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Minutes:

Senator Lyson opened the hearing on SB 2165, relating to an apprentice hunter program and
hunter education requirements, all committee members were present.

Senator Aaron Krauter introduced SB 2165. This bill is a process where we are going to look

at giving opportunities to encourage individuals to participate in outdoor activities such as

. hunting. We all understand that hunter education is very important and the numbers of hunting
individuals are dramatically decreasing. This bill sets up a process where an individua! can get
a once in a lifetime validation, not a license, for that one season to experience that hunting
environment. [f or when they want to hunt again they have to go back and complete hunter’s
education. We have worked with the game and fish on the language of this bill.
Senator Lyson asked if people from out of state can fall under this bill.
Senator Krauter replied that line 17 says any individual so it could be a resident or
nonresident. The only requirement is that they are born after December 31, 1961. They will
have to go through the game and fish process to receive a validation. They also have to buy or
apply for the appropriate stamps and license such as a deer tag and duck stamp.

Representative Darrell Nottestad, | felt that this bill is something needed in North Dakota.

.The population of hunters in North Dakota is declining. The key to this bill is the last two lines
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. on the back page. Accompanied and the description of accompanied. This is as close to an
element of safety as you are going to get in the field. To begin with my dad would always be
with me out in the field. Dads aren’t always available. If it helps and brings people into it, it will
certainly enhance the state of North Dakota. | urge the committee to vote do pass for this bill.
Senator Triplett asked if there was anything in the law that would prohibit someone from
going out and walking without a gun and if it was possible to learn about the hunting
experience. Is there a qualitative difference in the experience of someone who gets to carry a
gun rather than just walking?

Representative Nottestad, yes, it happens all the time. Kids go out walking with their folks or
grandparents starting as young as four years old. If you are carrying a gun you become a part
of the hunt, you have the opportunity of taking game if you chose to. Also young people gain a

sense of safety when they are carrying a gun. The ones who are just along are thinking about

other things.

Senator Schneider asked if other states have a similar program.

Senator Krauter responded yes. Minnesota started in 2007 and has issued 2,721 validations.
Wisconsin and Michigan have also started programs like this.

Roger Ross, Deputy Director of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, we would like
to testify in support of SB 2165 (see attached testimony #1). The other thing we want to
consider is the implementation date. If this bill were to pass it would go into effect in August. It
may be good to have an implementation date of January of next year. It would take a while to
set it up and it would give the applicant a chance at a deer license. A concept that we have is
that they will all be sold over the internet. A majority of our licenses are actually sold over the
". internet. We would set up a special place for the application on the web page that would allow

you to go to get validated and to get your license and registration on the internet.
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Senator Lyson, so you think we should change the date because you couldn’t get your deer
or antelope license?

Roger Ross, yes it would help with the confusion of the first year. It might be a cleaner
process if everyone starts at the beginning of a new license year.

Senator Erbele asked if they should put an emergency clause in the bill so it would be taken
care of by the end of the session.

Roger Ross replied that he could see if IDT could get a program to match it up. If that is your
desire | am sure that we could wrap up to that real quickly. The reason | suggest the end of the
season is that would be simpler and give us some time to match up the programs and such.
Senator Lyson asked for Roger to get back to the committee in a couple days to see if IDT

could it or not. The hearing on SB 2165 was closed.
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Senator Lyson opened the discussion on SB 2165, relating to an apprentice hunter program
and hunter education requirements. All committee members were present.

Senator Lyson explains the reason for the emergency clause is so that they have time to
apply for a deer license. Otherwise, this bill wouldn't go into effect until after August and they
would be able to use it for small game but not deer.

Senator Erbele moves a do pass on the amendments.

Senator Schneider seconds the motion.

Roll call was taken and all were in favor. 7 yeas, 0 nos,

Senator Pomeroy moves a do pass as amended.

Senator Freborg seconds the motion.

Roll call was taken, 7 yeas, 0 nos, bill passed.




FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
04/23/2009

Amendment to: Engrossed
SB 2165

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 2011-2013 Biennium
General |Other Funds| General |[Other Funds| General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues $15,000 $30,000 $30,000
Expenditures $5,000
Appropriations

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.

2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 2011-2013 Biennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts

2A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the
provisions having fiscal impact {limited to 300 characiers).

This bilt allows youth ages 12 and 13 to hunt antlerless deer in the youth deer gun hunting season. This bill also
requires an online hunter education course and an apprentice license system.

B. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which
have fiscal impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

This bill adds younger youth hunters to the potential licensing pool. This will increase revenue by an estimated
$15,000 per year. There will be $5,000 in onetime expenditures to set up the apprentice license system.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

Game and Fish revenues would be increased by about $30,000 per biennium from deer licenses. The number of
apprentice licenses is expected to be small and probably will not result in significant additional revenue.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

There would be a cost of about $5,000 to establish an apprentice license system. The online hunter education course
already exists so there would not be additional costs for that.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency
and fund affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and
appropriations. Indicate whether the appropriation is alsc included in the executive budget or relates to a
continuing appropriation.

Name: Paul Schadewald Agency: ND Game and Fish Department
Phone Number: 328-6328 Date Prepared: 04/23/2009




FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
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. Amendment to: Engrossed
SB 2165

1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 2011-2013 Biennium
General |Other Funds| General |Other Funds| General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues $15,000 $30,000 $30,000
Expenditures $5,000
Appropriations
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: I/dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2007-2009 Biennium 2009-2011 Biennium 2011-2013 Biennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts

2A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the
provisions having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill allows youth ages 12 and 13 to hunt in the youth deer gun hunting season. This is a once in a lifetime hunt.
This bill also requires an online hunter education course and a provisional license system.

B. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measture which
have fiscal impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

This bill adds younger youth hunters to the potential licensing pool. This will increase revenue by an estimated
$15,000 per year. There will be $5,000 in onetime expenditures to set up the provisional license system.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenus type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

Game and Fish revenues would be increased by about $30,000 per biennium.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

There would be a cost of about $5,000 to establish a provisional license system. The online hunter education course
already exists so there would not be additional costs for that.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency
and fund affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and
appropriations. Indicate whether the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a
continuing appropriation.

Name: Paul T. Schadewald Agency: ND Game and Fish Department
Phone Number: 701-328-6328 Date Prepared: 03/23/2009
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SB 2165: Natural Resources Committee (Sen. Lyson, Chairman} recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2165 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 2, remove the first "and”

Page 1, line 3, after "requirements” insert *; and to declare an emergency”

Page 2, after line 2, insert:

"SECTION 3. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency
measure.”

Renumber accordingly

(2} DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-13-0754
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Minutes:
Vice Chairman Damschen — Open the hearing for SB 2165.
Senator Aaron Krauter — This is a process where we can allow an individual to get a hunter
validation, which would allow them to hunt, 1 time without going through the hunter safety
. program. The reason | brought this piece of legislation in front of you is because, I look at this
whole hunting experience in ND, and it is one of those that makes you feel good about it. Yqu
can take your kids out, you can take your family out, you can enjoy something outside, and it's
just a wholesome type of activity. More family’s can spend time together. When | think about
that, I've got friends that grew up in the city. Be it Fargo, Grand Forks, Bismarck, Minot, or
maybe Minneapolis and they come out to visit. They didn’t grow up in an environment where
they had a chance to go with their dad, uncle, or brother and start hunting. They come out and
we walk along and they think this is kind of fun. The reality is they never had that kind of
experience. | also have another friend that got married, and his spouse was over the age
requirements for taking hunter safety. It was an environment where he wanted to get her
involved in that process. They didn't want to be embarrassed to take hunter education with a
. bunch of young people. They finally decided they weren’t going to hunt. There is a lot of little

senerios out there, and this brought to my attention that we need to figure some of them out.
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. See Attachment # 1 & 1-A. Attachment 1 is the proposed amendment and Attachment 1-A is
some information | got on the internet using Google. Questions?
Rep. DeKrey — Isn't this we put as an amendment on a bill last session that the senate killed
twice during a conference committee?
Senator Krauter — | served on appropriations, | couldn’t tell you that.
Rep. Keiser — On page 2, line 2 doesn’t that “in” have to be an “and™? It makes no sense.
How do you have visual contact in unaided verbal communication? It makes no sense.
Senator Krauter — Yes, it should be “and”.
Rep. Hunskor — What age would this legislation consider an adult to be?
Senator Krauter — | don’t know — | can't answer that without conferring with Game & Fish.
Rep. Hunskor — My concern would be, if a 16 year old is considered an adult, and having had
. very little experience, and someone 50 years old from Chicago who doesn’t know anything
about hunting or guns, supposedly the 16 year old could take that 50 year old from Chicago
out and maybe that wouldn't be a healthy situation.
Senator Krauter — Hunter safety is a program | went through about 6 years ago with my son.
He got a higher grade than | did. it was one of those things he won't ever let me forget. | think
individuals who have gone through hunter safety at a young age, their well trained, where, if
they've gone through hunter safety | trust them. If they've got a license, and hunter safety,
they should be good at what they're doing.
Rep. Hunskor — So, you would feel comfortable with someone age 16 being called an adult.
Senator Krauter — Yes.
Roger Rostvet — Game & Fish — See Attachment # 2. As far as the Game & Fish is
.concerned an adult is not 16, it's 18. Questions?

Rep. DeKrey — How close is this to the bill the senate killed twice last session?
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. Mr. Rostvet — Very close.

Rep. Hanson — Is this one on one, or can 1 adult have a whole class of students? It doesn'’t
say that.
Mr. Rostvet — It does not refer to that, but it is actually it is written similar to state law right now.
An individual under the age of 15 has to be accompanied by an adult. It is very similar
language to the law right now on the books how we deal with people under the age of 16 when
they hunt in the field. Anybody under the age of 186 right now in ND has to be accompanied by
an adult. This goes a little bit further and says they have to be within close proximity, either
earshot or voice or being able to be seen.
Rep. Hanson — You could have 2 students with you and 1 adult?
Mr. Rostvet — | would assume so under this bill.

. Rep. Hanson — Or 107
Mr. Rostvet ~ | don't think there is any restriction. The practical sense of it is, kids under 12
right now that are exempt have to be with adults. It could happen, but it wouldn’t be one of our
concerns.
Rep. Hanson — | went to legislative council and got the definition of a hunt. It doesn’t say
whether you can shoot or kill. Here the individual could be with an adult to hunt, but it doesn’t
say he can kill an animal.
Mr. Rostvet — I'm missing something.
Rep. Hanson — | went to the legislative and got the definition of what a hunt is. !t says to hunt
birds, animals, whatever, but it doesn't give the definition that you can shoot one of those
animals. This just says you have to be with an adult to hunt.

. Mr. Rostvet — There are other statutes that when you apply for a license that exempts you from

killing or possessing wild life.
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. Rep. Hanson — | just told you what the definition is. You anticipate that when you hunt you can
take an animal.
Mr. Rostvet — | see where you are coming from.
Chairman Porter — The way this is written, could a 16 year old who has never have hunter ed
be an apprentice, and 16 year old who has had hunter ed be the person accompanying the
apprentice?
Mr. Rostvet — No, on line 22 an apprentice may hunt only when accompanied by an adult
licensed to hunt in this state.
Chairman Porter — So that would be an 18 year old.
Mr. Rostvet — yes, minimum of 18.
Chairman Porter — The other question | have is on page 2 the distances required, if you have 2

. individuals out hunting, 1 with an apprentice license and one adult, and they don't have visual
contact because they're walking through sunflowers or corn. Does that limit them then to the
distance they could actually hunt? So they have to maintain that visual and verbal contact.
Mr. Rostvet — | think you could probably take it to that extend. This is more stringent.
Chairman Porter — This is what concerns me is that it is more stringent. This takes it to
another level to have to be in contact. If you have 2 tree stands set up during gun season and
they're 25 yards apart, and they can see each other and they can talk you could have them
apart also under that same scenario.
Mr. Rostvet — Certainly.
Chairman Porter - We've included deer hunting. In the house version we did not include deer
hunting — it was just an upland game hunt. Are we saying with this license are we saying they

.can put in for a buck or a doe tag and be just in the regular lottery for a deer?
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. Mr. Rostvet — Your assumptions are correct on those points from the standpoint that this would
allow them to apply 1 time in the regular lottery. In a study the department did last year, deer
hunting was the #1 species people want to hunt in ND. What really surprised me was over
35% of all people who started hunting in ND; their first experience hunting was deer hunting. If
you are looking at a group to recruit to — that is an awful big group of people.
Mike McEnroe — Most hunter safety instructor's support the concept of the apprentice program.
Whether or not the wording in this bill is exact right or not, | will leave that for you to decide.
Questions?
Rep. DeKrey — | am also co sponsor of the bill and | believed in it the last session when we
passed it twice. | taught hunter safety education when | taught school until the state came out
and said that wasn't an approved course. |'ve taken it twice with my boys. It's a good course,

. but | think it's an excellent way to recruit hunters.
Rep. Nottestad — | too am on the bill. | talked to Senator Krauter when he came to see me
asking if | would go onto the bill. | looked at it as a way of bring some people into it. Since that
time I've seen the statistics out of Washington State and they’re very positive. In reference to
Rep. Hanson comment about hunt. That is existing language as well. | think on both lines 10
& 12 that's old language so it has been used the same way. On a personal side | would love
to take my one son-in-law, who never took hunter safety, he was never interested in it at that
time, he lives out of state. | would love for he and | to have the opportunity to make use of this.
Chairman Porter — The way that apprentice is written, in this scenario can it be a nonresident
that would come in for that 1 time apprentice license?
Rep. Nottestad — Yes, it could be a resident or a non-resident.

.Vice Chairman Damschen — Further testimony in favor of SB 2165? Opposition?

Clarence Bina — United Sportsman — See Attachment # 3.
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. Chairman Porter ~ The concerns your organization has appears to be more toward the age of
the individual to get this kind of license. Would your organization be more agreeable if the age
is moved from 16 to 18 so it is an adult with an adult type of situation?
Mr. Bina — | don't know. This is the position of the board members.
Chairman Porter — There’s a lot of states across the country that once you reach 18 the hunter
education requirement goes away. If you wait until you're 18 you can start hunting without
taking the hunter education course. ND falis into maybe the average or more restrictive
categories that anyone after 1961 has to have it. Those states aren't showing any large
numbers of fatalities or deaths or any problems with having individuals who have never had
hunter safety out in the field.
Mr. Bina — That may be true. | don't know if that is the function of the number of young hunters
. in the field, or if it is the function of some other personal tottering or mentoring in handling fire
arms and taking youngsters or oldsters to the range and teaching them to be proficient in
handling firearms. | don’t know what accounts for that. | just have my own experience. My
only son was born in 1976. By 1983, | sat through the hunter ed. with him. When my daughter
decided she wanted to start hunting, | went through the hunter education course with her and
so I'm familiar with the course, not just observing.
Rep. Keiser — Does your organization support the expansion of the base of hunters in ND?
Mr. Bina — Yes, we believe in a whole range of outdoor activities, fishing, hunting and trapping.
Rep. Keiser — As you heard, other states have similar programs, it has expanded the hunter
base and the safety record is as good as our safety program and perhaps better, so what’s the
issue?
. Mr. Bina — | was surprised to hear that testimony. | don't dispute it. | can’'t account for the

board not considering this if they had known that fact.
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Rep. Nottestad — In your conversation with your board last night, was there any reference
made to existing law, for example line 10, individuals under 12 may hunt with parents or legal
guardian?

Mr. Bina - No

Rep. Nottestad — What is their position on this?

Mr. Bina — Both exemptions 1 and 2, the under 12 and hunting associate, the word mentioned,
and that’s not an issue.

Rep. Nottestad — So existing law is OK, but we better not have anymore.

Mr. Bina — Is that a question? United Sportsman does support new hunters coming on line
every year. If we don't do that, that resource will die off.

Rep. Hanson — If you hunt under the present license 1 year, from then on you have to take the
hunter safety course to get a license in ND.

Rodger Rostvet — It would allow you 1 “one” licensing season.

Chairman Porter — How would the preference points system work on a deer hunting under this
provision if the individual put in, was denied, got their hunter safety prior to the next year, and
put in again. Would they have a preference point under our existing system?

Mr. Rostvet — We had discussed that question, and that would not be law. It isn't a full license.
Chairman Porter — From a statistical standpoint who is the safest and who is the most
dangerous?

Mr. Rostvet — On a nationwide basis it's kind of a mixed bag. There is a tendency toward Baby

Boomers being the most likely to be in an accident.
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Minutes:

Chairman Porter - Take up 2165. Vice Chairman Damschen asked to have some time to work

up some amendments for our last remaining hunting bill of the year.

Vice Chairman Damschen — See Attachment # 1. Remember I'm on this bill, but | found one |
. like better. | had amendments made to make this bill look like the bill | like better. The one

that had the internet hunter safety education program lowering age to 12 and then the

provisional license. This makes this bill exactly like the one we previously passed.

Chairman Porter — Questions for Vice Chairman Damschen?

Vice Chairman Damschen — | move the amendment.

Chairman Porter — We have a motion from Vice Chairman Damschen, is there a 2"'?

Rep. Hofstad — 2™,

Chairman Porter — 2" from Rep. Hofstad. Discussion?

Rep. Myxter — If we've already passed this bill what's the point of this bill?

Chairman Porter — Beings this is a senate bill, and we don’t know the fate of the house version

it will give us some discussion power in a conference committee.

. Rep. Myxter — OK thank you.
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Chairman Porter - Further discussion? All those in favor - YEA — 12 ---- No — Rep. Hanson.
Motion carries. We have an amended bill in front of us.

Rep. Keiser — Move a Do Pass As Amended.

Chairman Porter — We have a motion from Rep. Keiser is there a 2"?

Vice Chairman Damschen — 2"

Chairman Porter ~ 2™ from Vice Chairman Damschen for a Do Pass As Amended.
Discussion? The clerk will call the roll on a Do Pass As Amended for SB 2165.

Yes 6 No 5 Absent 2 Motions Fails
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Chairman Porter - Take up 2165. See Aftachment # 1. | have further clarified the
amendment. In sect. 2, it sets out 3 provisions’ now that make it read better. What it does is
says that deer hunting in your 12™" and 13" year is a regular lottery license that is only good
during the youth season. That provision means the adult under the current law that
accompanies the youth cannot carry a gun. Then it goes on in #b and says in the youth
season they can at any point and time get that special youth tag from 12 until 15. Then
subdivision “c” just talks about the regular deer gun tag, so if they turn 14 before the season
starts they can get the regular gun tag. Then on the back on page 2, it changes the provisional
license different on what it was on the original senate bill, it raises it to 18, like we had
previously done in the house and that is all it does.

Rep. Drovdal — Is the 12 year old required to have hunter safety?

Chairman Porter — Yes, at 11. Once you've reached 11 you have to have it to get a license to
hunt anything. You have to be with an adult or guardian until you are 16. The way we have it
worded now with the 12 & 13 year olds to deer hunt the adult would not be carrying a gun,

that's the way it's worded.
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. Rep. Nottestad- How many years would it be possible for that youth to hunt during that youth
season?
Chairman Porter — They could hunt only once with that youth license. During the youth season
3.
Chairman Porter — They have to at 12 and 13. Then they have the one optional regular youth
tag, so they could be in there 3 times in the youth only.
Rep. Nottestad — They could opt to use the drawing if they chose to do so all three times.
Chairman Porter — No, just 2.
Rep. Nottestad — 2 and then 1 drawing.
Chairman Porter - 1 youth tag and 2 drawings.
Rep. DeKrey — | move the porter amendment 0404.

. Chairman Porter — We have a motion to move 0404.
Vice Chairman Damschen — 2"
Chairman Porter — And a 2™. Discussion.
Rep. Hanson — On that provisional license you have to hunt with someone that has had the
hunter safety course, how about hunting with someone without the hunter safety course born
before 19617
Chairman Porter — My understanding, when | talked with the Game & Fish about that wording,
was because they aren't required to have it before 1961, that individual would still be available
to hunt on the provisional license.
Rep. Hunskor — A 15 year old has to have an adult with them.
Chairman Porter — Yes

. Rep. Hunskor — At the age of 15 can that adult carry a gun then?



Page 3

House Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution No. 2165

Hearing Date: 3-19-09

. Chairman Porter — Yes, under the current scenario, without this at 14 & 15 the adult can carry
a gun, and that stays the same. The only thing we change is at 12 & 13 they can’t.
Rep. Keiser — Why are they not charging a fee for the provisional license?
Chairman Porter - When we had discussed this all the way through last session and through
this session, it was that basic carrot to try to get people who aren't interested, once in a lifetime
to come out and see if we can’t get them interested in hunting. It was a recruitment tool we
were using. Seeing no further discussion, all those in favor say Yea — unanimous voice vote —
opposed — none. Motion carries.
Rep. DeKrey — Move Do Pass As Amended
Chairman Porter — We have a motion for a Do Pass As Amended on SB 2165. [s there a
second?
. Rep. Pinkerton — 2"
Chairman Porter — And a 2", Discussion
Rep. Hanson — You don't need a license so you could get by without buying an upland
license?
Chairman Porter — A deer license — Yes.
Rep. Hanson — You would have to buy a water fowl license.
Chairman Porter — Yes. If you are going use a provisional license to hunt ducks you would
have to have a water fowl stamp.
Rep. Hanson — To hunt pheasant you would have to have to buy the small game license. You
wouldn’t need the certificate for the deer either?
Chairman Porter - No — well, you would not need a small game license. It would be free to
.hunt small game and deer for 1 year. To hunt ducks you would need a duck tag. Seeing no

further discussion, the clerk will call the roll on a Do Pass As Amended.
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80067.0401 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for

Representative Damschen
February 26, 2009

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2165

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and

enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
provisional hunting licenses; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. Director to appoint and traln instructors - Prescribe course
material and classroom sites - Certify completion. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shall select, train, and certify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director shall also provide an
online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age sixteen and over to
complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shall authorize the
issuance of a certificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

1. Ne-persen-shalt An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
. any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and

a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal shall must be issued as
an integral part of the big game hunting license. Ne-perses Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be
issued a big game hunting license if that persens individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or before the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. However, an individual may apply for and be issued
a deer hunting license if that person's twelfth birthday occurs on br before
the opening date of deer hunting season. An individual may only receive
one license to hunt deer in a youth season in a lifetime. This age limitation
does not apply to applicants for big game licenses for hunting by bow and
arrow. Each violation of this section shat-be is a distinct and separate
offense. '

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age. The director
shall establish a provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age who have
not completed the Aunter safety education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and
20.1-03-01.2. A provisional license issued under this_section entitles an individual to
hunt during any one season for which licenses are not issued by lottery. An individual
hunting with a provisional license issued under this section may only hunt under the
direct supervision of an individual over eighteen years of age who has completed the
hunter safety education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and 20.1-03-01.2 or has

Page No. 1 90067.0401




purchased a license to hunt within the previous_ year. The director may not charge a fee
for a provisional license issued under this section."

. Renumber accordingty
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Representative Porter
March 19, 2009

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2165

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and

enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
provisional hunting licenses; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. Dlrector to appoint and traln instructors - Prescribe course
material and classroom sites - Certify completion. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shall select, train, and certify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director also shall provide an

online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age eighteen and over to

complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shall authorize the
issuance of a certificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course,

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North

Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

1. Ne-persen-shelt An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and

a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal shat must be issued as
an integral part of the big game hunting license. Ne-persen Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be

issued a big game hunting license if that perser's individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or befare the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. This age limitation does not apply to applicants for
big game licenses for hunting by bow and arrow. Each violation of this
section shaiHbe is a distinct and separate offense. The foilowing

provisions govern youth deer hunting:

a. An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening
date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than sixteen

years of age may participate in a youth season once in a lifetime;

An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening
date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than fourteen
years of age may participate only in the youth deer hunting season;

and

(33

An individual whose fourteenth birthday occurs on or before the

opening date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than
sixteen years of age must participate in the reqular deer gun lottery

and, subject to subdivision a, may use that license for either the youth

deer hunting season or the regular deer gun season.
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SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century

Code is created and enacted as follows:

Provislonal license for residents over eighteen years of age. The director (

shall establish a provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age who have

not completed the hunter safety education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and

20.1-03-01.2. A provisional license issued under this section entities an individual to

hunt small game and deer during any one season. An individual hunting with a

provisignal license issued under this section may

hunt oni

under the direct supervision

of an individual over eighteen years of age who has comp

eted the hunter safety

education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and 20.1-03-01.2 or has purchased a

license to hunt within the previous year. The director may not charge a fee fora

provisional license issued under this section.”

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 2
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. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2165

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bili with "for an Act to create and
enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
provisional hunting licenses; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. DIrector to appoint and train Instructors - Prescribe course
materlal and classroom sites - Certify completion. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shall select, train, and certify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director also shali provide an
online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age sixteen and over to
complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shali authorize the
issuance of a certificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North
. Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

1. Ne-persen-shall An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and
a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal shalt must be issued as
an integrail part of the big game hunting license. Ne-persen Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be
issued a big game hunting license if that perses’s individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or before the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. This age limitation does not apply to applicants for
big game licenses for hunting by bow and arrow. Each violation of this
section shal-be is a distinct and separate offense. The following
provisions govern youth deer hunting:

a. An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening
date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than sixteen
years of age may participate in a youth season once in a lifetime:

b. An.individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening
date of the vouth deer hunting season but is younger than fourteen
years of age may participate only in the youth deer hunting season;
and

c. An individual whose fourteenth birthday occurs on or before the

opening date of the youth deer hunting season but is vounger than
. sixteen years of age must participate in the reqular deer gun lottery

and. subject to subdivision a, may use that license for either the youth
deer hunting season or the reqular deer gun season.
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SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century ‘Zf
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age. The director

shall establish a provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age who have
not completed the hunter safety education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and
20.1-03-01.2. A provisional license issued under this section entitles an individual to
hunt small game and deer during any one season. An individual hunting with a
provisional license issued under this section may hunt only under the direct supervision
of an individual over eighteen years of age who has completed the hunter safety
education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and 20.1-03-01.2 or has purchased a

license to hunt within the previous year. The director may not charge a fee for a
provisional license issued under this section.”

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 2 90067.0405
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-50-5435
March 20, 2009 9:07 a.m. Carrler: Damschen
Insert LC: 90067.0405 Title: .0500

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2165, as engrossed: Natural Resources Committee (Rep. Porter, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2165
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and
enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
provisional hunting licenses; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. Director to appoint and train Instructors - Prescribe course
material and classroom sites - Certify completion. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shall select, train, and cerify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director also shall provide an
online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age sixteen and over to
complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shall authorize the
issuance of a cerlificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

1. Ne-persenshalt An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and
a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal sha#t must be issued as
an integral part of the big game hunting license. Ne—persen Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be
issued a big game hunting license if that persen's individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or before the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. This age limitation does not apply to applicants for
big game licenses for hunting by bow and arrow. Each violation of this
section shal—be is a distinct and separate offense. The following
provisions govern youth deer hunting.

a. An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening

date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than sixteen
years of age may participate in a youth season once in a lifetime;

b. An individual whose twelfth birthdév occurs an or before the opening
date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than fourteen
years of age may participate only in the youth deer hunting season;
and

¢. An individual whose fourteenth birthday occurs on or before the

opening date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than
sixteen years of age must participate in the regular deer gun lottery

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-50-5435
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March 20, 2009 9:07 a.m. Carrler: Damschen

Insert LC: 90067.0405 Title: .0500

and, subject to subdivision a, may use that license for either the youth
deer hunting season or the reqular deer gun season.

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age. The director
shall establish a provisional license for residents over eighteen years of age who have
not completed the hunter safety education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and

20.1-03-01.2. A provisional license issued under this section entitles an individual to
hunt small game and deer during any one season. An individual hunting with a

provisional license issued under this section may hunt only under the direct supervision
of an individual over eighteen years of age who has completed the hunter safety
education program under sections 20.1-03-01.1 and 20.1-03-01.2 or has purchased a
license to hunt within the previous year. The director may not charge a fee for a

provisional license issued under this section.”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 2 HR-50-5435
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. Bil/Resolution No. SB 2165

Senate Natural Resources Committee
D4 Check here for Conference Committee
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Minuties;
Conference Committee

Members Present:

Senator Freborg— Chairman Representative Porter
.Senator Erbele Representative Damschen
Senator Pomeroy Representative Hanson

Senator Freborg: Opened the conference committee on SB 2165.

Representative Porter: Explains the amendments by the House.

7.05 Senator Freborg: Any other comments?

Representative Hanson: On all the versions of 2165, we have direct supervision. Do we
have a definition of direct supervision any place in the century code?

Representative Porter: It might be a good idea to ask Mr. Rostvet.

7.57 Roger Rostvet, Director, North Dakota Game and Fish: There are several places in
century code that it talks about children under 16. They are not allowed in the field without an
accompaniment by an adult or guardian. It is also reinforced in the Governor's proclamation

and spelt out a little more clearly that it has to be who that person is. | see no particular
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Senate Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution No. SB 2165

Hearing Date: 04/16/2009

.problem with either one of these. There certainly is enough coverage in both the century code
and the Governor’s proclamation to explain who should be accompanying.
Representative Porter: When it gets down to the direct supervision component, could you
have the adult or guardian at one end of a field and have the kid walking a half mile away up
through the middlie of the corn field and consider that to be direct supervision?
Roger Rostvet: Under the current one they have to accompany but there are no specific
distances or the site or place. On a practical nature we have never had a problem with that
because current state law says that they have to be accompanied for any hunting under the
age of 15 by an adult. We have just not had a problem out there. Right now it appears that
the current language is working.
10.24 Representative Hanson: So the parent can drive up to a slew and sit in the car and
.ell his son to go out and walk the slew and they couid be a half mile away — that is direct
supervision?
Roger Rostvet: Under that scenario he would not be accompanied because he is not out of
the vehicle. The law says accompany in the field.
Senator Erbele: In our original bill we called it instead of provisional license; we had called it
apprentice hunter validation. In that language we had for the purposes of this section that
accompanied meant to stay within a distance of another individual that prevents uninterrupted
visual contact and unaided verbal communication. Does that clarify that any better?
Roger Rostvet: It would spell it out completely if there was a question. It has not been
deemed a problem at this time. It would be a clarification whether it is necessary or not.

Senator Erbele: What do you see the substance as different between the hunter validation

‘nd your provisional license section?
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.Representative Porter: We had various discussions in regards to that section in both bills.
The one general discussion that we had was whether they would be able to hunt deer and in a
previous version that we passed in a different bill deer hunting was not in there. That was a
debate back and forth in the House. | think that other than the title of what you are going to call
it, | don't think there is a whole lot of difference between the two other than the fact that the
Senate did go into a little more detail as far as what the word accompanied meant. We kind of
went back to what the department told us that there hasn’'t been a problem with the current
language in the proclamation and the century code.

14.12 Senator Erbele: | do see that both of them address smali game and deer and the
wording is much the same aside from accompaniment. If we need clarity then it is in here.
It seems to me you would want someone within natural sight and sound.

.iepresentative Porter: 1 guess | wouldn't have a big problem in doing that. We kind of went

off the adage that it was already working.

Senator Freborg: Any further questions for Roger?

Senator Erbele: If we move back to section 1, you are doing something for 16 year olds the
online hunter education; how much of that is being done and why?

Roger Rostvet: We started that about 2 to 3 years ago on a limited basis just to see how that
would work. It appears to work. We have used 16 as a cut off age. We don't want to get it
down into the 12, 13, 14 age group. Once they hit about the age of 16 they are very unlikely to
go into the hunter education in the classroom setting. This would be more user friendly at 16.
Senator Erbele: Then they would still have to physically have a session on handling the gun?
Roger Rostvet: The way we currently have it everyone who takes the online course has to

.ome in for the final exam and practical course.
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.17.52 Representative Hanson: Do you think we should spell out what you just said in the
century code?
Roger Rostvet: In my reading of the bill, it says the director shall provide. 1t doesn't spelt out
technically exactly the program. With how things change year to year you hate to tie it down
too specifically.
Senator Erbele: What is the time frame that the youth are hunting deer right now and what is
the usage of that?
Roger Rostvet: It held in September for 10 days. Currently it ranges between 2000 and 1600
participants a year.
Senator Erbele: Do you see moving it to 13 year olds as increasing that number beyond the
first year?

.Qoger Rostvet: What we would expect to see is the first year to have an influx and then after
that there would be no difference in the number coming into the system.
Representative Hanson: Can they hunt both the youth and the regular season?
Roger Rostvet: Yes if they are unsuccessful during the youth season, then they can hunt
during the regular gun season.
Representative Hanson: Clarifies what the season exactly is.
Representative Porter: Have you tracked the success out of that September season?
Roger Rostvet: Yes we have. Generally it runs around 54% to 56%.
Representative Porter: Do you think that it has a little bit to do with the way that it is set up;
that the adult cannot carry the gun and that there isn’t a question of who is pulling the trigger?
Roger Rostvet: | hope that isn’t the case.

.3.47 Discussion: A short discussion occurred on what the provisional license would mean,

and the director’s role in that. Also, it was brought up what legislative council’s view was.
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.Senator Erbele: It was said that under the age of 16 they need to be accompanied by an
adult, is that by law or proclamation?
Roger Rostvet: It is in the century code and in the proclamation in more detail.
Senator Freborg: |s there anything else for this meeting?
Representative Porter: | would like to wait to hand out what | have since we are about out of
time.

Senator Freborg: Adjourned the conference committee.
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Minutes:

Chairman Freborg Opened the hearing on SB 2165.

Senator Erbele Passed out an amendment and explained its content. See attachment #1.

Representative Porter Thanked Erbele for his initiative to find the common ground on this

issue. This language will get the bill through both chambers. The 12 and 13 year old youth part
.really addresses the concerns about having visual contact with young hunters and alleviates

some of the testosterone driven situations. The apprentice hunter program is a great

recruitment tool. The internet education piece fits well with the overall legislation that really fits

with recruitment and retention of future generations. | would move Senator Erbele’s

amendment.

Representative Damschen Second

Representative Hanson | am still opposed to section 3 simply because a 12-15 year old still

has to take a hunter safety course where someone who is older does not have to take it for the

first year. The question that we had before about someone who is older not wanting to take the

test because they had to take the class with a bunch of younger kids. Now with the online

course | don't think we need section 3. | would like to further amend to remove subsection 3.
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Representative Porter | would resist that substitution. | think that over the last biennium there
has been enough information presented that this program has proven to be a valuable
recruitment tool to get adults into hunting. The hunter ed component of this is worded in such a
way that they you sort of have to hold their hand for the first year. In a lot of states after you
reach 18 the hunter ed requirement goes away. So people could be moving here from other
states that had provisions like this. | do think that with all the information we have gotten about
the hunter apprentice program is a valuable recruitment tool to get individuals into hunting. |
would resist that replacement motion.

Representative Damschen | would resist the motion as well. Section 3 is really the main
reason | signed onto the bill. | think it gives that opportunity to get out there and experience it

with an experienced hunter and see whether or not they want to be involved.

.erresentative Hanson There are two states close to us that require the hunter safety course

regardless of what age you are. | just don’t think we need to have that as they can take the
class over the internet. These kids are not adults, they are 16.
Representative Hanson's measure failed for lack of a second.
The Clerk called the role on the motion to pass the amendment. Yes: 5, No: 1, Absent: 0.

Senator Erbele will carry the bill.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2165

"That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 951 and 952 of the Senate
Journal and pages 1027 and 1028 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill
No. 2165, be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remalinder of the bill with "for an Act to create and
enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
an apprentice hunter program; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. Director to appoint and train Instructors - Prescribe course
material and classroom sites - Certify completlon. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shali select, train, and certify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director aiso shall provide an

“online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age sixteen and over to
complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shall authorize the

issuance of a certificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reena_cted as follows:

1. Ne-persen-shall An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and

a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal sha# must be issued as
an Integral part of the big game hunting license. Ne-persen Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be
issued a big game hunting license if that persess individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or before the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. This age limitation does not apply to app!)cants for-
big game licenses for hunting by bow and arrow. Each violation ‘of this
section shell-be is a distinct and separate offense. The following

provisions govern youth deer hunting:

a. An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening

date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than fourteen
years of age is entitled to receive a statewide white-tailed antlerless

deer parmit but may hunt only in the youth deer hunting season.

b. Anindividual hunting under subdivision a must be accomgaméd by
the individual's parent, guardian, or other individual authorized by the
individual's parent or guardian. As used in this section, ‘

"accompanied” means to stay within a distance that permits

uninterrupted visual contact and unaided verbal communication.

Page No. 1 80067.0407



SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows: ,

Apprentice hunter valldation. An individual born after December 31, 1961,
who is sixteen years of age or older and who does not possess a hunter safety -
education course certificate of completion may be issued an apprentice hunter :

validation. An apprentice hunter validation is valid for only one license year in a lifetime.
An individual in possession of an apprentice hunter validation may hunt small game and

deer only when accompanied by an adult licensed to hunt in this state whose license
was not obtained using an apprentice hunter validation. An apprentice hunter validation
holder must obtain all required licenses and stamps. For purposes of this section,

"accompanied” means to stay within a distance of another individual that permits
uninterrupted visual contact in unaided verbal communication.”

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 2 90067.0407
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) Module No: SR-69-7911
April 21, 2009 1:56 p.m.
Insert LC: 90067.0407

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
SB 2165, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Freborg, Erbele, Pomeroy and
Reps. Porter, Damschen, Hanson) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from the
House amendments on SJ pages 951-952, adopt amendments as follows, and place
SB 2165 on the Seventh order:

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 951 and 952 of the Senate
Journal and pages 1027 and 1028 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill
No. 2165, be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to create and
enact a new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code, reiating to
an apprentice hunter program; and to amend and reenact section 20.1-03-01.1 and
subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, reiating to
hunting licenses and requirements.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 20.1-03-01.1 of the North Dakota
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

20.1-03-01.1. Director to appoint and train instructors - Prescribe course
material and classroom sites - Certify completion. The director shall provide
classroom instruction on, and shall select, train, and certify persons or department
personnel qualified to provide instruction on, firearms and bow safety and hunter
responsibility, and shall prescribe the course material to be used, classroom locations,
and the dates for teaching the course in this state. The director also shall provide an
online internet hunter safety education program for individuals age sixteen and over to
complete the hunter safety education requirement. The director shall authorize the
issuance of a certificate of completion to all persons satisfactorily completing the
course.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 20.1-03-11 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

1.  Ne-persenshal#t An individual may not hunt, kill, take, or attempt to take
any big game without having the appropriate big game hunting license and
a locking seal bearing a number corresponding to the number of the big
game hunting license or stamp. The locking seal shal must be issued as
an integral part of the big game hunting license. Ne—person Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an individual may not apply for or be
issued a big game hunting license if that perser‘s individual's fourteenth
birthday does not occur on or before the opening date of the respective big
game hunting season. This age limitation does not apply to applicants for
big game licenses for hunting by bow and arrow. Each violation of this
section shal—be is a distinct and separate offense. The following
provisions govern youth deer hunting:

a. An individual whose twelfth birthday occurs on or before the opening
date of the youth deer hunting season but is younger than fourteen
vears of age is entitled to receive a statewide white-tailed antlerless
deer permit but may hunt only in the youth deer hunting season.

s

An individual hunting under subdivision a_must be accompanied by
the individual's parent, guardian, or other individual authorized by the
individual's _parent or guardian. As used in this section,

{2) DESK, (2) COMM Page No. 1 SR-69-7811



REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) Module No: SR-69-7911
Aprll 21, 2009 1:56 p.m.

Insert LC: 90067.0407

"accompanied” means to stay within a distance that permits
uninterrupted visual contact and unaided verbal communication.

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 20.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Apprentice hunter validation. An individual born after December 31, 1961,
who is sixteen years of age or older and who does not possess a hunter safety
education _course certificate of completion may be issued an apprentice hunter
validation. An apprentice_hunter validation is valid for only one license year in a
lifetime. An individual in possession of an apprentice hunter validation may hunt small
game and deer only when accompanied by an adult licensed to hunt in this state
whose license was not obtained using an apprentice hunter validation. An_apprentice
hunter validation holder must obtain all required licenses and stamps. For purposes of
this section, "accompanied" means to stay within a distance of another individual that
permits uninterrupted visual contact in unaided verbal communication.”

Renumber accordingly

Engrossed SB 2165 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar.
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NORTH DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT TESTIMONY
SB 2165
SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
JANUARY 15, 2009

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department supports SB 2165. Apprentice
license programs help new hunters learn under the watchful eye and guiding
hand of licensed adult mentors. Apprenticeship allows new hunters to hunt with
an adult “mentor” for one season prior to completing Hunter Education.
Completion of a hunter education course is still required for a new hunter to
become fully licensed.

Twenty-two states permit adult-mentored youth hunting prior to completing a
Hunter Education course. “Try before you hunt” concept allows new hunters to
safely experience hunting before deciding to complete hunter education.

We feel this is a proper and safe tool to use for hunter recruitment, especially for
individuals who have recently moved to our state and would like a chance to
experience our long tradition of hunting. This is also a great tool for recruiting
individuals who like to explore hunting later in life or life style changes such as
marriage. In Washington state where this concept was implemented for all ages
of hunters, sixty percent were over 18 years old. Data on hunting accidents
indicates that this type of mentoring does not cause an increase in hunting
accident rates; however, the overall number of hunter education graduates
increases.

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department urges a DO PASS recommendation
on SB 2165.
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Vlinnesota Apprentice Hunter Program Sparks Fire

‘ATA COMPILED BY THE MINNESOTA
tepartment of Natural Resources
JINR) shows that more than 2,700
linnesorans took advantage of a new
rogram designed to encourage in-
eased participation and interest in
inting and the ourdoors.
The DNR'’s new apprentice hunter
lidation permit has been issued to
721 hunters since the progrands initial
xeption in early 2007. The $3.50 per-
t allows Minnesota residents 12 and
ler, who normaily would be required
possess a firearms safety certificate, to
1t without that certificate for 1 year,
“The response has been ourstand-
.. said C.B. Bylander, DNR out-
zh section chief. “Think abour it.
ne 2,700 people who would not
e hunted were able to enjoy rime
d with family and friends.”
Jnder the rules of the program,
-time hunters must be accompanied
stay within visual and voice con-
e icensed adule hunter who has a

-f Feb/March 2008

‘velve-year-old hunters show gréatest interest in hunting's offerings.

firearms safety certificate. When chese
rules are followed, apprentice hunter
programs have proven to be safe.
“Ultimately, these new hunters will
need o earn their firearms safery certifi-
cate,” said Bylander. “We encourage
them to do this as soon as possible.”

Jay Johnson, DNR hunting recruit-
ment and retention coordinator, said
the new permit was developed ro create
a hands-on opportunity for more peo-
ple to learn abour hunting, hunting
ethics and the conservation philosophy
that is integral to the sport from those
who know it best. “This program,”
Johnson said, “allows individuals to
learn and begin their development into
the nexc generation of hunters and con-
servarionists, even if, initially, chey don't
have a firearms safety certificate.”

State law stipulates thar an appren-
tice hunter validation is good for only 1
year, and allows an individual ro be vali-
dated only once in his or her lifetime.
After the validarion expires, parricipants

must complete a hunter education
Brearms safery training course and be is-
sued a safety cerrificare before they can
buy ancther hunting license. Standard
hunting regulations require that any in-
dividual born after Dec. 31, 1979, par-
ticipate in and pass a hunter education
firearms safety training class before he
or she can buy a hunting license.

Participation in the initial year of the
apprentice hunter validation program
shows thar 64 percent were young
adults ages 17-27. Youths, ages 12-16,
accounted for 34 percent of the total.
Johnson said the greatest program uri-
lization came from 12-year-olds, which
suggests that interest in hunting among
individuals in this age group was partic-
ularly strong, bur a number of them
were not able ro participate in hunter
education firearms safety courses in
time for che 2007 huncing season.

"One of the DNR's priorities will be
to ensure apprentice hunters have the
opportunity o take a hunter educarion

canfiueg 00 poge G
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Big Kitty Caught

Enjoying Warmth

DEADWOOD, SD—With tha intent of enjoying a mom-
ing dip in her backyard hot tuh, 2 woman discovered
that she was being watched by 2 large mountain lion,
crouched only a fow feat away, After 2 brief stare-
down, the woman raported that the large cat feapt
completely over the tub and ran away without
harm—to the mountain fion or herseif. Local law
snforcemant speculated that the cat was escaping
the cool morning air by basking in the warmth from
the hot tub.

Five-Year-0id

Wears Crockett Genes

DEWITT, AR—A 5-yoar-cld Arkansas boy, who hap-
pens to bs a 10th-generation descendant of Davy
Crockett, recently killsd a black bear that weighed
more than 400 pounds—nearly 12 times the weight
of the young hunter. While hunting with his grandfa-
thar, tha boy made a one-shet kill with his youth rifle,

Apprentice Hunter Program covunes from page 14

lcarms safety craining class before the

‘ hunting season so they can contin-

their development as the next gener-

tion of hunters and conservationists,”
ohnson said.

The DNR’s Enforcement Division
ffers creative solutions, such as home
udy and online courses, for adults and
snducts more than 1,300 traditional
rearms safety courses for youths. In
)08, those courses are expected to cer-
¥ about 23,000 students.

“The Apprentice Hunter Validarion
ogram is just one arrow in the quiver

‘the DNRs recruitment and retention
‘orts,” Johnson said. “It, along with
=cia] youth hunts, National Archery

the Schools and Becoming an
itdocrs Woman programs, all are

rking to remove barriers to participa-

n and inspire enthusiasm for the

irt."-MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATU-

RESOURCES

For more information on the Minnasota

Apprentice Hunter Program, log onto
b.com and click “Wab Links.”

6 Feo/Marcn 2008

chailenging the legends of the bear Davy Crockstt
reportedly killed at the age of 3. The family is plan-
ning to have 2 life-sized mount done to commemo-
rate the occasion.

Pink Firepower

Gaining Popularity

LUBBOCK, TX—According to sales reports irom
major outdoor retailers from across the United
$tates, pink Is in, As women gain interest and
increase jparticipation in hunting and shooting
activitios, tha sale of firearms with a pink stock is
ascaiating at an exponential rate. In fact, many

" stores are having difficuities keeping ths pink

rifies, shotguns and pistols on the shalves. But the
opinion of pink firearms sesms 1o be a love/hate
rafationship. While soms female shoolers enjoy the
individuality pink firearms offer, others are shun-
ning from the attraction. Perhaps the biggest con-
cern amongst hitntars and shaolsrs stams from the
pink firsarm's uncanny ability to look ‘faks,” or like
a toy gun, Still, sates of the firsarms continue to
rise, and Remington's pink guns offer a uniqua
challengs stamped on the stock: “Shoot like a
girl—tif you ¢can,”

Canadian Government
Postpones Firearms Stamping
OTTAWA, ONT—The Canadian government announced
its decision to suspend the pianned Firearms Marking
Regulations until Dec. 1, 2008. Tha reguiations, which
wers ariginally schedufed to begin Dec. 1, 2007, were
postponed following strong opposition from members
of the firsarms industry, who iltustrated the technical
challsnges and controvarsial benefits of the regula-
fion. The new reguiation would require all firearms
manufactured in Canada or being imparted by
Canada to have the Istters “CA” and the last two dig-
its of the year of import stamped onto the barrel. The
government plans to take the next 2 ysars to review
the tachnical feasibility and the actual benefits of
having such a regulation.

Bear Intruder Shot

After Second Offense

FLORENCE, OR—A large mals black baar was killsd
in the middle of a residential street in Florance,
Oregon, after it broke down a doer in altampt to
enter a nearby hame. The bear had braksn into the

sama housa the day before and cornered the homa-
owner in his garage. The bear then climbed a iree
across the street, whore a law enforcoment afficer
found him. The bear came down the tree and
advanced toward the officer, slowing about 10 fest
away but still advancing. The bear was about 3 feet
away when the officer shot and killed it Wildlife
sxports ara unsure why the bear tried to break into
ths same home iwice.

Tennessee Fights For

Right To Hunt And Fish

NASHVILLE, TH—Next month, Tennessee sportsmen
could be a stap closer to having the right to hunt and
fish amended into their state's constitution. Several
months ago, the Right to Hunt and Fish Amendment
wag passed unanim_ously in the House of Rep-
rasentatives and is set to stand against the Senate. if
the Senate passes the amendment, the resofution
would be placed on the ballot during the next guber-
natorial elaction (in 2010). To become a part of the
Tennassse constitution the proposed amendment
would need 50 percent of the total votss cast in the
governor's race, plus one additiongl vote.

Wast Virginia Deer

Test Positive For CWD

ROMNEY, WY—Preliminary test rasults have detect-
od Chronic Wasting Disaase (CWD) in five hunter-
harvested deer collected in Hampshire County dur-
ing the 2007 deer firsarms hunting season. CWD has
now been detected in 19 deer in Hampshire County
Operating within guidafines established by its CWD
incident Response Plan, the DNR has taken the steps
necassary to implement appropriate managsment
actions designed to control the spread of the dis-
oass, prevent further latroduction and possibly slim-
inats the dissass from the state.

Rabid Fox Attacks Five

BOYNTON BEACH, FL—A gray fox that attacked five
people in south Floride testad positive for rabies
after its brain was dissected at the staie Health
Doparimant lab. Ovar the courss of sovaral days, the
fox attacked randomly before being captured, autha-
nized and sent fo the Health Department for lab
tests. The fox attacks marked Palm Beach County's
third animal rabies case withis 1 year, and there
wars six rables cases repartad last year.

North American Hunter
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NORTH DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT TESTIMONY
SB 2165
HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

MARCH 6, 2009

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department supports SB 2165. Apprentice license programs
help new hunters learn under the watchful eye and guiding hand of licensed adult mentors.
Apprenticeship allows new hunters to hunt with an adult “mentor” for one season prior to
completing Hunter Education. Completion of a hunter education course is still required for a
new hunter to become fully licensed.

Twenty-two states permit adult-mentored youth hunting prior to completing a Hunter
Education course. “Try before you hunt” concept allows new hunters to safely experience
hunting before deciding to complete hunter education.

We feel this is a proper and safe tool to use for hunter recruitment, especially for individuals
who have recently moved to our state and would like a chance to experience our long tradition
of hunting. This is also a great tool for recruiting individuals who like to explore hunting later in
life or have experienced life style changes such as marriage. In Washington State where this
concept was implemented for ali ages of hunters, sixty percent were over 18 years old. Data on
hunting accidents indicates that this type of mentoring does not cause an increase in hunting
accident rates; however, the overall number of hunter education graduates increases.

SB 2165 carries an emergency clause. This would require the Department to work with ITD to
develop, test, and implement a working system prior to the first week in May, that is when we
start accepting deer applications. The Department would respectfully request that the
emergency clause be dropped.

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department urges a DO PASS recommendation on SB 2165.
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Post Office Box 272
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sadlons
Chairman TESTIMONY OF CLARENCE A, BINA
Sheldon Cieslak UNITED SPORTSMEN OF NORTH DAKOTA
Hazen, ND PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

(701) 748-6248

Area | Director

MARCH 6, 2009

oy e SENATE BILL 2165
(701) 774.3744
Area2Director |- Chairman Porter and members of the Committee:
Chad Schweitzer
Berthold, ND
(7014533522 1 | am Clarence A. Bina, and | am speaking on behalf of the United Sportsmen of
prea 3 Divector North Dakota. The United Sportsmen of North Dakota has a membership of 655
g‘(’)"l')'s;;;“jég[’ individuals.
gl:eel:lgnnclli:;?kr The United Sportsmen of North Dakota opposes SB 2165 for the following rea-
Hazen, ND sons:
(701) 748-6248
o Arca 7 Director

“fr;‘gfo‘::ﬂm The United Sportsmen of North Dakota has in its membership about 25
(701)952-4993 Hunter Safety instructors who believe that the current program for certifying new
Area 9 Director hunters is an excellent program as it is now being conducted. The North Dakota
i‘;’,‘;fﬂ‘,;“’ 14-hour Hunter Education program, administered through the North Dakota
(7013 267-7676 Game and fish Department, now certifies youngsters eleven years and older
Landowner/ (11+) and other older first-time hunters as well in safety, ethics, laws and regula-
2’.’,‘:.:5::"" tions, and basic wildlife, and it is, again, working well as it is currently taught.
}‘ﬂsg"w’:‘“m Perspective North Dakota hunter licensees, we believe, should adjust their intent
(701) 252-2811 to apply for a North Dakota hunting license accordingly by registering and com-
Lobbyist pleting the North Dakota Hunter Education course during the year. The opportu-
g::rncl::cekB:S nities for this course are ample and Statewide. In addition, perspective hunters
(701) 527-1608 can always avail themselves to the course online at any time too.
Secretary

Nancy Buechler Last, the USND believes that in recent years the nationally recognized low-rate of
Bismarck, ND young-hunter accidents in North Dakota is attributable to our young hunters

(701) 222-3499
completing the fourteen-hour {(14) Hunter Education course. We think that the
“Apprentice Hunter Validation” proposal may compromise North Dakota’s excel-
lent record in helping avoid first-time hunters’ accidents.

‘. The United Sportsmen of North Dakota urges this Committee a Do Not Pass on
SB 2165.




