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2003 SENATE ST ANDINO COMMmEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. SCR 4031 

Senate Joint Constitutional Revision Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 02-27-03 

Ta Number Side A SideB 
1 X 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

0 SENATOR TOLLEFSON opened the hearing on SCR 4031 

Meter# 
1260..3645 

SENATOR NETHING I am from District 12 and am in support ofSCR 4031. The meat of the 

bill is actually found in line 22 & 23. The previous session attempts have been made to use the 

trust fund for administrative purposes. When the money was set aside, we allocated 45% for 

long tenn water development, Money needs to go for construction opposed to administrative 

needs. I am offering a proposed amendment to SCR 4031 to be added after line 23. 

(Amendment attached.), Hard to plan all of the water needs of this state in a short span. 

SENATOR TOLLEFSON How would you define long term, 

SENATOR NETHING Longer than the short term, Interested in looking to the future as to 

how we are going to spend the money. Is it going to be used for flood control. We have to look 

beyond tomorrow. How much is this going to be in the future, 
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Senate Joint Constitutional Revision Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber SCR 4031 
Hearing Date 02-27-03 

SENATOR TOLLEFSON 4 years ago there were projects that could be dedicated as far as 

water development is concerned Would this be practical to use in some smaller projects. 

SENATOR NETBING lfit has a long tenn benefit, I think it would. We do not have a history 

of spending money on water projects that are short term. When that plan was developed, it was a 

work in progress. We knew there would be changes to it. We are in a work in progress all of the 

time. 

REPRESENTATIVE KRETSCHMAR At the c\ll1'etlt time, is there money in the water 

development trust fund. 

SENATOR NETHING Yes, I can't give you the exact amount, We get a printout every so 

often. I can•t give you an exact amount of the dollars. 

1
~ SENATOR KRAUTER I am a State Senator from District 31. This issue is so vet'y important 
..__/ 

to the future of North Dakota. This resolution will put this issue on the ballot, that 45% must be 

used for long term water concerns of the state of North Dakota. Water has no political 

boundaries. Water is not a partisan issue, but a bipartisan issue. It is an issue for the future of 

the state. I come from an area of the state that has the development of the SW water pipeline. 

People are now using the water from the SW pipeline to water their livestock, and are spending 

the money because the quality is there. People of North Dakota are willing to make this 

oommitment, and putting it on the ballot. 

SENATOR KREBSBACH What is the timeline in the plan of the development of the water use 

in the state. 

SENATOR KRAUTER It depends on the funding. 

REPRESENTATIVE KRETSCHMAR As this money comes in, is it invested by the state. 
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SENATOR KRAUTER Yes it is. 45% goes to the trust fund. Last session it was $300, now it 

is up to $350, 

SENATOR HEITKAMP I am a State Se,,\ator from District 26 and am a cosponsor of SCR 

4031. Water is the last piece of the puzzle of infrastructure. If Wahpeton were to build another 

Pro Gold plant, we could not do it, because there is not enough water in the river to do it. This is 

the bipartisan approach to assuring that we are going to grow that economy in North Dakota. 

That money is long term, is committed and is the. future. This needs to be in front of the people 

of North Dakota, and we need to make sure they understand that those funds can go towards the 

bettennent of all. 

SENATOR TOLLEFSON How would you make sur~:} they understand that. 

SENATOR HEITKAMP For us to be able to say that 45% of that money goes toward water, is 

bold. I think the people of North Dakota underMood what we were getting at. Water is a need 

that we have. We oan•t bring in industry ifwe do not have water, and we oan't have water ifwe 

don't have money. 

REPRESENTATIVE BELTER I am a State Senator from District 22t and I am here in support 

of SCR 4031. This is about what we have done and about what the future should be. Hopefully 

the ~ple of North Dakota will support the action of the 1egis1atW'e, Water projects are essential 

to the well being of North Dakota. 

DENNIS BILL I am the Executive Vice President of the North Dakota Rural Electric 

Cooperatives Association and the Chainnan of the North Dakota Water Coalition, and am hertt in 

support of SCR 4031. (Testimony Attached) . 
..,,, .. ,....., 

. \\ Heartna on SCR 4031 clo1ed. 
\,_ . ./ 
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Repretentadve Kreuehmar moved tllat the amendment by Senator Netbln1 RM adopted. 

Seconded by Senator Seymour. 

SENATOR KREBSBACH There was a sense that the committee docs not feel comfortable 

with the amcndmen.t. 

SENATOR NETBING My intention of the way we put the amendment together was to have a 

applied future projects. I think there is a payment due now. I gUess what we need to do is check 

out what this language would do in accordance with our current commitment. Maybe that is 

something we need to have resolved. I think we should delay action on the amendment. 

Represenrtatlve Kretscbmar withdrew Ids motion to adopt the amendment. Senator 

Seymour alto wtthdNw .1Jrls second of the motion. 

I' 
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PROPOSED AMENDMEN-rs TO SENATE CONCURRENl' RESOLUTION NO. 4031 

Page 1, llne 23, after the period insert "Not more than ten percent of the transfers from the 
water development trust fund may be used to Issue evidences of Indebtedness: 

Renumber accordingly 
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Testimony of 
Dennis Hill, Chairman 

North Dakota Water Coalition 
SCR4031 

February 27, 2003 

Mr. Chainnan and members of the Joint Constitutiona1 Revision Committee: 

My name is Dennis Hill, and in addition to being the Executive Vice 

President of the North Dakota Rural Electric Cooperatives Association, I am 

the Chairman of the North Dakota Water Coalition, and I am here to testify in 

support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 4031. 

The North Dakota Water CoaHtion is comprised of more than 30 

statewide and regional organizations in North Dakota who have a stake in the 

critical water needs facing our state. The Water Coalition has joined together so 

that we are united in our efforts to complete North Dakota's water infrastructure 

for economic growth and quality of life. 

These needs include rural and urban flood control, water supply for 

cities, farms, and industrlal opportunities, irrigation, a solid commitment to 

Devils Lake, water management, and other critical water needs. Water supply 

projects continue to include large regional projects such as the Southwest 

Pipeline, and the Northwest Area Water Supply project, in order to get an 

adequate supply of quality water to the residents of our state, 

The North Dakota Water Coalition strongly urges your support to 

continue the forty-five percent allocation of the tobacco settlement funds to the 

Water Development Trust Fund, and that those funds remain dedicated to long

tenn water development, and the critical water needs of North Dakota. 

Thank you. 
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THE NORTH DAKOTA WATER 

CoALITION 2003•2005 

l;l,- ,, • .;l 

North Dal~ota continues to 
face water challenges 
for two simple reastms, too much of It where there 
shouldn't be, and not enough of It where It's needed. 

Since the nineties and beyond, our state has 
battled forces with many natural disasters, and In the 
wake of their path the resources and funding needs 
are significant. 

Inside Is a glimpse of the water projects and needs 
In North Dakota, highlighting the four major water 
projects with largest state funding needs: Fargo, 
Devils Lake, Grand Forks and the Southwest Water 
Pipeline Project. 

It Is clear that If we are to "Meet the Challenge'' of 
North Dakota's water priorities, adequate resources 
must be available. 

Completing these orltlcal projects will save millions 
In local, state and federal dollars, and will achieve 
eooiiomlo growth and quality of life for us all. 

-Dennis HIii, Chairman 
North Dakota Water Coalition 

11 \Vara Is ,, vc.•1y ,~ootl st•n1,rnt, 
but II Is ,1 aud m,,stcr. 11 ·-C,G.O, Roberts, 

Adrift In America, 1891, 

1' , . 
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Meeting Our Biggest Challenges ; 
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Thl1 n11ssi1111 111' till~ North 1)11kota Watl'I' Coalltiun is lo complctl' North 
1>11k11tn\ wnter tnl'rnstrnrturc for l'l'Ollotnit: growth und quulily of liti:. 

The North Duk,illl Wntcr Coalilion is made up of 36 statewide organizulions, 
rcgio11nl entities, munidpuliti«.•s, and ollwr group.~ from across North Dakota. 

I. To provide un adequate water supply across North Dakota for 
manufacturing1 industrial, energy by~product utilization, agriculture, 
agriculturnl processing, recreation, wildlifo1 municipalities and rural water 
systems which have inadequate supply or quality 0f water, 

• Complete a workable a11d achievable Garrison Diversion Project through 
pnssagc of the Dakota Water Resources Act to provide an affordable 
multiple-use water supply to central and eastern North Dakota, including 
the James, Sheyenne and Red Rivers. 

• Complete the Southwest Pipeline and Northwest Area Water Supply 
Projects. 

• Stabilize Devils Lake. 
• Secure udcquate funding for the MR&I Program, 
• Develop multi-use statewide water impoundments for recreation, wildlife 

and fishing. 
• Secure funding for irrigation development. 

2. To (;omplctc projects to control and alleviate flood waters and damages1 
including Gra11d Forks, Devils Lake and Fargo flood control1 bank protec
tion, imd increasing the flood control capacities of the Baldhill Dam and 
Rescrvoir1 the Maple River Dam and others. 

North Dakota 

WATER 
COALITION 

,.J 
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North Dakota Critical Water Needs-l'roject Funding 

' nenues Carryover and N•w Propo1ed New r·•. ,, ,. 
Revenues 2001-2003 Revenue• 2003•2005 1 

' ' 
i Resources Trust Fund 25,425,000 10,500,000 
f 

Water Development Tn.lat Fund 47,700,000 20,600,000 Anticipated Revenues i 
REVENUE SUITOTALI $73, 125,000 $31,100,000 2005-2007 

Resources Trust Fund 10,500,000 
Bonding 9,263,860 60,000,000 Water Development Trust 20,600,000 

REVENUE TOTALS $82,388,860 $91,100,000 AEVINUE TOTA.I. $31,100,000 

Tentative Obligations 
2005-2007 

Allocations Authorized and Proposed Bond Payments 17,970,000 
2001-2003 Expenditure■ SWC Operations 10,070,000 

EJtpendltures 2003-2005 O1LIOAT10HI TOTAL $28,040,000 
Devil■ Lake 

Outlet 1,500,000 25,000,000 2005-2007 Balance $3,080,000 
Basin Development 1,000,000 2,000,000 
Dike 2,200,000 2,000,000 

Eastern Dakota Water Supply 160,000 160,000 
Critical water need• In 

FIOOd Control 2005-2007 

0 
Grand Forks 19,500,000 18,507,000 Continuing Projects 
Wahpeton 600,000 2,298,000 Devils Lake 

25,,~. 
Grafton 260,000 500,000 Southwest Pl~llne: 15.7 ,i" · 

Maple River Dam 500,000 7,700,000 (Medol'a/Beach/Morton) 
Bald HIii Dam 1,000,000 0 Fargo: Complete 5 mill 
Fargo 500,000 10,500,000 Maple River Dam: Complete 2mlll 

Irrigation/General Water 5mlll 
General Water Management 4,500,000 6,500,000 MR&I (Wllllams) 10 mllt 
Irrigation 500,000 6,600,000 TOTAL $82. 7 mf fllon 
Mlasourl River Management 0 100,000 
MA&I 5,000,000 10,000,000 
Northwest Area Water Supply 400,000 2,400,000 
Weather Modification 350,000 350,000 Other crltlcal water needs -

i 

Southwest PlpeUne 8A44,ooo 6,800,000 Red River Valley Water Supply i 

i 
PROJECT TOTALS $46,394,000 $101,405,000 So. Central Regional Water l 

' No, Central Water Consortium ·' 

Bond Payments 5,400,000 8,970,000 Devlls Lake Water Supply 
SWC Operations (WDTF transfer) 9,733,820 10,070,000 
Flood Emergency Deficiency 11,000,000 

SUBTOTALS $15,133,820 $30,040,000 

TOTALS $61,527,820 $131,455,000 
•20,861,040 
.. 91, 100,000 

\, ··~\INED BALANCE $20,81.j 1,040 ($19,493,960) L -

.J 
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