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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

Relating to reconvened regular sessions of the legislative assembly in even-numbered
years

Minutes: You may make reference to “attached testimony.”

Chairman Jim Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1262.

Rep. Kempenich passed out Attachments 1, 2, and 3. This bill is proposing to move us
to annual sessions. There are four states that call biannual sessions--Texas, Nevada,
Montana, and North Dakota. Montana and North Dakota are truly biannual states. Texas
and Nevada meet for long times in one year, but then there are special sessions throughout
the rest of the biennium. | thought about this when we had the special session in
November. It felt like we were beginning another session. We were meeting for a month
before that special session about things that were happening in the western part of the
state with their changes and issues. If we wouldn't have had that redistricting session in
November, we would have been called in for a special session. If we wouldn't have, we
would have had a mess, probably a bigger mess than we have right now. It seems like we
are letting a lot of the agencies make decisions. You see it a lot in appropriations that we
okay something that has already happened. The biggest problem is the transition. Once it
would start, the flow would be better. We would see a lot of bills drop off. When you read
the constitution, it says that the legislature shall meet no more than 80 days every two
years. There are pros and cons on what you want to do. We do over budget for a lot of
what we do. The smaller agencies are usually closer. Next year we are going to hit
PPACA, Obamacare, which is going to come into law. These are just some examples.

Rep. Karen Rohr These are some of the issues that could sell the point--duplication of
bills, over budget, and the number of special sessions. Is there some kind of a trending
chart that we could get in terms of the nhumbers we were over budget in the last three
sessions?

Rep. Kempenich Yes, but | don't want council to go through that. In the smaller agencies
there is not a lot of turn back money. Human Resources has put together this Haye Group
which shows what has been rolled out with performance, etc. We are seeing a trend, but it
is hard to compile because it would be little nhumbers to get on one page. What we are
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seeing is how agencies are managing their money differently. Larger agencies have
stayed within their quartiles because they have dollars to work with. The general fund
spending this last biennium was around $4 billion. We are going up to close to $7 billion.
Our total spending is going to $12 billion overall. Then he went over some more
advantages and disadvantages of having annual sessions.

Rep. Scott Louser There is at least eight members on our committee that have never
been a part of that debate. What was the rationale on other assemblies to not change?

Rep. Kempenich There is a perceived notion that annual sessions would start moving us
to a more full-time legislature. It is more on how individuals' lives are affected with annual
or biannual sessions. We still want to keep this a citizen legislature. | do know that
committees kill bills to speed up processes in a lot of these annual session states.

Rep. Marie Strinden You mentioned having a citizen legislature, and | think we can all
agree that it is difficult for many of our citizens to be able to serve in the legislature. Does
the annual session make that easier and how?

Rep. Kempenich | think that becomes an individual preference. It works both ways. The
last couple sessions have become more complicated, so they were not the benchmarks to
follow for the ending of sessions.

Rep. Gail Mooney If we have 1400 bills whether that is in a biennium or an annual, we still
have the same number of bills or issues to address. Correct?

Rep. Kempenich We have about 800.
Rep. Gail Mooney Regardless of the number, we still have the same number?

Rep. Kempenich You could on some of it. What would happen is if you started going into
that, there would be some of this that probably would be getting addressed and wouldn't
have to had legislation necessarily to get outside of some policy changes.

Rep. Gail Mooney Addressed how? Through special committee?

Rep. Kempenich A lot of it would be reports that would need to be filed. | would like to see
what Wyoming has done. They went to a very long session and then had a short one to
finish out.

Chairman Jim Kasper You talked about the biennial session not changing the budgeting.
You talked about having your hearings like normal. When we start a session like we have
here, it takes about a week to get the session going. The ending time is about one to two
weeks. We have two to three weeks in each session where it is starting up and ending. If
we are trying to be more effective and have more time to do our job, now that would
theoretically double the amount of time have for startup and ending, so we are wasting
time, and | don't mean wasting in a bad way. We would have the double wasted time. How
do you address the lost time in the annual sessions compared to the biennial sessions?
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Rep. Kempenich That is a paradigm. It depends where you are at in the makeup of the
legislature. Usually at the end of the session it is the money bills that wind up taking the
two or three weeks. Time wise | think that process would probably speed up somewhat
too, because there is a lot of maneuvering in the different chambers. It does get to be
frustrating because the end game is all the same. It is how we get there. | think there
would be a lot more communication if we had the timeframes.

Chairman Jim Kasper You talked about oversight. You said being here every year, we
would have more oversight of the agencies. We have interim committees which have
oversight. The interim committees can't make legislative decisions, but they certainly are
charged with oversight, and we have administrative rules committee for further oversight.
You don't think we have enough oversight right now?

Rep. Kempenich There is functionality in what happens today. There are some other
options of what we are doing.

Chairman Jim Kasper You stated that the number of bills might go down. | don't know
how the rest of the committee decides how they are going to do bills. Mine generally come
to mind in a couple of ways, either it is past legislation that didn't get passed or past
legislation that | think needs to be fixed, or | am driving around and | hear something and |
say | think we ought to look at the next session and make a phone call. Whether we have
biennial or annual sessions, how would that change?

Rep. Kempenich You can't control that. Other states that have switched that | have read
about have had some growing problems. South Dakota, for example, tried to do a long,
short, and tried to do just a policy and budgetary session. That didn't work. They basically
do a biennial budget, but they are tweaking the budget in the second half.

Chairman Jim Kasper You think our ideas might get shorter if we have annual sessions?
You talked about potentially we wouldn't have so many bills coming to the floor, and you
were sort of skirting the concept that a committee like our committee could kill a bill and it
would never go to the floor. | for one am opposed to that concept. We could change those
rules right now without an annual session, could we not?

Rep. Kempenich Yes. Basically all we need to do is meet and have a rule change. The
reason | introduced this is that you are not going to get this conversation going in a private
meeting.

Rep. Vicky Steiner appeared in support of this bill. One thing that concerns me as a
member of policy and some of you who always serve on policy is that they thought we were
going to end last session with $55 million but we ended with a $1.2 billion surplus. Yes, we
missed, and it was to the good. | think it shows how much change happened between
when we were able to get together. We went from 9" oil producing state to second in a
relatively short period of time. | know change is hard, but what is our job? Our job is to do
the best job we can with the policy and dollars that operate this state. Rep. Kempenich
talked about how rapid our expenditures and revenues are going up and the management
of this unprecedented growth. Personally, | like to meet every two years. Annual sessions
will be harder for me personally with my job. As | look at the budget and as policy
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members, you will have more input, | believe, into the budget if we are meeting every year.
For example, when they met in December, the Highway Patrol was over budget by
$500,000. What that means is they didn't have enough money, and so they went ahead
and spent a half million dollars without authorization, came back to budget section, and
said is this okay. Of course, what are you going to do? They spent it on overtime and
taking care of some of the problems that we have. The northwest section of North Dakota
has twice the fatalities of any other section of the state so the Highway Patrol is trying to
address a very serious issue and so budget section gave them the okay. Budget section
also had the opportunity to discuss what they were going to do with the water budget.
There was about $50 million left over that was surplus in the water fund, and the water
agencies were asking could we go ahead and get this money now so we could let the
contracts in March? Budget section took the position that we should discuss it when
legislature meets in January. In my thinking, if we would have sessions every year, | think
we would be able to address this rapid change better. | would have liked to seen it where
we do every year for the next four years, and see if we can't go back to every other year.
They say once you go to every year, it is hard to go back. | thought the redistricting
session we had went really well. | think if you know you only have so many days, you get
down to it. | also think we would have to change the way we organize. | agree it probably
takes a week to get organized, but when you know how many days you have, perhaps you
get your staff organized ahead of and you hit the ground running. | know there are
organizations that can help us get our organization up quicker. Montana goes into special
session quite regularly, because their Governor is comfortable calling them, because it is
kind of a cultural thing in Montana. Our Governor is very reluctant to call a special session.
| have talked to him on occasion and asked if we are going to be able to wait with this
problem. You have to have an overwhelming push to have a special session. This idea
needs some discussion. | realize some people really enjoy that it is every other year for
their own personal reasons. With what | see happening from the budget perspective, it will
serve all of us to meet every year for the next four years at least to make sure that we have
everything covered for this state. Last summer the oil and gas industry was spending $2
billion a month in our state. That has never occurred at that level with that industry so that
is pushing quite a bit of change. They are looking at new technology. Instead of using
water, there is a company that is saying they can use natural gas to frac. If we go away
from water for fracing, how does that impact all the policies and procedures we have in
place? We won't be able to meet for two years if in fact that technology was to take off,
what does that mean? | am disappointed that the interim committees’ bills are a lot of times
killed or not recognized during the legislative session. If you did annual sessions, those
interim committees would actually become very important, because those bills would be
rolling into that next session that is coming up.

Rep. Scott Louser Not taking into consideration our state budget, do you feel there is a
state in this country that is run better than North Dakota?

Rep. Vicky Steiner | wonder how well we are run when | look at some of the issues that
are going on that have not been addressed. | know we pride ourselves and we have a lot
of spin of how well we are run. There are still some issues that need to be addressed and
we need to address those issues as quickly as we can.
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Rep. Scott Louser Is there a particular state that comes to mind? | traveled a lot last year
and spent time in different assemblies, and | came back thinking we do it better here than
anywhere | have seen.

Rep. Vicky Steiner Yes, we are a very well run state.

Chairman Jim Kasper There are many independent studies that verify that. It is not
simply our opinion in this committee. It is some outside authorities that say we are one of
the best run states. We can always get better.

Rep. Vicky Steiner | think we could get better if we would consider some of these options
we have.

Rep. Karen Rohr In these states where they went from biennial to annual, did they get any
citizen input?

Rep. Vicky Steiner | don't know.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning One of the things | always thought of is why don't we start
with the committees a week or so ahead of time so when the session starts, we have our
feet running? What do you think of that?

Rep. Vicky Steiner The reason | wanted this discussion was can we organize differently
to, like you say, get your feet running sooner. | agree the first week we are getting
organized, but we also know that we have this length of time. When we had our
redistricting session, | felt that went very well and there were a lot of significant dollars that
were discussed. Did you think that was well run?

Vice Chair Randy Boehning I think it ran very well, but | think a lot of the things happened
before that session.

Chairman Jim Kasper | would remind the committee that if we started early, it would be
count as one day, so we would lose whatever days we start early from the 80 days which
may be an issue all to itself.

Rep. Ben Koppelman Being that we meet in interim committees and they do work and
some of that work results in recommended legislation, could you start what Rep. Boehning
is suggesting, and do some of that work and not have it count as a session legislative day?
It would be a legislative day for the sake of paying legislators just like interim committee
days are. Are there limitations on that?

Chairman Jim Kasper We are going to ask our intern to research.
Rep. Ben Koppelman Do you know if there is a way that we can encourage the Governor

from the legislative perspective to call special sessions when they are needed to deal with
issues rather than being reluctant?
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Rep. Vicky Steiner It is very rare in North Dakota. We were very fortunate to have that
redistricting just happen and it came into place. We did need to get together and refine the
budget. If you talk to the appropriations people, they will say that if we go every year, you
will have less agency decisions being made and you will have more decisions made by the
legislative body. While you are gone, they have to make decisions and things change for
them.

Rep. Steven Zaiser The leaders of the House often talk about this being a citizen
legislature. What do you think if we were going to an annual session that would do to that
concept?

Rep. Vicky Steiner | don't really think it would make any difference with the citizen
legislature. It might make it easier for some of the people's schedules.

There was no opposition.

The hearing was closed on HB 1262.
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Chairman Jim Kasper opened the session on HB 1262.

Rep. Gary Paur | personally don't believe there is much room for discussion here. | would
just like to see it go to the floor and let the discussion happen there.

Chairman Jim Kasper It will go to the floor, but it is going to come out of this committee
with a vote first.

Rep. Gary Paur | would recommend a Do Pass.
Rep. Marie Strinden seconded the motion.

Rep. Jason Dockter They said it is hard to have the Governor go into special session.
What is the procedure for special session? Can you give us some information on this?

Chairman Jim Kasper We have a constitutional limit of 80 days that we can be in session
as a legislature. If we are in session for our biennial session and we have any days left out
of the 80 days, then the legislature itself can call ourselves back to session. If we use the
entire 80 days, the only method to get us back in the session is where the Governor would
call a special session. They are very reluctant to do that unless there is an extreme
emergency.

Rep. Steven Zaiser That 80 day limitation is something that can be changed. As you well
know, we can propose a change to the constitution that goes to the voters.

Chairman Jim Kasper Correct. Any citizen group or legislator could lead an initiated
measure drive to do just that.
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Rep. Karen Rohr | would have difficulty supporting this bill unless there is an analysis
done. Everything we have received so far is kind of vague and nothing is specific in terms
of data. Is it a structure problem? Process problem? Outcome problem? What are we
basing our approval or disapproval on other than the 80 days?

Rep. Marie Strinden | agree with Rep. Rohr that we should make informed decisions, so |
would be in support of adding an amendment like that. | am in support also of the bill as it
stands right now, because we are in the extreme minority of states that only meets once
every two years. There are five of us. Our state is changing so quickly. At leastin the next
five or ten years, it really might behoove us to try this for a couple years. If it doesn't work,
we could go back.

Rep. Bill Amerman | will be opposing the do pass recommendation. This has been
proposed before, and the general feeling | got from the public is we don't want you up there
every year. We all serve on interim committees and we are given various studies and
things that come up with legislation. A lot of times you have to bring in a lot of different
entities to these committee meetings to figure out if there should be legislation. If we have
a session every year and let's say get done at the end of February and now you have the
interim committee, you have to come up with something within just that few months that
you have. You probably aren't going to do the justice that needs to be done.

Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Amerman makes an excellent point. Interim committees will
start in June until September or October of the following year. There we have the
resolutions that we study. We have various issues that we study. The legislative
management will have before it 30, 40, or 50 issues that they are going to consider to
assign to an interim committee. That is where you flush out the real details of what is going
on in legislation. On the interim committee level, you can have three, four, or five hearings
that could last a whole day on a bill or bills that you are considering.

Rep. Gail Mooney | agree with Rep. Karen Rohr and Rep. Bill Amerman. In all the
testimony that we heard, | didn't hear anything data driven that would prove that this would
actually be a more efficient way of running our government. | would also not be in support
of a do pass.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning The interim committees would probably meet throughout the
whole two years. They would have to report back in the second session in order to get the
proper information. | am in favor of the bill.

Rep. Scott Louser It was mentioned earlier about the public. This is one of the things that
| think the public would want some input on. There has to be a number of employees that
are making quite a commitment to allow somebody to come and serve every other year,
and we would be asking them to make that commitment to allow somebody to come and
serve every year. | think, generally, the public would be opposed to this.

Rep. Marie Strinden | respectfully disagree with Rep. Louser. | think the public could
either way, just like this committee could. | agree with Rep. Steiner that it is really about
the good of the state, and it is not about the good of us. For me personally, being gone
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from my job for four months is a huge drain on my staff, and if | was only gone for two
months, then | could back that much sooner and take care of problems that much quicker.

Rep. Gary Paur | see no reason why committees such as ours could not meet in the
interim between the two sessions.

Rep. Steven Zaiser This state is evolving. There are a lot of changes going on. We could
still have interims. If it doesn't work, we could back. | would support the proposed
legislation.

Rep. Ben Koppelman The concept from a budgeting standpoint and the time spent on
larger and larger budgets and the accuracy at which budgets could be projected for a two-
year period versus annually, it could make sense to do annual sessions. However, | am
not sure that this legislation is needed to be able to do that. | am not going to support a do
pass.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning Under Section 2, No. 2, regular session means legislative
session commencing in January of the odd-numbered years. | don't know what we would
call it in the even-numbered years.

Rep. Ben Koppelman Let us say we are only here for 60 days this year and we had 20
days remaining under our constitutional authority, although we commence the named
session in that odd-numbered year, there is no prohibition that | can see within the
constitutional allowance or within the statue, for us to use those remaining 20 days anytime
during the biennium that are left.

Chairman Jim Kasper Correct.

Rep. Marie Strinden What Rep. Ben Koppelman said earlier made me really nervous. |
think moving towards a system where we have leadership coming together to make
decisions about the budget in the interim and we don't have quorum talking in an open
forum, is not the way to move our state.

Chairman Jim Kasper | don't think Rep. Ben Koppelman said that all. | think what he said
is that the leadership recalls back in the session without the bill. | don't think he was
implying that they would be making decisions anywhere near on the budget, because they
can't. We have an emergency commission, budget stabilization fund, and emergency
funds that can take care of something that comes up during the interim where there are
funds that are short or something that has to be done. We have the checks and balances
and opportunities built in to address major crises during emergencies.

Rep. Marie Strinden | apologize to Rep. Ben Koppelman. | am no longer scared.

Rep. Gail Mooney When we had Measure 2 discussion in the first half of 2012, there was
a tremendous amount of discussion if Measure 2 would have passed, the legislation may
become a full-time legislation. | know the people of my area were not at all pleased about
that and not open to that prospect at all. Out of your discussions on the western side of the
state, what did your constituents say about this?
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Rep. Scott Louser There was the same concerns throughout the state.

Chairman Jim Kasper You recall that | talked to Rep. Kempenich when he testified about
the process when you have a session, whether it is annual or biennial. | estimate that if we
had annual sessions, we waste and | mean waste in the term of duplication, at least two
and maybe three weeks because we would have to duplicate the beginning session and
the ending session. Frankly, | would rather see that we had the ability to be in session 100-
120 days. If we had that amount of time, then | might consider an annual session. We do
our work here. We go home and then we are a citizen legislature. That is what it is all
about and | think that is why we are so widely recognized not only in our state but also the
envy of the nation. We are going to call the question. This was for a do pass and
rereferred to appropriations.

The motion failed, 4 yeas, 9 nays, 1 absent
ﬁep. Vernon Laning made a motion for a Do Not Pass.
Rep. Karen Rohr seconded the motion.

Rep. Scott Louser The process for the Governor to call a special session is simply a 30-
day notice?

Chairman Jim Kasper The Governor can call for whatever reason. He has the executive
power to do so. We just have to have the proper notice. | don't know if it is 30 days.

DO NOT PASS, 10-3, 1 ABSENT. Rep. Scott Louser is the carrier of this bill.



FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
01/15/2013
Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1262

1 A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues
Expenditures $(2,080,000) $2,275,000
Appropriations $(2,080,000) $2,275,000

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political
subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill requires annual legislative sessions beginning in 2015.

B. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

This bill requires the Legislative Assembly to meet for up to 45 days in each odd-numbered year and for up to 35
days in each even-numbered year. The total number of legislative days would still be limited to 80 over each two-
year period. The bill includes a December 1, 2014, effective date.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

The Legislative Assembly would be limited to meet for 45 legislative days in 2015. The 2013-15 biennium budget for
the Legislative Assembly includes funding for an anticipated 77 legislative day session in 2015; therefore, there
would be an estimated 32 fewer legislative days during the 2013-15 biennium. Based on an estimated cost of
$65,000 per legislative day, 2013-15 biennium expenditures would be reduced by $2,080,000. This amount
anticipates the Legislative Assembly would meet for 45 consecutive business days. For the 2015-17 biennium, the
Legislative Assembly would meet for up to 35 days in 2016 and up to 45 days in 2017. Expenditures in 2015-17
would increase by an estimated $2,275,000 for costs of 80 days in the 2015-17 biennium compared to the 45 days
in the 2013-15 biennium. The anticipated additional costs reflect $195,000 for an anticipated 3 additional legislative
days, from a total of 77 to 80. Again, this amount anticipates the Legislative Assembly would meet for consecutive
business days to complete its work each year. If the Legislative Assembly would choose to take extended breaks
between legislative days, the costs for each session could increase significantly.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates fo a continuing appropriation.

The 2013-15 biennium appropriation could be reduced by an estimated $2,080,000 from the general fund to reflect
32 fewer legislative days during the 2015 legislative session as explained in the expenditures section above. The
2015-17 biennium appropriation would need to increase from the adjusted 2013-15 biennium appropriation level
referred to above by an estimated $2,275,000 from the general fund in anticipation of meeting for 35 legislative days
in 2016 and 45 legislative days in 2017 as explained in the expenditures section above.

Name: Allen Knudson
Agency: Legislative Council
Telephone: 328-2916
Date Prepared: 01/21/2013
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1262: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. Kasper, Chairman)
recommends DO NOT PASS (10 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
HB 1262 was placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar.
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Annual versus Biennial Legislative Sessions
Legislatures continually look for ways to improve their effectiveness. One reform frequently debated is annual versus biennial sessions.

In the early 1960s, only 19 state legislatures met annually. The remaining 31 held biennial regular sessions. All but three (Kentucky, Mississippi and Virginia) held
their biennial session in the odd-numbered year. By the mid-1970s, the number of states meeting annually grew tremendously—up from 19 to 41. However,
several of these states used a "flexible" session format in which the total days of session time was divided between two years; these states included Minnesota,
North Carolina, Tennessee and Vermont. Today, 46 state legislatures meet annually. The remaining four states—Montana, Nevada, North Dakota and Texas—hold
session every other year. All of the biennial legislatures hold their regular sessions in the odd year. Oregon, Arkansas, Kentucky, New Hampshire and Washington

were the last states to change from biennial to annual regular sessions; these states held their first annual sessions in 2011, 2009, 2001, 1985 and 1981,
respectively.

There are several basic arguments used by the respective proponents of annual or biennial sessions. Listed below are the ones set out by political scientists, William
Keefe and Morris Ogul.

FOR ANNUAL SESSIONS FOR BIENNIAL SESSIONS

1. The biennial format is unsuitable for dealing with the complex and continuing 1. There are enough laws. Biennial sessions constitute a safeguard
problems which confront today’s legislatures. The responsibilities of a legislature have against precipitate and unseemly legislative action.

become so burdensome that they can no longer be discharged on an alternate-year

basis.

2. More frequent meetings may serve to raise the status of the legislature, thereby 2. Yearly meetings of the legislature will contribute to legislative
helping to check the flow of power to the executive branch. harassment of the administration and its agencies.

3. Continuing legislative oversight of the administration becomes more feasible with
annual sessions, and that administrative accountability for the execution of legislative
policies is more easily enforced.

3. The interval between sessions may be put to good advantage by
individual.legislators and interim study commissions, since there is
never sufficient time during a session to study proposed legislation.

4, States may respond more rapidly to new federal laws which require state

4, The biennial system affords legislators more time to renew relations
participation.

with constituents, to mend political fences and to campaign for
reelection.

5. The legislature cannot operate effectively in fits and starts. Annual sessions may help | 5. Annual sessions inevitably lead to a spiraling of legislative costs, for
make the policy-making process more timely and orderly the legislators and other assembly personnel are brought together
twice as often.

6. Annual sessions would serve to diminish the need for special sessions.

Denver Office Washington Office
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. )2tz

‘ Session
State : Dates of session . length limit
: i

| - 30 legislative
_# Alabama ,March 1 through June 9 'days in 105

calendar days i

e i

i o e A e . e ot 13

iJanuary 18 Aprﬂ 17. Mid-term i
‘recess April 18 - January 16,2012. 90 calendar

‘e Alask , .

f & Alaska 3[2] Special sessions April 18-May  :days
14, June 27-28. :
‘ ‘Saturday of the -
‘ January 10 through April 20. ‘last week in

@ Arizona ‘Special sessions, January 19-20, ‘which the 100th -

= 'February 14-16, June 10-13. ! ‘calendar day
‘ falls :

» x60 calendar

@ Arkansas  January 10-April 27

(days

January 3-September 9. 1 i
‘Extraordinary session convened :
‘January 20, 2011. Spring recess , :
) ‘ April 14-April 25, Summer recess |
: éi%fomia* July 15 - August 15. Special session 1 September 12 ‘
! ‘mid-term recess September 9 |
| through January 4,2012.1) Regular ' : 3
'session adjourned September 9, | |
201118 1

|
i

b : 1120 calendar ;
& Colorado ;January 12-May 11 i days

iJanuary S-June 8. Special sessions,

- |
# Connecticut iJune 30, October 26. gJune 8

[—

L wZrJanuary 11-June 30. Recess July 1, ’

(@ Delaware 5011 - Janvary 10, 2012.  June 30

lﬁﬁ Florida* ‘March 8-May 6 60 calendar
| days

 January 10 through April 14. Mid- |
‘term recess April 15, 2011 - January 40 legislative

8, 2012."'Special session August 15 days

-August 31. (81

7 anuary 19 through May 5 Mld

T3 Hawaii term recess May 6 - January 17, 60 legislative
2012 ‘days

Ea@Georgia
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‘ Session
State Dates of session - length limit
‘ m

i

6 - llinois*  January 12-June 1. Special session None
June 22 (single day). Recess June 23
- October 24, 2011. Special veto

session October 25" Special
sess10n December 12,01

ﬁ' Indiana January 5-April 29. 121 APTI1 29

January 10 - July 1. (per diem ended
.Aprll 30, budgeted year ends June 110 calendar

otk Iowa :30) Mid-term recess June 30 - days 3
- %January 8,2012.113] 4 - |
ﬁ Kentucky ml:}iylj-_%;:ﬁkg Special session E %}}:%irsﬁ;sh ;
& Louisiana %Regular session: April 25-June 23. 3:;:%516%1%

! Spec1al session March 20- April 13. ‘calendar days

sDecember 1, 2010-June 16 }
(statutory adJournment was June 15) |
' Special veto session June 28-29. |

: Redistricting session September 27. June 15 |
‘Mid-term recess June 30 - January | '
3,2012.091 |

' January 12 through April 11.
| @ Maryland i Special redistricting session October | 90 calendar
i | 17 20 [16] ;days

i : i
i i l

; ' Formal sessions, |
g1 ] ' (17 (18] November 16; 1
‘Massachusetts* ° January >November 16 ‘informal, no |

hrmt

S

:@’ + M1ch1gan* January 12- mld December ') ‘None

120 leglﬂslétlve

,days in 2 years,
January 4-May 23. Mid-term recess !or the 1st

‘@38 Minnesota May 24 - January 23, 2012. Special ‘Monday after

? session July 19-20.[2% ‘the 3rd Saturday
'in May each :
‘year

ﬁe ‘Miesissippi
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Session
State » Dates of session . length limit
' 1

' January 4 through April 7. Special 90 calendar

: -session September 2.kl : days
ﬁvMissouri J anuary 5-May 30 May 30
: - iBlenmal
# Montana ;January 3 through April 28 ‘session; 90
1 Vlegislative days

J anuary 5 through April 12. Mid-

e .term recess May 27 - January 3, 190 legislative

A Nebraska 12012.1%%) Special session begin ~days
_November 1[23]

‘Biennial
‘: # Nevada zFebruary 7-June 6 ':session; 120 «
f ‘calendar days
& New ) 145 legislative
fHampshire iJ anuary 5-September 30. days or July 1
i January 12, 2011-January 10,2012. |
'%@' I\Lew *In recess until November 17,2011. None
| Jersey [24] |

i

January 18-March 19. Special

i
ﬁ New Mexico | red1str1ct1ng session scheduled 160 calendar

J
l
|
)
i

k  September 6-October 6.12°] days ;
%»ﬁ\gﬁ New York : January 5-June 24. Mid-term recess ‘N t
State* June 25 - January 3,2012.2¢ jone |
! January 26-June 18. Special :
| red1$tnct1ng session July 13-July 29. |
| @@ North i 27 Special session September 12- %N ne
o1 ! . :No
' Carolina 115.%8] Recessed until November 6.
“ . Special Session began November 7. |

[29] !
ﬁ North J anuary 4 through April 28. Special }Bler}malgo
Dakota session November 7-21.5%  SeSSI T, l

; leglslatwe days :

% Oh10* January 3 December 2012[31] None

;February 7- May 27. Mid-term x
mau Oklahoma recess May 28 - February 5, 2012. ‘May 27
‘ [32] :
& Oregon February 1-June 30 160 calendar
e days
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Session

State Dates of session length limit
(1
‘ew#  January 4,2011-November 30,  Nonme
Pennsylvanla* 12012, ' ,
ﬁa@uRhode ‘January 4-October 30. Spec1al None
vIsland ;sessmn October 18. '
‘January 11-June 2. House Spec1al
€@ South 'session June 14-July 1. 1*3] Special | ane 2
'Carolina ;session July 26. B Mid-term recess
untll January 9,2012.5%

(J anuary 11 through March 28
: @ South Speclal session October 24~ October 40 legislative
:Dakota [36] .days
: 3 1.
| % January 11 through May 22 . Mid- 90 legislative
¢ @ Tennessee 1term recess May 22 - January 9, d
201207 s
‘Biennial

;session; 140
January 11-May 30. Special session calendar days.
‘May 31-June 29 Spemal session |
: ‘May 31- June
129. ?

H
£
i
}

EJanuary 24-March 10. Special

sess1ons March 25, July 27. Special 45 calendar ‘

_red1str1ct1ng session October 3-17.  'days ;
o |

i

gJanuary 5-May 6. Mid-term recess

P& Yermon ‘May 7 - January 3, 2012.3% one i

% January 12-February 27. Special 3 0 calendar
@ Vi : : 5
& irginia session June 9-July 29. 1 days ;
; January 10-April 24. Mid-term ‘
ey ;recess April 23 - January 8, 2012. 1105 calendar

. Washington ' Special sessions April 26-May 25, ‘days

: 'November 28-December 12.1*!] ”
i -January 12 through March 18. :

@ o West ;Speclal rechstnctmg session A.rugust 60 calendar

pe s - 1-5. Second redistricting session

Virginia ’ ‘days

Wisconsin*

August 18-21. Special session

December 11-16.142

January 11-2012, ¥¥! The January ~ None
special session is ongoing. An
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. Session
State ' Dates of session , length limit
: 1

'17‘é>‘£f~»r'éﬂdfdinary session was calnlmedlwbgzm('~ o
‘Legislature from June 13-30. The
legislature met in Extraordinary
-session on July 19-29, and againon
‘September 13, 2011. 3 Fall session
‘began September 13,2011, 4 :
“Special session September 28-

‘November 4

40 legislative
-days

. @& Wyoming January 11 through March 3

See also

m Dates of 2012 state legislative sessions

External links

m StateScape, 2011 Session Schedules
(http://www .statescape.com/resources/Sessions/SessionsNew.asp)

m National Conference of State Legislatures-Legislative Session Dates, 2011
(http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=21346)
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Dates of 2012 state legislative sessions

From Ballotpedia

m 2012 state legislative calendar

State Legislatures

Legend:

#% = This state's regular session has been adjourned for 2012.

#: = This state's legislature is in regular session.

¢ = This state's legislature is in recess.

¢ = Special session.

(*) - This state has full-time legislators (which does not mean that
the legislature never adjourns).

2012‘ Elections

Primary elections
State legislative elections
State legislative special elections

2012 Ballot Measures
2012 State Executive Elections
Find your state
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Session length limit
m 1

State Dates of session
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: ; D I Session length limit
State i Dates of session ]

State

Dates of session i

|
i Stssmn lc n(rth llmlt x
0
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. Session length limit

State Dates of session 1 :
» February 7- May 16. 30 legislative days in 105
# Alabama Spec1a1 session May 17-
, 2 4 ’ -calendar days |
' January 17- Aprll 15, * |
188 Alaska Special session April 18 - 90 calendar days ‘
| April 30. ’ |
i Saturday of the last week
# Arizona \January 10 - May 3 1in which the 100th
‘ ‘calendar day falls
et et et et s+ o+ st < s et 4+ v et a1 i e e 8 et a8
L \February 13 —March 9 | ;
ﬁm Arkansas (Flscal sess1on) 30 calendar days
ﬁ@ Cahfornla* I January 4 — August 31 I August 31
@ Colorado January 11~May 9. 120 calendar days

Special session May 14-16

# Connecticut

February 8 — May 9.
Special session June 12-13

@ Delaware January 10 — June 30 June 30 ‘
January 10 - March 9 2 |
& Florida* Special session March 12- | 60 calendar days
28.
# Georgia January 9 — mid April 40 legislative days
# Hawaii January 18§ — May 3 60 legislative days
& Idaho January 9 — mid April None
# Illinois* ‘l:?suiil;ly iug-u:’?g Spectal | \one
& Indiana January 4 - March 10 March 14
& lowa January 9 — May 9 - 100 calendar days
@“Kansas | January 9 — May 20 90 calendar days

| @& Kentucky
3

e Louisiana

1

o

{ﬁ Mame -

‘% Maryland

http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Dates of 2012 state legislative sessions

‘20

"""’”‘"‘1

January 3 — April 9.
{Special session April 16-

60 legislative days or
iApril 15

IMarch 12 — June 4

60 legislative days in 85
calendar days

January 4 May 31

J anuary 11 — Apr11 9
,Spemal sessions May 14-
16 August 9 15

? Aprll 18

)
|

+90 calendar days
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j State Dates of session

i Session length limit

1]

'ﬁ e January i Januaryl

Massachusetts * 20 1 3

~ﬁ§; M1ch1gan* January 11 -

i ] ;'J 24 — May 10.

- January Y

i‘  Minnesota %Special session August 24
; !

, e i o g

- ’ 120 legrslatlve days n 2 )
years, or the 1st Monday |

None

May each year

Formal sessions, Jﬁi"y‘@ l,
>1nf0rma1 1o hm1t ;

Page 6 of 7

ﬁéﬁ M1ss1ss1pp1 1January 3 May 3

l

January 4 May 30

|
i
after the 3rd Saturday in ‘
!
I
|
t

125 calendar days

}ﬁ Missouri 'Spe01al sess1on October 12 May 30
1 ﬁﬁi Montana N 0 regular session in 20] 2 3
lﬁg Nebraska JJanuary 4 — Apr1l 18 60 legislative days
ﬁﬁa Nevada " No regulal session in 2012
% New 45 legislative days or
Hampshire January 4 — June 27 Tuly 1

January 10 — TBD. Special

*

# New Jersey isessions July 2 and July 30 None
# New Mexico |January 17 — February 16 |30 calendar days
€ New York B
State* | January 4 — June 22 None
& North May 16 — July 4. Special
Carolina sessions January 4 and None

February 16-18.
& North ; ) .
' Dakota §No regular session in 2012
# Ohio* January 3 — None
Oklahoma February 6 — May 25 May 25
'ﬁg Oregon February 1 — March 6 35 calendar days
| &
!Pennsylvania* ‘January 3 - November 30 2None
2@ Rhode Island |January 3 — June 13 'None
| @& South January 11 - June 7. Tune 7
i Carolina | Special session June 19-29 | une
‘& South |

;-January 10 — March 19

! Dakota

40 legislative days

January 10— rnrd -May

&3; Tennessee

No regulai sesszon in 20]2

ﬁ Texas |

httn://hallotnedia oro/wiki/findex nhn/Dates af 2017 ctate legiclative ceeeinnc

.90 leglslatrve days
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3 : . Session length limit
State i Dates of session i o |

ﬁthtah Uanuary 23 — March 8. ;545 calendar days R

‘Special session June 20 :

® Vermont January 3 — May [ None
?January 11 — March 10.

# Virginia ;Special session March 10 - i 60 calendar days ;
| ‘May 2. |

|
i
!
!
i
i
!
|

! %January 9 — March 8. %

. : | Special sessions March 12

# Washington 'to April 10, second special
%session April 10-11.

i 160 calendar days |
|

& West

- |
Virginia .!January 11 — March 10 60 calendar days

January 10 — March 16.
@& Wisconsin* :Returned for limited None
business on April 24

'3 Wyoming February 13 — March 9 20 legislative days

See also

m Dates of 2011 state legislative sessions
m Dates of 2013 state legislative sessions

External links
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1. 1 Legislative Session Lengths, NCSL (http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=17272)

2. 1 In 2012, the Legislature began its session in January so more time could be devoted to map drawing and
debate. Lawmakers usually don’t meet until March.
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