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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO, SCR 403 7 

Senate Natural Resources Committee 

□ Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3-13-03 

Ta Number Side A Side B Meter# 
2 X 29,7- end 

X 0.0- 3.1 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

Senator Thomas Flscher. Chainnan of the Senate Natural Resources Comr.aittee opened the 

hearing on SCR 4037 that expresses the Legislative Assembly's support for construction of the 

North Central Rural Water Consortium Project and the South Central Regional Water District 

Project. 

All members of the Committee were present. 

Senator Jern Klefn of District 14 cosponsor of SCR 403 7 stated the resolution was a delayed 

bill that deals with water and rural water districts. With the changing water problems, water 

systems have been developed and rural water district pop up, The resolution urges North 

Dakota's legislature to supply congress with infonnation to help get monetary support for the 

water projects. 
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Senate Natural Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number SCR 4037 
Hearing Date 3-13-03 

Senator John Tra)'lior commented on the problem of arsenic in water in the state and asked if 

there should be another resolution to study that problem or should it be amended into this 

resolution. 

Doualas Nelbauer. Executive Director of the South Central Regional Water District testified in 

support of SCR 403 7 (See attached testimony). 

Dutel Rouse, Vice President of the Board of Directors of the South Central Regional Water 

District, testified in support ofSCR 4037 (see attached testimony). 

Rocky ThQIIIIL representing the North Central Rural Water Consortium Board testified in 

support of SCR 4037 (see attached testimony), He also presented the members of the committee 

with a packet containing infonnation about the NCRWC (see attached). 

There was on testimony in opposition or in a neutral position on SCR 403 7. 

Senator Traynor Mked for some time to develop an amendtnent in regards to the arsenic 

problem. 

S,mator Fischer closed the hearing on SCR 403 7, 
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTE.E MINUTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. SCR 4037 

Senate Natural Resources Committee 

Cl Conference Committee 

Hearing Date 3.14 .. 03 Discussion and action 

Ta Number Side A SideB 
1 X 

Committee Clerk Si ature 

Minutes: 

·~ Senator Thnm11 Fttcher opened the discussion of SCR 403 7. 

All members of the committee were present. 

Meter# 
2.0 .. 12.7 

Senator John Traynor presented amendment #38394.0102 containing language that would 

include arsenic in the resolution. 

Senator Traynor made a motion to accept the amendment. 

SJnator Stanley Lyson second the motion. 

Discussion was held as to the concerns of the committee to add this amendment to the resolution 

as it might involve more than should be and it might add something they may not want to use to 

promote MRNI money for these water systems. Because this is an important issue maybe it 

should be applied to another vehicle, 
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Senate Natural Resources Cornmittee 
BilVResolution Number SCR 4037 
Hearing Date 3-14-03 

The motions were withdrawn with the understanding the members of the committee would 

support Senator Traynor with the delayed bills committee so the issue of arsenic could have it's 

own resolution study. 

Senator Joel HelfbPIR made a motion for a Do Pass of SCR 4037. 

,Senator Michael Evea second the motion. 

Roll call vote was taken indicating 7 YEAS, 0 NAYS AND O ABSENT OR VOTJNO. 

- will carry SCR 4037. 
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38394.0102 
T,ltle. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senator Traynor 

Maroh 14, 2003 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4037 

Page 1, line 3, after "Project" Insert "and urging relaxation of arsenic standards for drinking 
water for the city of Devils Lake and other slmllarly situated cities" 

Page 1, tine 19, remove "and" 

Page 1, llne 24, after the semicolon Insert "and" 

Page 1, after line 24, Insert: 

"WHEREAS, the city of Devils Lake as well as other slmllarly situated cities are 
being ohallenged to meet stricter drinking water standards for arsenic and the city of 
Devils Lake water supply Is currently quadruple the new arsenic standard that Is 
sch&duled to take effeot In January 2006 and the degree of this concentration above the 
new standHrd may prevent the city of Devils Lake from obtaining a compliance deadline 
extension that 16. available to other cities that exceed the arsenic standard but to a 
lesser degree;" 

Page 2, line 4, after "Projects" Insert "and urging relaxation of arsenic standards for drinking 
water for the city of Devils Lake and other slmllarly situated cities" 

Page 2, llne 6, after the third comma Insert 11the administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the President of the United States," 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 38394.0102 l 
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RolJ Call Vote #: I 

2003 SENA TE STANDING COMl\UTTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. )/ b ~ 7 

Senate Senate Natural Resources Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By _j __ ~~-.....,r...z;~j ___ Seconded By -----'-hrv~:....:....;. _____ _ 

Senator, Yes No Senaton Yes No 
Senator Thomas Fischer Senator Michael A. Every 
SenAtor Ben Tollefson Senator Joel C. Heitkamp 
Senator Layton Frebora I\ _;/ 

Senator Stanley W. Lyson .. I / 
Senator John T, Travnor \ ~ \\l -7 

~ I \J 7 
t\ l -7 
' ~ ~7 

I ! 

J' ·1 
'/ ·-~ I/ 

~\; 
I ,\y 

' 
V 

Total (Yes) 1/ No 
' -

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Tht 111lorooraphto fmaOH en tht• ftlm are 1ccW11tt reproductfont of recordt dtlfvtrld to Modtrn lnfol"Mfltlon SVtt• for 111forofUMlnt and 
wre ft lMtd fn the reouler eourH o1 bulf nt11, Tht photooraphtc proctH 111ttt1 1t1ndarde of tht Amer1oan Natf onel ltendlrdl Jnet1tutt ,J 
(ANSI) for 1rchfv1l ffl1crofflm, NOYICII If the fflmed fmeat 1bovt ft le11 ltalblt than thfa Notfct, 1t ft dut to the qutlfty of tht , 
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Date: 3 ,. / '1 ... ()3 
Roll Call Vote#: 2,. 

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. o/ d .~ 7 

Senate · Senate Natural R~sources Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislntive Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Motion Made By __ H, __ ~ __ · ~~---> _ Seconded By-·~ 

Senator, Yet. No Senaton Yet 
Senator Thomas Fischer v Senator Mjchael A. Every ✓ 
Senator Ben TolJefson ✓ Senator Joe) C, Heitkamt> ,/ 

Senator LaYion FreborJI / 
Senator StanJey W. Lyson ✓ 
Senator John T, TraYnor j/ 

,~-!.a.-

No 

,_ 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ____ ~7.~ __ Nu __ O ________ _ 
0 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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AIPOAT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 14, 2003 2:0I p.m. Module No: ........ 

c.rter: Hellkamp 
lnNrt LC: • Tltle: • 

Al!PORT OP STANDING COMMITI'II 
SCA 4037: Natural FINoun,ee Committee (sen. l'lachlr, Chairman) recommende DO 

PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NA VS, 0 ASSENT AND NOT VOTING), SOR 4037 waa pfaoed on 
the Eleventh order on the calendar, 

Page No. 1 8A41413t 
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SCR 4037 
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2003 HOUSE ST ANDINO COMMmEE MINUTES 

BILI/RESOLUTION NO. 4037 

House Natural Resources Committee 

a Conference Committee 

Hearin& Date March 27, 2003 

T Number Side A SideB 
1 xx 

Committee Clerk Si 

Minutes: 

0-2310 
Meter# 

Chait Nelson called the hearing on SCR 4037 A concurrent resolution expressing the Legislative 

Assemblys support for construction of the North Central Rural Water Consortiwn Project and 

the South Central Regional Water District Project. 

Sen. M. Klein: Introduced SCR 4037. This resolution urges congress to pUMle funding on 

these two projects. 

Roeky Tbomaa: North Central Rural Water Consortium. (See Attaehed Testimony) 

Chair Nellon: Where is the source of the source of this water? 

Rocky Thoma: The source varies from system to system. 

Chm Nellon: It seems to me that there is a disconnect when it comes to the reservation with 

regards to infraatructure. Working with the tribes there can be an economy of scale in rural 

North Dakota. It is always hard to mL'.ke these sort of project, cash flow. We should be working 

with tribal governments. How is that working? 
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In 
House NatW'll Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution Nwnber 4037 
Hearing Date March 27, 2003 

Rocky Tbomur Commented on the situation with regards to some of the tribes. 

Doualu Nelbauer: Executive Director, South Central Regional Water District, (See Attached 

Teltfmony) 

Rep. Nottettad: Are :you looking at going into South Dakota as a south west authority or are 

they already in another? 

Doqla, Nelbauers There is an operating system that takes water from the project. It is called 

South Line Rural Water. 

Dan.lel Roue: Testified in support of SCR 403 7. Vice President of the Board of Directors of 

the South Central Regional Water District, (See Attached Te1tfmony) 

Chatr Nelaon closes the hearing. 

Q Rep. KefHr moves a recommendation of Do p.,, and Plaeed on the Con1tnt Caltnclar 

Seconded by Rep. Notte.tad. 

operetor•• 111111tur• 
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Date: 
Roll Call Vote#: 

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMjT,!!t!£ ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILlJRESOLUTION NO. ,~ 'f o ·y7 

House House Natural Resources Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committ~ 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken ----~--fJ _.,_f..:s..c. SuS---'C...coL.M.M.i.J' f., 1 (9 /41 /t,;. 
Motion Made By /1( i) e r· Seconded By ~ t/4 ti"' ,,/ 

' 

R1toretent1dve1 Yes No RePretentadves 
Chainnan Jon 0, Nelson 
Vice--Chainnan Todd Porter 
Rec. Byron Clark 
Reo. Duane DeKrey A 

Rei,, David Drovdal n~ . 
Reo. Lyle Hanson ... '~f' (/ 

Rer,. Bob Hunskor l 
Rei,, Dennis Johnson ,.,...,. 
Rei,. Oeorae Keiser ' ' , 
Ren. Scott KeJsh C7o Ir,. 
Rei,, Frank Klein I/ I 

Rei,. Mike Norland (IT?' 
Rei,. Darrell Nottcstad 
Reo. Dorvan Solber2 

Total 

Ye. No 

(Yes) _________ No -----------
Absent 
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RIPOAT OF' STANDING COMMITI"EI! (410) 
March 27, 2003 8:81 a.m. Module No: HR-IMIIO 

canw: Dekrey 
lnNtt LC: • TIiie: . 

Al!PORT OF STANDING COMMITI"EI! I 

SCA 4037: Natural RNourcee CommlttN (Rep. Nel10n, Ch1lrman) recommends DO 
PASS and II! PLACED ON THI! CONSINT CALINDAA (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCR 4037 was placed on the Tenth order on the calendar. 

(t) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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Te1dmony before the Senate Natural Retource1 Committee on SCR 4037 

March 139 2003 

Mr. Chainnan, members of the Senate Nannl Resources Committee, my name is 

Oanjel Rouse. Many of you know me in my capacity as Legal Counsel to the State Tax 

Commissioner. However, today, I am here before you (on my lunch break) in my 

capacity as a rural Bismarck resident from District 8, and as Vice President of the Board 

of Directors of the South Central Regional Water District. formerly known u the 

Burleigh Water Usen Cooperative. The South Central Regional Water District is one of . 
the two worthy entities covered by this resolution and whose continued and expanded 

delivery of good, clean potable water is vital to the future of North Dakota. I ask for yow­

support of SCR 4037. 

I ani fortunate to be a member of a forward-thinking water district which has 

recently completed a long-range business plan for growth within south central North 

Dakota. One of the major focus areas of our business plan was to identify and ensure that 

communities in the south central region of North Dakota .. which we could realistically 

service .. were given the same opportunities for potable water that others within the rural 

Bismarck area we presently serviced were enjoying, Wf'J saw this initiative as necessary 

for those citizens to maintain their lives, families, and legacies in the many fanns and 

conimunities that are now at increasing risk of personal hann due to, among other factors, 

the high arsenic levels. We also saw this as an excellent tool for economic development 

- both in terms of the project necessary to get the water to the people as well as in the 

value .. added benefit those communities would enjoy from the delivery of safe drinking 

water for personal and business use. 
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n However, we are not there yet. We need the support of this legislative body, the 

executive branch of our state government, and the federal government in order to deliver 

the water those communities need. 

As an aside. I am also a reserve judge advocate in the United States Air Force. 

0 

While I function mostly as a preliminary judge, my military travels and training have 

nevertheless reinforced my knowledge of the growing global dominance of the issue of 

potable water, In the future, it will not be unheard of for oountrles to more aggressively 

compete for, and quite possibly go to war over, access to safe, drinkable water. While I 

do not anticipate North Dakota going to war with Canada, Montana, or even South 

Dakota over water rights, my point is that potable water will only increase its role 

globally as a major factor influencing the quality of life for those who benefit from its 

access. Our t'fforts within the South Central Regional Water District are directed toward 

assuring that resource is made available to our citizens. 

............. , 
\ 
I 

Mr. Chainnan, members of the Senate Natural Resources Committee, I strongly 

urge you to support a Do Pass on SCR 403 7. This resolution is a step toward improved 

quality of life for North Dakotans, increased economic development, and an investment 

in our future. I would be happy to respond to any questions. Thank you . 
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SCR4037 

~ 
Testimony of Rocky Thomas 

Natural Resources Committee Hearing 
I 

3/)3/03 

Mr. Chairman_ members of the Natural Resources Committee. my name, Is Rocky Thoma,; I am 
manager of the MoLeen-Sherldan Rural Water System and I serve as Seoretaryffreuurer of the 
North Central Rural Water Consortium Board. I am here today to speak on the NCR WC's behalf, 
and request your support for Senate Concurrent Resolution 4037. 

From Its meager beginning as expansion of the McLean-Sheridan system, the NCR WC project 
has arown to encompass expansion of l existing rural water systems In central ND. When 
devek,pc,d this project will fill the gaps In service areas from WUton to Carpio. to Chun)hes Ferry 
and to Carrington. The NCRWC project wlll address Arsenic problems In the communities of 
Granville, Karlsnahe, Anam<>OSet and Selz. We wlll assist in serving the needs of Pick City, 
Sakakawea State Park, the Corps of Engineers and the Garrison Dam Fish Hatchery, In meeting 
surface water regulations and replace Underwood's water supply which wUI be lost to adjacent 
mining activities, acdng as a wheeUng agent for the City of Riverdale, When completed the 
project will provide potable water to an estimated 700 rural homes, fannsteads, ind businesses 

~ throughout the area, in addition to those currently served by the three systems. 
f 
~ The NCR WC project is unique in many respects in the State of ND. It Is to our kttowledge the 

! first fully organized cooperative effort to flll gaps between existing systems. It is the f1rst project 
to consider setting system boundaries aside, and utlllze existing Infrastructure to It's fullest 

' potential, for the benefit of the customer. And. according to 'tribal Council It is the first organized 

~ 
effort to seek long term working relations with the Three Affiliated Tribes. 

The Consortium Project has many worthy aspects, however funding has presented a monumental 
...... ,..,,,-/ hurdle to date, While the project was initially coming together as McLean-Sheridan Phase JV, the 

Dakota Water Resources Act was approv00t and the outlook for this project, like many others, 
was very good, As you are all no doubt aware, the tragic events of September 11 tti, 2003, curtaited 
much funding at a federal level, MR&I funds for such projects; the Dakota Water resources Act, 
were amongst those hit. 

The NCR WC persisted in our effort to move forward, utilizing this delay to regroup and 
strengthen our position. We have come a tong way in a very short time. Again however, we are 
confronted with bleak news in respect to funding; recent news of Bureau of Reclamation funding 
for the MR&I program being cut, places this project In great Jeopardy. We feel the project may 
ultlmately be forced to seeking direct appropriations fro111 the federal government, and should that 
come pass, we wlll no doubt need your vote of support on the state level. 

Recognizing similar needs and a similar position In our nelghbor•s part to the south, SCR 4037 
was drafted to lend your needed support, to the South Central project as well, Your vote In 
support of this resolution will simply state that you believe the residents of Central North Dakota 
are entitled to safe clean drinking water, and the better way of life afforded ln having such. As a 
matter of record the counties served by these two projects include: Ward, McHenry, Pierce, 
Benson, Wells, Sheridan, McLean, Burleigh, Logan, Emmons, Kidder, McIntosh, and portions of 
Eddyt and Foster. 

In closing Oentlement I urge you to review the lnfortn4tion you have received in handout, therein 
you wlll find our website address, where you will find a great d~I more information regarding 
our project, 
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Proviou~ly Burleigh Water Users Coopeiatlve 

T .. tllllOIIY on: 
1 

H1yllwoy B:.11-.Jrnlt\ • H$JOH A1irrn11 t Drip 

H11;mu1ck. N(J 58n0:'.HJ217 
1'/01) ~1t1a-a110, F11ll ('!01) 22a-rw,I1 

tma11 bwuc@bll11at.Mt 

8■NAff CONCURIIBNT U80LllnON NO. '837 
HNIIIII Date: Man:11 13, 2003 
By: DOUGLAS N■IIIAU■II, IIDCUTIV8 DIR■CTOR 

SOUTH Cl!NTIIAL UGIONAL WATER DISTRICT 

\The concept of South Central 11 .. lonal Water S,.tem ., .. 
developed to fulflll a -• In the South Central Reglonal Water 
Dlatllct'• ae.._t-= Plan. Goal one of the plan .. to...,..... and 
hnplement • a,-tena expan•lon plan to Mm the unmet water 
need• of the counties In South Centlal North Dakota". 

A ••••••Mr ,_. haa been completed for the Soutll Central 
R .. lonal Water System Project •nd an appllcatlon ha• been 
submitted to ..._ Munlclpal, Rural a Industrial (IIRAI) water 
supply pl"Olfllffl for • 70% grant and appllcatlon• wlll INt applied 
for through USDA RUS and EPA for the 30% loan to conetruct the 
system. A9 you may know, th• ,..,., Office of Bud .. t & 
Management I» cunHtty acrutlnlzlnl funding of rural w•r 
pro.facts through the ....... of Reclllffllltlon. •• hope that 
fundln9 wlll be Natorwd for MR&I In 20CM and beyond. 

The South Central ... 1o ... 1 Water 8,atem WIii provide •• 
affordable, h .. h quallty and Nllllble wabtr to the •xlstlntl ION 
fanna/rural houNholds In llurlellh County, to over 1800 new 
cuatomers and ten (10) 111unlclpalltlN In • ,.,,_ county •re• 
conslstlna of ■urlelgh, lmnaona, ■clntosh, Logan and Kidder 
Counties. The munlolpalltlH that would .-.celve bulk water from 
thla projeo1 aN Allh._y, Braddock, "-• Haelton, Linton, 
Napoleon, Shabura, Venturia, WIiton and Wishek. 

-~1rnv11111 ll111nl /:'11c1111o A lfo/1111>/e 81,iv/r:o" 

, 1,· I','''-,• 



r 
,~ (P•I• 2 t\CR No .. 4037 teatlmony by Dougl•s Nelbauer) 

,...._,.,, 

The project h•• the prvml• to help sthnulate arowth and 
economic development In South Central North Dakota, an .,.. 
that la cu111N1tly battlllll • Nvent dn»119llt tltat 1111• depleted 
water sourcN In many antae. Thi• project will be the ■nawer to 
l!PA'• concern for ArNlllo In COllllllllftlty water suppl ... that 
Include the cltee of atra .. ,., Tappen, Pettibone, Medina, and 
other a,..• tllat haw Anenlc levela that exceed cumMlt IIPA 
standard•· It I• ............ thla entire area •••d• • nt111edy to the 
CUl'Mllt water ........_ and quallty .,,..,... In their cunwnt 
ground water ... pp1..._ 

Funding from the feclenal Dakota Water RNoun. Act of 2000 I• 
crltlcal and Is ne■d•d now to atart con•tructlon on South Central 
....... , Wat.rand the North Central W•ter ConHl'tlum Project.. 
Without federal funding throlllh the MR&I grant program, we wtll 
fall In our mlulon to .. et the unmet wat.r need■ In this ant• of 
North Dakota whlcll -.uat■ about one-th~nl of the state. 

I need to reiterate that the South Central R .. lon■I Water District 
(foHH@rly Bu .... lgh Wat.r U_,. CooperatlWt) I• a la .... 
establlalled reglonal water sptem that has • very aucc•••ful 
history In constructing •• excellent reliable wat.r distribution 
system In spite of fundlnt conatralnts. We are .-xbemely pro11d 
of our experienced staff •nd establlshed track record supplying 
h .. h quallty, affordable water to the existing nl• bulk uaen and 
moN than 2800 rural fann■lhouMholds In Burleigh County., 

The support ............ In ICR No. 4037 wlll be • grNt •-t to 
penuade tlNt federal ...,.clea to continue funding rural water 
project. through the MR&I water aupply prvgnam. 

C
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The ~«)1111 central l?ural Water C()nst)rtlum 

A cooperative effort on the parts of: 

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water 

Central Plains Water District 

North Prairie Rural Water 

Associate Members: 

Mandan, Hidatsa, & Arikara Nation 

Spirit Lake Nation Garrison Rural Water 

~ Our Mission St1teme11t ---

To Generally acbievet more feasible water 1upply 1y1tem1. 
Working cooperatively, to reach the most eflkie11t go•I in 

senlce to our respective customers 

Find us online at - www.ruralwJtteronline&om/NC'JiWC...hLm 

Th• 11cr09repMc fNtff on ttd• ft l• art accUflatt rtptocbitf ont of tteON:11 dtl twrid to Modern lnfol'Mllt1on tytt ... for 1toroff l1tn1 lftd · 
Wirt fflMd tn th• rttt,llr COUl'H of bulfnHla Tht photor,raphtc proctll ... t. 1tandlrdl of tht AMtrlcll'I N1ttON1l ltandlrdl Jnttttutt .J 
(MIi) for 1rchtv1l Mfcroftl•. NOTICEI If th• ftlliltd ..... lboYt ,. ltll lttlblt than thl• Notfct, ft,. dut to tht qutlfty of tht , 
doe\Mnt btf 1'11 ff llltd. ~ 1 t\_ C \'~ , \ ,_ Tuo. N\wMs~'4~~ \6Jo.3\03 

operator'• tfgnaturt D1t1 

J 



, 

0 

;, 

<·/: ,' ,' 

..., Table of Coateau ,.., 

2. Table of Contents 
3. Testimony 
4. Board of Directors 
5. Contact Information 
6. Contact lnfonnatiott (com.) 
7. Historical OUtline of the Project 
a. Historical Outline of the Project (cont.) 
9. Project Costs & Timelines 
to. Timelines (cont.) 
11. Timelines ( cont.) 
12. Project Service Area 
13. Communities exceedina the proposed Arsenic Standard 
14, Available Wet«~ within the Project Area wlthln the Project Area 
1 S. NCRWC Brochure 

2 

-' 
.J 



Te1tlmo1y of 

0i Rocky Thoma1, Seeretary 
North Central Rural Water Co■1ord■m Board 

► SB 2022 
t January 21. 2003 \ 
I 

f 
t. Mr. Chairman, members of tho Senato Appropriations Committee, my name is Rocky Thomu; I am '· i- manager of the McLean-Sheridan Runt Wat« System, and I al,o serve u MCNWy of tho North Cerml 1· 
&; 

/i Rural Water COCIIOttium (NCR WC) Board. I have bten uked to provido teatimony befote you today on 
r behalf of the North Dakota Rural Wat« Systems Association. reptd?ng project. ht are reedy to proceed if 

I fimdln, were made available through~ such u the Wat« Development Trust fund. The NCRWC I project is Just such a ventute. 

I Al the information in the hand out you have just received indicat., the NCRWC project ls unique in many I 
rMpeCtl in the ltaul of North Dakota. To our knowlodp this project is the first fully orpnbod cooperative I ~ oft'ort to fill PPI between exiltina syttem,. It is the fint project to CONider setting system boundari• uide, 

I 
llid udHzina existing infi'utruchn to its fullest potemial, for the benefit of the cuatomer. And, u indicated 
by Tribal Counci~ it is the ftnt orpnbod effort to leek Iona-term working relatiOIII with the Tiree 
Affiliated Tribel. In Nninl tribal and non-tribe! members outside of the Fort Berthold Rel«Vltion. The 
NCR WC wu in fact. Neently cited a, an example of independent agencia, working toward a common pl 
by Gov. Jahn Hown In his addrml at the NOl'th Mota Water Us«s ConveMion. And, the NCRWC will 

i ,oon t. featured in a quarterly international publication on Holistic Management; published by the Allen 
Savo,yc..«. I 0 The NCRWC Project primarily encompaues expansion of three existing rural water systems in central I 
North o.Jtota. When developed this project will fill the gaps in serv~ artias from Wilton to Carpio, l 
Chaatchet Farry to Cmfnatoli. It will addreu arsenic problell1S in the communities or Granville, Karlsruhe. I 

Anamoon and Selz. We plan to assist Pick City. Sakabwoa State Park_ the Corps of Bnafnecn1 and the I State Fish Hatchery in meeting surface water regulatiom. And replace Underwood's water supply which 
wiU be lOlt to adjaceri mirdng activities. acting u a wheeling asfflt for the city of Riverdale. We plan to I 
provjde potable water to an estimated 700 rural homes. farmsteads, and businesses throughout the area. in I 
addition to those we currently serve. l 

~ ' 
Because the NCR WC project encompasses expamlon within three existing distribution systems, a 
considerable portion of the requirements for environmental assessment and cultural resources surveys have 
previously been met. Further, there have been numerous studies on portions of thiJ project, and IOfriOt but 
not al~ include both cultural and environmental 8S$0Ssment. For this reason the NCRWC project can be 
ready to move forward on very short notictt. given funding. 

Our •insle lar.,.i holdup at this point is the limited total allocation of' funding available to the Garrison 
Divenion Conservancy District. Through utiliution of funding sources such as the Water Development 
Trust fund. thit project could move forwud. 

In clCJSing gentlemen, I urge you to review the information you have received in the handout. you will find ', 

our website addreu1 where you will find more lnformadoo reprding our project. And, I urge you to I remember that the NCR WC also needs your support for funding at the state level. 
l 
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_, Board of Dlrecton _, 

Ralpll Paeblak, Culnu■ - No,,. Pnlrte R•nl Water 

Brad Weber, Vlee c•alnla■ - Ceatnl PIiiai Water Dlltrlet 

R--, n • ..., S.ntarytr .... •nr • MeLea■-Sllerlcl•• R1ral Water 

Juda Aadn, Board Member- Cntnl Plala1 Water Dlltrld 

Blaln Olafto■, BMnl Meaber- Norda Prairie Rani Water 

G•e Gnea, Beard M•ber- MeLea..SllerWa• R■ral Water 

Alfl)ylblas, Altenate RepnN11tatlve- Ceatnl Plalu Water Dldrlct 

Ro■ul Oplud, Altenate Rep,..tattve - Nortll Prairie R■nl Water 

Fnak H--■• Alteraate Repreteatathte - MtLeu-S•erldo R■ral Water 

\' 

,_ ~te Member Repretentadvea ,_ 

Teu Lone e.r- "r•ree Afllllated Tribel 

Feliela PeU1 - Tllree Aflllatecl Tribel 

Dave Cava■a11II - Spirit Lake N1tlo1 

Tim Lla1ehcla - City of Riverdale 

Reai■•ld R■dolpll - Garrllo• R■ral Water 

c,perator'• 1fonetur• 
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~()rth Central l?ur-al Water f:()nsvrtlum 

Gene Goven, Chairman Frank Heinzen, Vice-Chairman Rocky Thomas, Manager 
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water 

1824- lS Avenue NW S503 - 16' Street NW 987 -17 Avenue NW 
Turtle Lake, ND 58575 Garrison. ND 58504 Turtle Lake, ND 58S7S-9649 

Office Phone: 701-448-2686 
Home Phone: 701-448-2233 

Home Phone: 701-448-2405 Home Phone: 701 .. 743-4469 Fait 70l-«l-2315 
Cell Phoae: 711...ul-1269 

E-mail: E-mail: 

Blaire Olafson, Vice-President Ronald Opland, Director Jaaon Betterley. Manager 

North Prairie Rural Water 
7101 -128 Avenue NE 5315 -170 Street SW 

Glenbu ND 58740-9566 Des Lacs, ND 58733 .. 9411 
Office Phone: 701--852 .. 1886 

Or - 1--800-536-J lSO 
Home Phone: 701 .. 728-6520 Home Phone: 701 .. 725-4343 Home Phone: 701--852-4820 
Cell Phone: 701-720-5703 Fax: 701-624-0231 

E-mail: olafson(ii)minot.ndak.nQ! E~mail: None Cell Phone: 701-720-4474 

\( In\ ( \ I\ 1· ( li,111 111,ltl 

I 
f. Brad Weber, Director Alf Dytbingt Chairman R•lpb Paekulak, Manager 

Central Plains Water District 
1941 - 67 Avenue NE 4985 ~ 29 Street NB P.O. Box 1S7 

New Rockford, ND 583S6 Maddock1 ND S8348 Fessenden, ND S8438..0157 
Office Phone: 101 .. 547.3751 
Home Phone: 101 .. 547 .. 3699 

Home Phone: 101 .. 947 .. 2974 Home Phone: 7ot .. 4J8 .. J392 Fax: 101 .. 5~7 .. 3571 

E-mail: b n .. mail: None 

s 
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P.O. Box 2035 3456 East Century A venue 
Jamestown, ND 58402-2035 Bismarck, ND 58503,,0737 

Office Phone: 701-252-0234 Offlct Phone: 701-258•1110 
Fa1: 701-2!2-0203 Fax: 701-258-l l t 1 

Cell Phone: 701-320-2462 
E-mail: darrcllh(tiUcngi,com E-mail: k r2ysc@bnrtwc1l&on1 

Te~ Lone Bear, Manager Dave Cavanaugh, Manager Jack Hanu~ Director 

Fort Berthold Rural Water S irit Lake Water Mana ent Mountrail Count Rural Water 
P.O. Box 399 P.O. Box 187 7110-41 Street NW 

New To ND 58763-9102 St. Michael, ND 58370-0187 Parshall ND S8770 -----+-----__.._--------+-------'----------1 
Office Phone: 701-627-3410 Office Phone: 701-766-1209 
Home Phone: 701-627•3524 Home Phone: 701-862 .. 3273 ------------------------------Fa 1: 701-627-4303 

~mail: tcxx@\nowtown.ndak.net 

5/30/2002 Revisions 

Fax: 701 .. 7664253 ... 
Cell Plloaes 701-230-2794 

E-mail: 
oo.com 

E-mail: ihanzal((i:parshall.ndak. net 
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~ NCRWC Project BlslaHs•u ~ 
Prior to 2000 - both Undorwood and Wilton had questioned service by McLean-Sheridan, 

groundwork for McLeln-Sheridan - Phue JV WU underway, Interstate 
Engineerins wu uked to prepare a Preliminary Engineering Report on the 
Project. 

Sprl .. 20N - McLean-Sheridan Phase IV wu Introduced to MR&I per written nodflcation. 

S•••er 2NO - Project presented the MR&I Committee. with statement request for funding 
would be soon forthcoming. 

The Preliminary Enginc,erlng Report was finalit.ed, and presented the McLean­
Sheridan Joint Water Resource Board for reviow and approva1. Shortly thereafter 

P1I 2NO - Preliminary Engineering Report and request f'or funding wu submitted MR&l 

Meetings began with the Citim of Underwood, Wilton, and Benedict 
Public meetinp began with Brush Lake Cabin Owners Auociation 

Spn1112001 - Canvwing beaan. renewed efforts in public -.etinaa throughout the summet~ 
holdings meetinp in Max, 8enodk,t. Butte, Drake. and Anamoose. Many of 
these locations 3 and 4 meetings were held. Meeting with the Cities continued, 

S■■ .. r 2001 - Decision was made was made to extend canvas&ing effort& to include the 
undeveloped territory North and West ofOarri&on. 

P•D 2001 - Numbers indicated need for alternative methods to address the rural needs of the 
Benedict/Max Douglas area. Feasibility was found v«y questionable from 
McLean-Sheridan's end. North Prairie was approached about serving this area. 

Central Plains was contacted about void existing between the two systems and 
working to fill that gap in service territory. 

At this time both North Prairie and C61\trl1 Plains Indicated they would like to 
pursue filling gaps existing on the opposite &ides of thdr .,iystems, and 
discussions ensued on how best to go about that. 

Dee. 2001 .. North Prairie was unable to ettend Flnt Meeting due to problems on the system. 

J1a. 2002 - Second meeting was scheduled North Prairie Rural Water's Office. morning of 
derailment! Rescheduled! 

Jaa. 2002 .. Core group finally all got together to discuss what Direction w~ wanted to go. 
Looked at inviting the Tribes to secure water in outlying areas of questionable 
capacity, 

J1a. 2002 - Meetings with MR&I and USDA .. Rural Development to determine If we could 
pull this off, 

·.' 

7 

'l'ht 1tcr01raJlhfe IIMIH on tht• ft l• art ICCUNtt NPf'otb2t1CN of rtctf'dl dtl twl'td to Modem lnfol'Ntfon tvtt• fo, ■toroff llt"I find 
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Jeb. 2002 • Meeting of all parties intere1ted. 18 - 20 in attendance, Tribea indicated they 
were Interested in Associate Membership only at thi• dme, 

Mar. 2002 .. First official meeting, Consortium Established, met with Legal Counsel requested 
he begin work on Articles of Incorporation. By-Laws. Etc, 

Request wu presented to roU the McLean-Sheridan Phase IV Project Into the 
Consortium Project. Approval was verbally granted. 

April 2802 .. llusiness as usual. 

M•y 2002 • Met with the Bureau of Reclamation; Rural Development. and the State Water 
Commiuion. Everything wu a go, simply had to comply with DOR specs on 
Bnvironrnontal and Cultural review and assessment. 

J111e 2002 • State Water Commission questioned procedures on NCRWC requests for 
amended budget. Back to square onef In meeting with Dale Frink. Dave Koland. 
and Warren Jamison we were essentially told we had to start over. 

Legal opinion offered on our position as requested. 

Review of Language in contained In the New Farm Bill, 

J■ly 2002.. Reports on Benson Rurtl Water Project were supplied us. Portion of the Benson 
Project allocated Central Plains was approved for funding and construction at the 
time of the report. the other two portions were phased. The Portion allocated to 
Central Plains is the only remaining phase not developed. 

Phase IV Preliminary Engineering Report Amended to include Consortium Data. 

Aaa. 2002 - Preliminary Engineering Report presented MR&I and SWC Staff. Response was 
thcte are no funds for construction. and they would not recommend for approval 
a time sensitive study, that would be shelved for S years, and have to be redone. 

Answers to that problem having been off'cted. we were confronted with proposal 
that all potable water project studies be included In our study within the Project 
Area. where any other studies might be present, Cause for thls action was stated 
to prevent MR&I from having to atudy multiple studies to determine which was 
feasible. Likewise it was SU88e&ted that if we were to be considered for funding 
that Ganison Rural Water must involved in the Consortium. 

Sep. 2002" Meeting with ORW, they'll get back to us. Funding is otherwise put on hold. 
Implementation of Political Action Plan. 

Nov. 2002 .. OR W finally submits letter Indicating acceptance of Associate Membership. 

Dee. 2002 • Natural Res~ Committee of the Three Affiliated Tribes offers resolution to 
enter long term working relations with the NCR WC, 

I' ,) 

I 
',' 

8 

' u ed t Modt 1nfoN111ttOt1 t,1t• fof' ■torofH•tno and 
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North Central Rural Water Consortium 

Projected Coats •• of 14-Jan-03 

Completion cl FNllbfltty Study • 80,000 
Cuftural Reeourcet C,__ I • '501000 
PhMe I (Addfflonaf UWI within E)(flting Servkle Areal $ 3,000,000 
PhaNIIAAIII 1 • e.0001000 
PhaN 1H ( Water Treatment EXpanllon) s 2,000,000 
PhaltlVAru2 $ 3,500.000 
PhlNVAtN3 s e,.i4001 ooo 
PhaMVIA,_4 • 2,800,000 

Total $ 23,830,000 

Per the NCRWC Project Timelines that follow, the standard review periods typical of 
the Bureau of Reclamation were ustd in calculation, if the Bureau could be convinced 
to expedite review, timelines on the project could shortened, comiderably, 

It should further be noted that if the Feasibility Study for this project wore funded today, 
through utilization of either State or Federal Funds the Timelines for the project oould be 
moved forward 4 ioonths as well. 
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Month TASK 

for th• a...t Yea, 

start val of North Central Rural W.., COnaortlum FNllbH 

1 
Publlo M 
Initial Loan Finance Coordination Meetl 

2 

3 
BOR ltartl Envlronmtntal Alleament Procesa 
Com e Interim Finance lcationa ~---...1.,,1;...,_;=..;.,;;;_-----------J..------I 

8 

setvlceareas 

7 

8 

9 
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L. The 1torographfc tn11ot1 on thf I f flm •r• 1ocur1t• rtproct.ctfont of recordt de\ fvtred to Modern 1nforwtton IY1tt1111 for Mfcroft\1frt end 
were ff hMd fn th• regular cour11 of butt nt11. Tht photograph I c proe111 111ttt1 1tandlrdt of tht Allltrfctn N1tfonal 1t1ndtNJI Jnatftutt J 
(AHif) for archival Mfcrofflm. NOflCEI If tht filmed 1111191 abovt ft lttt lttlblt than thta Hottct, it ta dut to tht quailtty of tht • . 
docLNnt betno ftlllltd, ~J.. C\. ~ \ /l"L. • Tu 0, N)...Ah~\h~ ~jj) \ ()) o3\Q3 
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11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

18 
25 

28 
27 
28 
31 

forPhaNI 
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Q: Is this a Merger? 
A: No. it is not. Each Member System will m:.am their 
separare Identity. The NCRWC is simply a mo:haaism to 
aca,mplish our respcctivc goals in~ in the most 
feasible manner. We simply feel that we can 
accomplish a great deal mo~ for die sumronding amt 
working coopeurively~ t2lthcr thm competing against each 
other. 

Q: w»aretbc NCRWCmembeR? 
A: Member systems include - Central Pwns Water 
District- Fessenden; North Prairie Rnml Wata - Minot; 
and Mcl.can..sheridan Rmal Water - Turtle Lake. Associ­
ate Members ate - The Three Affiliat:c:d Tribes and Spirit 
Lake Nation. 

Q: What is the role of the Associate Members? 
A: The Associate Members have agreed to sell Member 
System5 Water from tn:atm.cnt plants on the reservation to 
serve CIISlOIDerS outside of the reservati~ rather than 
our having to duplicate these facilities. 

Q: What is the political make up of the NCRWC? 
A: CemraI Plains is a Water Districty North Prairie is a 
Non-~ ancl McLean-Sheridan is govcmcd jointly by 
the Water Resoull:es. Boards of McLean and Sheridan 
Counties. The NCRWC is established as a Non-Profit 
Corporation. 

Q: Who are the Board.Members? 
A: The NCR.WC Board is comprised ofBoani Members 
and Managers of the three member- systems. The respec­
tive B9aids felt. given the complexity of the verrtmc upon 
wbich we were about ro cmhatk that the Managers' 
knowledge of the systems was necessacy. Each system 
also appointed an aitcmate Board Representative and 
By-Lav.-s were established in such fashion so as to allow 
additional member systems. 

Q: \\'bat otha. benefits might be seen? 
A: The three Member Systems have already 
mscustC'd, col'tingency connections to allow anodler 
syste:m to serve portions. of the neighboring system 
during outages. where feasible. Lilcewisc discussion. bas 
been cnt.cnained in respect to sban:d manpower. essen­
tially hiring one employee to work: a given dism"bution 
area. irrespective of which system ·s fiu:ilitics he might be 
,11,orking on in any given day . 

The NCRWC is about cooperating for the benefit of 
those we~ and in that process it's about womng 
together toward more feasible water supply and distn1>u­
tion systems.. It is about filling the emting gaps betwem 
the participating systems and those systems surroundiDJ 
us. It is about prudent management of all available 
funding. ~ it is about setting system boundaries aide 
between member systems to accoq,lisb. these pis 
whenever md wherever ncccssary. 

The NCR.WC will strive to keep costs affordable to our 
users by utifuing existing facilities to the fullest extent 
possible. wherever the needs of those req1lCSting new 
service may benefit from such.. Rather than duplicarc 
production and/or dis1n'bution facilities in a given area. 
the NCRWC will review and assess the existing facilities 
in the area. and use existing member services. or contract 
with non-members to provide those services to our 
customers.. 

This will result in more cost efficient operations. and 
thus a more affordable rate to oar customers.. Likewise it 
will lower the costs of the project overall and afford the 
fanding agencies the most prudent management of 
availabie ftm.ds possi'blc. 

If this means another system serves users signed up by 
a member system. we9re all for it! Be they members of 
the NCR.WC. or not Our goal is to provide service to the 
prospective customer at the most atronfable rate possil>le. 
and at the same time offer the funding agencies the best 
deal for their funding dollar. We are committed to that 
g~ even if it means giving up cooncctions to another 
system. 

We as a group9 feel it is our respollSll>ilify to set the 
standard for the way things should be done in funding 
such projccti in the future. and in that WC will strive. to 
~t an example to all systems in the Great State of 
North Dakota. 

Interstate Engineering, ln1:. 
Engineering - Surveying - Planning 

~()rth Cen. -,') 41 

~u.-al water 
Ct>nsvrtlURI 

A cooperative effort on the 
parts of 

McLean-Sheridan 
Rural Water 

Central Plains 
Water District 

&Id 

North Prairie 
Rural Water 

- Our Mission Statement -

To generally achieve, more 
feasible water supply systems. 

Working cooperatively~ 
to reach the most efficient 

goal in service to our respective 
customers. 

Find us Oil the Web st 
www.ruralwateronlin~.com/SCRWC.hun 

j..;,_,.5-::-~:~.--, ---. ,,. -.-------- -~----~--~----------=-----·--.-~--;,..,,_~._-__,,_,-"l.,,,.....,~., . ......,,.;.,._. _ _,_,~~~r~ .,. -<,..:;..c;)o,;..~•-•----......---•--· -,--~--- ·--~ -· 

, 

;, 

=' 



) 

L 

r_. 
t -1~ ~,. 
I~·------«-........ _, 
sr~l~ -- . i;; ,-g. 

;r -.... --. ... o 
-<;r 
~ ...... 
Jiil 

oc• 
.... o 
~--::7 - --n;r '!Io_ • !; • 
• ~-~ 

==~­nr• Ill -S - . -• -io -.o --~ ;r• • . --· ~~, 

-·1 
!If 1a­~---
f!! ~­,-, 
-g1 ••o -•::z .... 
=•· ---&•< - .. . v ... .... 
-J~ -•-;r_,o 

!a-, 
-0 
;r-
;;,..3 
:a:::;r­o•~ -.-- 0 :,i .. -D-
;;5~ 
--= ••!fl 
►::.i 51 .. --• 0 -g.i~ 
••• t.[ - -.,.. __ 
<~~ 
~~~ -~~1 •• 

L 

~ 
!. 

... ., 
' I 

c"<--~.__,_c_,__,._,,~"!:,,v~:~~ ...;::lJM:: ~d _ 3.;>:~s~~~~-~~;&~-~:.:y.:,;:~.~-#:~~.y~~~--·-;"'.!:';4t--~-;.._',.;'7_.••~,-,,•-:~----..,..~-~ ..... s .-.-- ,-- _,L -· ~---:. - '-'" _, 7 --~· 
p u ... __ ( r"~~~i 

••• -►...,..._' 
:. ... ~,:,.. ·~·.· . ~: . 

... _0_ 

T!::t.: ~onft t...en:tnd Rural Water Coasortium•s inception 
b.:-~r:. m: ~kL,::m-Shc!ridan ·s efforrs toward -phase IV" 
E '-P:lt'~..ion. As in.!1--·;ucl un the map at right. over 200 rural 
c:,,nn ... --..:cior-.s sig:ic-J uµ for Llie Phase [V projecr_ Likewise the 
..:dm.>nunrti--'"'!- of C nd1..·-rwuod. \\"iEton. Anamoose. and Benedict. 
.:,,ni.!l.it~r,:.! !~• '.",.t.:b:-..u:-Sh.-.-ri&n·~ Ph:l....;e EV F"ca,.ibi[ity Study. 

Th.: B.:m,.:d,.:t :.r,:;.r. pr.:s..-nt..:d. a challenge in the proj~r. in that 
.thiwuE-h .:..,er d..::1,-ic:,. \\~-,. :_!U<ld in the imrncliate art!a. link 
::::,~r.:,. ,,::.,. c~~"1:..! m rvur..:c frum th.: source. This resulted in a 
t!......::- .i.:::!~ity vt 3-5 mil..-,. per user. :'.lnd in rum droi.-e user density 
1.m th-.: pr,~i.:.:, ,,..:.:r-.!H I,~ ~- S mik-s per u.-....-r. 

fn :xm:mpring: tv O\ ercomc- this hurdle. McLean-Sheridan 
;::~i:m.r_..::h .. '\i :\:.:•!.th Prairie Rm:tI Water about assuming these 
...:-itL"l.:-:n ... ,n,._ c:.inf chem int<> .:xiscing: ~p Ii~ in the Ma.~ area. 
.-\,.,-:.;.min~ cb: n~\ s...-n. ice lino could be coru.-nucted under 
~kl~-Shent.fan·..;. pm;.:cr grants. ~c.-nh Prairie agreed. North 
Pr-.1ir:e :it,-.., h:iJ plans for e:,;..pansion in the rural Minot area.. and 
\1.h~ th.: m.:m~r:- ti.ltmd ;:h.:re were~ combined ~ith those in the 
B..:r:..:Jict :m::a C :;er Density dropped from 3.5 miles. per user, to 
le,.~ than:-~ mile. And. in tum. by remo,.ing the Benedict area 
from \klt.":m-Shcri<lan • s. projecL density on the remainder of 
Pha.~ l\.- Jr<.1pp1::J ts) t .S mtks p...-r u.-.cr as v.:dl. thus presenting 
.:-..1d~ ..;.ystem with :i more t.:asiblc:: projL"CL McL.:an-Sheridan ·s 
project density was gr<!':lcly enhanced.. and Nor.h Prairie 
~"?Icfiroo from ~nt funds in expansion to the Benedicr area. 

Likewise_ !ook:ing: at the gap in coverage existing between the 
'.\fcl~-Sherirlan and Central Plains ~ cooperative 
efforts were 1.."Ilterrained to fill the gap there under McLean­
Sheridan • s. Phase [\- ProjecL Again. discussions ensued 
~n\;een the :;ysrem managers to determine Central Plains 
needs. and C enrral Plains indicated their needs were tar more 
ex.ten,."ive. that they would like to de'l:e[op the remaining porticn: 
vfthl! former Benson Rural W:uer Project. sen.mg roughly 150 
n.T.tl h.Jmo. and the City of Minnewauken. [t was suggested in 
chis meeting. that the- 3 s:,. 'Stems work together and seek funding 
as one large project. 

ln iliac Xoah Prairie- and C~I Plains needs were very real. 
and exh,ed primarily ou~ide of what would be considered 
plausilile as a pan of the Mclean-Sheridan Phase N Project,. 
the Consortium concept afforded a means too address the other 
s~"!>•¢mS. needs. Oiscu»illns continued between the system 
marut~ and the concept was presented the respective Boards.. 
Each Beard feit i! in their ~"tem ·s best int~ to participate. 

There remained however. sot~ territocy on the outer pcrimc­
:as of the combinl!d distribution area. where providing service 
w~ld be ditlicult. In \.'1<!:\'--ing a ... "3ilable resources,. the Fort 
Berthold and Sprit Lake wata- systems appeared to provide the 
simpfesc options in securing sen.ice for those customers. 
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Find us on the Web at: 
lt was thus decided. to approach the Tn"bcs about the 

Consortium efforts. In discussions with the T riba1 Entities. both 
indicated that because their funding came from a separate pool. 
full membership was likely not of benefit to them. Both were 
however. very much interested in potential s:ales outside of the 
rescrvari0Il5 and agreed to sell water to the Consortium 
Members. to serve the areas in question. In wishing to remain 
informed of all happenings on the NCRWC. for planning of their 
own proj~ the tribes requested Associate Membership. 

Oivcisity in governance of the three mcmbc:r systems 
presented a minor challenge. and Non-Profit siatus was 
dictated as our only means of combining the three agencies. The 
NCRWC was certified a ND Non-Profit Corporati~ by the 
Scaetary ofState•s Office. April 29. 2002. 

m.ruratwateronr111e.am'NCRWC.htm 
In summanzmg what we ~ to accomplish. th,e 

communities of Gr.mville. Karlsruhe.. ~ and Selz 
each face violation of the new Arsenic simdard. 
Wilton bas an aging ttcanncnt plant. in need of maj« 
renovation. while surface ""~ bas eocroachcd upon their 
wcllficl<L rendering part of their wells unusable at this time-. 
And. Underwood faces loss of their wua- supply to coal 
mining activities of the FaJkirk ~ in the very near 
future. The NCRWC ~cct will address the needs of each of 
these comrnuniti~ and we anricipale. provide service to 60lr­
rural households du:ougbout 7 counties in Ccnml Na1h 
Dabu. The members' distributim systems will cow:r 
approximately 10% of the entire scate of ND. The NCR.WC is 
the way of the future; in devdopiDg and sharing our~ 
tCSpOIISlDly. 
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TNtllllOIIJ on1 IICR NO. 4037 
Hearlftl Datel March 27, 200,, 
lly: DOUGLAS N■IIIAU■III, UECUTIVI! DIRl!CTOR 

8011TH C■NTRAL UOIONAL WAT■R DISTRICT 

TIie concept of South C•ntral ... lonlll Water .,..._ wu 
clenlop•d to tulflll a -I In the South Central Regional Water 
District'• s11■-.1c Plan. Goal one of the plan la to •Develop and 
Implement • systeln expanalon plan to ••rN tlNt unmet water 
n••d• of the countlee In South Central North Dakota•. 

A F .. alblllty Study has ll••n completed for thtt South Central 
Regional Water a,.tem Project and an appllclltlon hu ••­
aulNnltted to the Munlclpal, Rur■I & lnduatrlal (IIR&I) water 
Npply PN9ram for a 70% ■l'llnt and we wlll be applylna for loan 
to conatruct the -,.tent thnN19h USDA RUS and EPA for 30% of 
the project cost. As you may know, the federal Ofllce of lluclget 
& ■•-•ment Is carNntly scrutinizing funding of rural water 
pn,Jecta thflNltlh the llu,..u of Recla11111tlon. ,,..,_ Is an active 
campa'9n In four •tat.a hoping to convince the federal 
government to ,..toNcl mo-, In the federal budget for rural 
water pNjecte In 20CM and beyoncl. 

The South Central ... lon■I Water ~ wlll provide an 
atlonlable, hltlh quallty and reliable water to the existing 30N 
fannalrural llouNbold• In 8urlellh Count,, to owr 1800 new rural 
custotneN and ten (10) munlclpal,.... that macle appllcatlon for 
NrVlce In the flvtt county • .,.. consisting of Burt.'9h, Em1110119t 
•llolntoah, Lo■•• and Kidder CountlN. The munlclpalltlN that 
have tiNt pot.ntlal to receive bulk water throu1h this project are 
Amley, Brlldcloclc, H .. N, H-lton, Llntwl, Napoleon, 8trubu111, 
Venturia, WIiton and Wlahelr. 

Tht 111tcro,raphfc f1111r,ta on thf• ffl1111rt accu,1tt reproducttont of recordt dtlfvtred to Modtrn 1nfortMtlon tvst• for 111tcrofH1tno and 
wert ff lllltd fn tht re1ul1r cour11 of bultne11. The photographic proc111 Mtttt ttendardl of the Alnerf cen N1tf onal ltandfirdl Jnttftutt J 
(ANl1) for 1rchfY1l ~fcrofftm. NOTICE1 If the filmed tmep above f1 ltll lttlblt than thft Mottet, ft ft dut to tht quality of tht , 
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The proJeot hu the promlN to help atllnulat.t arawth and 
NOIIOllllc .,,_lop,nent In 8outll Central North Dakota, ■n area 
that .. CUfflllltly battling • ..,,.,. dNU1ht that ha depleted 
...... NUNN In 111any ■rNla. Thia project wlU .. the auwer to 
■PA'• concern for al'Nlllo In OOlllfflUnlty water uppl... that 
Include the cltN of atruburw, Tappen, Pettibone, Medina,. and 
other aNu that ... ,,. Anenlo levels that exoe•d CUrNllt IPA 
atalldanla. It la appanNlt; thl• entlN area n■•d• a N111edy to the 
CUfflNlt water tdlort■- and qullty proble111t1 In their ounwnt 
· ground water auppllN. 

Fundl111 through the federal ... lal■tlon of the Dakota Water 
Rnoun=e Act of 2000 la crltlcal and Is needed now to start 
construction on South Central Retllon■I Water and the North 
Central Water Consortium Project&. Without federal funding 
through the MR&I grant Pl"Olram, we wlll fall In our mlaalon to 
m■■t the unmet water needs In tltl• •re■ of North Dakota which 
wlll provide N9lon■I w■t.r to ■bout one-third of the state from 
61e■e two pro,lecta. 

For record South Central Reglonal Water District (formerly 
Burlelgh Water UNra Cooper■tln) la a a.,._ Htabllahed ,..1ona1 
water .,.._. that hu • very aucceuful hl■tory In conatruot1n1 
an excellent ntllMle water da.trlbutlon •Ptem In aplte of funding 
constraints. We ant •xtremely proud of our experienced staff 
and .. tabllahecl track NtCOl'CI supplying hlah quality, affordable 
water to the ext.ting nine bulk uNrS and more th■n 2800 rural 
fannalhouNhold• In Burleigh County. We want to extend this 
valuab.. rNOurce to th• remainder of So•th Central North 
Dakota. 

The upport e...,...... In SCR No • .037 wlll be a grut awt to 
help petWU■cle the federal ■1enc1N to continue funding rural 
water proJecte through the IIR&I water Npply pn,gram for North 
Central Water Conaortlum & South Central R .. lon•I Water 
proJeota. 
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Testimony befot·c the House Natural Resources Committee on SCR 4037 

March 27, 2003 

Mr. Chainnan, members of the House Natural Resources Committee, my name is 

Daniel Rouse. Many of you know me in my capacity as Legal Counsel to the State Tax 

Commissioner. However, today, I am here before you (on a break) in my capacity as a 

rural Bismarck resident, and as Vice President of the Board of Directors of the South 

Central Regional Water District, formerly known as 'the Burleigh Water Users 

Cooperative. ~e South Central Regional Water District is one of the two entities 

covered by this resolution and whose continued and expanded delivery of good, clean 

water is vital to the future of North Dakota. I ask for your support of SCR 4037. 

I am fortunate to be a member of a forward~thinking water district which has 

recently completed a 1ong .. range business plan for growth within south central North 

Dakot.a, One of the major focus areas of our business plan was to identify and ensure that 

communities in the south central region of North Dakota - which we could realistically 

service - were given the same opportunities for safe, clean drinking water that others 

within the rural Bismarck area we presently serviced were enjoying. We see this 

initiative as necessary for those citizens to maintain their lives, families, and legacies in 

the many farms and communities that are now a.t ir,creasing risk of personal harm due to, 

among other factors, the high arsenic levels. We also saw this as an excellent tool for 

economic development - both in terms of the project necessary to get the water to the 

people as well as in the value-added benefit those communities would enjoy from the 

delivery of safe drinking water for personal and business use. 
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n However, we arc not there yet. We need the support of this legislative body, the 

executive branch of our state government, and the federal government in order to deliver 

the water those communities need. 

As an aside, I am also a reserve judge advocate in the United States Air Force, 

While I function mostly as a preliminary judge, my military travels and training have 

nevertheless reinforced my growing awareness of the increasing global dominance of the 

issue of potable water. In the future, it wm not be unheard of for countries to more 

aggressively compete for, and quite possibly go to war over, access to safe, drinkable 

water. While I do not anticipate North Dakota going to war with Canada, Montana, or 

even South Dakota over water rights, my point is that potable water will only increase its 

role globalJy as a major factor influencing the quality of life for those who benefit from 

its access. Our efforts within the South Central Regional Water District are directed 

toward assuring that resource is made aviilable to our citizens. 

Mr. Chainnan, members of the House Natural Resources Ccmmittee, I strongly 

urge you to support SCR 4037. This resolution is a step toward improved quality of life 

for North Dakotanst increased economic development, and an investment in our future. I 

would be happy to respond to any questions. Thank you. 
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SCR4037 
Testirmny of Rocky Thomas 

Natw-al Resources Committee Hearing 
3/27/03 

Mr. Chairman. members of the Natural Resources Committee, my name fs Rocky Thomas; I am 
manager of the McLean-Sheridan Rural Water System and I serve u Secretarytrreasurer of tho 
North Central Rural Water Consortium Board. I am here today to speak on the NCRWC's behalf. 
and request your support for Senate Concurrent Resolution 4037, 

From its meager beginning as expansion of tho McLean-Sheridan system. the NCR WC project 
ha, grown to encompass expansion of 3 existing rural water systems in central ND. When 
developed this project will till the gaps in service areas from Wilton to Carpio, to Churches Ferry 
and to Carrington. The NCR WC project will address Arsenic problems in the communities of 
Granville, Karlsruhe, Anamoose, and Selz. We wilt assist in serving the needs of Pick City, 
Sakakawea State Park, the Corps of Engineers and the Garrison Dam Fish Hatchery, in meeting 
surface water regulations and replace Underwood's water supply which will be IO$t to adjacent 
mining activities, acting u a wheeling agent for the City of Riverdale. When completed the 
project will provide potable water to an estimated 700 rural homes, farmsteads, and businesses 
throughout the area, in addition to those currently served by the three systems, 

The NCR WC project is unique in many respects in tho State of ND. It is to our knowledge tho 
first fully organized cooperative effort to fill gaps between existing systems. It is the tirst project 
to consider setting system boundaries aside, and utilize existing Infrastructure to it's fullest 
potential, for the benefit of the customer. And, according to Tribal Council it is the first organized 
effort to seek long term working relations with the Three Affiliated Tribes. 

The Consortium Project has many worthy aspects, however funding has presented a monumental 
hurdle to date. While the project was initially coming together as McLean-Sheridan Phase IV, the 
Dakota Water Resources Act wu approved, and the outlook for this project, like many others, 
was very good. As you are all no doubt aware, the tragic events of September 11 Iii, 2003, curtailed 
much funding at a federal level, MR&I funds for such projects; the Dakota Water resources Act, 
were amongst those hit. 

The NCR WC persisted in our effort to move forwar~ utilizing this delay to regroup and 
strengthen our position. We have come a long way ln a very short time. Again however, wo are 
confronted with bleak news in respect to funding; recent news of Bureau of Reclamation funding 
for the MR&I program being cut, places this project in great jeopardy. We feel the project may 
ultimately be forced to seeking direct appropriations from the feder.11 government, and should that 
come pass, we will no doubt need your vote of support on the state level. 

Recognizing similar needs and a similar position in our neighbor's part to the south. SCR 4037 
was drafted to lend your needed support, to the South Central project as well. Your vote in 
support of this resolution will simply state that you believe the residents of Central North Dakota 
are entitled to safe clean drinking water, and the better way of life afforded in having such. As a 
matter of record the counties served by these two projects include,: Ward, McHenry, Pierce, 
Benson, Wells, Sheridan, McLean, Burleigh. Logan, Emmons, Kidder, McIntosh. and portions of 
Eddy, and Foster. 

In closing Gentlemen, I urge you to review the inf()rmatlon you have received In handout, therein 
you will find our website address, where you wilt find a great deal more information regarding 
our project. 
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