and Rural 
~Act. 

'Fh.pttrpeie of·(}SP-it--to--preYicl iwtive payments to~wh&-aeepHf\.d/d/oor 
maintain ~ation practices on private workJns land,, Elisibillty for the proara,n 
iftc1ttdel all~ eM .U ~-ltndt.·lft.achlitiOD te-iftetntive ~I• 
produws !All receive COlt'-ahare utistance to install practices, annual practice 
~ fte. ud potentillly a-~ s.er.tary'rl henu1 to eneeurap~ the 
proaram, - - \ 

Mo1Hmpo,tantly-thit ·p,esram rewards the f)Feooeer whe i1 a seed- •e\1'.wd ettlle-,.d. 
1 

There are JtrOns .economi~ reason, to keep prjvate working land, in production. Working 
~jobs and income for N&'-11 commwiitlca. Wodciaas famlM MOd 1eed,..__ 
equipment, crop.protection p_roducts, fuel and service. All ofthese addjoba which would _!,.. . . YI -i • .i,t,,....,__ I I 

llftl'"IR Ftttl:r -is ;iwvyat fR-tttWe-GGAWIW~&•I.· · .. 

Chai1·man N'~holuand Mtmber&-1-~ your mppoi't otthi& resolutioo.· 

0ptr1to~'• ltllf'\ltur• 
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