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2003 SENATE ST ANDINO COMMITrBE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4033 

Senate Transportation Committee 

□ Conference Colllmittec 

Hearing Date 2-28-03 

Taoe Number Side A SideB 
l X 
1 X 

Committee Clerk Sianature 'o/>"1411.U I< 'tri .. ~ ~-~ ~ ,,..-- .. .,.. 
tf 

Minutes: 

Meter# 
25•3969 
1360..14S8 ...• 

1~ Chairman Senator Thomas Trenbeath opened the hearing on SCR 4033, a concurrent 
-.._/ 

resolution directing the Legislative Council to study the feasibility and desirability of 

redesignating the Four Bears Memorial Bridge as the Medal of Honor Bridge. 

Senator Linda Cbrfsten1on (District 18) Introduced SCR 4033. Feels very deeply about 

veterans and the sacrifices they have given to our country. Honor and saorific.e are two words 

that are most precious in our vocabulary especially as it relates to people who serve our country, 

both men and women. She feels it is highly appropriate that a bridge in ND should be dedicated 

to the Congressional Medal of Honor awardees. Although she endorses renaming a bridge after 

the Medal of Honor winners she made it olear that she does not endorse the renaming of this 

particular bridge sinc.e it has its own history and heritage. Emphasized that this is an effort to 

' 
vindicate democracy, every person hns a right to a hearing, and also to vindicate the sacrifice and 
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Pago2 
Senate Transportation Committee 
BilL'Resolution Number SCR 4033 
Hearing Date 2-28-03 

honor of the award recipients and the dedicated veterans, the highly honored ones living and 

dead. 

Richard Starke (Retired Air Force Officer) Supports SCR 4033, See attached testimony. 

Pointed out that both ends of the existing bridge are on federally owned property that underlines 

and surrounds the reservoir, It is not on reservation land. He also said that the resolution as 

printed was not what he had in mind. He didn't intend to redesignate the Four Bears Memorial 

Bridge, He wanted to amend the resolution to name the replacement bridge the Medal of Honor 

Bridge in memorial for the Medal of Honor recipients in the state of ND, 

Tex Hall (Chainnan of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation) See attached testimony in 

opposition. 

,~ Carol Two Eagles (Meter 2298) Testified in opposition to SCR 4033. She said that it would 
( . 

·,~_.....,.. I 

show disrespect t< those veterans who are not medal of honor winners but are equally willing to 

take the risk . There is already a memorial bridge in ND in Bismarck:. That bridge could be 

renamed but the renaming of a bridge from a native name to any non Indian name is an affront to 

the people of the Mandan, Hidatsa or Arikara nations. 

Austin Gillette (US Marine Corps Veteran) (Meter 2815) Testified in opposition to SCR 4033. 

To him. the renaming of the bridge is a commendable effort but it is not the place for the 

name to be, 

Francis Zlealer (Project Development Director ND DO'T) See attached testimony. 

Tracy Potter (Chainnan of the Tourism Alliance Partnership) Stand with Mandat1, Hidatsa and 

Arikara friends in opposing SCR 4033 and stated that it is not just the Indian nations that oppose 

,__) the name change. 
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Senate Transportation Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SCR 4033 
Hearing Date 2-28-03 

Mema Plddaeau (Vice Chairman MHA Nation) The bridge signifies the struaalee u a tribe 

and the Chim, the leaden of the tribes. should be rightfully di~layed. ~1'11e bridge should be 

n1trrted after them because they are the Medal of Honor winners to the Indian people. 

S.ator bJ'der (District 9) The effort to tename the bridge is noble but in his opinion it should 

not paa. The Indian tribes support giving the Medal of Honor name to another bridge. 

The hearing on SCR 4033 was closed. 

Senator Bercier moved a Do Not Pu1. Seconded by Senator E1peprd. Roll ca11 vote 6-0-0. 

Puled. Floor canier is Senator Bercier. 

.J 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 1 of7 

I 

1'n 
1 I . 

HELLO NORTH DAKOTA STATE LEGISLATORS. THANK YOU FOR 

ALLOWING ME TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU TODAY. MY NAME IS RICHARD STARKE. 

I AM A 71 YEAR OLD RETIRED UNITED STATES AIR FORCE OFFICER, SERVINO 

FROM 19S2 TO 1972. I AM 700/4 DISABLED FROM SERVICE-CONNECTED INJURIES. 

J 

! 

I ) 

-.__/ 

I WAS BORN NEAR VALLEY CITY AND RAISED ON A FARM. MY FATHER 

WAS A PILOT AND SO WE ALL LEARNED TO FLY AT OUR FARM STRIP. OUR 

INSTRUCTOR WAS A WORLD WAR lI PILOT WHO TAUGHT AERONAUTICS AT 

VALLEY CITY HIGH SCHOOL AND CAME TO OUR FARM AFTER SCHOOL TO TEACH 

us. 
I SOLOED THE FIRST OF MANY TIMES ON JANUARY 3, 1947 AFTER 7 HOURS 

OF DUAL WITH MR. CINKE AND THE AVIATION CAREER BEGAN. MY DAD BUILT 

HIS OWN HANGAR AND RUNWAYS ON THE FARM WHICH SOON BECAME THE 

BASE OF MANY PLANES FROM THE VALLEY CITY AREA. FOLLOWING 

GRADUATION FROM VALLEY CITY STATE TECHNICAL COLLEGE IN 1952, I JOINED 

THE UNITED ST ATES AIR FORCE BEHIND MY OLDER BROTHER, WHO JOINED rN 

1950. MY FIRST ASSIGNMENT IN PRIMARY FLIGHT TRAINING WAS TO SPENCE AIR 

BASE, GEORGIA. SIX MONTHS OF INSTRUCTION AND ACADEMICS IN AIRCRAFT 

PERFORMANCE, LEADERSHIP, SIMULATOR INSTRUMENT TRAINING AND 120 

HOURS IN THE NORTH AMERICAN T-60 AND WE WERE OFF TO BASIC TRAINING 

AT REESE AIR FORCE BASE, LUBBOCK TEXAS. THE SAME ROUTINE, ACADEMICS 

INCLUDING AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS AND PERFORMANCE, LEADERSHIP, CODE, 

INSTRUMENT SIMULATORS AND INSTRUCTION IN THE NORTH AMERICAN T-28A, 

A TRICYCLE GEARED, 800 HP PLACE AND LATER THE B-25 LIGHT BOMBER OF 

I 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 2 of7 

r, DOOLITILE FAME (USED TO BOMB JAPAN FROM NAVY AJRCRAFf CARRIERS 

WHO LANDED IN CHINA). 

AFTER MANY HOURS OF INSTRUCTION BY UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

INSTRUCTOR. PILOTS, WE WERE ALLOWED TO FLY WITH TWO AVIATION CADETS 

AND AN ENLISTED CREW CHIEF IN THE B-2S, WHICH HAD TWO 2000 HP ENGINES, 

THREE-BLADED PROPS, RETRACTABLE LANDING GEAR; AND WAS VERY FAST! 

(ABOUT 200 MILES PER HOUR) AFTER SIX MONTHS OF BASIC TRAINING WE WERE 

COMMISSIONED 2ND LIEUTENANT PILOTS WITH THE ENTRY LEVEL PILOT'S 

RATING OF PILOT, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE! 

AFTER THIS YEAR OF PRIMARY AND BASIC I WAS SENT TO MULTI-ENGINE 

ADVANCE TRAINING AT RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE NEAR SAN ANTONIO, 

TEXAS, WHILE OTHERS WERE ASSIGNED TO SINGLE ENGINE (FIGHTER) 

ADVANCED TRAINING AT OTHER SOUTHERN BASES. OUR STUDENT CREW 

CONSISTED OF PILOT, CO-PILOT, (ME) AND ENGINEER. WE WERE TAUGHT BY 

INSTRUCTORS IN THE THREE AREAS, SUPPLEMENTED BY ACADEMICS IN 

AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (AIR, PNBUDROLICS, FUEL, RADIOS, NAVIGATION) IN THE 

BOEING B-29 WHICH HAD BEEN USED IN THE KOREAN WAR, JUST FINISHED, 

AFTER THREE MONTHS OF ADVANCED TRAINING, OUR CREW WAS 

TRANSFERRED TO HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, ALAMAGORDOt NEW MEXICO, 

JUST NORTH OF EL PASO, TEXAS. THE BASE SUPPORTED RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF AIR TO AIR, AIR TO GROUND, GROUND TO AIR MJSSJLES, 

ROCKETS, CREW ESCAPE SYSTEMS AND EARLY (1944) ATOMIC WEAPONS. THE 

Tht ■fcroerepttfo ,_, .. on thfl f fl111 •r• accu1"11tt rtp,ocutlons of rte1ordl dtlfvtrtd to Modern lnforMltlon tvtt• for 1fcrofHMlnt and , 
wtrt fflllld tn tht reeul1r cour11 of bulfnt11. Th• photogrtphlo proc•11 Mttl 1tanderdl of tht Allltrfcan N1tfon1l ltlftderdl Jnetftut1 .J 
(MIii) for 1rchfv1l Mfcroftl111. NOTICl1 If tht fHIMd IMIP 1bovt 11 l111 \talblt thin thl1 Notice, ft f• cbt to tht quetftv of the , 
doctant bttnt ff llld. _ ~¾ ~ ) 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 3 of7 

FIRST UNITED STA TES NEUCLEAR DETONATION WAS AT TRINITY SITE ABOUT 50 

MILES NORTH OF THE BASE. 

I BEGAN FL VINO (J.E. CHECKED OUT) THE SINOLE-ENOINE DEHA VILAND 

"BEAVER", THE B-25, THEN ADDED THE B·26 AND WITH 1800 HOURS THE BOBINO 

B-50. THE JET POWERED AIRCRAFf WERE THE T-33 (LOCKHEED)t F-94B, F-94C, 

AND F .. 86H, FOR A TOT AL OF .I PLANES WHICH I FLEW DAILY, I WROTE THE 

FLIGHT MANUAL FOR THE L-20 BEAVER, WAS APPOINTED AS INSTRUCTOR PILOT 

IN L-20 AND B-26 AIRCRAFr. I WAS THE DESIGNATED PILOT FOR COLONEL JOHN 

STAPP M.D., THE FAMOUS AVIATION MEDICINE PIONEER, AND THE PRIMARY 

PILOT FOR THE RY AN "FIREBEE" Q-2 DRONE PROGRAM AT HOLLOMAN. 

I HAD A FULL-TIME JOB AS CREW SCHEDULING OFFICER YET FLEW A FULL 

SHARE OF LOCAL SUPPORT MISSIONS. ON WEEKENDS I BUILT UP MY TIME BY 

FL VINO A 9 .. 50 FROM HOLLOMAN TO THE WEST COAST, THEN TO THE EAST 

COAST, THEN TO HOLLOMAN ON SUNDAY. AFTER THREE YEARS OF DEMANDING 

AND EXCITING FL YING, I VOLUNTEERED FOR AN ASSIGNMENT TO FLY THE NEW 

wfR .. B-66 rusr BEING DEVELOPED AND WAS ACCEPTED FOR ASSIGNMENT TO 

BITBURG AIR BASE IN WESTERN GERMANY, LEAVING HOLLOMAN IN 1957. THE 

101" RECONNAISSANCE WING AT BITBURO GERMANY HAD NOT RECEIVED THEIR 

NEW AIRCRAFT YET SO I FLEW T-33 AND 9 .. 26S AND THEN REPORTED TO 

CHATEROUX AIR BASE AT LAON, FRANCE FOR TWO WEEKS WHERE I CHECKED 

OUT THE BRITlSH .. BUIL T R9 .. 57 ''CANBERRA" ALSO BEING FLOWN AT 

SPANGDALL. 

, f tel Modt lnfo,.ttori tvtt• fol' 1tcrofH1fno ..-.d , 
Th• atcroarlt)hlc h111~• on thh ff l111 •r• ao0Ufl1t1 reprdACtfont of recorde dll vtr to di o/~h• AMtrtcan M1ttonal ltlndlrdl JMtttutt .J 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 4 of 7 

ALREADY AN EXPERIENCED PILOT AT AGE 24, I QUICKLY LEARNED TO FLY 

THE NEW, POWERFUL B-66. FLIGHTS ON NOTE INCLUDE: l) LANDING A B-66 WITH 

A SHA TIERED WINDSHIELD AND FAILED ENGINE AT NIGHT IN A RAINSTORM. 2) 

FIGHTING AN AIRCRAFT WITH PARTIALLY FROZEN CONTROLS FROM 36,000 FEET 

TO 3,000 FEET IN AN INVERTED CONDITION OVER THE MEDITERRANEON OCEAN. 

3) ESCAPE FROM CAPTURE OF THE AIRCRAFT AND CREW BY TWO MJG-1 S 

RUSSIAN FIGHTERS BY ENTERRING A VERTICAL DIVE AT LIMITING MACH (.95) 

TO LOW LEVEL OVER THE BLACK SEA AND LANDING IN TURKEY WITH CREW 

AND PLANE UNDAMAGED. (SEPTEMBER 1998 VFW MAGAZINE) 

MY EXPERIENCE AND SKILL AS A PILOT EARNED ME APPOINTMENT TO A 

GROUP WHO DEVELOPED AERIAL REFUELING THE NEW B-66 FROM AV ARIE'JfY 

OF TANKER AIRCRAFT BY PROBE AND DROQUE AND FL YING BOOM METHODS. 

AFTER ONE ATLANTIC CROSSING AS WINGMAN, I WAS APPOINTED FLIGHT 

LEADER AND INSTRUCTION PILOT IN THE NEW AIRCRAFT. 

AFTER THREE YEARS IN GERMANY I WAS ASSIGNED TO THE 19TH 

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON AT KELLY AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS, FLYING C-

124 GLOBE MASTER TRANSPORTS CARRYING NEUCLEAR BOMBS, WARHEADS, 

AND ARTILLERY SHELLS TO NATO AND UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BASES 

WORLDWIDE (EUROPE AND ASIAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BASES). 

I ENTERRBD NIGHT SCHOOL IN SAN ANTONIO WHERE I EARNED A 

SCHOLASTIC AW ARD FOR THE MATHEMATICS COURSES AT THAT SCHOOL. 

AFTER 2 YEARS I APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED ASSIGNMENT TO THE AIR FORCE 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AT DAYTON, OHIO, AND WAS SENT TO THE 

!, • ,>: .,,,1,,. , 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 5 of7 

(\ UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA SnJDYING INDUSTRIAL ENOINEERINO, 

COMPLETING THE FOUR YEAR COURSE OF SnJDY IN TWO AND ONE-HALF 

YEARS. 

DURING MY SUBSEQUENT ASSIGNMENT TO CHANUTE AIR FORCE BASE, 

ILLINOIS, AS A MANAGEMENT ENOINEERINO OFFICER; I SHAVED 263 POSITIONS 

FROM THE BASE POPULATION AT AN ANNUAL SAVINGS OF $7,000,000. AT 

CHANUTE I WAS AN INSTRUCTOR PILOT IN THE CESSNA U3A. AFTER TWO YEARS 

AS A PRACTICING ENGINEER I WAS CALLED BACK TO FLIGHT DUTY IN THE NEW 

SUPERSONIC RECON PLANE CALLED THE PHANTOM II. ADAPTED FROM THE 

NAVY F4 FIGHTER; IT WAS EQUIPPED WITH AV ARIETY OF SENSORS INCLUDING 

REGULAR CAMERAS, INFA-RED AND RADAR SYSTEMS THAT COULD FLY AT HIGH 

,~ SPEEDS DAY OR NIGHT THRU HEAVY WEATHER. THE AIRCRAFT'S ROLE IN 
I "" 

I r 

I 

RECONNAISSANCE REQUIRED AN EXPERIENCED AND SKILLFUL PILOT AND 

MANY LOST AIRCRAFT WERE DUE TO PILOT ERROR. 

BECAUSE OF MY EXPERIENCE I WAS APPOINTED TO SQUADRON 

STANDARDIZATION OFFICER OR CHIEF PILOT AND FLEW WITH GENERAL MINH, 

VIETNAM AIR FORCE COMMANDER WHEN HE WAS SCHEDULED TO FLY. I WAS 

GIVEN THE MOST DEMANDING AND DANGEROUS FLIGHTS BECAUSE I WAS THE 

BEST PILOT IN THE WINO. I WAS AWARDED THE SILVER STAR; BRONZE ST~ AIR 

MEDAL WITH 13 OAK LEAF CLUSTERS FOR MY 48 NORTH VIETNAM MISSIONS 

WHERE I WAS SHOT DOWN IN JUNE OF 1969, ONE MONTH BEFORE MY TOUR WAS 

UP. USING SUPERIOR SKILL AND JUDGEMENT I FLEW THE CRIPPLED AIRCRAFT 

• I 

. , rdl ct.lt eel to Modern lnfol'lltfon tvat• for ,toroftl■lno end .J 
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('\ TO DA NANO AIR FORCE BASE NEAR THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, BUT IT WAS SO 

SEVERELY DAMAGED THAT IT NEVER FLEW AGAIN, 

...... _,.,,.., 

MY REFUELING EXPERIENCE IN B-66 AND RF4-C PLANES TOOK ME TO AN 

AERIAL REFUELING SQUADRON AT MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, NORrH DAKOT~ 

WHERE I FLEW TWO FLIGHTS OF NOTE. THE FIRST FLIGHT WAS IN AN EC-13S, A 

REFUELABLE MODIFIED KC-135. THE AFT COMPARTMENT HAD BEEN MODIFIED 

TO CONTAIN A FULLY FUNCTIONING COMMAND POST THAT WOULD BE 

LAUNCHED BEFORE A PENDING OR ACTUAL NEUCLEAR A IT ACK TO LAUNCH 

THE UNITED STATES MISSILES AGAINST THEIR TARGETS. THE MISSILE LAUNCH 

OFFICERS WERE TRAINED AND ABLE TO LAUNCH AND THE AIRCRAFT COULD BE 

FLOWN WITHIN THE EARLY WARNING TIME PROVIDED BY THE SATELLITE 

INFORMATION. MY FLIGHT WAS DESIGNED TO TEST THE SOVIET RADARS AND 

DEFENSIVE AIRCRAFT REACTION TIMES. BECAUSE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSS 

OF THE AIRCRAFT THERE WERE NEVER ACCOUNTS OF THE FLIGHT IN OUR 

RECORDS. 

AFTER A NORMAL FLIGHT TO BIELESON AIR FORCE BASE, ALASKA, WE 

EXTEND TWO DA VS OF TRAINING IN ARCTIC SURVIVAL AND POLAR 

NAVIGATION. ON THE APPOINTED DAY WE DEPARTED THE BASE, FLEW 

NORTHWARD TO THE NORTH POLE, REFUELED IN AIR TO FULL FUEL TANKS 

FROM AN EIELESON KC-135, TURNED SOUTH FROM THE POLE TO MEET A KC .. 135 

FROM A BASE IN ENGLAND, REFUEL AGAIN TO FULL TANKS AND REVERSE 

COURSE TO THE POLE AGAIN, THEN TURN SOUTH TO LAND IN MINOT. TOT AL 

TIME 16 ½ HOURS. 

,, .', ' ,,,,,,,,1: 
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.,.,.. fflMd h'I th• reoultf' c~rH of bultnt1, .. tt Tfhl•l~tt':'~~:o::·~.:e::,r:~:: :hi• Notice, ft 11 dut to th• qualttv of tht , 
11111111 tor or"11YII •lorottlM, NOTICE• •• • - - d) \ 
doNNnt btlnt tH,ntd. . ~LR ~'s\ ~ \6 ag Q:3___ . 

{),, M, ,N', 0. b,~ . - Oltl 
operator'• lftnttur• 
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STARKE TESTIMONY PAGE 7 of7 

~\ THE SECOND FLIGHT, ALSO ARRANGED BY THE WINO COMMANDER 

I ,,,,,•' 
· .. .J GOING TO SAC HEADQUARTERS. I WAS SELECTED TO LEAD A FLIGHT OF 4 KC~ 

13SS AND 16 F4C FIGHTERS FROM MARCH AIR FORCE BASE, RIVERSIDE 

CALIFORNIA TO CAM RHAN BAY, RVN. BECAUSE OF MY EXTENSIVE REFUELING 

EXPERIENCE I WAS THE MOST QUALIFIED IN THE ENTIRE AIR FORCE. THE 

MISSION WAS PERFORMED AS PLANNED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A TANKER 

ENGINE FAILURE REQUIRING AN AIR ABORT TO HICKAM, BUT FOLLOWING 

FLIGHTS SUCCESSFUL. I RETIRED ON THE 3RD OF JUNE, 1972. 

I ,1 ; :•,,,', 

\' 
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Mafn Identity 

From: '\.Inda S. ChriltenlOn" <lchrl1teQl1ate.nd.ut> 
To: 1'dldc stark•" <ltalkef40ncW(.net> 
lent: 'Nednelday, February 26, 2003 8: 15 AM 
Subject: Re: moh 

Dear Dick 

The resolution on the MOH Bridgt will be heard Friday. Feb. 28 at 9:00 in 
~ont of the Transportation Comnuttee. Please bring your testimony typed 
ifpossjble. Rememeber to be low .. key and have your facts ready. Above 
al~. do not. be negative., especially toward the Native Americans. Thm 
wi~ be a time perimeter, so be brief and to the pointl. I will be there 
to introduce the measure, but I will have to leave for other committee 
hearings. Good luck and rn see you Friday I Linda 

2/27/2003 

I 

'' 

th• 1fcroor•fc fl!llfH on t.hf • f tl111 •r• 1ceur•~• reproductfw (If reeordl delivered to Modern 1nfort111tton tytt- for •f crofff.1fno anc:t · 
...... fflllld fn th• 1'11\,Allr CIOUl'lt of bullnu1. Th• photographf C proctll llllttl 1tandlrdt of th• Allltl'fCll'I .~atfonal tt~rde Jnatttut• .J 
(AMII) for 1rchfv1l 111fcrofflM, NOfJCEI If th• fflllltd 1111190 lbovt ,. ltll lttlblt thin tht1 Nottc1, ft,. dul to th• qualft~ of th• . , 
docwtnt betnt "lMtd. f'-Q..X t\ <: \~ ) 1 Tho. bl\ ,¼~"n~ tO a3 OS 

0ptr1tor•1 tl11N1tur1 Date 
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AMERICAN VETERANS 
DEPARTMENT OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Jerome A. Fjeld 
Amvets Department Commander 
918 llt1 Street N.W. 
lfJnot, North D1kot1 58703 
701-839-8322 

Dear Richard A. Starke · 

It would he an honor to offer my support to this most 
detening memorial Our Medal of Honor Reclplenis deserved 
to be rteognized; not only for their Patriotism, but for their 
Heroism In gtvJng their Jives so that we may be free. 

i-~~ 
,. AMVETS DEPARTMENT COMMANDER, ND 

... 
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September 181 2002 

Richard Starke 
5 Elm Street 
Burttngtont NO 58722 

Dear Mr. Starf<e, 

• 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

OF THE UNITED STATES 

The Veterans of Foreign Warat Department of North Dakota, Is proud to endorse yaur 
propoeal to name the new bridge to be built across the Missouri River on North Dakota 
State Highway 23 the 11Medal of Honor Bridge", 

Thll bridge would be a fitting tribute to those whose bravery and courage, in defense of our 
Nation, resulted In the awarding of the highest honor our Nation can bestow - the Medai of 
Honor. 

The Veterans d Foreign Wars, Department of North Dakota would like to thank you for your 
endeavors fn making this proposal become a reality. 

Sincerely. 

Wayne Pautaon, AdVQM 
VFW, Qepartment of North Dakota 

· rdl deli ed t Modern lnfoNMtlOl'I ~t ... for M1crofH•h10 and 
'the 11croar..,t,fc ,._, .. on thf• ff ht ere accurate rfPl"ocbitlona of reeo wr ~de of the Amtrfcen NatfoMl lttndll"dt Jnetttutt 
were fflMld tn the rqultr courH of bUlfneu,h Tf~l•l_!'Jt10Grtph.':J:o:::•:e:et:ar~~han thl• Notfce, ft fa dut to tht quel ~tV of tht 
<NIH> for 1,..,,,11 •loroffl1, NOTIC11 If t • - .. ,. ~ \ 
c16cu1Mnt betno fllllltd, ..-.JR ~ ~ 16 q3 03 

. i, ( )., 1"'>N'> g..;. ~ Dltt 
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Th• M1crosirtphtc flllltff on thf• ftl111 art 1ccUt11tt reprocb,tfont of rtel)rdl dtlfvertd to Modtrn lnfo,wtton tvtt• for MferofHl1no Md 
wert fHMd tn the rf\iltJlar cour1e of bultnt .. , Th• photographf c proctH MUtl 1tanderde of the AMtrfc.n Natfonal tttndlrdl JMtltutt 
(ANSI) for 1rchfY1\ 111tcroftl111. NOTICEI If th• fl lined 1!11191 lboYi' ,. l••· lttfblt thin thf• Notfct, ft f• M to tht qiMlftv of tht 
- btf,w ffllld, ~ ~ Tu,,. ~~~\b.'4~ 1o)aalos . 

Operator'• ,t..-.tur• Datt 
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September 2002 

Lttter t'or Medal of Honor, Bridp I N . Nol'th Dakota. name n ewtown Memorial for our (16) Medal ofHoaor recipienu for 

Chapter k wm dolllte $100 for ldd.ltlon,-1 coau, 

Approved by Oaaptet #4. 

'TWYOO.,!;;/. r:;#, ~ 
. G¾"I~ 

OARYSTUBBR 
Deplrtrnant Commander 
Dept Dilabled Amerkan Veteranst Minot ND 

) 
1 

:: I 

11\t 1fcroar•lc h•t•• on thh fH• •r• 1ccuri1tt reproducttona of rttordl dllfvertd to Modern 1nfo1Wtton tytt• for 1toro~HltN and 
wert fflMd fn tht r-ultr coul'lt of bUltneu. Th• Fhotograpt,tc proctH ... u 1tendlrdl of tht AMtrfclM'I N1ttonal ltandilNM JNtttut• 
(AMII) for 1rchtv1\ M1crofflM. NOTICEI If the ffltMd ,.oe llbovt fl lttl lttfblt thin thf• ~ottce, ft,. due to tht qutlftY of tht 

doc\ant btlnt ftlllld, ~ ~ .Du ,.,,.,.,o.:_Jr."~ 1c)aalas 
0ptr1tor11 ••onatur• D•t• 

_J 
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VIETNAM VETERANS oF AMEllltA. 
NOIITH DAKOTA STATE COIJNCIL .. 
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Ttl• 1tor09rapt,tc 11119ft on thf I ft l111 are 1cCUf'1te reprocutlont of recordl dil fve.-.d to Modern tnfo,..tton tvtt• for 1toroft llft'III llnd . ·, 
wtrt ff lMd f n the ret4,lltr COUl'H of bulfnt11. Tht photographic prOCtH ... t. 1tendlrdl of th• AMtrtcen N1tf on1l ltlNMf'dl Jnetttutt .J 
(AMII) for trchfval 111foroffl111. tlOTICE1 If th• fll!Md f11110t ~ 11 lHt l19fbl1 than thf• Mottet, ft f• dut. to tht qutlfty of the , 

-· bolnt flllld, .1.:Ji2 ~ ~ l I . . ' 
u. M«MzO.:.- ~~ 1'1aa as 

· 0ptr1tor11 If entture D1t1 : . 
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Th• licrotr-,,to fNttt on thf• f fl11 •r• 1cC\lf'l1t• reprocuttone of r.eotdl dtltvertd to Modern lnfor111tton tytt• for ,torofHMtna and 
wer1 fflMld tn th• r11Ul1r cour11 of bulfnt11. Th• photoaraphfc proc111MNt11tendlrdt of th• AMtrfcan N1tton1l ltandtrdl Jnetttuta 
(MIii) for 1rchlY1l Mfcr6ftlM, NOTICEI If th• fllMd 1111191 •bovt ,. '"' lttfblt thin thf• Notte•, It,. dut to tht qu.lfty of tht 
•- btt,_ fllNd, ~ -~ llo. ,'4rM.~h"9 1o)aa\03 

0ptr1tor•11lgn1turt ~ 01t1 
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1t ■11111,.-....... ,_..._ ... .._,,a11111a 
• Jt. ~•t US A"''NIY ~•da\ b1 Hon ow ac1'ot1 otc\lred on Auf,u,t 1'7, 

, 871 wh•n Spec:iaf Forcu Lt. t.ORIN HAGEN o1 Fargo wat ldl,_d •n 
hll lnOIMM of valor, 

,, For CoNJ-,k11011.~· Olll/11"'1'J· 11111 l1,trepJdllJ• in, -tcdt111· tll 11,, 
\ .IU!A, of 14(1!·\••hfnw• mnl1•h.l~IMUM Ct1lf o/lhtt;t·n 

World War I 

World War II 

Vietnam 

.......... 

"' 

, ..... 

ND 
car.ND ....... ., 

o.¥11 ND ,...,., 

.......... 
r,111.MD 
...... ,.,-.ND 

••••ND No,111.,.... 

........._, ND C.WU,,ID 
• .......... ND v--.wA 

, l 

' I 

.. . ..._ 

The 1111 croaraphf c 1111110•• on thf• fflm ere accurate rtprO<ilctton1 of rttordl dtlfvtrtd to Modern tnfoNMtlon Syat• for 111fctoftlMh'IO Md 
were ft lmed tn the reauler cour11 of butiMH, Yhe photoaraphf c proceea 11'.fftl 1t1ndarda of the Amert can Natf 01'\ll Stenderdl Jnttftut• J 
(ANSI) for archfv1l Microfilm, NOTICE: If tht filmed t11111ge above ta leaa lts,lblt than thta N~tfce, ft la dt.M to th& quality of the 
documont bolna 111....t. ~ I;\~ C:..~ , I ollf, ' I'::Ro, to-N'\-2--~"-~ ,~ \OJ00103 

0per1tor11 Sfgnature D1t1 
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BAA CHAPTBR 265 

J•nuuy 10. 2003 

RE: lqf•l•t1on of the Newtown Bddge 

Oar Sir 01' Madam: 

On behalf of the mn,n.~ ol tbc Bxpt.mnental Afrctaft AslOCMtioa (EAA) cuptet 

26S. we find it •pproptiate to dedicate the oew htidtec at Newtuwo. u the «:Medal of Honor 

B.ddv•, 11&erc ue 1426 Medal 0£ Honor redpim.tl in thia pt m.tion of which 16 ate 

&om the St..m of Notth ~ Smee tbete ii cuttmtly no :memotial in the State to honor 

thae tedpia,.ts, ~ Chapter find, it apprafdtic to decticate the new bridge at Newtown to 
' ,• 

thete btoa. k ill "'etJ' impotblnt ,tf(honor tht- tMn and women that fought and gave the 

ultunate price of 1lf'e to pteNtn the &eedom we know today, 

a~/d~"' 
Michael R Nau 
P.taiclcnt EAA Chapter 265 

,' ,I I' ♦ ' '•, 

I,, 

108 ttTJ.l AVE SE APT#1 • MINOT, ND• 58701 
TELEPHONE: (701} 8l.~H8864 

I 

',' 

I I'<\ 

~-hr•\1·~;.?·~11.1:e~~, 
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AIRCRAFT Rl!S10IMffON & REPAIR 

Jauary 13, 2003 

RR: The JealdtltMm of the Newtown Briqe 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I would like to show my support in 1he dedicadon oftbe new bridp at Newtown 
.. ; 

as Wfhe Medal of Honor Bridp". Tbroupom tho natlcm the.re haw been 3,426 Medel of 

Hcuor ~ lixteeG of which arc from the....., of North Dakota. At this time tblre 

is 110 memorial in North Dakota to honor tbae n,cipieata. Namin1 the new bridp • the 
,''~ 
, l "Medal of Honor Briclp• -would be an appropriate dedication to 1hOte heroes who pw 
',,_/ 

their lives to their country, The state of North Dakota r.howd ~ow our pide m honoring 

the men who ucrificed their lives fi&hting for the, freedom we eujoy today. 

Sinceiely, 

@~AZ;;r-
waurenPieelch 

2111& NORTH BROADWAY • MINOT INT•L AIRPORT " MINOT. ND 58708 
701•152-4092 • FAK '1ft1 .. 1u;1,.f;:44!1 

.. ,, ... , .. · .... -, 
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February 3, 2003 

For reasons to be specified, the Bt"qtd of Directors for the Dakota Tenitory Air 

Museum in Minot., North Dakota, wish to go on record in support of naming the 
the new1 federally funded·brldge spanning the Missouri River just west of New 
Town_ The Notdt Dakota Medal of Honor Bridge. 

We feel this tribu.- lo North Dakota's gr.eab!&t hel'Olm is a fitting tribute. 

Being recognized with the naming of thiR new bridge would accomplish what North . 
Dakota has so lat fmled to do. This lasting monument would be a perpetual 
reminder that citi~ of this great state have given outstanding Bel'Vice to their 
country. A statue in a park would be nice, but naming this bridge The Nordt Dakota 
Medal of Ho.or Bridge would better serve to remind more people that North 

Dakota has many Medal of Honor recipients and to lv:>nor those from ow· st.ate who 

have tf'Ceived our country's highest honor. 

As this bridge is a federally funded projed: for North Dakota and Rpans 
federally owned and controlled. waters, we feel this reaming to be appropriate and 
worthy of im stature. 

the Board of Dirttt:ors: 

~j_,t ~/f ~ .. / / . ' 
James Bergo Don Larson I' Jerata--~ Paul lsaacson 
Ray Buell H. Bud Tryhus Gary Johnson . Wi!rren Piebldt 
Gordon Valgre1'l James Keller 

Rich Larcombe 

Fred Gantzet 

Darrel Kerzrnann 

MIMOI' lN'l'llNI\TtOMAL A.IIIPORI' ... P.O. Bnx ,~ .. MINm' Nnl'r'M nHM• _..., 
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11>• II •• .. ••PIii• ,_, on tt,11 ft l• tr• •••ur•t• • .,.-odllotl"" of ....... doll .. rtd to Modern 1nfo1'1Mtlllll ~ !tr ,::r•IIIII,.. ft 
wtrt fl IOld tn tho rttUlar oour•• of llUlt,,..,, Th• p1tot .. rophtc proctt• ... ti ot-rd• of tht Mll•loan N1tlcn1l It . Nit JMttlutl 
(~I) fer ...... , .. , MIOrofll•· NOTICEI If th• fllmod , .. 111 obovt ,. llll lotlbl• th•n thl• MotlCI, tt to doo to the ""'lltY cl tho -t boh'I 11\0lld, ~ ~ l;\, c:_ \itl:;,.,,... \ _ UR 1, ,,,.,_,,,,.r,. ~ .,,~ .-:x&.lll I oi aalos .. 
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Tht~ Prc~ident of the United Swtes 
in thtJ nume of The Co11gn:1s~ 

take~ t'>leasurc in presenting the 
Medal of Honor 

to 

*l·IAG.EN; LO.RRN D . 

..; . :Ro"k alfd Ofklhlzatlon: Fint Lie1ate·n1Uat. :\I.S. Army. Infantry~ .lJ.S. A.flhY 'l'r•h~i~g;;·. · 
'.i· · ::: , ... ~ctvisory, Gl'Clup. Place aw datr. R(,'"'blic of Viett,am, 7 August l97l. Entered: .. 
!L ::;_::·n;~~-~4'Fl'rgo, N. Dak. Bon,:'2~ Febm&ary 1946. Fat'JO, N. Da~ ·\ ,; · · 
,," .' ~Lw)ii..,;."t"•,:,, . ' ' ' ·,,l ,;;:-' 
i -:·. :·-~,,~~#(!::: ' " ' . .'i. ' . ';:· . i 

ht ~f ..... ,_dadap'-W·;-.-riJn. •ctioa, "IIH~.K"tiVkag •• t•, teoa·ltilde.r or• 
•••II- ·~•••~ri :.·~. '·~~'·':!~p: w~thin :,~em.:y~h~~.:;;~~~t9.-Y·1 .At 

( .approiA•ltefy::Q6" :1,c;1r,_:;•::.~:~~J~I ~f 7 ~-•guat f971: :t,hei ~,,tJ"-'m-'~:"1t. 
uader ~ fierce :~wiult by ·a ''"-"~'~ ,.,'""")' fore", uidnf he!:1"1 ,..,.,_. •:mrs, 

t~ . ••tomatie wM~as, momr. ~•cl::~:"lire. lNt Lt._~•ffl_l-J•~-.~ly.\~ 
~- ... ::ret•ntna •maU--an11•· tire 11pc;n·i:1~1'Ja«a~keN· ,u,d suc:cesiafutly·::1~: 1tlli1•, u,am ,in 

~ .·•-::_)~Hing .t~trfint enemy onsl111g .. t.:-1fft'thett•q~ickly dtpMy~::J,fs'. .• :tn:·hat(> more 
f ·> 1;:\\~t~tegic'.1~ locations before the; ~~,my struck again in an• •ttempt · to overruiW : . : , 
t1: :• /J,:f~:•o~~~ttbe belt.aguered ,team's 1membets. 1st Lt.·Hagen ~epellitedly ex~,: ... < 
l] •:;:: :.:/;!Ji .... ~t.,~J~_(rc .. Miy tire dl1ec~t.d at ldl'l'l .a~ he (',►nsfantl)1 moved 1bo11t the team's:· . , 
;'.:. •

1
·'.'::J;~~-,.~fi'.·1·d~ncting· firi-" rallying th.~ Jnember~- and rt-supplying the te•m wit~\'.;·. 1

'· 

. · ' ::~-~,hM~~>,ti-:'!,._ile c:c;.urqeotti,ly· returriing srnaU 1rms ind band:1ren•de fire. i~;•ii'· .. ::,{ 
· ·valof;~~:;i,~(~•pt 18 J'tpel the •dv•nciri"'· ~nemy forte. 'l'hr coiir•geo~• ictions a·ni,:· : 

, ,·ex~!~~ip abilitie, of ht l..t. lJ.•gen wt.r<' a great ~our.cc of in~piration: add' · .:'., 
in•til~:~~ace io tli:e tea111: lilem~rs. After observing an enemy roektt make,,<, .. ::·,;. 
di~t-~lf~!~l'.~<\}tstr•~~ -1 Qf -t~~J".8m•s· bunktrs; ~st Lt,• Hagen mo\led toWli'd t~(:. :. _: 
wrtc~:.l~~~,r .,n ~arth f<,r ttam memoors d<-s1>1tt lh(~ f~t ~hat the enemy forcc

1 
• : •• -

now·co~~ri,.~,1the bunker ·area~ :With total disreg~rd tor his own person•I saftt,-if:: ·· '.: 
he c~,;~~}~i~o,•gh,theit11emy ifire whUe returning snu1ll-1rms fire Up(,-. the enern~:::.- ·:;, 

• tort~;~~~~~~ed by th~ ~nemy ro<'kets: and grrnMdt~s imptcting all Around him. l st. . : 
. ::. . .. J.t~ Jl•.,\j•fdeij,crntely adviu,ced upo~1• th~ dt~tro~•cd hunker until ht. wa8 f•mll~•· 
, . :: . : wo•d-;-,,i;b~:!i:e.-enty · s-,.au arms and automatic wca,)()ns fire. . Wi.th _complete' 
1 > · : :111it4r••~,.:Jor- hb1 perS()nal safety, :•.ht Lt, llRAen's <:oar_agto.:.·,. g1lli.-try, 
h;q."j: .. ::[ 1~~r~6.rdln•11i"heroism, and iretrepid~fy1:taoove and ooyond the.e.U otduty, at th~ 
(,: ,,:,:,.;~!'at-:i.~i:own Ufe. were in keeping :with the highest. tr•if.ltions ,f:tlae militaey 1

• 

t!. <:::\:~t.\'ice •11d . .-e1lect great crtdit upon'~tm,ancl the l l.S. Aaimy~: ·., . ;: · : ! . . · ·: ·. 
, ~' • ,, , , 'l I I 1•, , , ·, I - · , '• 1 · - • I , 

I 1"'"-""'•,,t I ' 

I • •, >"...,, .,,, •• f 

I 
~fl':,., .... " 

,,..; ' . ' 
• '

1 
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0 

Major lliohatd Stam 
5 Bbn Street 
Burlinp,n. ND 58722 .. 2007 

Deir Richard: 

1• NCllllftl m4ffllaf, IIDOM • .... ,,... .. ~ 
~ 

••1.r.....-, .... .., .. .... ,,. ... ........... 

-· · ·- .... ··-'flumk-yoa1brcotttet.tnrrn,rati0Ut1afflcnidg out1Whm'• Whl'lnl wmhavo•WOJtdflr-··•• ........ _ - .. 
Medal of Honor. 

I qree that we lhould do more to honor thDle who have bravely aerved om nation in the 
military. 

I wolbcl bard in the U.S. Senato to provide fimctina for the New Towii bridp. However, 
dUI ii a ata bridp uoder the jmildiction of the iltlte Department (JfTramportatk,ft (DoT) and 
yGW' • ...-tldvel -in· the ltate lepletuto. You can cont.rt your local repreNDtativea to abare 
your tboupta on this iaue by callina 1-88M3S-3447. You may a1ao rNCb th,. North Dakota 
DoT at 701-328-1500. 

Tbmb again for your letter, Richard. l appreciate hearing from you. 

Sincerely. 

BLD:9Dei 

.• J~ . .! ......... ,-..... t•• 

, ,, 
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(Mil) for •rctlfw\ •tcroftl■• MOTICr1 If th• ff hilld , .... lboYt ,. l111 lttfbll than thil Mottet, tt 11 M to tht .. lfty of the 
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TO: Whom h Mty Concern 

The Four a..,. Bridge carrlM Highway 23 traffic cwer Lllke Sllkakawu on the Fort 
Berthold Indian RIINIVation. The North Dakota Depattment of Tran•pot11rlton (DOT) 
hM bNn maintaining the bridge ,Ince It W11 optMd 1D blfflc In 1858. The Arm'/ Corp 
d Engineers own, Lake SaklkawN ~ tor thl bed of the orlglnat rtver, whioh ii 
ownld by the North Dakota srat1 w .. Commaion. The Carp of eng,,,..,. ha 
gr.anted the Depe,tnllnt rl TraNpOttation • 120 foot wide perpetual •••mant for the 
.. bridge. 

' 

The~ .WIIII of the b~ above •~atJon 1~~ lt . .ownttd. by the T.hrN Nftlfatad 
Trtbll. thta awnerthfp II pursu,nt to Public law 102-575, Ad of 0ctoblt 30, 1182. 108 
8tllt. 4000, The land wt of ta bridgll. • owned. by the Not1h Dakota Pane s.w. 
which the Dlpl,tlnent of TflrllPOf1lttian h• I permanent IMlrnenl 

\ 
The bridge WIii named the Four BMN Mf- throuc,h I .._,,. ..... 
- · The o.,,tmen1 doN_nCit hM lpecHlc -~_½! ~ ·' '=riii''roia■ 
In •~• and ultirnltely dtlignlng, any highway project. Federal gwdeltnu require 
the 0.,.1b,""1t ta enaura that tM project d0e1 not aCMN'Mly affect the envlronrMnt and 
that hi project ,. culturwlly uneitive. To addrw th111 ,equlNmentl actOII thl natfon, 
bridge and roadway dtllgnera are pladng ~ ernpheMI on Context SeneitMt D111Qn •. 
I.e., dellQnlng • corridor that ffll fn wtth the e.vlltlng environment and cultule of the 
people., 

The DOT 11 currently deaianlno for the replacement of the exiating Four Beara Bridge. 
The bridge la eatimaled to ooet between ~M to M5M, of which appro>drnatilly S2M ~ 
lta1li funda and the remafndw fedenal. 

',1\ •' 1',I' / j I•' 
•I 
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'l'IWW. BliSUlmSS COUNCIL 
. (701) '21-4?tl 

ha (101) 627•3'0$ 

MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three i(lfillated Tribe., • Fo,1 Berthold Indian Reservation 

404 Frolitaae Road • New Town. North Dakou. $8763-9402 

Trauportatlo• Co•mfftee 
North Dakota S..te 

5ltla Lfllkl■tM AtMllhly 

Tfldmoay of nne Affiliated Tri ... 
MaaMa. Rldatla ••d Arlbr.a NadM 

OIISCRCU 
11,prcl ... tie••• of die P111r Beart Brhlae 

Febraary 2' 2G03. 

Mr. Chairman. membort of the Cammittee. think you for the opportunity to .-.em testimony 
10dly in oppotition to SCR 4033. My taame is Tex Hall. llkl I am the Chakman of th~ Mddltt, 
Hidatsa and Aribra Nation. 

Quite hakly. Mr. Chairman. we had hoped this resolution wc,uld not be sntroduced. Certainly 
thete may well be brldpa in North Dlkow deserving of the title ~edal of Honor" briqe. la 
Biamarck, tor example, there it a briqe, 900n to be rebuilt, l~W called the Memorial Bridp that 
may well be pertectly suited tor that neme. The idea of renamitta the bri• that my people 
have sacrificed so much for, that sits diNly within tho Fort Berthold Relffiati0t1. and for 
which we llavo lobbied so hatd 10 put in place does not inm, any sente to me, and I hopo it 
ma no..., to this Committee and to 1ho State Senate. 

I batdly need remind this commiUce that with the Lewis and Cl&rk Bicen1eeimal Celebtation 
upon us. t!Mnkina about reurnma the bridae that co'GMCts the two halves of the ~ Hida1sa 
attd Aribra Nation. whose members greeted Lewis and Clark. kept them alive for two wintent 
and pve them their famous awde. ~ seems rather roolish. 

~ I b&ve noted, the present Four Beers Bridge, (and soon tho new Four Bears Bridge), doet not · 
sat just anywhere in North Dakota. It is within the boundaries or the Fort Berthold Reservation, 
and its history tells much about why it has its present name. The bridp ,tself is already 1 
sipifiamt part of the history of the Mandan. Hidatla and Arlkata Nation. 

Our elders rec,,U when the first bridp across die Miaowi wiis constructed within our 
reservation. The people ofmy Nation. who lived and still li\1, on both sides of the Missouri 
River, lobbied the Federal aovemmcnt tor a number of years in the 1920•1 and '30's to provide 
t~ funds to bwld a bridge to eoimect both lidet of the river. or ooutN, ,n tM winter, the river 
could be cto88ed over the ice. if' DecosMry, and in the summer b()ats could Cf(JIS the river, but to 
permanemly link our Tribal villages together, a bridge was n1~. So a committee of Tribal 
members was formed and for a number of yean they worked bard to convincie the Federal 
go'lemment to supply the funds ror the bridge. When it was dedicated in 193l nearly the entire 
pc,pulation of our Tribe came to see the rnt car cross the bridp. 'I 

_J 
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10 Now, tho center spa11a of that bridac conatructed in 1935 art pm't of th) bridgo tbat crouo1 the 
Missouri and 11 IOC)U to be replaced by a now bridge, They were moved up d\e river in t ~ to 
beoome part of the new bridp made necessary by the constrllCtion of OarrllOU o.an. which 
flooded our laada and forood us to move onto lands that were much lea suited to our way of lite, 
which wu bued ott the qricultuto tho rich bottom lands along the MiSIOUd permitted us. 

TIie now bridae bemme known u tho Four Bears Bridp hi honor of sevcraJ chW. of OIi' Nation 
that ~t by the name Four Bears. or ~Mahto Dopish". It WII ChitfFour Been who ...... 
Maudmilian whett he came to the Dekotat up the Mi110uri River in 1833. It wu a differettt Chtef 
Four Bom who afanod the 1851 Fon Lammie Treaty. Both otthete evenil remain wry 
lipit'lcattt bl the history of the Duotat, and tbe hiatory of'North n.kota itt particular, and ate 
central parts of the hittoty of my people. 

Ov'er 40 ycm later. the~ of the Three Affiliated Tribe:t beau lobbyina die, Federal 
aovemmem aphl tor• new bridae to connect both sidet otthe Mfwi River, to ccmect the 
two main plrts of our bomelanda; OM thet was wider abd ~ and that could accommodate the 
kind of modi,m traffic. such u farm. whicles, that lWleds to oroa the Mlsaouri River. Once 
again, we -were S1ICCeilful. u in 2000. $35 million MS appn~ by Congress for the new 
bridae, OUr Senaton ca!led our tribal Nation t1m to tell of this new.. 

But Chief Four Bearl is an. ~iate name for yet soother reason. As the on1y bricfae in North 
Dakota named for an lndiatt chie( it symbolizes the sacrific« that many of my people. and 
indoed., the people of thD C>ther Tribal Nations have made for the United States ill military 
sem,e, It it aomedmes not known that Native Amenmns haw the highest per capita me of 
participation in the miliwy i«Vices. My ant~ Uld rny relatives were tcouts for the Army in 
the 19" oentuty. Tbey terved in World Wtr t and n. Korea Md Vietnam. Many have been 
highly decorated and many did not return for hJ&e campaigt.11. It is themote fittina that tN, 
larae-t bndae in North Dakota is named for a Chief. Four Beats, of one of the 1'dbll Nati• in 
North Dakota. 

Mr. Chaimwa. members of the Committee, there 1s no need i:'or this resolution to go any further. 
I urge a DO NOT PASS on SCR 4033. 

. '"'1R.ilr '1-l~, . ... "l'J 
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TRlBAL BUSINllSS COUNCIL 
(701) 627-4781 

F•x (?01) 621-380$ 

MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three Jif]Uiated Tribes • F01•t Berthold Indian Reservation 

404 Frontage Road • Now Town, North Dakota 58763-9402 

Januaey 2'/, 2003 

INTER-OFFICE MEMO~UM: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Chairman Hall, MHA Nation 

Riobard Mayer, CBO 

Bridge Naming 

This memo is an outline of a conversation I had with Mr. Starkey per your request 
on Sunday January 26th • I called Mr, Starkey at approximately 4:30 p,m, and started the 
conversation by formally introducing myself as the C.E.O. of the Three Affiliated Tribes. 
He stated that he was trying to· get a hold of either you or me that day to discuss the 
matter of the naming. of the bridge. I told Mr. Starkey that Native Americans, especially 

' our Tribe, were by per capita the highest percentage of minority enrollment in the Armed 
Services. I also stated, on a personal note, that I was a veteran, as well as many people in 
my family were. I went on to explain that veterans were such an integralt and important, 
part of our culture and that we would be more than happy to help and support Mr. Starkey 
in the development of a Veterans Memorial. Mr. Starkey replied that he was happ~, to 
hear this and went on to explain his position as to why he felt that the new bridge should 
be named tb.e Medal of Honor Bridge, and why we should support him in this venture, 
He stated ~at.,th~ ~tire populace of North Dakota supported his idea, and that he had 
worked for, thi last two-years· on·this project. •· . 

I explained to 1\-1t: Starkey that our position was _not negotiable in re .. naming the 
bridget but that we were willing to work with him in establishing a veteran ts memorial. I 
quickly briefed Mr. Starkey on the history of the Four Bears Bridge and what Chief Four 
Bears means to our people. I explained that Chief Four Bears was instrumental in ' 
befriending and helping the Lewis and Clark Expedition in the early 1800's, by allowing 
them to stay with us during there first winter on their trip. Mr. Starkey Stated that; 
"Lewis and Clark would hn.ve made it without you people." I replied that they would not 
have had a chance, but quickly tumed the conversation around to address the fact that 
there were two Chiefs named Fout Bears, one Mandan and the other Hidatsa. I stressed 
the cultural and historical importance that they have to our peopl~, and Mr. Starkey· 
replied that, "He and his people, the Caucasians, had a proud and culturally significant 
history, comparable to our own,,, I agreed that they did have their own culture, but that 
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our culture was more relevant because the bridge is located on our land, He replied that 
the, "Bridae was not located on our land and that it was on land owned by the 
Oovemment and its agency, the Anny Corp i:>f Bngineers, therefore we did not have the 
riaht to name or even suggest the name of th.-, B..'idgc. '1 He went on to state, "You people 
lost the war with our government, and therefore ~c:it any right for self dctcnnination, and 
that the U.S. Oovcmment had purchased the land through the Louisiana Puroha.c;e and 
that the immigrants, my people, were the ones that settled this land first, and also were 
responsible for creating the agricultural, farming, and ranohing industry in the State of 
North Dakota.,, I stated to Mr. Starkey that. "I do not want to get into an argument with 
you, but we have signed the Ft. Laramie Treaty with the U .s. Government in 1851 that 
outlines the boundaries of our Ian~ and further more that we were never at war with the 
U.S. and that we were always peaceful and friend1y with the representatives that the 
government sent to meet with us. You must also understand that there are many different 
tribes in this area that may have had a different relationship with the government than we 
did and to not stereotype our tribe.'' He stated; "I have documeutation ~at 0'1~~es the 
ownership of the land and bridge. an4 that you do not have any right to ownership. also· I 
have :lO years experience in the military as well as a college degree, I am 73 years old 
and have been around the world. I arn well read and have a deep understanding of history 
that negates what you are saying. I would also like to know wha~ tribe you represent, 
there are three tribes located in your area." I stated that I also had my Masters degree, am 
a veteran and have also been around the world but that I did not want to get into a debate 
with him at this ti.me; I also told him that we were officially recognized by the United 
States as one tribe, the Three Affiliated Tribes, the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation. , 
I being the C.E.O. of the Tribe had the right to represent us in our conversation. I told 
Mi:. Starkey that I felt that we were not going to come to an agreement and that I was 
aoma to tcnninate this conversation, I wished him well and he did the same. That was 
the summary of our conversation, · 

~} 
IZ.v,t 

Richard Mayer 
Chief Executive Officer 

Tht 1tcl"Olr•fc ,.._.. on tfttt fHM art aoOUNtt reprocb:tfOM 6f recordl •uv.Md to Modtrn lnfo,-tfon lytt- for 1toroft\M1n1 and 
..,.. ft lllld fn tM r-.ular courtt of bulfnt11. Yht phototrephtc procua ... ta aundardl of tht AMtrfcan Netton1t ttanderdll JMtftutt 
(AMII) for trchtYtl 1foroffl1, NO'tlCII If th• f HMd , ... lboYt ,. lHI lttfblt than thf I Nott Ct, ft ,. dut to tht quality of tht 
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'rlUBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL 
(70l) 627-4781 

Fax (70l) 627-380$ 

February 27, 2003 

Chairman Tex o. Hall 
MHANation 
404 Frontaae Road 
New Town, North Dakota 

Dear Chairman Hall: 

MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three Affiliated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian RBservation 

404 Frontaao Road • New Town, North Dakota 58763-9402 

re: Four Bean Memorial Brklae .. 

The enrolled members of MHA nation extend their support in keeping the bridge on 
Highway 23 named in honor of our great chief, " Four Bears". · 
Many of the descendants from the ohicf are aware of the Pick-Sloan dam constructio11t 
which contributed to the building of the new bridge with all respect to recipients in the 
United States who fought and give their lives for our country. We.remember that many of 
our family are JlO longer with us; our enrolled members sacrificed their lives in World 

/war I. World War II, Korea and the Viet Nam War. Our Tribal members volunteered for . 
the American war at a pata' rate than any other tribe in the United States. We know the 
sacrifice, losing our homelands to the Garrison Dam. 

We will always remmnber our native culture, we arc all related, and therefore, it is only 
appropriate we keep our bridgt> named after our forefathers. 

.. 



MANDAN, HIDATSA & ARIKARA N Th ,un ' ATION 
re~ -w,llated Tribes • Fort Berthold lndi R 

404 Frontage Road • New Town N rth an eservation 
I O Dakota 58763-9402 

nJBAL BUSINESS COUNClL 
(701) 62?-4181 
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Fu (701) 627-380$ 

ENROLLED MEMBERS KEEP BRIDGE. ING TIii! NAME FOUR BEARS MEMORIAL 
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MANDAN, HIDATSA, &: ARIKARA NATION 

Three Affiliated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian Reservation 
HC3 Box 2 • New Towni North Dakota 58763-9402 

TRIBAL BUSINESS COUNCIi, 
(701) 627➔781 

February 27, 2003 

0 

Fax (701) 627-3805 

All Interested Parties of Concern: 

I am a CoUD0ihnan ftom the area known as Twin Buttes (South Segment)~ located on the 
south side of Lake Sakakawea, on the Fort Berthold Reservation, home of the~ 
Hidatsa and Arakara. 

My Great grand Father, Justine Spotted Beat, Sr. was instrumental in the original 
planning 40d iq,lementation of the building of tho Four Bears Bridge. As a matter of 
fact, my great grand father adopted Commissioner Hall into our tribe because be worked 
with my ancestors from beginning to end to see the Four Beats Bridge project completed. 

This original Four Bears Bridae was constructed in June of 1933. After the Pick Sloan 
Act, which displaced niy ancestors, they bad to move to higher ground be(:ause they 
flooded the prime bottomland. As a result of the flooding. someone figured it would, be 
less costly to tear down the old Four Bears Bridge and rebuild it and make it a part of the 
present bridge. Tht name of Four Bears name was agcln given to this same bridge. 

It is my understanding that the name Four Bears was in honor of the Mandan and Hidatsa 
Chiefs who were held in high esteem by my ancestors. 

In keeping with my people, it is of highest esteem that we honor both Four Bears, and 
give the new bridge the honor due the structure when completed. 

When we are celebrating the Corps of Discovery, let us remember the roll that the 
M~ Hidatsa and Arakara played in the success of that project. People who will 
travel tbru this l,nd will want to see this bridge representing my ancestors and give honor 
and respect they fully deserve for the sacrifices they made fur all our citizens. 

Councihnan Daylon Spotted Bear 
Home of'the Mand&n; Hidatsa and Arakara 
Three Affiliated Tn'bes 
Fort Berthold Reservation 
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fl.lBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL 
(101) 627-4781 

Fax (101) 627•380$ 

Dear Seutor Cllndealoll: 

MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three AJ/l/iated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian Reservation 

404 Ftontaae Road • New Town, North Dakota S8763-9-i02 

Febnaary 27• 2813 

'1'1111 .._ II la nprd to tile,...... .... die POIII' Bean Meaorlal Brklae .. tile 
M_..tH..,BJ'ldae. 

We at tile V..,_ Senke otllee ef tile Modu IDdatla ud ArOcaN1 Nadell 
,.,..u•t al V...._. • ...- Relllffttea. ,... ud pn••t. We feel tlaat oar 
..,.._ 1111d eeatrlblldou to tldl locl of oan tlloalcl be takea Into eeuaderado• 
... ov 11••-- C.W J•r Bean U11e aoul reaala u ii. CIIW l•r Bean 
epltoalaael die warrior'• apbit tllat II elaanctertltle of die lacUn vetenu of today 
wu llave foapt Ill die muy wan 1mee lie waa.t •• this Ind of ••n. 

Sllleenly, 

~-~-di 
J .. esM.Bear 
A•W.■t Veteru Serv:ice Offleer 
MHANatlou 

c,perator•t tlll"lttUl't . 
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11UBAL ,eav~~3 
(701) ~7-4781 

Fax (701) 627-3805 

Senatora of the 
Leaisi.tiw Asaembly 
Of North Daota 

RB: Four Bean Bridge 

Dear Senators: 

MANDAN, ffIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three ;(Q'iliated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian Reservation 

404 Frontage Road • Ntw Town, North Dakota 58763-9402 

As the preaem Councilman. for Bears Bears Community of the Three AffllWt,d Tribes, I 
juat haw to respond to the current resolution Senator ~n bu introduced u No. 
~33. 

The Four Bears Bddae WM Dittied after two Chicifs ~four Nation. one was Mandan end 
the other was Hidat•. It hM prow:n to be one of the most sceruc and breathtaking \liews 
of our State. It bu proven to ho a faithtbl bridge to all of us living in North Dakota and 
to loae its h8IDe would be a loss in the history of our State. The preaem bridge has been a 
memory for our elders who crossed it daily during theh' lives on the river bottom just like 
we cross it dally now to get to New Town. To take the name away woukl be like taking a 
little part of Oill' heart., out. We have lost enough during the construction of the Garrison 
Dam and to again lose the history behind the bridge and its name is unbearable, 

Please do not pass this resolution! 

Marcus Wells. Jr. 
Fc,ur Beers Councilman 
Three Afflliat~ Tribes 

... 
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Fe~-y 27, 2003 

Senators of the 
Leaislative A•mbJy 
Of North Dakota 

RB: Four Bean Bridge 

Dear Senatots: 

The l'e901ution Senator Cbri1tenlon is introducing as No. 4033 has absolutely apJ)llled 
-me. We definitely recopizo that our State of North Dakota bas service men and women 
who ba'Wl received a medal of honor defending our honorable country in which many of 
our Native American people are incl~ but do not recognb;e them at tbt (· 1:;,'ense of 
renaming Four Bears Bridge. 

} 

I do not know how old Ms. Christen.,on is but I remember crossing the FoW' Bears Bridge 
at Elbowoods and how the bridge was mc,ved to its present location. In fact; I was 
present at its ribbon cuttina, The name "Four Bears" is part of our State's history too and 
is probtlbly one of the few bridges in the Nation who have been named after a Native 
American. This is quite unique for all ofus, 

Out Councilmen and other members of their team have spent hours coming up with 
designs for this to be one of the most beautifuJ bridges in the United States. Please let 
them continue and please do not change its rwne. 
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c,p.r1tor•1 tftnatW'• 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Eider's Organization 
P.O. Box 400 

New Town. ND 58763 

(701) 627-3506 

2-27-03 

Three Affiliated Tribal CouncU 
< 

Marilyn Yellow Bird-Baker RN.t MS. 
MHAEO R.N. Administrator 

Sup)??rt 

FAX (701) 627-29M 

As Administrator for the MHA Elders Organiz.ation I would like to take the time to support 

the Three Affiliated Council in their opposition to the name change of the Four Beats 

Bridge. AJ advocate for the elders of the reservation I am keenly aware of the importance of 

heritage and culture tor the people of the reservation. It is important that the tWne "Four 

Bears" bridge remain a cultural heritage for thfJ people of the Three Affiliated Tribes. 
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MANDAN, HIDATSA, & ARIKARA NATION 
Three 4f/lliated Tribes • Fort Berthold Indian Resen1ation 

404 Frontaae Road • New Town, North Dakota 58763-9402 

TIUBAL BUSOO!SS COUNCIL 
(70l) 627-4781 

Fu (101) 627-3805 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

S.1111# Coltclllffllt ltaol#lio11 No. 4033 

This is a letter of support to keep the name of the bridge on Hiahway 23 
approximately four miles West of New Town as the Four Bears Memorial 
Bridge. With all due respect to Senator Christenaon and the citi7.en 
soldiers, -we the members of the Three Affiliated Tribes, understand the 
sacrifices we~ for out country. Chief Four Bears was a areat leader 
and made many sacrifices for om Native American people. It is not very 
often that out Native American lealders are honored by such a desianation 
of a bulldu,g or structure such as the Four Bears Memorial Bfidse. 

or/Mandaree Community Chairman 
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THCMM W. rNt,e!~ 
,,...-...,_ ~T $, Pfl QV(;IA' 
. I OANlfi. W, MlllU 

JOHN ~/,1,(()t,-Ol(S It 

CHfllS'mPMA I LW4't' 
0M1,,A J, HOIU 
TARA L.. M.LOOOO 
JWA Mll,1 ~~ CANTZU" 

' AOMTTIO O~~y 1M CAl.l()IIIN IA 

TOi 

l'ROMt 

DATE1 

,. ~' g)~ & JI'~, ~ 
ATTOFtNEVS AT I.AW 
C ►IRISTOPHE~ PLAZA 

101& SOUTH 80ULOER RO•t> 
SUITE 305 

LOUSVILL!, COLORA0O 900~'7 

(30l) $7a•9e00 
TELEFAX (303) $73•9156 
TELIFAXl303)071,tl38 

,,mlll lri'c«phw.c.om 

MEMORANDUM 

59'111 Leplati\te Atsen'ably of North Dakota 

Thomu W, Fredetfok, '7t/J,, 
M•bar of the Mand1111, H1dt1sa mid Arikara Nation 

February 27, 2003 

'l'be Reumina of the Four Beata MemorJ,!1 Br ldfe 

It bu com~ to rny atteritiatt that the bridac awned in honor of our Cbid' Four 
8-s 1• beina comideted for a rcdesignation u tho Medal of Honor Bridp, I want to 
state vehanontly that lam oppoted to fUClh a rodc,•isn•tion. Although tu aoal:t tor the 
Pl'OPoDOnts of tho ••lFlaition may bt honotable, I teel. that the name of the bridae 
should renwn 11' borM>t of' our peat Chief Four Bean. 

TM ~ple of the Mandan, Uidataa and AriJwa :Nation aave up 156,000 acres 
that coiutituted the heart oftbeir lands for the benefit ofthcs Oarrleon Dam. The Four 
a.ars Memorial Bridie w~st of New Town on Hiahway 23 is the only brid,e that 
connects our lands, I therefore atrona]y re¢Onunend th.a, the 58111 Legislative A$$eltlbJy of 
North Dakota keep the name o:f'Four Bems Memori•1 B:rid3e in bouot of our ChietwhoMi 
people have, sfven up $0 much to have the Ga,n,on Darn llld Reservoir. The wrifaces 
tut U.. tribal memhen have incurred as a result of the con&truction of tho Garrison Ow 
and the omtion of Lake Sak1k1wea that divided the Mandan, }lldatsa and Ankara Nation 
in1o three separl\te and isolated parts. have been many. This f.aot alone hu devastated the 
Three Affiliated Tribes as • whole. not 1o mention the sttess emd psychological fm~h of 
bcin& uprooted 111 our homelmd baa CIIUfled our trlbel m~rs. 

It aeems to me tbit the sacrificelf of our fo~(athctn c::ertlir\Jy JU$tify the COtltinued 
~ ofl1our Bears Memorial Bridae, Jam a descenc:w,t of the family that had to uproot 
their ranch :ft'om 1be river bottoms to the upJa,,tJs and gllwial till SDib of <>ur b.-vatio~. 
I witnened ftmlumd the impact, that Neb ~oval had Ott my father· as Otte of the most 
pionuttettt raachen Ott P'ort Berthold until his removal from the river, He never 
recovend f,:,om tlt• d~vliitAtion ot beina UJ)f()Oted and having to ranoh in country that wu 
leas than desirable for tanohins purposes, I therefore re1~i that the tacriflces of my t'axrtily 

P1t11Se 'vl!llt us 11t our website: WWW,f1>hw.com 
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MEMORANDUM 
February 27. 2003 
P1102 · 

NM1 the Tribe•• whole more tbanj~ keeJ,lna Che name of Pour Dem Memorial 
· Brida• on the .aew bridae 11.t is to be CQnltructed. on HJ.~wa.y 23 we1t ot New ToWD. 
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
SENA.TE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4033 

FRANCIS G. ZIEGLER, P.E., PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
FEBRUARY 21, 2003 

The DOT is in attendance at this hearing to present infonnatfon, not only on Four Bears, but on 
other bridges we arc currently working on. 

The Four Bears bridge was designed and bids for coruitruction were accepted on Febnwy t 4, 
2003. The DOT is currently analyzing those bids and will make a decision soon as to the Award 
of the.contract, 

The bridge was designed using Context Sensiti\le Design concepts adopted by Feci.eral Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and DOT's around the country. Context Sensitive Design is a tenn used 
to describe a design that fits into the scenic, historic~ cultural, and environmental aspects of the 
area. We believe that the Four Bears name is appropriate for this bridge and is in keeping with 
the history of the bridge and area. 

We are looking at the same Context SeMitive Design process on other bridges under 
consideration today. The Rainbow Arch Bridge in Valley City and the Memorial Bridge in 
Bismarck. 

The Environmental documents on both of these structures are very close to being completed. In 
fact, the finaJ Public Hearing on Memorial Bridge will be held on April 2, 2003. We are looking a 
continuing the theme of recognizing Veterans as part of the Memorial Bridge Design. 

· dt f eel t Modern 1nfo1Wtf on tvtt• for •toroff llfl'III end .J'. 
Th• •fcroonr1hh1 flllltH on thf• ft l• •r• icevHt• rtpNCbltfone of reoor'de 1 v•r 0,.. of th• art can N1tton11l ttll"ldlrdl Jnetttut:t 
WIN ftlMd tn tht rttUltr COYl'lt of bUlh-••h Tfhf•l~trirtpht:o:o:i:-r.:-t:ar:~htn tht• Motte•, It h u to th• queHty of the I 
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