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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A bill relating to clearly displayingJ_e_!tJrs and numbers on motor vehicle plates. 

Minutes: nts 1-2 

Chairman Ruby brought HB 1159 before the committee. 

Thomas Beadle, State Representative from District 27 in Fargo, introduced HB 1159. 
He spoke in support of the bill and provided written testimony. See attachment #1. An e
mail and pictures from Taylor Williams, a constituent, was also included as explanation. See 
attachment #2. 

There was no further support for HB 1159. 
There was no opposition to HB 1159. 

The hearing was closed on HB 1159. 

Representative Owens moved a DO PASS on HB 1159. 
Representative Sukut seconded the motion. 

Representative Jones: I hear from constituents that they are tired of the encroachment and 
little things that are done that cause them discomfort. This is exactly the kind of thing they 
are talking about. 

A roll call vote was taken on HB 1159. Aye 14 Nay 0 Absent 0 
The motion carried. 
Representative Grueneich will carry HB 1159. 
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Amendment LC# or Description: 

Committee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 
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D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
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Motion Made By ~ Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes No 
Chairman Dan Ruby 'A. Rep. Gretchen Dobervich x 
Vice Chair. Rick C. Becker Y.. Rep. Marvin Nelson X.. 
Rep. Bert Anderson x. 
Rep. Jim Grueneich ><. 
Rep. Terry Jones '>( 
Rep. Emily O'Brien x 
Rep. Mark Owens )( 
Rep. Gary Paur x 
Rep. Randy Schobinger x 
Rep. Gary Sukut " Rep. Robin Weisz x 
Rep. Greg Westlind " 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
January 13, 2017 8:56AM 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_06_011 
Carrier: Grueneich 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1159: Transportation Committee (Rep. D. Ruby, Chairman) recommends DO PASS 

(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING) . HB 1159 was placed on the 
Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to clearly displaying letters and numbers on motor vehicle plates. 

Minutes: Ii Attachment #1 

Chairman Laffen: Called the hearing on HB 1159 to order. Attendance taken with all present. 
We welcome Representative Thomas Beadle. 

Representative Beadle: This is just a clean-up bill. See Attachment #1 . 

Senator Nelson: Some plates have letters and no numbers. It should read letters and 
numbers in the bill. Also have you checked the parking lot for license plates that you can 
read under mud? 

Representative Beadle: Yes, maybe DOT could change the language to include both letters 
and numbers. No I haven't checked the parking lot, but I assume not many are legible. 

Senator Rust: I see some of the plates where the state is covered and I think the state should 
be visible. 

Representative Beadle: Yes, I do agree that North Dakota should be displayed clearly. 
Currently with the license plate holders, something like 90 some % of them, will not encroach 
on the area where the state name is. 

Senator Nelson: Would you have any objection if we combined HB 1159 with HB 1346 that 
has to do with motorcycles licenses? 

Representative Beadle: No. It doesn't matter to me. I don't care what bill passes as long as 
the change gets made. 

Senator Nelson: Couldn't we just talk to the dealers to make sure the plates are the right 
size? 
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Representative Beadle: You know we certainly could go around and call all the businesses. 
Tom Kelch represents 3M and they manufacture the majority of the license plates holders 
that are for sale across the country. You could always get him in here and make sure he was 
aware of that, I just thought this way would be easier. 

Chairman Laffen: Any more questions? None. Thank you. Any other testimony? Closed the 
hearing on HB 1159. Discussion? 

Senator Rust: Could we do an amendment to include the name of the state? I really think it 
should be visible. Let's put something together on this. 

Chairman Laffen: Distinctive letters and numbers is a term used and to me all the numbers 
and letters are distinctive to that vehicle. Answer correct. 

Senator Nelson: Can we get the two bills combined into one and see how it reads? 

Chairman Laffen: Brady, will you take care of that? Brady: Yes. 

Senator Clemens: Another thing I am looking at is the height of not less than 12" from the 
ground. Some vehicles look a lot lower than that. 

Chairman Laffen: Some of that must have to be up to the dealers where to place that plate, 
I would think. Any more discussion? Recess till 10:00 AM 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to clearly displaying letters and numbers on motor vehicle plates. 

Minutes: Attachment #1 

Chairman Laffen: Opened hearing on HB 1159. This bill had restrictions on license plates 
being able to see the distinctive letters and numbers. They were concerned the frame was 
covering the actual license plate number. 
So this bill is saying the numbers have to be apparent. Senator Clemens what does your 

amendment do? 

Senator Clemens: Does everyone have a copy? See attachment #1. We are inserting the 
language, or trailer, into the bill. 

Senator Casper: What is the reason we are adding a trailer and what kind of trailer? 

Senator Clemens: When we spoke to Legislative Counsel they basically said any trailer 
could have the plates vertical. So we went along with them and left it this way. 

Chairman Laffen: The original bill just states that we can't cover up the letters and numbers. 
So with this bill and amendment we will be saying you can't cover up the letters or numbers 
and you can turn your motorcycle plate vertically and your trailer plate vertically. 

Senator Clemens: I see Brady is back and he can also verify that Legislative Counsel 
thought just adding the word trailer would be fine. Answer from Brady: Yes, they said to just 
add the word trailer. 

Chairman Laffen: So this amendment also does what Senator Nelson had mentioned that 
it moves that language into this one which then combines the two. So the amendment does 
3 things. It cleans up the bill, it adds in new language that allows motorcycles or trailers to 
display license plates vertically, and that is added to this bill which simply stated originally 
that you have to be able to read the number. Any questions on that? None. 
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Senator Clemens: I make a motion that we accept the amendment 17.0428.01001 for 
HB 1159 

Senator Rust: Seconded 
Roll Call taken: Yeas-6, Nays-0, Absent-0. 

Chairman Latten : Motion carried . Now we have HB 1159 as amended in front of us. Any 
discussion? 

Senator Rust: Motion for a Do Pass as amended. 
Senator Clemens: Seconded. 
Roll Call taken: Yeas-6, Nays-0, Absent-0. Motion carried. 

Senator Clemens will carry the bill. 



17.0428.01001 
Title.02000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senator Clemens 

March 10, 2017 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1159 

Page 1, line 2, after "plates" insert "and the display of number plates on a motorcycle or trailer" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "motorcycle, trailer, or" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "thereof' and insert immediately thereafter "of the housetrailer. 
Number plates assigned to a motorcycle or trailer must be attached to the rear of the 
motorcycle or trailer and may be displayed vertically" 

Page 1, line 19, replace "letters and numbers" with "number assigned to the vehicle and the 
name of the state" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 17.0428.01001 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
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Module ID: s_stcomrep_ 44_011 
Carrier: Clemens 

Insert LC: 17.0428.01001 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1159: Transportation Committee (Sen. Laffen, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1159 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 2, after "plates" insert "and the display of number plates on a motorcycle or 
trailer" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "motorcycle, trailer, or" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "thereof' and insert immediately thereafter "of the housetrailer. 
Number plates assigned to a motorcycle or trailer must be attached to the rear of the 
motorcycle or trailer and may be displayed vertically" 

Page 1, line 19, replace "letters and numbers" with "number assigned to the vehicle and the 
name of the state" 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITIEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_ 44_011 
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12 January 2017 

Good Morning Chairman Ruby and members of the House Transportation Committee. For the record, 

my name is Thomas Beadle, State Representative from District 27 in Fargo. I am here before you today 

on behalf of Mr. Taylor Williams, a constituent of mine who requested this change to statute to be 

made. I have asked him and received permission to share his comments with you, and so I have 

included his email towards me as well as some pictures of the offending license plate that prompted this 

request. 

This change is intended to keep the spirit of the law, but clear up the micromanaging language that is 

currently in place. The substantive change in this bill takes place on page 1 lines 18-19 of the bill, with 

the rest of the changes being made by council as cleanup to the code. As you can see on page 1line18 

of this bill, statute currently requires that Each license plate must be mounted so that it "does not cover 

any words, letters or numbers on the plate". The intention of this is clear, in that we need to make sure 

that the plate number and tags are clearly visible for law enforcement. However, the interpretation of 

this causes issues with the most common license plate holders that are on the market and available. 

Due to the location of the bolts for attaching the license plate and license plate holder, it becomes 

difficult to design a plate that doesn't cross in front of some of the decorative language on the plate. 

As you can see in the pictures that were included in the email from Mr. Williams, the verbiage of "Peace 

Garden State" in the bottom left corner and the word "Legendary" at the top of the plate, are often 

covered or partially covered. Technically, under the law, this is a violation. This bill adjusts current 

statute so that the spirit of the law continues, and adjusts the language to state that the plate is 

installed in "a visible manner that clearly displays the distinctive letters and numbers on the plate." 

I'm hoping that this adjustment to the code satisfies the issue that individuals like Mr. Williams has 

experienced, and I hope that this committee will see fit to make the necessary adjustments to statute. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I will be happy to stand for any questions. 
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I am contacting you three to try and get a change to the ND century code. The backstory to this change is that 
my wife was stopped by a state trooper last week and issued a warning for an illegal display of number plates 
and tabs. I have attached three pictures of the vehicles in my family, and according to ND century code, are all 
illegal. They are illegal because they cover up the little letters in the bottom left corner that say "Peace Garden 
State." This saying has no purpose to the plate what so ever. I contacted Sargent Tim 
Coughlintpcoughl@nd.gov at the ND highway patrol and he seemed to agree that the law is tacky. This is why I 
have contacted you three to get the law changed to reflect the new ND plates. 
All that would need to be done to change the law would be to remove "words" from the statute below. 

39-04-11. Display of number plates and tabs. Except as otherwise specifically provided, a person may not 
operate or drive a vehicle on the public highways of this state unless the vehicle has a distinctive number 
assigned to it by the department, and two number plates, bearing the distinctive number conspicuously 
displayed, horizontally and in an upright position, one on the front and one on the rear of the vehicle, each 
securely fastened, except number plates assigned to a motorcycle, trailer, or housetrailer must be attached to 
the rear thereof. When only one number plate is furnished for an apportioned vehicle licensed under the 

ernational registration plan as authorized in section 39-19-04, truck tractor, or semitrailer, the plate must 
ttached to the front of the apportioned vehicle or truck tractor and the rear of the semitrailer. The bottom 

each number plate must be at a height of not less than twelve inches [30.48 centimeters] above the level 
surface upon which the vehicle stands. Each plate must be mounted in a manner that does not cover any 
words, letter, or number on the plate. As far as is reasonably possible, the plates must at all times be kept free 
and clear of mud, ice, or snow so as to be clearly visible and all number plates, markers, or evidence of 
registration or licensing except for the current year must be removed from the vehicle. All vehicle license 
plates issued by the department continue to be the property of the state of North Dakota for the period for 
which the plates are valid. An annual registration tab or sticker for the current registration year must be 
displayed on each number plate, in the area designated by the department for the tab or sticker, in those 
years for which tabs or stickers are issued in lieu of number plates. 

Taylor Williams 

1 
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Good Morning Chairman Latten and members of the Senate Transportation Committee. For the record, 

my name is Thomas Beadle, State Representative from District 27 in Fargo. I am here before you today 

on behalf of Mr. Taylor Williams, a constituent of mine who requested this change to statute to be 

made. I have asked him and received permission to share his comments with you, and so I have 

included his email towards me as well as some pictures of the offending license plate that prompted this 

request. 

This change is intended to keep the spirit of the law, but clear up the micromanaging language that is 

currently in place. The substantive change in this bill takes place on page 1 lines 18-19 of the bill, with 

the rest of the changes being made by council as cleanup to the code. As you can see on page 1 line 18 

of this bill, statute currently requires that Each license plate must be mounted so that it "does not cover 

any words, letters or numbers on the plate". The intention of this is clear, in that we need to make sure 

that the plate number and tags are clearly visible for law enforcement. However, the interpretation of 

this causes issues with the most common license plate holders that are on the market and available. 

Due to the location of the bolts for attaching the license plate and license plate holder, it becomes 

difficult to design a plate that doesn't cross in front of some of the decorative language on the plate. 

As you can see in the pictures that were included in the email from Mr. Williams, the verbiage of "Peace 

Garden State" in the bottom left corner and the word "Legendary" at the top of the plate, are often 

covered or partially covered. Technically, under the law, this is a violation. This bill adjusts current 

statute so that the spirit of the law continues, and adjusts the language to state that the plate is 

installed in "a visible manner that clearly displays the distinctive letters and numbers on the plate." 

I'm hoping that this adjustment to the code satisfies the issue that individuals like Mr. Williams has 

experienced, and I hope that this committee will see fit to make the necessary adjustments to statute. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I will be happy to stand for any questions. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1159 

Page 1, line 2, after "plates" insert "and the display of number plates on a motorcycle or trailer" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "motorcycle, trailer, or" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "thereof' and insert immediately thereafter "of the housetrailer. 
Number plates assigned to a motorcycle or trailer must be attached to the rear of the 
motorcycle or trailer and may be displayed vertically" 

Page 1, line 19, replace "letters and numbers" with "number assigned to the vehicle and the 
name of the state" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 17.0428.01001 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1159 3 · I tJ~ 1'7 H ~ I I -5"'9 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 39-04-11 of the North Dakota Century Code, 

2 relating to clearly displaying letters and numbers on motor vehicle plates and the display of 

3 number plates on a motorcycle or trailer. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

5 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 39-04-11 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

6 amended and reenacted as follows: 

7 39-04-11. Display of number plates and tabs. 

• 8 E:xcept asUnless otherwise specifically provided by law, a personan individual may not 

9 operate or drive a vehicle on the_g public highwayshighway of this state unless the vehicle has a 

10 distinctive number assigned to ff:the vehicle by the department, and two number plates, bearing 

11 the distinctive number conspicuously displayed, horizontally and in an upright position, one on 

12 the front and one on the rear of the vehicle, each securely fastened, except number plates 

13 assigned to a motoreyele, trailer, or housetrailer must be attached to the rear thereofof the 

14 housetrailer. Number plates assigned to a motorcycle or trailer must be attached to the rear of 

15 the motorcycle or trailer and may be displayed vertically. When only one number plate is 

16 furnished for an apportioned vehicle lieensedregistered under the international registration plan 

17 as authorized in section 39-19-04, truck tractor, or semitrailer, the plate must be attached to the 

18 front of the apportioned vehicle or truck tractor and the rear of the semitrailer. The bottom of 

19 each number plate must be at a height of not less than twelve inches [30.48 centimeters] above 

20 the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. Each plate must be mounted in a visible 

21 manner that does not cover any ·.vords, letter, or numberclearly displays the distinctive letters 

22 anel numbersnumber assigned to the vehicle and the name of the state on the plate. As far as is 

• 23 reasonably possible, the plates must at all times be kept free and clear of mud, ice, or snow so 

24 as to be clearly visible and all number plates, markers, or evidence of registration or licensing 

Page No. 1 17.0428.01001 
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1 except for the current year must be removed from the vehicle. All vehicle license plates issued 

2 by the department continue to beare the property of the state of North Dal<otadepartment for the 

3 period for which the plates are valid. An annual registration tab or sticker for the current 

4 registration year must be displayed on each number plate, in the area designated by the 

5 department for the tab or sticker, in those years for which tabs or stickers are issued in lieu of 

6 number plates. 
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