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Chairman Porter opened the hearing on HB 1513 and asked the clerk to read the title. 

Representative Charging came forward as a sponsor of HB 1513. This is not only a 

concern to her district and area but a concern to the entire state of North Dakota and any 

person who is required to drink water to stay alive which would be everyone. This addresses 

the low waters on Lake Sakakawea and the entire Missouri River system and the emergency. 

The Missouri River depends on its water source from the up steam in the mountains and as of 

late we are in a drought. The water and forecast is not looking too good for our state. For 

those who do not live along the Missouri River, you can look out today and it looks ok. The 

Corp of Engineers has the ability to regulate the water especially out here on the 

Bismarck/Mandan section and anything below the dam. I understand they are required by law 

to release enough water to maintain the municipals here but that isn't the same for the lake 

portions of the river meaning Lake Sakakawea and Lake Oahe so above it and below it. What 

this bill would do and we have problems in several communities, Garrison being one, Parshall 

being another and Fort Yates being still another that found themselves in an emergency where 

there was still water in the river and their intakes are still pulling water but because of the 

turbidity, which is a term used to describe particles and other foreign things in water, and the 

II 



• 
Page2 
House Natural Resources Committee 
Bill/Resolution No. HB 1513 
Hearing Date: January 26, 2007 

water was unsuitable for drinking in those cities. What happened thereafter was of course 

whose fault is it and who is going to help bail it out and meanwhile hospitals were closed and a 

great number of things happened. If you don't have water you don't have anything. What I am 

hoping to do and I have had help with this from the water department, is bring forward some 

amendments that I would like to add to HB 1513. I would like to ask the chairman to maintain 

the record open, even though we have people coming to testify today, because I have some 

material coming and most of my water people are at the water convention in Aberdeen today. 

Chairman Porter asked if she understood the deadline with this bill because of the 

appropriation. 

Representative Charging said that she intended to remove the appropriation. 

• Chairman Porter said that she had all sorts of time then. 

Representative Charging said that what has happened up there is incredible and we don't 

have the option of knowing what the future is going to hold because we don't know what 

Mother Nature is going to do. She passed out a news release from the Corp of Engineers 

saying that we are already in trouble based on the projections. See attachment marked as 

Item #1. She had a map and showed the life threat throughout the state and indicated the 

areas on the map that this would affect. Parshall is a small town and at any given time they 

may only have eight hundred dollars in the city balance. How do they address a million dollar 

project? They can address this through the Bureau of Reclamation or the Corp of Engineers 

and all these other programs, but it will take 6 to 8 months so this bill would allow for that 

immediate need. If the February projections come through, we are looking at no snow. We 

are looking at the lake as being 57 feet lower that what it was originally intended to be. Not to 

address this as a legislature would be a great disservice to North Dakota. There are so many 

pipeline projects happening now and we cannot maintain the critical needs of the people today 
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that are living there so how are we going to address the needs of others living in eastern North 

Dakota. 

Representative Meyer asked what the level of Lake Sakakawea is right now. 

Representative Charging said as of this morning we were at 1807. 

Representative Keiser said it is hard to ask questions without the amendments to know what 

they do. See proposed amendment marked as Item #2 that was distributed. 

Representative Charging said for example the February 2008 forecast is that Lake 

Sakakawea will be at 1797.6. Mr. Frink can address that as well. I know all the parties that 

are going to be addressing this and will be planning a trip to Washington because the fault I 

believe is the Corp of Engineers and there are a numbers of bills and resolutions coming 

• forward this session and some potential law suits as well to the Corp of Engineers on behalf of 

the state of North Dakota. This bill would be one more tool we would have to plead our case 

and another tool for people to have the immediate response. This is like dialing 911. Right 

now there is no one at the other end of the line. 

• 

Representative Keiser said that on the bill on lines 9 and 10 mentions loans against future 

municipal, rural and industrial water supply funds. Most systems are based on revenue bonds 

and those bonds can go out 20 years in life. If we borrow money based on future revenues, 

we would be taking a second position with a revenue bond and we would be paying it back 

over 10 or 15 years. What would happen to the interest on those dollars? 

Representative Charging said she may not be the best to give this answer, but she was 

involved in the Fort Berthold Reservation as well as Standing Rock Reservation with their 

appropriation and this would be against their appropriation. There are appropriations and 

authorizations and these funds have not been appropriated. That is the mechanism there. 

The goal isn't to put the burden on the state's general fund. The goal here it to provide that 
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911 call and have someone answer the phone. It is a very complex process and there is so 

much future depending on the river systems to many communities in this state and why wait 

until that happens. We must be proactive. 

Senator Warner said he wanted to endorse the work that Representative Charging has done 

on this bill. The drought is a natural phenomenon. We have seen droughts before and we will 

see droughts again. The management of Lake Sakakawea is a manmade disaster caused by 

the Corp of Engineers and it will continue forever until we resolve this issue and seek litigation 

as a result of that mismanagement. This water is much more important than the industrial 

waters that we need for development in these areas. I endorse this bill and would seek 

passage. 

- Representative Wrangham came forward in support of HB 1513. I think it is good planning 

and anytime that we can be proactive to be prepared when we see that there is a possible 

disaster coming where people are going to need a lot of help. These people are in my district 

and I ask that you pass this bill with the amendments. 

-• 

Representative Onstad from District #4 said that Parshall is in his district and they have been 

sited as having problems. The city of Parshall used to be on well water and the well water was 

designated as not being fit for the elderly and not fit for the small children. It was high in 

sodium and at that time they put their investment into a new water treatment plant and they 

sought a source of water out of Lake Sakakawea and the Missouri River System. In those 

current papers there is a guarantee of water but it doesn't say who is going to pay for it or how 

it is going to be paid for but says there will be a water supply. It has gone on for several years 

and the city of Parshall has extended it with the help of some financing from the Corp and the 

state of North Dakota and a few loans. They have made improvements in the water treatment 

plant so they have done their job with due diligent as any community has but the situation that 
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they have now is turbidity. When the water level gets to a point, the turbidity is too high and 

therefore they have to go to the well water. It is a question of what is worse. The city of 

Parshall anticipates that they are going to have to do a loan to help fix this. They have raised 

their water rates in anticipation of that. Our city auditor was unable to make it today because 

of a prior commitment and he apologized for that. He would be a great source as to how they 

have handled their water needs. They have several choices they can make but there are 

going to be other communities that take their water out of the Missouri system as well. It is a 

great source of water but you have to have the availability. They were told now that they don't 

know if the funding is going to be there for them and that is probably going to happen this 

summer. He urges a do pass. 

• Representative Solberg asked how many times Parshall has extended their intake. 

Representative Onstad said it was twice. They have made improvements in their water 

treatment plant. Their water comes out of Van Hook Arm and this area was all agricultural 

land and it is very level and low so to extend that it may be two miles and that becomes an 

issue. Long term they would extend again, but short term they will try to make adjustments to 

their water treatment plant. 

Representative Keiser asked if the city of Parshall was creating an emergency reserve fund 

within their water funding for this. 

Representative Onstad said they had raised the rates in anticipation of this but this is a 

community of 800 people. What is allowable that the citizens can handle? I believe there was 

a 15% raise in the rates. They are trying to be proactive but they are asking for additional 

assistance. 

Representative Drovdal from District #39 came forward in support also. Fifty five years ago 

North Dakota was sold on a package that ended up creating the Garrison Dam and Lake 
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Sakakawea. Part of that package included potable water and recreation activities. Some of 

these people had to be reestablished and they completely lost their water sources. A lot of 

people were displaced and now we need help with our water. The water is recessing and it is 

hard to get good potable water. The Corp of Engineers has been very successful in the fact 

that they have screwed up everything on the Missouri River Systems. The communities along 

this system took there word but now they need help with funds with this. They are willing to 

support all the new projects that take the water to the eastern part of the state, the NAWS 

project, but they are saying they need help. I wish it were a grant and not in the form of a loan. 

They are doing their part and they are using their resources, but it getting to the point that 

these small communities can no longer handle this. 

• Representative Pinkerton of Minot came forward with concerns about NAWS as the Minot 

project. It has been a pay as you go thing. We are still two or three years away from drawing 

any water from the lake. It has been a moving target for Minot. As the lake levels drop the 

turbidity is becoming a problem and this is another moving target. 

Mr. Dale Frink of the State Water Commission came forward in support of HB 1513. See 

attached written testimony marked as Item #3. He had a conversation yesterday with Dennis 

Kritman who is in charge of the Bureau of Reclamation in Bismarck. He pointed out a couple 

of concerns with the loan. As it is laid out right now, it is actually a grant to the city or to the 

user but it would be up to the State Water Commission to go after federal funds to replace that 

money. Several of them are located on a reservation. They are eligible for Indian MRI 

program dollars. He does not believe that we can get reimbursed for Indian MRI dollars. The 

tribes took out a loan a few years ago and they sued the bureau to get reimbursed and they 

• were successful. That is a one time thing, but it is easier for the tribe to win than the state to 

win. He didn't give us much hope for being reimbursed. We do have a state MRI program as 
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well. We have advanced about fifteen to seventeen million dollars from that program and they 

haven't been reimbursed for any of that yet and we think it is possible but when you are only 

getting two or three million dollars a year for a program there just isn't any money. The 

amendments make the program permissive and it doesn't require the state water commission 

to do it and we certainly will investigate it. We are fully aware about some of these problems 

and as some of these problems develop we will see what we can do. The new master manual 

the navigation can be precluded earlier than before. Under the new manual the new number is 

1793. They may preclude navigation around 1800 feet. They make the determination in the 

spring of the year around March 15. As far as the turbidity problems, if you have a better 

treatment plant with large clarifiers, they can handle that. Parshall treats what comes in and it 

• is more difficult for them to handle this problem and they cannot treat the water. 

Chairman Porter asked without this bill is the state engineer currently able to do what is 

mentioned in the bill and assist in those emergency projects such as Parshall and Fort Yates 

and any place else in the state. 

Mr. Frink said the State Water Commission is given a certain authority and they typically 

provide a list of projects during the appropriation process. If a city comes in for a loan, we will 

look at it and are able to move some money around. 

Chairman Porter asked him if they were ignoring it now. 

Mr. Frink said they are not and if a city comes in and asks for a grant they would certainly look 

at it. 

Chairman Porter asked about the loans against future municipal rural water industrial supplies 

and municipalities. As the way the bill is written, how would the interest accumulate on those 

• loans until the money would be paid back? 
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Mr. Frink said it was to the users. The cities would get that money as if it were a full grant. 

To them it would be a full grant but then the SWC would have the authority to go to the Bureau 

of Reclamation and try to get reimbursed for that. 

Chairman Porter said why wouldn't that municipality go to the Bureau of Reclamation? 

Mr. Frink said on the Indian MRI program they don't necessarily have to. The problem that 

you have is that you are only getting two or three million dollars a year, so you can get three 

million dollars per year for the state program and three million dollars per year for the Indian 

MRI program. That is not enough money so if you want to spend beyond that you would give 

them a grant out of the resource trust fund and this is intended as an advance. The Bureau is 

telling us we cannot get reimbursed. 

• Representative Hunskor asked where does the money come from that is in the resource trust 

fund and what is the amount of money that is available. 

Mr. Frink said the SWC is showing about sixty five million dollars or there about. That is a 

combination of funds from the resource trust fund and the water development trust fund. That 

is the total and it would come out of that. We have tentatively allocated twelve million dollars 

to MRI projects around the state. That entire sixty five million is allocated. Some of won't be 

spent because water projects take a long time to develop. On the other hand the City of Devils 

Lake was allocated two million dollars and they are telling us they are going to need more. If 

the projects don't go it is usually related to federal funding on their end. 

Representative Keiser asked why don't we just say grant rather than loan. We have a real 

problem that we need to solve but putting this language in doesn't seem to work. These 

communities have a continuing need for those revenues. They can't pay off the loan so why 

- don't we just say grant. 
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Mr. Frink said to the community it is a grant. We have conversations in the water community 

as to whether we can continue to advance these monies as grants rather than just give it out 

as loans. 

Representative Kelsh asked what is the balance in the resource trust fund right now. 

Mr. Frink said it is mostly the oil extraction tax. We get 20% of the money from the oil 

extraction tax and I think it is about 43 million which is a substantial increase over past and that 

is due to oil production rather than oil price. 

Representative Charging asked him to explain the Dakota Water Resource Act. 

Mr. Frink said it was passed in 2000 in Congress. There are three parts and it gave two 

hundred million dollars in loans, and gave two hundred million dollars in grants to the state MRI 

• project and two hundred million of grants to the Indian MRI program. That is the authorized 

amount and trying to get the money appropriated is another thing. The two hundred million in 

grants for the state has not been received yet. The Indian MRI program has received some 

money or at least a portion of it. The two hundred million is all indexed so the authorized 

amount now is about two hundred fifty million. The amounts are growing but congress has 

only been appropriating 4 million per year which is less than the index. We hope to improve 

that situation. There is a lot of federal money going to Grand Forks and now that this project is 

done, we are hoping we can get some of that money. 

Mr. Mike Dwyer of the North Dakota Water Users Association came forward in support of HB 

1513. In the 80's and 90's we had a number of circumstances come together where we had 

major water infrastructure needs that had to be addressed. Devils Lake was one of those. 

The Grand Forks flood control in 1997 was also one of those. Fargo had a near disaster in 

- 1997 as well. We started the southwest pipeline in the 1980's and today that project served 

over 28 cities and over 3000 rural customers. The NAWS project is trying to supply the city of 
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Minot. The governor's budget has 65 million dollars in it which is allocated to the water 

commission and they make the decisions as to how that money should be spent. Our water 

community provides support to all of those. It is a process to allocate those funds but it is a 

very workable process. They determine the highest needs and shift the money to those 

projects. We are trying to move forward on all these projects. You have made a tremendous 

commitment on this. Some of these projects are almost complete but we support this program 

as it fits in with all the other water projects we are trying to do. 

Mr. Doug Mund of the Heartland Engineering out of Bismarck came forward in support. They 

have worked on 7 emergency intake projects along Lake Sakakawea and Lake Oahe. 

Funding is not available for these emergency projects. Other grants can take up to a year and 

• this is not sufficient to cover these emergencies. I feel that if this had been in place this would 

have been a tremendous help to these communities. They are supporting this bill. 

• 

Chairman Porter asked for further testimony in favor. He asked for opposition to this bill. At 

the request of the sponsor, this bill will be held open until committee work next week so that 

other testimony can be assembled. The hearing was closed . 
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Chairman Porter opened discussion on HB 1513. 

Representative Charging said she had a county commissioner from McLean County here 

that wanted to testify. 

Mr. Ron Kresbach, McLean county commissioner from Garrison came forward to testify. The 

commission is in full support of the bill with the amendments. Several communities in McLean 

County have had water issues because of the low water levels of Lake Sakakawea. The water 

supplies and water quality have been affected. This has gone beyond the financial capacity of 

these smaller communities. 

Representative Charging explained the amendments. They want to include these 

amendments complete. She read the amendments. 

Representative DeKrey said that once you take the appropriation out of this bill the SWC can 

do any of this anyway. Have we eliminated the need for the bill? 

Chairman Porter said based on Mr. Frink's testimony that is correct. 

Representative Keiser said this puts into statute what really the current policy is . 
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Representative Charging said she challenged that too but many people came forward and 

said this needed to be done. The water commission had no direction and no one telling them 

they had to. This shows that we are in support. 

Representative Keiser said that he has frustration to the point of anger with the SWC. If you 

read this bill it was impossible to happen. The loan program, assets that were controlled by 

the federal government, and there is no possibility that they could take it back. They knew it 

and that is my one frustration. When we talked to them after the hearing, they said they knew 

they could not pay it back, so why put it in the bill. 

Chairman Porter said that this was not their language or their bill. 

Representative Keiser said we asked them how this works and they danced around it the 

• best that they could. They should have just said it doesn't work that way. 

Representative Charging said he knew it was not their bill but she did go to them for help. 

do not know how helpful they were. 

Chairman Porter asked is she was moving her amendments. 

Representative Charging said if she may. 

Representative Meyer seconded the motion. 

Chairman Porter asked for discussion. Hearing none a voice vote was taken and the motion 

prevailed. 

Representative Nottestad asked if the other set of amendments were being looked at now. 

Chairman Porter said no. 

Representative Hofstad said he was trying to figure out exactly what this bill will do. 

Representative Charging said this is showing legislative intent to those communities that are 

in an emergency potential and it puts in parameters and right now they are getting bombarded. 
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The funds are being spread in different directions. I will argue why we have to go this far with 

the SWC. 

Representative Hofstad said but we have a water commission that deals with these issues 

and these issues change on an annual basis. I think they need to have flexibility. 

Representative Charging said that this is a parameter. 

Representative Hofstad said but this is what they do. They need to prioritize. 

Representative Damschen said that he was suspecting the reason for this legislation was 

because it wasn't getting done. Maybe they do need some direction. The scary thing is that if 

we don't pass this they are going to look at this and say they had a chance to give ii a strategy 

and they decided not to. 

• Representative Keiser said in the discussion he had with them in the hallway, they gave him 

the indication that when we the low water levels and the state had to step in they were not sure 

at what authority they were going to step in under. They knew they had flexibility but they 

didn't have direction. This bill maintains all their flexibility and it does give them the direction 

with legislative approval that they may do this. They may step in and they may give these 

communities the money. This is ultimately what they did and this legislation conforms to what 

they did. This doesn't change what happens but it gives them some authority in the future to 

do what they need to do. 

Representative DeKrey said that this got done and they did their job. Now we come after the 

fact and then the next time when something comes up that they don't know how to handle are 

they just going to sit on their hands and wait for direction from the legislature. 

Representative Charging said it takes common sense and like I said this is a form of 911 and 

these people need help. They are without water and hospitals closed. It took days for them to 

respond to this. The law was unclear. 
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Representative Drovdal made an motion for a do pass as amended. 

Representative Meyer seconded the motion. 

Chairman Porter asked for discussion. Hearing none the clerk called the roll on a do pass as 

amended on HB 1513. Let the record show 10 yes, 3 no with 1 absent. The motion prevailed. 

Representative Nottestad will carry the bill to the floor . 
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1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
fundinq levels and annrooriations anticioated under current law. 

2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Other Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues 
Expenditures 
Appropriations 

18. Countv, citv, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the aoorooriate oolitical subdivision. 
2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts 

2A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the 
provisions having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

This bill enacts a new section to chapter 61-02 allowing the State Water Commission to create an emergency 
municipal, tribal, and rural water system drinking water grant program . 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which 
have fiscal impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

House Bill 1513 with the conference committee amendments contains permissive language that would use existing 
agency appropriation. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency 
and fund affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and 
appropriations. Indicate whether the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a 
continuing appropriation. 

Name: David Laschkewitsch gency: ND State Water Commission 
Phone Number: 328-1956 04/05/2007 
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Amendment to: Engrossed 
HB1513 

1 A State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to 
~ undina levels and aaoropriations anticipated under current law. 

2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 
General Other Funds General Other Funds General Other Funds 

Fund Fund Fund 
Revenues 
Expenditures $52,900,00C $15,000,000 

Appropriations 

1B. Countv, citv, and school district fiscal effect: ldentifv the fiscal effect on the annropriate political subdivision. 
2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 

School School School 
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts 

2A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the 
provisions having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

This bill enacts a new section to chapter 61-02 requiring the State Water Commission to create an emergency 
municipal, tribal, and rural water system drinking water grant program . 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which 
have fiscal impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

Section 1 mandates that this new program becomes active when the governor declares an emergency relating to the 
inability of a water system to obtain an adequate quantity of water from the Missouri River, Lake Sakakawea or Lake 
Oahe. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and 

fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line 
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

At present there are two cities at immediate risk, Parshall and Ft. Yates. However, there are several other cities and 
intakes that could potentially be affected by the low levels. In 2005, an engineering consultant estimated the cost of 
solving Parshall's problem ranged from $19 million to $22.9 million, depending on the alternative selected. The 
Bureau of Reclamation has spent $3.2 million on Ft. Yates temporary intake and has yet to determine the estimate for 
a permanent intake. The Bureau estimates they could need between $30 million and $45 million to address the needs 
of the Standing Rock rural water systems due to the low water levels. As a result, the fiscal impact of this bill could be 
as high as $67.9 million, less any local or federal share. This fiscal note assumes the Water Commission would be 
required to fund the alternative of choice by the local communities. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency 
and fund affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and 
appropriations. Indicate whether the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a 
continuing appropriation. 



Name: David Laschkewitsch gency: ND State Water Commission 
Phone Number: 328-1956 03/16/2007 
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Title.0300 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Charging 

January 31, 2007 

House Amendments to HB 1513 (70791.0201) - Natural Resources Committee 
02/02/2007 

Page 1, line 2, replace "loan" with "grant" and remove"; and to provide" 

Page 1, line 3, remove "an appropriation" 

Page 1, line 7, replace "loan" with "grant" and replace "shall" with "may" 

Page 1, line 8, replace "loan" with "grant" 

Page 1, line 9, replace "loans against future municipal, rural, and" with "grants" 

Page 1, line 1 o, remove "industrial water supply funds" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 22 

Renumber accordingly 

1 of 1 70791.0201 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 5, 2007 9:12 a.m. 

Module No: HR-24-2069 
Carrier: Nottestad 

Insert LC: 70791.0201 Title: .0300 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1513: Natural Resources Committee (Rep. Porter, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(10YEAS, 3NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB1513 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 2, replace "loan" with "grant" and remove "; and to provide" 

Page 1, line 3, remove "an appropriation" 

Page 1, line 7, replace "loan" with "grant" and replace "shall" with "may" 

Page 1, line 8, replace "loan" with "grant" 

Page 1, line 9, replace "loans against future municipal, rural, and" with "grants" 

Page 1, line 10, remove "industrial water supply funds" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 22 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK. (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-24-2069 
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Bill/Resolution No. HB 1513 

Senate Natural Resources Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Hearing Date: March 1, 2007 

Recorder Job Number: # 4192, 4-193 
I 

I 

Committee Clerk Signature I 

Minutes: 

Senator Stanley Lyson, Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources Committee opened the 

hearing on HB 1513 relating to an emergency municipal drinking water grant program. 

All members of the committee were present. 

• Representative Dawn Charging of District 4 prime sponsor of HB 1513 introduced the bill 

stating the Missouri River System and Lake Sakakawea is in the center of the district. The 

drought conditions on the Missouri River are the reason for this bill. There was discussion in 

the house as to why the bill is necessary, because there is a water commission. But because 

of what happened on the Missouri River in the past five years the municipals and rural water 

system had found out there was no where to go for help. The bill will address without any 

question that the water commission has the authority to intervene and help. 

Senator Herbert Urlacher asked where the groups went before for help. 

Representative Dawn Charging stated there was no problem before and presently the lake is 

at a seventy foot low. Presently the communities are adding sales taxes to pay for water 

projects but these small communities cannot bear the burden. US Senator Dorgan is working 

with the Corp of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. 

-Senator Urlach~r asked who paid the bill when Fort Yates had the water shortage. 
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Representative Charging answered that until it was sorted out there was no help at all. We 

are not asking or expecting the state to become the sole responsible party to pay for these 

projects, but the bill gives the emergency help that is needed. 

Senator Constance Triplett asked if this to be a short term emergency fix and not a long term 

help, so this would be like the state sending tanks of water to a small community or with the 

National Guard and their emergency water treatment. 

Representative Charging stated the intent is to have the state step in as the first responder to 

the problem and help the community address the problem. Meanwhile there would be a 

federal responsible party to work on solving the problem. She further explained the tour with 

the federal officials and entire river system . 

• 

Senator Joel Heitkamp stated the language is very inclusive and asked if it includes down 

stream communities at the sea level footage. 

Representative Charging responded there has been conversation as to what that trigger 

should be and she is working on an amendment regarding that language. 

Senator Lyson added Williston has problems and should be included. 

Representative Charging stated the bill says municipal or municipalities and did not intend to 

preclude rural or tribal water systems and this will be included in the amendment. 

Representative Dwight Wrangham of District 8 cosponsor of HB 1513 testified in support 

stating that any time there is the opportunity to plan for potential catastrophe and be ready to 

help the folks that need it makes this need to happen. 

Representative Rodney Froelich of District 31 cosponsor of HB 1513 testified in support by 

presenting the history of Fort Yates, the surrounding areas and communities and the problems 

.they had with drought and their water system. Although the governor did step up to the plate it 

was very difficult to get the federal government to help. The bill would enhance the system 
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because the state of North Dakota needs to get involved. Millions of dollars do not need to be 

set aside because these are emergencies resulting in emergency funding. 

Senator Triplett questioned why the word "may" instead of "must" establish a program. 

Representative Froelich stated that was for the committee to decide. 

Representative Kenton Onstad of District 4 cosponsor of HB 1513 testified in support stating 

his hometown of Parshall has been affected many times by water problems. He presented the 

history of Parshall of going from well water to the usage of Missouri River water. There were 

assurances from the state of North Dakota and the Corp of Engineers that water would always 

be provided to the city. The two have different opinions of who holds that responsibility as the 

community has continually raised their water usage rates. 

~ Senator Heitkamp asked if the bill is passed will the burden become the entire responsibly of 

..., the state. 

Representative Omstad answered the city is in discussion with congressional office as the go 

between with the Corp of Engineers as things continue with water quality and the need to 

change systems. 

Todd Sando, Assistant State Engineer with the North Dakota State Water Commission 

testified in support of HB 1513 presenting background stating there is a water supply policy to 

the state water commission, they do cost share for projects. It is written in the bill "may" 

establish and they are fine with that. With the cost share policy and with more grant language 

in the bill there is concern because they need to fund at 100%. 

Senator Heitkamp: pass the bill the way it is without amending it, so that it is more controlling. 

Do you envision the department setting up the program because it says you may, are you 

.going to set aside money in water development for it or put a program in place and then 

access other dollars within your programs if need be. 
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Todd Sando: can't answer for the water commission but most likely they would support it. 

Senator Heitkamp: there are always concerns and will put the state into a position that would 

make federal dollars unavailable. 

Todd Sando: it is hard to work through cannels to get a permanent fix. 

Senator Tollefson: it appears to be wide open in terms of dollars and the term emergency is 

in the entire bill. 

Todd Sando: emergency is in code and the governor can declare ii again for these areas. 

Wide open funding is a concern as there is a limited budget and there are needs and projects 

throughout the state. 

Senator Heitkamp: that is the strength of HB 1513, if the governor and the water commission 

say something is necessary, the funds can be used and they are not mandated to use a 

- specific fund set aside for emergencies that could be used for scheduled projects. 

Ken Royce, engineer with Butler and Weston Firm, employed by the three Affiliated Tribes 

testified in support of HB 1513. The bill has the potential to address the issue of low water 

supply and added the term communities and municipalities might exclude the tribal 

government from accessing federal funding. The second issue is the non discriminatory policy 

of the tribe of providing water should be reflected in this bill to not discriminate against the 

tribal access to water. One other thing is to retroactively compensate those who have offered 

help and emergency services during the drought and shortage of water. 

Senator Heitkamp: explain from an engineering standpoint and would ii be done the same 

way. 

Ken Royce: as water lowers the silt is washed in and a fix is to go deeper and further from the 

.shore. The tribe is spending $5 million dollars to so five feet deeper. 

Senator Triplett: are wells ever considered. 
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Ken Royce: this technique has been used in the past but they are very expensive and this 

needs to be a large system. Drilling can also occur under the river bed but the right geological 

conditions need to present. 

Senator Urlacher: is the level in the bill appropriate. 

Ken Royce: the sea level of 1804 is for Lake Sakakawea and does not relate to Lake Oahe. 

Ken Royce representing the North Dakota Water Users testified in support of HB 1513. 

Bret Jochim, Chief Operating Officer for the Advanced Engineering and Environmental 

Services testified in behalf of the City of Parshall in support of HB 1513 (see attachment #1 ). 

Discussion was held as to where the water inlet is located, the original well and how the 

blending of water supplies has been done but can not be done in this situation because there 

A is no water from the intake. 

- Duane Ash representing the Friends of Sakakawea testified in support of HB 1513 (See 

attachment #2). 

• 

Senator Lyson asked for testimony in opposition to HB 1513 and hearing none asked for 

neutral testimony. 

# 4193 

Cheryl Kulas representing the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission testified in a neutral 

position on HB 1513 presenting the impact of the drought and lack of water on Indian Tribes. It 

took days to get federal funding meanwhile the tribes were left without water resources. The 

city of Washburn helped get water in and in that process lost equipment and is therefore 

seeking money to help recover those expenses . 
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Minutes: 

Senator Stanley Lyson opened committee work on HB 1513. 

All members of the committee were present. 

Discussion was held regarding the footage language in the bill, what it applies to and if the 

• language should be removed from the bill. The footage should not be included because the 

when the emergency needs to be declared, the footage issue could become a hindrances 

because of the inconsistency. One other issued is if the river levels need to be in the bill. 

Further committee work on HB 1513 will take place when Representative Dawn Charging is 

available for comment on the amendments. 

#4299 

Senator Stanley Lyson reopened committee work on HB 1513. 

Senator Lyson stated HB 1513 is an emergency bill, that there was no testimony in opposition 

to the bill. Amendments have been offered (see attachment). He further asked if the footage 

language should be or has to be included in the bill. 
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Representative Dawn Charging of District 4 prime sponsor of HB 1513 agreed because the 

trigger mechanism is in the bill and the North Dakota Water Commission is supportive of the 

bill although they were not initially. 

Senator Constance Triplett: will it make more sense to remove the footage language out of 

the bill and reference the declaration of emergency. 

Representative Charging: agreed and explained the amendments as presented by herself 

and the amendment regarding stating the footage of water level and the word "Shall" instead of 

"may" within the bill. 

Senator Heitkamp: all communities and tribal districts have as required by law an emergency 

plan and this bill requires the water commission to go to the communities and include those 

emergency plans within the committee's master plan. 

Discussion was held if the word "shall" will give the wrong message to the federal government. 

There might be a problem if there was a fund set aside in reserve designated for emergences 

but this bill only puts in place the logistics of the funding. This will still give the commission the 

oversight of the emergency funding and projects. 

Senator Layton Freborg: what will the water commission do for funding if all monies are 

already marked of projects? 

Discussion was held regarding the pecking order for projects and if there is an emergency, 

designated funded projects would be readjusted. 

Senator Heitkamp made a motion to adopt an amendment to include the tribal entities; 

change may to shall call emergency and to remove the footage language. 

Senator Triplett second the motion. 

- Roll call vote #1 to adopt the proposed amendment was taken by voice vote indicating 7 Yeas, 

0 Nays and O absent or not voting. 
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Senator Heitkamp made a motion for a Do Pass as Amended of HB 1513. 

Senator Triplett second the motion. 

Roll call vote #2 for a Do Pass as Amended of HB 1513 was taken indicating 7 Yeas, 0 Nays 

and O absent or not voting. 

Senator Heitkamp will carry HB 1513 . 



70791.0301 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Charging 

March 1, 2007 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1513 

Page 1, line 2, after "municipal" insert", tribal, and rural water system" 

Page 1, line 6, after "municipal" insert", tribal, and rural water system" 

Page 1, line 7, after "municipal" insert". tribal. and rural water system" 

Page 1, line 8, after "municipalities" insert", tribes. and rural water systems" 

Page 1, line 1 0, remove "municipal" 

Page 1. line 12, after "active" insert "for water systems that obtain their water from Lake 
Sakakawea" and replace "four" with "six" 

Page 1. line 13. after "level" insert": for water systems that obtain their water from the Missouri 
River when the flow of the Missouri River reaches sixteen thousand cubic feet per 
second: and for water systems that obtain their water from Lake Oahe when the level of 
Lake Oahe reaches one thousand five hundred ninety feet mean sea level" 

Page 1, line 14. after "municipalities" insert", tribes. and rural water systems" 

Page 1. line 15. after "municipal" insert ", tribal. or rural" 

Page 1, line 16, remove "municipal" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 70791.0301 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March 6, 2007 2:20 p.m. 

Module No: SR-42-4571 
Carrier: Heitkamp 

Insert LC: 70791.0302 Title: .0400 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1513, as engrossed: Natural Resources Committee (Sen. Lyson, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB 1513 
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 2, after "municipal" insert ", tribal, and rural water system" 

Page 1, line 6, after "municipal" insert ". tribal, and rural water system" and replace "may" 
with "shall" 

Page 1, line 7, after "municipal" insert", tribal. and rural water system" 

Page 1, line 8, after "municipalities" insert ". tribes. and rural water systems" 

Page 1, line 10, remove "municipal" 

Page 1, line 12, replace "level of Lake Sakakawea reaches one thousand eight hundred four" 
with "governor declares an emergency relating to the inability of a water system to 
obtain an adequate quantity of quality water" 

Page 1, line 13, remove "feet mean sea level" 

Page 1, line 14, after "municipalities" insert ". tribes, and rural water systems" 

Page 1, line 15, after "municipal" insert ". tribal, or rural" 

Page 1, line 16, remove "municipal" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 
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2007 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Bill/Resolution No. HB 1513 

House Natural Resources Conference Committee 

~ Check here for Conference Committee 

Hearing Date: March 29, 2007 

Recorder Job Number: 5629 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Minutes: 

Chairman Hofstad called the conference committee meeting on HB 1513 and asked the clerk 

to call the roll. Representatives Hofstad, DeKrey and Solberg and Senators Urlacher and 

Tollefson were present. Senator Heitkamp arrived within a few minutes. He asked someone 

from the Senate to explain their amendment. He said the one word change has caused a 52.9 

million dollar fiscal note. Maybe someone from the Senate would like to address the change of 

"may" back to "shall". 

Senator Heitkamp said they were trying to figure out how the fiscal note got to 52.9 million 

dollars. We were hoping that there would be some explanation of that because we didn't 

agree with that. Our chairman said he wanted this to go to conference to talk about that and 

find out how that one word changed ii into that kind of fiscal note. He wanted me to come back 

with an explanation. 

Chairman Hofstad said we could get someone from the State Water Commission to come 

here. 

Senator Heitkamp said he was of the impression that they were going to be here so he is 

sorry that they wasted your lime by not contacting you in advance of that. 
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Senator Urlacher said the "shall" makes it positive so that is the reason the fiscal note came 

into play. 

Senator Heitkamp said in his chair's opinion they were taking this far beyond the intent of 

what we are doing here and he wanted to know if they were saying they were going to fund 

everything. I think that is not a realization with where this thing is going. Everyone knew that 

we were talking about Parshall and New Town and those areas and what we could do to make 

sure that it happened and happened right. I think that is something both chambers certainly 

agreed on. 

Chairman Hofstad asked if it was the intent of the Senate to mandate that the SWC address 

these two issues and address the problem and reconstruct the project. 

• Senator Heitkamp said he thought it was the intent of the Senate that something come to the 

water commission as to the seriousness of what is happening in Parshall and to bring them in 

to have a discussion on that. 

Senator Urlacher said only with the declaration of an emergency situation by the Governor. 

Senator Heitkamp said that was right. The trigger has to be pulled by the governor. 

Senator Urlacher said we don't have the Sakakawea water levels reference and the Oahe 

and that would have a different affect. 

Senator Heitkamp said they struggled with that in the beginning because they had the levels 

of upper basin and then when they got down to Fort Yates and other areas, it was a concern to 

where those levels would be. Representative Charging brought in the points to deal with that. 

I think that part is worked out. The big question here is if we get to the water commission and 

say if the governor declares this, we need to fund this as a high priority because we have to 

worry about the intake. If that is the case, how did we get to fifty two million? That is the 

answer the chair is looking for. 
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Senator Urlacher said we really don't know what the participation will be by the federal 

government on these projects under emergency conditions. 

Senator Heitkamp said his belief on that is that the governor is going to have all those ducks 

in a row before he calls that. 

Senator Urlacher said before he calls the emergency. 

Chairman Hofstad said he would like to get someone from the State Water Commission over 

here to explain the fiscal note and we will get them to weigh in on this issue. We will be much 

better informed at that time. Is that acceptable to everyone? 

Senator Heitkamp said if nothing else we will have something to go back to our chair with. 

Representative DeKrey made a motion to adjourn . 

Senator Tollefson seconded the motion. 

Chairman Hofstad adjourned the meeting. 
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Minutes: 

Chairman Hofstad opened the Conference Committee on HB 1513 and asked the clerk to call 

the roll. All were present including Representatives Hofstad, DeKrey and Solberg and 

senators Urlacher, Tollefson and Heitkamp . 

Representative_DeKrey made a motion that the House recede from its amendm·ents and 

further amend with the Hofstad amendment dated April 2, 2007, number .0303. 

Representative Solberg seconded the motion. 

Chairman Hofstad said it was the Senate that recedes. He asked for discussion and asked if 

everyone had read the amendments and was comfortable with them. 

Representative Solberg said that he appreciated that it includes all of the towns along the 

lake and especially those that are hurting for water. 

Representative DeKrey said he thought it was a pretty innocuous amendment. I think the 

State Water Commission can do all of these things anyway and so I really don't think we are 

making new law here. 

Senator Urlacher said presently they could go to the bureau, they could go to the emergency 

commission on a declaration of an emergency and the State Water Commission could also be 
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involved in that. There are avenues to take in those emergency conditions without disrupting 

all the water projects in the state. 

Representative DeKrey said it is permissive language. 

Chairman Hofstad said he too thought it was permissive language. We have the State 

Engineer, Dale Frink here. Would you like to weigh in on this Dale? You have seen the 

amendment or at least part of it. It is acceptable to you as I understand. 

Mr. Dale Frink said it is. One of the things that they wanted to make sure was that it was 

permissive. First of all on the fiscal note that came up. It was never my intention to kill the bill 

but the fear that we come in is when the "may" was changed to "shall" there were people that 

were concerned that it was going to eat up the major portion of our budget. They asked me 

• and the Governor's office what we intended to do. My response was that we would probably 

create a program and maybe allocate around two million dollars to it with a cost share. The 

concern was that this may not be enough. People may expect a lot more and the problem is 

that it does not have any money with it and it comes out of our budget and it comes out of our 

projects. The concern was that it was going to take up a lot of our allocation that we have. 

That was the uneasiness that was created and part of that is the size of the potential of this 

thing. The sixty seven million dollars could actually have been higher. We were thinking that 

there was no sense to go higher than that. If you take certain alternatives for just Parshall you 

are in that twenty million dollar category. You have Standing Rock and there are many issues 

down there and you are talking about millions of dollars down there. We also have issues on 

the Fort Berthold Reservation and Williston, Bismarck, and the potential for this is very large. 

The fear is that people are expecting that we would allocate a major portion of our budget to it. 

That was not my intent. If it is your intent that it should go that way, we should have some 

money in it. As the amendment is written right now, it is permissive and it will allow the State 
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Water Commission to weigh the emergency and weigh on the budget and come up with an 

appropriate solution and an appropriate amount of money. 

Representative Solberg said what you are saying is that this would still be at the discretion of 

the water commission to grant an emergency appropriation. Is that correct? 

Mr. Frink said that was correct but without taking a lot of money away from projects, and I am 

sure that most of you have seen the list of projects that we have, all of the budget is already 

allocated to various projects. Whatever we give this program comes out of somebody's project 

and typically we will have projects that don't move as fast as we had hoped and therefore we 

could probably find some dollars for it. The potential there is that if people are thinking we 

would be able to fund that twenty million dollar alternative for Parshall that is not what he is 

• thinking. 

Senator Urlacher said if there is an intake problem and there would probably an intake 

problem in a number of areas and to address that out of State Water Commission funding 

would be literally impossible in my opinion because you are talking about up to eight million 

dollars in the project, right? 

Mr. Frink said yes, or even more. 

Senator Urlacher said we would be in the dilemma that we couldn't fund unless we would 

have federal funding involved. 

Representative DeKrey said he personally thinks that this is rather generous because as a 

private citizen when I have my well and an aquifer and I have all that irrigation out there, if the 

aquifer goes down below my well, it is our my pocket to improve my well to get it down to the 

bottom of the aquifer so that I still have water. These cities that are along here are actually 

going to be able to go and ask for money from the State Water Commission along with the 

private citizens to get their intakes lowered and I don't have that option. If I go to the State 
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Water Commission and I say are you gong to help pay for Duane DeKrey's well, you are going 

to tell me no, the state law is you have to get that down to the bottom of the aquifer yourself. 

Senator Urlacher said we also have that and payback from the Southwest Pipeline overtime 

of course. 

Chairman Hofstad asked for any other discussion. Hearing none, he asked the clerk to call 

the roll. Let the record show 6 yes, 0 no with all present. The motion carried. 

The conference committee was adjourned . 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1513 

That the Senate recede from its amendments as printed on page 931 of the House Journal and 
page 718 of the Senate Journal and that Engrossed House Bill No. 1513 be amended as 
follows: 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and 
enact a new section to chapter 61-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to an 
emergency municipal, tribal, and rural water system drinking water grant program. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 61-02 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is created and enacted as follows: 

Emergency munlclpal. trlbal. and rural water system drinking water grant 
program. The commission may establish an emergency municipal. tribal. and rural 
water assistance program for municipalities. tribes. and rural water systems. whose 
primary source of water is the Missouri River. Lake Sakakawea. or Lake Oahe. The 
commission may establish procedures. cost-share guidelines, and other criteria for 
municipalities. tribes. and rural water systems that request emergency assistance due 
to low water conditions on the Missouri River. Lake Sakakawea. or Lake Oahe. The 
purpose of this program is to provide emergency grant funds to municipalities. tribes • 
and rural water systems facing a critical need or health risk as a result of the inability of 
the water intake system for the municipal. tribal. or rural water system to supply an 
adequate quantity of quality water to the people served by the municipal. tribal. or rural 
water system." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 70791.0303 



• 

• 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
(ACCEDE/RECEDt) 

Bill Number /.<J /3 /513 (, as (re)engrossed): 

Your Conference Committee 

jr the Senate: 

Date: · 

~ 
For the Bouse: 

recommends that ~OUSE) (ACCEDE to~ from) 

YES/NO 

the ~ouse) amendments on (SJ@age(s) 94 / - __ _ 
. __, and place ____ on the Seventh order. 

__ , adopt (further) amendments as follows, and place ___ on the 
Seventh order: 

__, having been unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged 
and a new committee be appointed. 

((Re)Engrossed) was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 

DATE: --------CARRIER: _____________ _ 

LCNO. of amendment 

LCNO. of enarnssment 

Emergency clause added or deleted 
Statement of ouroose of amendment 

MOTION MADE.BY:. _________ _ 

SECONDED BY:. ___________ _ 

VOTE COUNT 

Revised 4/1/05 

YES NO ABSENT 
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) 
April 4, 2007 12:54 p.m. 

Module No: HR-63-7270 

Insert LC: 70791.0303 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
HB 1513, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Urlacher, Tollefson, Heitkamp 

and Reps. Hofstad, DeKrey, Solberg) recommends that the SENATE RECEDE from 
the Senate amendments on HJ page 931, adopt amendments as follows, and place 
H B 1513 on the Seventh order: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments as printed on page 931 of the House Journal 
and page 718 of the Senate Journal and that Engrossed House Bill No. 1513 be amended as 
follows: 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and 
enact a new section to chapter 61-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to an 
emergency municipal, tribal, and rural water system drinking water grant program. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 61-02 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is created and enacted as follows: 

Emergency munlclpal, trlbal, and rural water system drinking water grant 
program. The commission may establish an emergency municipal. tribal. and rural 
water assistance program for municipalities, tribes. and rural water systems, whose 
primary source of water is the Missouri River, Lake Sakakawea. or Lake Oahe. The 
commission may establish procedures, cost-share guidelines. and other criteria for 
municipalities. tribes. and rural water systems that request emergency assistance due 
to low water conditions on the Missouri River. Lake Sakakawea, or Lake Oahe. The 
purpose of this program is to provide emergency grant funds to municipalities, tribes, 
and rural water systems facing a critical need or health risk as a result of the inability of 
the water intake system for the municipal, tribal. or rural water system to supply an 
adequate quantity of quality water to the people served by the municipal. tribal, or rural 
water system." 

Renumber accordingly 

Engrossed HB 1513 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 

(2) DESK, (2) COMM Page No. 1 HR-63-7270 
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. US Army Corps 
of Engineers · 

. No!,"!hwestern Division · 
Public Affairs Office 

.Release No.07-001 

News Release 
12565 West Center Road 
Omaha, Nebraska68144-3869 

Phone: (402) 697-2552 
Fax: .(402) 697-2554 

Water Management Monthly News Release 

Contilct: PaulJohnston 
(402) 697-2552 

Larry Cieslik 
(402) 697-2675. 

Date: January 11, 2007 

oMAiiA- Despite iliewelcome snow over much of the upper Mi~souri Rivet basin in late 
· December and below-normal releases from the system of reservoirs, drought maintains its grip in 
Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota. 

"Wann temperatures allowed us to maintain lower than normal releases from the system of 
· : reservoirs in December," said Larry Cieslik,-Chief of the Water Management office here. "But, the 

·· levels of Fort Peck, Gmrison and Oahe reservoirs each fell slightly due to low runoff." 
. . . . . . . 

Runoff for 2006 totaled 18.5 nilllion acre feet (MAF), 74 percentof normal. This is the 
seventh consecutive year·ofless-than~normal. runoff. For 2001, the forecast is 20 MAP, 79 percent 
of normal. The mountain sno~ack above Fort Peck is currently 80 pen;ent of:normal. In the reach 
between Fort Peck and Gmrison, essentially the Yellowstone River basin, it is 77 percent of normal. 

The firuil 2006-07 Annual Operating Plan was published in December. It is available on the 
Northw¢rm Division website at: http://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/aoplitm.1. A series pf 
public meetings to ·review, discuss and take.comments on' the draft plan were conqucted in October· 
from Fort Peck, Mont., to St. Louis, Mo. · · · 

Releases from Gavins Point Dam averaged 12,600 ~fs in December compared to the normal · 
19,800 cfs. Releases in January are expected to average 12,500 cfs, compared to the long-term 

· average of 19,800 cfs. They will be adjusted as necessary if cold temperatures begin to cause ice­
related problems for utilities and water supply intakes. 

·. Fort Raii.dal.l releases av~d 10,600 cfs in December. Th~y will be adjusted in January as 
necessary to maintain Gavins Point reservoir near its desired elevation. Fort Randall reservoir 
climbed slightly more than 6 feet last month as it captured the hydropower releases from Big Bend 
and Oahe dams. · It is expecte4 climb another 3 feet this month. 

Big Bend reservoir will remain in its normal range of 1420 to 1421 feet. Releases will be 
adjusted to meet hydropowet needs. - . 



• 
·. Oahe reservoir fell Jess.than hliif a foot in December, ending af~levation 1572.8 feet msl. The 

reservoir is expected to climb. 1.4 feet in January, ending the month near elevation 1574;2 feet That 
is 25.l feet below its nollillU elevation. . The reservoir is 2.5_ feet lower than.it was last year at this · · · 
.time. 

Ganison releases averaged 15,300 cfs during December compared to the long-term average of 
20, 700 cfs. Releases will be maintained near 16,300 cfs. throuipl January, compared to the average of 
23,200 cfs. Ganison resenroir dropped 1.1_ feet in December, ending the month at 1807.8 feet, and is 
expected to decline less than a foot in January, ending at 1807.1 feet. It will end themonth25.7 feet .. 
below normal. The reservoir is 4.2 feet lower than last year at this time. · 

Fort Peck releases 11,veraged 9,500 cfs in December, compared to the Jong-term average of 
9,800 cfs, and :will be maintained. at 10,200 cfs this month, slightly bel!iw the average of 11,000 cfs. 
The re,servoir fell 1.9 feet in December; ending at elevation 2199.4 feet msl. It will fall 1.4 feet in 
January, ending the month at elevation 2198 feet; about 31 feet below normal. It is currently 2.2 feet 

· lower than last year at this time. The ·reservoir is forecast to reach a recoiu low of 2196. 7 feet at the 
. end ofFebruazy, surpassing the previous record of2198.3 feet set in January 2005 . 

The six main stem power plants generated 463 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in . 
December, only 65 percent of normal because of lower pool levels and reduced releases from the 

. dams. Total energy production for 2006 was 6.3 billion kWh, compared to the average of 10 billion. 
kWh. . . 

. -30-

· Daily and forecasted reservoir and river information is updated everyday and is available on 
the Water Management section of the Northwestern Division homepage at 

· www.nwd.usace.army.miL 

2 
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MISSOURI RIVER MAINSTEM RESERVOIR.DATA 

Pool Elevation Water in Storage~ 1,000 acre-feet 
· (ftmsl) 

On ·Change in · On December 31 % of 1967-2005 Change in 
December December '. Average Decembc:r 

31 
I 

Fort Peck- 2199.4 -1.9 8,907 61 0285 

Ganison 1807.8. -1.1 10,439 · 60 -263 

Oahe . 1572:8 ~.4 10,260 61 ~19 

Big Bend 1420.9 +o.6 1,676 ·97 +29 

Fort 1343.8. +6.0 2,688 101 +370 
Randall . 

Gavins 1207.9 +o,.8 408 97 +22 
Point 

34,378 64 -206 

WATER.RELEASES AND ENERGY GENERATION FOR DECEMBER 

Average Release in 1,000 Releases in 1,00Q Generation in 1,000 
cfs af . .MWh 

Fort Peck 9.5 584 .77 

Garrison 15.3 943 118 ', 

Oahe 15.4 947 117 

. BigBend. . 13.8 849 . 53 

Fort Randall 10.6 651 61 
. Gavins Point . 12.6 777 36 

. . 462 . 
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• TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1513 

House Natural Resources Committee 

Dale L. Frink 
North Dakota State Engineer, and 
Chief Engineer-Secretary to the 

North Dakota State Water Commission 

January 26, 2007 

Mr. Chairman and members of the House Natural Resources Committee, I am Dale 
Frink, North Dakota State Engineer, and Chief Engineer-Secretary to the North Dakota 
State Water Commission. It is my pleasure to appear before you today regarding House 
Bill 1513. 

House Bill 1513 would create an emergency municipal drinking water loan program 
within the State Water Commission. Clearly, the low reservoir levels in Lake Sakakawea 
and Lake Oahe are issues that cause serious problems for municipal intakes. The 
Corps of Engineers December, 2007 forecast for Lake Sakakawea range from elevation 
1810 feet msl with normal runoff to elevation 1798 feet msl with lower decile runoff. 
Certainly, the current conditions indicate lower than normal runoff for the Missouri River 
system. 

I have attached elevation data for several intakes along the lakes. Most of these intakes 
have been or will be lowered. Therefore, most intakes should be marginal for 2007 and, 
if the reservoirs reach lower decile elevations, navigation would be precluded for 2008. 
However, there are specific issues. The city of Parshall's intake is located in a large 
mud flat area that causes significant turbidity problems that could prevent the city from 
using Lake Sakakawea water. The city of Fort Yates is also functioning with a temporary 
intake. 

To the best of my knowledge, the cities of Parshall and Fort Yates do not have specific 
plans beyond the modifications listed. Based on the lack of specific plans, I would 
recommend that House Bill 1513 be amended to be permissive only and not restrict $5 
million in the Resources Trust Fund. There are many water projects needing state 
funding such as the Red River Valley Water Supply, Southwest Pipeline, Devils Lake, 
and numerous other projects. These projects do not have mandated allocations. This 
allows the State Water Commission to allocate project funds based on need during the 
biennium. 

I have proposed amendments to House Bill 1513 for your consideration. 
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NORTH DAKOTA MUNICIPAL AND RURAL 

INTAKES IN LAKE SAKAKAWEA AND LAKE OAHE 

2006 
Operation 

Current Elevation Future Date of 
City/User Elevation Problems Elevation Construction Comments 

Mandaree 

Twin Buttes 

Four Bears 

White Shield 

Parshall 

Garrison 

~ickCity 

asin Electric/ 
Southwest Pipeline 

Fort Yates (Oahe) 

anuary 24, 2007 

1786 

1786 1795 1785 

1793 1800 1785 

1791 1800 1763 

1795 1810 

1776 

1800 

1778 

1571 

Complete 

July, 2007 

July, 2007 

July, 2007 

Intake extended 

Construction delayed 

Temporary intake with 
turbidity problems 

Temporary intake­
under study; 
sediment problem; 
U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation project 
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City of Parshall Testimony for HB 1513 

Over the past 20-plus years, the City of Parshall has relied on a conventional water 

intake system constructed in the Van Hook Arm of Lake Sakakawea for its water supply. 

In that time, the upper reaches of the Missouri River watershed have experienced several 

severe, prolonged droughts that have resulted in periodic low water levels in Lake 

Sakakawea. During each of the drought events, the original raw water intake system 

became unusable as it is only operational to a lake elevation of 1820 feet and higher. 

Fortunately for the .City of Parshall, the United States Army Corp of Engineers 

(USA CE) sponsored emergency intake improvement projects to ensure the City's raw 

water supply system remained operational. The most recent project sponsored by the US 

Army Corp of Engineers installed a new temporary intake capable of supplying raw 

water to meet the City's current needs at a lake pool elevation as low as 1802 feet. 

Having experienced being out of water, and a variety of temporary emergency 

measures on multiple occasions, the City of Parshall is very concerned this system may 

again become inoperable as soon as this spring. Currently, the water elevation in Lake 

Sakakawea is approximately 1806 feet above MSL. The US Army Corp of Engineer's 

most recent reservoir forecasts predict that Lake Sakakawea could drop below our 

intake's current usable elevation of 1802 by the end of May under the Carp's lower basic 

runoff simulation. 

Prior to the construction of the intake system on Lake Sakakawea, the City of 

Parshall relied on two groundwater wells drilled within an unnamed aquifer near the City. 

However, this water supply is of extremely poor water quality. The concentrations of 
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total dissolved solids and sulfates are both over S times higher than the recommended 

standards for these contaminants established by the EPA. In addition, this source is also 

4 times higher than the recommended maximum concentration for sodium. 

Although, the City's existing lime softening water treatment facility will treat lake 

water to a satisfactory level, the facility is well over 20 years old, and approaching the 

end of its useful service life. Perhaps more importantly, it is not capable of removing 

sodium or sulfates, and not capable of lowering the Total Dissolved Solids concentration 

below the secondary maximum contaminant level. The concern is the potential health 

risks associated with the high sodium concentrations for individuals on a sodium 

restricted diet, and the laxative effect of high sulfate concentrations. As such, the City is 

concerned about the impacts this water would have on the young and elder! y in the 

community as well as other adverse affects. 

In 2005, Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. completed an 

evaluation of potential permanent alternative water supply sources and systems for the 

City of Parshall. The lowest cost alternative to replace the City's existing sources with a 

reliable and reasonably high quality water is currently estimated at nearly $4,000,000 

provided that the water can be secured in sufficient quantity near Parshall and is of the 

anticipated quality. To keep Lake Sakakawea as the water supply, the cost is estimated at 

about $7,000,000. The City's current minimum water service rate is $40 per month with 

a water cost of $2.10 per 1,000 gallons. For every $1,000,000 of debt service incurred by 

the City, the resident's minimum water rate would increase by over $18 per month . 

Therefore, a $4,000,000 project would increase those rates by $72 per month, at 

$7,000,000, those rates increase by over $126 per month. 

2 
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The City of Parshall' s Water Supply issue has been an emergency on numerous 

occasions in the past, and may be again in the near future. With the current situation of 

the citizens facing the replacement of their water system, or refurbishment of their 

existing plant, not to mention a potential new permanent lake intake, they simply cannot 

afford the financial burden of another incident of being without sufficient water of 

acceptable quality. To this end, we respectfully urge you to pass this important 

legislation that would significantly assist both the City of Parshall and numerous others in 

this situation . 

3 
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FRIENDSOFLAKESAKAKAWEA 
POBOX309 

GARRISON, ND 58540 

TESTIMONY OF DUAINE ASH, LOBBYIST# 465 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES 

ON 

HB 1513 
MAR 1,2007 

Chairman and members of the Senate Natural Resources Committee: 

The Friends of Lake Sakakawea concur and do encourage you to support HB 
1513. 

The 'Friends' are concerned that this summer is going to be another year of 
dangerously low water levels for the Missouri River system. With the whole 
Missouri River system at near or at record lows and with below normal snow 
pack in the mountains many communities up and down the system will be 
needing water. This bill would be a giant step in helping the communities 
survive this devastating disaster. 

Please support HB 1513. 

Thank you for your support . 



January 2006 

Dear Friends, 

PO.Box309 
Phone: (701) 463-2201 
website: www.lakesakakawea.com 

Garrison, North Dakota 58540 
Fax: (701) 463-7 487 

e-mail: friends@lakesakakawea.com 

When I was asked to write a letter to tell you why you should be a member of the Friends of Lake Sakakawea, 
I thought, ''Why wouldn't you want to be a member?" The lake is a passion of mine and I believe that because it 
is the lifeblood of.so many communities. It's a major asset to our quality of life and an economic engine critical to 
our entire state. I hope you have a similar passion. 

Please join us in 2007 as we continue to work tirelessly to make a good lake great. Here are just a few reasons 
why we want you as a member: · 

• You care about the future of water in the state, whether it's drinking water, water for value-added agriculture, 
water for recreation or water management to maintain the highest quality of life for future generations. 

• You realize when you turn on the lights that the Friends are working hard to keep hydroelectric costs 
down. Higher lake levels equal lower electricity bills. . · 
You want to be part of an organization that is working hard for your interests every day. It's hard to 
imagine that Lake Sakakawea could be in worse shape, but it could be if it weren't for the strong, relentless 
efforts of a group that has been at the table time and again from Williston to Omaha fighting for your 

· interests. · 
• You want to be part of an organization that leaves politics and parties behind and works together as 

concerned citizens who care about Lake Sakakawea's future and the upper Missouri River Basin's future. 
• You are concerned about a variety of water interests. You EJnjoy recreation, you drink from the Missouri 

River system, you recognize the economic benefits tourism and other water dependent industries bring 
to North Dakota, you enjoy the vast beauty and promise the lake offers. 

• You want to be represented at the table when we work elbow to elbow with state agencies, our congressional 
delegation and with the Corps of Engineers. We're all partners with a commitment to the brightest possible 
future. 

You'll see from the back page of the newsletter, our list of accomplishments is huge. We aren't satisfied with 
the results yet but we're working harder and smarter to reach our common goals of recreation, economic and 
environmental health in.and around Lake Sakakawea. 

Join us for as little as $15 or an amount that you feel rewards the work we accomplish. And be a friend by 
passing along the membership information to others. · 

Be like our mascot, Lucky the Lifesaver. Be a friend to Lake Sakakawea. 

B~ 

7~ 
• 

Terry Fleck 
_ Chairman · 

Lucky the Lifesaver 
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Volume 6, Issue 1, January 2007 

What's inside 
• What's the news on Lake Sakakawea's fishery? 
• Where are weeds being treated around the lake? 
• What did the Friends do in 2007? 
• What's up with the Master Plan for the lake? 

And a dues statement. Join us! Together we can 
(and already have) make a difference. 

Our New Year's Wishes 

•

Great snow pack in the mountains of Montana and above 
rage runoff into Lake Sakakawea. In lieu of this, we would 

pe for more appropriate drought conservation measures to 
( adequately protect the valuable fishery resource the lake contains, 
· as well as access ... We hope to continue to work together as 

we've done in the past to accomplish our common goals. This 
has worked well and will continue to do so with communication 
and good old fashioned North Dakota common sense. 

-Terry Steinwand, Game & Fish director 

Besides above average precipitation, we hope to continue to 
build upon our relationship with all entities that have a special 
interest in Lake Sakakawea. The partnership approach that has 
incorporated all decision makers has been invaluable. For the 
most part, simply sitting at the table together, talking and listening 
has resulted in improved opportunities for visitors to Lake 
Sakakawea. Not so long ago this level of communication and 
collaboration was non-existent. We treasure what we all have 
accomplished to this point, and what all we will accomplish in 
the year to come. 

-Phil Brown, Riverdale Corps lake manager 

To provide outdoor recreation opportunities and experiences 
to residents and visitors. 

-Doug Prchal, .Parks & Rec director 

Our hope is that mother nature will provide abundant water for 
Lake Sakakawea! But, the reality is the need to continue pressuring 
the Corps of Engineers for better water management of the 
Missouri River reservoirs. 

The most critical issue the Water Commission will be working 
on in 2007 will more than likely be the continued drought and the 
associated impacts. A priority towards the prevention of municipal 
water supply intemtptions is essential for human safety and will 

-

closely monitored as the year progresses. Other specific actions 
elude protection of the cold water habitat by continuing daily 
ow cycling and discharging the majority of the water through 

the modified penstocks. Finally, the push for additional drought 
conservation measures including the suspension of downstream 
navigation releases when barges are not moving on the Missouri 
River. 

-Todd Sando, ND Water Commission 

Building on the 
Recreational, Economic and 

Environmental Opportunities 
of Lake Sakakawea 

Friends of Lake Sakakawea 
c/o P.O. Box 309 • Garrison, ND 58540 

friends@lakesakakawea.com 
www.lakesakakawea.com 

friends remain diligent 
It's hard to be discouraged or be willing to give up the ship with 

Terry Fleck at the helm. 
Fleck, chairman of the Friends and a Van Hook cabin owner/ 

fisherman, was guiding the ship at a meeting of the Friends of Lake 
Sakakawea Sept. 21. 

Fleck shared with the Friends board members that he is frequently 
asked about Lake Sakakawea and asked if the Friends' efforts are 
successful. He reminded the board that if it hadn't been for this 
citizen's group a lot of good things wouldn't have happened. 

"It takes people like us to stay there and fight the fight," he said. 
He reminded everyone that our efforts are about the management of 
the lake and that it is a fight worth fighting. 

The. board held a brain storming session. The board came up with 
the following priorities (not in order of priority): 

I. Build an ag coalition (ND, MT, SD) of Farm Bureau, 
Cattlemen's Association, Wheat Commission, etc. that 
understand and support the importantance of Lake 
Sakakawea to their operations. 

2. Get an audience in Washington, D.C. 
3. Build an understanding among boat dealers/manufacturers 

to help fight for water in Lake Sakakawea. Arrange a meeting 
and make a presentation. 

4. Concentrate on good access for ATVs and stakeholders. 
Arrange a meeting with Game & Fish, Parks and the Corps 
to designate more areas for public use. 

5. Bring more access/marina areas to the Lake Sakakakawea 
Master Plan meetings. Consider #4 and get that as part of 
the master plan. 

6. Build stronger membership base on the south shore. Arrange 
a meeting with county park boards and stakeholders. 

7. Concentrate on saving the fishery. What needs to be done to 
preserve the lake as a premiere fishing location? (This was 
considered to be the #1 priority.) 

8. Work with South Dakota stakeholders on common issues. 
9. Work with the Corps on developing usable ramps. Join them 

in planning sessions, fight hard for spending to fund our 
efforts. · · · 

10. Partner with municipalities, rural electric and power 
associations. 

11. Encourage the governor to hire a full-time person to work 
on Missouri River issues. Funding could come from Missouri 
River Basin, Water Commission, Parks & Rec, Game & Fish, 
Tourism and Conservancy District. A person was hired to 
work on Devils Lake issues and the results were significant. 

12. Work with the municipalities to assure that we have adequate 
drinking supplies. 

13. Look into the Corps' budgeting process to educate ourselves 
and to understand where our interests are funded and that 
they are funded. 

14. Educate the public about the Friends of Lake Sakakawea 
efforts. What have we done and what are we doing. 



Friends of Lake Sakakawea 
2006 Report of Activities 

Who are the Friends of Lake Sakakawea? 
The Friends are stakeholders interested in building on the recreational, economic and 

environmental opportunities of Lake Sakakawea. In 2006 we had memberships from 177 individuals, 
· 19 fishing clubs, resorts, water associations and park boards, 23 secondary businesses who realize 
the impact of tourism and 11 chambers, economic development groups and counties. Our numbers 
grow each year. 

What did we accomplish in 2006? 

• Worked closely with federal and state political leaders, state agencies and Corps of Engineers 
through public meetings, working committees and one-on-one contacts to give you a voice. 

• Worked in partnership with the Corps of Engineers and North Dakota Game and Fish to 
identify viable lake access points and prioritize lake access investments during record low 
water levels. This required working with government leaders at the highest levels as well as 
local communities, counties, resort operators and cabin area representatives. 

• Monitored runoff and storage situations to assure that the Corps of Engineers adhered to 
the mandates in the Master Manual concerning curtailing the navigation season. 

• Served as your voice at numerous public meetings by illustrating the range of problems we 
have experienced and offering solutions. This has included coordinating with the 
Congressional Delegation, Governor Hoeven and appropriate state agencies such as the 
State Water Commission and Game and Fish Department to develop a consistent message 
for North Dakota interests. 

• Represented you in developing a master land use plan for Lake Sakakawea. The Friends 
effectively pushed for the Corps of Engineers to update their badly outdated 1978 master 
land use plan. The Friends helped design the public involvement workshops and represented 
lake interests every step of the way in the planning process. Although we hoped to help 
promote public meetings this fall, the process has been delayed because of a lack of 
federal funding. Once the funding comes through in 2007, we'll be back at the table 
representing your interests. 

• Worked with local, state and federal funding sources and land regulators to improve 
infrastructure around Lake Sakakawea including roads, drinking water, ramps and camping 
facilities. This included participation on the multi-jurisdictional lake access committee. 

• Hired a lobbyist to speak out on proposed legislation including state funding priorities during 
the 2003 and 2005 and again for 2007 North Dakota legislatures. We're your voice to keep 
the economic, recreational and environmental issues in front of the people who can make 
a difference. Our lobbyist in 2005, Duaine Ash, monitored more than 40 bills and resolutions 
that had implications for Lake Sakakawea. Duaine will be back working hard to protect your 
interests in 2007. 

• Worked in 2005-2006 and again in 2006-2007 to distribute nearly $100,000 in federal grants 
each year to kill noxious weeds around the lake and to educate the public about the dangers 
of noxious weeds. Our public service announcements include education on Aquatic Nuisance 
Species and the responsible use of All Terrain Vehicles. 

• Kept our members up to date through e-mails and news releases about issues facing the 
lake. We're there monitoring ever changing developments and working for you year-round 
to give you first-hand information on the lake and the Missouri River Basin system. 

• Raising public awareness statewide about the economic impact of our superb fishery and 
the serious impact that falling lake levels have had on our fisheries and associated industries. 

• Supported and developed partnerships between concessionaires, local businesses, state 
and federal agencies and concerned citizens. 



Master Plan update bridges gap among stakeholders 
-Editor's Note: This story appeared in Brown said one of the factors many 
Wommunity newspapers near ~ake involved in the process may not have 

Sakakawea. It was written by Brian Gehring been aware of going in is the complexity 
of BHG Inc. The Corps hoped to release a involved in crafting such a comprehensive 
rough draft of the master plan for the lake document. Just some of the issues the 
this fall, but federal funding was delayed and Corps must consider are visitation, 
the meetings were put on hold. The planning demographics, tourism, water use, 
committee met again Jan. 23. Information infrastructure, climate and geology, 
about public meetings will be released as it archeological and cultural sites, 
becomes available.) endangered and threatened species ... it's 

If there is one thing that has become an extensive list. 
apparent as the Corps of Engineers updates Through the public meeting and 
its Master Plan, it may be this: one size does comment process, Brown said it's allowed 
not fit all when it comes to how the public him a more one-on-one opportunity to 
and government agencies believe the land talk with lake users to see where their 
around Lake Sakakawea should be managed. priorities are when ii comes to how the 

And, perhaps, if one other thing has Terry Fleck, chairman of the Friends, shows a new Master Plan should read. 
become clear, it's that a broad cross section map to the board of directors Jan. 9 that defines Brown said the Corps, in turn, will 
of people -from both the public and private the impact of mountain snow pack on the compile that information for use when it 
sector - have taken an active role in how Missouri River 5Y5t8m. comes time to make budget requests from 
those decisions are made. Congress based on what people want. 

The Corps' Master Plan is the primary document that dictates Klapprodt said one of the things he hopes will come of 
how lands around Lake Sakakawea are used and the current version this process is development of a long-range vision - 10 

has been in use since 1978. -t~o~2~0~y~e;a~r~s~d:o:w:n~t~h:e'..:ro~a~d~~o~n~~=~:=-~:~, Jn March of Jast year, the Corps set about the daunting task of what can be 
updating the plan, bringing into the mix a host of others referred to ars And I think 
as "stakeholders" with interests in the lake as those changes are e a long way in a few ye ·e transparent 
written. "We've gon ade ourselves mor ,, 

• 

Phil Brown of the Corps' Riverdale office has been at the forefront we've (the Corps) ":icies become in~olved. anager 
f the update that has included one series of public meetings around by letting other age , Riverdale ott,ce lake m 

I the state with another round planned for sometime this winter. Phil Brown, Corps 
\ Brown says it's been an interesting process, bringing in different 

groups that include state, federal and tribal agencies as well as 
organizations like Friends of Lake Sakakawea,. a grass roots 
organization with members from public and private interests. 

If nothing else, Brown said the process has resulted in a "vast 
improvement" in the communication among the various stakeholders 
who ultimately all want the same thing: a better Lake Sakakawea. 

"We've gone a long way in a few years," Brown said. "And I 
think we've (the Corps) made ourselves more transparent by letting 
other agencies become involved." 

In the past, management policies regarded Corps' land were made 
primarily by higher-ups in Washington, D.C. or Omaha, polices that 
in many cases, left the public with the perception they had been left 
out in the cold. 

Brown said some of those walls between the Corps and the public 
have come down as the various interests have come together, thanks 
in no small part, he said, to groups like Friends of Lake Sakakawea. 

"We rely heavily on that group to have their finger on the pulse of 
respective entities,'' Brown said. 

Lee Klapprodt is a member of the Friends' board of directors 
and director of the planning and education division of the State 
Water Commission. A 35-year veteran with the water commission, 
he is that agency's rePresentative on a steering committe.e involved 
in helping mold the new Master Plan. 

The steering committee includes a broad spectrum of interests 
from wildlife to recreation that all have a stake in what will be the 
updated Master Plan. Klapprodt says it's been an intriguing 
· ourney as all sides have worked to come together to find common 
round. 

"You have different stakeholders with different ideas," he said. 
"The benefit is more input and broader appeal to all ... it's going 
to mean compromise, but I think it will result in a much better 
product." 

done to avoid the problems that 
currently exist as the region tries to cope with an extended 
drought period that is affecting not just cabin owners and 
anglers, but also lake communities that rely on the economic 
boost that Lake Sakakawea can provide. We've been here 
before, he said. 

"We have a crisis situation right now," Klapprodt said. 
"We have to recognize the ups and downs of a reservoir. 
We've seen how costly mistakes can be ... maybe we can 
learn from those mistakes." 

He said by being in the mix of things, he believes the 
Corps has come out of the box, so to speak, with numerous 
visits to the area to see first-hand what people in the lake 
region have been facing when it comes to boat ramp, marina 
and water supply issues. 

Brown agrees, saying he thinks all sides have learned to 
deal with the issues with more patience and commitment as 
they come to realize that what works in one place may not 
work in another. 

"We do what we can," Brown said, "but we're bound by 
so many things." He said he firmly believes that the Corps 
as a whole now has a greater sense of the importance of 
Lake Sakakawea and what it means to those who live here. 

And, at the same lime, he thinks the various public and 
private groups have learned how difficult managing such a 
.vast natural resource can be when so many different interests 
are involved. "It's been a two-way street of learning." 

Klapprodt said with so much hanging in the balance, 
organizations like Friends of Lake Sakakawea need the 
support of everyone involved as it continues to a united 
voice and a good mechanism in a process that ultimately 
affects all of North Dakota. 



• 

• 

2007 Weed Dollars Distributed 
The Friends were granted $98,500 from the federal government to distribute toward 

efforts to eradicate noxious weeds in 2006-2007. This is our second year that we have 
been granted funds in this process. Here's where the money will go this year. 

Dunn County 
Skunk Bay ($11,486) 

McKenzie Bay ($11,745) 
Charging Eagle Bay ($7,942) ............................................................................. $31,182 

McKenzie County 
Tobacco Gardens ................................................................................................ $ 4,000 

McLean County 
Indian Hills .......................... : ................................................................................ $ 2,500 

Mercer County 
West Acres/Happy Acres Trailer Courts .............................................................. $ 1,500 
Beulah Bay .......................................................................................................... $ 1 ,520 

Mountrail County (lump sum request) 
Van Hook 
White Earth Bay 
Parshall Bay ........................................................................................................ $12,750 

Williams County 
Confluence Area ($1,000) 

Paradise PoinVLunds Landing ($1,400) 
Keys Cove Association ($1,200) 
Little Beaver Bay Area ($2,000) ............................................................................... $ 5,600 
State Parks (lump sum request) 

Lewis & Clark 
Fort Stevenson 
Lake Sakakawea ............................................................. , ......... , ......................... $28,000 

Total weed spraying dollars ........................................ , ......................................... $87,052 

Education 
Printing of pocket i.d. guides ............................................................................... $ 1,000 
PSAs, etc ............................................................................................................. $ 2,000 
Additional educational efforts .............................................................................. $ 3,000 
Administration, supplies, travel ........................................................................... $ 5,448 

Total grant dollars ................................................................................................... $98,500 

Last year we introduced Lucky the Lifesaver, who appeared in print ads to promote eradication of noxious 
weeds on the shoreline, education about Aquatic Nuisance Species and safe use of All Terrain Vehicles. 

Master Plan Tentative Timetable 

Information Collection and Development of Steering Committee - Feb. - Sept. 2005 
Establishment of Steering Committee - March 2005 
Meetings with Tribal, Federal Agencies, State Agencies, Committee. Begin work with 
Omaha Corps' office to begin preliminary draft - Aug. 2005 to Feb. 2007 
Fine tuning and review of preliminary draft complete - June 2007 

Ouaine Ash is the lobbyist hired by the . 
Friends of Lake Sakakawea to forward our 
interests. Ash is former chairman of the 
Friends and a board member. 

Draft Master Plan/Environmental Assessment out for Public Comment - Sept. 2007 
Finalization, District Approval, Colonel Signature, Implementation - Nov. 2007 


