






E x e c u t i v e 
# 1 Objective: 

Citizens wa nt every square 
foot of t h is p u b l ic p roperty 
to rem a i n  p u b l ic p roperty. 

# 2 Objective: 

U n dertake a very ca refu l 
p l a n n i ng p rocess with 
w i d espread a n d  mea n i ngfu l 
p u b l i c  i nvolvement. 

A precious 
and fragile resource. 

s u m m a r y 



cenesis 
The state Leg islat u re has debated the future 
of the state Priso n .  The 985-acre, 1 50-
p riso n e r  M issou ri R iver co rrectional  center 
(State Farm) is one co nsiderati o n .  

Quality of Life Benefits 
Passive, low-no impact enjoyment - such 
as natu re tra i ls ,  wi l d l ife and b i rd watc h i n g ,  
p h otog ra p hy, cross cou n try ski i n g ,  etc. 

Shore fishing - two m i les of M issou ri River 
shorel i ne .  The river is  one of our g reatest 
p u b l i c  f isheri es vet many yo u n g  fa m i l ies a re 
d e n i e d  access because they ca n not afford a 
boat a n d  tra i ler  o r  p rivate d ock. 

Open space -pa rk's role in eco n o m i c  
d evel o p m ent. 

Public cost Avoidance 

Floodplain - Flood of 2009, F lood of 201 1 

A void degradation of historic and tourism 
assets - such as Ft. L i nco l n ,  on-a-Slant I n d ia n  
Vi l lage,  Ft. McKee n ,  custer H o m e  a n d  the 
vetera n 's cemetery. 

NO - Hurry to 
Develop 

YES - so or 1 00-
vear Vision 



Posse for th e Preservatio n  of 

Mylo  Ca n d ee 
Acti ng  De p uty 

, ,  
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TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL R. McENROE 

NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER, THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

HOUSE BILL 1312  
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 24, 2013  

Chairman Delzer and members of Committee: 

My name is M i ke McEn roe and I am representing the North Dakota 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society, a professional organ ization 
representing over 350 wildlife biologists, land managers, law 
enforcement officers, u n iversity p rofessors and researchers in the 

natu ral resou rce field.  I am here today to support House Bill 1 3 1 2. 

The legislature bas considered bills dealing with the Missouri River 
Correctional Center (MRCC) for the past several sessions. The MRCC 
property is and always b as been public land, largely u ndeveloped along 

the Missou ri River. Incorporation into the State Park system would 
provide m uch needed outdoor recreation space near Bismarck. 

The Chapter has never asked nor suggested the Department of 
Corrections or the MRCC to move so the North Dakota Parks and 

Recreation Department or the Game and Fish Department could take 
over. Our position bas been that when MRCC functions are no longer 
appropriate or best served at the current location, that the land remain 
in  public ownership, l ikely as a State Park or Wildlife Management 

A rea. 

To a degree HB 1 322 does this; it proposes to leave the MRCC buildings 
and function on site on 35 acres as long as needed. Though often 

referred to as the "prison fa rm" and although some of the land is hayed 

Ded i ca ted to t he w i se use  of a l l  na tu ra l resou rces 



or  farmed u nder i rrigation, the land is cash rented for agricultu re. The 
residents do not fa rm as pa rt of the training progra m. 

The remainder of the land, some 900 acres would be tu rned over to 
Parks and Recreation for management and low intensity outdoor 
recreation such as primitive or small unit camping, shore fishing, bird 

watching, h i king and photography. HB 1 3 1 2  suggests development of a 
boat ramp,  but this is a difficult stretch of the Missouri River on which 
to d evelop a new public ramp. 

The Chapter would support an extension on the time frame to protect 

the Department of Corrections' use and interest in the MRCC com plex. 
The exact acreages needed to continue to serve the MRCC pu rposes and 

the acreage to be developed as a State Park could be negotiated between 
the State agencies as the process proceeds. 

Thank you and I will answer any questions the Committee may have. 
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HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMM ITTEE 
Representative Jeff Delzer, Chairman 

Jan uary 24, 201 3 

North Da kota Department of Corrections and Rehabi l itation 
Leann K. Bertsch, Director 

Presenti ng Testimony concern ing House B i l l 1 3 1 2  

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I am Leann Bertsch , Director of 

the Department of Corrections and Rehabi l itation. (DOCR). The DOCR 

recogn izes that it is the leg islature's decision as to how state land is used and we 

just ask that you consider some of the serious concerns the DOCR has with 

some of the provisions of House Bi l l  1 3 1 2 . 

We agree that the d iscussion of relocating MRCC is timely, however, the time to 

act in  relocating MRCC is not this bienn ium.  This is especially true in l ight of the 

significant increase in criminal  activity with in  the state. Rather than replacing 

min imum security beds that serve the DOCR's needs, the d iscussion may need 

to be about add ing h igher security beds. The growth and prosperity in our state 

comes with a cost that is reflected in what is happening with in the DOCR. As our 

state has grown , so too has the probation ,  parole and inmate popu lation the 

DOCR manages. Spearheading the increase is the number of felony fi l ings 

throughout the state. I n  January 201 1 there were 352 felony fi l ings and as 

recently as August 2012 ,  there were 572 wh ich is a 220 case net increase. 

Over the last six years the ad ult inmate popu lation had been relatively stable. 

However, that trend has changed . We have experienced a sign ificant increase in 

the number inmates in the last 3 months, breaking record n umbers each day. As 

of today, we have 1 554 inmates. Based on the felony fi l ings, we expect the 

number of inmates to continue to increase . Because th is upward trend in crime 

is impacting local corrections as wel l  as state corrections, many of the county 

jai ls are also at or over capacity. We have recently had to add additional bunks 

at James R iver Correctional Center (JRCC) and North Dakota State Pen itentiary 
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(N DSP) to accommodate the influx of inmates. Although this is not ideal and 

increases the stress with in the prisons, we wil l  continue to do th is unti l  the new 

housing un its within NDSP are ready to be occupied. The current demand for 

bed space is for medium and maximum security beds. The type of inmate is 

increasingly more violent and dangerous, requiring a more secure placement. 

We a lso have a growing chal lenge manag ing the increasing treatment and 

mental health needs of our inmate popu lation. Approximately 52% of the inmate 

popu lation is d iagnosed with a mental i l lness and 30% are prescribed psychiatric 

medications. The severely mental ly i l l ,  to include psychotic and bipolar 

d isorders , represent 8% of the prison population .  As the number of offenders 

with mental i l lness in  prison increases, so do the associated behavior 

management chal lenges. The Special Assistance Unit (SAU) currently houses 

24 mental ly il l or vu lnerable offenders in  need of individual ized housing plans. 

We have a need for more of these types of beds to manage the increasing 

number of mental ly i l l inmates.  

I n  add ition to a l l  the current dynamics placing stress on the resources of the 

DOCR, the proposed D U I Iegislation has the potential to sign ificantly impact 

correctional resources and require additional beds to be constructed .  

I f  your i ntent i s  to relocate MRCC, please consider other locations other than the 

ground of N DSP.  The DOCR has other land in the B ismarck-Mandan area that 

would be viable sites for a min imum security prison. We have very serious 

security concerns about moving MRCC to the grounds of N DSP.  The area 

around the secure perimeter of NDSP is currently congested and there is not 

much open space .  We must observe our perimeter for security threats that may 

arrive in  a vehicle or on foot and the congestion is not conducive to good 

vis ib i l ity. Potential threats involve both escape and introduction of contraband. 

Security staff assigned to the towers must be able to discern if  i ncoming veh icle 

and pedestrian traffic poses a threat to security. If MRCC is moved to the N DSP 

complex the amount of vehicle and pedestrian traffic wi l l  increase and make it 

much more d ifficult for security staff to assess the threat level of vehicle and 
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pedestrian traffic. We already have some experience with this because of the 

trailer near our perimeter that houses sex offenders.  There have been incidents 

of suspicious veh icles coming close to our secure perimeter to either d rop off 

someone l iving in the trailer or attempting to visit someone in the trai ler. We are 

required to send a staff member to the area to investigate . We do not have staff 

assigned to roving perimeter security and we are required to pul l  an officer out of 

an existing security post to investigate. 

Because of their lower custody level MRCC inmates have easier access to 

contraband than maximum custody inmates. Currently MRCC is somewhat 

isolated because of the location ,  but If MRCC is moved to the NDSP complex 

they wil l  be near Expressway and Main Street. This wil l  increase the min imum 

custody inmates' abil ity to access contraband.  Contraband such as tobacco, 

d rugs, weapons and cel l  phones are problematic for any facil ity, but they pose a 

g reater danger in a maximum facil ity than in a minimum faci l ity. Because of the 

close proximity between the facil ities and the easier access to contraband for 

MRCC inmates, the amount of contraband wil l increase. It is a real possibi l ity 

that a weapon or cel l  phone my get into the secure perimeter of NDSP by being 

thrown over the fence. These items are dangerous for inmates, staff and the 

public and may be used in escape attempts. 

Perceived efficiencies from sharing services may not be real ized because every 

inmate brought into N DSP must be thoroughly searched coming in and going out. 

Although M RCC inmates are currently brought up for some dental and medical 

services, increasing the amount of minimum custody inmate movement on the 

grounds of N DSP wi ll i ncrease the security workload . 

We also have concerns about the impact on the safety and security of MRCC if 

moved to the grounds of N DSP. Our abil ity to use MRCC as an effective means 

to transition some of our more dangerous offenders wou ld be g reatly impacted . 

MRCC is currently the on ly facil ity where 85% Truth in Sentencing inmates and 

sex offenders are offered transitional opportunities. If a publ ic recreational s ite 
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was near the facil ity the DOCR wou ld have to reconsider the contin uance of this 

program. The purpose of a transitional facil ity or min imum custody facil ity is to 

provide more freedom of movement. We want inmates to be g iven opportunities 

in the least restrictive environment possible. I nmates wou ld no longer have the 

freedom of movement that is normal ly given to min imum security. If MRCC was 

relocated , this would require a fence to have defined separation of m in imum and 

max offenders.  This wou ld have an effect on inmate behavior and operations. 

The current location of MRCC al lows the faci l ity to operate with less staff where 

as the proposed location (NDSP) would require more staff for enhanced 

perimeter security. The proposed location is between main roads in Bismarck, 

the probabi l ity of contraband would increase, requiri ng additional staff to conduct 

searches, supervise movement and enhance perimeter security. The proposal 

impl ies that the penitentiary tower officers could assist, but the freedom of 

movement at a min imum security faci l ity could d istract officers at the maximum 

security faci l ity. Putting the min imum security facil ity in  the middle of town would 

obstruct security operations creating add itional traffic and h indrances to the 

operation and l ine of sight. 

If  the proposed plan is approved and a public park is placed on M RCC grounds, 

public safety wi l l  be compromised . Trying to control the flow of contraband i n  a 

secluded area is d ifficult enough,  but al lowing a park to be next to a prison would 

make it  impossible. It would be extremely d ifficult to maintain a secure 

environment without constructing a fence. MRCC has been seemingly left out of 

the synthetic marijuana epidemic that has impacted other correctional and 

treatment faci l ities. This is believed to be attributed to the location of M RCC. As 

of today, MRCC has had no positive tests for any synthetic marijuana substance. 

The proposed recreation area on the existing site would increase traffic 

exponentially. We currently have very l imited traffic through the MRCC grounds. 

A publ ic recreation site would obviously make it very d ifficu lt to control both 
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vehicle and foot traffic. The remote location reduces the l ikel ihood of escapes 

g iven the fact that we have inherent seclusion from active roadways. 

The remote location also is believed to lead to less incidents of institution 

violence. Inmates have the freedom of movement and the larger area al lows 

inmates to evaluate situations and react as a pro-social individual .  

Approximately 45 inmate jobs would be el im inated by the relocation of MRCC. 

These i nclude RRI welding,  sandbagging crews, which both benefit Rough Rider 

Industries. The sandbagging crews provide a service for numerous construction 

companies in the reg ion. With the location of MRCC, there is l ittle overhead cost 

to this program since sand is abundant. MRCC plants a large garden each year 

which is maintained by the inmates. This past year, approximately $7,500 of 

p roduce was harvested and consumed by the inmate population.  I n  the near 

future, M RCC intends to look towards better util ization of inmate labor and an 

increase in  self sustainment through agricu lture programs. Without the land, 

many of these goals wou ld be el iminated . 

Rough Rider I ndustries has a financial vested interest in  the operations of the 

M issouri River Correctional Center. Income derived from the management of 

i rrigated farmland , sandbagging operations,  welding operations, and joint 

partnership with the Hettinger Research Station has provided a valuable revenue 

source which helps sustain Rough Rider Industries i n  a self-funded manner. 

Rough Rider I ndustries manages approximately 850 of the 900 acres of M RCC 

land . Included in  this managed acreage is 3 1 3 acres of i rrigated river bottom 

farm land . Rough Rider has instal led three separate i rrigation p ivots and has 

invested over $200,000 of their own funding in these add itions. A grant from the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (N RCS) was also obtained and used for 

this project for $71 , 000. The add ition of the i rrigation system has increased the 

land rental value to $4 1 5  per acre and wil l  generate $ 1 29,895 of annual 
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d isposable income to Rough Rider Industries for the next three years for a 

contract total of $389,685. 

MRCC land is also home to a sandbagg ing operation managed by Rough Rider 

Industries. Sand that was deposited from the flood of 201 1 is used to fi l l  these 

sandbags and has provided another work opportunity for M RCC inmates. This is 

a revenue source that wou ld not be able to be dupl icated if M RCC were to be 

relocated . The raw material of river bottom sand is a free natural resource and 

abundant in  nature at this location . This operation continues to grow yearly and 

generated $29,856 of revenue for RRI . 

Rough Rider I ndustries invested $385,249 in  a bui lding structure to house a 

weld ing operation which manufactures cattle and windbreak panels. An 

additional $62,570 was spent on lot improvements and repairs to accommodate 

these operations.  This operation employs 20 inmate workers and 2 staff 

members, and yielded a revenue stream for fiscal 201 2 of $77 ,932. The revenue 

generated from this source was based on only 8 months of production due to the 

201 1 flood . 

Rough Rider I ndustries also works in  collaboration with the N DSU Hettinger 

Research Center in  provid ing the Center with approximately 400 acres of pasture 

land for the grazing of sheep. These sheep provide a valuable benefit in  helping 

control the g rass and noxious weed problem on the MRCC grounds, namely 

leafy spurge. RRI receives $2,000 annual ly for al lowing the grazing of th is 

acreage and provides jobs for inmate workers in the watering and care of the 

sheep , and maintenance of the surrounding fences. 

RRI has invested approximately $650 ,000 in its MRCC operations and received 

$1 54,769 in reven ue from their overal l  fiscal 20 1 2  operations. Revenue 

projections for fiscal 201 3 are estimated to be around $450,000 based on the 

operations l isted above. Revenue generated from these operations goes towards 
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helping fund supplemental inmate educational and vocational programs such as 

a welding and auto mechan ics program both located on the MRCC grounds. 

In summary, if  you are going to relocate MRCC, please consider alternative s ites 

that wi l l  lessen or avoid some of the serious safety and security concerns that we 

have with relocating the MRCC onto the N DSP grounds. We wou ld request that 

you not transfer the control of any of the land until MRCC would be relocated to 

another site. Thank you for your consideration . 
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1 3. 0347. 0200 1  
Title. 

Prepared by the Leg islative Council  staff for 
Representative Wieland 

January 3 1 , 201 3 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO.  1 3 1 2  

Page 1 ,  l ine 2 ,  after the semicolon insert "to provide a transfer;" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 6, replace "$1 2, 000,000" with "$200,000" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 7 ,  after the second "of' insert "developing a plan for" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 8, replace "state penitentiary" with "youth correctional center" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  9, after the period insert "The plan must include a determi nation of faci l ities, 
services, and activities that m ay be used by the M issouri River correctional center and 
the youth correctional center. 

SECTION 2. APPRO PRIATION - TRANSFER - STATE PENITENTIARY LAN D 
F U N D. There is appropriated out of any moneys in the general fund i n  the state 
treasury, the sum of $ 1 2 , 000,000, which the office of management and budget shal l  
transfer on J u ly 1 ,  201 3, to the state penitentiary land fund establ ished in  section 
54-23.3-04. The funds transferred and interest earned on the moneys transferred must 
be used for costs of relocating the Missouri River correctional center. " 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 5 , replace "state penitentiary" with "youth correctional center" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 8, after "shal l" insert "have access to the Missouri River correctional center site 
prior to the transfer of all remaining land and shal l"  

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 



1 3.0347.02002 
Title.03000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Re presentative Wieland 

February 1 4, 201 3 

PROPOSED AM E N DM ENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1 31 2  

Page 1 ,  line 2 ,  after the semicolon insert "to provide a transfer; to provide for a report to the 
legislative management;" 

Page 1 ,  line 5, after "REHABILITATION" insert "- REPORT TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

MANAGEMENT" 

Page 1 ,  line 6, replace "$1 2 ,000,000" with "$200,000" 

Page 1 ,  line 7, after the second "of" insert "developing a plan for" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 8, replace "state penitentiary" with "youth correctional center" 

Page 1 ,  line 9, after the period insert "The plan must include a determination of facilities, 
services,and activities that maybe shared by the Missouri River correctional center and 
the youth correctional center. The department must present the plan to the leg islative 
management by July 1 , 201 4. 

SECTION 2. APPROPRIATION - TRANSFER - STATE PENITENTIARY LAND 

FUND - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. There is appropriated out of any moneys in the 
general fund in the state treasury, the sum of $ 1 2 ,000,000, which the office of 
management and budget shall transfer on July 1 ,  201 3, to the state penitentiary land 
fund established in section 54-23.3-04. The funds transferred and interest earned on 
the moneys transferred must be used for costs of relocating the Missouri River 
correctional center. It is the intent of the leg islative assembly that If the sixty-fourth 
legislative assembly does not approve the relocation of the Missouri River correctional 
center, the funds transferred be returned to the general fund. 

SECTION 3. DEPARTM ENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION 

BUDGET REQUEST - 201 5-1 7 BIENNIUM. The department of corrections and 
rehabilitation must include in its budget request for the 201 5- 1 7  biennium funding 
provided in section 2 of this Act for the relocation of the Missouri River correctional 
center." 

Page 1 ,  line 1 0, after "4." insert "LEGISLATIVE INTENT -" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 2 ,  remove " ,  except for the land actually being used for the physical plant of the" 

Page 1 ,  remove line 1 3  

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 4, replace "correctional center be transferred to the parks and recreation 
department. Once" with "once" 

Page 1 ,  line 1 5, replace "state penitentiary" with "youth correctional center" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 6, remove ". Property transferred under this section must" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 7, remove the first "be used" 

Page 1 ,  line 1 7, remove "may" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 7, remove the second "be used" 

Page No.  1 



Page 1 ,  l ine 1 8, after "shall" insert "have access to the M is so uri River correctional center site 
prior to the transfer of all  remaining land and shall" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 



Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee; for the record, my name is Alon Wieland, 

Representative from West Fargo, District 1 3 .  I am here to introduce HB 1 3 1 2  and to testify in 

favor of the bill. 

For the last 3 sessions, there has been talk of moving the Missouri River Correctional Center 
from the edge of the Missouri River on the south side of Bismarck to the State Penitentiary site. 
The move was included to be considered in the next biennium with the bill to remodel the State 

Penitentiary which is now near completion, but there was some disagreement as to what would 
be done with the land, and therefore it was not considered. However, this bill would move the 
MRCC to the YCC site in Mandan. There is about 1 200 acres adj acent to the YCC owned by the 

DOCR that is available. 

Why does MRCC exist? MRCC is a carryover from the days when the State Corrections 
Department had a farm. Labor was furnished by those incarcerated, who for the most part were 

minimum security prisoners. Things have changed. MRCC is no longer a farm. While there is 
some leased land, the state no longer does any farming. There is no fence, but there has not been 
a noticeable incident in recent years. Without the fence, the location and setting adjacent to a 

residential neighborhood make it possible for an incident to occur. There are approximately 1 47 
inmates in MRCC. 

One reason to move it is that it flooded last year. Some say it can be protected from flooding 

again with a dike, but every time it does flood, the prisoners have to be moved, and the buildings 

could be destroyed. The inmates did a good job of helping to protect it the last time, but a more 
rapid rise may make it more difficult to protect. The moving also creates an opportunity to have 

an incident as well. 

One more reason to move is that repairs will be needed soon. There are about 1 7  buildings on 
the site, and except for the cells, they are fairly old. There is a building used for training for 

automotive repair, which can be moved to the new site. 

Then, there are duplicate costs. There are two sets of roads to repair and remove snow and many 
other duplicates that make having a second site in one city inefficient. I think the timing is right. 

We should not wait until we have another flood, or after we spend a lot of money on repairs in 
the current location. It makes no sense to have 2 prison sites in one community and by moving 
MRCC adjacent to YCC it is more compatible with minimum security prisoners. They should be 
able to share in dining, laundry, etc. We are now committed to the current pen site with the 
$64,000,0000 remodel, soon to be completed, but because of the fence it would not be 
compatible to move MRCC to the prison site. 

Now, as to the land, the bill proposes to gift the land to State Game and Fish and State Parks and 
Rec. It is now public land and would continue to be public land, and always would be under this 
bill. Others will talk about the benefits of that proposal but it j ust makes sense. There are some 
easements on a lot of the 900 plus acreage, and housing development may not be feasible. Yes 
there is 400 acres of irrigated land being leased for farming, but even that could be flooded as 
well, and should not be a reason to reject this proposal. The Parks and Rec would be able to 
work on a plan but not be able to use the site until after the MRCC has moved. $200,000 is 
recommended for the DOCR to plan for the move over the next 2 years and $ 1 2,000,000 would 
be set aside in the Penitentiary Land Fund for the actual move and construction. It would require 
the 64th Legislature to approve the relocation. I ask for your support and would be glad to 
answer any questions that I can. 
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S e n a t e  Govt and Ve t e rans Comm i t t e e  
Hou s e  B i l l  1 3 1 2  

My l o  Candee 
2 1 0 7  N 7 th S t  
2 2 3 - 1 8 5 5  
B i s ma r c k , N D  5 8 5 0 1  
P o s s e , Nature P a r k  on the Mi s s ou r i  

Chai rman Deave r 
Commi t t e e  Memb e r s  

O u r  c i t i z e n s  group h a s  b e e n  s uppo r t i n g  a p l an t o  
t o  t r an s f e r  app r o x imat e l y  9 0 0  a c r e s o f  r i ve r  
b o t t om f rom the Mi s s ou r i  Rive r C o r r e c t i on Cent e r  
t o  S t a t e  P a r k s  and Re c r e a t i o n f o r  u s e  a s  a 
N a t u r e  Pa r k . 

We commend the spon s o r s  o f  Hou s e  
the Hou s e  App r op r i a t i on s  Comm i t t e e  
a c ompromi s e  p l an that t a ke s  the 
make a Nature Park a r e a l i t y . 

B i l l  1 3 1 2 and 
for a r r i v i n g  a t  

f i r s t  s t ep s  

The o n l y  c o n c e r n  w e  have i s  in S e c t i on 4 l i ne 1 1  
whe r e  t he S t a t e  Game and Fi s h  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  
e s t ab l i s h a boat l anding . We a r e  fu l l y  
s upp o r t ive o f  a canoe l anding but the r e s i de n t s 
o f  t h i s qu i e t  ne i ghborhood and our g roup do 
n o t  wan t to s e e  a g a s  s t a t i on , bar , roads , r amp s 
and p a r k i n g  l o t s  n e ce s s a r y  t o  l aunch and l o ad 
powe rboat s and pontoon s . 

That con c e rn b e i n g  not e d ,  we urge a Do Pa s s  
Re c ommenda t i on on HB 1 3 1 2 . 

I ' d be happy t o  re spond t o  any que s t i o n s  
c ommi t t e e  membe r s  m a y  have . 





1 .  Mandan 

2. North Dakota capitol 

3. Airport 

4. Ft. Lincoln state 

Park 

s. ceneral Sibley 

campground 

6. MRCC 
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§ 2. Upon the taking effect of this Act, the Board oi thi  · 
which now has, or may hereafter have. the control and super­

n of the penal in ·titution of this ' tate . .  hall take over the 
1ildin and equipment of  the Camp for Transients which wa · es­
bl i  ·hed by the Federal Emergency Relief . dmini. tratiou near the 

���•: of B ismarck , and whic h  has been transferred by said Adminis­
to the State of North Dakota as contemplated by Senate 

t�,3f;r\-�---;--;�---tt--•-ncurrent Resolution - r , passed by the 25th Legi lat ive As_embly. 

§ 3· aid buil ing hall be util ized for shel ter and the admin-
ive purpose· of aid State Work Farm, md the said board i 
y authorized to lease the premi e upon which aid buildings 

e ituated, and l ands in that v icinity to be used in conn ction with 
work of  ·aid farm. 

§ 4- The ai board shal l have full char e and control of ·aid 
farm and the buildings and equipment incident thereto : it v;�1t..;..--+---�----tr---:--:11"7' appoin t and employ a superintendent and other neces ·ary help, 

-..�� prescribe their duties and fix their compensation. The said boarrl C��RA assign to said farm, in any capacity, persons employed in con-

• • .ri. --}i'A7 L £ y w ith the operation of any other institution under the control 
o..r,J.I' supervision of  said board. Such person or persons may be so 

,._ -�---IJ'f+.--,--4�2>;·'· / 7  either for ful l time o r  part time work, and, in the j udgment 

515" aid board, the compensation of aid  persons may be continued to 
ftJAL !rl fl!V£-i);'H---- paid and charged as it was before they were so assigned to work 

1 said work farm. M 
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summer 201 1 



A crown Jewel of 
North Dakota 

H isto ry 

Cu ltu re 

To u rism 

Natu ra l  H e rita g e  



1 /3 of A l l  

N o rth Da kota ns 

Reg u la r ly Visit 

o r  

' Live With i n  o n e  

H o u r  



E x e c u t i v e  
# 1  Objective: 

Citizens wa nt every sq uare 
foot of th is p u b l ic  property 
to re m a i n  p u b l i c  p ro p erty. 

# 2 Objective: 

U n derta ke a very ca refu l 
p l a n n i n g process with 
w i d espread and mea n i n gfu l 
p u b l i c  i nvolvem ent. 

A precious 
and fragile resource. 

s u m m a r y 



) 

cenesis 
The state Leg is lature has de bated the futu re 
of the state Priso n .  The 98 5-a cre, 1 50-

p riso n e r  M isso uri  River co rrectional  center 
(State Fa rm) is one co nsi deratio n .  

Quality of Life Benefits 
Passive, low-no impact enjoyment - such 
as nature tra i ls ,  wi l d l ife and b i rd watc h i n g ,  

p h otog ra p hy, cross co u n try ski i n g ,  etc. 

Shore fishing - two m i les of M isso uri  R iver 
s h o re l i ne.  The river is one of o u r  g reatest 
p u b l i c  f ishe ries vet many yo u n g  fa m i l ies a re 
d e n ied access because they ca n not afford a 
b oat a n d  tra i ler or  p rivate dock. 

Open space -pa rk's ro le  i n  eco n o m i c  
d eve l o p ment. 

Public cost Avoidance 

Floodplain - Flood of 2009, F lood of 201 1 

A void degradation of historic and tourism 
assets - such as Ft. L inco l n ,  o n -a-S lant I n d ian 
Vi l lage, Ft. McKee n ,  custer Home a n d  the 
vetera n 's  cemetery. 

NO - Hurry to 
Develop 

YES - so or 1 00-
vear Vision 



Posse fo r th e P reservati o n  of 

Mylo Ca n d ee 
Acti n g  De p uty 







4 Ap r i l  2 0 1 3  

S e n a t e  App r op r i a t i on s  Commi t t e e  
H o u s e  B i l l  1 3 1 2 

M y l o  C andee 
2 1 0 7 N 7 th S t  
2 2 3 - 1 8 5 5  
B i sma r c k ,  N D  5 8 5 0 1  
N a t u r e  P a r k  on the Mi s s ou r i  

Chai rman H o lmb e r g  
C ommi t t e e  Memb e r s  

;fl 'J /o f�J£ � 

df 13 /.J r,;., 
4 - <.f - ! 3  

Our c i t i z e n s  gr oup fu l l y  supp o r t s Hou s e  B i l l  1 3 1 2 
whi ch r e l o c a t e s  the min imum s e cu r i t y  p r i s on and 
t r an s f e r s  app roxima t e l y  9 0 0  a c r e s o f  r i ve r  b o t t om 
f r om t h e  Mi s s ou r i  River C o r r e c t i on C e n t e r  t o  S t a t e  
P a r k s  and Re c r e a t i on f o r  u s e  a s  a N a t u r e  P a r k . 

The c u r r e n t  p r i s on l o ca t i on i s  b o r de r e d  b y  
r e s i de n t i a l  deve l opmen t  on n o r t h  s i de a n d  n e a r l y  
two mi l e s  o f  the M i s s ou r i  Rive r  on the s ou t h e r n  
b o r de r . 

The p r op e r t y  invo l ve d  has been i n  pub l i c  own e r s h i p  
s i n c e  P r e s i dent Je f f e r s on purcha s e d  i t  f r om Fran c e  
and s e n t  Lewi s a n d  C l a r k  t o  exp l o r e t h e  M i s s ou r i  
Rive r . 

The MRCC l S  l o c a t e d  on a f l o od p l a i n  and h a s  b e e n  
f o r c e d  t o  eva cuat e i t s  p r i s on e r s  twi ce du e t o  
f l o o d i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t  4 ye a r s . 



W i t h  awarene s s  o f  t h e  fl ooding i n  Minot , Grand 
Fo r k s  and Fargo , it i s  wi s e  pub l i c  p o l i cy t o  move 
p e op l e  from thi s z on e  and a l l ow on l y  l ow imp a c t , 
p a s s i ve p ub l i c  r e c r e a t i on s u ch a s  s hor e l in e  
f i s hi n g , wal king and b i king t r a i l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
a N a t u r e  P a r k  On t h e  Mi s s ou r i . 

We r e s p e c t fu l l y  u r g e  favorab l e  a c t i on Hou s e  B i l l  
1 3 1 2 . 

I ' d b e  happy t o  
c ommi t t e e  memb e r s  

r e spond t o  
m a y  have . 

any que s t i o n s  





1 .  Mandan 

2.  North Dakota Capitol 

3. Airport 

4. Ft. Lincoln state 

Park 

s. ceneral Sibley 

campground 

6. MRCC 



( j 



I 

I - -



A 1, 000-Year History 
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§ 2. Upon the taking effect of this Act , the Board of lhi;  
tate which now has, or may hereafter have. the control and super­
·ion of the penal in titutions of this tate . .  hall take over the 
lildings and equipment of the Camp for Transients which was es­
bli ·hed by the Federal Emergency Relici . dmini:tration near the 
ity of Bismarck, and which has been transferred by said Adminis­
ation to the State of North Dakota a.; contempl:�ted by Sen<lte 

•;;4-_;_ _ _,......+--it--•-ncu rrent Resolution - r ,  passed by the 25th Legislative As;embly. 

§ J. aid building shall be utilized for shel te r and the admin­
ralive pu rpose· of aid State Work Farm, md the said board is 
reby authorized to lease the premi e u pon which said building 
e i tuated, and lands in that vicinity to be used in connection with 
e work of ·a id farm. 

§ 4· The said board shall have full charge and control of said 
rk farm and the buildings and equipment incident thereto ; i t  

v)�!t..;..--+---t-l----1tt:--:-:-:•all appoint and employ a superintendent and other necessary help, 
d prescribe their duties and fix their compensation. Tlte said board 
y assign to said farm, in any capacity, persons employed in con­

ction with the operation of any other institution under the control 
d supervision of said board. Such person or persons may be so 

rt----..igned either for full time or part time work, and, in the j udgment 
said board, the compensation of aid persons may be continued to 
paid and charged as it was before they were so a5signed to work 

1 said work farm. March 1 94 1  
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A crown Jewel of 
North Dakota 

H i sto ry 

Cu ltu re 

Tou rism 

Natu ra l He ritage 



1 /3 of Al l  

North Da kota ns 

Reg u lar ly Visit 

or 

Live With in one 

Hour 



E x e c u t i v e  
# 1 Objective: 

Citizens want every sq uare 
foot of this publ ic  property 
to remai n  p u b l ic property. 

# 2 Objective: 

U ndertake a very careful 
plan n i ng process with 
widespread and meani ngful 
publ ic  i nvolvement. 

A precious 
and fragile resource. 

s u m m a r y 



) 

Genesis 
The state Leg islature has debated the future 
of the state Prison.  The 985-acre, 1 50-
priso ner M issouri River Co rrectional  Center 
(State Farml is one consid erati on.  

Quality of Life Benefits 
Passive, low-no impact enjoyment - such 
as nature tra i ls, wi l d l ife and b i rd watc h i ng ,  
p hotogra phy, cross country ski i ng ,  etc. 

Shore fishing - two m i les of M issouri  River 
s h o re l i n e .  The river is one of o u r  greatest 
p u b l i c  f isheries vet many you ng fami l ies are 
d e n ied access b ecause they can not afford a 
b oat a n d  tra i ler o r  private dock. 

Open space -park's rol e  i n  economic 
develop ment. 

Public cost Avoidance 

Floodplain - Flood of 2009, Flood of 201 1 

A void degradation of historic and tourism 
assets - such as Ft. L inco l n ,  o n-a-Slant I n d ia n  
Vi l lage, Ft. McKeen, custer Home a n d  t h e  
Veteran 's cemetery. 

NO - Hurry to 
Develop 

YES - so or 1 00-
vear Vision 

N il'I,IJII.I� 
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Posse fo r th e P rese rvati o n  of  

Myl o  Ca n d ee 
Acti ng  Dep uty 
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1 3. 0347. 03004 
Title. 
Fiscal  No. 1 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senate Appropriations Comm ittee 

Apri l S, 201 3 

PROPOSED AMENDM ENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE B I LL NO.  1 3 1 2  

I n  l ieu of the amendments adopted by the Senate as printed on page 95 1 to 952 of the Senate 
Journal ,  Engrossed House Bi l l  No.  1 3 1 2  is amended as fol lows: 

Page 1 ,  l ine 1 ,  after "A B I LL" replace the remainder of the bi l l  with "for an Act to provide an 
appropriation to the office of management and budget for a land use study of the 
Missouri River correctional center site. 

BE IT E N ACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASS E M B LY OF N ORTH DAKOTA: 

:II'-/ 

S ECTION 1 .  APPROPRIATION. There is appropriated o ut of any moneys i n  the 
general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $50,000, or 
so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the office of management and budget for 
the purpose of contracting for a land use study of the Missouri River correctional center 
site, for the bien n i u m  beginn ing Ju ly 1 ,  20 1 3, and ending J une 30, 20 1 5 . The study 
should include a review of relocating the Missouri R iver correctional  center to other 
department of corrections and rehabil itation properties, leaving the M issouri River 
correctiona l  center at its current location , the n u mber of acres of land surrounding the 
Missouri River correctional center site that should be used for a day park, and the 
number of acres that should remain for agricu ltural purposes. The study m ay not 
i nclude a n y  plans for development of the land. "  

Renumber accord i n g ly 

STATE MENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDME NT: 

House Bi l l  No. 1 312 -Summary of Senate Action 

Executive House 
Budget Version 

Office of Management and 
Budget 

Total all funds $0 $0 
Less estimated income 0 0 
General fund $0 $0 

DOCR 
Total all funds $0 $12,200,000 
Less estimated income 0 0 
General fund $0 $12,200,000 

Bill total 
Total all funds $0 $12,200,000 
Less estimated income 0 0 
General fund $0 $12,200,000 

Senate 
Changes 

$50,000 
0 

$50,000 

($12,200,000) 
0 

($12,200,000) 

($12,1 50,000) 
0 

($12 150 000) 

Senate 
Version 

$50,000 
0 

$50,000 

$0 
0 

$0 

$50,000 
0 

$50,000 

Hou se Bill  No. 1 312 -Office of Management and Budget -Senate Action 

Land use study 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 

Executive 
Budget 

$0 
0 

House 
Version 

$0 
0 

Senate 
Changes 

$50 000 

$50,000 
0 

Page No. 1 

Senate 
Version 

$50,000 

$50,000 
0 

1 3 . 0347 .03004 



General fund 

FTE 

$0 
0.00 

$0 
0.00 

$50,000 
0.00 

$50,000 
0.00 

Department No. 110- Office of Management and Budget - Detail of Senate Changes 

Land use study 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 

General fund 

FTE 

Adds Funding 
for Land Use 

Study' 
$50 000 

$50,000 
0 

$50,000 

0.00 

Total Senate 
Changes 

$50 000 

$50,000 
0 

$50,000 

0.00 

1 Funding is appropriated to the Office of Management and Budget for a land use study of the Missouri 
River Correctional Center site. 

House Bill No. 1312- DOCR -Senate Action 

Correctional center relocation 
plan 

Transfer to penitentiary land 
fund 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 

General fund 

FTE 

Executive 
Budget 

House 
Version 

$200,000 

12,000,000 

$0 $12,200,000 

--------�0 ------�0 
$0 $12,200,000 

0.00 0.00 

Senate 
Changes 

($200,000) 

(12,000,000) 

($12,200,000) 
0 

($12,200,000) 

0.00 

Department No. 5 30 -DOCR -Detail of Senate Changes 

Removes 
Funding for 

Missouri River 
Correctional Removes 

Center Transfer to 
Relocation Penitentiary Tota I Senate 

Plan' Land Fund' Changes 

Correctional center relocation ($200,000) ($200,000) 
plan 

Transfer to penitentiary land (12,000,000) (12,000,000) 
fund 

Total all funds ($200,000) ($12,000,000) ($12,200,000) 
Less estimated income 0 0 0 

General fund ($200,000) ($12,000,000) ($12,200,000) 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Senate 
Vension 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

1 Funding appropriated to the Department of Corrections and Rehabi l itation for a study on the relocation 
of the Missouri River Correctional Center is removed. 

2 Funding provided for a tran sfer from the general fund to the state pen itentiary land fund is removed. 
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