
15.0818.03000 

Amendment to: SB 2205 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

04/22/2015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
I I eve s and approoriations anticioated under current law. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues 

Expenditures 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters) . 

This Bill modifies the number of dentists selected in the Loan Repayment Program & the eligibility criteria , increases 
the loan repayment amount & the number of years , and eliminates both dental new practice grants & a program 
specifically for those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

This bill has no fiscal impact. 
• Modifying the number of applicants from three to the number supported by the availability of funding requires the 
number of applicants selected to remain within the funding provided . 
·The last payment under the dental new practice grants program was made in SFY 2014 and no additional 
applications have been received. 
• Eliminating language for a loan repayment program specific to those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic 
and incorporating these participants as a priority in the selection process when considering all dental applicants will 
not have a fiscal impact as the number selected to participate in the loan repayment program is subject to 
availability of funding . 
·Increasing the funding from $80,000 to $100,000 will not have an impact as the amount provided each year still 
remains at $20,000 and will be subject to the availability of funding . 
• Increasing the number of years for loan repayment from four to five years will impact future appropriation requests 
and will be subject to the availability of funding . 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the re venue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Name: Brenda M. Weisz 

Agency: Department of Health 

Telephone: 328-4542 

Date Prepared: 04/22/2015 



15.0818 .02000 

Amendment to : SB 2205 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

04/09/2015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
I I d · r r · td d ti eves an appropna wns an 1c1pa e un ercurren aw. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues 

Expenditures 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

This Bill modifies the number of dentists selected in the Loan Repayment Program & the eligibility criteria , increases 
the loan repayment amount & the number of years , and eliminates both dental new practice grants & a program 
specifically for those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

This bill has no fiscal impact. 
• Modifying the number of applicants from three to the number supported by the availability of funding requires the 
number of applicants selected to remain within the funding provided. 
·The last payment under the dental new practice grants program was made in SFY 2014 and no additional 
applications have been received. 
• Eliminating language for a loan repayment program specific to those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic 
and incorporating these participants as a priority in the selection process when considering all dental applicants will 
not have a fiscal impact as the number selected to participate in the loan repayment program is subject to 
availability of funding . 
•Increasing the funding from $80,000 to $100,000 will not have an impact as the amount provided each year still 
remains at $20,000 and will be subject to the availability of funding . 
• Increasing the number of years for loan repayment from four to five years will impact future appropriation requests 
and will be subject to the availability of funding. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Name: Brenda M. Weisz 

Agency: Department of Health 

Telephone: 328-4542 

Date Prepared: 04/09/2015 



15.0818.01000 

Revised 
Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2205 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

0111512015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
I I d d d I eves an appror:mat1ons ant1cmate un er current aw. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues 

Expenditures 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

This Bill modifies the number of dentists selected in the Loan Repayment Program, modifies the eligibility criteria , 
eliminates the dental new practice grants and eliminates the program specifically for those serving in a public health 
or nonprofit clinic. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

This bill has no fiscal impact. 
• Modifying the number of applicants from three to the number supported by the availability of funding requires the 
number of applicants selected to remain within the funding provided . 
·The last payment under the dental new practice grants program was made in SFY 2014 and no additional 
applications have been received. 
• Eliminating language for a loan repayment program specific to those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic 
and incorporating these participants as a priority in the selection process when considering all dental applicants will 
not have a fiscal impact as the number selected to participate in the loan repayment program is subject to 
availability of funding . 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Name: Brenda M. Weisz 

Agency: Department of Health 

Telephone: 328-4542 

Date Prepared: 01/17/2015 



15.0818 .01000 

Revised 
Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2205 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

0111512015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and approoriations anticioated under current law. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues $(1 ,800,000) $1 ,800,000 $(1,800,000) $1,800,000 

Expenditures 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

This Bill modifies the number of dentists selected in the Loan Repayment Program, modifies the eligibility criteria , 
eliminates the dental new practice grants and eliminates the program specifically for those serving in a public health 
or nonprofit clinic. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

This bill has no fiscal impact. 
• Modifying the number of applicants from three to the number supported by the availability of funding requires the 
number of applicants selected to remain within the funding provided . 
•The last payment under the dental new practice grants program was made in SFY 2014 and no additional 
applications have been received. 
• Eliminating language for a loan repayment program specific to those serving in a public health or nonprofit clinic 
and incorporating these participants as a priority in the selection process when considering all dental applicants will 
not have a fiscal impact as the number selected to participate in the loan repayment program is subject to 
availability of funding . 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Name: Brenda M. Weisz 

Agency: Department of Health 

Telephone: 328-4542 

Date Prepared: 01/17/2015 



2015 SENATE HUMAN SERVICES 

SB 2205 



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Donald Muel ler 

H u man Services Committee 
Red River Room , State Capitol 

SB 2205 
1/20/201 5 

22 1 86 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Expla nation or reason for i ntrod uction of b i l l/resol ution:  

A bi l l  re lating to the dentists' loan repayment program ;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit denta l cl in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : Attach #1: Testimony by Marcia Olson 
Attach #2: Testimony by Dr. Brent L Holman, DDS 
Attach #3: Testimony by Dana Schaar Jahner 
Attach #4: Dental Loan Repayment Programs 2015-
2017 Executive Budget 
Attach #5: Summary of ND Loan Repayment Programs 
for Health Professionals 
Attach #6: Testimony written by Mara M. Jiran 
Attach #7: Testimony written by Patrick Butler 
Attach #8: Testimony written by Dr. James T. 
Podrebarac 

Senator Bekkedahl introduced the bi l l  to the committee . This b i l l  wi l l  take several 
programs and consolidate them into one. U ltimately, we are trying to get a dental loan 
repayment program . It does have an impact and brings dental practitioners back to the 
state. This is another attempt by the dental association to remove another barrier of care. 
We are trying to get more dentists targeting to publ ic denta l  health cl in ics or non-profit 
dental health cl in ics . We have removed the word "commun ities" and replaced with "sights." 

Chairman Judy Lee ind icated no more than 3 phrase was deleted , so it wasn't so l imiting , 
so the same pot of funds cou ld be distributed to 4, if there were fewer dol lars .  

Senator Bekkedahl  stated that the attempt there is  i f  other funds become avai lable that 
could supplement and more dentists could be funded under the program,  that is the attempt 
we are trying to ach ieve. 

Chairman Judy Lee asked about pool of appl icants , "may" include dentists who provide in 
publ ic health settings and so forth. So you aren't requ iring i t .  You wou ldn't want to 
el iminate them, but it's an optional deal. 

Senator Bekkedah l stated looking at Section 3 in the amendment, el ig ib i l ity for loan 
payment, it goes through several parameters in scoring, and how to score the people that 



Senate Human Services Committee 
SB 2205 
01 /20/201 5 
Page 2 

are el igible for the loan repayment. Areas with the greatest need , including the Publ ic 
health sights, get the h ighest level of consideration . 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. has served on health counci l for many years, so they see 
these appl ications come through.  With the changes in language, if the Health Counci l  gets 
a half dozen appl ications for various sights, they would d ivide the money and g ive some to 
each versus a standard amount to each one. What is the intent? If that's not what you 
want, then it needs to be stated d ifferently. I 'd be surprised if there are more funds. 
Sometimes we don't have 3 appl ications, sometimes we have more.  

Senator Bekkeda h l  indicated the intent is to get as many people in  as many places that 
are underserved as possible,  and provide the Counci l to do this. They don't have to accept 
the grant if they don't feel it enough reimbursement. It's our intent to get as many people 
out there .  He would l ike to not l imit to 3 a year if there is more interest than that. 

Senator Dever looked at fiscal note, with a reduction of $1 .8 mi l l ion ,  and increase in other 
funds of $1 .8 mi l l ion .  What is the source of funding.  

Senator Bekkedahl referred to Marcia Olson who wi l l  testify fu rther. 

Chairman Judy Lee asked if Senator Bekkedahl  wants to comment on Page 3, deleting 
the requ irements for those who are qual ifying for the loan repayment plan that they haven't 
practiced earlier. 

Senator Bekkedahl referred to Department of Health . 

B renda Weisz, Department of Health , indicated that there is a m istake in the fiscal note. 
The amount belongs in 1271. The body in the note is correct, and it should reflect $0 . 

Senator Dever asked about source of funds. 

Ms. Weisz responded what is in the governor's is general  fund and community health trust 
fund . Ms.  Weisz later provided the Dental Loan Repayment Programs 20 1 5-20 1 7  
Executive Budget for S B  2205 (Attach #4) .  

Chairman Judy Lee stated her heartburn about the el imination about the emphasis on 
those who were serving in  a pub l ic  health and non-profit cl in ic. She indicated she should 
have asked Senator Bekkedah l  about this, as he repaid .  It wou ld be a reasonable thing 
when taxpayer dol lars are invested into someone's tu ition that if they aren't coming back to 
the state, that there would be some opportun ity for repayment. This is a change. 

Marcia Olson, Executive Director of Bridging the Dental Gap in Bismarck, testified I N  
FAVOR of SB 2205 (attach #1)(10 : 1 5- 16 : 1 5) .  

Chairman Judy Lee asked Brenda Weisz for a budget sheet (previously identified i n  
minutes as  Attach #4). Chairman Judy Lee ind icated that her  recol lection of the new 
practices deal was intended to set up a new practice in a rura l  setting .  It's interesting to 
know that it wasn't used much . We started out with 3, the first category being commun ities 



Senate Human Services Committee 
SB 2205 
0 1 /20/201 5  
Page 3 

u nder 5,000 because we wanted to encourage practices to be establ ished there .  But i t  is  
very hard to have a broad enough base of service to mainta in  a practice there .  So there 
has been gradual adjustment to that. Sti l l  with recognizing rura l  practice, with fewer criteria 
that might provide dol lars i nto the rural  areas. Is that reasonably accurate? 

Ms. Olson confirmed . 

Chairman J u dy Lee asked on page 3, deleting requirements that they had not had 
practice fu l l  t ime in the state in  the 3 years prior to the appl ication , in that section,  l ines 1-
12, and Senator Howard Anderson, J r. stated that Marsha may not be able to answer 
that. Senator Howard Anderson, J r. will expla in this. The state health council has had 
instances where a dentist wanted to move from a larger city to either a non-profit cl in ic or 
back home to their rura l ,  but they were not el igible because of this section ,  and the council 
felt they should not be d isadvantaged to do this. In contrast, if someone who came from 
South Dakota to North Dakota , they were el igible, and yet they cou ldn't move from Fargo to 
a rural commun ity. 

Ms. Olson indicated that was one of the barriers. Ms.  Olson indicated that Mary 
Amundson had explained that this d idn't appear under any of the physicians or 
veterinarians or anybody else's , so that we were taking it out as why does it fit under the 
dental world . 

Chairman J u dy Lee asked about if the health counci l had any comments or concerns 
about removing the emphasis on rura l  or not-for-profit practices. Making the el ig ible at with 
may is one thing; having them as a priority is another. 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. stated that th is came about as part of the consu ltation with 
Mary Amundson and not a lways finding a dentist who wanted to go to the rural  areas. But 
they are wi l l ing to go to an urban area and wi l l ing to serve Medicaid patients in their 
practice , and perhaps even do outreach work, they weren't e l ig ib le because they didn't fit 
the smaller community size . The priorities in the b i l l  sti l l  prioritize the people for the smaller 
communities, but it doesn't restrict them. This g ives us more flexib i l ity. 

Ms. Olson ind icated that the changes occurring in North Dakota and the larger popu lation 
that is now based in the western North Dakota , we can identify a need to have more 
dentists i n  that area. 

Chairman J udy Lee asked , in her opinion, do you think that what you have now in front of 
us accompl ishes what Amundson recommended . 

Ms. Olson ind icated there were sti l l  some areas that we have not removed , but we have 
gone far enough to go in the right d i rection.  Mary Amundson , an employee of the state, felt 
it made a step in the right d i rection .  

Chairman J u dy Lee asked i f  there was a chart that says what the programs are right now, 
and what you have to do to get the money, and who's el ig ib le.  Brenda Weisz from the 
Health Department provided this information later (Attach #5) .  



Senate Human Services Committee 
SB 2205 
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Page 4 

Ms. Brenda Weisz indicated that HB 1036 did pass in the House, and it is a study of all 
loan repayment programs. They would not have the Higher Education information, but she 
did provide for Health Professionals. 

Ms. Olson provided an additional comment that one of the things is that funding stays in 
place, and that is included in the budget. 

Dr. Brent Holman, DDS, testified in FAVOR of SB 2205 (attach #2) (ending 27:30) 

Chairman Judy Lee dentist talked about the differences, which we've already discussed, 
almost barriers from his perspective, in dental repayment programs, and need to be 
consistent and streamlining of the process. 

Dana Schaar Jahner, representing the Community HealthCare Association of the Dakotas 
(CHAD) , testified IN FAVOR of SB 2205 (attach #3). (27:46-30:13) . Ms. Jahner provided 
additional letters of support: 

Mara M. Jiran written testimony (attach #6) 
Patrick Butler written testimony (attach #7) 
Dr. James T. Podrebarac written testimony (attach #8) 

Opposition to SB 2205 
No opposing testimony 

Neutral to SB 2205 
No neutral testimony 

Public Hearing closed . 



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

H u man Services Comm ittee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2205 
1 /20/201 5  

22236 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bi l l/resolution:  

A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program ;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit dental cl in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : "Click to enter attachment information." 

These minutes are from committee work on January 20 , 201 5. 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. ind icated that he had talked with Rod St. Aubyn regarding 
a concern that not profit cl in ics may not get as a h igh priority in this bi l l  as when there was 
money al located just for them. I n  number 1 , page 3, section 4, where it starts l isting the 
size of communities as far as the priority, and then drop down to number 2, it states "the 
state health council shal l  g ive priority for participation to a sight that demonstrates a need 
for a dentist or ind ivid ual who is tra ined in a dental specialty or who is wi l l ing to serve in a 
publ ic health cl in ic or non-profit. " When looking at the hierarchy, you have a one and a two , 
which g ives the same priority by category, but does g ive some d iscretion to the health 
counci l based on commun ity size and another one wants to work in a neighboring 
community with a non-profit or publ ic health un it. Senator Howard Anderson,  J r. is 
comfortable with that. 

Chairman J udy Lee would l ike that component as part of the d iscussion .  By doing it the 
way they did it here, it is not too restrictive . 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. thought he thinks it can be worked out with this. 

Senator Dever asked why the words "commun ity" was changed to "sight." 

Senator Warner answered to a l low for a bui lding with in  an u rban community. 

Senator Dever wanted to insure that it doesn't have anyth ing to do with mobi le un it. 

Chairman Judy Lee ind icated no. 
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Rod St. Aubyn ind icated that he doesn't have a lot of heartburn on this. I n  reviewing the 
bi l l  as it exists , you have a pool of funds that's avai lable for them. One of the things you 
are repeal ing actua l ly repeals that section that deals with strictly the publ ic health cl in ics 
and the non-profit cl in ics that exist. You are guaranteed some publ ic health cl in ics people 
working in there wi l l  see some funding as it exists now. They sti l l  get a priority, but they are 
lumped i n  with everyone else in there ,  so there is no guarantee in  that. Mr. St. Aubyn 
ind icated that he is not advocating one way or another. By lumping them into one fund ing 
mechanism, it does g ive the board more flexib i l ity and authority to add ress when needs 
have changed and they need to look at the other issues. When going from two d ifferent 
funds to combin ing and where the two funds were basically ded icated to some of those. 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. i nd icated that when he had talked with the Bridging the 
Denta l  Gap people, one of the reasons they suggested being in the general b i l l  was that 
they were scared last time and almost didn't get any money, and then we put i n  a bi l l  to 
g ive them some money. They said they d isl iked having to come every session and ask for 
money aga in ,  so being rol led into here would be better. 

Rod St. Au byn reiterated that he has no major heartburn .  Just concern about ded icated 
pools and no wil l  longer have that. 

Chairman Judy Lee asked if the committee should consider a sunset clause or is that too 
detailed? Chairman Judy Lee supports the idea that we wou ld have this money with a 
priority for not for profits, but also part of conversation is that maybe there is an ind ividual 
going into an area that doesn't necessarily work for not for profit but be wi l l ing to see more 
Med icaid patients, and we don't want to el iminate that motive either. 

V. Chairman Oley Larsen stated that someone cou ld be working in Bismarck and take two 
days and go to reservation and would qual ify, and that would fal l  under the sight umbrel la. 

Chairman Judy Lee asked doesn't this provide more latitude. 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. stated he is comfortable as it is. 

V. Chairman Oley Larsen made a motion to put a sunset clause on it as an amendment. 
There was no second to the motion . 

Senator Warner needs some clarification , we don't want to signal that we are sun setting 
the funds or we are losing the commitment to the project. 

Chairman Judy Lee agreed . 

Rod St. Aubyn ind icated that one of the things - don't necessarily need the sunset clause, 
it can always be addressed or reviewed in  next session .  You cou ld possibly get a report to 
an interim committee or to leg islative management to show what's happen ing ,  and then 
determine if you want to change the law again .  
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Senator Howard Anderson, J r. ind icated that the health counci l  would always have that 
information and could provide that information. Putting the sunset clause in  there doesn't 
help a lot because there is no money in there un less you put them in  everytime. 

Senator Dever i nd icated that the funds are d istributed over a 4 year base in the bi l l .  

V. Chairman O ley Larsen withdrew the amendment to put sunset clause on . 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. stated that it has been the history of these programs that 
they are d istributed over 4 year period . When money in a particu lar b i l l ,  we al locate that 
over a 4 year period because they either have to pay it back or they get it. It's not l ike we 
are al locating money that wasn 't appropriated because we stick with in  this appropriation for 
the 4 year a l location .  

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. made a motion that the Senate H uman Services 
Committee DO PASS SB 2205. The motion was seconded by Senator Dever. 

Rol l  Cal l  Vote 
§ yes, Q No, Q Absent 

Senator Dever will carry the b i l l .  



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 5.82205' 

Senate Human Services 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Date: ~I 12-.o 2015 
Roll Call Vote#: ---'-' -

Committee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 

~o Pass D Do Not Pass D Without Committee Recommendation 
D As Amended D Rerefer to Appropriations 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By ~Sil/I Seconded By 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Senator Judy Lee (Chairman) v Senator Tyler Axness v 
Senator Oley Larson (V-Chair) v Senator John M. Warner V' 

Senator Howard C. Anderson, Jr. v 
Senator Dick Dever v 

Total (Yes) 0 

Absent 0 
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Com Standing Committee Report 
January 20, 2015 7:41pm 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_12_002 
Carrier: Dever 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2205: Human Services Committee (Sen. J. Lee, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 

(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AN D NOT VOTING). SB 2205 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 

( 1 )  DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_ 12_002 
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2015 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

H u man Services Comm ittee 
Fort Un ion Room , State Capitol 

SB 2205 
3/11 /2015 
Job 24656 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Expla nation or reason for i ntroduction of 

Relating to the loan repayment program for dentists in pub l ic health and nonprofit dental 
c l in ics and provide an appl ication . 

M i n utes: Testimon ies 1 -6 

Chairman Weisz opened the hearing on SB 2205. 

Sen .  Brad Bekkadah l :  From district 1 Wil l iston introduced and testified in support of the bi l l .  
It is a program a lready in  place and i t  is to try and target the loan repayment dol lars to 
those dentists most wi l l ing to serve the underserved areas of the state. The Denta l 
Association supports this. 

5:27 
Chairman Weisz: We already have a dental loan repayment program so are you 
eliminating or consol idating .  

Sen.  Bekkadah l :  Th is  is  a consolidation .  

Chairman Weisz: You are el im inating that specific one and lumping them a l l  in  one. 

Sen .  Bekkadah l :  That is correct. 

Rep. Fehr: I don't see a commun ity match in here .  If that was amended in  what would be 
the impact on the program? 

Sen .  Bekkadahl: I th ink i t  would be more d ifficu lt to get to the u nderserved areas because 
you would be placing a burden on that area in specific need . 

Rep. Porter: On the top of page 3 ,  the first two subs that were previous criteria for the loan 
program are being stricken .  The past focused on new practices and dentists moving into 
these h igher underserved areas. Could you go into detai l  of taking the existing dentists 
practicing in the state and then a l lowing them to having access to the loan money? 
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Sen .  Bekkadah l :  I bel ieve that if you can g ive the opportunity to someone who has been in 
a practice s ituation , but now wants to change to serve an underserved area, that may be a 
benefit to the program . I th ink it is designed to al low more appl ications to come into the 
program because I 'm not sure they have a l l  been used at this point. 

Rep. Rich Becker: Do you have a number of dentists needed to get us to the point of a l l  
underserved areas are being served? What are the one or two top dental schools that 
have people come back to N D? 

Sen. Bekkadah l :  It is d ifficult to find the number in  ND .  We thing there are 350 practices in  
the state. We need 7 more dentists in  the state accord ing to federa l  gu idel ines. I went to 
the U of Minnesota. Most of the graduates came from upper M innesota . Others from 
Creighton U n iversity, U niversity of Nebraska and some out of Iowa . 

Rep .  Rich Becker: Basica l ly 4 dental schools. 

Sen .  Bekkadah l :  Correct. 

Rep.  Fehr: Could you g ive us a sense of how big the loans are that dental students 
accumulate? 

Sen .  Bekkadah l :  My debt load out of the Un iversity of Minnesota was $22 ,000. The 
current debt load coming out of schools nationwide is over $200,000.  

Rep . Mooney: What wou ld be the benefit and d ifference between commun ity to s ite? 

Sen .  Bekkadahl :  We wanted to target the site and not the community . You have to go to 
work in the site which is the publ ic hea lth facil ity or community health cl in ic and get away 
from the dentist going into private practice. 

Cha irman Weisz: The dentist who has been practicing for 20 years and now wants to 
serve the underserved ; does he just have to show he had a loan at one time? 

Sen. Bekkadahl :  I t  is my understanding that the health counci l  has an appl ication process 
that del ineates that they have current loans and what they are going to be doing to practice 
if they g ive priority for this ( in aud ible) . 

Chairman Weisz: I can ask Brenda to clarify this one. 

15:20 
Marcia Olson :  Executive Director of Bridg ing the Dental Gap in Bismarck testified in 
support of the bi l l .  (See Testimony #1) 

21:49 
Dana Schaar Jahner: Representing the Community HealthCare Association of the Dakotas 
(CHAD) testified in support of the b i l l .  (See Testimony #2) 

NO OPPOSITION 
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Chairman Weisz: Brenda would you come up here please. The non-profit is there $80 ,000 
al located currently? 

Brenda Weisz: Di rector of Accounting from State Health Dept. There is a loan repayment of 
$60,000 for each applicant and $180 ,000 is included in the budget for those. 

Chairman Weisz: They were separate in  the budget, but I thought it was only $80,000. 

Brenda Weisz: It was $180 ,000 for the non-profit. 

Chairman Weisz: How m uch for the regu lar? 

Brenda Weisz; $540, 000 is included in the House version of 1004. 

Chairman Weisz: So there is $540, 000 plus $1 80 ,000? 

Brenda Weisz: That is  correct M r. Chairman.  

Chairman Weisz: And that survived so far in the House? 

Brenda Weisz: That is correct. They reduced the amount the Governor recommended by 
$60 ,000. 

Chairman Weisz: So currently in  the Senate we are looking at $720, 000. 

Brenda Weisz: That is correct. You had ask the question about where in statute it says 
about payment for a loan .  I f  you look at the b i l l  in  front of you ,  page 1, l i ne  13 ,  you wil l see 
it says, "The dentists are el ig ible to receive funds for the repayment of their education 
loans". The payment would be requ i red to go towards loan repayment. 

Chairman Weisz: If I acqu i red the loans in  2005, can I pay them off in 20 1 6  or can I apply it 
to that if I have already paid the loan off? 

Brenda Weisz: When the loan appl ications come in  the health council does look at them 
and we requ i re them to submit documentation as to what thei r  outstand ing loans are .  

Chairman Weisz: You are looking for outstand ing loans? 

Brenda Weisz: That is correct. 

Rep. Hofstad : When we dealt with the med ica l  loans in H B  1 396 we had the d iscussion 
between communities and cities and now we are looking at sites. Is sites defined in 
statute? 

Brenda Weisz: You have to ask Legislative Counci l .  
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Rep. Hofstad : Wou ld you see road b locks if were to meld the dentists with our med ical 
professional loans? 

Brenda Weisz: Actua l ly that question came up in committee on HB 1 396 over on the 
Senate. They talked about the consistencies and the work that had been done on 1 396. 
They felt because those being more of a health care profession and closely related and the 
study that had been approved by the House and the Senate cou ld take it to the fina l  steps 
to see what further work could be done. At this point keeping them separate. At this time 
I'm not sure .  

Chairman Weisz: Part of the concern when we looked at 1396 was the fact that we had 
three separate programs on the denta l .  

Chairman Weisz closed the hearing on SB 2205. 

Handed in testimony is support: 

Dr. Brent Holman DDS (See Testimony #3) 

Patrick Butler, CEO of North land Community Health Center (See Testimony #4) 

Mara M .  J iran ,  I nterim CEO of Val ley Community Health Centers (See Testimony #5) 

Dr. James T. Podrebarac (See Testimony #6) 
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Min utes : 

Chairman Weisz: Let's take up 2205, the dental loan repayment. (See Handouts #1 and 
#2. )  This basica l ly mimics what we did in 1396. I t  does a consol idation of the three 
d ifferent programs. I t  appl ies the same rules we used i n  1396. In one bil l we are changing 
it to five year repayments. In one bi l l  we are changing I to a five year  repayment, $75,000 
and no match . The other is five year  repayment and $100, 000 with a 25% match. They 
are good with using the same criteria we d id in 1396. We don't have to kick it out th is week 
because it does not have a fiscal note . 
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D Conference Committee 

Ii Handout #1 

Chairman Weisz took up 2205. (Handed out amendment. See Handout #1) 

Rep. Hofstad : We modeled th is after 1396 the med ica l  professional loan program .  It does 
many of the same things. We are making this into a five year program and going from 
$80 ,000 to $100,000. That takes us from 4 slots up to 9 slots. Looking at the amendment 
itself we are taking 43-01.103 the cities and making that selection criteria .  That mi rrors 
what we d id in 1396 and 43-28.104 the cities el ig ib i l ity we again go through the el ig ibi l ity 
much as we did in  the medical 1396. We added in here the language, " in selecting cities 
for participation" and after "underserved popu lation" we have "any publ ic health cl inic or 
non-profit c l in ic" .  The emphasis is to getting these dentists into those non-profit cl in ics 
throughout our state. 

Chairman Weisz: So the language on page 3 stays overstruck? 

Rep. Hofstad: That is correct. 

Chairman Weisz: It combines the programs which were in the 2205 so that stays correct? 

Rep . Hofstad: Yes . 

Chairman Weisz: The other language mimics what we d id i n  1396? 

Rep. Hofstad: It does . 

Chairman Weisz: With the add ition of the public health cl in ic? 

Rep .  Hofstad: This does not address the grant program for the faci l ities . I wou ld move the 
amendments. 

Rep. 0. Anderson :  Second.  

Chairman Weisz: Is there a match ( inaudib le) in here? 
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Rep.  Hofstad :  No. 

Chairman Weisz: I t  mimics the current program from that respect. From the standpoint of 
going from 80 to 100 the rationale is? 

Rep.  Hofstad : The rationale is we have the opportun ity now to add more slots and you 
make it more attractive and you make it more attractive for dentists to come into these 
communities. 

Chairman Weisz: How do their costs relate to say doctors? 

Rep .  Hofstad :  Considerably more surprisingly. The cost of education for a dentist is 
considerably more than it costs to go to medica l  schoo l .  

Rep.  Rich Becker: On your  amendments, the selection criteria, can you explain a l ittle b it 
about what the selecting criteria is? 

Rep . Hofstad : To establ ish that criteria to be used in selected cities for this program . We 
wil l  define that criteria rather broad ly. U nderneath el ig ibi l ity we are aga in defin ing the cities 
by having fewer than 1 5,000 and then we go from 1 5,000 to 30,000 and those above 
30 ,000.  

Chairman Weisz: The subsection B we had a lot of d iscussion on 1396 with Leg islative 
Counci l on the use of the word cities. You cou ld be serving mu ltiple cities. Cities doesn't 
l imit it to be l ike Edgeley or El lendale. Cities rea lly does define to say an area. 

Rep .  Rich Becker: Al l  long those l ine, are we head ing in the d i rection of the multiple cities, 
but sometimes we have bi l ls where the health department is d ivid ing the state into reg ions. 
Would that be a better way to do this? 

Chairman Weisz: Say a dentist wants to go to El lendale, then the house counci l  is going to 
take a look at the needs i n  El lendale and that area. So where does that appl ication go as a 
priority vs. someone who wants to go to Wishek? Reg ion defines such a large area . We 
may have to bring L. C .  down for clarification of cities if this goes to conference.  

Rep.  Oversen: Just to make sure we have this correct. There are three changes to page 
3 .  The second one that says remove l ines 1 -21 I don't th ink should be in there because 
we are overstriking that language in the p rior amendment. 

Chairman Weisz: Ok. 

Rep .  Hofstad : Looking at section 6 that references to g ifts and refers to three dentists 
contemplated by this chapter when we look at 43-28. 1 01 we ta lked about. We overstruck 
that "more than three dentists" ;  is that something we need to address? 

Chairman Weisz: You are wondering if we need section 6? 
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Rep. H ofstad: I thi nk  we need section 6 because it talks about g ra nts, g ifts or  donations, 
but it is references the three dentists this chapter. It says we shal l  select from a pool 
( inaudib le) three dentists and we h ave overstruck that three dentists and stil l  talking about 
three dentists in section  6. 

Chai rman Weisz: That wou ld sti l l  be correct. It is sti l l  referencing those who sti l l  have a 
g ra nt so it i s  not relevant to whether it is three or none or a l imit. 

B renda Weisz: F rom Hea lth Dept. I th ink you might want to strike that. The reason that 
was put in there at three was when the program was l imited to three by statute. 

Chairman Weisz: But, that is gone. 

B. Weisz: B ut, by restating it here it cou ld cause confusion and you could simplify it by 
saying ,  "expansion of the p rogram beyond the dentists contemplated by this chapter". Just 
get rid of the word three and you wou ld be consistent in the amendment. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 

Rep. Hofstad: I move a Do Pass as amended on SB 2205. 

Rep. D. Anderson: Second . 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 1 3  y 0 n 0 absent 

Bi l l  Carrier: Rep. H ofstad 

Amendments went back to Legislative Management for correction. New standing report 
was made on Apri l 8 ,  2015. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

Page 1, line 1, remove", 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, after "43-28.1-04" insert ", 43-28.1-05, and 43-28.1-09" 

Page 1, line 3, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert ", 43-28.1-02," 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Cities with defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11 , overstrike "to communities" and insert immediately thereafter "in cities" 

Page 1 , line 11 , after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a defined 
need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11 , remove "Subject to the 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding . the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population," 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21 , overstrike "Dentist selection" and insert immediately thereafter "Cities -
Defined need for dental services - Selection" 

Page 2, line 21, overstrike" - Eligibility for loan repayment" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site." 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 
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Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike "communities" 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "4." 

Page 3, line 13, remove "3." 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 20 

Page 3, overstrike line 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council shall establish 
criteria to be used in selecting cities that have a defined need for dental services. 
thereby allowing for participation in the loan repayment program. The criteria must 
include consideration of: 

a. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city: 
and 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area. 

2. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria." 

Page 2, line 24, remove "Site" 

Page 3, line 24, overstrike "selection criteria" and insert immediately thereafter "Cities -
Eligibility for participation - Priority" 

Page 3, line 25, overstrike "The state health council shall apply the following criteria in selecting 
a community" 

Page 3, line 25, remove "site" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 26 through 31 

Page 4, line 1, overstrike "must be given to dentists who commit to satellite to underserved 
areas" 

Page 4, line 1, remove ". then to" 
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Page 4, line 2, remove "dentists who practice at a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic." 

Page 4, line 2, overstrike "and then" 

Page 4, line 2, remove "priority" 

Page 4, line 3, remove "is given" 

Page 4, line 3, overstrike "to dental specialists in cities with an identified need for a specialist." 

Page 4, overstrike lines 4 through 9 

Page 4, line 10, overstrike "2. The state health council shall give priority for participation to a 
community" 

Page 4, line 10, remove "site" 

Page 4, line 10, overstrike "that" 

Page 4, overstrike line 11 

Page 4, line 12, overstrike "specialty" 

Page 4, line 12, remove "or who is willing to serve in a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic" 

page 4, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 4, overstrike lines 13 and 14 and insert immediately thereafter "In selecting cities for 
participation in the loan repayment program. the health council shall give priority, in 
descending order. to those cities that meet the selection criteria and: 

a. Have fewer than fifteen thousand residents; 

b. ill Have at least fifteen thousand residents. but fewer than thirty 
thousand residents ; and 

@ Do not belong to a metropolitan statistical area; or 

c. Have at least thirty thousand residents . 

2. In the case of a dentist who will provide dental services in city that has a 
defined need for dental services and in a public health clinic. a practice 
with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit dental clinic, the 
state health council shall consider that dentist at the same priority level as 
under subdivision a of subsection 1. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who 
has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment 
of any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment 
must be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to 
receive loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding balance of the 
dentist's education loans with applicable interest, or ei§Atyone hundred thousand 
dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used to satisfy other 
service obligations under similar programs. 
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SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28. 1 -09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1 -09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, 
or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' 
educational loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an 
expansion of the program beyond the #lree dentists contemplated by this chapter, the 
entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a period of fet:H:five years. The council 
may contract with any public or private entity and may expend any moneys available to 
the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All money 
received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 
continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of additional dentists' educational loans." 

Page 4, l ine 1 5, after "43-28. 1 -0 1 . 1 "  insert ", 43-28. 1 -02," 

Page 4, line 1 7, after "43-28. 1 -0 1 . 1 "  insert ", 43-28. 1 -02," 

Renumber accordingly 
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Module ID: h_stcomrep_63_009 
Carrier: Hofstad 

Insert LC: 15.0818.01001 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2205: Human Services Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended , recommends DO PASS 
(13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2205 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, remove" , 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, after "43-28.1-04" insert", 43-28.1-05, and 43-28.1-09" 

Page 1, line 3, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert", 43-28.1-02," 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Cities with defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11 , overstrike "to communities" and insert immediately thereafter "in cities" 

Page 1, line 11 , after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a 
defined need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11 , remove "Subject to the 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding, the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population," 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21, overstrike "Dentist selection" and insert immediately thereafter "Cities -
Defined need for dental services - Selection" 

Page 2, line 21 , overstrike " - Eligibility for loan repayment" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site. " 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_63_009 
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Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_63_009 
Carrier: Hofstad 

Insert LC: 15.0818.01001 Title: 02000 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike "communities" 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "4." 

Page 3, line 13, remove "3." 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 20 

Page 3, overstrike line 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council shall 
establ ish criteria to be used in selecting cities that have a defined need for dental 
services. thereby allowing for participation in the loan repayment program. The 
criteria must include consideration of: 

fl The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city: 
and 

~ Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area. 

£. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria." 

Page 2, line 24, remove "Site" 

Page 3, line 24, overstrike "selection criteria" and insert immediately thereafter "Cities -
Eligibility for participation - Priority" 

Page 3, line 25, overstrike ''The state health council shall apply the following criteria in 
selecting a community" 

Page 3, line 25, remove "site" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 26 through 31 

Page 4, line 1, overstrike "must be given to dentists who commit to satellite to underserved 
areas" 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITIEE Page 2 h_stcomrep_63_009 
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Page 4, line 1, remove" . then to" 
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Carrier: Hofstad 

Insert LC: 15.0818.01001 Title: 02000 

Page 4, line 2, remove "dentists who practice at a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic," 

Page 4, line 2, overstrike "and then" 

Page 4, line 2, remove "priority" 

Page 4, line 3, remove "is given" 

Page 4, line 3, overstrike "to dental specialists in cities with an identified need for a 
specialist." 

Page 4, overstrike lines 4 through 9 

Page 4, line 10, overstrike "2. The state health council shall give priority for participation to 
a community" 

Page 4, line 10, remove "site" 

Page 4, line 10, overstrike "that" 

Page 4, overstrike line 11 

Page 4, line 12, overstrike "specialty" 

Page 4, line 12, remove "or who is willing to serve in a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic" 

page 4, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 4, overstrike lines 13 and 14 and insert immediately thereafter "In selecting cities for 
participation in the loan repayment program, the health council shall give priority, in 
descending order. to those cities that meet the selection criteria and: 

SL Have fewer than fifteen thousand residents; 

~ ill Have at least fifteen thousand residents, but fewer than thirty 
thousand residents; and 

.(21 Do not belong to a metropolitan statistical area; or 

c. Have at least thirty thousand residents . 

.£. In the case of a dentist who will provide dental services in city that has a 
defined need for dental services and in a public health clinic. a practice 
with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit dental clinic, 
the state health council shall consider that dentist at the same priority 
level as under subdivision a of subsection 1. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 
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The state health cou ncil  may provide for loan repayment fu nds to a dentist 
who has received an ed ucation loan. The counci l  may not provide fu nds for the 
repayment of any loan that is in default at the time of the appl ication. The amount of 
repayment must be related to the dentist's outstanding ed ucation loans. A dentist is 
el igible to receive loan repayment fu nds in an amount equal to the outstanding 
balance of the dentist's ed ucation loans with appl icable interest, or �ne 
hundred thousand dol lars, whichever is less. Loan repayment fu nds may not be used 
to satisfy other service obl igations under simi lar programs. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28. 1 -09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows: 

43-28. 1 -09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any conditional or u ncond itional g ift, 
grant, or donation for the purpose of providing fu nds for the repayment of dentists' 
ed ucational loans. If any entity desires to provide fu nds to the cou nci l  to al low an 
expansion of the program beyond the tRfee dentists contemplated by th is  chapter, 
the entity shal l  commit to fund fu l ly the expansion for a period of fel::H:five years. The 
counci l  may contract with any publ ic or private entity and may expend any moneys 
avai lable to the cou ncil  to obtain matching fu nds for the pu rposes of this chapter. All 
money received as gifts, grants,  or donations u nder this section i s  appropriated as a 
conti n uing appropriation to the state health council for the pu rpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of add itional dentists' ed ucational loans." 

Page 4 ,  l ine 1 5, after "43-28. 1 -01 . 1 "  insert ", 43-28. 1 -02 , "  

Page 4 ,  l i n e  1 7 , after "43-28. 1 -01 . 1 "  insert ",  43-28 . 1 -02 ,"  

Ren u m ber accord ingly 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bi l l/resolution : 

A bi l l  re lating to the dentists' loan repayment program;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit denta l cl in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists ; and to provide for appl ication . 

M i n utes : Attachment #1 Proposed amendments by Sen. J. Lee 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 1 5, 2015 
at 2:00 pm.  
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad,  Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever asked for an explanation of the House amendments. 

Rep. Hofstad explained that what they tried to do was to marry the dental loan repayment 
program to the physicians' loan repayment program.  Many of the things done here mirror 
that b i l l .  We changed the $80 , 000 to $1 00,000 and made that payable over a 5 year period 
of time. When we looked at that and the slots , it was pretty sign ificant, so that gave us 
more slots than what we are deal ing with now. 
Then next area was cities and again that was mirrored to the physicians' loan program.  
There was a lot of  d iscussion whether i t  should be cities , communities, entities . 
Commun ities were never wel l  defined ; cities were, so we chose to put cities in  the b i l l .  We 
tried to make sure the criteria we are using with in the health cou nci l selection program now 
was mirrored somewhat. So the criteria must include consideration of the number of 
dentists that are in  a city and that access to dental services in  the city and surrounding 
area. 
Looking at page 4 of marked up b i l l ,  he read sub 2. 
Then he explained section 3 of the cities, the el igibi l ity for that participation and prioritizing . 
That's where they prioritized the city size . That city size was the same as what they had in 
the physicians' loan program.  
On page 5 ,  sub 2, i n  the case of a dental service providing service in a city that has a 
defined need and then a i n  publ ic health cl in ic with a focus on underserved popu lation ,  or a 
nonprofit dental cl in ic the state council shal l  consider that dentist at the same priority level 
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as under subdivision a of subsection 1 .  They were balancing those 2 criteria to have the 
same priority. 

Senator J. Lee wondered if there was any d iscussion by the House as to the need of a 
special ized dentist such as a ped iatric dentist. 

Rep. Hofstad answered that they d id not have that d iscussion.  

Senator J .  Lee reca l led that someplace in  past legislation there had been some a l lowance 
for that, th inking it was Minot. She d idn't want to inval idate something that is already there 
and said that was the reason for the question .  

Rep. Oversen referred to page 2, the crossed out l ines 29 through 30,  and said that m ight 
get to Lee's comment - The general  tra in ing or specia lty in the services that are needed in 
that community. She said they could take those l i nes and put them under the criteria of 
page 3 so it is included for consideration for prioritization .  

Senator J Lee asked to look at the whole thing . Med icare doesn't pay for denta l .  Maybe 
that's someth ing we want to g ive attention to. She thought Rep . Oversen's suggestion is 
very good . 

Rep. Oversen looking at that again pointed out that was in the cities criteria. She couldn't 
remember if they left in  any criteria for the actual dental professiona l .  

Rep. Hofstad d id not remember either. 

Senator Dever said it m ight sti l l  fit under a city that is looking for a dentist with tra in ing i n  
general  dentistry o r  in a dental specialty. (Line 30-31) 

Rep. Hofstad agreed . Doesn't see why it wouldn't fit under those criteria .  

Senator Dever: Can you expla in why the House took that out then? 

Rep. Hofstad could not. 

Senator Dever asked about the source of the funds - "subject to the avai lab i l ity of funding" .  
Apparently the fund ing is avai lable? 

Rep. Oversen d idn't recal l  the exact conversation ,  but thought it was to regain that h igher 
priority on dentists wi l l ing to work at a publ ic health cl in ic as opposed to them being the 
second priority subject to the avai labi l ity of fund ing.  

Senator Dever looked at the fiscal note that was generated April gth and asked if  th is is j ust 
pol icy to implement funding that is provided elsewhere? 

Rep. Hofstad repl ied that he understands that is correct. The fund ing is elsewhere and 
this is the pol icy. 
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Sen. Axness ind icated it is in the Dept. of Health's budget. 

Senator Dever asked if the committee was interested in making any other changes. 

Sen. J .  Lee suggested amendments (Attachment #1 ) . 
Page 1 .  The "with in the five years" wou ld make it consistent with their other timetables. 
Page 2. Dental assistants are regulated by the Board of Denta l  Examiners but they are not 
able to be on the board .  The senate thought it was important that they have a 
representative on the board . 
On page 4 ,  credential review l icensure ,  it's again the 5 year period - not a big deal . It a lso 
talks about the duty to report, and actions based on professional conduct or competency 
resu lting in  revocation etc. is included as a concern there.  
On the bottom of page 5 carrying over to page 6,  if  there is a death of the dentist, 
everyth ing stops. The spouse is not necessarily qual ified for the continuation of the 
practice and there is a l imbo time where everything is locked up .  The appointing of a 
dentist would be during the length of time it takes to sel l  the practice . 
Page 6 - The last item is on the ownership and operation of a dental office or cl in ic and 
there is a concern about shops being set up in which the dentist would be un l ikely to ever 
be there but their dental hyg ien ist wou ld be working there .  The Board of Dental Examiners 
does have some rea l  concerns about that and wou ld l ike us to consider reinstating that 
portion .  

Senator Dever: On conference committee 2066 we added a dental assistant to the board . 

Sen. Axness: We did add that language back in  but the b i l l  was ki l led . 

Senator Dever: If the funding is in  the Dept. of Health budget, is the pol icy critical to that? 

Sen. J. Lee : Yes,  it tel ls how the subsid ies are awarded . 

Senator Dever: Otherwise the pol icy is the existing language without the b i l l .  

Sen.  J .  Lee: It would mean the community cl in ics,  which the House suggested , would be 
at par, but, if we don't pass that part ,  they wou ld no longer be at par and would be a 
n umber 2 priority. 

Rep. Hofstad thinks the bi l l  says the health counci l shal l  consider the dentists at the same 
priority level .  Talking about non-profit denta l ,  they are on the same priority level .  

Sen.  J .  Lee: She l ikes that idea of putting them at par .  If we don't pass that part, then 
they would be second in l ine .  She thought they were second on the l ist right now but the 
House puts them at an equal fi rst. 

Rep. Hofstad said he was supportive of add ing the amendments that Sen . Lee proposed . 
He would l ike to take some time to look at them and review. This is someth ing we need to 
do. 
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Senator Dever can agree. We are looking at extensive changes. 

Rep. Hofstad said they needed some time. 

Senator Dever: What are the feel ings of the House on the idea of a dental assistant on 
the board? 

Rep. Hofstad said they d idn't have a problem with that issue. 

Senator Dever explained that 2066 had references to 4320 , dental assistants and denta l 
hyg ien ists, and 4328, the Board of Dental Examiners .  Denta l hyg ienists have one seat on 
the board .  Dental assistants don't have any representation so they exist as  an association 
with certain requirements but they have no say in their regu lation.  The Senate thought that 
was kind of important. 

Senator Dever adjourned meeting . 
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Explanation or  reason for introduction of bi l l/resol ution :  

A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit dental c l in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists ; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : Attach #1: Cost Worksheet from Brenda Weisz 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 1 6, 20 1 5  
at 1 1  : 30am . 
Senator Dever, Senator Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad , Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever offered some amendments yesterday. What we have as it passed the 
house, and the amendments would restore 2066 into 2205. Not replace, but add to it, 
except the reference to the president which appears to be the point of contention in the 
House. 

Rep. Hofstad has had d iscussions with the House chairman .  He has some concerns, not 
with the b i l l ,  the extraction ,  we are comfortable. But the issue taking this back to the floor, 
as part of this conference committee, we would be in  jeopardy of losing the whole th ing.  
We ki l led that before and now we wil l  see i t  aga in .  That is the problem that he has 
articu lated to h im.  He understands how important section 10 is and has suggested that if 
we introd uced section 10 into 2205 and then come back next time and deal with the rest of 
it. That is where he is. 

Senator Dever Do all the other sections refer to the dental assistant being on the board? 

Rep. Hofstad I nd icated that number 9 is  deal ing with dentists with the personal 
representative if a dentist should d ie. 

Senator Dever isn't that associated with section 1 0  isn't it? 
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Senator J .  Lee I would not be satisfied with only section 1 0  because I think the Section 9 
portion is a lso important in being able to appoint a dentist to continue with the work and the 
records with a deceased dentist. That is a pretty explainable one there .  

Rep. Oversen asked a question about section 9,  as  I am read ing it, that the personal rep 
shal l  appoint a dentist. What happens in the situation that there isn't anybody able to take 
over? Is it the mandate to appoint somebody? 

Senator J. Lee It doesn't have to be a dentist who is in the same office ,  but there has to be 
a dentist where the buck stops. So they wou ld be considered the manager of the office , 
even if it is not their office. But the feel ing of the committee supported the idea that the 
dentist should operate. The goal is to sell the office and there needs to be a dentist who 
may or may not be interested in own ing it at some point, bit a designated hitter so to speak 
who does know what he/she is doing . 

Senator Dever I do understand the process of amending one bi l l  into another as you d id 
that the other day. 

Senator Axness If  I look at the history of the 2066, it passed 81 to 10 after the first time on 
the House floor. After the conference committee, because we had the conference on the 
dental assistant and then it was retu rned and then defeated on the floor, because of one 
provis ion that I hear has been taken out the amendment so I bel ieve our conferees are 
capable of expla in ing that on the floor and getting it fu l ly reinstated . That is kind of what I 
am looking at right now. 

Senator Dever I have the g reatest faith in the House conferees on th is b i l l .  Their abi l ity to. 

Rep .  Hofstad I nd icated it wi l l  be a high h i l l  to cl imb. He indicated that the Chairman is not 
wi l l ing to stand behind h im .  

Senator Dever Would you see that conversation taking place on  the ih order of conference 
committee report or 1 4th order? 

Rep. Hofstad I wou ld see it taking place on the conference committee report. Yes. 

Senator Dever So then the effect wou ld be that he might lose it there and then bring it back 
to conference committee. 

Rep.  Hofstad Who knows how the game would be played . I certain ly wouldn't want to 
jeopard ize losing the bi l l  because this is an important b i l l. 

Senator Dever I n  both concepts . 

Rep . Hofstad said they can have more conversations with the Chair. The Chairs cou ld have 
a sidebar in the hal lway. I am wi l l ing to ta lk  and twist arms too , but that's the message that 
he sent me down with . 
Senator Dever The chairs of both Human Services Committees have a positive working 
relationship. That is not necessarily true of al l  committees, but in  that circumstance. They 
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could have that conversation .  I am wondering if there are any points in  2205 or the 
amendment that anyone might l ike to take a separate look at. 

Rep. Hofstad Added that as we change the dol lar amount in the fund ing in the payout 
period , that did affect the slots. Brenda Weisz has had time to work that out. (attach #1) 

Brenda Weisz, Department of Health , the schedu le you have before you is something put 
together as House H uman Services was looking at SB2205 and making amendments , 
changing the dol lar amounts to $1 OOk over 5 years and how it m ight impact slots for the 
coming years.  The law would take into effective August 1 ,  2015. The Health Council meets 
in the spring . The meeting of this spring the Century Code now has funding for non-profit 
and publ ic health separate from the other dental loan repayment wou ld have to be 
considered . Then next spring when the Health Counci l meets then that fund ing should this 
bi l l  pass would then be melded together so for fiscal year  20 1 6, that wou ld be the first 
payment that would be made to dentists that wou ld be approved from the Health Counci l 
u nder the current statute . So, keeping in mind that there would only be al lowed by Century 
Code 3 slots for the dental loan repayment and keeping a slot avai lable for non-profit publ ic 
health and then funding those under the current law is what fiscal 1 6  amounts represent. 
Then going forward should this law pass, and I am assuming that it wou ld ,  fiscal year 27 
would be there next payment that would be made based on Health Counci ls approval that 
would be made next spring .  We looked at the money that was currently in House Bi l l  1 004 
which is the Department of Health's budget, and it wou ld afford 9 slots for dental loan 
repayment by extending that out 5 years.  Then the column to the right shows you future 
obl igations. It doesn't reflect any new appl icants , but for 2017, it shows for those 9 slots two 
years of payment. Then in  20 1 9  the biennium 1 9  & 21 , and going forward it wil l  show the 
remain ing two years for those 9 slots. Then as the Department of Health wou ld prepare the 
future budget, we would take into account what the budget message wou ld be, how many 
additional slots could be added at that time . But this wou ld fold the non-profit publ ic health 
funding along with the underserved dental loan repayment fund ing .  

Senator J .  Lee Asked if  i t  would be accurate in  the lower part where you've got 1-9 that the 
dentists include non-profit and public health . It k ind of looks l ike we' re not doing non-profit 
and publ ic health anymore.  

Brenda Weisz That is absolutely correct. It just takes a l l  the dentists , and puts them at a par 
p riority with the others. Yes. 

Senator Dever We have plenty of appl icants to use the slots. 

Brenda Weisz At the most we went back and looked at some h istorical appl ications we 
received up to 8 at a t ime, for dental loan repayment. We are not considering non-profit and 
publ ic health , those were always submitted separately and we a lways d id not have funding 
for that. It depended on the leg islative year whether we had received funding for non-profit 
and publ ic health . So the state program itself we have received up to 8 appl icants at a time 
du ring g iven years. 

Senator J. Lee Asked on page 1,  l ine 1 2, we say communities to cities. The conversation is 
that we d idn't want to l im it it to an incorporated city with more than 150 residents in the 
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defin ition of cities. But there are reg ional areas that are served by a dentist. We were trying 
to be inclusive . I thought we fixed that. She doesn't want it to confl ict with the other. So do 
we have an issue if one of them said cities and the other says areas? 

Senator Dever Was it this bi l l? I th ink we are talking in terms of areas? 

Rep. Hofstad We have gone back and forth with cities or communities. Commun ities is 
rea l ly a term that is real ly . not wel l  defined. Cities is wel l  defined in statute. It doesn't 
necessarily l imit us to the boundaries of the city. When looking at the size, our options are 
better as he sees it. We have debated that for qu ite a long time. He asked Brenda Weisz 
for advice. 

Brenda Weisz It is a d ifference of opinion with attorneys at leg islative council is what it 
comes down too . So the two House Bi l l  1396 the loan repayment for health professionals 
and th is bi l l  at one time mirrored one another with that language, then when the conference 
committee d isband a couple of days ago, now the language is d ifferent aga in .  It is one 
attorney versus another interpretation ,  but we were told that communities is not defined 
anywhere in code.  

Senator J .  Lee Wants I don't real ly care what word is  used . I just want to make sure that 
we're not going to have an appl ication that comes to somebody who is going to serve in a 
close to the tribal borders area that does not have a community with 150 people or city with 
1 50 people which is techn ically cal led a city, which is why we used areas. I don't care what 
word is it, I just want to make sure that we're not l imiting it in some way and so what I would 
just ask that whatever we might use here,  that we have clear defin ition of the fact that we 
don't wish to l imit it in any way based on boundaries of political subd ivisions, because that 
is what we are doing by saying cities. I agree commun ities have to have a defin ition .  But 
area seems more to work for our commun ity. 

Senator Dever On page 1 ,  l ine 1 3 , dentists who shal l  provide denta l  services in cities . Is 
that referring to the location of the dentist office or the community that i t  serves? It might 
be a dentist located in  Solen or Cannon Bal l ,  serves people from Fort Yates. 

Brenda Weisz A comment, whatever it would be more palatable for those applying and for 
the Health Counci l ,  I th ink the flexibi l ity that the Health Counci l has to do their job is what is 
important. What is important is for those who are applying that it is clear for them and the 
Health Counci l  to decide and then to rank those and g ive them priority. I think that is the 
intent of both the House and the Senate as wel l .  It is just finding the right word that wi l l  
accommodate that requ i rement. 

Senator J. Lee U .S .  Supreme court consideration that is coming up this summer about 
what the intent of the law is compared to what the words of the law actua l ly say on a h igher 
level than this one, maybe we l ike our words to say what we intend to have it  mean a lso. 
So I don't know how we figure that out if there is somebody who has a g reat idea. I th ink we 
should make it clear and we al l  would probably agree that we want the Health Council have 
the flexib i l ity to consider appl ications from any dentists who is wi l l ing to serve the 
underserved areas of the state . I know that we've used that phrase before somewhere ,  but 
I am not married to that phrase. But help me folks with how we say what we real ly want. 
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Rep. Hofstad S ince this is not going to be resolved today,  I would suggest that we revisit 
that term and make sure it is palatable for a l l. Let's revisit it. Come back with a solution .  

Senator Dever I was looking for bible verse that law ki l ls, but the spirit g ives l ife. We don 't 
want to ki l l  this trying to figt:Jre out the letter of the law. We wil l  have those further 
conversations and continue. 

Senator Dever adjourned. 
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Explanation or  reason for introduct 

A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit dental c l in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to p rovide for appl ication . 

M i n utes : 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 1 7 , 20 1 5  
at 1 0 :30am. 
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad , Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever ca l led the meeting to order. All members were p resent. 

Senator Dever ind icated that there were d iscussions that were going to take place out of 
the committee. 

Senator J. Lee had a thought this morning that section 1 1 ,  which we thought was a good 
idea from SB 2066, may have an adverse impact on Appletree dental which provides 
services in care in ski l led care faci lties in N D  and ch i ldren's dental services provides 
services to chi ldren in Fargo, West Fargo. And I do not what to have anyth ing that would 
be a barrier to that. 
She sent a qu ick message to some of the lobbyists. She was not concerned about the 
ownership part but she wanted to make it clear that those entities that are providing those 
services with supervising dentists who may not always be onsite , they wi l l  sti l l  provide 
services for the hard to serve. If  there is anything in  that section that would stop entities 
such as Appletree and ch i ldren's dental services from provid ing services, she would l ike to 
know about it. She made it quite clear she would not do that as leg is lative intent. 

Senator Dever ind icated that Mr. McDonald might have a comment. 

Jack McDonald , represents board of dental examiners .  I t  probably would not .  There is  a 
broad based provision at the very end of section 1 0  of the amendments , and it indicates 
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that we won't interfere with any kind of nonprofit operation and underserved popu lations. 
The board's intent would be to not interfere, we want these things to continue on .  He views 
this simi lar to Bridg ing the Denta l Gap in Bismarck, and doesn't think it wou ld i nterfere with 
that. 

Senator Dever 3 sessions ago, we addressed nonprofits under the denta l ownership law i n  
support of the Ronald McDonald bi l l  and found out that inadvertently, the nonprofit cl in ics 
had been in violation but that provision we passed took care of that. 

Jack McDonald is on the board , and they are the ones who supply the dentists for the 
Ronald McDonald care mobi le. 

Senator J. Lee is not confident that a l l  of these entities are not-for-profit; but her point is if 
entities such as that have figured out how to make it work, we should not be intruding on 
their abi l ity to thei r  work in  ND. If we are l imiting i t  to non-profits , we don't want to l imit the 
programs that are for-profit. 

Senator Dever stated that the language in subsection 2 says "or a board approved 
nonprofits ."  

Senator J .  Lee asked if  they would have to go to the board to get approved . 

Jack McDonald said they could amend section 2 to say board approved for-profit or non­
profit organ ization.  He also suggested a board approved or non-profit serving the dental 
needs of an underserved population . That way it would be clear that the operations 
described would be included and al l they would have to do is write a letter to the board and 
ask for approval .  

Senator Dever asked i f  the language under subsection 2 ,  the first part of that not a l low for a 
for-profit to be included in there.  

Jack McDonald noted that i t  says "or" .  The second part of that would take care of Senator 
J. Lee's concerns. 

Senator J. Lee said that Appletree dental has more than one site, one site is in Hawley, 
MN .  There are dentists involved with Appletree who certain ly supervise but they are not 
always on site when dental hyg ienist are there and it is the same situation with the schools 
and it works wel l .  However we write this, she wanted to ensure that the denta ls don't have 
to go through any hoops to do the work they are currently doing.  She said if we can make it 
extremely clear in the language that is brought forward , that it does not want to impede 
profit or not-for-profit organ izations.  She doesn't want them to have to get add itional 
approva l from the board if they don't already have it , she doesn't want it l imited to 
nonprofits, and she d idn't want the dentists to have to be on site . 

Jack McDonald said if the language read a board approved profit or nonprofit organization 
serving , that would mean that i t  was serving right now. He asked Senator J .  Lee if she 
thought that wouldn't cover the organ izations l ike Appletree. 
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Senator J .  Lee asked if we are we grandfathering someone in. 

Jack Mcdonald said he d idn 't th ink it was grandfathering in ,  but just approving that type of 
operation. He said he thought that Appletree would fit with i n  the last two sections. 

Senator Dever said that everyone here is interested in the same purpose as long as it is 
worded right. 

Representative Hofstad sees noth ing in  that language grandfathers anyone in  and it looks 
to me l ike the language says if someone is a nonprofit, they need to come to get board 
approval. 

Representative Oversen is not fami l iar with Appletree. Do they have a dental d i rector? 

Senator J. Lee they do have several dentists , but they are not a lways present when dental 
hyg ien ist present. She gave a personal example of a dental d i rected faci l ity that does not 
have a dentist on site every place ,  for example, schools. But they are working under the 
Dentist supervision. 

Jack McDonald said the intent of that section was to provide for those that we are talking 
about and if we need to reword it to make sure we bring it in, we'd certain ly be happy to do 
that. The intent was to cover the exact type of th ings we are talking about now and if it 
doesn't cover everything we are thinking about, then maybe we need to work on the 
word ing more.  The word ing probably doesn't g randfather them in .  

Representative Oversen said i f  the concern i s  that we don't have d i rect supervis ion , maybe 
we ought to be looking (b) and clarify that supervision need not be on site because if the 
only part in here that requ i res supervision of hygienists and it's not clear whether that's 
onsite or offsite , because the rest of it seems l ike that would be ok if we have dentists 
mainta in ing records and overseeing general practice. 

Senator Dever stated he suspected the standards of supervision define onsite and offsite. 

Representative Oversen said if that is the case, then there should n't be a problem. 

Representative Hofstad asked if they wil l  speak to the urgency of this particu lar section.  He 
asked what would happen if we wait unti l the next bienn ium to deal with th is. He asked Mr. 
McDonals to speak to the urgency of th is getting passed now. 

Jack McDonald said that wasn't an urgency, but is a matter that has caused concern in the 
past and it's mostly in the Fargo area and maybe in Grand Forks as wel l  where Minnesota 
dentists open up offices in North Dakota but never show up in N D  and they staff them with 
dental hygienists and they operate these offices and provide dental services. The board 
and consumers felt that if you have a dental office in Fargo, you should have a resident 
supervising dentist. As far as urgency, it is not a matter of l ife or death , it's just one of 
those things that's causing concern is that they are denta l  offices without dentists and it is 
m islead ing to consumers .  We want to rectify that situation but we wou ld l ike to see that 
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provision in ,  but it is not an urgent matter of l ife or death . He said he thought the language 
could be tweaked and make it work to fit the Appletree and other simi lar th ings. 

Senator Axness asked a question of the committee : is it of the agreement that we do look 
to add the language on this amendment because he would hate for the committee to have 
spent a couple conference committees talking about language in an amendment that's not 
in the bi l l  if we don't intend to fully adopt it rather than just ta lking about the b i l l  that is 
before us. He wanted to make sure that the committee is not getting into the weeds in 
something that isn't going to be placed in the bi l l. 

Senator Dever indicated that he expected the chairmans would meet. 

Senator J. Lee d iscussed that she d id talk with Rep.  Weisz. He would support the 
ownership provis ion at the time. She said it was a big issue if the committee messed up 
the language because Chi ldren's dental services does not have a dentist on site in  Fargo 
but it provides services to thousands of kids in  the metro area. Appletree does not have a 
resident dentist i n  Fargo,  theirs is in Hol ly and they are providing services in  both North 
Dakota and Minnesota . She said she didn't real ly care if the Board of Dental Examiners 
doesn't l ike it, because these services are desperately needed. They are supervised by 
dentists , but they are defin itely not supervised by dentists who are ful l  t ime occupying 
offices in North Dakota . We have heard about the need for these faci l ities and there are 
not enough denta l services going around.  She doesn't want to require them to have 
add itional  certification;  in visit ing with Representative Weisz, that is the one he supported 
and is wil l ing to ta lk about. But she can't go for that part un less that is extraord inary clear. 

Senator Dever asked if that only affected section 10 and asked about the other sections. 

Senator J. Lee ind icated they chatted mostly about section 1 0. She deferred to 
Representative Hofstad . 

Rep.  Hofstad's on ly comment was that from his perspective , he has not vetted the b i l l  to the 
point where he is comfortable with it. He said section 10 looked good , but with more 
d iscussion , he is not comfortable in jeopard izing the dental loan b i l l .  

Senator J .  Lee said that the House H uman Services committee never saw SB 2066. 

Rod St. Aubyn , Lobbyist, said that this is important to bring up at this point. He said he 
remembered vague statements of dental examiners and the statements d i rectly address 
the issue brought up by Senator J .  Lee. The statement was adopted on Apri l 6, 2015. He 
read the statement at (24:35) . 
He agrees to Mr. McDonald's proposed language. 

Levi Andrist, Lobbyist, provided a source of information .  If the committee wants to adopt 
section 10, he cou ld ta lk with Appletree and other dental services to make sure there is no 
concern . 
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Senator Dever said that it seems that without the amendments, we had conversations 
about commun ities or cities, and we had conversations about the 4 or 5 year. He asked if 
those have been resolved . 

Representative Hofstad said he recal led that was the point of d iscussion pertaining to cities 
or communities. Representative Oversen was going to do some brainstorming to see if 
there was better words .  

Senator Dever asked i f  at  the next meeting , the committee could come back with proposed 
amendments . 

Representative Oversen said looking at section 1, and how we define the dentists that we 
are looking at which includes services in  publ ic health cl in ic,  underserved popu lations, not 
for profit organ izations and in cities and state defined by the state health counci l .  
She read from page 5,  subsection 2, which rel ists those exact same thing as priorities. She 
wanted to clarify with cou nci l that we are not creating confl icting sections.  She said she 
would work on gett ing someth ing ready. 

Senator Dever asked regarding the 4 or 5 year th ing ,  if the committee was okay with the 
language in the b i l l .  

Representative Hofstad said the 5 year  repayment went with the $100,  000 repayment. I f  
you look at  the chart from Ms.  Weisz, the two go together. Certa in ly ,  i t  affords more 
opportun ities. 

Senator Dever asked regarding the proposed amendments if the committee wanted to look 
at them as a whole or in smal l  sections. 

Senator J. Lee said after vis iti ng with Representative Weisz, I think there are things from 
SB 2066 that should be in here and are not. She doesn't th ink it is fai r  in this conference 
committee to address a b i l l  that the House d id not hear. If the committee can get 
clarification on the Appletree issue and un less she knows there is no problem with those 
people, she wants noth ing from SB 2066 in SB 2205. 

Senator Dever said the committee would have those conversations and the conference 
committee wil l  be rescheduled . Representative Oversen wil l  meet with legislative council 
and he asked if Senator J. Lee could coord inate. 

Senator Dever adjourned the conference committee on SB 2205. 
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A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program ; relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in  public health and nonprofit dental cl in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 20, 20 1 5  
at 1 0 :00am . 
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad , Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever cal led the meeting to order and noted a l l  conference committee members 
are present. 

Senator Dever stated when we met last time , Senator J .  Lee was going to have some 
conversation regard ing her amendments and Representative Oversen was going to visit 
with others .  

Senator J .  Lee stated as she thought through th ings and d id homework, she 
recommended that it wou ld best not to amend in anyth ing from SB 2066. She also 
received a message from the Dental Board that they d idn't want anyth ing amended in 
either. Senator J .  Lee and Representative Oversen d id d iscuss the city/community 
word ing.  She referenced H B  1 396 language, in which the term was changed to "areas of 
the state."  The reason we were talking about the word ing is because if we were going to 
have someone who was going to provide services beyond city. You may have someone 
who will provide services who l ive in a bigger community, but for a day, a week or two days 
every other week working in a remote location . We wouldn't want to l im it by saying cities, 
and communities isn't defined . As an example, a dentist could l ive in Dickinson and travel 
out to a location if there was an office facil ity there ,  or perhaps a dental hyg ien ist to work in  
an area that has general  supervision by the dentist in  do ing someth ing .  
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Senator Dever referenced the places in the bi l l  with the word "cities" that wou ld need to be 
replaced . 

Representative Oversen ind icated she had met with Jenn ifer Clark in the Leg islative 
Counci l  office. The general  question was why are we focusing so much on the word "city" 
and the population of the city. All of the criteria comes down to the popu lation that the 
dentist is wi l l ing to serve , not so much where but who they are serving .  I n  the end , the city 
or area needs to have a defined need , wil l ing to serve publ ic health , underserved 
popu lation , or a non-profit cl inic. She would l ike the committee to consider removing where 
we have the popu lation base, because if the city has a defined need , the population doesn't 
matter. The reason we put in  that popu lation size language size language is we pu l led that 
from H B  1 396. But if you read th is, in selecting the cities for participation in the loan 
repayment program,  we are not selecting cities. It is not cities that are applying .  It is the 
dentist that applies. They have to define what popu lation they are wi l l ing to serve. So it 
doesn't make sense to have the city. The other program has a match , so it makes more 
sense to look at the city in  H B  1 396, because the city has some stake in that if they are 
provid ing a match . 

Senator Dever asked for clarification to remove subsection 1 of section 3 .  

Representative Oversen confirmed yes.  We wou ld end up having , under subsection 2 ,  
the criteria would be the number of dentists in  that area, access to  services, and then look 
at whether they are looking to serve in publ ic health , underserved popu lations, or non-profit 
cl inic. There were previously two programs - the general  dentist program and the non-profit 
program . But it seemed that the dentist program just ended up looking at underserved 
popu lations. If we remove the population guidel ines here ,  they can be trumped or put on 
the same level as those that wi l l  serve in a non-profit setting anyways . The very first 
sentence of the b i l l  that we changed in section 1 ,  the state health council identifies the city 
that has a defined need . So if we are looking at what the defined need is, that's our 
basel ine - there has to be a defined need , whether that's access or the number of dentists 
or a specialty practice. 

Senator Dever th inks we are a l l  in ag reement with what we want the program to do. We 
are looking to wordsmith to make sure it is clear. The State Health Counci l has a lot of 
experience and they are qual ified people to define that with in  what would be broad 
defin itions by the leg islature .  

Representative Hofstad agreed , as d id other committee members .  He stated we need to 
establ ish parameters so the Health Council has the flexibi l ity to work with in those 
parameters. As we craft that language, we need to set those parameters relatively loose 
so they can work with in them. We are all in agreement on what we are trying to do. 

Representative Oversen also talked about city or reg ion . Ms. Jennifer Clark's suggestion 
was "city or surround ing area, or both" ,  because you can then look at whether it is a city 
and surrounding area, or one or the other that has the defined need . She was comfortable 
with that language. She volunteered to work with Ms. Clark to draft amendments for this if 
the committee is interested . If it is commun ity or surrounding area, the Health Council has 
to be wi l l ing to define or interpret that, however they see fit. 
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Senator J.  Lee expressed her appreciation to Representative Oversen's work on this. She 
is very comfortable with the words,  "cities and surrounding a reas" because we al l recognize 
where we wanted to go.  S he sti l l  supports getting rid of the population d ivisions. She 
supports based on need , and it is a good suggestion .  

It was decided to see the d raft language before making fina l  decisions. Senator Dever 
asked Rep resentative Oversen to work with the intern , Femi ,  a nd with Jennifer Clark. 

Senator Dever adjourned the meeting .  



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

H u man Services Comm ittee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2205 
4/20/20 1 5  

26287 

D Subcommittee 

lz;J Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 
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A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program;  relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in  publ ic health and nonprofit dental clin ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 20 , 2015 
at 4 :30 pm. ' 
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad , Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever cal led the meeting to order. All members were present. 

Representative Oversen provided proposed amendment (Attach #1 ). She is unsure what 
version Jennifer Clark at Leg islative Council amended as the proposed amendment l i nes 
are not match ing up with the 1001 version .  

Senator Dever ind icated that that .0 1 004 ind icates i t  is  amendments to the . 1 000 version .  

Representative Oversen ind icated the changes were "cities" to "cities or surrounding 
areas, or both" as mentioned this morn ing .  The heart of the changes are on the second 
page of the amendment. If you look in  the paragraph ,  where you are changing on page 3, 
l ines 1 4  through 21 . We put the two sections together. There is a section that describes 
the defined need for dental services. We separately defined the cities el ig ible for 
participation . We put those two together under the head ing of, the Health Council shall 
establ ish criteria to be used in selecting qual ified dentists and in identifying cities or 
surrounding areas or  both that have a defined need for services. This was then broke out 
in (a) through (d) ,  which you see is the n umber of dentists already provid ing dental services 
in the city, access to denta l  services, how the dentist wi l l  provide services in publ ic health 
cl in ic, with the practice focus on u nderserved popu lation ,  or nonprofit cl in ic, and the dentist 
tra in ing in general  dentistry or a specialty in to which essential services are needed. So we 
took a l l  of the areas that we had identified as needs and put them into one section , so it 
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real ly streaml ined the b i l l  into that one paragraph ,  with the overal l  goal being that the 
Health Counci l has the flexibi l ity to put these dentists wherever the defined need is at, be 
that in public health setting or specialty practice or where there is an underserved 
population. 

Representative Oversen suggested that on page 2 of the amendments, letter (c) under 
that paragraph , there is an  "and" - she thinks it may need to be an "or" .  The conference 
committee d iscussed and decided it should remain "or" so they look at a l l  the criteria .  
Representative Oversen agreed . 

Representative Oversen stated the last section 3 and 4 are language that they hadn't 
touched , or conversed in  their committee. 

Senator Dever ind icated that section 3 it changes the funding from $80 ,000 to $1 00,000, 
and section 4 it changes from four  years to five years .  So it incorporates those House 
amendments into because we wi l l  be reced ing the House amendments and further 
amend ing.  

A request was made for a marked-up version of the bi l l  that included the amendments. 

Chairman Judy Lee expressed her appreciation for Representative Oversen's work on 
this .  We are headed in a d i rection that we talked about before .  She trusts the Health 
Counci l  to make good decisions about this. They have in the past and she th inks they' l l  
consider the size of the community as i t  says and what the needs might be .  

Senator Dever asked i f  there are any points in  the amendments that we need to discuss. 

There was d iscussion about the amendments fitting into the copy of the version that was 
before the members .  The proposed amendments in attachment #1 does not match up with 
the printed bi l l  before the committee. 

The marked up b i l l  with proposed amendments was distributed (attach #2) . 

(Record ing time check 11 :59) 

Senator Dever noted that the Senate Human Services Committee did not amend SB 2205 
at a l l ,  so a l l  amendments came from the House. 

Senator J .  Lee suggested that the committee look again to consider the struck out 
language, for practicing at least two fu l l  days a week at a public health cl inic or in a non­
profit dental cl inic, and so forth . She thinks there needs to be some criteria for that less­
reimbursed practice for this particu lar thing . She is comfortable with section 2 (page 3, l ine 
23). She thinks we need to keep the part with the exception of the part about the 1 5  mi les 
from l i nes 17 through 20 as wel l .  

Representative Becker asked to be enl ightened . His recol lection when we were talking 
about this was that the bi l l  referred to al l  dentists, specialty and otherwise. When read ing 
section 2, number 2 and number 3 refer only to specia lty training (page 3 ,  l i nes 8-1 0) .  
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What was taken out was a dentist who is selected to receive loan repayment funds under 
this chapter (a) appl ies to any dentist, but 2 and 3 are specific that they have to be 
g raduate specialty tra in ing .  He is not sure if that was why i t  was crossed out, or there was 
no need . The whole section appl ies to any dentist. He is confused h imself on that. 

Senator Dever indicated that since the language is struck out in black, it is how the bi l l  was 
introd uced . 

Chairman Judy Lee asked if that would have been as an incentive, when you look at the 
whole th ing ,  and she agrees with the specialty part but the other thing is, may not have 
practiced in the state for 3 years preced ing the appl ication . Was that intended to be a 
recru itment tool for people who are out of state to come in? Another words ,  they are going 
to be new g rad uates,  and since we don't have dental school .  She th inks as long as we 
don't proh ibit somebody who has been l iving out-of-state from com ing i n .  We've el iminated 
a l l  of the criteria ,  and that is a concern . 

Representative Hofstad ind icated that was existing code that was struck in the orig inal  
b i l l .  Chairman J u dy Lee added there was add itional language that was struck from the 
House. 

Representative Oversen ind icated that the section that Chairman Judy Lee referred to, 
subsection 3 on page 3 ,  deal ing with those who are close to a larger city but who are 
accepting a Med icaid or working for public hea lth , it could easily be tacked on as a 
subsection to what we reduced , so that we sti l l  have the focus on areas identified by need . 
But if you are going to practice in  Bismarck, Fargo, or Grand Forks, you have to be wi l l ing 
to serve these specific needs. We could leave it  where it  is or put it immediately after the 
language that was added . Representative Oversen th inks it is fine staying in ,  and it gets to 
the intent of what we've been d iscussing . 

The committee considered putting the language back in .  They decided to get more input 
from this, includ ing ta lking to someone from the Health Council (Senator Howard Anderson ,  
Jr .  i s  on the counci l ) ,  and sched ule another meeting . 

Chairman Judy Lee asked that the committee also think about whether we want those 
requ i rements that are on page 3, l ines 1 7  through 25, which req u i re two work days or 
20, 000 for med ical assistance,  and d iscuss when we come back. There should be a way to 
integrate that with the new language. The committee d iscussed the pages and l ine 
numbers.  

Senator Dever adjourned the meeting . 
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Explanation or reason for introducf 

A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program; relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit denta l  clin ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : Attachments: nla 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on April 21, 2015 
at 10:30 am.  
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad,  Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever cal led the meeting to order; a l l  members are present. 

Senator Dever reminded the committee that the committee had looked at amendments 
. 01004 on Apri l 20th , 2015 and d iscussed removing language on page 3 .  

Representative Hofstad said as  we crafted the amendments , and  as  Representative 
Oversen has brought them to us; I th inks they are met to cast a wide net and give the 
Health Counci l  a g reat deal latitude. I am wi l l ing to go through the items that were deleted . 
He said he is amendable to include the items if Senate has interest. 

Chairman Judy Lee said if Representative Hofstad and other committee members could 
review even the page 2 changes, because they took everything out about the loan 
repayment plan and she supports the city size change. She said she thought it was 
important to not be too hasty and she d idn't think it would take too long to do that. I n  
looking a t  it again ,  she th inks we have to look a t  the qualifications of the dentist. 

Chairman J udy Lee asked Representative Hofstad to start on page 2, l ine 1. 

Representative Hofstad deferred to Chairman Judy Lee to identify the language she would 
l ike to keep in  the bi l l .  



Senate Human Services Committee 
SB 2205 
04/2 1 /20 1 5 
Page 2 

Chairman Judy Lee said she d idn't see anything that was a problem. She reviewed the 
struck out language. She d idn't see anything bad about any of that struck out language so 
she would l ike it reinstated. 

Representative Oversen ind icated that she had the same heartburn when they removed 
language in H B  1396. She agreed that it seemed like they were removing language that 
may be necessary. 

Senator Dever explained the question to Mr. Jerma. He asked what the health counci l  
needed authority on to make the program work as i t  should . 

Jerry Jerma, Hospita l Association , said when they take a look at an appl ication , they want 
to know where the dentist is going to serve. Then we look at the physicians, we want to 
know if they come out of an  accredited school, do they have a l icense in ND, where have 
they been practicing (out of state, etc.) .  He said when he went through the bi l l ;  a number of 
criteria that is crossed out are things that we look at anyway. 

Senator Dever asked if M r. Jerma had more appl icants than resources . 

Jerry Jerma ind icated yes .  He said there are a number of appl icants that the Health 
Counci l  did not look at. He deferred to Brenda Weisz. 

Brenda Weisz, Department of Health , said the department has seen up to 8 applicants that 
wi l l  come i n  under the regu lar  dental loan repayment program. In  the past, the department 
has only had 3 slots. The language that had been struck and continues to be struck is the 
piece on page 2 that refers to if they have practiced in the last 3 years they are not el igible 
for loan repayment. 

Senator Dever indicated that there is language to that effect on page 3 .  

Jerry Jerma said when the Health Council took a look a t  the el ig ib i l ity of the ind ivid ua l ;  they 
do take a look at what the loan is, how much they are asking for, and their credentia ls. 

Representative Hofstad reworded the question to say that the language has g iven the 
Health Counci l  a great deal of latitude and authority. Do we need to craft language to make 
it more specific or are you comfortable with the language as is? 

Jerry Jerma said he is comfortable with the flexibi l ity if the state health counci l has the 
authority to do that. I f  the criteria are assumed that they wil l  be from an accred ited college 
of dentistry, that they have a l icense and are able to practice in ND .  Mr. Jerma did think it 
had to be in language or statute. He wanted to know if they could g ive loans to someone 
who went to school in a foreign country that doesn't meet standards and qual ifications. 

Senator Dever said one of the reasons he asked the question of whether the Health 
Counci l has more appl icants than resources, it seemed to him if that's the case, then that 
narrows the field that you are going to accept. The ones that you wil l  fund wil l  obviously 
more fit the criteria .  
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Jerry Jerma ind icated that the Health Council had had more appl ications than they had 
money for. 

Senator Dever asked Senator Howard Anderson, J r. to the pod ium for his perspective. 

Senator Dever asked h im if we are providing the latitude but also enough d i rection . 

Senator Howard Anderson ,  J r. ,  member of health counci l ,  summarized - if you give that 
responsibi l ity to the health cou nci l ,  it should be adequate. More information that defines 
where you want them to practice is recommended . 
He gave a n  example based on current criteria .  If you g ive the health council flexibi l ity but 
where they should serve, that is what they need . 

Senator Dever asked if based on current law, you wou ld sti l l  make the same determination 
if the language was struck out. 

Senator Howard Anderson ,  J r. confirmed that. He said he d idn't th ink  the contracts were 
particu larly necessary because the health council is going to make a contract anyway. 
People aren't restricted from applying from the dental loan program.  

Chairman Judy Lee d i rected the committee to the first section on page 2 which talks about 
the requirements for the health counci l .  She said you have it in there anyways so it doesn't 
need to be there.  
She then d i rected the committee to page 3 ,  which dea lt with the requ i rements for the 
dentists. She said she didn't th ink  it was a bad thing to have those requirements in statute. 
We have taken out cities because we think the counci l can figu re out the areas of need. 
She asked what kind of criteria the bi l l  needed the page 3 that would be specific to the 
dentist. 

Senator Howard Anderson ,  J r. said one of the things he sees here is the dentist's 
wi l l ingness to accept medicare and Med icaid patients and that's been one of the criteria 
looked at in the past. He said there has been a problem with dentists not accepting 
Med icaid patients at a l l  so the Health Council asks them to commit to a certain n umber of 
Med icaid patients in a year. He said that has been helpful and if the committee wou ld l ike 
to keep that, it would be important for the health council to know. As far as graduating in 
one year, he thought the language should be taken out because of someone is working in 
another  state and decides to come to ND ,  they should be encouraged to do that. 
He said if the committee leaves the language broad , the health council will have to 
estab l ish the criteria and they can do that. 
He gave some examples of the health cou ncil interpreting the criteria d ifferently. 

Senator Axness said looking at page 3, l ine 22 and 23, in regard to the medical payments. 
He said if Senator Anderson thought the Medicaid population is u nderserved , if the criteria 
of these dentists providing the services would be covered or if the language should be in 
there specifical ly addressing received dental med ical  payments of at least $20 ,000. 

Senator Howard Anderson, J r. said he thought that the language was adequate, but the 
$20 ,000 may be problematic with the price of dental services going up .  
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Senator Dever said that language only appl ies to dentists practicing i n  Bismarck, Fargo, 
Grand Forks, and Minot and that the whole purpose of the program was to encourage rural 
dentistry. 

Senator Howard Anderson, Jr .  agreed regard ing the underserved popu lation and said 
those kinds of patients may a lso be underserved in Fargo and Bismarck but the health 
council can establ ish criteria. It is helpfu l to know what the intentions a re. 

Chairman Judy Lee said one of the other subsections says if they are working for a not-for­
profit or a public cl inic, they need to work 2 days per week. She asked for the response to 
the language and asked if that g ives enough i nformation for the health counci l .  

Senator Howard Anderson , Jr. said that has been recently d iscussed at the counci l ;  we d id 
say we wanted them to work fu l l  time and they are working fu l l-t ine as a dentist but serving 
those patients in one of those areas at least 2 days a week--so that language is helpfu l .  
The health counci l  holds them to that, i f  they don't do that, they don't get the money. 

Senator Dever indicated that some of the specifics are included in the new language added 
by the House on the bottom of page 3 and the top of page 4 in a more genera l  sense. 

Senator Howard Anderson ,  Jr. said that the language summarizes what we have been 
talking about in the excluded language earlier but it does not offer specifics. He said the 
health council in the past has relied on looking specifically at leg islative intent. If you don't 
have specific intent, then the health council wi l l  establ ish by rule or pol icy their own criteria. 

Representative Becker said there used to be reasons why the word ing was scratched out. 
We have reiterated and we reviewed it again today and we are up to page 5. He said the 
committee was hoping for a conclusion today and asked if the committee cou ld agree that 
everyth ing has been covered and they cou ld move to page 5.  

Senator Dever ind icated that what is on page 5 is to change language, so there is no issue. 

Cha irman Judy Lee said she sti l l  th inks it is important to have some min imum criteria. She 
is comfortable with deletions on page 2, and she thinks the health cou nci l  wil l be fine. But 
she would l ike the Medicare and Med icaid . She th inks it would be okay to leave practice 
dentistry i n  ND.  She thinks it should stay that they work 2 days min imum in major 
metropolitan areas. 

Representative Hofstad said he is comfortable if that language needs to be inserted in  the 
b i l l .  

The other representatives agreed . 

Senator Dever said looking at the removed language on l ines 1 7-page 3 .  He said it may 
now appropriately fit on page 4 ,  fol lowing section 2. Now the heading for section 2 begins 
on l ine 25. 
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Chairman J udy Lee asked if Senator Dever was interested in  looking at the possibi l ity of 
reinserting the information about 2 ful l  work days after the subsection on page 4 .  

Senator Dever confirmed that. 

Representative H ofstad asked for clarification about section 4, sub b, adding the language 
of practice at least two ful l  work d ays per week. 

Senator Dever confirmed and made reference to subsection a and restoring subsection 3 .  

C hairman J udy Lee asked whether the committee shou ld l imit i t  to Bismarck, Fargo and 
G rand Forks. 

Senator Dever said the committee cou ld have it redrafted and meet again. 

Representative Oversen i n  reference to Bismarck, Fargo and Grand Forks, said if the 
committee puts the requirements that they a re taking Medicaid or working in  the publ ic 
health cl in ic, that m ig ht l imit rural  areas that don't have a publ ic health clin ic so she thought 
that's why it was focusing on larger cities so they are not just opening general practice in  
larger cities. 

Representative H ofstad asked that it be redrafted. 

Senator Dever clarified that it needed to be redrafted to include the language on l ines 17-
25. 

Senator Dever assigned the redrafting to Jennifer Clark .  

Representative Oversen asked i f  there should be clarification that they needed to  be 
l icensed i n  N D .  

Senator Dever Said i t  was not necessary. 

Senator Dever adjourned the meeting on SB 2205. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of b i l l/resolution:  

A bi l l  relating to the dentists' loan repayment program ; relating to the loan repayment 
program for dentists in publ ic health and nonprofit dental cl in ics and new practice grants for 
dentists; and to provide for appl ication .  

M i n utes : ttach #1: Proposed amendment 

The fol lowing conference committee members were present for SB 2205 on Apri l 22, 20 1 5  

at 9 :30am . 
Senator Dever, Senator J .  Lee, Senator Axness 
Representative Hofstad , Representative Rich Becker, Representative Oversen 

Senator Dever cal led the meeting to order. All members are present. 

Representative Oversen distributed marked up bi l l  with proposed amendment (attach #1 ) .  

Representative Oversen reviewed the amendments. On page 3 going to page 4, we 
added the language that was specifical ly d iscussed . Jennifer Clark,  from Legislative 
Counci l ,  d id change the Bismarck, Grand Forks, and Fargo references to the three largest 
cities, to avoid putting specific cities in code. We d iscussed changing that to the four 
largest cities, which wou ld include Minot. She brings that to the committee for 
consideration and d iscussion .  

Representative Becker th inks it might b e  a good idea to add a 4th largest city, but we are 
getting close to the population base of 5 and 6,  and there could be a sh ift in population .  His 
suggestion was to leave it the way it is. 

Senator Dever q uestioned if the reason they l isted the cities, Fargo,  Bismarck and Grand 
Forks , is because they had non-profit cl in ics. 

Representative Oversen ind icated that Ms. Clark noted that if we have the three largest 
cities, the expectation wi l l  be that the Health Council wi l l  denote that if you come into the 
program with those being the three largest cities, your  contract won't change if the 
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population shifts, so that one city boots out the other. We don't put that in code, but that 
was her understanding of how they would contract out any loan or repayment option. 

Chairman Judy Lee discussed the population of West Fargo. It is part of the metropolitan 
area of Fargo, so area may be better. 

Representative Oversen indicated the bill states within 15 miles of the largest cities, so it 
is the surrounding areas of the largest cities. West Fargo and Mandan would be included 
in the definition. 

The committee decided to not name the cities. Keeping it with the 15 mile radius allows for 
the metropolitan area. 

Representative Oversen moved the HOUSE RECEDE from House amendments for SB 
2205 and further amend as follows, using 15.0818.01005. The motion was seconded by 
Senator Axness. 

Discussion 
Becker validated that we were working from the 15.0818.01005 version and leaving the 
language as stated. Confirmed. 

Roll Call Vote 
Senators: ~Yes, Q No, Q Absent 
Representatives: ~Yes, Q No, Q Absent. 
Motion passes 6-0-0. 

Senator Dever will carry SB 2205 to the Senate floor. 
Representative Oversen will carry SB 2205 to the House floor. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1316-1319 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 1470-1473 of the House Journal and that Senate Bill No. 2205 be amended 
as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, remove ", 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "43-28.1-04" with "43-28.1-05, 43-28.1-08, and 43-28.1-09" 

Page 1, line 3, after "43-28.1-01 .1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04, '! 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11, replace "to communities" with "in cities or surrounding areas, or both." 

Page 1, line 11 , after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a defined 
need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11 , remove "Subject to the" 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding, the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert ", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population," 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21, overstrike "Dentist selection - Eligibility for loan repayment" and insert 
immediately thereafter "Criteria" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site." 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 
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Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, remove "~" 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council 
shall establish criteria to be used in selecting qualified dentists and in identifying cities 
or surrounding areas, or both, that have a defined need for dental services. The criteria 
must include consideration of: 

a. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city or 
surrounding areas, or both: 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area: 

c. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic, a 
practice with a focus on an underserved population, or a nonprofit 
dental clinic: and 

s;L The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and 
the extent to which such services are needed in the identified city or 
surrounding areas, or both. 

2. For purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment under this chapter who 
practices within fifteen miles (24.14 kilometers] of the city limits of one of 
the three largest cities in the state. to qualify to receive a yearly 
disbursement under this chapter during that year of obligated service, the 
dentist must have: 

g_,_ Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand dollars 
in the form of medical assistance reimbursement: or 

~ Practiced at least two full workdays per week at a public health clinic 
or at a nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill the 
nonprofit dental clinic's patients. 
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3. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria." 

Page 3, remove lines 22-31 

Page 4, replace lines 1 through 14 with: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who 
has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment 
of any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment 
must be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to 
receive loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding balance of the 
dentist's education loans with applicable interest, or ~one hundred thousand 
dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used to satisfy other 
service obligations under similar programs. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-08. Payment. 

The state health council may not provide any loan repayment funds to a dentist 
under this chapter until the dentist has practiced at least six months on a full-time basis 
in the selected communitycity or surrounding areas, or both, the state health council 
has identified as having a defined need for dental services. Loan repayment funds for a 
year of obligated service are payable by the state health council no later than the end 
of the fiscal year in which the dentist completes the year of obligated service. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, 
or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' 
educational loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an 
expansion of the program beyond the tRree dentists contemplated by this chapter, the 
entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a period of fffiff:five years. The council 
may contract with any public or private entity and may expend any moneys available to 
the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All money 
received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 
continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of additional dentists' educational loans." 

Page 4, line 15, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Page 4, line 17, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Renumber accordingly 
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Date: Click here to enter a date. 
Roll Call Vote #: "Enter Vote #" 

2015 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2205 

Senate "Enter committee name" Committee 
Action Taken D SENATE accede to House Amendments 

D SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend 
D HOUSE recede from House amendments 
D HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows 

D Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and a new 
committee be appointed 

Motion Made by: ----------- Seconded by: 

Senators 15 16 17 Yes No Representatives 15 16 17 Yes No 

Sen. Dever x x x Rep. Hofstad x x x 
Sen. J. Lee x x x Rep. Rich Becker x x x 
Sen. Axness x x x Rep. Oversen x x x 

Total Senate Vote Total Rep. Vote 

Vote Count Yes: No: Absent: ----- ----- -----

Senate Carrier House Carrier 

LC Number of amendment 

LC Number of engrossment 
---------~ 

Emergency clause added or deleted 

Statement of purpose of amendment 
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2015 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2205 

Senate "Enter committee name" Committee 
Action Taken D SENATE accede to House Amendments 

D SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend 
D HOUSE recede from House amendments 
D HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows 

D Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and a new 
committee be appointed 

Motion Made by: 
~~~~~~~~~~-

Seconded by: 

Senators 20a 20p 21a Yes No Representatives 20a 20p 21a Yes No 

Sen. Dever x x x Rep. Hofstad x x x 
Sen. J. Lee x x x Rep. Rich Becker x x x 
Sen . Axness x x x Rep. Oversen x x x 

Total Senate Vote Total Rep. Vote 

Vote Count Yes: No: Absent: 

Senate Carrier House Carrier 

LC Number of amendment 

LC Number of engrossment 
~~~~~~~~~~-

Emergency clause added or deleted 

Statement of purpose of amendment 



2015 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2205 

Senate "Enter committee name" Committee 
Action Taken D SENATE accede to House Amendments 

Date: 4/22/2015 
Roll Call Vote #: 1 

D SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend 
D HOUSE recede from House amendments 
1:8:1 HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows 

D Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and a new 
committee be appointed 

Motion Made by: _R_e~p_. _O_v_e_rs_e_n ______ Seconded by: _S_e_n_. _A_xn_e_s_s ______ _ 

Senators 22 Yes No Representatives 22 Yes No 

Sen . Dever x x Rep. Hofstad x x 
Sen. J. Lee x x Rep. Rich Becker x x 
Sen. Axness x x Rep. Oversen x x 

Total Senate Vote 3 0 Total Rep. Vote 3 0 

Vote Count Yes: 6 No: 0 Absent: 0 

Senate Carrier _S_e_n_._O_e_v_e_r ______ House Carrier _R_e~p_._O_v_e_rs_e_n _____ _ 

LC Number 15.0818.01005 of amendment 

LC Number Title 03000 of engrossment 
----------

Emergency clause added or deleted 

Statement of purpose of amendment 
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
SB 2205: Your conference committee (Sens. Dever, J. Lee, Axness and Reps. Hofstad, 

Rich S. Becker, Oversen) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from the House 
amendments as printed on SJ pages 1316-1319, adopt amendments as follows , and 
place SB 2205 on the Seventh order: 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1316-1319 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 1470-1473 of the House Journal and that Senate Bill No. 2205 be 
amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, remove ", 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "43-28.1-04" with "43-28.1-05, 43-28.1-08, and 43-28 .1-09" 

Page 1, line 3, after "43-28.1-01 .1" insert" , 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1 -04," 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11 , replace "to communities" with "in cities or surrounding areas, or both," 

Page 1, line 11 , after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a 
defined need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11, remove "Subject to the" 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding, the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population," 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21 , overstrike "Dentist selection - Eligibility for loan repayment" and insert 
immediately thereafter "Criteria" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site." 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 

(1) DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_cfcomrep_73_003 
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Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Module ID: s_cfcomrep_73_003 

Insert LC: 15.0818.01005 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, remove "~" 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council 
shall establish criteria to be used in selecting qualified dentists and in identifying 
cities or surrounding areas, or both, that have a defined need for dental services. 
The criteria must include consideration of: 

§,. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city 
or surrounding areas. or both; 

Q,. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area; 

.Q.,. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic, a 
practice with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit 
dental clinic; and 

Q,_ The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and 
the extent to which such services are needed in the identified city or 
surrounding areas. or both. 

£. For purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment under this chapter 
who practices within fifteen miles [24.14 kilometers) of the city limits of 
one of the three largest cities in the state. to qualify to receive a yearly 
disbursement under this chapter during that year of obligated service, the 
dentist must have: 

a. Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand 
dollars in the form of medical assistance reimbursement; or 

Q,. Practiced at least two full workdays per week at a public health clinic 
or at a nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill 
the nonprofit dental clinic's patients. 
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.1. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria." 

Page 3, remove lines 22-31 

Page 4, replace lines 1 through 14 with : 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist 
who has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the 
repayment of any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of 
repayment must be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is 
eligible to receive loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding 
balance of the dentist's education loans with applicable interest, or ~ne 
hundred thousand dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used 
to satisfy other service obligations under similar programs. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-08. Payment. 

The state health council may not provide any loan repayment funds to a 
dentist under this chapter until the dentist has practiced at least six months on a 
full -time basis in the selected communitycity or surrounding areas, or both , the state 
health council has identified as having a defined need for dental services. Loan 
repayment funds for a year of obligated service are payable by the state health 
council no later than the end of the fiscal year in which the dentist completes the 
year of obligated service. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any cond itional or unconditional gift, 
grant, or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' 
educational loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an 
expansion of the program beyond the tfl.ree dentists contemplated by this chapter, 
the entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a period of fooffive years. The 
council may contract with any publ ic or private entity and may expend any moneys 
available to the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All 
money received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 
continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of additional dentists' educational loans." 

Page 4, line 15, after "43-28.1-01 .1" insert" , 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Page 4, line 17, after "43-28.1-01 .1" insert" , 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Renumber accordingly 

SB 2205 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 
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Testimony -Senate Bil l  2205 

Senate Human Services Committee 

January 20, 20 1 5  

Bridging the Dental Gap and ND Oral Health Coal ition 

My name is Marcia Olson. I am the Executive Director of Bridging the Dental 

Gap in B ismarck. We are a non-profit dental clinic providing services to low 

income and Medicaid patients. I am also the current President of the ND Oral 

Health Coalition. I am here today to speak in favor of Senate Bi l l  2205 . 

Senate Bi l l 2205 makes changes to Chapter 43-28 . 1  of the Century Code on 

Dentists ' Student Loan Repayment. Over the years this section has been confusing 

for the dentists, the legislators and the people that have had to administer it. The 

original statute provided loans only to dentists will ing to practice in a rural setting. 

Then a section on New Practices was added in 2007 with its own guidel ines and 

payment amou11t including matching dollars from the community. In  2009 a 

section was added for loan repayment to dentists that practice in public health or 

non-profit cl inics. I t  also had its own guidel ines and payment amounts. In  order 

to provide for these repayments, each of the parts had to be funded separately each 

biennium. Many times when I spoke with legislators about funding the non-profit 

cl inic student loan program, they thought the funding was already there. But it was 

not. In the 20 1 1 session no funding was allotted for dentists that serve those in the 

most need, North Dakota' s  low income population. Funding for Dental Student 

Loan Repayment is imperative for non-profit dental clinics. It is a useful tool to 

attract dentists since the non-profits cannot compete with private practice in wages. 

I n  the 20 1 3  legislative session, funding was restored to the program thanks to 

efforts by Senator Lee. 

The interim Health Services Committee heard testimony from Mary Amundson 

from UND about the need to consolidate Student Loan Repayment programs and 

she made a number of suggestions about doing so. Her testimony reflected on al l 

loan repayment programs - dental, physician, nurse practitioner, veterinarian etc. 

However since we are part of the dental field, it seemed prudent to only make 

changes to that area that most effects our professions. 

Additional ly the UND Center for Rural Health also provided testimony 

recommending changes be made to the loan repayment program. Their 4th 



recommendation reads : "Create a system to promote dentistry professions among 

state residents, and encourage practice in North Dakota through a consol idated 

loan repayment program and partnership/student spots at schools of dentistry." 

The ND Department of Health recognizing Mary Amundson' s efforts did put forth 

a smal l wording change as part of the Department 's  budgeting which is being 

heard in House Appropriations in HB 1 004. That wording was incorporated into 

the language that we have suggested. In the current Department of Health budget 

there i s  funding for both sections of the Dental Student Loan Repayment programs. 

In S B2205 many parts of Ms. Amundson' s recommendations have been included. 

S B  2205 seeks to combine the Non-profit loan repayment and the rural loan 

repayment into one plan.  The number of dentists funded is  dependent on the 

amount allocated by the legislature rather than a set number of students. The 

selection of individuals to receive the repayment i s  sti l l  under the j urisdiction of 

the Health Council who determines the priority of need. Individuals can practice 

in rural setting or in non-profit cl inic or be of a specialty area that is needed in the 

state. The New Practice loan repayment is being deleted. It  has not been used for 

a number of years. One other change that this makes is to require al l dentists to 

have a 4 year commitment. Under the current programs, the rural dentists were 

required to do a 4 year and the non-profit cl inics only 3 .  There would be additional 

funds available to the non-profit practitioner for that extra year and funding would 

be spread out more. Currently the maximum pay out for the rural setting is 

$80,000 and for the non-profit dentist it is  $60,000 over the period of the contract. 

This would make them equal in years and dol lar amount. 

The bil l  is sti l l  budget neutral since there is no specific number of loans being 

given, instead the number of loans is l imited to the amount budgeted by the 

legislature. - This was part of the wording change that was also recommended by 

the Department of Health . 

I would urge the passage of this consolidated statute and I would be happy to 

answer anv a uestions. 



• Senate Human Services Committee 

January 2 0, 2 0 1 5  

Testimony- Senate Bill No. 2 2 05 

North Dakota Dental Association Brent L Holman DDS 

Chairperson Lee, and members of the Committee, my name is Dr  Brent L Holman 

and I am Executive Director of the North Dakota Dental Association. The North 

Dakota Dental Association supports Senate Bill 2205. 

Since the inception of the first dental loan repayment program, different pieces have 

been added and modified with different sources of funding so that currently 

• applicants as well as those that administer the programs have difficulty 

understanding them. Simplification is needed. It has also been a concern that if 

eligibility was simplified and standardized that it would better serve the goal of 

targeting funds to applicants that best satisfy the three goals: 1) working in non-

profit safety-net clinics, 2) working in rural areas, and 3) serving low-income 

patients, particularly Medicaid patients. 

Loan repayment also has marketing value in that newly licensed dentists are enticed 

to consider North Dakota when doing their research about locations when they hear 

' 
about loan repayment. It contributed greatly to the increase in North Dakota kids in 

dental schools around the country back in the first decade of the new millennium . 

• 



Also, these programs are absolutely critical to maintain an adequate workforce in 

safety-net clinics. 

Please vote DO PASS on SB 2205. Thanks for your consideration. 

• 

• 

• 



• CHAD 
Community HealthCare 
Association of the Dakotas 

�fly 
S ;J 7.J-tJ s- tJ1/uj/3' 
J tt  22 /2'0 

Testimony of Dana Schaar J a hn e r, Com m u n ity HealthCare Association of the Dakotas 

To Senate H u m a n  Services Committee in  Support of SB 2205 

Tuesd ay, January 20, 2015 

I am Dana  Schaar  J ahner, represent ing the Commun ity Hea lthCa re Associat ion of the 

Dakotas (CHAD},  and I wou ld  l i ke to speak on behalf of comm u n ity hea lth centers in  support of 

Senate B i l l  2205.  

CHAD works with its  commun ity hea lth center (CHC) members and other commun ity 

leaders to fi n d  so l ut ions  for improving hea lth care options in a reas of the Dakotas that a re 

underserved . Com m u n ity hea lth centers offer a un ique  model  with p roven resu lts for h igh­

qua l ity, cost-effective care customized to benefit the patient and com m u n it ies being served .  

There a re fou r  commun ity hea lth centers with 13 c l in ic  s ites i n  North  Dakota :  Coa l  

Cou ntry Com m u n ity Hea lth Centers based in  Beu lah ,  Fami ly Hea lthCa re Center based in Fa rgo, 

• North l and  Com m u n ity Hea lth Center based in  Turtle Lake, and  Va l ley Com mun ity Hea lth 

Centers based in  Northwood. In add it ion, Commun ity Hea lth Service I nc .  p rovides pr imary 

hea lth ca re services for m igrant workers and  their  fami l ies at mu lt ip le  sites, i nc lud ing  G rafton 

a n d  Moorhead,  M i n n esota .  

• 

Three com m u n ity hea lth centers provide dental  services in  the com m u n it ies of Fa rgo, 

Gra n d  Forks, M i n ot, a n d  Tu rt le  Lake. These c l in ics serve patients with or without insurance and  

rega rd less of the i r  a b i l ity to pay. Denta l services a re afford a b le, and  d iscounts a re offered 

based on a s l id ing  fee program to people who qua l ify. 

Services offered inc lude d ental  exams and  clean ings, denta l  x-ray, f luoride treatments 

a n d  sea l ants, cavity fi l l i ngs, replacements and crowns, extract ions, root cana ls, per iodontal  

ca re, and emergent dental  care.  I n  2013, the latest data ava i lab le  to CHAD, com m u n ity health 

centers saw 9,878 denta l  pat ients for a tota l  of 23,680 denta l vis its. 

CHAD a n d  the commun ity hea lth centers support SB 2205 because it standard izes the 

denta l  loan repayment program and maximum award amount ($80,000},  regard less of whether 

or not the dent ist works i n  p rivate practice or a publ ic hea lth or  nonprofit denta l  hea lth c l i n ic .  

C H A D  Testi mony 1 



Th is  sta ndard izat ion s imp l if ies the program, which shou ld lead to effic iencies in  management of 

the progra m through the state and  less confus ion in app l ication to the p rogra m by potenti a l  

dent ists. 

Site se lect ion criteria a re a lso an  important component of this b i l l .  We support 

conti nued pr ior it izat ion of awards  to dentists w i l l i ng to serve in  rura l  commun ities, fol lowed by 

the add it ion of dent ists worki ng i n  pub l ic  hea lth or nonprofit denta l  hea lth c l in ics a s  a second 

pr iority. This priority for c l i n i cs designed to support underserved popu lat ions i s  essent i a l , 

pa rticu l a rly as  sa l a ries a re lower at nonprofit c l i n ics than dentists a re ab le  to earn through 

private pract ice.  

CHAD asks the comm ittee for its support of SB 2205 with a do  pass recommend ation . 

Thank  you. 

CHAD Testi mony 

• 

• 

• 
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2011 - 2013 Appropriation 

General I CHTF I Fund Total 

Dental 180,000 260,000 440,000 
Dental New 
Practice 20,000 10,000 30,000 
Nonprofit/Public 
Health Dental 
Total 200,000 270,000 470,000 

Department of Health 

Dental Loan Repayment Programs 

2015 - 2017 Executive Budget 
SB 2205 

2013 - 2015 Leg Approved Budget 2015 - 2017 Executive Budget 

General I I Fund CHTF Total 

General 

I I Fund CHTF Total 

180,000 340,000 520,000 240,000 360,000 600,000 

25,000 25,000 

180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 
360,000 365,000 725,000 420,000 360,000 780,000 

-

Change from 2013-15 Leg 
Approved to 2015-17 Executive 

Budget 

General I I Fund CHTF Total 

60,000 20,000 80,000 

(25,000) (25,000) 

60,000 (5,000) 55,000 



State Loan Repayme gram 

-~ ·' - .. •c =urnmarv.of.North:Dakota ·•.oan Re 1t:Proera ns ... for~Health.P- ·ofesslnn:.1~-.- .. ,, 
Nurse 

Practitioner/Physician 

Assistant/ Certified Nurse Dentist New Business 

Physician (MD) M idwife (NP/PA/CNM) Dentist (DDS) Grant 

Year program began 1991 1993 2001 2007 

Mai< Amount of award per 

individual from State $45,000 $15,000 $80,000 $25,000 

Years of service Required 2 2 4 5 

1st pymt- after at 1st pymt- after at 

least 6 mo. service; 1st pymt- after at least 3 least 6 mo. service; 

pymt can be no later mo. service; pymt can be pymt can be no later 

than the end of the no later than the end of the than the end of the 

fiscal yr. of service - fiscal yr. of service- 7,500 I fiscal yr. of service - Distributed in equal 

State Payment parameters 22,500 I pymt pymt 20,000 I pymt amts over 5 yr. period 

State / Community match 50%/50% 50%/50% None 50%/50% 

As many as funding As many as funding will 

Number of awards/year will support support 3 2 

2013 - 2015 Biennial budget 464,288 112,500 520,000 25,000 

General 464,288 112,500 180,000 0 

CHTF 0 0 340,000 25,000 
... 

Century code 43-17.2 43-12.2 43-28.1 43-28.1 

Twice uncredited 
amount on prorated Twice uncredited amount Total amount 

Penalty if leave early monthly basis on prorated monthly basis received Law is Silent 
Priority-

demonstrated need Population under 

for primary care 2,500 given highest 

physician or trained in Priority - demonstrated priority; 2nd priority 

psychiatry or need for primary care or 2,500 - 10,000; < 

population not more population not more than 10,000 given lowest Population not more 

Community Selection than 15,000 15,000 priority than 7,500 

Continuing Approp. Authority to 

grant additional awards if gifts, 
grants or donations ore rec'd No No Yes No 

1 - 1011 Session Laws change requirement of funding of "no mare than 3 veterinarians" to being limited ta the number 

supported by moneys available. 

Dentists in Public 

Health and Nonprofit 
Dental Clinics 

2009 

$60,000 

3 

Payments must be 
made during the 1st 

two years of service. 

None 

3 per biennium 

180,000 

180,000 

0 

43-28.1-.01.l 

Law is silent 

Sites must be in a 

public health setting 

or nonprofit dental 

clinic utilizing a sliding 

fee scale 

No 

-• 

Veterinarian (DVM) 

2007 

$80,000 

4 

1st pymt {15,000)- after 6 

mo. service the 1st yr.; 2nd 

pymt (15,000) - upon 

completion of 2nd yr. of 

service; 3rd pymt (25,000) 

upon completion of 3yrs; 

4th pymt (25,000) upon 

completion of 4 yrs. 

None 

As many as funding will 

support - see footnote 1 

485,000 

485,000 

0 

43-29.1 

Prorated for amount of 

time served for the specific 

yr. service was not fulfilled 

Population under 5,000 

given highest priority; 2nd 

priority 5,000 - 10,000; < 
10,000 given lowest 

priority 

Yes 

October 2014 



Year program began 

Max' Amount ofqward per 

individual from State 

Years of Service Required 

Payment Parameters 

Match Requirements 

Number of awards 

Federal Award 

Century code 

Penalty 

Continuing Approp, Authority to 

grant. additional awards. if gifts, 

grants or donations ore rec'd 

Federal I State Loan Repa 

Nurse 

Practitioner/Physician 

Assistant/Certified Nurse • 

Physician(MD} Midwife (NP/PA/CNM} Dentis t (DDS) 

Mental/Behavioral 

Health, Pharmacy, 

Registered Nurses 

2012 2012 2012 2014 

$50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 
2 2 2 2 

Payment is made Payment is made Payment is made 

after 90 days of Payment is made after 90 after 90 days of after 90 days of 

service, Consistent days of service, Consistent service. Consistent service. Consistent 

with the National with the National Health with the National with the National 

Health Service Corps Service Corps Federal Hea Ith Service Corps Health Service Corps 

Federal Program Program Federal Program Federal Program 

50% NonFederal 50% NonFederal 50% NonFederal 50% NonFederal 

Funds Funds Funds Funds 

6 total awards 

$308,000 . 9/1/2014. 8/31/2015 
43·17.2·02 43·12.2..02 43·28,1·02 N/A 

Severe federal penalties, mandated by the Federal State Loan Repayment Program Office, are 

imposed on health care providers for default of the SLRP contractual agreement. Failure of the 

provider to meet any of the contractual service requirements will result in a provider penalty 

consisting of: 1) The payback of any SLRP funds received throught the program, 2) A default 

penalty of $7,500 per month multiplied by the number of months of the entire contract (if less 

than one year has been served) or $7,500 multiplied by the number of months remaining in the 

contract (if the provider has served more than one year), and 3) An additional $10,000 penalty if 

the defaulted contract is three or more years in length. 

No No No N/A 

• - Must practice in a federally designated workforce shortage area 

October 2014 
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CommunitbJ Hea lth Centers 
Written Testimony of  Mara M.  Jiran 

Valley Community Health Centers 
To Senate Human Services Committee in Support of SB 2205 

01/ 19 I 20 15 
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I am Mara M. Jiran, Interim CEO, of Valley Community Health Centers (VCHC), and I 

would like to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 2205. 

Valley Community Health Centers is  a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) that 

receives federal funding which allows us to provide discounted health care services to income 

eligible patients in Northwood, Larimore, Grand Forks and surrounding communities. VCHC 

provides community-based primary and preventive care offering broad-based access in a caring 

environment. We promote excellent, affordable healthcare, meeting the needs of all .  

As a member of the Community HealthCare Association of the Dakotas (CHAD), we 

support the changes to the state dental loan repayment program outlined in SB 2205 . 

The dental loan repayment program has been a catalyst for recruitment and retention for 

Valley Community Health Centers. Since our dental clinic opened in 2007, VCHC has had four 

dental providers participate in the loan repayment program. We have two dentists who are 

currently participating in the loan repayment program and anticipate that in our search for two 

additional providers, the repayment program will be an invaluable tool for recruitment to 

community health. 

The addition of nonprofit clinics as a second priority, after rural settings, is a certain 

positive for VCHC whose primary mission is to provide critical access to oral health to our 

community' s  most at risk populations. 

I request the committee' s  recommendation for a do pass on SB 2205 . 

PO Box i6o · Northwood, ND 58267 • 701-587-6000 • 701-587-6009 -

Northwood Clinic 

301 Highway 15 
Northwood, ND 58267 

701-587-6000 

Larimore Clinic 

607 Towner Avenue 
Larimore, ND 58251 

70 1-343-6418 

Grand Forks Clinic 

212 South 4th Street, Suite 301 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 

701-757-2100 ext. 1 

Dental Clinic 

212 South 4th Street, Suite 101 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 
701-757-2100 ext. 2 



Mara M. Jiran 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
Val ley Community Health Centers 

- PO Box i6o · Northwood, ND 58267 • 701-587-6000 • 701-587-6009 

Northwood Clinic 

:�01 Highway 15 
Northwood, ND 58267 

701-587-6000 

Larimore Clinic 

607 Towner Avenue 
Larimore, ND 58251 

701-343-6418 

Grand Forks Clinic 

212 South 4th Street, Suite 301 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 

701-757-2100 ext. 1 

Dental Clinic 

212 South 4th Street, Suite 101 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 

701-757-2100 ext 2 
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Testimony of Patrick B u tler, CEO Northland C o m m u nity H ealth Center 

In Support of SB 2205 

Senate H u man Services C o m m ittee 

January 20, 20 1 5  

Members o f  the House Human Services Committee, my name i s  Patrick ButleF; I am the 

CEO of Northland Community Health Center. We are a Community Health Center with six 

medical clinics in Bowbells, McClusky, Minot, Rolla, Rolette, and Turtle Lake, and two dental 

clinics in Minot and Turtle Lake.  I am writing in support of SB 220 5 .  I bel ieve it is vital for the 

delivery of dental care to the residents of North Dakota, especial ly for those who are uninsured, 

under-insured, or low-income. 

Community Health Centers are community based health centers who may provide any 

combination of primary care, dental care, and mental health services to residents who live in 

Medically Underserved Areas (MUA) or Medically Underserved Populations (MUP).  These 

areas are defined as areas with a shortage of healthcare providers, or a high percentage of low 

income, elderly residents, or infant mortality. 

Northland Community Health Center is a 5 0 1  c 3 organization whose board of directors 

are also patients of our cl inics. We provide high quality services to all patients without regard to 

their income or abi lity to pay. We are not a free clinic; however, fees fo r  services provided are 

reduced by the use of a Sl iding Fee Schedule with relation to the most current National Poverty 

Guidelines published annually by the Health and Human Services. Our abi l ity to reduce the fees 

for services provided is funded by the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA). 

In 20 1 4, Northland Community Health Center provided approxi mately 1 8 ,067 visits to 

our patients, of which 4,483 or 24.8% were dental Services provided in our Minot and Turtle 

Lake Dental Cl inics. 

In Bowbells,  McClusky, and Rolette where we provide medical services, there are no 

dental services avai lable, and in Rol la, dental services are provided by a private dentist, however 

�!} 2P)t 5 



that dentist has met their capacity and is strictly limiting access to new patients at this time . 

Thus, patients seeking dental services in these areas must travel further to get dental services. 

In general, recruiting healthcare providers into Rural America is an endless struggle for 

all Community Health Centers who spend hard earned and precious dollars in finding doctors 

and dentists wil ling to practice in relatively remote and isolated locations while serving 

underserved populations. In addition, according to the US Census Bureau2 0 1 1 -20 1 3  ACS 3-Year 

Estimate , the estimated population in North Dakota has increased from 672,5 9 1  in 20 1 0  to 

703 ,203 in 20 1 3 .  I believe North D akota's healthcare needs are increasing at a faster rate than the 

available supply of healthcare providers and will  result in further strain on our current healthcare 

provider base. 

To recruit quali fied dental providers, Community Health Centers must offer top dollars, 

along with excellent benefit packages and incentives j ust to capture the attention of potential 

dental providers. Although I do not believe Senate Bil l  2205 will  in itself solve the growing gap 

between the healthcare needs and North Dakota' s ability to meet this need, I feel it i s  absolutely 

vital in giving dental cl inics serving rural communities, working in public health, and non-profit 

dental clinics greater ability to provide equitable incentives to recruit and retain qualified 

dentists. 

Members of the House Human Services Committee, this concludes my testimony in 

support of Senate Bi l l  2205 . I thank you for your time, consideration and support of our efforts to 

meet the healthcare needs of North Dakota. 

• 

• 

• 
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Testi mony of James T. Podrebarac, DDS, FACH E, Family HealthCare Center, Fargo 

To Senate H u m a n  Services Com mittee in Support of SB 2205 
Tuesd ay, Janua ry 20, 2015 

I am D r. J a mes T. Podrebarac, Denta l D i recto r of Fam i ly Hea lthCa re Center in Fa rgo, and I would 

l i ke to speak o n  behalf of Federa l ly Qu a l ified H e a lth Centers in  support of Sen ate Bi l l  2 205. 

Fami ly Hea lthCa re Ce nter, a Federally Qu al ified Health Center, col laborates with n u me rous 

N o rth Da kota p a rtners i n  fo rmu lating and ope rationa l iz ing solutions provid ing hea lth ca re fo r 

u n d e rserved perso ns.  We provide patie nt-cent ric access leading to cost-effective care benefiting 

patients a n d  com m u n ities. 

In acco rd with our m ission as a safety n et provider, "To provide afford a ble, q u a lity hea lthca re 

for every person", Fam ily Hea lthCa re Center rea l ized over 13,000 dental  visits in 20 14 through a basic 

services practice inc lud ing m ost routin e  ca re regardless of patient a bi l ity to pay with Medicaid and our  

s l id ing fee sca le  a s  the m ajor rei m b u rsement mech a n is ms. We a lso have a staff of 36 interpreters 

s pa n n i ng 14 la nguages fo r New Americans and other persons req u i ring such services. Local  h ospital 

emergency departments d i rectly refer suspected odontoge nic issues to us, t h us i m p roving patient ca re 

a n d  lessening the h ospita l  fi n a ncia l  burd e n .  We treated 2,351 eme rgency patie nts i n  2014. 

Site se lection criteria a re i m p o rtant components of this b i l l .  We su pport prio ritization of awards 

to de ntists practic ing in  Federal ly Qua l ified Health Centers in  that access for u n de rserved persons is the 

centra l  goa l .  And loan repayment a ids i n  recruitment and rete ntion of  de ntists g iven that Federa l ly 

Qual ified Hea lth Centers sa laries are less than de ntists can earn through othe r  practice ve n u es .  

F a m i ly Hea lthCa re Center respectfu lly requests that the com mittee su pport SB 2 205 with a "Do 

Pass" reco m m e n d ation.  Tha n k  you . 
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Testimony -Senate Bil l  2205 

House Human Services Committee 

March 1 1 , 20 1 5  

Bridging the Dental Gap and ND Oral Health Cealition 

My name is  Marcia Olson. I am the Executive Director of B ridging the Dental 

Gap in B ismarck. We are a non-profit dental clinic providing services to low 

income and Medicaid patients. I am also the current President of the ND Oral 

Health Coalition. I am here today to speak in favor of Senate B i ll 2205 . 

Senate Bi l l  2205 makes changes to Chapter 43-28. 1 of the Century Code on 

Dentists ' Student Loan Repayment. Over the years this  section has been confusing 

for the dentists, the legislators and the people that have had to administer it. The 

original statute provided loans only to dentists willing to practice in a rural setting. 

Then a section on New Practices was added in 2007 with its own guidel ines and 

payment amount including matching dollars from the community. In 2009 a 

section was added for loan repayment to dentists that practice in public health or 

non-profit clinics. It also had its own guidel ines and payment amounts. In order 

to provide for these repayments, each of the parts had to be funded separately each 

biennium. Many times when I spoke with legislators about funding the non-profit 

clinic student loan program, they thought the funding was already there. But it was 

not. I n  the 20 1 1 session no funding was allotted for dentists that serve those in the 

most need, North Dakota' s  low income population. Funding for Dental Student 

Loan Repayment is imperative for non-profit dental clinics. I t  is a useful tool to 

attract dentists since the non-profits cannot compete with private practice in wages. 

In  the 20 1 3  legislative session, funding was restored to the program. 

The interim Health Services Committee heard testimony from Mary Amundson 

from UND about the need to consolidate Student Loan Repayment programs and 

she made a number of suggestions about doing so. Her testimony reflected on all 

loan repayment programs - dental, physician, nurse practitioner, veterinarian etc . 

However since we are part of the dental field, it seemed prudent to only make 

changes to that area that most effects our professions. 

Additionally the UND Center for Rural Health also provided testimony 

recommending changes be made to the loan repayment program. Their 4th 

recommendation reads: "Create a system to promote dentistry professions among 

I 
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state residents, and encourage practice in North Dakota through a consol idated 

loan repayment program and partnership/student spots at school s  of dentistry." 

The ND Department of Health recognizing Mary Amundson' s efforts did put forth 

a smal l wording change as part of the Department' s  budgeting which was heard in 

House Appropriations in HB 1 004. That wording was incorporated into the 

language that we have suggested. In the current Department of Health budget 

there is funding for both sections of the Dental Student Loan Repayment programs. 

In SB2205 many parts of Ms. Amundson' s  recommendations have been included. 

SB 2205 seeks to combine the Non-profit loan repayment and the rural loan 

repayment into one plan. The number of dentists funded is dependent on the 

amount allocated by the legislature rather than a set number of students. The 

selection of individuals to receive the repayment is sti l l  under the j urisdiction of 

the Health Counci l  who determines the priority of need. Individuals can practice 

in rural setting or in non-profit clinic or be of a specialty area that is needed in the 

state. The New Practice loan repayment is being deleted. It has not been used for 

a number of years. One other change that this  makes is  to require all dentists to 

have a 4 year commitment. Under the current programs, the rural dentists were 

required to do a 4 year and the non-profit clinics only 3 .  There would be additional 

funds avai lable to the non-profit practitioner for that extra year and funding would 

be spread out more. Currently the maximum pay out for the rural setting is  

$80,000 and for the non-profit dentist it  is  $60,000 over the period of the contract. 

This would make them equal in years and dollar amount. 

The bil l  i s  sti l l  budget neutral since there is no specific number of loans being 

given, instead the number of loans is l imited to the amount budgeted by the 

legislature. - This was part of the wording change that was also recommended by 

the Department of Health. 

I would urge the passage of this  consolidated statute and I would be happy to 

answer any questions . 
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Testimony of Dana Schaar Jahner, Com m u nity HealthCare Association of the Dakotas 

To House H u m a n  Services Committee in Support of SB 2205 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

Cha i rman  Weisz and  members of the committee : I am Dana  Schaar  Jah ner, 

representing the Com mun ity Hea lthCa re Association of the Dakotas (CHAD), and  I wou ld  l i ke to 

speak on beha lf of federa l ly  qua l ified hea lth centers i n  su pport of Senate B i l l  2205.  

CHAD works with i ts  federa l ly qua l ified hea lth center ( FQHC) members and other 

com m u n ity leaders to f ind solut ions for improving hea lth care options in  areas of the Dakotas 

that a re underserved . FQHCs offer a un ique  model with proven resu lts for h igh-qua l ity, cost­

effect ive care customized to benefit the patient and  commun it ies be ing served . 

There a re fou r  FQHCs with 13 c l i n i c  sites i n  North Dakota : Coa l  Country Commun ity 

Hea lth Centers based in Beu lah ,  Fami ly Hea lthCare Center based in Fargo, North land  

• Commun ity Hea lth Center based i n  Turt le Lake, and Val ley Commun ity Hea lth Centers based i n  

Northwood . I n  add it ion,  Com m u n ity Hea lth Service I nc. provides pr imary hea lth ca re services 

for migrant workers and  the i r  fam i l ies at mu lt ip le  sites, incl ud i ng Grafton and Moorhead, 

M i n nesota .  

Th ree FQHCs provide denta l  services i n  the commun it ies of  Fargo, G rand  Forks, M inot, 

and  Turt le  Lake. These c l i n ics serve patients with or without insurance and regard less of the ir  

ab i l ity to pay. Denta l  services a re affordab le, and d iscou nts are offered based on a s l id ing fee 

program to peop le  who q ua l ify. 

Services offered inc lude denta l  exams and  c lean ings, denta l  x-ray, f luor ide treatments 

a n d  sea l ants, cavity fi l l i ngs, rep lacements and crowns, extract ions, root cana ls, periodontal  

ca re, and emergent dental  care. I n  2013, the latest data ava i l ab le to CHAD, FQHCs saw 9,878 

dental  pat ients for a tota l  of 23,680 denta l  visits. 

CHAD a n d  the FQHCs support SB 2205 because it standard izes the denta l  loan 

repayment program and  maximum award amount ($80,000), rega rd less of  whether or not  the 

• d entist works in  private practice o r  a pub l i c  hea lth or nonprofit denta l hea lth c l in ic .  This 

CHAD Testimony 
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standard izat ion s imp l ifies the program, which shou ld  lead to effic iencies in  m anagement of the 

program through the  state and l ess confus ion in  app l icat ion to the program by potentia l  

dentists. 

Site se lection criteria are a l so an  important component of this b i l l .  We support 

cont inued prior it izat ion of awards to dentists wi l l i ng  to serve i n  rura l  com m u n it ies, fo l lowed by 

the add it ion of denti sts working i n  pub l i c  hea lth or  nonprofit denta l  hea lth c l i n i cs as  a second 

prio rity. Th i s  prio rity for c l i n ics designed to support underserved popu lat ions i s  essentia l ,  

part icu larly as  sa l a ries a re lower at  nonprofit c l i n ics than dentists a re ab le  to earn through 

private pract ice.  

CHAD asks the committee for its support of SB 2205 with a do  pass recommendat ion .  

Thank  you .  

CHAD Testi mony 
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House Human Services Committee 

• Testimony- Senate Bill No. 2 2 0 5  
.3 -//- /� 

North Dakota Dental Association Brent L Holman DDS 

Chairman Weisz, a n d  members of the Committee, my name is  Dr Brent L Holman 

and 1 am Executive D i rector of the N orth Dakota Dental Association. The N orth 

D akota Dental Association supports Senate Bi l l  2205 .  

Since the i nception of the fi rst dental loan repayment p rogram, d i fferent pieces have 

been added and modifi ed with d i fferent sources of funding so that cu rrently 

appl ica nts as well as those that administer the p rograms have difficulty 

u nderstanding them. Simpl ification is needed. It has also been a concern that i f  

• eligibi l ity was s impl ified and standardized that it wou l d  better serve the goal of 

targeting funds to appl icants that best satisfy the three goals :  1) worki ng i n  non-

profit safety-net cl inics, 2) working i n  rural areas, and 3) serving low-income 

patients, particularly Medicaid patients. 

Loan repayment also has marketing value in that newly l i censed dentists are enticed 

to consid er N orth D akota when doing their research about l ocations when they hear 

about loan repayment. It  contributed greatly to the increase i n  N orth D akota 

students in dental  schools around the country back in the first decade of the new 

mil lennium. Also, these programs are absol utely critical  to maintain an a dequate 

workforce in safety-net cl inics . 

• 
P lease vote D O  PASS on S B  2205 .  Thanks for your consideration. 

I 
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Testimony of Patrick Butler, CEO Northland Com m u n ity H ealth Cen ter 

In Support of SB 2205 

House H u man Services Committee 

March 1 1 ,  2 0 1 5  

Members of the House Human Services Committee, my name is Patrick Butler; I am the 

C EO of Northland Community Health Center. We are a Community Health Center with six 

medical c l inics in  Bowbells,  McCl usky, Minot, Rol la, Rolette, and Turtle Lake, and two dental 

c l inics in Minot and Tmile Lake. I am writing in support of SB 2205 . I believe it is vital for the 

delivery of dental care to the residents of North Dakota, especial ly  for those who are uninsured, 

under-insured, or low-income. 

Community Health Centers are community based health centers who may provide any 

combination of primary care, dental care, and mental health services to residents who l ive in  

Medical ly U nderserved Areas (MU.A) or Medical ly Underserved Populations (MUP) . These 

areas are defined as areas with a shortage of .healthcare providers, or a high percentage of low 

income, elderly residents, or infant mortality. 

No1ihland Community Health Center is a 5 0 1  c 3 organization whose board of directors 

are also patients of our cl inics. We provide high quality services to all patients without regard to 

their income or abi l ity to pay. We are not a free clinic; however, fees for services provided are 

reduced by the use of a S l iding Fee Schedule with relation to the most current National Poverty 

Guidelines published annual ly by the Health and Human Services. Our abi l i ty to reduce the fees 

for services provided is funded by the Health Resources Services Administration (HRS.A). 

In 20 1 4, Northland Community Health Center provided approximately 1 8 ,067 visits to 

our patients, of which 4,483 or 24.8% were dental Services provided in our Minot and Turtle 

Lake Dental C l i nics.  

In  Bowbells,  McClusky, and Rolette where we provide medical services, there are no 

dental services avai lable, and in Rol la, dental services are provided by a private dentist, however 

I 



that dentist has met their capacity and is strictly l imiting access to new patients at this time . 

Thus, patients seeking dental services in these areas must travel further to get dental services. 

In general, recruiting healthcare providers into Rural America i s  an endless struggle for 

all Community Health Centers who spend hard earned and precious dollars in finding doctors 

and dentists willing to practice in relatively remote and i solated locations while serving 

underserved populations. In addition, according to the US Census Bureau20 1 1 -20 1 3  ACS 3-Year 

Estimate , the estimated population in North Dakota has increased from 672,59 1 in 20 1 0  to 

703 ,203 in 20 1 3 .  I believe North Dakota' s healthcare needs are increasing at a faster rate than the 

available supply of healthcare providers and will result in further strain on our current healthcare 

provider base. 

To recruit qual ified dental providers, Community Health Centers must offer top dollars, 

along with excel lent benefit packages and incentives j ust to capture the attention of potential 

dental providers. Although I do not believe Senate Bill  2205 will in itself solve the growing gap 

between the healthcare needs and No11h Dakota's  ability to meet thi s  need, I feel it is absolutely 

vital in giving dental clinics serving rural communities, working in public health, and non-profit 

dental clinics greater ability to provide equitable incentives to recruit and retain qualified 

dentists. 

Members of the House Human Services Committee, this concludes my testimony in 

support of Senate Bi l l  220 5 .  I thank you for your time, consideration and support of our efforts to 

meet the healthcare needs of North Dakota. 

• 

• 
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Written Testimony of Mara M. Jiran 
Valley Community Health Centers 

To House Human Services Committee in Support of SB 2205 
03 1 / / 1 20 1 5  

I am Mara M. Jiran, Interim CEO, o f  Valley Community Health Centers (VCHC), and I 

would like to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 2205. 

Valley Community Health Centers is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) that 

receives federal funding which allows us to provide discounted health care services to income 

eligible patients in Northwood, Larimore, Grand Forks and surrounding communities. VCHC 

provides community-based primary and preventive care offering broad-based access in a caring 

envirorunent. We promote excellent, affordable healthcare, meeting the needs of all. 

As a member of the Community HealthCare Association of the Dakotas (CHAD), we 

support the changes to the state dental loan repayment program outlined in SB 2205 . 

The dental loan repayment program has been a catalyst for recruitment and retention for 

Valley Community Health Centers. Since our dental clinic opened in 2007, VCHC has had four 

dental providers participate in the loan repayment program. We have two dentists who are 

currently participating in the loan repayment program and anticipate that in our search for two 

additional providers, the repayment program will be an invaluable tool for recruitment to 

community health. 

The addition of nonprofit clinics as a second priority, after rural settings, is a certain 

positive for VCHC whose primary mission is to provide critical access to oral health to our 

community ' s  most at risk populations. 

I request the committee's  recommendation for a do pass on SB 2205 . 

I 



Sincerely, 
-� 

Mara M. Jiran 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 
Valley Community Health Centers 
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Testi mony of J a mes T. Podrebarac, DDS, FACHE, Family HealthCa re Center, Fargo 

To H ouse H u m a n  Services Com mittee in  Support of SB 2205 
March J I  1- 2015 

I am Dr. J a mes T. Podrebara c, Denta l Di recto r of Fami ly Hea lthCare Center in Fa rgo, a n d  I would 

l ike to spea k on b e h a lf of Federa l ly Qua lified Health Ce nters i n  support of Senate Bil l  2 205. 

Fami ly H e a lthCare Center, a Federally Qua l ified Health Center, co l l a bo rates with n u m erous 

N o rth Dakota pa rt n e rs in form u l ating a nd operationa l iz ing solutions provid ing hea lth ca re fo r 

u n d e rserved pe rso ns .  We provide patie nt-centric access lead ing to cost-effective care ben efiting 

patie nts and com m u nities.  

I n  a ccord with our miss ion as a safety n et provider, "To provide afforda ble, q u a l ity hea lthca re 

for every person", Fam ily Hea lthCa re Center rea l ized over 13,000 denta l  vis its in 2014 t h rough a basic 

services practice i n c l u d i n g  m ost routi n e  care regard less of patient a b i lity to pay with Medica i d  a n d  our 

s l id ing fee scale a s  the major  rei m b u rsement mecha n isms. We a lso h ave a staff of 3 6  interpreters 

spa n n i ng 14 la nguages for New America ns a n d  other persons req u i ring such s e rvices. Loca l hospita l 

emergency d ep a rtme nts d i rectly refer sus pected od ontoge nic issues to us, thus  i m p rovi ng patient ca re 

a n d  lesse n i ng t h e  hospita l  fi na ncia l  burd e n .  We treated 2,351 emergency patients i n  2014. 

Site se lect ion criteria a re i m porta nt components of this  b i l l .  We su pport prioritizat ion of awards 

to dentists practic ing i n  Federa l ly Qu a l ified Health Centers in  that access for u n d e rserved persons is the 

centra l goa l .  And loan repayment a ids in  recru itment and retention of d e nt ists give n that Federa l ly 

Qu a l ified H e a lt h  Centers sa la ries a re less than d e ntists can e a rn t h rough other practice ve n ues.  

Fa m i ly H e a lthCa re Center respectfu lly req uests that the com m ittee s u p p o rt SB 2 205 with a "Do 

Pass" reco m m endat ion .  Th a n k  you . 

I 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL No. 2205 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to provide 
student loan repayment programs for dentists; to repeal sections 43-28.1-01 .1 and 43-
28 .1-10 of the North Dakota Century Code; and to provide for an application . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. 

Student loan repayment programs - Healthcare professionals. 

The health council shall administer student loan repayment programs, as established by 
this chapter, for healthcare professionals willing to provide services in cities that have a 
defined need for such services. 

SECTION 2. 

Application process. 

The health council shall develop an application process for cities seeking to fill health 
care needs and for healthcare professionals willing to provide necessary services in 
exchange for benefits under a student loan repayment program. 

SECTION 3. 

Cities - Selection criteria - Matching funds. 

1. The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting cities for 
participation in a program. The criteria must include: 

a. The number of healthcare professionals already providing services in the 
city; 

b. Access to healthcare services in the city and the surrounding area; and 
c. The level of support from the city and the surrounding area 

2. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria; 

3. A city may not be selected for participation unless it contractually commits to 
providing matching funds equal to the amount required by a loan repayment 
program in accordance with section 6 of this Act. 

SECTION 4. 

Cities - Eligibility for participation - Priority. 
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In selecting cities for participation in a program, the health council shall give priority, in 
descending order, to those cities that meet the selection criteria, or to a practice with a 
focus on an underserved population and; 

1. Have fewer than fifteen thousand residents; 
2. a. Have at least fifteen thousand residents, but fewer than thirty thousand 

residents; and 
b. Do not belong to a metropolitan statistical area; or 

3. Have at least thirty thousand residents. 

SECTION 5. 

Healthcare professionals - Selection criteria. 

1. The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting healthcare 
professionals for participation in a student loan repayment program. The criteria 
must include: 

a. The healthcare professional's specialty; 
b. The need for the healthcare professional's services within a city; 
c. The healthcare professional's education and experience; 
d. The healthcare professional's date of availability and anticipated term of 

availability; and 
e. The healthcare professional's willingness to accept medicare and 

Medicaid assignments, if applicable. 
2. The health council shall give priority to healthcare professionals who graduated 

from an institution of higher education in this state. 

SECTION 6. 

Student loan repayment program - Contract. 

.L The health council shall enter into a contract with a selected healthcare 
professional. The health council shall agree to provide student loan repayments 
on behalf of the selected healthcare professional subject to the requirements and 
limitations of this section . 

a. For a dentist: 

ill The loan repayment must be equal to twenty thousand dollars per 
year; and 

Q.l The matching funds must equal twenty-five percent of the amount 
required in paragraph 1. 



2. a. Payments under this section must be made on behalf of the health care 
professional directly to the Bank of North Dakota or to another 
participating lending institution. 

~ Except as otherwise provided, payments under this section maybe made 
only at the conclusion of each twelve month period of service. 

c. Prorated payments may be made only if: 

ill The repayment of the loan requires less than a full annual 
payment; 

ill The health care professional is terminated or resigns from his 
or her position; or 

.Q2 The health care professional is unable to complete a twelve 
month period of service due to the individual's death. a 
certifiable medical condition or disability, or a call to military 
service. 

~ Payments under this section terminate upon the earlier of: 
~ The full repayment of the health care professional's student loan ; or 

b. The completion of five years as a participant in the student loan 
repayment program 

SECTION 7. REPEAL. Sections 43-28.1-01 .1 and 43-28.1-10 of the North 
Dakota Century Code are repealed . 

SECTION 8. APPLICATION. This Act applies to loan repayment contracts 
entered into on or after August 1, 2015. Any dentist loan repayment contract entered 
into before August 1, 2015, is governed by section 43-28.1-01 .1 as it existed on July 31 , 
2015. Any new practice grant contract for dentists entered into before August 1, 2015, 
is governed by section 43-28.1-10, as it existed on July 31 , 2015." 

Renumber Accordingly 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL No. 2205 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to provide 
student loan repayment programs for dentists; to repeal sections 43-28.1-01 .1 and 43-
28.1-10 of the North Dakota Century Code; and to provide for an application . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. 

Student loan repayment programs - Healthcare professionals. 

The health council shall administer student loan repayment programs, as established by 
this chapter, for healthcare professionals willing to provide services in cities that have a 
defined need for such services. 

SECTION 2. 

Application process. 

The health council shall develop an application process for cities seeking to fill health 
care needs and for healthcare professionals willing to provide necessary services in 
exchange for benefits under a student loan repayment program. 

SECTION 3. 

Cities - Selection criteria - Matching funds. 

1. The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting cities for 
participation in a program. The criteria must include: 

a. The number of healthcare professionals already providing services in the 
city; 

b. Access to healthcare services in the city and the surrounding area; and 
~ The level of support from the city and the surrounding area 

~ The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria; 

~ A city may not be selected for participation unless it contractually commits to 
providing matching funds equal to the amount required by a loan repayment 
program in accordance with section 6 of this Act. 

SECTION 4. 

Cities - Eligibility for participation - Priority. 
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In selecting cities for participation in a program, the health council shall give priority, in 
descending order, to those cities that meet the selection criteria, or to a practice with a 
focus on an underserved population and; 

1.,_ Have fewer than fifteen thousand residents; 
2. a. Have at least fifteen thousand residents, but fewer than thirty thousand 

residents; and 

b. Do not belong to a metropolitan statistical area ; or 
.1. Have at least thirty thousand residents . 

SECTION 5. 

Healthcare professionals - Selection criteria. 

1. The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting healthcare 

professionals for participation in a student loan repayment program. The criteria 
must include: 

a. The healthcare professional's specialty; 
b. The need for the healthcare professional's services within a city; 
c. The healthcare professional's education and experience; 
d. The healthcare professional's date of availability and anticipated term of 

availability; and 

e. The healthcare professional's willingness to accept medicare and 
Medicaid assignments, if applicable . 

2. The health council shall give priority to healthcare professionals who graduated 
from an institution of higher education in this state. 

SECTION 6. 

Student loan repayment program - Contract. 

1. The health council shall enter into a contract with a selected healthcare 
professional. The health council shall agree to provide student loan repayments 
on behalf of the selected healthcare professional subject to the requirements and 
limitations of this section. 

~ For a dentist: 

2. a. 

ill The loan repayment must be equal to fifteen thousand dollars per year; 
and 

Payments under this section must be made on behalf of the health care 



professional directly to the Bank of North Dakota or to another 
participating lending institution. 

12.: Except as otherwise provided, payments under this section maybe made 
only at the conclusion of each twelve month period of service. 

c. Prorated payments may be made only if: 

ill The repayment of the loan requires less than a full annual 
payment; 

.(21 The health care professional is terminated or resigns from his 
or her position; or 

.Q2 The health care professional is unable to complete a twelve 
month period of service due to the individual's death, a 
certifiable medical condition or disability, or a call to military 
service. 

~ Payments under this section terminate upon the earlier of: 
a. The full repayment of the health care professional's student loan; or 

b. The completion of five years as a participant in the student loan 
repayment program 

SECTION 7. REPEAL. Sections 43-28.1-01.1 and 43-28 .1-10 of the North 
Dakota Century Code are repealed. 

SECTION 8. APPLICATION. This Act applies to loan repayment contracts 
entered into on or after August 1, 2015. Any dentist loan repayment contract entered 
into before August 1, 2015, is governed by section 43-28.1-01.1 as it existed on July 31 , 
2015. Any new practice grant contract for dentists entered into before August 1, 2015, 
is governed by section 43-28.1-10, as it existed on July 31 , 2015." 

Renumber Accordingly 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

Page 1, line 1, remove "43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-03, and" 

Page 1, line 2, remove "43-28.1-04" 

Page 1, line 15, replace "four-year" with "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, replace "eighty thousand dollars" with "one hundred thousand dollars" 

Page 1, remove lines 18-23 

Page 2, remove lines 1-18 

Page 2, overstrike lines 21-31 

Page 3, overstrike lines 10 through 21 and insert immediately thereafter: 

43-28.1-03 Cities - Selection criteria 

1=. The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting cities for 
participation in a program. The criteria must include: 

f!.:. The number of healthcare professionals already providing services in the 
city; 

b. Access to healthcare services in the city and the surrounding area; and 
2. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 

establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria; 

Page 3, remove lines 1-21 

Page 3, overstrike lines 24-31 and insert immediately thereafter: 

43-28.1-04 Cities - Eligibility for participation - Priority. 

In selecting cities for participation in a program. the health council shall give priority, in 
descending order. to those cities that meet the selection criteria. or to a practice with a 
focus on an underserved population or in a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic and; 

1=. Have fewer than fifteen thousand residents; 
2. a. Have at least fifteen thousand residents. but fewer than thirty thousand 

residents; and 
b. Do not belong to a metropolitan statistical area; or 

3. Have at least thirty thousand residents. 

Page 4, overstrike lines 1-14 

Page 4, after line 14, insert 
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SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who 
has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment of 
any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment must 
be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to receive 
loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding balance of the dentist's 
education loans with applicable interest, or eighty thousand dollarsone hundred 
thousand dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used to satisfy 
other service obligations under similar programs. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, 
or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' educational 
loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an expansion of the 
program beyond the three dentists contemplated by this chapter, the entity shall commit 
to fund fully the expansion for a period of fe.u.Ffive years. The council may contract with 
any public or private entity and may expend any moneys available to the council to 
obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All money received as gifts, 
grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a continuing appropriation to 
the state health council for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of 
additional dentists' educational loans. 

Page 4, line 15, after 1143-28.1-01.1 11 insert 1143-28.1-0211 

Page 4, line 17, after 1143-28.1-01.1 11 insert 1143-28.1-02" 

Renumber Accordingly 
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15.0818.01003 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
SenatorJ. Lee ~/ 

April 14, 2015 8~f2t>S° 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 01/;§j;0 

That the Senate accede to the House amendments as printed on pages 1316-1319 of the ci? 6 137 
Senate Journal and pages 1470-1473 of the House Journal and that Senate Bill No. 2205 be 
further amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact section 43-28-25.1 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to tribal sovereignty and the ownership of a dental office or 
clinic; to" 

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "43-20-01 .3, 43-20-03, 43-20-12.3, 43-20-13.2, 43-28-03, 
43-28-04, 43-28-15, 43-28-18.1 , 43-28-25, II 

Page 1, line 2, after the second "the" insert "practice and licensing of dental assistants and 
hygienists and dentists and the" 

Page 1, line 5, after the semicolon insert "to provide a penalty;" 

Page 1, after line 6, insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 43-20-01 .3 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-20-01.3. Licensure by credential review. 

Applications for licensure to practice dental hygiene by credential review must 
be made on forms provided by the board and submitted thirty days before the 
examination administered by the board. The board may issue a license and certificate 
of registration to practice dental hygiene to an applicant who meets all of the following 
requirements: 

1. The applicant, for at least threewithin the five years immediately preceding 
application , has been licensed in good standing and has been actively 
practicing dental hygiene in another jurisdiction where the requirements 
are at least substantially equivalent to those of this state. 

2. Grounds for denial of the application under section 43-20-05 do not exist. 

3. The applicant has paid to the board the fee established by the board by 
rule. 

4. The applicant has delivered to the board a certificate from the examining or 
licensing board of every jurisdiction in which the individual is licensed to 
practice, certifying that the individual is a licensed and registered dental 
hygienist in good standing in that jurisdiction. 

5. The applicant has passed a written examination on the laws and rules 
governing the practice of dentistry in this state administered by the board 
at a meeting. 

6. The applicant has met any requirement for licensure established by the 
board by rule. 

Page No. 1 15.0818.01003 



\.CJ-. SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 43-20-03 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-20-03. Dental hygienists - Practice by. 

As used in this chapter, "dental hygiene" and the practice thereof means the 
removal of accumulated matter from the natural and restored surfaces of teeth and 
from restorations in the human mouth, the polishing of such surfaces, and the topical 
application of drugs to the surface tissues of the mouth and to the surface of teeth if 
such acts are performed under the direct, indirect, or general supervision of a licensed 
dentist. General supervision may be used if the procedures are authorized in advance 
by the supervising dentist, except procedures which may only be used under indirect or 
direct supervision as established by the board by rule. 

Only a person licensed as a dental hygienist may be referred to as a dental 
hygienist. Additional tasks permitted to be performed by licensed dental hygienists may 
be outlined by the board of dental examiners by appropriate rules . 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-20-12.3 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-20-12.3. Supervised administration of anesthesia - Board rules. 

• 

A licensed dentist may delegate to a dental hygienist licensed by the board the 
administration of block and infiltration anesthesia to a patient ·.vho is at least eighteen 
years old. The dental hygienist must be under the ffire€tindirect supervision of a dentist 
and the dental hygienist must complete the educational requirements as required by 
the commission on dental accreditation and approved by the board. The board shall 
adopt rules to implement this section . • 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-20-13.2 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-20-13.2. Registered and qualified dental assistant registration. 

To be registered as a registered or qualified dental assistant, an individual shall 
apply and meet the requirements established by the board by rule.to the executive 
director of the board on forms prescribed by the board. The application must be verified 
under oath to the effect that all of the statements contained in the application are true 
of the applicant's own knowledge. The applicant shall enclose with the application a 
recent autographed picture of the applicant and an application fee as determined by 
the board by rule . The board may grant a registration to an applicant who has met all of 
the following requirements : 

.L The applicant passed. within one year of making application, a written 
examination on the laws and rules governing the practice of dentistry in 
this state. 

2. Grounds for denial of the application under section 43-20-05 do not exist. 

~ The applicant met any requirement for registration established by the 
board by rule. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28-03 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 
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43-28-03. State board of dental examiners - Members - Appointment -
Terms of office - Oath - Vacancies. 

/,g 

The state board of dental examiners consists of seveReight members appointed 
by the governor. The membership of the board must include five dentist members, one 
dental hygienist member, one registered dental assistant member. and one consumer 
member. Appointment to the board is for a term of five years, with terms of office 
arranged so that one term expires on March sixteenth of each year, except that each 
fifth year there must be two new board members appointed, one of whom is a dentist 
and the other a dental hygienist aRE( two years later two new board members must be 
appointed, one of whom is a dentist, and one of whom is a consumer member, and two 
years later two new board members must be appointed. one of whom is a dentist and 
one of whom is a registered dental assistant. The first five year term of the consumer 
member commences on July 1, 1993, and continues through March 15, 1998. Each 
member of the board shall hold office until a successor is appointed and qualified. 
Persons appointed to the board shall qualify by taking the oath required of civil officers. 
No member may serve more than ten years or two 5-year terms of office. If the terms of 
more than two board members expire in the same year. the governor may extend for 
no more than two years the terms of one or more of those board members in order to 
comply with this section. If a member of the board is absent from two consecutive 
regular meetings, the board may declare a vacancy to exist. All vacancies on the board 
must be filled by the governor by appointment. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28-04 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28-04. Qualifications and appointment of members of the board -
Limited vote . 

1. An individual may not be appointed as a dentist member of the board 
unless that individual: 

a. Is a dentist licensed and registered under this chapter; and 

b. Is actively engaged in the practice of dentistry and has been so 
engaged in this state for at least five years immediately preceding the 
appointment. 

2. An individual may not be appointed as the dental hygienist member of the 
board unless that individual : 

a. Is a licensed and registered dental hygienist in accordance with 
chapter 43-20; and 

b. Is actively engaged in the practice of dental hygiene and has been so 
engaged in this state for at least five years immediately preceding the 
dental hygienist's appointment. 

3. An individual may not be appointed as the consumer member of the board 
unless that individual: 

a. Has been a resident of North Dakota for five years immediately 
preceding appointment; 

b. Has no personal or family financial relationship with the dental 
profession; and 
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\.~ c. Is not a dentist, a dental hygienist, a dental assistant, a physician , a 
nurse, or the spouse of an individual engaged in any of those 
occupations. 

4. An individual may not be appointed as the registered dental assistant 
member of the board unless the individual : 

a. Is a registered dental assistant under chapter 43-20; and 

Q,_ Is actively engaged in the practice of dental assistance in this state for 
at least five years immediately preceding the dental assistant's 
appointment. 

~ The dental hygienist. the registered dental assistant. and consumer 
member of the board shall exercise full voting privileges in all areas except 
that the dental hygienist may not participate in the clinical examination of 
dentists for licensure and the registered dental assistant and the consumer 
member may not participate in the clinical examination of dentists or 
hygienists for licensure. 

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28-15 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28-15. Licensure by credential review. 

The board may issue a license and certificate of registration to practice dentistry 
in this state to an applicant who meets all of the following requirements: 

1. The applicant, for at leastwithin the five years immediately preceding 
application, has been licensed in good standing and has been actively 
practicingengaged in the practice of dentistry in another jurisdiction where 
the requirements are at least substantially equivalent to those of this state. 

2. Grounds for denial of the application under section 43-28-18 do not exist. 

3. The applicant pays to the board the fee determined by the board by rule . 

4. The applicant delivers to the board a certificate from the examining or 
licensing board of every jurisdiction in which the individual is practicing or 
is licensed to practice, certifying that the individual is a licensed and 
registered dentist in good standing in that jurisdiction. 

5. The applicant passes a written examination on the laws and rules 
governing the practice of dentistry in this state administered by the board 
at a meeting. 

6. The applicant meets any requirement for licensure established by the 
board by rule. 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28-18.1 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 
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/,~ 
43-28-18.1. Duty to report. 

1. A dentist shall report to the board in writing within sixty days of the event 
any illegal, unethical, or errant behavior or conduct of the dentist, including 
the following events, proceedings, or formal or informal actions: 

a. A dental malpractice judgment or malpractice settlement or a final 
judgment by a court in favor of any party and against the licensee. 

b. A final disposition regarding the surrender of a license, or adverse 
action taken against a license by a licensing agency in another state, 
territory, or country; a governmental agency; a law enforcement 
agency; or a court for an act or conduct that would constitute grounds 
for discipline under this chapter. 

c. A mortality or other incident occurring in an outpatient facility of the 
dentist which results in temporary or permanent physical or mental 
injury requiring hospitalization of the patient during or as a direct result 
of a dental procedure or related use of general anesthesia, deep 
sedation, conscious sedation with a parenteral drug, or enteral 
sedation. 

d. Actions based on professional conduct or competence resulting in the 
revocation. suspension. temporary suspension. restriction. reduction. 
or voluntary surrender or withdrawal of clinical or hospital privileges. 

2. A dentist shall advise the board in a timely manner if the dentist reasonably 
believes another dentist has committed an illegal or immoral act or has 
otherwise failed to make a report as required under subsection 1. 

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28-25 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28-25. Unlawful acts - Penalty. 

It is a class A misdemeanor: 

1. For any unlicensed person to construct, alter, repair, or duplicate any 
denture, partial denture, bridge, splint, or orthodontic or prosthetic 
appliance, except as provided by rule adopted by the board. 

2. For any person: 

a. To falsely claim or pretend to be a graduate from any dental college or 
the holder of any diploma or degree from such college; 

b. To practice any fraud and deceit either in obtaining a license or a 
certificate of registration; 

c. To falsely claim or pretend to have or hold a license or certificate of 
registration from the board to practice dentistry; or 

d. To practice dentistry in this state without a license and certificate of 
registration. 

3. For any person, except a dentist, to own more than forty-nine percent of an 
office practice or business at which the practice of dentistry is performed. 
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This provision does not apply to a board-approved medical clinic, hospital , 
or public health setting with which a dentist is associated; a 
board-approved nonprofit organization created to serve the dental needs of 
an underserved population ; or the heir or personal representative of a 
deceased dentist. The board may inspect and approve a medical clinic, 
hospital, public health setting , or nonprofit organization at which the 
practice of dentistry is performed. The heir or personal representative 
may.shall appoint a dentist to operate an office under the name of the 
deceased dentist for a period of not longer than two years from the date of 
the dentist's death. 

The board may institute a civil action for an injunction prohibiting violations of 
this section without proof that anyone suffered actual damages. 

SECTION 10. Section 43-28-25.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is created 
and enacted as follows: 

43-28-25.1. Ownership and operation of a dental office or clinic . 

.L Any individual or organization that owns or operates a dental office or clinic 
at which the practice of dentistry takes place shall designate a dentist or 
dentists as the dental director or directors of the dental office or clinic. The 
dental director is responsible for the clinical practice of dentistry at the 
dental office or clinic, including: 

~ The overall quality of patient care rendered or performed in the cl inical 
practice of dentistry; 

• 

Q,_ The supervision of dental hygienists, dental assistants, and other • 
personnel involved in direct patient care and the authorization of 
procedures performed by the dental hygienists, dental assistants, and 
other personnel in accordance with the standards of supervision 
established by law or rule ; 

c. The retention of patient dental records as required by law and the 
rules adopted by the board ; 

~ To ensure each patient receiving services from the dental office or 
clinic has a dentist of record; and 

e. The maintenance of current records of the names of the dentists who 
supervise the clinical activities of dental hygienists, dental assistants, 
or other personnel involved in direct patient care. The records must be 
available to the board upon written request. 

2. The provisions of this section do not apply to a board-approved medical 
clinic, hospital, or public health setting with which a dentist is associated; 
or a board-approved nonprofit organization created to serve the dental 
needs of an underserved population." 

Renumber accordingly 
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Proposed Changes to SB 2205 - $100,000 over 5 years for Dentists 

r1.it4dJ:fl ( 
tJ4 /;6/ .2Qf 

S82~05 

c(k;/09 

FY 16 

FY 17 

#1 Dentists - current NDCC 
#2 
#3 

House Version of HB 1004 - 2015- 2017 
Funds for New Loan Repayment when incl. 

funds for the Nonprofit I Public Dentists 

··< 

General Fund $ 360,000 
Special Funds 0 

Total $ 360,000 

2015-17 Executive Budget 

FY 2016 
Pmt 
Date FY 2017 

Pmt 
Date 

>l 
,. :I 20,000 20,000 

20,000 
20,000 

" ; ...... , ., 

20,000 . .' 1 

20,000 
,. 

Nonprofit I public health - current N~CC 

currently have one applicant for . 
#1 April Health Council Meeting I 30,000 30,000 

,. ' 
#1 Dentists - Proposed Revised NDCC 20,000 
#2 ·1 20,000 
#3 

1· 0; 1 ~? /t\\ plJ~ #4 
#5 _:;::::._./ ·~ YJ',~_ ' 

I 

20,000 
20,000 
20,000 

#6 20,000 
#7 20,000 
#8 20,000 
#9 20,000 

Subtotal ! :-, " $ 90,000 $ 270,000 

NEW LOANS TOTAL ... :: $360,000 

Future obligations 

Does not reflect new 
applicants 

2019-2021 & 
2017-2019 forward 

$ 

40,000 
40,000 
40,000 

40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 

480,000 

40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 

$ 360,000 



15.0818.01004 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Title. Representative Oversen t2t/:ttC'tt #I 

April 20, 2015 ...>/3_2,,Z05' 
tJf/ot.6/-ftJ~" ~..e?) 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 r:,?6.:;J7 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1316-1319 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 1470-1473 of the House Journal and that Senate Bill No. 2205 be amended 
as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, remove ", 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "43-28.1-04" with "43-28.1-05, and 43-28.1-09" 

Page 1, line 3, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert ", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11, replace "to communities" with "in cities or surrounding areas. or both," 

Page 1, line 11, after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a defined 
need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11, remove "Subject to the 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding, the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population," 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21, overstrike "Dentist selection - Eligibility for loan repayment" and insert 
immediately thereafter "Criteria" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site." 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 
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\ .~ 
Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2 ." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, remove "~" 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council 
shall establish criteria to be used in selecting qualified dentists and in identifying cities 
or surounding areas, or both, that have a defined need for dental services. The criteria 
must include consideration of: 

~ The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city or 
surrounding areas, or both; 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area; 

c. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic, a 
practice with a focus on an underserved population, or a nonprofit 
dental clinic; and 

9.:. The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and 
the extent to which such services are needed in the identified city or 
surrounding areas, or both . 

£. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria ." 

Page 3, remove lines 22-31 

Page 4, replace lines 1 through 14 with: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who 
has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment 
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of any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment 
must be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to 
receive loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding balance of the 
dentist's education loans with applicable interest, or ei§fltyone hundred thousand 
dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used to satisfy other 
service obligations under similar programs. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

1.3 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, 
or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' 
educational loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an 
expansion of the program beyond the #Tree dentists contemplated by this chapter, the 
entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a period of fetH:five years. The council 
may contract with any public or private entity and may expend any moneys available to 
the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All money 
received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 
continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of additional dentists' educational loans." 

Page 4, line 15, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Page 4, line 17, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Renumber accordingly 
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Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senator Bekkedahl 

SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

Representatives Hawken, Hofstad, Keiser, Meier 

~il:o 
S82~S' 

c1~t1.4?tJ /5 r;p,) 
~f.p:lR7 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact sections 43-28.1-01 , 43 28.1 02 , 43-28.1-03, a-00 

2 43 28.1 0443-28.1-05, and 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 

3 dentists' loan repayment program; to repeal sections 43-28.1-01.1 . 43-28.1-02. 43-28.1-04, and 

4 43-28.1-10 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the loan repayment program for 

5 dentists in public health and nonprofit dental clinics and new practice grants for dentists; and to 

6 provide for application . 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

8 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

9 amended and reenacted as follows: 

10 43-28.1-01. Loan repayment program - Dentists - Defined need - Maximum amount of 

11 funds. 

12 Each year the state health council shall select from a pool of applicants no more than 

13 #tree_,_ dentists who shall provide dental services to communities in cities or surrounding areas. 

14 or both, in this state which the state health council ·identifies as having a defined need for dental 

15 services . Subject to the availability of funding, the The dentists selected from this pool of 

16 applicants may include dentists who will provide dental services in a public health clinic. a 

17 practice with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit dental clinic. The dentists are 

18 eligible to receive funds for the repayment of their education loans. The funds , which are 

19 payable over a four yearfive-year period , may not exceed ef§-Rtyone hundred thousand dollars 

20 per applicant. If the state health council accepts any gifts, grants, or donations under this 

21 chapter, the council may select additional dentists for participation in the loan repayment 

22 program under this chapter. 

23 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 43 28.1 02 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

24 amended and reenacted as follows: 
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Sixty-fourth 
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43 28.1 02. Loan repayment program Dentists Pov.·ers of state health council. 

The state health oounoil may: 

1. Determine the eligibility and qualifioations of an applioant for loan repayment funds 

under this ohapter. 

2. Identify oommunities§.l!.Q§. that are in need of a dentist and establish a priority ranking 

for partioipation in the program by the seleoted oommunities§.l!.Q§.. 

3. Create and distribute a loan repayment applioation . 

4. Determine the amount of the loan repayment funds for whioh a dentist is eligible under 

this ohapter and , in making this determination , examine any outstanding eduoation 

loans inourred by the applioant. 

5. Establish oonditions regarding the use of the loan repayment funds . 

6. Enter a four year nonrenewable oontraot with the dentist and the seleoted 

oommunityfillQ to provide to the dentist funds for the repayment of eduoation loans in 

exohange for the dentist agreeing to praotioe in the seleoted oommunity or in a publio 

health olinio or nonprofit olinio. 

7. Reoeive and use funds appropriated for the program. 

8. Enforoe any oontraot under the program. 

9. Ganoe! a oontraot for reasonable oause. 

10. Partioipate in federal programs that support the repayment of eduoation loans inourred 

by dentists and agree to the oonditions of the federal programs. 

11 . Aooept property from an entity. 

12. Cooperate with the state department of health to effeotuate this ohapter. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows : 

43-28.1-03. Dentist selection criteria Eligibility for loan repaymentCriteria. 

1. In establishing the oriteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan repayment funds 

under this ohapter, the state health oounoil shall inolude oonsideration of: 

a . The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental speoialty and the extent to 

whioh suoh servioes are needed in a seleoted oommunity~ 

b. The dentist's oommitment to serve in a oommunitysite that is in need of a dentist. 

o. The oompatibility of the dentist with a seleoted oommunitysite . 
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Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 

d. The date by which the dentist would be available for service to the selected 

community.§liQ. 

e. The dentist's competence and professional conduct. 

f. The dentist's 'Nillingness to accept medicare and medicaid patients. 

5 2. /\dentist who is selected to receive loan repayment funds under this chapter: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

a:- f-11 May not have practiced dentistry full time in this state during the three years 

immediately preceding the application; 

f21 Must have graduated from an accredited graduate specialty training 

program in dentistry during the year immediately preceding the application 

or within one year after the date of the application; or 

fJ.1 Must be enrolled in an accredited graduate specialty training program in 

dentistry; and 

&.- Must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state. 

14 ~ Dentists selected must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and shall contract 

15 

16 

to provide full time dental services for a minimum of four years in one or more selected 

communities.§.i!.QQ. 

17 4 .~ For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who practices within fifteen 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

miles [24 .14 kilometers] of the city limits of Bismarck, Fargo, or Grand Forks, to qualify 

to receive a yearly disbursement under this chapter during that year of obligated 

service, the dentist must have: 

a. Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand dollars in the form 

of medical assistance reimbursement; or 

b. Practiced at least two full 'iNorkdays per week at a public health clinic or at a 

nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill the nonprofit dental 

clinic's patients.The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting 

qualified dentists and in identifying cities or surrounding areas. or both . that have 

a defined need for dental services . The criteria must include consideration of: 

a. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city or 

surrounding areas. or both; 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding areas; 
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c. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic, a practice 

with a focus on an underserved population . or a nonprofit dental clinic; and 

d. The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and the extent to 

which such services are needed in the identified city or surrounding areas, or 

6 2. The health council may consult with publ ic and private sector entities in establishing 

7 criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria . 

8 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43 28.1 04 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

9 amended and reenacted as follows : 

10 43 28.1 04. Community selection criteriaSite. 

11 1. The state health council shall apply the follov1ing criteria in selecting a community§:i!Q 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

with a defined need for the services of a dentist: 

a. The size of the community, with rural communities with a population under two 

thousand five hundred given highest priority, communities with a population 

between tv10 thousand five hundred and ten thousand given the next highest 

priority, and communities with a population greater than ten thousand given the 

Im.vest priority. In cities with a population greater than ten thousand , first priority 

must be given to dentists who commit to satellite to underserved areas. then to 

dentists who practice at a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic. and then priority 

is given to dental specialists in cities with an identified need for a specialist. 

b. The number of dentists practicing in the community and the surrounding area. 

c. The access by residents to dentists practicing in the community and the 

surrounding area. 

d. The mix of dental specialties in the community and surrounding area. 

e. The degree to which residents support the addition of a dentist 1.vithin the 

community. 

27 2. The state health council shall give priority for participation to a community§:i!Q that 

28 

29 

demonstrates a need for a dentist or for an individual who is trained in a dental 

specialty or who is willing to serve in a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic. 

30 3. In evaluating communities for participation in this program, the state health council 

31 may consult with public and private entities and visit the communities . 
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1 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

2 amended and reenacted as follows: 

3 43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

4 The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who has 

5 received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment of any loan 

6 that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment must be related to the 

7 dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to receive loan repayment funds in an 

8 amount equal to the outstanding balance of the dentist's education loans with applicable 

9 interest, or eighty-one hundred thousand dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may 

10 not be used to satisfy other service obligations under similar programs. 

11 SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

12 amended and reenacted as follows: 

13 43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

14 The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, or donation 

15 for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' educational loans. If any entity 

16 desires to provide funds to the council to allow an expansion of the program beyond the #lree 

17 dentists contemplated by this chapter, the entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a 

18 period of feHffive years. The council may contract with any public or private entity and may 

19 expend any moneys available to the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this 

20 chapter. All money received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 

21 continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds for the 

22 repayment of additional dentists' educational loans. 

23 SECTION 5. REPEAL. Sections 43-28.1-01.1 . 43-28.1-02. 43-28.1-04. and 43-28.1-10 of 

24 the North Dakota Century Code are repealed . 

25 SECTION 6. APPLICATION. Sections 43-28.1-01.1 . 43-28.1-02. 43-28.1-04. and 

26 43-28.1-10 continue to apply to any dentists who received a grant under those sections before 

27 the effective date of this Act. 
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Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senator Bekkedahl 

SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

Representatives Hawken, Hofstad , Keiser, Meier 

~/ 
s g ;?r{).()5 

tJ<f /c2tR /~{)I:) 
~~.19-o 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact sections 43-28.1-01 , 43 28.1 02, 43-28.1-03, aA4 

2 43 28.1 0443-28.1-05. 43-28.1-08, and 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating 

3 to the dentists' loan repayment program; to repeal sections 43-28.1-01 .1. 43-28.1-02, 

4 43-28.1-04, and 43-28.1-10 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the loan repayment 

5 program for dentists in public health and nonprofit dental clinics and new practice grants for 

6 dentists; and to provide for application. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

8 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

9 amended and reenacted as follows: 

10 43-28.1-01. Loan repayment program - Dentists - Defined need - Maximum amount of 

11 funds. 

12 Each year the state health council shall select_,_ from a pool of applicants no more than 

13 tflreei dentists who shall provide dental services to communities in cities or surrounding areas. 

14 or both. in this state which the state health council identifies as having a defined need for dental 

15 services. Subject to the availability of funding, theThe dentists selected from this pool of 

16 applicants may include dentists who will provide dental services in a public health clinic , a 

17 practice with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit dental clinic. The dentists are 

18 eligible to receive funds for the repayment of their education loans. The funds , which are 

19 payable over a four yearfive-year period , may not exceed ~one hundred thousand dollars 

20 per appl icant. If the state health council accepts any gifts, grants, or donations under this 

21 chapter, the council may select additional dentists for participation in the loan repayment 

22 program under this chapter . 

• 23 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 43 28.1 02 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

24 amended and reenacted as follows: 
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43 28.1 02. Loan repayment program Dentists Powers of state health GounGil. 

The state health council may: 

1. Determine the eligibility and qualifications of an applicant for loan repayment funds 

under this chapter. 

2. Identify communities.§.]lQQ that are in need of a dentist and establish a priority ranking 

for participation in the program by the selected communities.§.]lQQ. 

3. Create and distribute a loan repayment application . 

4. Determine the amount of the loan repayment funds for which a dentist is eligible under 

this chapter and , in making this determination, examine any outstanding education 

loans incurred by the applicant. 

5. Establish conditions regarding the use of the loan repayment funds . 

6. Enter a four year nonrenewable contract with the dentist and the selected 

communityfilt.Q to provide to the dentist funds for the repayment of education loans in 

exchange for the dentist agreeing to practice in the selected community or in a public 

health clinic or nonprofit clinic. 

7. Receive and use funds appropriated for the program. 

8. Enforce any contract under the program. 

9. Cancel a contract for reasonable cause. 

10. Participate in federal programs that support the repayment of education loans incurred 

by dentists and agree to the conditions of the federal programs. 

11. Accept property from an entity. 

12. Cooperate \Vith the state department of health to effectuate this chapter. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-03. Dentist seleGtion Griteria Eligibility for loan repaymentCriteria. 

1. In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan repayment funds 

under this chapter, the state health council shall include consideration of: 

a. The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and the extent to 

\Vhich such services are needed in a selected communityQ]!Q,_ 

b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a communitysite that is in need of a dentist. 

c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected communitysite. 
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d. The date by which the dentist 'tvould be available for service to the selected 

communityfil1Q. 

e. The dentist's competence and professional conduct. 

f. The dentist's willingness to accept medicare and medicaid patients. 

5 2. A dentist who is selected to receive loan repayment funds under this chapter: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

a-:- fB May not have practiced dentistry full time in this state during the three years 

immediately preceding the application ; 

f21 Must have graduated from an accredited graduate specialty training 

program in dentistry during the year immediately preceding the application 

or 1uithin one year after the date of the application; or 

~ Must be enrolled in an accredited graduate specialty training program in 

dentistry; and 

&.- Must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state. 

14 ~ Dentists selected must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and shall contract 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

to provide full time dental services for a minimum of four years in one or more selected 

communities.§]1Q_§ . 

4.Q.,_ For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who practices within fifteen 

miles [24.14 kilometers] of the city limits of Bismarck, Fargo, or Grand Forks , to qualify 

to receive a yearly disbursement under this chapter during that year of obligated 

service, the dentist must have: 

a. Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand dollars in the form 

of medical assistance reimbursement; or 

b. Practiced at least two full workdays per week at a public health clinic or at a 

nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill the nonprofit dental 

clinic's patients.The health council shall establish criteria to be used in selecting 

qualified dentists and in identifying cities or surrounding areas. or both, that have 

a defined need for dental services. The criteria must include consideration of: 

a. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city or 

surrounding areas. or both; 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding areas; 
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c. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic. a practice 

with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit dental clinic; and • 

d. The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and the extent to 

which such services are needed in the identified city or surrounding areas. or 

2. For purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment under this chapter who practices 

within fifteen miles [24.14 kilometers] of the city limits of one of the three largest cities 

in the state. to qualify to receive a yearly disbursement under this chapter during that 

year of obligated service. the dentist must have: 

a. Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand dollars in the form 

of medical assistance reimbursement; or 

b. Practiced at least two full workdays per week at a public health clinic or at a 

nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill the nonprofit dental 

clinic's patients. 

3. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in establishing 

criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria . 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43 28.1 04 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows: 

43 28.1 04. Community selection oriteriaSite. 

1. The state health council shall apply the following criteria in selecting a community§l1Q 

with a defined need for the services of a dentist: 

a. The size of the community, with rural communities ·.vith a population under two 

thousand five hundred given highest priority, communities with a population 

between two thousand five hundred and ten thousand given the next highest 

priority, and communities with a population greater than ten thousand given the 

lowest priority. In cities with a population greater than ten thousand , first priority 

must be given to dentists who commit to satellite to underserved areas. then to 

dentists •Nho practice at a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic. and then priority 

is given to dental specialists in cities with an identified need for a specialist. 

b. The number of dentists practicing in the community and the surrounding area . 
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c. The access by residents to dentists practicing in the community and the 

surrounding area. 

d. The mix of dental specialties in the community and surrounding area. 

e. The degree to which residents support the addition of a dentist within the 

community. 

6 2. The state health council shall give priority for participation to a communityQtlQ that 

7 

8 

demonstrates a need for a dentist or for an individual who is trained in a dental 

specialty or who is willing to serve in a public health clinic or nonprofit clinic. 

I ,5 

9 3. In evaluating communities for participation in this program, the state health council 

10 may consult with public and private entities and visit the communities. 

11 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

12 amended and reenacted as follows: 

13 43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

14 The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who has 

15 received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment of any loan 

16 that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment must be related to the 

17 dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to receive loan repayment funds in an 

18 amount equal to the outstanding balance of the dentist's education loans with applicable 

19 interest, or ef§fltyQne hundred thousand dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may 

20 ot be used to satisfy other service obligations under similar programs. 

21 SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

22 amended and reenacted as follows: 

23 43-28.1-08. Payment. 

24 The state health council may not provide any loan repayment funds to a dentist under this 

25 chapter until the dentist has practiced at least six months on a full-time basis in the seleoted 

26 oommunitycity or surrounding areas. or both, the state health council has identified as having a 

27 defined need for dental services. Loan repayment funds for a year of obligated service are 

28 payable by the state health council no later than the end of the fiscal year in which the dentist 

29 completes the year of obligated service. 

30 SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

31 amended and reenacted as follows: 
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43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, or donation • 

for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' educational loans. If any entity 

C:tesires to provide funds to the council to allow an expansion of the program beyond the #wee 

C:tentists contemplated by this chapter, the entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a 

period of fooffive years. The council may contract with any public or private entity and may 

expend any moneys available to the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this 

chapter. All money received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 

continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds for the 

epayment of additional dentists' educational loans. 

SECTION 6. REPEAL. Sections 43-28.1-01 .1. 43-28.1-02. 43-28.1-04. and 43-28.1-10 of 

the North Dakota Century Code are repealed . 

SECTION 7. APPLICATION. Sections 43-28.1-01 .1. 43-28.1-02. 43-28.1-04. and 

43-28.1-10 continue to apply to any dentists who received a grant under those sections before 

the effective date of this Act. 
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Oversen 

April 21, 2015 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1316-1319 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 1470-1473 of the House Journal and that Senate Bill No. 2205 be amended 
as follows: 

Page 1, line 1, remove ", 43-28.1-02" 

Page 1, line 1, remove the second "and" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "43-28.1-04" with "43-28.1-05, 43-28.1-08, and 43-28.1-09" 

Page 1 , line 3, after "43-28.1-01.1" insert ", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1 -04," 

Page 1, line 9, after the second bold dash insert "Defined need -" 

Page 1, line 11, replace "to communities" with "in cities or surrounding areas. or both." 

Page 1, line 11, after "state" insert "which the state health council identifies as having a defined 
need for dental services" 

Page 1, line 11, remove "Subject to the" 

Page 1, line 12, replace "availability of funding. the" with "The" 

Page 1, line 13, after the first "clinic" insert", a practice with a focus on an underserved 
population." · 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "four-year" and insert immediately thereafter "five-year" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "eighty" and insert immediately thereafter "one hundred" 

Page 1, remove lines 18 through 23 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 18 

Page 2, line 21 , overstrike "Dentist selection - Eligibility for loan repayment" and insert 
immediately thereafter "Criteria" 

Page 2, line 22, overstrike "In establishing the criteria regarding a dentist's eligibility for loan 
repayment funds" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, line 25, overstrike "which such services are needed in a selected" 

Page 2, line 25, remove "site." 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "b. The dentist's commitment to serve in a" 

Page 2, line 26, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 26, overstrike "that is in need of a dentist." 

Page 2, line 27, overstrike "c. The compatibility of the dentist with a selected" 

Page 2, line 27, remove "site" 
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Page 2, line 27, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike line 28 

Page 2, line 29, remove "site" 

Page 2, line 29, overstrike the period 

Page 2, overstrike lines 30 and 31 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "2." 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "Dentists selected" 

Page 3, line 10, remove "must be licensed to practice dentistry in this state and" 

Page 3, line 10, overstrike "shall contract" 

Page 3, overstrike line 11 

Page 3, line 12, remove "sites" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike the period 

Page 3, line 13, remove "3." 

Page 3, line 13, overstrike "For the purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment who 
practices within fifteen" 

Page 3, overstrike lines 14 through 21 and insert immediately thereafter "The health council 
shall establish criteria to be used in selecting qualified dentists and in identifying cities 
or surrounding areas. or both. that have a defined need for dental services . The criteria 
must include consideration of: 

a. The number of dentists already providing dental services in the city or 
surrounding areas. or both: 

b. Access to dental services in the city and the surrounding area: 

c. How the dentist will provide dental services in a public health clinic. a 
practice with a focus on an underserved population. or a nonprofit 
dental clinic: and 

Q,_ The dentist's training in general dentistry or in a dental specialty and 
the extent to which such services are needed in the identified city or 
surrounding areas. or both . 

2. For purposes of a dentist selected for loan payment under this chapter who 
practices within fifteen miles [24.14 kilometers] of the city limits of one of 
the three largest cities in the state. to qualify to receive a yearly 
disbursement under this chapter during that year of obligated service. the 
dentist must have: 

a. Received dental medical payments of at least twenty thousand dollars 
in the form of medical assistance reimbursement: or 

~ Practiced at least two full workdays per week at a public health clinic 
or at a nonprofit dental clinic that uses a sliding fee schedule to bill the 
nonprofit dental clinic's patients. 
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3. The health council may consult with public and private sector entities in 
establishing criteria and evaluating needs based on the criteria." 

Page 3, remove lines 22-31 

Page 4, replace lines 1 through 14 with: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-05. Eligible loans. 

The state health council may provide for loan repayment funds to a dentist who 
has received an education loan. The council may not provide funds for the repayment 
of any loan that is in default at the time of the application. The amount of repayment 
must be related to the dentist's outstanding education loans. A dentist is eligible to 
receive loan repayment funds in an amount equal to the outstanding balance of the 
dentist's education loans with applicable interest, or ~ne hundred thousand 
dollars, whichever is less. Loan repayment funds may not be used to satisfy other 
service obligations under similar programs. 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-08. Payment. 

The state health council may not provide any loan repayment funds to a dentist 
under this chapter until the dentist has practiced at least six months on a full-time basis 
in the selected eommunitycity or surrounding areas. or both. the state health council 
has identified as having a defined need for dental services. Loan repayment funds for a 
year of obligated service are payable by the state health council no later than the end 
of the fiscal year in which the dentist completes the year of obligated service. 

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 43-28.1-09 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

43-28.1-09. Gifts, grants, and donations - Continuing appropriation. 

The state health council may accept any conditional or unconditional gift, grant, 
or donation for the purpose of providing funds for the repayment of dentists' 
educational loans. If any entity desires to provide funds to the council to allow an 
expansion of the program beyond the tmee dentists contemplated by this chapter, the 
entity shall commit to fund fully the expansion for a period of f.el:H:five years. The council 
may contract with any public or private entity and may expend any moneys available to 
the council to obtain matching funds for the purposes of this chapter. All money 
received as gifts, grants, or donations under this section is appropriated as a 
continuing appropriation to the state health council for the purpose of providing funds 
for the repayment of additional dentists' educational loans." 

Page 4, line 15, after "43-28.1-01 .1 " insert ", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Page 4, line 17, after "43-28.1-01 .1" insert", 43-28.1-02, 43-28.1-04," 

Renumber accordingly 
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