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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

Relating to a minor’s application for an operator’s license and liability for the negligence of a
minor.

Minutes: Attachment #1

Chairman Laffen: Opened the hearing on SB 2126.

Glenn Jackson, Director of the Driver’s License at the North Dakota Department of
Transportation: See Attachment #1.

Senator Nelson: So you don’t accept Power of Attorney now?
Glenn Jackson: No.
Chairman Laffen: Would you put together a form then?

Glenn Jackson: Yes. With this change we would then be able to accept Powers of Attorney
or written slips from that person.

Senator Nelson: What about foster children?

Glenn Jackson: Foster children are through the foster care program and we do use that
information as it is their legal guardian.

Senator Nelson: Why now are you doing this? Is it for the insurance?

Glenn Jackson: We want to make sure the liability stays with the legal guardian or parent.
Chairman Laffen: No questions or opposition. Closed the hearing bill on 2126.

Senator Nelson: Moved a Do Pass.

Senator Casper: Seconded
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A Roll Call Vote was taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent
Motion carried.

Senator Rust will carry the bill.
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2126: Transportation Committee (Sen. Laffen, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2126 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

A bill relating to a minor’s application for an operator’s license and liability for the negligence
of a minor.

Minutes: Attachment #1

Chairman Ruby opened the hearing on SB 2126.

Glenn Jackson, Director, Driver’s License Division for the North Dakota Department
of Transportation, spoke to introduce SB 2126 and provided written testimony. See
attachment #1.

Chairman Ruby: Is this for a driver’s license for a minor?

Glen Jackson: It is the permit in the licensing process that the parent has to sign.

Chairman Ruby: What is Section 27

Glen Jackson: Section 2 maintains liability insurance for the minor to the parents or
guardian. It does not transfer the liability to the designee.

Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker: Don’t you have the ability to do this via e-mail? Then it
could be sent back to you and be handled in a matter of 5 minutes?

Glen Jackson: we have the ability to send PDF documents to send things back and forth,
but it takes more than 5 minutes. Because of the physical set-up, the way that we operate
we don’t have the examiners able to communicate directly with someone in that situation. It
would have to be a back office/ central office process that would take days. This way
someone can just walk in and take care of it.

Chairman Ruby: How often does this happen?
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Glen Jackson: Not too often. It is a situation that does arise, not only for the military

personnel, but for also for people that are working for businesses and sent overseas to
different places. We have had about 6 or 7 in the past five years.

Representative Paur: If the parent or guardian is unable to appear, isn't someone
responsible for the minor that is still in North Dakota?

Glen Jackson: Absolutely, we want to allow that person to sign this application for the
license or permit, since the parent or guardian isn’t there to do that.

There was no further support for SB 2126.
There was no opposition to SB 2126.

The hearing on SB 2126 was closed.

Representative Owens moved a DO PASS on SB 2126.
Representative Sukut seconded the motion.

Representative Jones: Will person who signs the document carry some of the liability?

Representative Nelson: In this situation the liability stays with the parents or guardian, not
with the signer.

Repetitive discussion.

Glenn Jackson: The intent is in the verbiage is designed so that the parent or guardian can
temporarily transfer the ability to sign the application for the minor to achieve the permit or
license. Liability for the minor’s activities all remains with the parents. The liability does
not transfer to the person signing on behalf of the parent temporarily.

Representative Paur: So, they accept a notarized transfer of authority but they won'’t accept
a notarized affirmation for the permit?

Glenn Jackson: The reason for the bill is Section 2. The bill makes it clear that the liability
does not transfer to the person signing on behalf of the parents.

A roll call vote was taken on SB 2126: Aye 12 Nay 1 Absent 1
The motion carried.

Representative Nelson will carry SB 2126.
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2126: Transportation Committee (Rep. D. Ruby, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(12 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2126 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar.
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. North Dakota Department of Transportation
Glenn Jackson, Director, Driver’s License Division
Senate Bill 2126

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I am Glenn Jackson, Director of the Driver’s License
Division at the North Dakota Department of Transportation (DOT). Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to address you today.

SB2126 enables a parent or legal guardian to designate an individual to sign the application for a
minor, in cases where they are unable to appear. The bill also retains responsibility for insurance to
the parent or guardian, not the designated signer.

At this time I would like to review the bill.

Mr. Chairman that concludes my testimony, I would be happy to answer any questions.
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North Dakota Department of Transportation
Glenn Jackson, Director, Driver’s License Division
Senate Bill 2126

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I am Glenn Jackson, Director of the Driver’s License
Division at the North Dakota Department of Transportation (DOT). Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to address you today.

SB2126 enables a parent or legal guardian to designate an individual to sign the application for a
minor, in cases where they are unable to appear. The bill also retains responsibility for insurance to
the parent or guardian, not the designated signer.

Mr. Chairman that concludes my testimony, I would be happy to answer any questions.



