MICROFILM DIVIDER

OMB/RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
SFN 2053 (2/85) SM
At

$

ROLI NUMBER

DESCRIPTION



2007 HOUSE EDUCATION

HB 1370



2007 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Bill/Resolution No. HB 1370
House Education Committee
[] Check here for Conference Committee
Hearing Date: 30 January 2007

Recorder Job Number: 2264 and 2294

/
Committee Clerk Signature M
v

Minutes

Chairman Kelsch opened the hearing of HB 1370.

Representative Don Vigessa, District 23, introduced the bill. This bill asks for
appropriations to provide grants to school districts for after school learning programs.

Dale Patrick, assistant director, DPI, testified in favor of the bill. (Testimony Attached.)
Representative Hunskor: Are the folks responsibie for the after school program part of the
staff of that particular school? If they are helping with chemistry, are they chemistry teachers?
Are they qualified under NCLB?

Patrick: One of the requirements of the grant and as grant manager | required our schools to
attempt to hire licensed teachers in almost all cases. |If they are unable to do so, they must be
under the direct supervision of a licensed school teacher.

Representative Mueller: On page 3 you say that 85% offer high quality services in core
academic services. 85% is good, but 100% is better. Can you explain why there are some
that are not up to speed?

Patrick: They are all up to speed. It just happens to be what mix they have. They may have

more recreational activities. A typical day would be right after school is out then they would

probably have a snack and then go to breakout sessions, some go to science, reading, etc.

They also get homework help. So it's a mix.
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Chairman Kelsch: The $5.0 million is that what we are receiving. Why another $5.0 million.
Patrick: | can't answer that for the bill sponsors. We currently receive $5.0 million annually
from the federal government and the amount asked for in this bill is for the biennium.

Solberg: When will those federal grants no longer be available?

Patrick: It is not anticipated they will go away. This is one of the federal programs that has a
positive outlook. It is considered to be one of those successful programs on the federal level
and so has not suffered any cuts.

Senator Curtis Olafson, District 10, testified in favor of the bill. | agreed to sign on as a
cosponsor. I'm normally pretty tight fisted when it comes to spending the taxpayer's money,
but | think this is a great investment in our future. This program is a great investment in the
future of our children and | encourage your support.

Representative Kari Conrad, District 3, testified in favor of the bill. | wantto geta
perspective from all the experts here as to how kids achieve and what they learn. As a
parent, this is important to me that my daughter has a place where she is a very important
person. We have a lot of working families in our area because of this program they have the
security that their kids are well taken care of.

J. Leininger, project director East Central Educational Consortium, testified in favor of the
bill. (Testimony Attached.) He included a letter of support from Beth Stokka, project
coordinator. (Attached.)

Representative Hunskor: |s there any accommodation for students participating in extra
curricular activities or sports or music whose teachers require then to be at practice?
Leininger: There is accommodation for extra tutoring. We have not had a lot of call for those

who are in extracurricular activities?

Representative Hanson: [f you keep these kids until 8 p.m., do you provide transportation

home? Can part of this money be used for transportation?




Page 3

House Education Committee

Bill/Resolution No HB 1370

Hearing Date: 30 Jan 07

Leininger: In most cases there is a shuttle bus. We try to coordinate with the bus returning
the athletes home. We ask the school districts to provide the transportation.

Chairman Kelsch: Do parents participate by paying fees?

Leininger: Yes, there is afee. If a student is free or reduced lunch, the fee is accordingly.

In our situation, the family maximum is $80 for full pay.

Representative Mueller: Who are the folks that provide this program? Are they community
members? Staff members? How do you fill those positions and what are the qualifications of
the people that do this.

Leininger: All of our teachers are certified ND teachers. Over 90% are regular classroom
teachers. Some teach every night. We ask them to rotate.

Vice Chairman Meier: How many teachers do you have for how many students?

Leininger: We try to keep it at 1 to 10.

Representative Herbel: What kind of financial arrangement do you have with the teachers
that work in this program?

Leininger: The receive $18 per hour. They are still with the retirement program. We utilize
for aides, high school students that qualify for AmeriCore where they earn money for their
college education and a stipend.

Representative Mueller: Do you coordinate or work with the JPAs at all?

Leininger: In some areas of the state the grant goes through the JPA—in Williston and
Dickinson that happens. In the future | see the coordination and grants going through the
JPAs.

Lorna Bannister, elementary school principal, Minot, testified in favor of the bill. When we
heard of the possibility of funding for before after school programs, we jumped at the chance.
We believed that we could set and run successfully a quality program to accomplish iocally all

that congress sought to achieve in establishing the program. This allowed rural and urban
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schools, or a combination thereof, activities which benefit the education health, social,
economic, cultural, and recreational needs of the communities they serve. This community
learning center provide a safe and drug free, supervised, and cost effective haven to children
and their families. We service 479 children in 5 sites in Minot. We are not a day care center,
but we fulfill that need.

Representative Herbel: |f the legislature chose not to fund this issue, what would happen to
your program?

Bannister: It would become very costly and the children we serve will be limited to those
children who could pay a large fee.

Chairman Kelsch: You could still receive the federal grant funding?

Bannister: Yes, we are on our second cycle, but last year it was cut 10%. This year |
understand it will remain at the same funding level. As the program grows, you have to hire
more staff.

Representative Hunskor: You talk about students improving academically and yet you are
talking about the social aspect of what goes on too. Do you have an idea of what percent of
time is spent academically versus socially?

Bannister: | think we are doing academics all the time. Children walk through the lunch line;
they’re punching in their numbers. We are learning social lessons all the time too.

Macy Erickson, fourth grade student, Hope ND, testified in favor of the bill. She told the
Committee of the activities at their learning center and the improvement in math and other
subjects since she is participating in the center.

Karen Alm, the after-school coordinator for four school districts in the East Central
Dakota Consortium, testified in favor of the bill. (Testimony Attached.)

Representative Hunskor: What percentage of the school population participates in your

program?
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Alm: We have 1/3 or better that participate in the after school programs.

Clyde Naas, director of the Standing Rock Night Lights Program, testified in favor of the
bill. {Testimony Attached.)

Mark Sondag, project coordinator, Standing Rock Night Lights Program, testified in favor
of the bill. {(Testimony Attached.)

Beth Stukka, coordinator, East Central Dakota Educational Consortium, introduced two
friends to talk about the after school program.

Taylor Zimprich, fourth grader from Cooperstown. My daddy is a farmer and my mother
teaches school. I've been in the after school program since | was in kindergarten. | have also
been in the summer program each year. There is no good quality day care in my community
and without the after school program | would have to wait in my mom's office for two or three
hours each day and keep myself busy until she is done with work. Even if my dad works in the
yard and | was at home, | would have to keep busy by myself as he would be working outside.
I have time to do my homework and get help if | need it. | can do art, science, and cooking in
the afternoon program.

Christine Berge, grade five, at Biggs County Central School in Cooperstown. | would like
you to pass the bill for the after school program. The after school club is so much fun. On
Mondays we do art, on Tuesdays we do Science, Wednesdays we do cooking and Math,
Thursdays we do Language Arts and Fridays we go on field trips. Aiso we get help doing our
homework. | really like family night. The after school program is great for working parents like
my mom. So please pass this bill so alil kids can go to after school clubs like ours.

Marc Bluestone, superintendent of the New Town Public School District, testified in favor
of the bill. (Testimony Attached.)

Caesar Alverez, sophomore in the Northern Lights After School Program, testified in

favor of the bill. | am here to speak on behalf of my peer involved in the after school program.
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The programs are very beneficial programs and are critical to the success of our overall

education. The funding is especially needed in rural areas especially the Reservations. A
few examples of the programs are, The Native Youth Council, and Native Empowerment Youth
Council. it has representatives from all five towns we have. We work together and find ways
to get youth involved in these programs. We have incentives for the youth. I've been involved
all through my school years.

Kathy Truax, parent, spoke briefly on behalf of the bill. She told the Committee that the
tutoring programs to help with homework were of great benefit to children.

Catlin McDonald, appearing on behalf of the State Association of the Non Public
Schools, testified in favor of the bill. (Testimony Attached.) She proposed an amendment to
insert non public schools in to the bill.

Lori Zahradka, project director for the North Valley Extended School Project, testified in
favor of the bill. {Testimony Attached.)

Lodee Arnold, project director for the 21% Century Community Learning Centers,
testified in favor of the bill. (Testimony Attached.)

Sheyenne Vandal, 2" grade student, who attends the Bismarck CLC, told the Committee
how much she enjoyed the Kids Club after school program. If she could not attend Kids Clubs
she did not know what she would do at home alone each day as mother works.

Nathanial Wells, student, who attends the Bismarck CLC, also told the Committee how
much he enjoys Kids Club.

Amy Clemons, coordinator for the Extended School Program at Riverside Elementary,
testified in favor of the bili. (Testimony Attached.)

Suzie Odegaard, site coordinate at Mary Stark Elementary School in Mandan, testified in

| . favor of the bill. (Testimony Attached.)
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. Michelle Effertz, site coordinator for the Extended School Program at Rooseveit
Elementary School in Mandan, testified in favor of the bill (Testimony Attached.)
Cody Carik, site coordinator at Custer Elementary School, testified in favor of the bill.
(Testimony Attached.)
Due to a lack of time the following people did not testified but submitted testimony:
David Richter, coordinator of the Great Northwest Education Cooperative.
Kay Barker, St. Thomas Public School. Testimony included letters of support and survey
results.
A packet of Support Resolutions is included.

Two packets of Letters of Support are included.

There was no opposing testimony.

. Hearing Closed:

At a later time on the same day, the Committee discussed HB.

Chairman Kelsch: There is more testimony in the box behind this table.

Representative Herbel: For purposes of discussion | move a Do Not Pass.
Representative Karls: | second.

Representative Herbel: This is a great program. If we don't fund it, will it go away? |do
believe they will continue them.

Representative Haas: It has gone away for some parents who can no longer afford it.
Representative Herbel: Is there some kind of guideline they have to follow as regards to
need.

Chairman Kelsch: Dale Patrick, DPI, said the $.48.5 million will remain the same after it was

. cut from $5.0 million two years ago. | was impressed with the increased proficiency of the
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. test. Data is very convincing. My biggest reservation is the felling | got that this is an after
school day care. That does not sit well with me.
Representative Herbel: | would hate to see the program go away. If it gets in jeopardy, we
need to step to the plate. It is not as dire as some of the funding needs we have.
Representative Mueller: We have a responsibility to be fiscally responsible. We complain
that the Appropriations people sometimes make policy. Maybe we should just let them
determine if this is a good thing or not. If it comes out of this committee with a Do Not Pass,
it's a pretty done deal over there; we took care of their job for them. We heard a lot of good
things and I'm not sure it's our decision to decide if we have the money. |I'm going to support
the bill because those other folks will take care of deciding if we have the money.
Representative Solberg: We heard some very compelling testimony in favor. It was
. mentioned several times that the fees had gone up drastically for the folks that couldn't afford it
and therefore the attendance went way down. | agree that we need to send this out with a Do
Pass and if Appropriations thinks it's too much money, at least we made an effort as the
Education Committee to help these kids that are behind in their studies and give them
encouragement and maybe help them so we wouldn’t be putting them in jait later in life which
costs a lot of money. Maybe we should compare the cost of education to the cost of
ignorance.
Representative Wall: | have reservations about the bill but one of the positive things | heard
today and the things I'm seeing in my own district, the after school learning programs do have
a positive impact. | think these people have done an excellent job, and | would like to see
something positive happen here even if we amend a reduction to the $5.0 million. | am

concerned that some of it is just day care, but the average daily progress that came in and the

. proficiencies vastly improved, | think it's a good gamble.
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Representative Haas: The thing that struck me was the mother who was looking for a math
tutor and found one in the after school program. Would she have found a tutor if that program
hadn’t been there? Perhaps she would have but it was certainly the most convenient and
effective way to do so. It helped the son immensely. Where else is that going to happen? |
think Representative Wall had some excelient comments. We know that we have a billion
dollars in requests than we have in budget. That's a lot of money to pare out of requests. s
the fiscally responsible thing for us to do is to think about what might be realistically
appropriated for the bill. Instead of $5.0 mil maybe it should be $1.0 mil. [ don't know.
Representative Hanson: We need to get this bill out of here but | think it's going to have a
rough time in Appropriations.

Chairman Kelsch: The way it is currently written, | would have to support a do not pass. |
could go down to $1.0 million. I'm being realistic. While every one thinks we have a ton of
money and every one has their way to spend it, there needs to be priorities. If we as an
Education Committee believe that this is a priority, then let us be responsible in saying what is
a good sum to put in there and that we truly believe would worth while and would still help
given the fact that they do receive federal funding. We can put in here a local match or not.
Let's send it out with a chance of survival.

The Committee asked for Dale Patrick, DPI, to join them to clarify some issues.
Representative Hanson: | make a motion to Amend HB 1370 in line 4, change $5.0
million to $1.0 million.

Representative Haas: | second.

Representative Herbel: | Withdraw my motion to Do Not Pass.

Representative Karls: | withdraw my Second.

Chairman Kelsch: We have a motion to amend; we will take a voice vote.

The amendment was accepted by the Committee.
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Representative Haas: | move Do Pass as Amended and rerefer to Appropriations.

Representative Hanson: | Second.
A roll call vote was taken: Yea: 12, Nay: 1, Absent: 0

Representative Solberg will carry the bill.
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Minutes:

Chm. Svedjen called the meeting to order to take up HB 1370, a bill relating to appropriations
for afterschool learning program grants, by calling on Rep. Raeann Kelsch, District 34.

Rep. Kelsch: This bill originally provided $5m to afterschool learning programs and was
amended to #1m. | recommend a Do Not Pass on this bill. Currently the federal fund is $4.8m
annually and funds 14 grants across the state in which 70 schools are participating. Because
the federal funding is still there and has stayed the same, we should look at this during the
interim and further study the needs.

Rep. Williams moved a Do Not Pass to HB 1370. Rep. Kempenich seconded the motion.

The Do Not Pass motion carried by a roll call vote of 24 yeas, 0 nay, 0 absent. Rep.

Kelsch will be the carrier of the hill.
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TESTIMONY ON HB 1370
HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 30, 2007
By Dale Patrick, Assistant Director
328-1644
Department of Public Instruction

Chairperson Kelsch, Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to address your committee,
My name is Dale Patrick representing the Department of Public Instruction

in support of House Bill 1370. I manage the 21® Century Community
Learning Centers Grant (21 CCLC) program funded by the US Department
of Education. This program is sometimes referred to as the Before and After
School Program. The State of North Dakota currently receives $4.85 million
annually and funds 14 grants across the state in which 70 School Districts

participate.

Authorized under Title IV, Part B, of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001, the law’s specific purposes are to: (1) provide opportunities for
academic enrichment, including providing tutorial services for students
(students in high-poverty areas and those who attend low-performing

schools as determined on the State Assessment) to meet State and local



student performance standards in core academic subjects such as reading,
mathematics, and science; (2) offer students a broad array of additional
services, programs, and activities, programs, and activities, such as youth
development activities, drug and violence prevention programs, counseling
programs, art music, and recreation programs, technology education
programs, and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce
and complement the regular academic program of participating students; and
(3) offer families of students served by the community learning centers

opportunities for literacy and related educational development.

Objectives identified by the Department of Public Instruction in the

performance indicators when the grant was awarded to the State are:

1.1 Achievement. Students regularly participating in the program will
show continuous improvement in achievement through measures such
as test scores, grades, and/or teacher reports.

1.2 Behavior. Students participating in the program will show
improvements on measures such as schoo! attendance, classroom

performance, and decreased disciplinary actions or other adverse

behaviors.




2.1 Core educational services. More than §5% of Centers will offer
. high quality services in core academic areas, e.g. reading and literacy,
mathematics, and science.
2.2 Enrichment and support activities. More than 85% of Centers
will offer enrichment and support activities such as nutrition and
health, art, music, technology, and recreation.
2.3 Community invelvement. All centers will establish and maintain
partnerships within the community that continue to increase levels of
community collaboration in planning, implementing, and sustaining
programs.
. 2.4 Services to families of eligible students. More than 85% of
Centers will offer services to families of eligible students.
2.5 Extended hours. More than 75% of Centers will offer services at
least 15 hours a week on average and provide services when school is
not in session, such as during the summer and holidays.
3.1 High-need communities. More than 80% of Centers serve

students that attend schools that are in need of improvement.

The Department of Public Instruction requires that at least 70% of the funds

be used for academics, specifically reading, math, and science.




Grantees are required to have a Sustainability plan on file with the
Department. Some components of the sustainability plans include a sliding
fee schedule with no student being denied access to the program based upon
ability to pay or other local funding sources such as actual cash allocations
out of the local district budget, transportation costs, and staff to name a few

of those sources.

Grants are geographically distributed throughout the State with the south-
central part of the state being the exception. There are no dollars available
to allow expansion into any other school districts with the current funding
allotment. The current grants are slated to end June 30, 2008, at which time
there would be a competition to distribute new funding to those grantees
chosen from the applications submitted at that time. Grants can be awarded
for any period of 3-5 years. Grants must be awarded to those schools that

are identified as high-poverty or schools that are low-performing.

Attached to this testimony is data from several schools that currently
participate in 21 CCLC programming. The first is a comparison from an

elementary school in Mandan, ND using the North West Evaluation



Association (NWEA) Measurement of Academic Progress (MAP) scores
from fall of 2005 to spring of 2006. These scores are for the same class of
students for both math and reading in grades 3, 4, and 5. It is worth to
noting that in almost all cases, the gain for those students attending 21

CCLC is higher than the gain for those students not attending.

Pages 7-12 list several schools from across the State that are participating in
the program and compares State Assessment scores of those students that
participate in the program with students from the same school that do not
participate in the program. It should be noted that in most cases, students

that participate in the 21 CCLC program score more often at the proficient or
advanced level than those students that do not participate in the program.

This seems to be true for both reading and math.

Your favorable consideration of this funding request would allow many

more students to participate in extended learning opportunities and promote

enhanced academic achievement.



Fall *05 Fall *05 Spring '06 | Spring "06 | Fall "06 Fall "06 (+or-)
Math Reading Math Reading Math Reading

3rd ESP 181 173.8 192.2 184.6 193 187

3 rest 185 173.6 190.4 183.3 190.1 183,92

4" ESP 190.5 185.25 201.75 198.25 203.5 205.5

4™ Rest 189.5 18].86 201.25 195 202.125 200.6

5" ESP 201.25 19925 209.75 202.75 209.25 203.25

57 Rest 202 195.8 211.35 205 208.69 204.125

3 grade reading table fall '03- fall '06

ESP 173.8 184.6 187 13.7 increase
Rest 173.6 183.3 183.92 10.32 increase
3 grade math table fall "03- fall ‘06

ESP 1§81 192.2 193 12 increase
Rest 185 190.4 190,1 5.1 increase
4" grade reading table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 185.25 198.25 205.5 20,235 increase
Rest 181.86 195 200.6 18.14 increase
4™ grade math table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 190.5 201.75 203.5 13 increase
Rest 189.5 201.25 202.125 12.625 increase
5" grade reading table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 199.25 202.75 203.25 4 increase
Rest 195.8 205 204,125 8.325 increase
5™ grade math table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 201.25 208.75 209.25 8 increase
Rest 202 211.33 208.69 6.69 increase
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Testimony of John Leininger, Project Director
East Central Dakota Educational Consortium
' House Bill 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room

January 30, 2007

_Chairﬁerson Kelsch and members of the House Education Committee, I am John
Leininger, the Project Director for the East Central Dakota Educational
Consortium consisting of the following school districts: Hope-Page, Finley-Sharon,
Griggs Co. Central, Midkota, North Central of Barnes, Kensal, Carrington and New
Rockford-Sheyenne. 1 am here today in support of HB 1370, which provides

funding for after-school programs in North Dakota.

The above named schools have more than 300 K-6 students participating in after-

school programs. The students who regularly attend the after-school programs
have demonstrated significant advancement in the academic areas of math, science
and reading. The additional homework assistance they receive after school is the
top positive comment received from the parents. The after-school programs also
provide a safe environment and a structured schedule for the participating students

from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. five days a week.

Another 100 plus students in grades 7-12 have taken advantage of the homework
assistance that is available at several of our sites through their respective breakfast
club or extended library hours. Quoting from one of our high school principals:

“We have never experienced such a small number of students receiving deficiency




grades as we have since the after-school program started providing tutoring and

homework help.”

Currently, there are 70 schools in North Dakota providing after-school programs
that are financed through the $4.8 million provided annually by the Federal
government. The Federal dollars have been decreasing annually, which leaves our
program schools wondering if they will have a program each ensuing year. These
dollars are administered and distributed through the ND Department of Public
Instruction. In the 70 participating schools, more than 8,500 students are involved
in the after-school programs. If HB 1370 were enacted and funded, an additionai
5,000 students could have access to after-school programs in North Dakota,

providing the Federal dollars continue to be appropriated.

Resolutions of support for after-school program funding have been adopted by the
North Dakota School Boards Association, the ND Council of Education Leaders, ND

Farmers Union and more than 40 school boards across the state.

On behalf of all students in the state of North Dakota, I urge your support and

passage of HB 1370, which will provide $2.5 million annually over the next two

years.




East Central Dakota Educational Consortium
21st Century Community Learning Centers

Testimony of Beth Stokka, Project Coordinator

Bismarck/Mandan House Bill 1370 Pioneer Room

Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2007

Chairperson Kelsch and Members of the House Education Committee, | am Beth Stokka. | have
been the Griggs County Coordinator of the 21% Century Community Leaming Center After-School
Program since it started in the fall of 2000. We have served a lot of families and students in the
school districts in our consortium. Currently, we are serving over 300 students at the after-school
programs at 8 different school districts in our consortium. | supervise 4 of these sites. A majority of
our after-school students qualify for free and reduced lunch programs. | am here to show my

. support for House Bill 1370, which would provide funding for after-schocl programs.
Our 21st CCLC Program has made a very positive impact on the families involved.

1. Children have a safe, constructive place to go after school. Many of these students would
be going home to an empty house until their parents come home from work. They would be going
home to an unsupervised house. This time after school is the prime time for many students to get

involved in negative activities.

2. Students receive one-on-one help with homework. One of our main objectives is

to make sure our students get their homework done, and done well. We supervise the

. students working in groups and give one-on-one help to those who need it. Many students




January 29, 2007

would not get any help with their homework if they did not attend the “After-School”
Program. Teachers often encourage parents to enroll their children in our program if they
are struggling in the classroom. The teachers and parents appreciate the extra help their

students receive.

3. Students are involved in enriching academic activities. Our staff of certified
teachers and enthusiastic aides keeps kids busy after school with a wide variety of
activities. We emphasize math, science, and language arts and many other hands on
learning experiences that give kids reinforcement in their core academic areas. We base
our activities on the ND Standards. At least 70% of our time must be spent on academics.
We compare our student's grades and test scores to see if our program is making a
positive influence in their lives. Even our summer program gives kids a chance to work on
their math and reading skills. We also encourage creativity with our Market Piace for Kids

Summer Program.
QOur program would be greatly missed in our community if it were to be eliminated. We
hope that you will see the value of quality after-school programs and how they impact

each and every community-rurat and urban- that they serve. | strongly emphasize a “Do

Pass” on HB 1370 to give all school age children in North Dakota the chance to succeed.

Elizabeth Stokka

Griggs County 21% CCLC Coordinator



Testimony of Karen Alm, After-School Coordinator
East Central Dakota Consortium
House Bill 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room
January 30, 2007

Chairperson Kelsch and members of the committee, 1 am Karen Alm, the
After-School coordinator for four school districts within our East Central
Dakota Consortium. I oversee the following schools: Hope-Page, Finley-
Sharon, Carrington, and New Rockford. I am here today in support of
House Bill 1370, which is in request of new monies for the next biennium.

This would enable most school districts in North Dakota to make available an

After-School program.

After-School programs within our consortium work with the academic areas —
reading, math, science, technology — on a daily basis, as well as, time spent helping
with homework. I have test scores for the past three years to prove the value of an
After-School program in the district in which I live — Hope-Page. Percentage-wise,
those students attending the program increased their proficiency level by 23 percent
in the area of reading and 39.5 in math as compared to 18.3 percent in reading and
24.8 percent in math for those not attending. Our students are not always the
straight A students but instead many of them struggle; so looking at these

statistics is a proven fact that an After-School program really is a positive in

those students lives. And we all know that technology is an important part

of our world, so our teachers provide instructional websites in the academic

areas so the child’s learning is increased in this way.



I personally am passionate about this program. I have had e-mails in the
evenings from children who attend who tell me, “1 LOVE THE AFTER-
SCHOOL PROGRAM?”. T have had a number of parents say to me, “Thank
you so much. My child is no longer behind in his homework, and when
he/she gets home at 6pm we have peace in our household. We don’t have to
be saying, ‘Get your homework done’, because it is done. We actually have
more and better family time.” The children who come are here for a
number of reasons: some parents work so they would be going home to an
empty house, some parents find the homework too difficult to help with,
some stay for the social aspect(and then become part of the academics), and
we even have children who stay because it is their way of having healthy

food as they get their daily snack.

In the seven and one-half years we have been in operation I only see positive
happenings. Therefore, it is with enthusiasm and excitement that I urge you to pass
House Bill 1370. Thank you and if you have questions I will be happy to

answer them,
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Worksh(g‘or calculating proficiency

Are participaling in the 21st Century After School Program

Class of 2013 READING
4th 5th 6th
NAMES 2004-05 | 2005-06 [ 2006-07
665 704
679 721
600 g
alt/prof Alt
657 658
51600 607
667
Total Average 642.0 '665.0 |- #DIV/0!
Largest Difference from 04-05 from 06-07: 23.0
Compared to those not participating: 18.3

Not participating in the 21st Century After School Program

Class of 2013 READING

4th 5th 6th
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Total Average 646.5 |. .664.9 #DIVIO! -
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Class of 2013 MATH
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Class of 2013 MATH
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Chairperson and members of the committee — I would like to thank you for giving
me the opportunity to speak to you about the values of the 21™ Century Community
Learning Center Program in the Fort Yates, Cannon Ball, and Selfridge
Communities.
The Standing Rock “Night Lights” Program is in its third year of operation.
It has grown from the first night of operation of approximately 25 students to the
present size of 377 students average nightly attendance. The total number of students
enrolled in the program at present time is approximately 420 students and continues to
grow each week of operation. The attendance rate is between 90 to 92% each evening.

The characteristics of the program is hands-on and technology based instruction
and learning. The program emphasizes reading/language arts, mathematics, and science
lessons using hands-on methods and computer-based programs (Achievement
Technologies — Skills ;I‘utor and Academies of Reading and Mathematics). The
Academies of Reading Program is the best computerized reading program on the market
(fluency, comprehension, phonics, phonics awareness, and building vocabulary).

The program includes also includes culture activities (hand games, drumming,
dancing, and singing). The students are involved in art activities, homework assistance,
babysitting, basic first aid training, basic CPR training, 4H activities, girls and boys scout
activities, and the importance of nutrition and healthy eating. The program also includes
robotics and chess club to provide critical thinking skills for the students involved. The
program provides a snack and an evening meal three nights a week.

The students achievement improved on the North Dakota State Assessment

test in the subjects of reading and mathematics. The reading category — there was a




decrease of 32 students in the basic category, an increase of 24 students in the proficient
category, and an increase of 8 students in the advanced category. The mathematics
category — there was a decrease of 58 students, an increase of 54 students in the
proficient category, and an increase of 4 students in the advanced category. The
students in grades 3-12 in the subject of reading improved 12.49% moving from

the basic category into the proficient and advanced categories. The students in

grades 3-12 in the subject of mathematics improved 22.59% moving from the

basic category into the proficient and advanced categories.

The attendance rate of the student body attending the school system has
improved drastically this academic school year. The high school average daily
attendance has been at 90% to 91% compared to 80.3% the previous school year.
The elementary school average daily attendance has improved 2% compared to
last academic school year. The middle school average daily attendance is about

the same as last year - 87% to 88%.
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Night Lights Activities:
Feb 14th—Game Night/Valentines

Feb 17th—Eat w/ your child day
Story Night w/Parents

Feb 19th—"Bullying” Workshop
Feb 21st—No School/Night Lights

Feb. 25th—Swimming/McLaughlin

‘I really enjoy Night Lights,
Itis fun.”

“Night Lights is great, you get
to spend time with friends."

"The students who are in the
program keep coming back, so
we must be creating a posi-

tive/fun learning experience *

s.nd”
Mr. mMark ‘ina‘.l’

site Coor

"Children who come to Night Lights know
they will be in a safe, drug-free place.
These chiidren participate in positive and
enjoyable activities. These experiences
will help children become aware of worth-
while activities they can do at home. I
am very pleased to provide this program
for our students. Thanks to ALL”

Personal invite to all students
to come and check it outlll

21st
Century

‘““Night Lights**
Program

"I know of two little 1
graders who have really
benefited from this pro-
gram. Our students need
this program it has done a
wonderful job for our sty-
dents in so many ways.
This program is very much

» needed .and wanted by the
students. ”




» What is the 2 iIst
century Night
Lights Program

The PURPOSE of this grant is to pro-
vide:

funding 1o Ft. Yates School and
community to of fer students aca-
demic enrichment, as well as com-
plement their regular academic pre-
gram.

a plan to enrich student learning
and development, which in turn will
help meet state/local student per-
formance standards in core aca-
demic subjects such as reading and
mathematics.

our community the ability to de-
velop or expand after-school pro-
grams; and

educational, recreational, heaith,
and social service programs.

Free Supper served to
Night Lights Students

Transportation (for all
& students) home after
the program.

The GOAL of this grent is to:

Operate three extended-day and extended-

year learning centers for students at-risk fo:

< address academic underachievement and
provide after-school supervision;

% expand educational and cultural opportuni-
ties;

% provide a safe, drug-free environment for
Ft. Yates children and their families;

< provide motivating, hands-on, culturally
relevant
activities that are linked to the regular
school day:

< provide educational continuity and success
for all students; and

# provide a meal for the students in the eve-
ning.

!UALITY EDUCATION HELPS CHIEVE

THE BEST IN YOUR

MISSION STATEMENT

Gux mission i3 to enkance stedent achievement and promote
guality leaxning that is funetional, stimulating, collabora-
tive, individualized and appraciative.

Information

..3:15 to 6:00 pm
...Elem/JH School

If you are
interested in
volunteering or
signing up your child/ren
contact one of the following:

Teachers. Brandy Marden..........Della No Heart
Donna Ross... ...Helen Alkire
June Szczur ....Laura Hirvela
Monique Fr‘edericks Nancy Steinke
Rhonda White........Teresa Harrison
Sheila Huber -

Cooks..........Joe Harrison..Goergina Two Sheilds
Stephanie TiKanye

Janitors......Bernard Good Iron.. . Gordan Silk

Awards and Prizes will be
given away for attendance.

“There are programs to supplement culture, math,
science & reading. There is a good teacher-
student ratie.”

“Night Lights has given students the opportunity fo
meet after school to do fun things in each content
area. (Reading, Science & Math)”

“The Night Lights program reaches the academic
level of all the children who participate. Students
experiencing underachievement often benefit from
or "Hands On" approach to learning.”

"I have been impressed with the level of curriculum
and instruction in the program, as well as the
over-all organization of the program”

“They get exfra academic instruction in Math, Sci-
ence, and Lang. Arts.
cooperative learning. The Cultural activities incor-
porate other multi-cultural activities as well as the
Lakota/Dakota culture.”

The instruction is hands-on

“The Night Lights program offers creative "Hands-
On” activities that build upon concepts learned in
school. ™

"As a working or non-working parent, I would like
fo know my child is in a safe, learning environment,
being supervised by certified teachers.”
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Thanks for Your Support of
the KO-All Scholarship Fund

Your donated items-baked goodies,
“jams, jellies, craft items, books,
salsa’s, etc brought in $439. This
compares to last years total of--.
$539.00. Proceeds went to the
Scholarship Fund.

The Scholarship Fund sponsored a
drawing that was held on Friday
" September 22, to help cover expenses
for one member to attend a class or
workshop, or enhance your local
- program or advance your career
through professional development, or
work on a project that could help our
center and shared with others. The
. - winner, a member of ND-ALL and
present at the drawing, was Cindy
Rerick of Devils Lake. She plans to
attend a grant writing workshop. Cindy
. will receive the $750 scholarship-
Congratulations!!i!

Vicky Campbell ND-ALL Scholarship
Chair

Night Lights

By: Clyde Naasz

The Standing Rock "Night Lights" Program
has kicked off the 2006-2007 academic
school year.

"Night Lights" Shining Brightly con the
Standing Rock Reservaticn "Pride, Power,
and Prestige Forever"

The Night Lights Program will continue
to use the scientific researched program
- Achievement Techneclogies - Skills
Tutor. The after school program uses
the program for web-based instruction
and tutoring in the subject areas of
mathematics, reading, and language
arts. Site Coordinator, Mark Sondag,
stated, "The students involved in the
Night Lights program have shown marked
increase in their academic achievement
in the two'core areas. Since the
program's inception in 2004, Reading
comprehension scores have increased by
an average of approximately 12.7% and
vocabulary scores increased by an
average of approximately 16.5%. We are
especially proud that our Math scores
have increased by an average 34%.
(Statistical reports generated by a ND
recognized Ne Child Left Behind Skills
Tutoring Program.)

The Night Lights program is designed to
increase academic achievement in

Math and Reading as well as previde
activities that focus on homework
assistance, science, physical fitness,
self-care, drug and alcohol awareness,
cultural arts, music, and native
language. The program involves
students, families, communities,
educators, and civic organizations such
as the Sioux Trike, local churches, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, 4-H, American Red
Cross, law enforcement, higher
education, and the ND3U Extension
Service.




The program was implemented during the
2004-2005 school year. The schools
offering the Night Lights program
include Standing Rock/Fort Yates
Community Schools and Saint Bernard's

Migsgion School in Fort Yates and

Selfridge and Solen-CAnncnball Public
Schools. Registered students in the
program increased from approximately 185
students during the 2004-200% school
year, to the current enrollment of 567
students. Dale Patrick said, "The
average dally attendance is a great
indicator of community acceptance and
need for the pregram.”

Della No Heart, a teacher for the
program stated, "The students enjoy the
hands-on learning environment and look
forward te participating in all the
program activities." Sondag says, "The
program staff and the community have
made Night Lights a great opportunity
for students to galn life-long learning
skills and have helped to foster
individual student potential.”

The program will be adding the Goldenred
- robotics program this year.

We will be providing a basic first aid
course and babysitting classes for our
students. The program is also loocking
to implement the DARE program with our
schoocl rescurce officers.

The program is having 4H Cultural Days -
October 2nd, 3rd, & 5th. Drummers and
Dancers performing, Story Telling
session (Youth will hear traditional
stories, learn about signsg and symbcls.
They will work in small groups and
create a mural about the story),
Nutrition session (Youth will learn
about cultural foods and food
preservation techniques that were used
in the past), Winter Count Session
{Youth will learn the history importance

" and value they have in the culture),

Horse Sense session (Native American
Value of Fortitude discuss the function
of the horse for early American Indians
compared to today - Horse safety will be
digcussed), and Use it All (Native
American Value of Wisdom) .

Night Lights Motto: Program + Child +
Parent + Community = Learning

Available Grants
School Wellness Grants

The Midwest Dairy Council would like to
invite you to participate in “Game On!” The

Ultimate Wellness Challenge!

North Dakota has 10 grants available (3300 each).

The Midwest Dairy Council is offering $300 to
the first TEN schools (no limitations on size) in
North Dakota who host the event and use
Midwest Dairy Council's "Strong Bones Training
Camp" for the 5th statton. The $300 goes towards
purchasing 3 - A-Day of Dairy equipment ($50)
for the 5th station, dairy snacks for the
participants, and marketing for the event.
Participating schools will also be eligible for a
FREE "Recharge" After School Curriculum Xit,
valued at $225! To receive this grant you

must contact me by October 15th,

2006, The “Game On” event needs to be
completed By November 30, 2006.

WHAT is “Game On!”? Game On! is an all-
inclusive, fun event for students (5th-8th grade),
parents, teachers, administrators, and others to
celebrate coming back-te-school with a fresh
approach to wellness. The event integrates
nutrition, physical activity and learning through a
series of activity stations that will stimulate minds
and bodies.

The course consists of five physical activity
stations that take 60 minutes to complete. One
course can be tackled by 60-75 participants at one
time. It is brought to you by: Action for Healthy
Kids (AFHK) in partnership with the National
Parent Teacher Association, U.S. Departments of
Health and Human Services and Agriculture and
Education,

WHY ?

Hosting a local Game On! event will provide the
opportunity to:

1. Build local support for school wellness
IMpProvements
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STANDING ROCK RESERVATION SCHOOLS 302&4‘_,
215T CENTURY NIGHT LIGHTS PROGRAM

Project Coordinator, Mark Sondag Phone 701-854-3865 ext. 108

“Night Lights” Shining Brightly on Standing Rock Reservation
“Pride, Power & Prestige Forever”

“The Standing Rock Reservation Night Lights after school program continues to shine as one of
the best after-school programs in the state,” says Dale Patrick, state project director at the ND
Department of Public Instruction. Patrick said, “The coordinator and staff members have done a
lot of work in putting together a program that is meeting a critical need in the community and in
the school.” The Standing Rock Reservation Night Lights program is staffed by a full-time
Project Coordinator, Mark Sondag, and certified educational staff, in addition to a variety of

support personnel.

After school programs, like Night Lights, are funded through a federal, 3-year, 21% Century
grant. These grant monies are given to states that award these funds to local school districts
through an application process. The Standing Rock Reservation Night Lights after schdol
program was awarded $100,000 for the school year 2004-05, and was awarded $235,000 for this
school year, which then included the communities of Selfridge, Solen, Cannonball, and Ft.

Yates.

The Night Lights program is designed to increase academic achievement in Math and Reading as
well as provide activities that focus on homework assistance, science, physical fitness, self-care,
drug.and alcohol awareness, cultural arts, music, and native language. The program involves

students, families, communities, educators and civic organizations such as the Sioux Tribe, local



churches, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 4-H, American Red Cross, law enforcement, higher education

and the NDSU Extension Service.

Project Coordinator, Mark Sondag, stated, “The students involved in the Night Lights program
have shown marked increase in their academic achievement in the two core arcas. Since the
program’s inception in 2004, Reading comprehension scores have increased by an average of
approximately 12.7% and vocabulary scores increased by an average of approximately 16.5%.
We are especially proud that our Math scores have increased by an average of approximately
34%.” (Statistical reports generated by a ND recognized No Child Left Behind Skills Tutoring

Program.)

The program was implemented during the 2004-05 school year. The schools offering the Night
Lights program include Standing Rock Community Schools and St. Bernard’s Mission School in
Fort Yates and Selfridge and Solen-Cannonball Public Schools. Registered students in the
program increased from approximately 185 during the 2004-05 school year, to the current
enrollment of over 500 students. Dale Patrick said, “The average daily attendance is a great

indicator of community acceptance and need for the program.”

Della No Heart, a teacher for the program stated, *“The students enjoy the hands-on learning
environment and look forward to participating in all the program activities.” Sondag says, “The
program staff and the community have made Night Lights a great opportunity for students to

gain life-long learning skills and have helped to foster individual student potential.”



Night Lights Students and staff are currently working on Community Service Projects.

. 1) Delivered over 400 meals to the elderly in Ft. Yates.

2) Delivered over 60 meals to the Local Soup Kitchen

3) Picking up garbage in Ft. Yates (3 Times)

Night Lights Motto:  Program + Child + Parent + Community = LEARNING

For more information or additional statistics about the Standing Rock Reservation Night Lights

after school program, contact Mark Sondag, Project Coordinator, at 701-854-3865, ext. 108,




I't. Yates February
“Night Lights”

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Jan 30
Drill Team
PERFORM

Jan 31
Drill Team

1

Night Lights
2:45 PM - 5:00 PM
(Archery Class)
Drill Team

5

NO Night Lights
No School
Staff Inservice

6 Nignt Lights

2:45 PM - 5:00 PM
{(Chess Club)
(2nd- Drawing & Painting)
Dollar Store Open
HS Science Group (3%)
VBT/LJ- Sclfridge
Drill Tewm

7

Drill Team

8

Night Lights
2:45 PM - 5:00 PM
(1*-Drawing & Painting)

Drill Team
PERFORM

9

Driff Team- GBB Dist 9,
10, 12

Sell Baked Goods
Performances TBA

12

Family Fun Night
2:30 pm - 6:15 pm

(Permission forms to be sent
out with activities and Times)
(Watch for is!!!)

13 Night Lights

2:45 PM - 5:00 PM
(Chess Club)  Dollar Store
(3rd- Drawing & Painting)
1*& 2"& 3"%.3" Gr-Ambulance
HS Science Group (4™)
Driil Team

14

Drifl Team

15

Night Lights
2:45 PM — 5:60 PM
Archery Class
K & 3™ & 4* Gr-Ambulance
Drill Team

16

INCENTIVE TRIP

19

NO Night Lights
No School

Drill Team- Regionals:
19,20, 21
Perf TBA

20 Night Lights
2:45 PM -5:00 PM
(Chess Club)} Dollar Store Open
(4%/5-8" Drawing & Painsing)
4™/5-8™-Girl Scouts)
VBT/LJ- Selfridge

21

Drill Team

22 Night Lights

2:45 PM - 5:00 PM
(K- Drawing & Painting)
Driif Team

2

Drill Team- BBB Dist
(Mandan) Performances
TBA

26

Night Lights
2:45 PM — 5:00 PM
(Sue-Selfridge)

Drill Team-BBEB Dist (Mundan}

Dirifl Team
27

NO Night Lights
Staff Meeting

28

Drill Team

Drill Team-GBB State
{Minot)Mar 1-3

Community or School Events may cause a change in this schedule.
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. Doosha (hello) committee members, my name is Marc Bluestone. 1
am the superintendent of the New Town Public School District #1 in New
Town, North Dakota. T am here to testify on behalf of our school district and
community in support of House Bill 1370 to provide funding for after school
learning programs.

The New Town Public School District has implemented afier school
programming for our elementary students for the past five years. It was
expanded last year to the middle school and high school. We have used
district funding and 21st Century Program funding to hire teachers to assist
students with improving their academic skills. We believe after school

. programming has been critical to our success in making Adequate Yearly
Progress under the No Child Left Behind legislation. Our elementary school
has made AYP for three years. Qur middle scﬁool and high school made
AYP last year. |

We have two types of after school programming available for our
students. Academic enrichment and tutoring is held in our school buildings
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Last year, 45% of our elementary
students (153 students) and 13% of our middle school and high school
students (44 students) participated in academic enrichment programming on

a regular basis. After school activities such as health, recreational,

House Bill 1370 Testimony (January 30, 2007) Marc Bluestone 1



technology, cultural, and exploratory programs are available five days a

week from 4:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Three Affiliated Tribes Boys and Girls
Club via their 21* Century Program funds. Last year, 31% of our students
(229 students) were active members of the Boys & Girls Club.

After school programs give at-risk students a safe and positive
environment to go to after they are done with school. After school
programming gives latch key kids learning opportunities instead of staying
home and watching television. Over the past six months, our students have
participated in archery classes, cooking classes, weightlifting and
recreational classes, golfing instruction, baseball and basketball leagues,
character education classes, science/technology club activities,
walking/running clubs, and learning more about the culture and history of
the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara people.

School districts across the country have attributed some of their
success of making AYP to implementing strong after school programs
including the schools on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation. The No
Child Left Behind legislation recommends schools to implement after school
programming for those schools that have not made AYP. Unfortunately, the
legislation has not provided the funding to fully implement this. House Bill

1370 would be a step in the right direction. I encourage you to give House

House Bill 1370 Testimony (January 30, 2007) Marc Bluestone 2




. Bill 1370 a Do Pass recommendation. Thank you. If you have any

questions, I would be happy to answer them.
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January 30, 2007

HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
HB 1370

REPRESENTATIVE KELSCH AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

My name is Caitlin McDonald. | am appearing today on behalf of the State Association
of Non-Public Schools (SANS) and The YMCAs of North Dakota. We strangly support
HB 1370 and urge a do pass.

Both of these organizations deal primarily with youth, and this bill will create programs
to provide much-needed activities and learning experiences for children during after-
school hours. The YMCAs are already participating with some school districts in such
programs now. I '

SANS would ask that you also consider one small amendment if this would be possible.
SANS represents the state’s 82 non-public schools. Last year there were 6,510 North
Dakota students enrolled in non-public schools — 4,884 in grades K-8, and 1,626 in
grades 9-12.

These children could benefit from these after school programs as well. We believe since
these are "after school” programs this inclusion would not create constitutional issues.

If our schools can comply with the legal requirements as determined by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, then we respectfully request that you allow them to
apply for these grants.

If you have any questions, | will be happy to try to answer them. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HB 1370

On page 1, line 6, after “districts” insert "and nonpublic schools”

On page 1, line 8, after “districts” insert “and nonpublic schools”

Renumber accordingly.




Testimony of Lori Zahradka, Project Director
North Valley Extended Schoel Project
House Bill 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room
January 30, 2007

Chairman Kelsch and members of the Committee, I am Lori Zahradka, the Project
Director for the North Valley Extended School Project. I am here today in support

of HB 1370, which provides funding for afterschool learning programs.

In 1998, the North Valley Career and Technology Center at Grafton was awarded
one of America’s first ninety-nine 21* Century Community Learning Center grants.
Nine years later the Project has grown from one school district, Grafton, to include
nine additional school districts, namely, Adams, Edmore, Cavalier, Larimore,

Midway, Minto, Park River, St. Thomas, and Thompson.

in a nutshell, our Project keeps kids safe, helps working families, and increases

student achievement.

Afterschool programs benefit working parents. Many of the children enrolled are
from two-career families working at places like Marvin Windows, the State
Developmental Center, and area nursing homes and hospitals. Especially single
parents know that their children are not home, alone. Area employers say
afterschool programs lead to higher worker productivity, less turnover and less

absenteeism. Afterschool programming supports economic development.




Schools have witnessed an increase in achievement test scores as measured by No
Child Left Behind. The districts equate part of this success to afterschool programs
that target students in need of improved reading and mathematics skills.

Afterschool programming results in higher student achievement.

In a May 2006 assessment of our Project, 99% of the 196 parents who responded
believe that afterschool activities support their children academically. 91% of the
76 regular school day teachers who responded believe that the afterschool program

improved student academic performance.

Finally, students love afterschool programs. The North Valley Project suppbrts a
balanced approach in its offerings. In addition to reading, math and science,
students participate in the arts, field-trips, clubs, and service learning. Students
benefit when they participate in afterschool programs. Student experiences are tied

to the North Dakota Content and Achievement Standards.

We know the grant funds used to start projects are not meant to sustain them
forever. That is why three years ago we asked local school administrators to
identify local funding sources as cash matching. This year, school districts cash
match at least 25% of the Federal funds received with the matching dollars coming
from sources such as USDA, general fund, Title I, booster clubs, donations, grants
and fundraisers. Currently, 91% of the 21% Century funds our Project receives are
used to pay for the staff working directly with students. In addition to school

district support, programs in our Project partner with more than 100 businesses

1)




Testimony of Lodee Arnold, Project Director
21% Century Community Learning Centers
Bismarck/Mandan
House Biil 1370
Pioneer Room
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2007

Chairperson Kelsch and Members of the House Education Committes, | am
Lodee Arnoid, the Project Director for the 21* Century Community Leaming
Centers in Bismarck and Mandan, currently serving over 350 students from 6
schools. | am here today to show support for HB 1370, which provides funding

for these important programs.

The Bismarck Extended School Program (ESP) is a partnership between
Bismarck Public Schools and the Missouri Valley Family YMCA. This program
serves children in grades K-6 before and after school, as well as, 9-10 hours per
day in our summer program. Lead by an Advisory Council of administrators, our
programs maintain very high standards and are staffed with certified teachers

and high-quality youth leaders.

The Mandan Extended Schoo! Program (ESP) is a partnership between Mandan
Public Schools, the Missouri Valley Family YMCA and the Mandan Park District.
This program also serves children in grades K-6 operating before and after

school. This program is also lead by an Advisory Council of administrators with

the same high program standards and high quality staff.




The students in the ESP program each have an individual action plan which
identifies the areas of strengths for that child and the areas we can work to
improve. This tool is used by classroom teachers, ESP teachers, youth leaders

and parents to aid in the continuity of service provided to the child.

We have seen some dramatic results in academic performance of ESP students.
An example of this is shown through the increases in NWEA test scores.
According to test results from Fall of 2005 to Fall of 2006, ESP students had
greater average increases in Reading and Math tha.rn students not attending the
program. In some cases, ESP students began at a lower level and ended at a
higher level than other students. The NWEA test is measured by a Rasch Unit or
“RIT” score. One of our ESP student's RIT score climbed 21 points from one
year to the next. The norm average increase is 1.2. That's 19.8 points higher
than the norm. Another student in the program climbed 9 points in Math and 17

points in reading with norm average increases of 0.6 and 3 points, respectively.

Chairperson Kelsch and committee members, | could go on about how this
program has benefited families living in poverty far beyond the academics. |
would be happy to answer any questions you may have or give you a tour of our

programs. | strongly encourage a “Do Pass” on HB 1370 as an investment in our

future. Thank you.




Testimony of Amy Clemons, Site Coordinator
21% Century Community Learning Centers
Bismarck
House Bill 1370
Pioneer Room
Tuesday, January 30", 2007
Chairperson Kelesch and Members of the House Education Committee. My name is Amy
Clemons and I am the site coordinator for the Extended School Program at Riverside

Elementary. I am here to support HB 1370, which would provide funding for the

Extended School Program.

Our current enrollment at Riverside is 138 students. We serve 54 students in the
Extended School Program. We provide activities and clubs, such as Big Brother, Big
Sister, 4-H, Tae Kwon Do, Art Venture, and a club for 5™ and 6 grade girls. These clubs
and activities would otherwise be unavailable to a large portion of our students, if they
were not in the Extended School Program. With the*high transient population at
Riverside, these clubs provide a sensé of beIonging and give the students confidence and
a feeling of accomplishment. Everyone has the need to belong and with the Extended

School Program that need, I believe, is being met.

Seventy eight percent of our students at Riverside Elementary are on free or reduced

lunches. Out of our 54 students in the Extended School Program 80% of them are on the

free and reduced lunch program. Parents sometimes struggle to provide food for their

families, so supplying snack during the Extended School Program is greatly appreciated.




Chairman Kelsch and members of the House Education Committee,

For the record my name is JoNell Bakke and I am a senator from district 43 in Grand
Forks. I am here today is support of HB1320 which calls for the approval and
appropriation of funds to support early childhood education programs within our state.
As an educator, parent, foster parent, and now a state senator, I firmly believe in early
intervention programs for children.

Many studies have been done on early childhood intellectual performance and the data
has shown that children who participated in preschool programming had significantly
better intellectual performance than the students who did not participate. This gain was
seen for a year or two thereafter. A comprehensive meta-analysis identified 50 Head Start
studies that found evidence of immediate improvements in children's intellectual and
socio emotional performance and health that lasted several years (McKey et al., 1985).

Some critics of preschool programs state that the positive effects of preschool programs
fade away over time. However, clear evidence of the gradual disappearance of effects
has been found only for gains in children's scores on tests of their intellectual
performance, and not for other positive effects of programs such as social and emotional
development which involves sharing, turn taking, social maturity and their abilities to
adjust to social cues and social situations

I urge the committee’s support of HB1320.

I will stand for any questions at this time.




January 30, 2007

To: The North Dakota House Education Commitiee
From: Lorna Van de Streek, Principal, Lewis & Clark Elementary School, Minat, ND

Re: House Bill 1370

My name is Lorna Van de Streek. | am the principal of Lewis and Clark Elementary School,
and | am here today to voice my support for the Community Learning Center (CLC)

program.

When in the fall of 1998 we in the Minot public school system learned of the possibility of
receiving funding for additional school programming — both before and after regular
school hours — we jumped at the chance. We believed we could set up and run
successfully a quality program which would accomplish locally ail that which Congress
sought to achieve in establishing the program. This includes enabling rural and inner-city
public schools, or combinations of such schools, to plan, implement, and expand
activities which benefit the educational, health, social, economic, cultural, and recreational
needs of the communities they serve. School-based community learning centers can and
do provide a safe, drug-free, supervised, and cost-effective haven for children, youth, and
their famnilies, which haven is available before school, after-school, and during the

summer.

All of this and more we have accomplished, exceeding our expectations. We currently
serve 479 children at five sites. These children and their families participate in a wide
variety of activities. While school is in session the program begins at 7:00 A.M. and ends
at 6:00 P.M. During the summer the program operates for approximately eight weeks,

running from 8:00 A, M. until noon. Although fees are charged for participation in the

program, these are subject to being reduced or waived entirely, depending upon whether




a child is eligible for reduced-price or free [unches. Of course, all children in the program

are treated equally.

At my school, we have five after-school clubs along with many other activities and field
trips for the chifdren, Homework assistance is provided both in the morning and after
school. But school work is only part of the picture, and not the most important part. What
is far more worthwhile and beneficial is that which we are doing to help children and their

families be more successful in all the aspects of their lives.

Parents not only know where there children are, but they know also that they are safe.
Opportunities abound for children to socialize with their peers and to learn how to get
along with one another by solving conflicts. | cannot stress sufficiently how important
these life lessons are for all our children. Often | must suppress a smile when | see the sad
face on a child who is of the opinion that Mom or Dad has come too soon to pick up him
or her. Many a parent has had to beat a retreat, and come back later to retrieve their chitd.

We are not a day care center, but certainly | would be remiss if 1 failed to state that for some

families we do fill that gap.

Schools are not the means for combating all of society’s’ ills, but we are certainly in the
forefront of the battle line. With before and after school programming we are bringing up
much-needed reinforcements. A seamless learning day is essential to children’s education.
The benefits of CLC are strikingly evident in the increased student achievement, social
interaction, and safety which it accomplishes. Our CLC staff make a positive difference in

the lives of our students. | encourage you to support House Bili 1370.

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for your time.,



Testimony of Boyd Strand, Project Director
Minot Public School Community Learning Center
House Bill HD 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room
1-30-07

My name is Boyd Strand and I am the Minot Public School Community Learning
Center (CLC) Project Director for the 21* Century Program. I would like to share
some program information, and provide support for the $5 million dollars for

afterschools programs under the HB 1370 bill.

The Minot Public School CLC mission statement is to “Empower all learners to
succeed in a changing world.” Our vision statement is to bring the school and
community together to encourage students and community members to realize their

potential, and promote life long learning experiences.

The CL.C program has been in operation since June 1, 2000. Community

Learning Centers are in operation at Lewis & Clark, Lincoln, McKinley, Roosevelt,
and Sunnyside Elementary Schools. These centers provide expanded learning
opportunities and enrichment activities outside of regular school hours for children
and adults in a safe and healthy environment. Before school, after school, ¢vening,

and summer programs are offered as a part of this project.

Our program has an enrollment of 481 students. At the five CLC school sites there
is 999 students enrolled, and our program has 48% of students in our program. We
have students that have been referred to our program from others schools, social
services, and domestic violence. These agencies and principals know the value of our
program will meet the needs of the referred students, Our program provides tutors

and aides to assist in subject areas of student’s concerns.

The program has also made a difference in the State Assessment Standards. The
Math Standards saw 35% of students tested increase their grade by half a grade or

more. The Reading Standards had 33% of the students increase their grade by half




a grade or more. Counselors, principals and parents are very pleased with the

assistance and impact we have made on the students educational progress.

Our parents, teachers, administration and school board support the Minot Public
Community Learning Center. The program provides a substantial impact on the
student’s academic enrichment. We provide a safe, and fun-learning environment

for students to continue their growth in our educational system.
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1-29-07

Dear N.D. Legislature:

[ am writing in support of HLB. #1370. We live in Minot N.D. and my two sons age six
and ten attend Lewis and Clark Elementary School in Minot. We have utilized the
Community Learning Centers Before and After School program for 3 years now; they
attend the program duning the school year and also during the summer. My boys have
thoroughly enjoyed their time spent in the program learning with the 4-H group, cooking
club, the homework assistance program and piano lessons. They have also taken the
opportunity to go on many field trips from swimmung at the YMCA to attending the
Minot Public Library and Taube Museum. This program is so beneficial for working
parents, I know that it is a tough situation trying to get your children to an after schoo!
daycare off premises when both parents work an 8 — 5 job. With daycare [ found that my
children were sitting in front of the television for two and a half hours until [ arrived to
pick themup. So finding a school that offered the Before and Afier School Program was
a top priority for us when our children became school age. I hope that this great program
can continue to give other working parents the oppertunity to know that their children are
save and sound and in a good learning environment before and afier school hours. Your

support i1s greatly appreciated not only for our family but many others that are utilizing
this program.

Sincerely,

Melissa Barden




January 26, 2007

Connie Samuelson
7 Dellway Drive
Minot, ND 58701
RE: HB 1370
Attn: House Education Cominittee:
[t wouild be greatly appreciated 1f you would support HB 1370 for after schooi programs.
The above House Bill would continue to provide a safe, low-cost and structured program for

many children who do not have supervision or parents that are able to be home at the end of the
school day. As a working parent, this program allows me to continue my employment status

while giving me the assurance that my daughter is in a healthy, safe and educational atmosphere.

Thank vou for ymyeontinued support in HB 1370 for after school programs.
/7 .
/s // '

(S
onnie Samu

..... NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND.....no child left behind..... . .NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND....no child left behind ...




@i’anne Van Berkom
15 Qak Drive
Minot, ND 58701

January 26, 2006

Dear House Education Oommittee,

{ am an elementary school secretary and 1 feel that after school
care and Commﬁnity Learning Centers are very important in today’s
world. More families have both parents working and there aren’t
enough Day Care Providers to take care of students who only need a
short period of care. It isn’t cost effective for these providers.
Students become “latch key” children and are subjected to dangers
that theyishouldn’t have to worry about.

I have witnessed the wonderful programs that CLC offers. Many
children would not be going to the libraiy, swim ab the YMCA, get
nutritional information from the 4-H Family Nutrition classes and
other fun activities that are provided bjf CLC. They are affordable and
parents rely on them for their children’s care after school.

I strongly support HB13870 for Community Learning Centers.

Sincerely,

Dianne Van Berkom

/- Rb-o7



1000 Bth Ave. SW -
Minot, ND 58701

January 26, 2007

Dear House EducaTibh Committee,

I am writing to urge you o support H“B 1370 for after scHool

programs. As a teacher at school with such a program for our

students, T can see firsthand the support of the after school
. program.

Our program provides our students with a low-cost safe °

environment where they have the opportunity to participate

in structured programs. Both our parents and our students

need this type of program. HB 1370 would allow us to continue

with our program.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Smcerely

““““ MQM

Lori Willert




January 26, 2007

Sunnyside Elementary School -
1000 5th Ave SE
Minot, ND 58701

Dear House Educatioh Committee;

I'am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs.
They play a very important part of the school day for many of the children
in our school.

Many of the children in our school come from situations where their
parents are working very hard to provide for their tamilies. Often,
however, when the children come home, there is no one there. The
afterschool programs provide a safe and supervised place for these
children to go. A strong afterschool program can provide a needed
" support for them.

I would encourage support of HB1370 for afterschool programs for the
benefit of the children it affects.

Smcerely ,
e 7@’] ¢ (,@//LA/(/Q/

Debra McCahill




603 11th StNW
Minot ND 58703-2159
January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:

| am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for aftérsohool programs. AS
a tutor working for the afterschool program | see the importance of having
a program for the children to receive help with their schoolwork and to

have a safe place for the students to be before and after school.

Our program gives parents the opportunity to work, while their children
are in a safe, low-cost, structured program. We need the afterschool
programs so family members can continue to work and support their

families. HB 1370 will allow us to continue with our program.

Again, | urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. Thank

you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Vo N ,
Ao Lf C}Jﬂ% /-2l 77
Lois A. Jones




From Joanne Slanger

LD Specialist, Sunnyside School
1000 5th Ave SW

Minot ND 58701

1/26/2006

To The House Education Committee
Re: House Bil{ 1379

1 wish to express my gratitude and support for continuation of the CLC program and
HB 1379. We are fortunate to have a CLC After school program at Sunnyside School.

As you may know, Sunnyside ranks as the poorest of the poor within the Minot School
District, based on the percentage of free and reduced lunches served each week. Our
student population comes from homes that often lack enrichment and even common
necessities.

After school at Sunnyside, these students are provided with many opportunities to
access the mainstream America. They do not have to go home to an empty home. The
have assistance with homework. They become involved in a host of healthy and
enriching activities that would not be possible otherwise.

The program speaks for itself. It has a waiting list of dozens of families hoping to
provide their children with the structured fun and adventures available at the CLC
program.

I cannot imagine a world without CLC at Sunnyside. Our priorities must continue to be
providing support to our children. Please support HB 1379.

Nie Q/ [ut%\/

Sincerel y,

Joanne Slanger




L
. 4 i 1000 5th Ave. SE
l I/l O Minot, ND 58701

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 701-857-4690

“Empawer all learners to succeed in a chonging world.” Fax - 701-857-8760
Wirs. Cindy Cook, Principal

Janwary 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:
1 am writing to encourage you to support the 1B1370 for afterschool programs (CLC).
As a secretary of Sunnyside I've seen the many benefits this program offers for
children. It gives children a safe place after school and an educational environment for
them to finish their studies if they haven’t had a chance in school. The children love the
. field trips that are offered during the year too. This program is low-cost and offers
many families that wouldn't be able to afford it an opportunity to send their children.
The coordinators do a great job at planning and organizing educational activities for

the children. Please support this bill to help further chiidren’s education.

Thanksyagain,

Bonnie Allerdings,
Secretary of Sunnyside




803 11th St NW
Minot ND 58703-2159
January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:

| am writing to urge you to support HB ‘1 370 for afterschool programs. As
a grandparent, | see the importance of having an afterschool program. My
son, who is a single parent, utilized the program for my grandson for five
years. Without the afterschool program, he would not have been able to
work and support himself and his son. He had a safe, low-cost program

for him to attend while he was working.

Our program gives parents the opportunity to work, while their children
are in a safe, low-cost, structured program. We need the afterschool
programs so family members can continue to work and support their

families. HB 1370 will allow us to continue with our program.

Again, | urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. Thank

you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

é@/ﬁ A %ﬁw

Lois A. Jones



January 29, 2007
Dear House Education Committee,

| am writing this letter in support of HB 1370. As a 4th grade
teacher, | have seen firsthand how vital the afterschool program
is to my students. It is so much more than just an afterschool
program. It is one more safe place for them to spend part of their
day before many of them head home to some very unfortunate
situations.

| have students who live in homes where school and school
work are not a priority. The afterschool program is so important
for these students because that is wheré their “homework help”
comes from. Whether it be finishing up with Math or studying for
this week’s Spelling words, the afterschool program will take on
that responsibility and it has made a dramatic difference in their
academics.

Please continue the funding for afterschool programs. Our
students need the structure and support that comes with the
program.

Thanks for your consideration,

Ny '
KLUl (ndg it SO

Rachel Lindquist
Grade 4 Teacher |
Sunnyside Elementary, Minot, ND



1837-10th S5t. SW
Minot, ND 58701-6413

January 28, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:
| am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. | am ateacher at
Sunnyside School which has this program. | also tutor in the mornings for the program.

Because of this | am able to see the benefits to the students from this program.

The before and after school program provides a safe, low-cost, structured program for ou
children who do not have parents who are at home at the end of the school day or have tc
be at work earlier than the schoo! day ailows for children. His a benefit to our parents wh
are working to support thier family and | feel that we need to help them by offering this

oppartunity 1o them HB 1370 will aliow us to continue with our program.

Again, | urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

77/ 4/%/@/\%(&&7/6145%

Marlys Fandrich



. 1000 - 5th Ave. SE

Minot, ND 58701
January 29, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,
I am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for the afterschool programs. Asa
teacher in a school where such a program is implemented, T am able fo witness

firsthand the success of having an afterschool program.

. Our afterschool program provides a safe, low-cost, structured program for our
students at the end of the school day. The program also of fers additional academic
(tutoring) help f.or the students that are in need of it. By offering a strong
afterschool program, our parents -ar'e able to support their families and not worry if

their child is being well taken care of. HB 1370 will allow us to continue with our

afterschool program.

Again, please support HB 1370 for the afterschool programs. Thank you for your

time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

. WWWW }-29-07

Susan Zimbelman



819 24th Avenue Northwest
Minot, ND 58703
January 27, 2007

Dear House’EducaTion Committee,

T am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for after school progfcrﬁs_ Iam
a teacher at Sunnyside Elementary in Minot and also a tutor for the Community
Learning Center on site. I can see the direct benefits to my students from the’
before and after school program. Our CLC provides a safe, low-cost, structured
program for our children who do not have parents af home at the end of the school
day. Many of our parents are low income working parents who need an affordable
place for their children after school. Our parents need to support their famities,
and we need to help them by of fering the opportunity of a strong after school
program. HB 1370 will allow us to continue with our program.

Once again, I urge you to support HB 1370 for after school programs. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

%@/wﬁ,@ 77MLM

Janice Melland



Please Support the Z1st Century Community
Learning Centerg
(CLC)
HB 1370
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS Lincoln Elementary School

“Empower all learners to succeed in a changing world” Patrick Slotsve, Principal

1-7th S5t SW 701.857 4605
Minot, ND 58701 Fax - 701.857.8754

January 28, 2006

Dear North Dakota Legislators:

It is with pleasure that we write this letter of support for HB 1370. Our students,
families, and parents have benefited immensely from the conception of this grant. We
have given our students a safe place for them to help with their academics, social skills,
and develop life long learning skills.

Our concern is that we will see a decline in our students participation, acaderics, and
social skills if they were unable to continue to have the CLC Program. Please consider
the positive affects that this program has provided for our current students and for
those in the future. '

Sincerely, .

Z //
// / - s
Ja il L

A/”‘:}}/:f?/
Patrick Slotsve
Principal T

P/

- ’.:_.—-" - w
/.,.-.»:‘—5"’ // d 7
s e T e e

Elizabeth Vrem
A/dm.injstrati ve Assistant




.‘ January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

My name is Tracey Derheim, { am currently teaching in the Minot Public School

system. | would like to take this opportunity to convey the importance of HB 1370

supporting after school programs.

Not only does the CLC program allow for an extension of the learning environment
by providing educational enrichment activities such as: learning centers, physical educatic
and homework support, the CLC program also provides students with a safe environment
to develop and enhance their social skills. This program has allowed students to become
active members of the community by involving them in a variety of field trips. Students
become aware of the many wonderful opportunities that can be found right in their own

' community. This program is a valuable asset to our students, parents and fellow teacher:

After school programs offer parents the security of knowing that their children are ir

safe and enriching environment.

Sincerely,
Jieee, - Dbl
f\j J ﬂ &7, ,E l\;b,_/_/i—' WJ\ C A

-
Tracey Derheim
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Please give any support to the before and after school programs. Since | am an emplyee |

. see how much this benefits children by giving them exta help and geiting them involved |
in organized activies and field trips |
Thankyou |
Jeff Schlag
1704 Northwest Ave
Mipot ND N
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January 26, 2007

Deborah Schultz
Lincoln Elementary

1 7th Street Scuthwest
Minot, North Dakota

Dear House Education Committee,

I'am writing in support of HB 1370 for after school programs. I have
taught elementary school for over 30 years and currently teach at
Lincoln Elementary School in Minot. The vast majority of children
that I have come in contact with over the years have come from
families in need of child care before and after school on a regular
basis.

My experience with the after school program at Lincoln School has
been a very positive one. These positive effects are seen at home and
at school. The children who attend participate in a variety of healthy
activities in a safe and secure environment. They receive nutritional
snacks, fresh air, time to play with friends, interesting and age
appropriate field trips, as well as tutoring and homework time. It is a .
well rounded program that provides a valuable service to our

children in North Dakota. Thank you for your support of HB 1370.

Smoer'ely,

‘ ‘_X{ ‘(cge'* [L_./l/ C7 C//L/_,/fk-
Deborah Schultz
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January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:

This letter is in behalf of the Minot Community Learning Centers. I support
HB 1370. The school I teach at has a before and after school center. Our students
have a place to go where learning, socializing, and.communi‘ry values are important all
day long. The Community Learning Centers are part of our community's effort to
provide a safe and positive environment for all students. The students and parents
benefit, along with the community. We know where, who, and what the students are
doing before and after school. '\

Thank you for your support of HB 1370.

Sincerely,

"”/ ; i
Sk o Kagrwoqn /
Debra Rasmuson
Teacher, Grade 4/5

Lincoln Elementary School
Minot, ND

v




Pear House Education Committee,

My name is Krista Mueller and | am writing in support of the HB 1370 hill for
afterschool programs. 1 have worked with the Minot Community Learning Center for

six years and have enjoyed every wminute of if.

| started out as a tutor and did that for 5 years. What a wonderful prograw for
our students! Those students who would strugale at howe and not have a lot of exira
support, received that support through the CLC tutoring program.

This year | have started a book club as part of the CLC afterschool program. kit
has beext amazing to see how wany students actually CHOOSE 1o come to book club
instead of staying back with the large group of kids. | am on wmy 4th novel with them
and my nombers have growy with each new one | start. The kids are excited fo come
and participate in all the different activities | use along with the books. 1t has been a
rewarding experience for wie and | know it has wade a huge impact on so many

students.

Sincereiy,

Krista Mueller

A
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January 26,2007

")ea_r Howse Edwcation Com,m.c'ffee,

[ am a era,c/:,er at Lincoln Elemenfa,ry School
in Minot. I also tutor students in the C.L.Cprogram.

As a teacher,l've seen the benefits that this program
prow;afes for owr sfu,afenfs.r/w.ey are more /ore/oa,reaf for
the school afa.y,a,naf have a safe,fréencﬂ[\g /ola,ce to be,
préor to school sfa.rﬂng. T/Ley also have extra /x,ello when
(t's needed,after school ,with academics. [his enswres
that their homework is done in a fame[y manner and.

LS C/LGCéGCﬁ é\y a 'éLL'fOF S@l?ﬁ 687568/71. LS f‘d,LSZC{ as fﬁ,e\y

arn more and Lrmprove their 5ra,c{es

Parents of the students Ln,vo[vecﬁ with CLC. are
included in many activities as well. Families are
en,cou,ra\gecﬁ to attend s/oecéa,l events and programs
afu,réng the year.

As a teacher,] a,/o/orecda,fe the variows activities
/orovdafeaf for owr students and their families. [ would
£

N -l ” J .-l h r , 'LL l. ~ ] I~
T W oW ~ 7 Pl Pl rr Il ol .l 1] LA o] [l e
u.././/u; eclale dr/ uj G,u.,dﬁ, w..u:uu..l / Lofldw c,j 1Cr LitlsS V 15

worfﬁy program.
Sdncere[y,

. - Linda M.Erickson




Lincoln School
1-7th St. SW
Minot,ND 58701
1-26-07

Dear House Education Committee,

Please support HB 1370 bill for afterschool programs.
| am a tutor at Lincoln Elementary in Minot and have
seen first-hand the benefits of this program. Because
most parents work outside the home,many children
normally would be home alone. The afterschool program
provides a safe environment and also a fun and
stimulating one,too. Homework can be completed during
this time. At home,this might not have gotten done due
to the many demands of parents. Extra oral reading is
very beneficial to students. Educational field trips are
taken to places where many children have never
experienced. Teachers direct the tutors to help students
in the areas in which they are having trouble.

Afterschool programs provide a safe,educational,and
enjoyable place for kindergarten through fifth graders .Please
support HB 1370.Thank you.

Sincerely, )

(D e S
Naonda Ve /6711/6
Randi Hall




Date: January 26,2006
To:  House Education Committee

From: Becky Field, Lincoln Elementary Guidance Counselor
Minot, ND

Re: HB 1370

I am writing to let you know what a positive influence the After School Program is
for the students at Lincoln Elementary.I'm hoping this program can be funded to

include all schools.

When I was a student in the Towner Public School system a number of years ago, T
was fortunate to have ranching parents who were always home when the school bus
rofled in the yard after school. We all know that in the bigger cities as well as some
rural areas, this is not the norm today. Too many children are going home to an
empty house until Mom or Dad get home.

Our society has witnessed the problems that go along with having children home
alone even for short periods of time. There are guidelines for children being home
alone; but, sadly to say there are stili many that open the doors each day after
school to an empty home.

The After School Program eliminates all dangers to young children being feft to
fend for themselves until a parent arrives home.

The activities that generate the program act to reinforce social skills, new hands
on skills, physical movement, and help with academics. These children don't have to
go home and do nothing but maybe get in trouble or become "game wizards”. They
are kept interested and motivated.

Who wouid ever think a child in Minot, North Dakota would have never had the
chance to see a real, live, cow? I know of once such child. Until the After School
Program was introduced, this young boy hadn't seen a cow in real life. The field
trips open up a whole new world for some children. There are more children whose
lives can be touched with the opportunities offered by an After School Program.
Please give it your kind consideration. Thank you.

jéy  ll




Dear North Dakota Legislation,

Wow! What an exciting yet terrifying day this is for us. The fear of not having encugh
or no funding at all for the CLC Program for our Public Schools has been known for
some time now. Today is a very important and exciting day not just for Lincoln
Elementary but for other public schools as well that offer this program to their kids. This
truly hits home for my family and loved ones so we felt that our voices should be heard.
We've had the opportunity te utilize the CLC Program for the past 5 years including
summers (which our niece and nephew get to attend during summer since their scheol
doesn’t have this program), With having 2 neople in the household w/ different
schedules that must work, the program has been a blessing to us because the hours are
perfect and they give my daughter a structured environment. {not all daycares can say
this) She has become more confident in what she does and the credit can be given to the
individuals at the CLC Programr. We have been amazed as to what she has been taught

‘academicalty or perscnally), crafts, homework w/ tutors and phvsical fitness activities.
p Y. : pn}

Thank you for the opportunity to let you know just how important the HB 1370 is and

what it could give back to CUR kids!!

Sincerely,

Dan and Ruta Titel



)

Dear House Education Committee,

I am writing to you in support of Bill 1370. I am a parent of a child who has been
enrolled in the CLC program for the past 4 years. The program has been so wonderful
and benefiting to our family. Our son can attend the program after school instead of
attending a daycare or staying at home by himself. Qur son is at the age when he could
stay by himself for a couple hours after school, but is such a scare to my husband and
myself. He loves attending the program, especially going to tutor after school which
helps him work on school work that he is having trouble with and just finishing his work
so when he gets home in the evening there is more time for our family to do things
together. He also loves the extra curricular activities that they have including Yoga. It
helps keeps him active and safe after school while I am finishing my day at work. The
program is so affordable to every family of every income level. I am definitely in
support of Bill 1370.

SlncerF'}v

s e vec (k]

= Kari Heringer, 1/26/07 ~



January 28, 2007

We are writing in behalf of our son, Harkin and the Community Learning Center (CLC). He
has been attending the Lincoln program for 4 years, this being his last year. The program
brings so much to Harkin's life. Harkin has Cerebrat Palsy and is Developmentally Delayed.
The CLC program places Harkin in an environment that gives him the opportunity to spend
time, with kids his age that do not have disabilities. Harkin has developed several ciose
friendships. He has had so many experiences with his friends; golfing at the Wee Links,
spending time in the Public Library, and various field trips, The staff is thoroughly orlentated
to his needs, medical and physical.

The program has been wonderful for Harkin and us as a family too. We have attended Fun
Nights as a family. Harkin is so proud to take us around and meet his friends. One of Harkin's
favarite things to do is go to the Week Links Golf course with the other kids who always want
him to play in Harkin’s group.

As a parent with a child with Disabilities it is a challenge to, find a program that can support
Harkin needs without a huge cest. The CLC program with it cost savings make it affordable

tm o] Fornilioo
o all famiiies.

Thank you

7
dd anc?/// /&/f

cky Telin




- 418 4th St NW

Minot, ND 58703

January 25, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

I am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. As a

teacher at a school with such a program for our students, I can see firsthand the

benefits of the afterschool program.

Our program provides a safe, low-cost, structured program for our children who do
not have parents at home at the end of the day. Our parents need to support their
families, and we need to help them by offering the opportunity of a strong

afterschool program. HB 1370 will allow us to continue doing that.

Again, I urge you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. Thank you for your

time and consideration.

Sincerely,

:':_‘;-_t\\"\( - \ﬁ\\;gwﬂww 3 25[07

Harrietta Summers




January 29, 2007

Dear members of the House Education Committee,

| am writing this letter to encourage you to support HB 1370 for afterschool programs. It is
a much needed program in our schoolis for our children. My nephews both attend an
afterschool program at their school. The program provides a healthy snack, help with

homework, socializing with other students and exciting activities.

So many of our children today go to an empty home and with little help with homework or
supervision, by attending an afterschool program, they receive the help and structure that

they need and they benefit in many ways that we see today and will be able to see in the

future.

Please continue to support HB1370 for afterschool programs. Thank you for your time and

consideration.

Sincerely,

/] %A

Caleen Larson
1210 11th Ave NW
Minot ND




1921 Skyline Drive
Minot, ND 58703
January 29, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

I am writing this letter in support of the HB 1370. Rooseveit School has
had the Community Learning Center for 7 years. It is an outstanding
program for our students. Our students have the need for before and after
school supervision. This program has given these students a safe and
educational place to be. The CLC staff is there to help with homework and
prepare students for tests. | feel it is very important we continue to provide

this positive program for our students.

Thank you for all you do for the education of our future adults. I am

hopeful that you will support HB 1370.

Sincerely,

R\'\"\m Q)LL:\ cm\CU\C‘J

Rynette Burckhard




Roosevelt Elementary Schoot
418 4th St. NW

. Minot, NI 58703

January 29, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

Please support HB 1370 for after school programs. [ am employed by Minot Public Schools as a
K-5 School Counselor. Our CLC (Community Learning Center) programs are an essential
component of our students’ day.

CLC offers a structured and safe program to our children who have parents that are not home at
the end of the school day. Your support of HB 1370 will allow our school district to continue

our successful program.

Thank you for your consideration,

' Sincerely,
ies]]. ot t P L2907

Tara M. Sundahl
Roosevelt Scheol Counselor 1/29/07
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January 29, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

Please support the HB 1370 for afterschool programs. I work with the CLC
Book Club each to week to enhance reading and listening skills. This also
motivates students to choose books for enjoyment reading. As an educator,
I view this program as a benefit for students and their families.

Sincerely,

Shirley Brown

Grade Five
Lewis and Clark Elementary




Dear House Education Committee, January 29, 2007

I’'m writing this letter in support of House Bill 1370 for the after school
program. | have not only worked at an after school program, but | am also a
teacher at a school where there is an after school program.

After school programs are great for children who would normally go home
after school. It keeps children in a safe and secure environment. There are
different activities for children to participate in on a daily basis. The after school
program also lets children socialize with one another in a different environment.

Children like being at an after sch05| program and there is aiso a great
sense for parents to know that their children are involved in different activities
after school and not just going home to watch t.v.. There are numerous clubs at

the after school program and most of all the activities are academic based.

Kristen Christianson
Special Education Teacher

Lewis and Clark Elementary
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1609 Meadowlark Drive
Minot,ND 58701

January 28, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

| am writing in regard to HB 1370 for the afterschool
programs. | am a teacher in aschool that provides care for |
the children that do not have the barents at home before and
after school. | have witnessed firsthand the benefits to the
children and the academic support they receive is also a positive

enrichment they would otherwise not encounter.
l urge you to support HB 1370 for the afterschool programs.
Sincerely,

%Wﬁ

Jan Hendershot



e
inct

PUBLIC SCHOOLS Roosevelt Title I

“Empower all learners to succeed in a changing world”

Roosevelt Elementary School Shawneen Voiles Instructor
715 Bth 5t NE 701.857.4685
Minot, NI 58703 Fax - 701.857.4759

s.voiles@sendit.nodak.edu

January 26, 2007
Dear House Education Committee,

Mr. Boyd Strand, Minot Public Schools 21st Century Community Learning Center director, has
requested that I write a letter regarding the value and importance of after-school programming for

our students, families and communities. ] am very pleased to do so.

I am the Title I Reading and Math Specialist at our school, and alse my husband and I are the parents
of a former Roosevelt student who attended the CLC program on a daily basis. | also have provided

evening opportunities for parents and adults in our community through the CLC offerings.

As an instructor in our school, I am thrilled with what the CLC has done for our students. Many of the
students who attend our school have less than appropriate supervision after school hours and few
opportunities for enrichment and chances to learn about their community. The multi-age groupings
have féstgred friendships of children from grade-to-grade and working to help the younger students
has been great for the self-esteem of our older students. Our program is highty organized, under the
excellent direction of Mr. Ned Strand, and the CLC staff does a wonderful job of working with our
students. The students participate in many activities; 4-H, field trips, sessions to assist with classroom
work, arts and crafts, physical activities, games, Technology Club and technology instruction and
practice, speakers and demonstrations, to name just a few. I think that the children have more of a
family feeling at our school because of the CLC. Our students are thrilled with the new playground

equipment that the CLC was instrumental in providing.

QOur son is one of the students who truly loved going to the CLC. As working parents, to have the
CLC as an option for after-school care is wonderful. Qur son also attended the summer program. 1t
was his choice to get up early each weekday morning and be ready to go to the program by 8:00.

. There are many mornings when he could choose to sleep in, yet his choice was always to attend the

program. We enjoyed the parent activities that were offered and also the family activities that were




held.

I have been an educator for 32 years and I can think of very few programs that have impacted our
students in such an outstanding way. The 21st Community Learning Center is the best thing to happen at
Roosevelt Elementary School in the 9 years that I have worked here. Mr. Strand and his staff have
provided a much needed service to our youth and community and the manner in which they have done
so has been exemplary! The impact in our community has been positive, productive and pro-active in its
approach to solving the problems that a lack of after-school care can create. Every child in our state
deserves the opportunity for a safe, educational and productive environment that is provided outside the
school day. Because of the CLC program at our school, every aspect of the school environment has been

enhanced!

Sincerely,

Shawneen Voiles




915 24th Ave. NW
Minot, ND 58703
January 29, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

| am writing to you in support of HB 1370. | am a teacher at
Roosevelt Elementary School in Minot, and | have seen the
impact that it has had on our students. The CLC program has
made a big difference in the lives of our children along with
their parents. it is a safe, affordable, and educational
program for children whose parents are working. Not only am
| a teacher where the CLC program is implemented, but | am
a parent of a child who attends. The program gives so many
children opportunities that they may otherwise never get,
along with the chance to get help with their homework. | feel
that it is essential that we continue to offer this after school
program. Thank you for all you do. | am hoping that you will

support HB 1370.

Sincerely,

L
8& oo, JULO

Samantha Jones




January g9, :C07

Dear House Education Committee,

I am writing this letter in support of HB 1370 for after schocl programs.

The 21st Century Community Learning Center (CLC) at Rocsevelt Elementary
provides a safe, nurturing environment for our students outside of the regular
school day, as well as an exciting learning environment for academic
improvement. The goal of CLC is also to establish partnerships among farmilies,

students, and the Minot community.

Our pregram provides: homewoerk help/tutoring; math, reading, and science
activities; technology; arts and music education; substance abuse prevention;
character education; enrichment activities; recreation and field trips; and family
activities. By supporting this bill, you will insure that our children will continue

to benefit from a safe, supervised learning environment after school hours.

Again, T urge you to support HB 1370 for after school programs. Thank you for

your time and consideration.

Sincerely, -

Melissa L. Gietzen, SLP

Roosevelt Elementary




Lewis & Clark

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Py

January 27, 2007
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4 The Corps of Discovery

Mint, North Dakofa
TO: North Dakota House of Representatives
ATTN: House Education Committee
State Capitol
600 East Boulevard
Bismarck, ND 58505
FROM: Margaret Woodiwiss
Lewis & Clark Elementary School
2215-8" StNW ‘
Minot, ND 58703
RE: HB 1370
Dear House Education Committee:
1 support HB 1370 relating to the after-school programs. We identify our after-school program
as Community Learning Center. I am an eyewitness who directly sees the benefit of the program
and how it impacts students’ regular class education.
In addition to having taught grade five for many vears, | also teach Math Club one night per
week at our after-school program teaching two various age levels (grades 3-5), one hour each
session. The format of both sessions utilizes more manipulatives and partner thinking which
keeps them engaged and focused, learnming math vocabulary and strategies. All experience
higher-level thinking “fun™ activities using their varied math skills which in turn contributes to

higher test scores. This valued academic opportunity is available to the students only because of

the Community Learning Center at our school.



I urge vou to support HB 1370. It will be for the right reason: The opportunity allowing parents
. to decide to place their child in a supervised educational activity based setting that enhances their

child’s educational skills.

Sincerely,
; /w(/ fors ’Ljrfw

Margaret Woodiwiss




#4 Westfield Circle
Minot, ND 58701
January 28, 2007

Dear House Education Commiftee,

I am writing to you in regards to HB 1370. As a teacher at Roosevelt
Elementary School in Minot, I have seen the positive impact that an
after school program has on children. The 21st Century Community
Learning Center has made a huge difference in the lives of the children
and parents of our school. It is a safe, affordable, Iearning;based
program. Not only is it a place for children to go when their parents
are at work, but it isa place'where children are given opportunities to
get help with homework, build academic skills, and experience new
things. I feelitis essential we continue to provide an after school

program for our children, and HB 1370 will allow us to do so.

Thank you for all you are doing for education in North Dakota. I am
hopeful you will support HB 1370.

Sincerely,

(kg Whetd. (15807

Kara White




. Minot ND 58701

|
|
|
1829 oth St SW
January 26, 2007

\

Dear House Education Committee,

This letter is in regards to HB 1370. | am asking for your full support for our after school
programs.

As an educator, | see the benefits that after school programs provide. Our students are
given a positive atmosphere, filled with various educational activities. The students are

given a structured environment that is affordable and safe.

. As a parent and educator, | would love to have my own child participate in this program.

For this to happen, | ask for your support in keeping our after school programs going.
Please, vote in support of HB 1370. . \

Sincerely,

e
e

Eagf:»z//}/ /ﬂf’ 77

Kristy L. Sinner



1433 9th St. SW
Minot, ND 58701

January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee:

I am writing to urge you to support HB 1370 for after school programns. As a staff

member at a school with such a program for our students, I can see firsthand

how after schoo! programs benefits the students.

Our program provides a safe, low-cost, structured program for children who do
. not have parents at home at the end of the school day. Our parents need to have

an income to support their families, and we need to help them by offering the

opportunity of a strong after school program. HB 1370 will allow us to continue

with our after school program.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
¢ .
J//?Wj%ﬂfﬁw o
Shelly Leapard




418 4th St. NW

Minot,ND 58703

January 25, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

| would like to urge you to support HB1370 for after school
programs. As a employee of a school with such a program for our
students, | have a firsthand look at what a wonderful program this

has become.

Our school provides a safe, low-cost, structured program for our
children and their parents who need to support their families. This
is a safe haven for children to thrive in instead of going home to a
empty house. HB 1370 will allow us to continue this great program.
Please support HB 1370 for after school programs. Thank you for

your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

%Mﬁf‘-& /-25-07

Lori Nyre



“As a classroom teacher I have come to appreciate ESP for
several reasons. First of all, ESP provides a structured
setting for students to complete homework and prepare for
tests. This in turn helps to foster personal responsibility and
accountability. Secondly, ESP provides fun activities such
as swimming and art projects that students thoroughly
enjoy. I would have to say that ESP is a win-win
program!”

Linda Serrano

5™ grade teacher

Mary Stark Elementary
Mandan, ND




I am writing on the behalf of the after school program at Mary
Stark Elementary school in Mandan. As classroom teacher,
academic reinforcement and parent communication has been
invaluable. This especially applies when students are in the need of
teacher directed tutoring. Also, this program adds one more
tangent in the area of parent to school communication. I truly
believe this program helps those who need it most.

Cleo Kopp

1* grade teacher

Mary Stark Elementary
Mandan, ND




As educators I believe we are beginning to recognize the tremendous benefits a quality
after-school program can provide. Because they offer an array of activities not always
available during the traditional school day, these programs give students many
opportunities for growth and learning they might not find elsewhere,

I have found that after-school programs can enhance children’s interest and ability in
reading, develop new skills and interest, show improved school attendance, and turn in
more and better quality homework.

There 1s growing evidence that after-school programs are paying off and I support the
continuation of this program.

Dave Steckler, Principal
Mary Stark School



Testimony of Cody M. Carik, Site Coordinator
21% Century Community Learning Centers
Bismarck/Mandan
House Bill 1370
Pioneer Room
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2007

Chairperson Kelsch and Members of the House Education Committee, | am
Cody Carik, the site coordinator at Custer Elementary School. The Extended

School Program at Custer services 24 youths and their families. | am here today

to show support for HB 1370.

| have attached a sheet of statistics outlining the results that our kids have been
showing from the fall of 2005 to the fall of 2006. As you can see, what we do
with these kids is truly amazing. Although the data is impressive, | believe it's the
daily positive impact that programs like these make on today's youth that help
them become tomorrow’'s community leaders. The social and academic time that
is spent with muitiple age groups, cultures, and adult role models cannot truly be
measured. Programs that are funded by bills, such as HB 1370, provide these
kids with safe opportunities to express themselves in a positive and structured
manner. If at anytime a member of this committee would have any questions or
like a tour of our program, | would happily set aside time to converse with
anyone. The impact of the Extended School Program, and programs of its
nature, is not seen in a day, a week, or even a month. It is harnessed by the
youth that we work with and it's molded into the bright light of their dreams,

hopes, and futures.




That is why | am strongly encouraging a “Do Pass” on HB 1370, as it will

continue to help light the way for today’s youth to be the best they can be. Thank

you.



Custer Elementary School’s Extended School Program Statistics

3rd grade reading table fall "05- fall ‘06

ESP 173.8 184.6 187 13.7 increase
Rest 173.6 183.3 183.92 10.32 increase
3rd grade math table fall "05- fall 06

ESP 181 192.2 193 12 increase |
Rest 185 190.4 190.1 5.1 increase |
4" orade reading table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 185.25 198.25 205.5 20.25 increase
Rest 181.86 195 200.6 18.14 increase
4™ grade math table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 190.5 201.75 203.5 13 increase

Rest 189.5 201.25 202.125 12.625 increase
5" grade reading table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 199.25 202.75 203.25 4 increase

Rest 195.8 205 204.125 8.325 increase
5" orade math table fall *05- fall ‘06

ESP 201.25 209.75 209.25 | § increase

Rest 202 211.35 208.69 | 6.60 increase

- From the spring of 2006 to the fall of 2006, the children enrolled in the Extended

School Program had an increase of 3.4 points in their reading scores. The three grade

average was an increase of .14 points. The children enrolled in the Extended School

Program had an increase of .64 points in their math scores. The three grade average was

an increase of .43

points.

- one student, who 1s in the Extended School Program, from the time of RIT testing n

spring of 2006 to RIT testing in the fall of 2006, her reading score climbed 21 points,

from 213-234. This is from her 3" grade year to her 4" grade year.

- another student’s score climbed from 188 to 197 in math and from 180 to 197 in

reading, while the class average was in the negative. This was from her 4" grade year to

her 5" grade year.

- another student’s score climbed 16 points in reading and his math scored climbed 11

points. This was from the spring of his 3™ grade year to the fall of his 4" grade year.



January 30, 2007
Education Committee
Pioneer Room, 9:00 a.m.

. Testimony for HB 1370 by Michelle Effertz, ESP Site Coordinator

Chairperson Kelsch and committee members,

My name is Michelle Effertz. I am the Site Coordinator for the Extended School Program
at Roosevelt Elementary School i1 Mandan and I am in favor of HB 1370, My program,
which has 33 students enrolled, provides a safe and economical place for children to go
when they are not in school. Parents have expressed concern that their children in a
daycare setting may not be able to interact with others their age and their cost of enrolling
the children in part-time daycare is prohibitive. In addition, this program helps students
develop their socialization skills; improve their physical fitness and their grades. The

Extended School Program also gives students a chance to explore other skills by taking

. them to swimming and marshal arts lessons. We have certified elementary school’

teachers who work with our students after school. Our ESP students have outperformed
classmates who are not enrolled in the program. For example, students in third grade
scored almost 5 poinis higher on their RIT reading scores from the previous year. Our
fourth grade students outscored the non ESP students in both reading and math, with 7
more points in RIT reading and 3 in RIT math scores from the previous year. I have one
fourth grade student who has made great progress, gaining 21 points on her RIT reading
score and 18 points on her RIT math score in one year. This year, she has also gone from
reading at a 3.2 grade level to a 4.0 grade level in just four months.

The academic component is very important but is not the only reason we need programs

such as this to continue. We help to reinforce the life skills students learn at school and at

. home that will help these chiidren succeed as adults. Students learn to develop self- 7/
\1
A\
\“@L}




Testimony of David Richter, Coordinator
Great Northwest Education Cooperative
House Bill 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room

January 30, 2007

Chailman Kelsch and members of the Committee, I am David Richter the Coordinator of
the Great Northwest Education Cooéerative which was created by Joint Powers
Agreement between 16 school districts in NW North Dakota in July of 2005. I am here

today in support of HB 1370, which provides funding for after school programs that

qualify under the 21% Ceritury Community Learning Centers.

We were awarded a 21% Century Community Learning Centers grant for k-6 in the fall of
2005 and started our first program in October of that year. This year, we have 358

students in 7 school districts at 12 sites. Our total numbers have increase by nearly 100

since last year. Enrollment at Burke Central has neérly doubled. The enrollment numbers

at all of our sites have increased over last year. Nothonly have the total numbers of
students increased the average daily attendance at all of our schools is over 70%. The
students in Trenton are dedicated to this program. S‘ome even chose to attend after school
program over dance and other activities. They are enthusiastic and excited when they
come through the door. The themes chosen for the program for the year are engaging for

the students.

Several school districts in our service area have inquired about starting programs but at
the current time we do not have the funding to add any more programs. One of the things

we will have to address for next year is limiting enrollment in our current programs.



Each of our programs has unique qualities but all spend 70 % of their time on academic
enrichment activities; math, reading, science. Since we are only in our second year, we
do not have the state testing results as other schools. But the Star Reading Test shows that
80% of the students in the Bowbells after school program are now reading at or above
their grade level. Reading out side of the school has also increased for the Bowbells
students, as it has at other sites. NWEA results from the Williston after school program
showed higher overall improvement in math and reading scores for students who attended
the program. In Trenton, before and after tests showed an average score imbrovement of

nearly 50% in math and 40% in reading with several students doubling their test scores.

A good example of how these programs can enhance academics is in Ray, the students in
the after sbhool program have developed a great basic knowledge of the Spanish
language. Even the very young students are picking up numbers, color words, and some
othef common terminology. They read stories in Spanish which helps develop their

comprehension skills at the same time.

Parents praise our programs, teachers are pleased with the improvements in student

performance, and most importantly students are getting the extra help they need to

succeed.



Testimony of Suzie Odegaard, Site Coordinator
Mary Stark Elementary
21% Century Community Learning Centers
Mandan, North Dakota
House Bill 1370
Pioneer Room, 9:00am
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2007

Good morning Chairperson Kelsch and members of the House Education
Committee, My name is Suzie Odegaard, and | am the Site Coordinator at Mary
Stark Elementary school in Mandan, part of the 215! Century Community
l.earning Center. | am here today in support of Bill 1370.

One parent states — “a program like this is needed especially for single working
moms like myself. My son loves to go to the Extended School Program; the staff
is wonderful and always has fun activities for the kids to do. | need to be to work
by 7:30 and when | heard about the morning program, | was happy to be able to
drob my son off and get to work on time.”

The students and parents that are part of the Extended School Program are
looking for a safe, caring and educational place for their students to go before
and after school hours. This program provides that.

Extended School Program offers tutoring and a time for homework to be
completed, this in turn provides these families with quality time to spend together,
not having to worry if their son or daughter has their homework completed. 2
students who struggle with math increased their letter grade froma D to a B,
since participating in Extended School Program.

| appreciate having the opportunity to present to you and | encourage a “Do

Pass” on HB 1370. Thank you.



A Bk

ST. THOMAS PuUuBLIC SCHOOL

House Education Committee

600 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505 PO Box 150

375 Herltage Street
St. Thomas, ND 58276
Phone: fb1';25?£424
Fax; 701-257-6461

January 26, 2007
Dear Members of the House Education Committee:

As a 36-year veteran of the teaching profession, I would like to lend my E-mail:" -

support of HB 1370, legislation to keep our after-school program intact. Kay.Barker@sendit.nodak.edu
When the after-school program was initiated in our school two years ago, I v

was skeptical about the number of students who would participate and the

long-term effects this program would have on our students’ education. The

program’s success has made me a believer of the ESP program!

The number of students who utilize our after-school program simply amazes
me. We are a school of predominantly low economic children, but a high
percentage of children of all socio-economic levels utilize this program.

The breakfast program enables ali students to start the day with their most
important meal, and the extended school program allows our students’ par-
ents to go to work knowing their children are well-fed and well-cared for.
Homework helpers give assistance to those students who need a little extra
help completing their homework, again assisting those working parents who
may not have the time to spend completing homework assignments with
their children.

As a junior high English teacher, I can attest to the improvements my stu-
dents involved with the after-school tutoring have made in their academic
endeavors. Those students who often came to class without their homework
completed or adequately done now come fully prepared with much im-
proved assignments if they have attended the after-school tutoring program.
I have also noticed an improvement in self-confidence because these stu-
dents are improving their grades and study skills.

Losing this program would be a huge detriment to our community, school,
and, most importantly, our students.

Sincerely,




Jan 29 2007 2:18PHM HP LASERJET FAX

House Education Commitize:

1 am writing to you to ask for your support of House Bill 1370, which appropriates funds
for after school learning program grants. I realize that there is not enough money to go
around when appropriating funds. So, it is essential that when money is appropriated, it
must go towards a program that is going to have an immediate and effective impact. I feel
after school learning programs meet this criteria and go beyond. Look at these facts:

» 60 - 70% of the after-school program time is devoted to academic enrichment
activities,

» Students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and reading.

» Test results have indicated that students participating in after-school programs
improve at a higher rate in their academic subjects vs. the students hot involved in
after-school programs.

> After-school programs offer a safe and structured environment where students can
receive help with homework while offering them a fun environment for positive
socialization.

When I began taking classes for my master’s degree, a very intelligent education
professor told me that if you are in education, you must believe that all chifdren can learn.
1 firmly believe this. However, not all children learn at the same pace. Just like each child
will walk at a different age, so0 to will students Jearn at different paces. The after-school
program gives students the one thing that they might need to learn....more time.

Thank you for your time and I hope you are able to appropriate funds to keep this
wonderful program alive.

Michael Shea, Elementary Principal
Thompson Public School
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.3 Comparison of Math Test Scores and Reading Scores
' 2004-2005 and 2005-2006

General School population, students who are not in ESP,

Math
increase 5.5%

Reading

decrease
52%

ESP Students.

Math
increase of 6.0%

Reading
increase of 5.8%




Letter of Support
North Valley Extended School Project — Cavalier, ND site
House Bill 1370
House Education Committee
Pioneer Room
January 30, 2007

Chairman Kelsch and members of the Committee, I am Kari Helgoe, the site
director for Cavalier’s after school project, part of the North Valley Extended
School Project. I am writing to you in support of HB 1370, which provides funding

for after school learning programs.

I have been site director at Cavalier for the past six years and have witnessed many
different student success stories as a result of their receiving extended school
services. We have been fortunate enough to have been able to open our school’s
doors to the community and offer our youth a safe place to be before school, to
challenge their minds and expand their understanding and knowledge with after
school activities and projects. We help them master new concepts and skills,
motivate them to try new activities and increase their enthusiasm for learning.

We’ve even extended their learning adventures with summer school programming.

Our project’s motto each day, put simply, is keep kids safe and smart. This is a
concentrated effort by our program’s staff which is comprised of both certified
teaching staff and para-professionals. After school programs are increasingly
expected to provide children with a safe, positive learning environment — and
reinforce learning, support student academic achievement, increase attendance
during the school day and help reduce grade retention. Daily activities are mapped
out in accordance with the North Dakota Content and Achievement Standards with
special emphasis in the areas of reading, math and science. Academics from the day
classrooms are reinforced with “active” and “hands-on” after school games and

lessons.



Our school, our families and the surrounding community has stood behind our
program from day one, supporting our efforts with in-kind contributions, donations
and often programming materials. Our after school programming involves the
entire community in the education of our students during the non-traditional hours
with over 25 different partnerships ranging from the local recreational department

to ND State Parks to NDSU Extension services to the public library.

But you’ve heard all this before. But have you heard about the relationships that are

built between after school students, their peers and their teachers?

If you ask the children and young people what they are looking for in an after
school program an important element is the supportive relationships they build and
nurture with others. There is overwhelming evidence that the presence of supportive
relationships is one of the most critical factors in the positive development of
children and young people. In the research on childhood resiliency, it ranks as the
leading indicator in predicting whether they’ll become healthy and productive
adults — regardless of their economic circumstances or other risk factors.
Relationships after school are different than those built during the day. Staff has the
time to interact on a more personal level as activities are implemented.
Encouragement and smiles are handed out in fistfuls. Conflict resolution is taught
on a recurring basis. Pride for accomplishments completed is heartfelt and

satisfying on everyone’s part.

Many of the children we work with would be going home to an empty house.
Working parents still have an hour or two of work to complete. Technically, for
many of the students they can legally be alone for that time, but no one is there to
help keep them on task or tell them “good job” when they finish a project or
assignment. Do we really want the television or computer to be their companion
until someone else gets home? Is an hour or two a day just enough time for a child
predator to introduce themselves through the family computer? Or what about the

boredom that sends the children outside in search of others to pal around with? It



only takes seconds for an incident to occur to an unattended child. Where is the

relationship while a child waits alone for Mom and Dad to come home?

Families in Cavalier have been blessed to have after school services available to
them through the 21* Century Community Learning Center grants. Many of our
neighboring towns have inquired as to how we fund our program and I am happy to
inform them about 21* Century funding. But I also know that as more inquire and
apply, less can be done to assist those already in existence. Fewer and fewer children

will have safe havens to turn learn in.

I have visited various after school programs in the nation and North Dakota’s
projects are getting it done right! But without further support for this educational
opportunity after school programming in North Dakota will languish. Now is the
time to step up and take action concerning the youth of our state. State funding is
needed to continue our programs and expand them so that all youth in North

Dakota have access to quality, safe and enriching after school programs.

Chairman Kelsch and committee members, it is with experience and passion that 1

urge a do pass on HB 1370.

Sincerely,
Kari Helgoe,
Site Director, Cavalier Public School Extended School Project




Jan. 26, 2007

House Education Committee
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to try and encourage our legislature to continue funding our
school’s ESP programs. I am a Title 1 teacher. I also work in our school’s ESP program. I
open our school each day about 7:00 am and work with our students until 8:30 each
morning. | feel this is a very beneficial program because our children have a place to
come before school when their parents work early. They also get a chance to receive a
nutritional breakfast each day and most important of all they have a chance to come and
receive individual instruction about any subject they may need help with. They have
chance to study for upcoming tests through the use of computers, games, worksheets, and
teacher drills.

I also help with the ESP program after-school. I feel this is a good program also for our
children. The children are exposed to many fun filled learning activities that they may not
have a chance to do if they would go home and be by themselves. Some parents work
later, so children would otherwise go home and not have anyone to help with their many
questions about their homework.

I know the children enjoy the programs and so do our parents. We have many children
signed up for our morning and afternoon programs. We also have a fantastic turnout
when we have our Family Night activities. Both children and parents express their
positive support and appreciation of our program. Parents are very happy to be able to
have a place to bring their children in the mornings when they need to be at work earlier
than regular school-time.

I feel that the funding.is very worthwhile and necessary for our smail schools to help our
community, parents, teachers, and children succeed. Our children need to have a place to
be where they feel safe, can learn and have fun, and so parents do not need to worry
about their children. With the funding of our ESP program we all in our communities
benefit because we all get a chance to become successful.

Sincerely,

Bonna Littlejohn ﬂ
St. Thomas Public School




PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 78

P.0. Box 240
oard of Education: Park River, North Dakota 58270 Kirk Ham, Superintendent
‘wes Chyle, President TELEPHONE (701) 284-7164//FAX (701) 284-7936 David K. Beckman, Principal
rad Brummond www,parkriver.k12.nd.us High School
Jana Hankey Brenda Nilson, Principal
Diana Hahn Elementary
Kenneth Hylden Rebecca Svobodny, Business Manager

Dear House Education Committee,

It causes me great concern to hear that no continuation 21st Century Grants will be awarded for the

2008-2009 school year. State funding is crucial to the sustainability of the extended school

program in our school district.

Currently around 55 students attend our extended school program on a regular basis. This program

ensures that students in grades K-8 have a safe, caring environment both before and after school.

Our extended school program’s vision is to provide daily activities that improve students’ academic skills,
.havior, health and estecem. We see a significant positive impact on students who attend

this program. The benefits are countiess!

I would strongly urge you to support House Bill No. 1370 which will provide grants to school districts

for after school learning programs. Funding will help our students continue to Soar Beyond Expectations!

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Brenda Nilson

Elementary Principal
Park River Elementary School

The mission of the Park River Schools is to Promote Learning for all People in a Positive & Caring Atmosphere. The Park River School District
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, or handicap in its employment policies/practices.
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. January 29, 2007

To House of Education Committee;

1 have three children in our after school program at Thompson Public School. The
extended school program has been wonderful for my children. The program provides a
safe, supervised and structured place for my kids to go before and after school. Not only
does the program help my children socially, but academically, they focus on reading,
math and science. When the teachers are presenting the different academic subject areas
to the children, they do so in a way that is fun and encourages the children to want to
leam. The program also provides homework assistance, which has been a tremendous
help to my children in boosting their academic achievement.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter on the importance of our after-school
program in Thompson, North Dakota.

Sincerely,

Wendy Ackerman



PARK RIVER PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 78

P.O. Box 240
Board of Education: Park River, North Dakota 58270 Harold Knoll, Superintendent
mes Chyle, President TELEPHONE - (701) 284-7164  FAX - (701) 284-7936 David K. Beckman, Principal
nneth Hylden www.parkriver.k12.nd.us High Scheol
Jana Hankey Brenda Nilsen, Principal
Diana Hahn Elementary
Brad Brummond Rebecea Svobodny, Business Manager

January 26, 2007

Dear House Education Committee,

| am David Beckman, a grades 7-12 principal in Park River, North Dakota. | am writing
this letter in support of the state providing funding for extended school programs. We
have been able to offer ESP opportunities to students in grades K-8 since the fall of
2001. The benefits the program has provided for our youth and community during this
time have been numerous.

‘room what | understand after the 2007-08 school year the federal funding for ESP will

longer be available and if the state does not provide a means of replacing this funding
many schools would be forced to terminate or downsize their programs as they could not
afford to offer them. [ believe that the state providing funding for the ESP program is a
wise investment for the state

[ would encourage all committee members to support legislation providing state funding
that would allow schools to continue to provide this important program to students and
communities.

Sincerely,

N.ORM

David Beckman



Jan 29 07 12:24p Adams-Edmore Elementary 701-944-2700

January 29, 2007

To the legislators of North Dakota: Representatives — Vigesaa, Kingsbury, Mueller, and
Solberg and Senators — Krauter and Olafson,

The Extended School Project has provided supervised activities for the Adams Edmore
School District for the last three years in grades K-12. There is homework assistance at
the high school level and at the elementary level. The children enrolled in this project
participate in a wide range of activities that include reading, science, and math in a safe
environment where there needs are the primary focus. Our school has shown much
progress in the arcas of math and reading on our standardized assessments.

Our school has received funding to support the staff to instruct the program along with
funding to purchase educational supplies, consumable supplies, and technology supplies.

The Extended Schoo! Program has been a great asset to our school and community and 1
am requesting that continued support be provided at the state level.

. Adams Edmore ESP site director

(ormicmicchen’

Connie Michels

p.2
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Larimore Public Schoals
Member North Central Associntinn School Board: '
Larimore Public Sthaol District No, 44 Terry Trosen, President

300 Booth Avenue. P.O. Box 769 Tim Ferrell, Viee President

Latimore, ND 58251-0769 . Pau! Hofer, Dircctor
' Iennifer Johnsow, Dircctor

Jen Verkuehlen, Director
Shauna Sather, Business Manager

Superintendent High Schoo) Principal Elementary Principal
Roger Abbe Pam Cronin Leslie Wiegandt
Roper. Abbe@sendit. npdak.edu Pamnla.Cropin@sendit.nodak.cdu Leslie.A. Wiceandt@sendit.nodak edu
Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908 Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343.2908 Phone: 343-2249 Fax: 343-24463
January 24, 2007

Chairman and Commiltee Members,

I am writing this letter in support of funding for extended school programs in the state of North
Dakota (HB 1370). Inmy role as superintendent in thc Midway and Tarimore school districts, |
have seen the value these program have to the academic and personal well-being of the students.
Students get additional help with homework or areas in which they are struggling, Innovative
methods, including integration of the arts and physical activity, are used to reinforee concepts in
mathematics and language arts. Families are brought together at least once a month to cnjoy |

special projects together. And this is all done in a safe and supportive environment,

Too many children go home to empty houses and have litile or no support with homework. The
extended school programs in my districts have been a vital tool {or addressing this. The districts
are willing to continue to do their parts in supporting the extended school programs. In addition,
parents have comc to value the programs so highly that they have voiced a willingness to help
where they can, even though many of these parents have virtually no extra income to put toward
this. This is a statewide need that needs state support. T strongly cncourage you to support the

 students and parents of North Dakota by supporting and passing HB 1370. Thank you.
Sinccrely,

Roger Abbe, Superintendent

Larimore and Midway Public School Districts.

68
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Larimaone Public Schoaels
Member North Central Association School Board:
Larimore Public Schoel Districi No, 44 Teny Trosen, President
300 Booth Avenue. PO, Box 769 Tim Farrell, Vice President
Larimore, ND 582510769 : Paui Hofer, Dircctor

Jennifer Johoson, Director
Jen Verluehlen, Director
Shauna Sather, Business Manager

Superintendent - : High School Principat Elementary Principal
Roger Abbe Pam Cremin Leslie Wiepandt -
Roger Abbe@sendit.nodak edu Pamela Cronin@senditnodak.cdu  Leslie A. Wiegandt@sendit.nodak edu
Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908 Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908 Phone: 343-2249 Fax: 343-2463
To UWhom Ft May Concern: Janusry 29,2007

Froriz Pienn /@ua(oﬁ, 5% ymde teachex ml

25 Extended, Sohool ptoytm

The Extoncod Sehool Program is on theix thivd year at out school and I have been Joatt of it
for all of the years. Theve is always 30 much leatning to be done, and after school is a great
way fot some oj the stadents fo leatn ¢ bit moze than zj they would be “Just going home ”
after school. 9 have been jactt off activities to enhance theiz lea'w}zg in witing, math, end
seience. I hawe tried to do aetivities with the students that we normally wouldn’t have time
for during the school dag. Some activities heve been writing paoetry fot the nursing home
xesidents to enfoy, writing a monthly newspaper jzom the Extended School Program
atudents, veview of math & science skills asing & Jeopardy game, and many other activities.

The Extonded School Program in oat school is saceesspal for those students that need the
extra kelp. Duxing the Homework Club time, the stadents axe able to complete thair
homewotk with & teacher thete to helpa them if they atre unsuve whet the assignment is asking.

- Tor many stacents, this is cn advantage becanse not alf students have parents at Aome that
would be able to help them on theix assignments. The Homework Club time also gives the
students the time to vead books and take feceletatod Moader tests. Sometimes thete & not
a‘!wyj time in the a&zy to gef these “axtec ” tasks mmyg{etad

9 jee/ the Extended Sehool pto;tﬁm at our school has been .mcceuja[ and D would Lke to
see i continue for the childzen,

57
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Larimore Public Schoals

Member North Central Association - Schoal Borrd:
Larimore Public Schoo) District No. 44 Tetry Trosen, President
300 Booth Avenue. P.O. Box 769 Tim Farrell, Vice President
Larimore, ND 582510769 Paul Hofer, Director
Jennifer Johnson, Dircctor
Jen Verkuehlen. Director
Shauna Sather, Dusiness Manager
Superintendent High School Principal Elernentary Principal
Roger Abbe Pam Cronin Leslic Wiegandt
Roger. Abbe@sendit.nodak edu Pamela Cronin@sendit.nodak.edy  Leslie A Wiegandii@sendit nodak,cdu
Pbone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908  Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908 Phone: 343-2249 Fax: 343-2463
Jamuary 29, 2007

Our school offers Homework Club as a part of the Extended School Program (ESP)
experience. Parents and students have great regard for this program.

Many of the students that participate in Homework Club need the setting that it provides;
many students have no quiet space in their home to complete their work. There is a teacher that
can assist students with their assignments, supplies are provided for students, and time to study
for tests.

As a teacher that works with Homework Club students, I see classroom teachers that are
very satisfied with the results from Homework Club. Students are coming to class with
assignments completed and ready to continue on to the next lesson.

This is a program that has reaped many rewards for our students.

Sincerely,

Haddy Lo

Kathy Sleeper
Title I Reading Specialist
Larimore Elementary School
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Larimore Public Scheals
Member North Central Association Sehool Board:
Larimore Public School Disttict No. 44 Terry Troscn, President
300 Booth Avenue, T.0. Box 765 Tim Farrell, Viec President
Larimore, ND 58251-0769 Paul Hofer, Director
Jermifer Johnson, Director
Jen Verkuchlen, Director
Shouna Sather, Business Manager

Superintendent l High School Principal Elementary Principal
Roger Abbe Pam Cronin . Leslie Wiegandt
Roger. Abbe(@sendit nodak,edu Pamel[a.Cronin@sendit.nodak.edu Leslie A, Wiegandt@sendit.nodak.edu

Phone: 343-2366 Fax: 343-2908 Phone: 343-2366 Fax' 343-2908 Phone: 343-2249 Fax: 343-2463

January 29, 2007

Chairman and Committee Members,

1 am writing this letter in support of funding for extended school programs in the state of
North Dakota (HB 1370). In my role as Kindergarten teacher, Homework Club teacher,
and Extended School Program teacher, I have seen the value these programs have to the
academic and personal well-being of our students. Students receive additional one-on- .
one assistance with homework and/or areas in which they are struggling. Students
receive support, supplies, and a positive, safe environment. Students are exposed fo
extended learning opportunities such as the Arts and physical activities while receiving
varied instructional lessons in science, reading/language arts, and math, My colleagues

. and parents have openly expressed their appreciation for the program and the positive
affects it is having on our children.

Working parents today have little time to work with their child and have increased
dependence on the schools to meet all of their child’s academic needs. Many of our
parents have devoted support and help to our program in terms of voluntecring and
supporting our “Family Nights” but do not have the financial resources to support the
extended school program monetarily. We need financial support from the state to ensure
the continued success of our Extended School Program. Please support and pass HB
1370. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Soar Puddso

Stacie Pulford, Kindergartefy'teacher
Larimore Elementary School




St. Thomas Public School

Extended School Project

P.O. Box 150
St. Thomas, North Dakota 58276
701-257-6424

Iynde.kennelly@sendit.nodak.edu
January 29, 2007
Re:  House Bill No. 1370
Dear House Education Committee Members:

I am the Site Director of the St. Thomas Public School Extended School Program. T am
expressing my support of House Bill No. 1370 for future funding for our Extended School
Programs.

Through the Extended School Program, our youth have been provided with the opportunity to
stay in a safe environment with positive models during before and after school hours;
socialize with their peers in a healthy manner; receive assistance with homework: engage in
enriching activities that may otherwise not be available to them during school hours; learn
about fair play as they participate in recreational activities: learn how to engage in a healthy
lifestyle through prevention activities and they have become actively involved in our
community.

In our elementary program, kindergarten through 6™ grade, 44 out of our 53 students use
the before and/or afterschool program. Comparing CTB testing scores to report how
students in the program have improved compared to students not in the program is hard to
show when there are only 9 students not involved in the program. The improvement of
students completing homework assignments and showing improvement in their overall behavior
has been amazing to witness over the past couple of years.

T am so glad we have had the opportunity to provide the students in 5t. Thomas all we do
through the before and afterschool program and hope we wili be able to continue this

wonderful program for our youth in the years to come.

Sincerely,

At %M/y

Lynde Kennelly
ESP Site Manager
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;l Addﬁiteg—_,,_f Total: 196 Conﬁgure..‘_ Status: Enabled

Visible: 196 Reports: Summary and Detail

1. Untitled Page

1. Your school:

Response Response
Percent Total

Adams-Edmore i 4.1% ]
Cavalier |Rikas 12.8% 25
Grafton g 23% 45
Larimore St 9.7% 19

Midway Kl 5.6% 11
Minto}f R 9.2% 18

Park River 10.2% 20
St. Thomas & 10.7% 21
Thompson g 14.8% 29
Total Respondents 196

{skipped this question) 0

2. Number of your children attending ESP:

Response Response
Percent Total

58.5% 114
34.9% 68
4.1% 8
2.6% 5

Total Respondents 195

(skipped this question) 1
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Response Response
Percent Total

. 3. Has your child(ren) attended ESP more than 30 days this year?

97.9% 187

Yes i
No 2.1% 4

Total Respondents 191

(skipped this question) 5

4. Do you believe that ESP has helped your child(ren) with turning homework in on time?

Response Response
Percent Total

81.1% 150

7% 13

11.9% 22
Total Respondents 185
(skipped this question) 11

rieiz|| Total Respondents 160 k

(skipped this question) 36

. 5. Explain "how" ESP has helped your child with homework:

6. Do you believe that ESP has improved your child's reading and writing?

Response Response
Percent Total

Yes g 69.9% 135
No § 9.3% 18
20.7% 40

Somewhat &
Total Respondents 193

{skipped this question) 3

7. Do you believe ESP has improved your child(ren)'s participation in class?

Response Response
Percent Total

76.3% 145
No 6.3% 12
17.4% 33 (

Somewhat
Total Respondents 190 -

5/12/2006
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{skipped this question} 6
8. Have ESP activities improved your child{ren)'s readiness to learn.

Response Response
Percent Total

76.6% 147
5.7% 11
17.7% 34
Total Respondents 192
(skipped this question) 4

9. Does participation with ESP improve your child{ren)'s daily attendance in school?

Response Response
Percent Total

60% 114
26.8% 51
Somewhat Rkl 13.2% 25
Total Respondents 190
(skipped this question) 6

10. Do you believe that ESP activities support your child{ren) academically?

Response Response
Percent Total

91.2% 176

1% 2

Somewhat Fad 7.8% 15
Total Respondents 193

(skipped this question) 3

11. Has your child(ren)'s attitude or performance toward academics improved because of ESP?

Response Response
Percent Total

Yes AR 69.1% 132

No 8.4% 16
Somewhat kg 22.5% 43
Total Respondents 191

(skipped this question) 5

. 12. Do you believe that ESP has improved your child(ren}'s day-to-day living skills?

5/12/2006
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Response Response
Percent Total

68.4% 130

B.4% 16

23.2% 44

Total Respondents 190
{skipped this question) 6

13. Do you believe that ESP has improved your child{ren)'s physical fithess/healith?

Response Response
Percent Total

Yes R el 69.5% 132

No skl 11.1% 21
Somewhat R 19.5% 37
Total Respondents 190

{skipped this question) 6

14. Is there satisfactory communication between ESP and parents/families?

Response Response
Percent Total

Yoo ki 86% 166
No |} 1.6% 3
Somewhat [ 12.4% 24
Total Respondents 193
(skipped this question) 3

15. Has ESP influenced your child{ren)'s behavior positively?

Response Response
Percent Total

B5.6% 161

2.1% 4

Somewhat fg 12.2% 23
Total Respondents 188

(skipped this question) 8

16. Did ESP improve your child{ren)'s socialization with other students.

Response Response .
Percent Total k

87.2% 170

5/12/2006
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No B 3.6% 7

Somewhat R 9.2% 18

. Total Respondents 195
(skipped this question) 1

17. Did you attend family nights?

Response Response
Percent Total

Yes SRERR 76.8% 149

No IR 6.7% 13
Somewhat g 16.5% 32
Total Respondents 194

(skipped this question) 2

18. Was the after school snack beneficial to your child(ren)?

Response Response

Percent Total
Yes i 83.6% 158

No | 1.6% 3

(. Most of the time 14.8% 28
Total Respondents 189

{skipped this question) 7

19. Were ESP staff available when needed?

Response Response
Percent Total

P S R 97.4% 185
No 0% 0
Somewhat § 2.6% 5
Total Respondents 190
{skipped this question) 6

20. If you answered "somewhat" to any question, please explain here.

3w Total Respondents 73

{skipped this question) 123

( . 21. List or describe strengths of the ESP program in your school.

Total Respondents 151

5/1212006
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(skipped this question) 45

22. List or describe areas that you would like to see the ESP improve:

(%] Total Respondents o1

(skipped this question} 105

23. Please add additional comments regarding changes in attitudes, behavior and performance
of your chiid(ren) as a result of the ESP.

Total Respondents 79

(skipped this question} 117

24. In the future, how would you be willing to support the continuation of this program?

Response Response
Percent Total

Time i 48.3% 85

Donations 63.1% 111

Fees R 32.4% 57
Supplies/Materiats SN 60.8% 107
Other {please specify) W 11.4% 20

Total Respondents 176

(skipped this question) 20
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Copyright ©1999-2006 SurveyMonkey.com. All:Rights. Reserved.
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Explain "how" ESP has helped your child with homework:

1.

3

EE BEEBEEEEEwe nepoow

There are extra help there who can help when there is free time. They will work with the child one on
one,

ESP helps Sara mostly because she has a hard time understanding her homework and I am either not
home to help her understand or can't explain it to her so she can understand.

Its nice to have it done before we get home.

They dont complete any homework at ESP. It is very disappointing!
They get it done right away.Their grades have improved

I done on time and It has been checked for errors

I don't know that my children are being helped homework wise, I have asked in the past to have them
complete their homework at ESP but they have always come home without getting any homework done.

Homework Club - tutoring available after school

They do not have as much homework when they get home.

They bring home no homework because they finish it in ESP.

Allows them structured time after school to complete hormework. Assistance from staff as needed.
THey read their reading stories and practice spelling words.

ESP helps with homework so there is not much or any to do at night time.

My child practices his new vocabulary words and spelling words.

homework is done and has helped at home with getting it done before meal time

problems are checked and corrected by my child

it is always done and neatly put away

_Gé;"ting the .work done Immediately after school. When they come home they prefer to play. Also having

" assistants to help with-questions and listen

yes its more motivation for her because of esp I am thankful

ESP has helped greatly RE: homework It's nice to know timne is spent helping them with homework and

5/12/2006
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B F

FFE BEBERBEBR BRP BREBRBREBRERBRE B RERRRB

study, studying skiils, spelling words, structure

I have noticed a big Improvement in the homework and they have thelr homework done when they get
home.

routine & help with homework

she's in kindergarten, no homework yet

they have one on one time with desiginated peopie and the homework classroom helps a great deal
Every day hnomework room and a certified teacher helping with homework.

They have been great in getting the homework dene prior to coming home which is a great benefit with
the reading and speliing he has to do also. It allows more time for my son to work on other projects also.

They make sure that they are done and did it correctly. If need assistance they separate them from the
other children so it is quiet.

My children have access to their teachers for extra tutoring when necessary.

Made lots of progress with her reading and writing and her confidence. Thank you
Grade got better, they learn more after school then at home, reading has improved,.
only kindgergarten hasn't had homework yet

Having time/help set aside each day is always beneficial

Better understanding- Better organigation of time . More confidence.

It always complete when I pick up my son. It's terrific.

He had gotten a better understanding of what home work is. To be better prepared for next year.
Helped facilitate the learning process.

They practice there spelling alot. He almost always finshes his homework at ESP.
provided time and help to do it.

Last year it helped my older son to better understand his work and finish his homewaork before he came
home,. Leaving the afternoon free to spend with the rest of the family.

appripuate time to complete assignments
She is more focused to complete home work.

its done so we have more free time and just study for tests time at home. homwoork is brought to the
classrooms after copletion, so it will never get lost in the shuffle!

great for completing homework and studying for tests.

They do the homework at the time of ESP.

Catching up on heme work, time with school friends and other expeneras.
it has helped my child by keeping them on task

Gives them extra time and help with homework I am unable to at home
He has had help completing assignments.

it helps her with the contruntion of what she is learning in her class. Especially the summer esp program
it helps keep them in the mode!

She ysually gets it all done at school.

It gives him a quiet ptace to work.

S$/12/2006
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no homework yet in 1st grade but just knowing it can be heipful

Gave assistance Keep them on task. alot less hassle when they get home.
. time to study guidance

Has help with reading and math and skills.

She doesn't have homework yet!

They explain and help with homework after school.
help with reading and writing

Many times my kids have completed their homeowrk before 1 have picked them up.

Homework is done before she comes home. Then she can read a book or work on something else for
school. It is a great program.

because we typlcally get homework done at home-Elizabeth doesnt have alot of homework to complete
at esp however esp activities have enhanced her learning through computer lab and library time

The staff tries to enforce them to finish,

my son is third grade and he has finished his homework before he can have free time
Kindergarten does not have many activities More fun activities in ESP. Very good.
study speiling words time to do homework work on math

Supervised structure to get homework done after schoo! - otherwise they are on their own at home and
don't always stay focused enough to get it done. There is help when needed.

Her homework is getting done right after school. There is someone there to heip if she has questions.

SE RBFEE P PEBENRERRESY

With both parents working and personally having 3 young chlldren at home and trying to cook supper,
give baths and spend quality personal time with each child is draining. It heps to know this is one less
thing to do at night.

the boys were allowed time and help to complete homework assignments. One was even allowed to leave
the assignments here to be turned in the next day so that he wouldn't forget them at home.

Most of the time he has most of his homework started and or finished.

They always have it done by the time they get home to us.

she gets it done without an argument.

They know they have to do homework before they can do more fun things at ESP, like playing outside.
He's been able to get help with his math, spelling and study for tests.

If she has a problem with her math somecne is available to show her how to do the work.

gets help with questions they have and has scheduled "homework" time

He usually has it done by the time he gets home and all I have to do is check it over.

The wotk is done in a formal learning environment that she Is used to and in which she is comfortable. It
facilitates her asking the teacher for assistance. .

gives him more time to get it completed before he comes home which gives him more time to do other
things at home.

more after school help
Capable heip in explaining and keeping on task!

He's little more advanced in spelling, reading and math

EERR B PRNPRBEBRNRE B

Handing in homework on time

(
®

5112/2006
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When my children do not understand the homework and I am not able to help them they go in for
morning ESP for help. This also goes for afternoon ESP for the homework questions before going home.

They get help from people who are more familiar and current with education than us parents. It allows us
to have more time together at night as a family.

That one on one, plus less kids in classroom

Her grades have improved

I'm not sure it has helped her?

She understands it more. Gets better grades and learns to take her time.
If they need help the help is there. It is done in a timely matter.

ESP has helped him complete most of his work at school so when he gets home he is able to his own
thing.

Usually finished before she gets home, answers from eSP are more correst than those done at home,

My younger daughter is in Kindergarten and didn't have a lot of homework, but she did do extra
academic work in ESP that did help in her success. My other daughter is at the middie school and that did
help her concentrate more and stay on task where at home she was always sidetracked. Her grades
Improved.

My child is in kindergarten - so not much homework yet this year
Capable help in exploring and keeping on task!
My daughter has her homework completed at E.S.P. but I still want to check it when she gets home.

My child doesn't bring home much homework at this time, but I know that my child gets help from the
ESP instructors {mainiy Bonna L.} if there's a test coming up. I believe there's a group in the same class
that will study together, too, which my child enjoys.

n/a kindergarten
more attention to words and numbers
time set aside to complete assignemnts. less time having to do it at home, more family time

They have learnied to study for tests, they do not have late work, they are less stressed and have
someone to help them when we are not sure how to do something!

n/a

she is in secing grade and did'nt have homework

it helps them develop better work habits

brought them up to standards

They have someone there to help them if they need it

still In first grade not much homework, but will learn good study habits.
first grade-no homeowrk

helped him get it done

having the study time after recess is enough time for her to get her homeowrk done most of the time
she gets her homework done at esp and has help if she needs it

glves her extra time to get homework done

she does it right away in esp so she has time to play at home

it keeps her on task and also helps with any guestions

He can't say he forgo( it at school

5/12/2006
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She is doing her math at esp.
Allows for homework time, helps them to learn to schedule their time.

They can get help before and after schoo. They almost always get it done there and get all their
questions answered. They have had excellent grades since it started. They love the program.

reading skills and following directions

nore attended when doing it in school

She Is in 1st grade and doesn't do any homework at ESp

N/A child dees not have homework

helps to get it in on time-stay on task. Helps with problems the child does not know how to do.
better grades

gets it done in school. not so much at night

N/A kindergarten

ptaying and getting along with others. Sharing!

My child has not had a lot of homework that required additional assistance on. ESP has certainly helped
when needed though.

The students can work on homework in the homework club and then go to a designated activity. My
children have been able to get the help that they need at the school.

Too young and doesn't have much for homework.
there are teachers that can help them understand it better

some esp time has been used for studylrig prior to a test. it has also freed up more time for family as
homework has already been completed

He does it right after school.
It has allowed my children to become more responsible about their homework.

It has helped my child by not bringing excessive homework home. She gets the needed extra attention
with academics.

My child is able to receive answers to any questions she may have on her homework. I feel my child
enjoys the 1 on 1 assistance(s) she receives while at ESP.

Their homework must be done before they are allowed to participate in other activities.
He has gotten it done and hasn't really had much homeowrk to do at home.

They have homework club and teachers help children with homeowrk. They read in ESP and do many fun
stuff while learning.

The classroom teacher has helped my child with the necessary words the students are learning in the
classroom. She has reviewed spelling words and vocabulary words with my child.

When she does have homework, it is always done by the time she is picked up from ESP.

They know that getting their homework done right away if much better than putting it off until later.
They get their work done and have become responsible.

Has the chance to review with children of his own age.
I likethe fact that ESP helps and is there when my child has questions or concerns with homework,

ESP has taught my child to form good habits of doing their homework at a set time everyday after
school. They have provided tutors,

S BEPE ER F ERE B GEF EBE E FEEEBYEFREE BEE

ESP helps in making sure homework Is done for the next day.

®
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148, Grade 3 has not really had homework. ESP works with the kids in different areas that benefit them.

149. The additional math homework has given Jonathon an Increased competency in doing math homework
above a grade 2 level. The reading exercises have similarily improved his reading level above a grade 2

level.

150. to help finish their homework and give them help understanding how It is done

153, My son has not had any homework that he has needed to turn in.

152, She completes homework at ESP allowing for family time which is terribly important.

153, Study hall helps with the time issue.

154. has helped with reading skills and math skills for one child and for the other has helped with being
around kids and learning to work together.

158, Our third grader does do some of his homework at school, but he would do it anyway, so itis difficult to
answer.

156. Esp has helped my child in her spelling words as well as math concepts. She has developed more social
skills, and considers esp as her favorite subject in school.

157. He has learned different ways for following directions, that he did not learn during daycare and was not
exposed to In the classroom.

158. my daughter is a kindergartner, so this question is not applicable. She has no homework.

159, Review of home work at ESP improves the child's understanding of the home work and subsequently
expedites the turn in process.

160. gives him a routine of doing his homework right away while it is all fresh in his mind rather than waiting
until the last minute at home and struggling to remember.

5/12/2006
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If you answered "somewhat" to any question, please explain here.

1, # 7 - My child always participates in class and she is always wanting to learn

2. I feel there needs to be a "report card” type contact to parents on how our children do at ESP. It seems to
me sometimes that my chiid is somewhat rushed at ESP while doing homework. My child has mentioned to
us that while doing homework, other children rush him/her to finish so they can go somewhere (outside,
or where ever). I feel that maybe he/she would be better off waiting to do homework at home sometimes,
as his/her writing style tends to be less messy when not rushed.

Only communication was about family night-nothing eise!
I dont see how it has helped with class participation

.#6. 1 can't say reading and writing has improved (See #5) #7 Not A/P #8 Not A/P Children are good
learners #9 It doesn't #14 I don't always get info needed #15 Behavlor has not really changed.

Would like to see more homework help, still comes home with too much.
snack could be a lot better
not sure if communication with kids lack or staff with parents or both only sometimes

when the snack is apples the kids are in the process of loosing teeth so they are hard to eat other wise
satisfactory

Soclalization and behavior depends on what students my children are grouped with. Some are a good
influence, others not so good

I didn't maked to all family nights.

Improved childs learing and reading.

my child has not had homework yet

reading and writing skills were godd daily attendance regired anyway

Schedule did not permit attending family night.

Gets to be a long day for him, not to ready to come back when it's nice outside.

he alreaddy has positive behavior.

EEFRFEERE B pppnp ppw

I work on mondays and that is usually when family night is held.
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Sometimes it was hard to stay @ work from 8-5pm then stay for another 1 1/2 for Family night,
Sometimes I had other stuff to do.

1t Is difficult to attend family night too tired, too much to do,etc.

Atitude, participation in school, daily living skills and physical fitness were all satisfacion prior to ESP- ESp
just reinforces those things.

had othere oppointments to go to some nights

I have 4 children and each cone has their own way of thinking also because they are at different grade
levels

My wife vointeered instead of family night

The only times was If she missed school and had had homework. Which next year will be more home-
work.

some don't pertain to us.

I don't always make it to family nights, many times I need a little more advanced notice.
my chilren didnt have a problem in class to begin with

My child is is grade "K". mostly playing and interacting with others

my kids didnt have a problem turning in there homework my were ready to leam

It is hard to say that it helped or improved the way my children progress, but I would say that it is a great
help where soclalizing and help with homewark are concerned.

My child has only been enrolled for 3 weeks.
Some of the questions did not apply you shouid possibly have that option for an answer

They had good attitudes towards school prior to ESP program. They just enjoy school and like their
teachers.

I only answered somewhat because it either was non applicable to my child or he does not need help in
certain areas.

Cammunication between parents and ESP teachers could be better, particularily if they notice concerns,

child bas an LEP for speech so his reading is a little slow which he receives help with during the school day.
Child was already in good health and physically fit before attending ESP. He already got “kudos" from all
his teachers on his participation.

After being at school all day, some kids ever before regular school hours, are vey hungry and looking for a
little more of a substantial snack somedays.

I didn't notice a problem prior the ESP

She still don't want to really go out for any sparts as far as teeball. She needs to learn to respect her
parents.

My children are aiready very blg readers. My children are fit but any extra activity Is a plus.

My son is ADHD so his readiness to learn is not really an issue. It s his remaining focused that is the
trouble

Our school has a positive enviornment for the most part. She has beeen a good student prior to ESP &
continues to be.

#19 Always keeping us aware of all matters,

I would like to explain the "no” answers. I think my daughter already did really well in the areas where I
marked no and I don't think she improved. As an example, she has not missed a day of schoof so her
attendance can not improve.

I feel my child gets reading improvement also by the A/R In the classroom. As far as the writing, I don't
see a change in that as of yet. The participation in the classroom may be aided by more social interaction
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received at ESP.

my kids have not read any more than before, my kids have always participated in class, they do their
homeowrk and not any extra.

we feel fammily nights were beneficial but felt there was not enough fAexibility. often times they occured at
the same time as events for other children. I was the only parent attending our childrens events and
therefore felt I had to alternate between family nights and other events.

I did not like seeing chips or things like being used as a snack

attendance- she likes going to school day to day living skills-not sure what that means

their learning and social skills were good before esp

I haven't seen any improvement in grades and that was the main concern that led me to enroll him,

#19 always

Some of the helping students who work at ESP haven't gotten along with my children the greatest. They
didn't want to attend when these students were working, but they had to. They felt they were not liked by
these students and were being picked on. There were a couple times I showed up when I feit this was true
but didn't make a Issue of it.

He's only In first grade there's not much homework.

The time of family night conflicted with other after school activities.
Can not drive at night. Live out of town

my daughter is in kindergarten so limited homework

#16-she was very social already

I don't know If it was entirely just the ESP program that helps my children in everyday living and attitude
toward school, I wish the physical healthy part of the program had more structured games or activites,
like focusing on learning how to piay badmiton or beach volleyball, or frisbee, more life long sports.

it has always been really good
Attitudes and outside influences have affected him also.
#19 - Staff were available very much so!!!

I don't think my child'd ESP involvement affected her desire for learning or attitude. She loved school
already!

I did'nt attend all of family nights. I only missed two of them. My family was sick and I worked late one
one of them, otherwise I have been at everone the last 2 yrs but 2.

Her oplnion of school has always been good, so ESP really hasn't changed that one way or the other. She
stifl is a good student and does not iike to miss school.

My children were only involved in the gymnastics portion of the ESP. I am very satisfied with the
gymnastics program.

He really doesn't have too much homework to hand in because he is only in the first grade.

The ESP staff is not always able to communicate with the parent correctly- They have their favorite
students and at times- my childs teacher does not give him the benefit of the doubt when it comes to
issues. They have been much mare organized this year compared to previous years and I do appreciate
that.

somewhat NOT ali the time
Explained above
She comes home exstremly hungry. the daily "hot" funch at this school is $1.75 and the esp program

snack Is $.75. I'm not asking you to feed my child but maybe a better snack to hold her off to supper.

When I answered somewhat, 1 believe that he may have learned these skills in other areas also--NOT
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List or describe strengths of the ESP program in your school.

1. The people are fantastic and do way more then expected. They are willing to help everyone in the
program. Staff is always avallable, all the time. They are a very wonderful bunch of people and are more
then willing to help.

Its a great place to have your children attend before/after school.

N

I don't care for it and do not intend on sending my children anymore. They are in school from 8:30-3:30

‘. and any longer Is just too much for a 1st and 2nd grader! they need more time to do "their thing" relax,
play, their homework-since they don't do it at ESP anyways. My children are very young and I think it
just gets too long of a day for them.

ol

4. Helping them get better grades-they really enjoy it. Helps working parents

5. The one on one contact

6. The ESP program has helped my children socially.

Z. - several opportunities for a variety of activities - help w/ homework

8. lots of comunication and understanding towards the children very ahppy about it.

9, Grga‘tt.program for the kids to offer structure and support. They look forward to attending and enjoy the
activities.

Great program but would like to see more one on one help with math, spelling and homework.
The homework time.

The length of the school day and transportation.

It has been a great place to leave my child after school.

my children like esp they want to go everyday

My child is more organized with homework and wants to go to the after school program
family nights are nice and well put on my child doesn't want to go leave

Don't know aiot of exactly they do. But, every parent [ talk to talk about how their children want to go
and stay till the end of each day

® NFFEBEREB

very friendly, kind and helpful
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I think the program has overall been very beneficial to my children, positively.

posltive place, upbeat, gives kids a place to go when parents are working that has structure and
learining, like the dance class and family nights etc...

They are willing to help with children that need help with their schoo! work.

excellent for children to be together

playing games together without arguing

qualified teachers and aides great after school snacks activities

Keeps my son on task and also able to keep up with class work. Improved in reading and math skills

when working all day it helps that they help children to do homework so you don't have to worry about it
when getting home.

ESP encourages my children to participate in out of school activities that we would not be able to attend
consistently in the evening hours,

Home work help, ESL Tuter, computer lab, pe time

None at this time.

many learning opportunities a safe place for after school helps build peer relationship
the learning tools are very positive

The mixture of phisical and academic training.

It's structure and still fun for the children.

Everyone is very nice and great with the kids,

Stick to schedules

see last page

Esp is a very structured program that helps kids not only w/ their homework but to socialize w/ others
and have fun too.

supports teachers and curriculum

She loved computer room. The teacher are wonderful. Activities are fun
personal attitudes activities {diverse)

Study time is great

Sport

Allow children to complete home work. Gain new experiences.

Sport.

good communicationn

Staff, activities, socializing those are best strengths

the chance to continue the lessons in class helps with grades. the activities keep her learning about social
skills as well!

Great helpers.
Safe place to be after school.

Parents need a place for kids to go away from young preschool children. Children need ESP to support
them ademically, Physically, Socially Etc.

the boys enjoy the activites and there friends in esp

5/12/2006
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Good learning appertunity learn how to make friends and get along. Reading computer learning activities.

The staff is great and really care for the kids. The after school games, pprojects, working on the
computer are great.

Great chance for kids to pley, learn and get help with homework after school.

homework help computer lab

Itis a very positive program. My children enjoy the activities and I know it is a safe place.

I like the way things are.

staff activites availabllity (before and after school)

It is very helpful because it courages the kids to come to school so they can stay in the afternoon.
they have fun games that teach learning

It is a great program. The kids are kept busy with activities and older children have homework help.
fun activities homework first study spelling

Supervised structure Help with homework Priorities - 1st homework, then other activities

It is a great program both academically and socfally.

THis program helps parents get to know each other and helps with peer socialization. It also teaches the
children it is okay to ask for help.

Very good for the parents. We know that the kids will have time to spend with friends, have activities,
will have time to complete homework, and have any question that they need answered answered.

I think this is a great prograrm, Irn sure it helps alot of children. Maybe more crafts or group activities

It is available in the mornings for the students so they can be dropped off prior to work schedules and
can do homework if they didn't finish. They can interact with students in other grades.

getting the homework done,with the help they need.

It fills the gap for kids that feel too old to go to daycare but are teo young to go home alone, It also
forces them to get homework done before they get home.

Helping kids with homework.
Safe place to have the kids after school.

I think it is a good program because he likes going and I like to know that if he had problems in any
homework there is help there for him.

Children to teacher ratio is good. Variety of programs is excellent.

helping with homework,learning computer skills

Staff keeping us aware of all matters! Extremely caring and make learning fun!
The teachers are very nice

Strengths are afterschool program, helping with homework

GREAT staff

The staff is great (teachers - Bonna was a treat In the morning. She is excellent at what she does. Jackie
is a great asset to your program.

Students get help with their homework from aides, teachers and high school students. Their help is
better than what I could probably do. ESP teaches them cooking, dancing, and many other activities. ESP
helps them stay physically fit.

Teachers and alds very heipful & good attitudes

It is better than daycare. Not enough activities. I wish there were more crafts and better family nights,

5/12/2006



Survey Detail Page 4 of 6

E BR B BER

B EB

EEEE EBREREEEE BEpee poee

Study Hall

Mornings & After school there is help available. The breakfast program in the morning is great when
things are hectic in the morning, they're able to eat something nutritious.

The high school kids that are helpers are a great advantage in our school. It gives the children good roll
models to look up to.

Competent staff, fun Family Nights, and personal basis with director & staff

My child was happy. When I picked my chiid up it was nice to see the children learning and not just
running around.

This proegram is invaluable in our community. The diversity of the programming and the quality staff is
terrific. It also provides my child an opportunity to see school out of the light of just the classroom and
that there are multiple ways to learn.

Extremely caring and make learning fun!
Caring and qualified staff members Safe environment Good kids

Lots of attendance from the grade school students Good amount of workers/helpers I believe the help
with homework for other students at ESP helps with their daily classroom assignments It's held each day
- dependable

friendships family meetings/interaction great hours
1t is goo to have the homework club, nice to have a variety of activitites.
Tammy has done an excellent job!!! I think she's great witht kids.

it is a wonderful program that enables and encourages students to participate in a group setting-students
learn!

helps our kids to get along better with different groups of children

The teachers are very patient and they offer fun activitites

Thanks mucht

strengthens learning skills and study habits and increased friendships along the way, decreasing shyness.

structured activities after school while parents are still working is always a good idea! Made close friends
too!

great to have a place for my children to go after schoot

the teachers-they honestly care and have had the students so some excellent projects
more help with school work

availability- helps when we work and can't pick them up after school

great teachers and student helpers fun and informative family nights

has helped her get her homework done

friendship, sctivitites and homework time

excellent job with school skills

It is a place for children to go after school. They do their homework first and play games later. It's great
both academically and socially.

Helped my children keep good grades and have great attendance at school.
more educational than sitting at daycare more interaction with children by age
social skills, homework help

Better social skills with other students,
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Bringing families together once a month

Cansitent staff that knoew my child. Family Night activities have greatly improved-much more fun.
The staff.

Having It available is a great plus.

Staff to help with homework

I like tha fact it give the children a fearning and fun activity filled option after school Is out.

helps kids out, cne on one.

Great leadership. Community activities

lot's of Arts and Crafts

Great program! Very helpful to me as a working parent to have this accessible assistance. It gives my
child a place to go and socialize, complete homework if needed and learn additional items.

I think the ESP does a wonderful job In providing different activities, like cooking, computers, reading
time. I arm thankful for the homework club. The staff is easy to talk to and it is very organized. The kids
really have fun and be with friends.

none

positive attitudes in teachers, nice variety, keeps kids very busy

I was really impressed with the wide variety of tasks and skills that the children were exposed to.
Gets work done right away

great variety of learning activities for the students, supportive staff, positive climate
teachers,communication,activities

Dependable, great staff. Hours the school provides for ESP, letting parents being abie to work and pick
up their children following work. The breakfast program is a huge plus for the students being able to get
breakfast in the maorning.

Help children with homework. Lets them be creative. They get to interact with children they normally
wouldn't be able ta.

Provides a safe environment for children, to study, socilize and achieve academic goals.
The arts and crafts are very neat. My kids especially like this area.

I really like the fact it is in the school and my children can go from their classroom to the program by
themselves. Their teacher is very professional with them. They are treated with respect and
understanding.

Helps me out greatly because I teach at the schoo! and my child needed somewhere to go while I was
teaching the early morning class.

Good staff that the children really like.
They are able to keep the learning fun and get the kids active while doing it.

Availability Mon - Fri every school day. Limited financial costs incurred for parents, yet a very large
number of activities provided for the students,

This year I have been pleased with the staff that is working with my daughter. It seems to be more
organized this year with a variety of activities.

ESP is a wonderful program. My child enjoys coming to the program and gets upset if he has to leave
early. The teacher is great with the kids and all of the activities seem to be very good.

The involvement from the teachers.

I belleve we have good a good staff, that the children like
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teaches the children to work together and to learn about the school system 3 littie more.
Open communication, caring attitude, willingness to problem solve, and qualified teachers.

The teacher are wonderful. and wonderful in helping the weeks assignments with her class. She enjoys
the kids and the extra activities that you provide for them,

Interaction and socialization in a fun environment are really positive aspects of the program. Along with
the students having more structure in their day.

Good Staff. Good programs. Good time schedule - goes untit 5:30 and I work until 5, so it fits my
schedule,

The ESP program is full of different activities that are educational in a child friendly atmosphere. In
addition to improving the child's performance academically, it promotes the child's intercation with peers
and teachers. It takes the school beyound its traditional meaning.

provides fun and educational activities to stimulate them. Keeps them involved and excited about school
and learning.
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List or describe areas that you would like to see the ESP improve:

1. A few of the instructors do not seem qualified to be there. Some seem to be at a grade-school level
themselves. I feel there needs to be higher-standards set for those instructors.

One of my sons has problems finlshing work in school. The only time he has help at ESP is when his
teacher is there. I thought ESP was to help children with school work, studying, etc...but I can see it is

not. So I do NOT plan on sending ANY of my children next year!
(

n/a

N

Meore hamework time. Better observation of children - to make sure homework gets done.
none everything is just fine.

More juniors or senjors helping with homework. '

perhaps have in summer time

more activities

na

Sometimes Im not informed on things, but not too often

none that I can think of.

right now | think that everything is going great

Assuring that the child(ren) are there when are supposed to be there,

I would like to see more tutoring type activities. I would also like to see smaller student/teacher ratios at
homework time.

N/A

Really love the progam and I hope in the future they have it.

cant think of anything ESP is a great program

Specilize more ‘oné on cne' in needed areas. " writing”, - more compter,

none

EEBENRPERE EEEEBpmpNp e

social skills hes made more friends then just the ones he sees in class everyday he is able to slt quieter

5/12/2006




Survey Detail Page 2 of 4

then he used to.
. Maybe extra staff to help around.
Reading.
More activities in the morning sessions
More "games"” thet help kids study for upcoming tests- not just spelling - also include science vocab, etc.
none that I can see
computers
Computers
computers
More parent involvement
n/a
Been great
I think its great the way it Is
N/A
none
n/a
communication
ESP for 6th graders.
The program is perfect. No need for some changes.
nothing
none great job

I think this years ESP has improved greatly from last years. I liked knowing what activities to expect each
day so that the kids could have some say in what would keep there interest.

more communication
The pick-up time to be by 5:30 and not 5:15 as not all parents work in Minto.
Maybe better supervision, as my kids have told me that they can leave and nobody really even notices,

More crafts if the homework Is done.

CEERN FPERBREBREEREBRERPREBERE

A little bit hetter communication with parent and teacher and sooner notices on things. If a student is not
at ESP one day and they hand something out he/she does not get it so the parent does not get it. If they
need help or anything (materials/projects) let parents know.

Extended time, as seme parents do not get off worlc until 5:00 PM and the children currently have to pe
picked up by 5:00 PM.

I think that they should have iess play time for the older kids so that they can work more on their studies.
Extend to high school!!
I've seen that the teachers are very helpful with alt the children

More choice for the students if they want to get homework done vs. play time. However [ understand the
need for the activity but sometimes they'd rather get the help with homework.

Field trips, outings with teachers and families

R FERE B

snack, family night, place to run during basketball season.
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Maybe more group field trips and an extra push for community invotvement & respect.
Schedule more fun outings

It would be very convenient if the children could gather in the commons area at the end of the day. I have
other smail children and it is sometimes difficult to carry my infant in her carrier throughout the building to
pick up my child (it's heavy!!).

Extend program to the high school!!!!

More invelvement of students - occassionally my daughter is the only girl from her grade More activities
more curriculum in the class rooms of esp. More supplies for the kids

mare help with homework and reading skills

no to repeat classroom/esp learning-vary activities

none, except not really lkie the school meales...but that's minimal compared to benefits!

everything is great

more computer lab time

more study time

good

none that I can see

If children have homework, they can't do any other activities till they are done, The family who is serving
the meal that month for Family Night could bring a pan of bars or a dessert to help on cost. They could
also help donate the door prizes. ESP should have a yearly carnival that the PTO no longer has around

Halloween so the kids could come dressed and the parents donate atl the same items as they did before.
This could a Family Night and do the baked potato menu.

would love to see the morning program become available
none

Change around days that some activities are done: crafts, outings, computers, etc.-my child goes part-
time and sometimes misses out on these things.

better attendance of parents

orgahize boots, gloves, coats etc.

More structured type games to learn life long games.

field trips

I think everything is great. it a perfect program and i honestly don't know how it could be better.

More of a homework atmosphere for the older group say, 5 or 6 grade level instead of having them
participate in the other activities the smaller group participates in. I feel they should still get time to do
other activities but homework is more important at that age with all the sports and things going on
following school.

The high school aides need to be a little more understanding with the kids that do need more help.
I can't think of anything at this time.

I think each parent should have to take there turn helping during Family Nights and if they never help
thaty need to be talk to because the same parents are helping all the time and others just come and
expect everyone else to help.

I think some people take advantage of the program. I would like to see some kind of proof the parents
have to do to be accepted into the program. Not just sign up.

I would stiil like to see more organizational skills

Keeping comments to the kids on a positive level.
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Continue to explore more clubs for students that are older,
snack -

not sure

NERE

We would suggest a walky talky type system so we could contact someone when we come to get the
children, as they are often In different classrooms then the sheet states.

just the snack area.

5B

More positive redirection through positive comments with parents and constructive critisms, when needed
to the children.

More structured parent nights.

kB

I can't think of anything that would need improving, it is a wonderful program that Is extremely valuable
and we hope it will continue for many years to come.
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Please add additional comments regarding changes in attitudes, behavior and performance of
your child(ren) as a result of the ESP.

1. Ihave never see kids so fired up to be in school. I go to pick my child up and she wants to stay longer. It
has been a real good thing for her. The family nights have been so well prepared and the kids and parents

all have a great time,
None! I have nothing against the ESP program or providers, but I just don't find it beneficial to my

;. children.

All positive

N

There has been no changes,

It's difficult to make it to family night - times are too early for working parents,

they get home happy talking about what they did in ESP hardly every day.

My daughter would choose to attend ESP vs. any other activity. They look forward to it each day.
Has a better attitude towards wanting to go to school, Likes ESP.

my children like to attend the esp they say its fun and they have a good time there

my child wants to attend likes to go to esp

well more independant have more self esteem

the kids seem to have gotten more outgoing and involved with activities and other children

love homework room teach kids how to get along

Better grades

it was nice to see him Interact with children he wouldnt normally get to be with. gets to be a litter more
out going, gives a little more confidence in class.

Improved socialization,
the openly talk about trouble areas anf when things are going well.

none

PBERNE FEEREBRBpoeNpwpw

My child is learning to cope with changes and Esp Is helping with that and trying new things.
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he loves ESP, especially computer time and gym time- he has made more friends too,
really enjoys lab. doesn't want to leave.

It makes them want to come to school

she loves esp I cant pick her up early somestimes as she wants to stay until esp Is done.
Ithink it is a great program.

Very necessary so children are not let at the home alone in front of the tv

They rarely bring homework home most of the time they get it done in esp

better grades

One of my children is reading more because of ESP.

they like it

My child loves to learn and does well with peers.

This program was a great help with homework. I have a child that needed help with organization and this
program gave a helping hand by giving a set time for homework, help needed and a way to make sure
that the homework was handed in on time.

I really dont think ESP helped in changing my childs behavior or school performance.
None

It has really helped his study skills.

Bravo to the site manager and staff who give so much of their time and their lives to ESP
Participation in class more

Responsibility - he knows to do his part

I think ESP is great for the kids so they aren't home alone.

Both my children enjoy the program and come out with a good feeling about themselves.

My child learned how to deal with other kids and also learned how to behave with someone other than her
teacher. She learned that you need to respect all adults of all ages.

ESP has also provided my child the opportunity to interact socially with other children outside of the
classroom and take advantage of areas In the school that they may not have a lot of participcation
otherwise.

Bravo - to Lynde Kennelly and staff who give up so much of their lives to assist our children!
My child enjoys the social interaction at ESP. My child enjoys being at ESP.

she has been more attentive and more kind to others

my children have done a complete attitude change since joining esp. Thanks!!

my son can't wait to get to AM ESP. He's practically pushing me ou the door,

my child is very happy attending esp

safe place to be with peers and adults after school until parents done working.

My child had made some close friends thru esp which has helped her grow socially

they seem more excited about school work since it is done here and they don't have to bring it home
improvement in social interaction

I have seen her social skills improve as a result of esp

my son would never stand and sing in front of a crowd but for family night he did
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Sometimes they would have a ba attitude with certain student staff, due to feeling they were picked on.

my child totally enjoys ESP
. her social skills
my children love ESP
more outgoing, listens better
has become a social butterfly
My child does enjoy ESP - he never minds going there after school.

My children enjoy being at school and doing things that are different than in the regular school day. They
have felt successful about getting homework done and having help when it is needed.

only complaint is-if I come and pick up my kids early because we are doing things on a weekend and going
out of town no more pissed off looks please when I show up-once a month do I even.

maore interested in learning and wanting to take time to do activities

I don't know if there have been"chances” but ESP has been a supportive influence in helping her continue
with positive habits.

My children have learned to become more respectful and know right from wrong behavior working in their
groups.

I feel my child has learned alot about getting stuff done on time and is really growing up to be respectful.
We don't have to sit and fight over homework anymore.

My children really like their teacher, and The things they learn at ESP are being carried over to the home
environment.

She had the opportunity to meet other kids in other grades and was able to interact positively.

They want to get up in the morning to get to ESP in the morning. No more tardies.

FEEE R B B BER P RPBERRFPE

He likes to be around the other children. It has really helped him with his shyness that he had when he
was In kindergarden. A lot of times he wants to stay until it is over instead of coming home when I get off
work.

My child has issues with others in class- he cannot get away from those around him and at times they are
not beneifitting his attitude.

My son's interest level in participating in cdasses has increased, which says a great deal for someone who
already really enjoys going to school.

The kids are kept well behaved well they are in ESP - Great program
Qur children were new to the school system and this program helped significantly with their adjustment.

the only thing is changing my enrollment in this program, and hopefully 1 can help out in the future.

NEREFEP P F

My daughter is in kindergarten. Her ESP teacher reviewed the sight words daily which helped In class with
reading. The teacher even commented at parent teacher conferences that her ESP kids were ahead of
most of the others because of this. ESP gives my daughter a few extra hours of [earning and fun instead of
having to go to day care where she would be the oldest kid there and probably be bored.

78. Improved Peer intercations and relationships.

29, They have implemented a behavior reward project that inspires them to acheive prizes for being well
behaved.

Page Size: [ Show 100 per page Ji§ Displaying 1 - 79 of 79 A
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In the future, how would you be willing to support the continuation of this program?
1. I guess whatever it wouid take to keep it going.
Anyway I can
Anything that is required to keep the ESP program at Midway.
. Whatever is needed to have the program continue. Willing tohelp on occasion--but would need advance
! notice to change work schedule.

oW

volunteer hours/calling

volunteer

However I'm needed

spacks

snacks

I would help in anyway, just have to ask me.
Cooperation with teachers

I would hlep anytime necessary that works with my work schedule

EREBppNpm

Fundraisers

14, Just ask!

15, more fundraiser like 4

16, Chaperone field trips or activities

17. chaperone field trips or other activities

A8. Assist during family nights or voiunteer time, donations and supplies
19, serving on the board

20, Anything that is needed!

. Page Size: [Show 25 per page Displaying 1 - 20 of 20
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. After-School Programs

Whereas, C‘«'mﬂon Public Scivol Distr l-C'H‘zsupports after-school education to enhance student
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs,

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated,;

Therefore, be it resolved that GFQHOV) Aublic Schl District # 3 will support legislation
that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programming,

g 4/ - - {300

rting Orgaﬂffation Date

Deniel Gaustad, Board President

The following support this resolution:



. After-School Programs
Whereas, Valley Public School supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-schoo! programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;
Therefore, be it resolved that Valley Public School will support legislation that will allow all school

districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school programming,

. Valley Public School Board of Education November 9, 2006
Supporting Organization Date

The following support this resolution:




After-School Programs
Whereas, Midway Public School supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Midway Public School will support legislation that will allow all school
districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school programming.

ms%ag_%ﬂﬂmji [0-10-Ol
School Board President Date
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. After-School Programs
Whereas,-Larimbre Public School supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

‘Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

" Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whéreas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
" federally funded; '

‘Whereas, a limited number of federa! dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, fede);al funding has beén declining with a continual decline anticipated;

. Therefore, be it resolved that Larimore Pubhc School will support legislation that will allow all
school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to part1c1pate with after-school programming.
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After-School Programs

Whereas, North Valley Career and Technology Center supports after-school education to enhance
student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant advancement
in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated,
Therefore, be it resolved that North Valley Career and Technology Center will support legislation

that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programining.

North Valley Career and Technoclogy Center 10-13-06

Supporting Organization Date

The following support this resolution:

AR

, President
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@ rth Vali
North Valley

‘ Career and Technology Center

Phone: (701) 352-3705
Liz Daby, Director 1540 School Road Fax: (701) 352-3170

'iz.daby@SEHdit.nodak.edu Gl‘afton, ND 58237-1715 Website: WWW.northa"ey. k12.nd.us

November 9, 2006

Mr. John Leininger
1207 Foster Ave. NE
Cooperstown ND 58425

Re: Resoiutions

Dear John,

. Enclosed are resolutions supporting afterschool legislation from the following school districts:
Park River, Minto, Cavalier, Adams-Edmore, Thompson, St. Thomas and North Valley
Career and Technology Center.

| should be able to forward the resolutions from Midway, Larimore, Grafton and possibly
Valley next week.

Sincerely,
Ofm Anadfos

Lori Zahradka, Project Director
North Valley Extended School Project

Iz

Enclosures

An equal opportunily educator and employer.




. After-School Programs

Whereas, PARK RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT supports after-school education to enhance student
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that PARK RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT will support legislation that will
allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school

.programming. |
s 0t

' Schodl Board President Date
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After-School Programs
Whereas, Minto School District #20 supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated advancement in the
academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded,;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Minto School Board will support legislation that will allow all school
districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school programming.

%M Db, -A3-06

Supporting Organization Date
Brad Narloch, Board President




After-School Programs

Whereas, the Cavalier Public School Board supports after-school educatlon to enhance student
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Cavalier Public School Board will support legislation that will
allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school

. programming. Cavalier Public School
PO Box, 410
300 Main Street East
M @)PQ,L,D Cavalier, N 58220 10~11-00
Supporting Orgamzatlon Date

The following support this resolution:




After-School Programs 'R
_ Whereas, Finley-Sharon School Boards supports afier-school education to enhance student learning;

“Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement ip the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Wherens currently 10,011 étudcnts in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota including the Pmley-Sharon School dlstrlct
currently have after-school programs that ere federally funded; ‘

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are avmlablc to expand after-school programs.to aJIOW
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whems federal funding has been dcchmng with a continual decline antlc:pated

‘Thenfon. be it resolved that Finley-Sharon School Beard will support leg;tslauon that wilt ellow alt
school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to-participate with ‘after-school programrmng

lo\l‘i'da | Q

‘Date‘ o

The following support this rcsplutioﬁ:

- Tor Berg_str%, chool Board Member

Keith Chamﬁpion, School Board Member

Inn ' WA ahehn AT/l /188 /8007




AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Whereas, Hope—Page Schools supports after-school education to enhance student
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated
significant advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-
school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school
programs that are federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school
programs to allow additional schools an opportunity to participate;

- Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Hope—Page Schools will support legislation that

will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate
with after-school programming.

HOPE-PAGE SCHOOL
Supporting Organization

W w /0 -9~ 04

/"Hope Chairman Date

%MW J0- FP-04

Page Chairman Date

/- 9-0f

Superinte ' Date



After-School Programs

Whereas, NDCEL supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to.expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated,;

Therefore, be it resolved that NDCEL will support legislation that will allow all school districts in
North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school programming.

MO BTA SchodS 9/ G

Supporting Organization Date

The following support this resolution:




After-School Programs

: Whereas, Carrington Public School supports after-school education to enhance student learning;

- Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant

advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;
Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are

- federally funded,

. Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow

additional schools an opportunity to participate;
Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Carrington Public School will support legislation that will allow all

. school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school programming.

L

10-/0-0C,

SchooMBoard ?resident D Date




After-School Programs

Whereas, New Rockford — Sheyenne Public School District supports after-school education to
enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;
Therefore, be it resolved that New Rockford ~ Sheyenne Public School will support legislation that

would allow school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate in fully funded full-
time Kindergarten programs as first priority and after-school programs.

%JW JZW /5072~ Monday, October 09, 2006

Su(pportmg Oééamzatlon Date

The following support this resolution:




After-School Programs

Whereas, North Dakota Association for Life Long Learners (NDALL) supports after-
school education to enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school
programs; :

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school
programs that are federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school
programs to allow additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that NDALL will support legislation that will allow all school
districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programming,




After-School Programs

Whereas, the Fort Totten District #30 School Board supports after-school education to enhance
student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded,

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Fort Totten District #30 School Board will support legislation that will
allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programming.

. h//éa 13 "// 7A é

President Date
Fort Totten District #30 School Board

ﬂ'\ /\/LQ /o od -0

Vice President
Fort Totten District #30 School Board

%M/é N peo¥-0b

Member
Fort Totten District #30 School Board
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m er
Fort Totten [Dystrict 0 School Board
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Fort Tolten District #30 ool Board




After-School Programs

Whereas, Lake Agassiz Elementary School families and staff supports after-school education to
enhance student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;
Therefore, be it resolved that Lake Agassiz Elementary School families and staff will support

legislation that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with
after-school programming,

We support this resolution:
Name Date
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. After-School Programs

Whereas, Adams-Edmore Public Schoalsupports after-school education to enhance student
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whereas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are

federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Adams—Ed i will support legislation
that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school

. programming. | |
e Kk /(Qz,:«/f///‘}zf%v | 10t~ Ot

Supporting Organization Cf)c hoo j/goa*d) Date

The following support this resolution:
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After-School Programs

vae) Thompson Public Schobl ~__ supports after-school education 10 enhance
t;__l.]._dc'_nt leaming; , :

. Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant
" advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Wheréas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;

Whefeas, currently 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

. Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to participate;

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;

Therefore, be it resolved that Thompsen Public School will support legislation
that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programming.
Thompson Public School School Board October 10, 2006
Supporting Orgamization ' Date
| ort this resolution:
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After-Schoot Programs

Whereas, North Valley Career and Technology Center supports after-school education to enhance
student learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated significant advancement
in the academic areas of math, science, ‘and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school programs;
\

Whereas, currently 74 school dlstrlcts m North Dakota currently have after-school programs that are
federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school programs to allow
additional schools an opportunity to partwtpate

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated;
Therefore, be it resolved that North Valley Career and Technology Center will support legislation

that will allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with after-school
programming. '

|
St. Thomas Public Sch:ool 10/17/06

Supporting Organization | Date

The following support this resolution:

- 572_(_,,'_) A)& S , Board President
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2lst Century Community
Learming Centers

Minot Public Schools

O~ 21st Century Community Learning Centers

715 8th St. NE
O Minot, ND 58703
Telephone (701) 857-8780 Fax (701) 857-8759

After-School Programs

Whereas, Minot Public School supports after-school education to enhance student .
learning;

Whereas, students participating in after-school programs have demonstrated
significant advancement in the academic areas of math, science, and language arts;

Whereas, currently 10,011 students in North Dakota are participating in after-school
programs;

Whereas, currehtly 74 school districts in North Dakota currently have after-school
programs that are federally funded;

Whereas, a limited number of federal dollars are available to expand after-school
programs to allow additional schools an opportunity to participate,

Whereas, federal funding has been declining with a continual decline anticipated,
Therefore, be it resolved that Minot Public School will support legislation that will
allow all school districts in North Dakota an equal opportunity to participate with

after-school programming.

The following support this resolution:

,(Mmﬂ—— (o-30-0¢
Mmot Public School upermtendent Date
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Minot P leE)School Scflool Board PreSIdent Date
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Mirnot Piblic School \CiC PI‘O_] ect Director Date




January 22, 2007

To whom this may concern:

I would like to express my feelings on the importance of having the "After School”
program. I have 7 children, The After School program is very important to them. They
have the opportunity to do many craft projects, learn about many cultures and go on
many educational field trips that they would otherwise be unable to do and my family
would not be able to afford. My children are also able to work with qualified teachers on
their homework so that when they get home at night we can spend time playing games
and talking about our day instead of hours of homework. 1 have always felt that the After
Schoot program has been a safe haven for our children to be in after school and an
educational asset to our community. We are a small community with many of our
families having both parents working full-time. Having the After School program not
only keeps our children "in tune" with their homework but it also helps our children learn
to be sociable instead of playing alone on computers and gameboys or sitting in front of a
TV all afternoon. Since my children were in kindergarten they have also been going to
the summer program. It helps them keep up with the things they have learned the
previous year and get a head start on what they will learn the next, All of the different
activities that are offered during the summer keep kids busy in educational and social
settings that are important for children. I know that the people in my community
appreciate all of the hard work and wonderful things the "Afier School” c¢lub has brought
to this community. The loss of this program would be detrimental to many communities
around the country. All communities need as much money as possible to support these
programs and train and educate the teachers that work with our children. I have one child
that is special needs and 2 children with IEP’s that benefit greatly from the extra time
teachers can spend with them. We need our children to grow up strong, smart and
compassionate, the "After School" ciub does just that.

Sincerely,

Jeremy & Michelle Zaun



1104 Park Ave
Cooperstown ND 58425
January 26, 2007

North Dakota Legistators
Capitol Building
Bismarck, ND

Dear Members of the North Dakota Legislature:

As a parent with children who have participated in the After School program at Griggs
County Central and as an educator who teaches language arts in the program, I strongly
encourage extension of this valuable program which provides a safe and stimulating
learning environment for our children.

It always brings a smile to my face when I see the eager children, after a full day of
school,rushing to the After School program. They have a healthy snack, some recess time
and then enjoy personalized help with their homework assignments. The second session
of the afternoon is focused on a weekly theme and includes interesting activities each day
in either art, science, music, health, language arts or math planned by teachers. Those of
us who teach always try to plan creative, hands-on activities which do not seem like
“classroom assignments.” On my language arts day, the students listen to literature,
respond in journals, act out stories and , their favorite, read and perform plays.

In the summer program 21* Century has been able to bring a Prairie Fire Theatre to our
community. Our children rehearse and perform a full length musical with talented actors
directing the play. It is a wonderful experience for the students to learn choreography,
memorization, stage positions, costuming and stage décor in one exciting week. The
performance is well-attended and each year the students look forward to the next play to
be presented.

1 work with special education students at the secondary level during the school day.
Many were helped in their elementary years by the extra homework help in the After
School program and by having a safe place to be after school hours until their parents
came home from work.

For all these reasons I wholeheartedly endorse the After School program and encourage
its expansion in our state.

b7l

Marybeth Lunde

Sincerely,
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Dear Education committee,

I am asking you to pass the bill so we can have a place to go after school .At
the afterschool program we first have a snack , then we go to game time.
Then we go do our homework when we do our homework there is a teacher always there
to help all of us if we need it. I like the afterschool program because it is very fun and
you do a lot of fun things. My favorite thing at the afterschool is DI I really like it a lot
because [ am not shy so [really like acting !!'Oh yeah I almost forgot to tell u about
me I have went to the afterschool since I was in 2™ grade and I really like it !I would
have went earlier than that but I had just moved to GCC.

And again I would really appreciate if you would
Pass that biil! ‘

-Emily woodbridge

")/h,aﬂnlr‘\ USDU\. ,
En’lil,ﬂ bOooci\‘b(ic\(Se,
o™ czyradQ, \



Dear Education Committee,

Here at GCC education is the number one thing on our list. The after-
school program helps the school system educate and make kids interested at the
same time. The afterschool program is so important because it teaches kids to think
outside the box. We can do homework there and art. We learn about science in a fun
ways without being bored to death. Afterschool programs make it easier to learn
about everything, DI is one of the afterschool programs many things that we love
about it. If you pass this bill then many more schools will be able to have these types
of programs like this. Thinking is what we do at the afterschool program and not
just the kids. Teenagers also help. Everyone who participates in the after school
program gets something out of it whether it is people skills or school work the after
school program is there so what I guess I’m trying to say is please pass this bill so
my school can continue because like Tony the tiger would say it’s not good it’s great.

. With love for my school and the after school program,

ﬁm ZZ’M@/



Dear Education Committee,

Hello my name is Christine Berge Grade 5 at the Griggs County Central school .1
would like you to pass the bill for the Afterschool Programs. The afterschool club is so
fun! On Monday’s we do art, Tuesday’s science, Wednesday’s cooking, Thursday’s
language arts and Friday we go on a fieldtrip. Also we get help doing homework. The
teachers are great! If we get done with homework early we read for 15 minutes do math
facts and then we get free time. When we are at the afterschool club we even get a snack
and 2 recesses! I really like the family nights, it is a good time to be with your family for
supper and play games sometimes even do art projects! One of my most favorite things is
that the afterschool club has 2 DI teams. DI or Destination Imagination is an organization
where you and your team pick a challenge and then present it at the state competition
which is held on April 14, 2007 at Central Cass School, Casselton, North Dakota. This
year Griggs County Central Group 1 is performing CSI: DI it is about a crime and how it
is solved. Another great thing I love about DI is that it builds more teamwork. If you win
at the state competition the team will go to Global Finials in Knoxville Tennessee, last
year the team that I was in won and we got to go to global finials and even to Dollywood!
So please pass this bill so all so that the afterschool clubs can keep going on for all the
children who in grades Kindergarten through 6™ grade. Thank you so very much

Sincerely,
Christine Berge



Dear Education Committee,

Please pass the bill concerning the “After-School Program” funding. I am a 6™ grader
that goes to the After-Schoo! Program once a week to attend Destination Imagination. I
have gone to the After-School Program in the past. It was fun and it still is now!! So
many other programs, such as Archery and DI, are entwined with the After-School
Program that if it goes down they all will. ] am sure that all kids that go agree with me.
Please pass that bill! If you don’t pass it, hundreds of programs all over the state will
crumble into oblivion!!!!

Signed,

Kayla Samek

I%&/ Sarek.



Dear Education Committee,

Hi, ’'m Ashley. I’m asking you if you could please
pass the bill to the after school program. What I like
about after school program is that teachers help you
with all the problems you have. There
are a lot of nice teachers here they understand
everything you say and what you need. The people in DI
are writing to you and we are hoping you will pass us a
bill, the whole after school hopes you will pass the bill to
our after school program. We all love the after school.

THANK YOU FOR
READING THIS LETTER,
ASHLEY KNIGHT

"4§h/6ﬂ Kn \‘ca ht



Dear Education Committee-

Please pags this Hill I really en joy the AFTERSCHOOL program! They help me
with my homework. [ also love all the actives we do. I is fun on Manday we
have art, on Tuesday we have science, on Wednesday we have music or cocking,
Thursday we have langue arts, Friday is field trip dayy We get snack and recess.
There are also other actives such as archery or DL Il is when we get' together
and do plays.

With all hope,

e Mt



Dear Education Committee,

Hello, please pass this bill for the After School programs. Hi, my name
is Bryce Trostad, I'min the 5" grade & I love the After School because I
live 20 miles out of the city of Cooperstown & I need a place to go until
5:00 p.m. On Mondays we have art & on Tuesdays, we have science, on
Wednesday we either have music or cooking, on Thursday, we have Language
Arts. Fridays is sometimes my favorite day of the week. The reason is
because we go on field trips. I guess I only like it if we're going on a good
trip. The After school helps me learn a lot, we do math & more. I also like
the After School because T get my homework done in power hour. We need
the After School because we do Destination Imagination and I really love it.
Our school is called * Griggs County Central”. It is in Cooperstown, North
Dakota. I hope you pass this bill. There are many people that come here, if
you don't pass this bill, you will be letting a whole bunch of families down.
Please pass the bill.

Sincerely,
Bryce Trostad

¢ Biyce Y nodtac
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Subject: 21st Century Support Letter

I am writing this letter to strongly encourage you to support the
bill for the after school programs.

| have been involved with the after-school programs as an Ameri
core member, 4-H leader and as a parent that enrolls her chitdrei
in the program. It is a wonderful asset to our rural community
and it would be greatly missed if there was not enough funding tc
keep it going.

So many kids benefit from this program that would otherwise be
home without parental supervision for a period of time following
the school day. Please suppott this wonderful program. Our Kid:
are counting on it!!

Valerie Eli (Concerned parent)
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Re: After School Program Funding

| feel the After-School Program is very important for children of all ages. Many of the
children that attend the after-school program would be going home to unsupervised
homes because of working parents. Instead these children are getting one-on-one heip
with school work they may not understand and are getting the right kind of attention that
is much needed in society today. They also get {o do fun things and go to fun places
whereas they probably wouldn't get o if there wasn't an after-school program. | am
very much in favor of continuing the funding for the After Schoo! Programs...it is very
important to the children's future.

Thank you.
Elona Overby
Binford ND
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Fast entral kota Edu tional Co%somum
21st Century Community Leaming Centers

PO Box 548, Cooperstown ND 58425 Phone: 701-797-2721
866-797-2721

Fax: 701-797-2722

Dear Education Commitice,

The Griggs County Central After-School Program runs everyday after school untii 6 pm. We
provide a safe place for kids to stay after-school. After a nutritious snack and short recess, we have
certified teachers and AmeriCorps aides who help students get their homework done. We also have
academic enrichment activities every day taught by a certified teacher. Our activities stress math,
language arts and science skills and are standards based. We try to be creative in the type of
activities that we plan so that our after-school time is different from the regular school day. Our
teachers do an awesome job of coming up with activities that are fun, but based on the standards in
their subject area. We have 70 students in grades K-6 that have taken part in the after-school
program this year. Our average has been about 30 students each night. We know that many of our
students have parents who work and they would either have to go home to an empty house, or they
would go home and play video games, eat junk food, and maybe even engage in risky behavior.
Statistics show that the hours right after students get out of school are the most dangerous for them.
Some of our regular school day teachers tell us that if we didn’t help some of these kids with their
homework, it would never get done.

We know from test scores and report cards, that the majority of our students improve their grades,
or at the least maintain their grades in Reading and Math.

We also have homework help for junior high students who are on the ineligible list, or just need
help with math or other work that their parents can’t help them with. We often have core group of
about 20 students who attend quite regularly and many others who use it occasionally.

Our summer program is usually attended by an average of 35 students. We offer activities, a
summer reading program, and math games to keep our students up on their skills during the
summer vacation. We are at the school from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm each day Monday through
Friday. Many working parents appreciate the fact that their children have constructive activities to
take part in while they are at work.

After working so hard to keep our program going and make improvements every year, we would
hate to see it all come to an end. We have one year left on our grant and then unless the state sets
aside funds for afier-school programs, we don’t know how or if we will be able to continue. Many
other schools are envious of our program. They see such a need in their own communities for
constructive after-school programs. The state couldn’t think of a better way to spend some of the
excess funds available. Providing children with safe, supervised, academically based activities
during the after-school hours when their parents are often at work, is the right thing to do.

Sincerely,

Beth Stokka
Griggs County Coordinator




s[ gentral Dakota Edu fional Corgomum
entury ommunity Learning Centers

PO Box 548, Cooperstown ND 58425 Phone: 701-797-2721

John Leininger, Program Director 866-797-2721
E-mail: jlleininger@mlgc.com Fax: 701-797-2722
To Whom It May Concern:

The 21% CCLC “After-School Program” welcomes comments and constructive ctiticism as
a way to improve our program. At a meeting with the Griggs County Central and Midkota
“After-School Club” Parents, an informal discussion was held to get feed back about the
positive benefits of the 21¥ CCLC “After-School Club”.

Some of the positive points were:

“I know where my child is.” “My child enjoys it and stays busy.” There is a good
student/teacher ratio. The Power Hour is great for getting homework done right after
school with a teacher there to help. The kids are enjoying the activities and are learning
new board games rather than watching TV or playing computer games all the time. There
is vertical stratification (interaction between all ages) and club cohesiveness. The teachers
and aides are doing a good job. The “After-School” Club is affordable and providing a
service for latchkey kids. The teachers see an improvement in the classroom and increased
self-esteem. The students and parents enjoy their time at home more since homework is
often finished at Power Hour. There are a lot of opportunities in our community for field
trips. The students enjoy working at the computers.

Some of the parents reported that their kids were watching less TV and reading more at
home. Others reported that their kids enjoyed doing things with their friends after school
at the “After-School” Club. They also like the fact that they are getting their homework
done right after school. They are also proud of the things they make and excited about the
activities that they take part in. They enjoy going on field trips. Some of the students have
improved their attitudes about school in general and have developed more self-esteem and
self-confidence.

1t is always very gratifying to hear that parents appreciate all the hard work that goes into
an after-school program like this. We would hate to see all our years of hard work end
with cuts to the 21® CCLC Program. We hope that Congress will continue to invest in this
important program that benefits so many young people across our nation.
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