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Man convicted in copper wire theft

By JENNY MICHAEL
Bismarck Tribune

A West Fargo man has
been convicted of breaking
into a Burleigh County elec-
tric shop and stealing cop-
per wire as part of a copper
wire theft ring.

Soran Kaka, 39, was
found guilty by a jury at the
Burleigh County Court-
?ouse onTuesday of Cllass ©

elony b and Class B
felon)); th‘ggl?)rfypro erty. He
will be sentenced following
a presentence investigation,
Assistant Attorney General

Julie Lawyer said.

Co-defendant Joel Lum-
breras pleaded guilty to the
charges on Tuesday morn-
ing prior to Kaka's trial.
Lumbreras also will be sen-
tenced following a presen-
tence investigation, Lawyer
said.

Another co-defendant,
Jerry Dean, YLﬁleaded guilty
Jan. 22. South Central Dis-
trict Judge Donald Jor-

ensen sentenced him to
ve years in prison with four
years suspended and five
years of supervised proba-
tion.

Kaka, Dean and Lumbr-
eras were accused of steal-
ing more than $50,000
worth of copper wire from
RK Electric in Burleigh
County on Aug. 2. Law
enforcement officials from
numerous agencies worked
on the case, in which offi-
cers followed a vehicle
owned by Kaka as it drove
from Fargo to Dickinson
and back to Bismarck. The
officers then witnessed the

burglary.
u%.ka also faces a Class B
felony criminal conspiracy

charge in Cass County. He

has not entered a plea in
that case, in which he is
accused of stealing $72,000
worth of copper wire from
Bergstrom Electric in north
Fargo on July 9. A van
believed to have been
involved in that case was
identified as belonging to
Kaka. Police obtained a war-
rant to put a GPS tracking
device on the ‘van, which
aided them in following it to
Bismarck in August.

(Reach Jenny Michael
at 701-250-8225 or
jenny.michael@bismarcktri-
bune.com.)

SALES TAX TALK

Choreographers

will showcase
work at the Belle

Northern Plains Dance
will present “Choreogra-
phers’ Showcase: Unique.
Local. Unexpected” at
7:30 p.m. Friday and at

2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday
at the Belle Mehirc it
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Copper wire stolen tion isongoing, he said.

from Fargo firm
Forum News SERvICE

Three face charges

of counterfeiting
Forum News SErvicE

FARGO Thieves
“broke into a Fargo busi-
ness and stole $50,000
worth of copper wire
over the weekend, police
said.

The theft at Fargo Elec-
tric Construction is be-
lieved to have happened
between Friday and Mon-
day morning, when it was
reported about 7 a.m.,, Lt.
Joel ettel said.

After'forditig their Wiy '
into the building, the cul-
prits moved the com-
pany’s trucks out of the
way to get at the wire,
then loaded it using the

ing operation that p
thousands of dollars
fake bills.

Paye, 24, Marcus’ Yeah 22,
and Nyantey Gaylah, 24,
all of Fargo, were arrested
Friday on suspicion of fa-
cilitating forgery after
businesses reported re-

f:;;gf:’;lz - dskxd-steer ceiving suspicious-look-
“Judging by the behav- g t'nlls‘ in  higher
denominations.

ior, judging by what they
got away with, how they

Vettel said police investi-

Fargo ponceth Joel Vet-
.tel.said Thomas, Porkpah -

gators, with the help of the
Secret Service, identified
the three suspects who he
said had "washed” genuine
$5 bills at various locations
in the city, then altered
them to look like higher-de-
nomination ones.

“It’s a significant case,

‘notoneor two, but multiple

bills,” said Vettel, adding up
to at least $2,000 in losses to
various businesses around
theregion, over thelastsev-
eral months or so.

id the “washmg”
igue isn’t:unusual for
eiters, although'it

Vettel encouraged local
businesses and th em-
ployees to take a more
careful look at the $20, $50
and $100 bills they receive.

had to do it, they had a
significant amount of
time inside the business,”
he said, adding, “The
amount of time they
spent in there certainly
would indicate that they
had knowledge that the
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alarm system either was
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Judge: Murder case should proceed

LISBON (AP) — A'judge has ruled that the case against a
Fort Ransom woman aceused of battering her infant son to
death should proceed. Y

Twenty-nine-year-old Jodi Lindvall was originally
charged with murder and child abuse for the death of
22-month-old Bentley Lindvall, who died Sept. 22.

Prosecutors said an autopsy de
been physically abused and died of a
told authorities her son hit his head while
to change his diaper.

Ransom County Judge Jay Schmitz ruled there’s probable
cause for the murder case, but dismissed child abuse
charges.

Lindvall's arraignment is scheduled March 6.

The state had ruled earlier that Roland Riemers of Grand
Forks didn’t qualify for the ballot béeause his lieutenant gov-
ernor candidate didn’t turn in the right paperwork.

Riemers argued that the Democratic and Republican
candidates for governor didn't fill out theh paperwork cor-
lr)t:;l:tly either — and they should have been drbpped from the

lot.

The Supreme Court said in a ruling releaset\Juesday
that there’'s no evidence the state discriminated“against
Riemers.

Ex-tribal officer gets probation

MINOT (AP) — rmer Three Affiliated Tribes law
enforcement officer accused of harboring two men who
escaped from a New Town jalkhas been sentenced to-proba-
tion.

Jessica Folden was charged in
ing law enforcement. The charge carti
ty of one year in prison.

Authorities said Jake White Bodyand B
were at Folden's residence after they escape

eral court with hinder-
s a maximum penal-

Folden allegedly lied to officers about the wher
the fugitives and refused to let officers search her res
forseveral hours.

The two suspects were eventually apprehended.

U.S. District Judge Daniel Hovland sentenced Folden to

18 months of probation. 4/_\
Thieves stole S50K i i

in copper wire

FARGO (AP)— Police say thieves broke into a Fargo busi-
nessoverthe weekend and stole $50,000 worth of copper wire.

The theft at Fargo Electric Construction was reported at
7 a.m. Monday.

Police said the suspects forced their way into the build-
ing, moved the company’s trucks out of the way, and used
the company’s skid steers to load the wire

No arrests have been made. /

rosecutors: It’s not free speech

EAPOLIS (AP) — Prosecutors say a former Min-
convicted of going online and encouraging two
mselves was not exercising his right to free

nesotan
people to ki
speech.

Fifty-year-old Willi
2011 of two counts of aidin
the Minnesota Supreme Court verturn those convic-
tions, saying Melchert-Dinkel’s actiormsere protected, and
that he did not directly participatein the s
lish man and a Canadian woman.

In documents filed Tuesday, Rice County pros

elchert-Dinkel was convicted in
icide. His attorney is asking

said Melchert-Dinkel plaved an integral role, giving the
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ties leave some questioning i

" sup- proved on Senate Bill 2240. helping the victims.
Dalrym- A lengthy discussion took Kathy Hogan (D-Fargo)
meral place on the House floor, be-  said she voted for the bill in
as been coming emotional at times hopes the Senate would fix
n the as representatives ques- it. She said she didn’t like
ts that tioned parameters, called that jail time was lowered
ad im- for change and pleaded for and blood alcohol content

levels were raised. Rep. Jim
Kasper (R-Fargo) expressed
concern over the amount of
jail time and the possibil-

ity a first-time offender can

SEE DUI, PAGE A2

)y working with teens

Photos courtesy of Dennis Jensen

‘very-Wednesdayfor:Youth«foe Chtist:Pictured.are, from Jeft, Zack Oster.Landen Ruis,
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Two men
jailed for
stealing
copper

BY JENNA EBERSOLE
WILLISTON HERALD

Two men from Califor-
nia and Washington were
arrested Monday for a theft
of $40,000 worth of copper
wire.

The Williams County
Sheriff’s Office arrested
James Wallace of Califor-
nia and Shane Dechene of
Washington in connection
with the theft on Feb. 12
from JMAC Resources of
Williston, according to a
press release. The men are
being held on Class B felony
theft of property charges
as well as a Class C felony
charge of conspiracy to
commit theft.

Det. Caleb Fry said the
theft of copper wire is very
common around the area,
with some sitting in the ar-
eas of work sites and other
wire'stolen by cutting off
sections of it at rig sites.

“We’re seeing a lot,” Fry
said.

“They were getting it from
everywhere,” Sheriff Scott
Busching said of the JMAC
theft.

The investigation into the
theft is ongoing.

Two bars

WILLISTON
HERALD

R 2815
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Mr. Chairman and members of the Industry, Business and Labor Committee:
My name is Phil Pfennig. | am a Chief Agent of the North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation.
-1am here today to give testimony in support for Senate Bill 2151.

The theft of “salvage or scrap” metals is becoming a big business. Thieves make late night visits to
construction sites - to steel copper or aluminum wire, coil or tubing; or to automotive stores or '
mechanic shops - to steel Ijead;‘bat‘ter’ies or catalytic converters which are loaded with small amounts of
precious metals sUch' as‘.’pl_a‘iihiijm, palladium and rhodium and used to reduce exhaust emissions. The:
thieves then disappear.'unnbticed. Theft repo;ts aré made the next day and locallaw'enforcement often
have very little clues left behind.

Just 5 years ago in the first quarter of 2008, metal prices had increased substantially, with scrap prices
increasing 88%. Metal prices had been going up for four or five years, significantly spiking in 2005
before slowly creeping up through the end of 2007, when prices skyrocketed.

Prices have continued to rise and today command a high price because materials are difficult to come by
and the demand for metals is high. Once upon a time tire stores gave away buckets of used wheel
weights. Now, they are worth keeping to be sold as scrap metal.

Highlighting just a few cases the Bureau of Criminal Investigation has investigated over the last year:
e $10,000in aluminum wire in north central North Dakota.

e $6,000 in car parts and copper tubing used in solar heating south eastern North Dakota.

e 560,000 in copper wire stolen in large spools from south central North Dakota.

e Agroup suspected of being involved in a theft ring originating out of Fargo was the focus of a
surveillance in the middle of the night as they traveled from Fargo to Dickinson and back to

Bismarck where they were witnessed stealing metals from a construction site (photos).
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Photo’s of an investigation involving a very organized group from Fargo
that were traveling along the 1 94 corridor and Hwy 85 targeting
businesses and stealing wire. The group had a contact inside a

shipping company that knew when the wire would be delivered and

where.












House Industry, Business and Labor Committee @ ZISj
Senate Bill 2151

Testimony of Mike Reitan, Assistant Chief, West Fargo Police 3"/2/% [5

Good Morning Chairman Keiser and members oft hie committee. For the record my name is Mike Reitan,
Assistant Chief ofthe West Fargo Police Department I-am testifying today in support of Senate Bill 2151:
The bill before you today is meant to assist in the apprehension of those individuals responsible for the .
theft of recyclable metals in the state of North Dakota. .

On a relatively routine basis the officers of the West Fargo Police Department respond to the report of
electrical wire, scrap metals or motor vehlcle parts being stolen. The items stolen have been stored:in
the open upon the owner’s property, wsthm fenced areas and within locked buildings. On some
occasions the thief has used the owner s fork lift or loader to assist in making off with the property.

Within West Fargo the areasv,typical_ly«térgeted are new construction areas, body shops, vehicle salvage
yards and manufacturers. While mostitems stolen would be considered scrap material, we are also
seeing new electrical wire\ahd.copper;p_lymbing pipe being taken from construction sites or fromthe
contractor’s building. | have heard reports from areas of rural North Dakota that farm sites have also
experienced thefts. Overhead wiring, agricultural equipment and irrigation tubing are some of the items
targeted.

The West Fargo Police Department has taken a pro-active approach to deter and investigate this type of
theft. Officers are instructed to increase their patrol of new construction areas. We check with the
contractors to find out when electrical wiring and plumbing fixtures will be on the construction site.
With the permission of the contractors the department has installed video equipment and portable
alarms systems to assist in apprehending those responsible for the thefts. But it is not always enough.

Scrap metal needs to be sold somewhere for the thief to experience a financial gain. Where the stolen
goods are typically sold is to a scrap metal dealer. By enlisting the assistance of scrap metal dealers
through the provisions of Senate Bill 2151 law enforcement officers can be afforded the opportunity to
review records relating to transactions involving scrap metals and identify individuals selling scrap
metals in the community. Such assistance is necessary for law enforcement to be able to curb the theft
of recyclable materials.

As a reference, | have attached the more restrictive requires of Minnesota Statute 325E.21 Dealers in
Scrap Metal; Records, Reports and Registration. | have also included South Dakota Codified Law 34A-6-
108 through 112 relating to scrap metal dealers.

While the bill before us is not as restrictive as that found in Minnesota or South Dakota the draft bill is
certainly a step in the right direction. I ask for your support in the passage of Senate Bill 2151. Thank you
and | would be willing to take any questions you may have.
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2012 Minnesota Statutes

325E.21 DEALERS IN SCRAP METAL; RECORDS,; REPORTS AND REGISTRATION.
' Subdmsxon ].._,Deﬂmtmns, (a).For pgt,_,quo,s,gs{gf this section, ttlme_terms: defined in this, su,b iyision. ha‘ge the

- used motor vehncles or motox vehicie 'u:Es paper or woodI pwducts rags er furm‘ure or seuondhand
‘machinery. - : -

Subd. 1a. Purchase or acqmsmon record required. (a) E‘fery scrap metal dealer, including an agent,-
employee, or representative of the dealer; shall keep a written record at the time of each purchase or
acquisition of scrap metal. The record must inchude:

(I} an accurate account or description, including the weight if customarily purchased by weight, of the
scrap metal purchased or acquired;

(2) the date, time, and place of the receipt of the serap metal purchased or acquired;
{3) the name and address of the personr selling or delivering the scrap metal;
(4) the number of the check or electronic transfer used to purchase the scrap metal;

(5) the number of the seller's or deliverer’s driver’s license. Minnesota identification card number, or
ather identification document number of an identification document issued for identification purposes by any
state, federal, or foreign government if the documient includes the person's photograph, full name, birth date,
and signature; and o

(6) the license plate number and description of the vehicle used by the person when delivering the scrap *
metal, and any identifying mar ks on the vehncﬂe §

Cﬂl asa busm&as name, decals, or markings, if applicable.

(b} T e record as wel[ as the _scm L,t&i ptm e ed or mcetved shall at all reasonable times be open to.

et from: merchants, manufacturers or wholesale dealers,
havmo an estabhshed place oﬁ busmess or of aty : @ﬁd&pm&.ﬁlr@ﬁed at open sale from any bankrupt stock, but
a bill of sale or other evidence of open or legitimate purchase of the property shall be obtained and kept by
the person, which must be shown upon demand to any law enforcement agency.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a scrap metal dealer or the dealer's agent, employee. or
representative may not disclose personal information concerning a customer without the customer's consent
unless the disclosure is made in response to a request from a law enforcement agency. A scrap metal dealer
must implement reasonable safeguards to protect the security of the personal information and prevent
unauthorized access to or disclosure of the information. For purposes of this paragraph. "personal
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Subd. 9. Video security cameras required. {a) Each scrap metal dealer shall instalf and maintain at each (”\
location video surveillance cameras, still digital cameras, or similar devices positioned to record or
photograph a frontal view showing the face of each seller or prospective seller of scrap metal who enters the
location. The scrap metal dealer shall also photograph the seller's or prospective seller's vehicle, inctuding
hcense pkat; either Abv erdeo camera or still dligital camera, so that an accurate and complete desmruptnom ofiL v
: it ngs made by the cameras. The camera or strF[-d ztai camera must hre AER
hc camena mms& mwx‘d and s;élzsgia' : ' R

B T T N g e N A ]

1
=

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?1d=325E.21 3/10/2013



worth of copper. Now, both Dakota Valley and Northern Plains equip all their outposts with

alarms that signal local law enforcement when a break-in occurs.

But alarms are not the whole answer to the problem. We believe that discouraging
metal theft by making the stolen property more difficult to sell and giving law enforcement
better tools to apprehend the metal thieves is very important, and that is why we support SB

2151 and urge you to give it a “DO PASS.”






